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Scope and Content Note 
 

The collection consists of correspondence, a journal, a copybook, legal papers, speeches, and 

miscellaneous items related to Marshall’s political and military career.  Correspondence from the 

antebellum period concerns Marshall’s political career with the Whig Party and the Know 

Nothings.  Included are a variety of materials related to Marshall’s service in the Mexican War, 

particularly his involvement at the Battle of Buena Vista.  A small amount of correspondence 

from the Civil War discusses Marshall’s service in the Confederate Army and his election to the 

Confederate Congress.  Also included is Marshall’s journal covering his journey to Mexico after 

the fall of Richmond in April 1865.  The collection also includes a copybook from the time 

Marshall served as United States minister to China.  The copied correspondence deals with 

China’s Taiping Rebellion and American efforts at establishing trade with China and Japan.  

Other items include legal papers from the antebellum era as well as numerous incomplete 

speeches from both before and after the Civil War.  A substantial amount of correspondence 

from Marshall’s sons regards negative depictions of Marshall in historical works and is devoted 

to defending Marshall’s reputation after his death.  The collection also contains a 29-page 

handwritten autobiography by Supreme Court Justice John McLean. 
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Biographical Note 

 

Humphrey Marshall, the grandson of politician and historian Humphrey Marshall (1760-1841), 

was a politician, attorney, and Confederate general.  Born in 1812 in Frankfort, Marshall 

graduated from West Point in 1832 and briefly served in the military before resigning his 

commission to pursue a career in law and politics.  Marshall’s military career resumed during the 

Mexican War, when he served as colonel of the 1
st
 Kentucky Cavalry, which fought at the Battle 

of Buena Vista.  After the war, as a Whig and later a Know Nothing, Marshall acted as 

ambassador to China from 1852 to 1854 and then served two terms in the United States House of 

Representatives from 1855 to 1859.  After supporting Kentucky neutrality in 1860 and 1861, 

Marshall joined the Confederate army and earned a brigadier general’s commission, 

commanding troops in eastern Kentucky and Tennessee.  In the summer of 1863, Marshall 

resigned his commission and represented Kentucky in the Confederate Congress.  When 

Richmond fell in April 1865, Marshall fled the city with the Confederate government and 

eventually reached Mexico.  After the war, he returned to Louisville, where he practiced law and 

died on March 28, 1872. 
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