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Scope and Content Note

The Major Papers include correspondence and other material related to S. I. M. Major,
IIT’s life and career in the United States Navy. Correspondence, primarily from friends
and family to Ma;or, reveals the everyday life of an American naval officer in the late
19" and early 20" centuries. Notable correspondents include future admiral and Chief of
Staff to President Franklin D. Roosevelt, William D. Leahy, and James Wheldon
Johnson, the first African-American Executive Secretary of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People. The collection also contains correspondence and
other items related to other members of the Major family, including Major’s father, S. I.
M. Major, Jr., who was Kentucky State Printer, as well as the mayor of Frankfort,
Kentucky, circa 1878-1880. Other topics of interest include items related to the
Beauchamp-Sharp tragedy of 1826, and Major’s involvement in the office of the U.S.
Ambassador to France in 1914,

Any photographs have been transferred to the Scott-Major Family photo archives, and a
number of miscellaneous postcards were transferred to the Filson’s postcard collection.
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Biographical Note

Born in Frankfort, Kentucky, in 1877, S. I. M. Major, |11, attended the Naval Academy in
Annapolis, Maryland, from 1895-1899. His stay at the college was temporarily
interrupted in April 1898, when he and the rest of his class were ordered to active service
to fight in the Spanish-American War. During the war, Major participated in the
blockade of Santiago de Cuba, as well as the battle of Santiago on July 2, 1898. After a
tour along the coast of South America, in 1901, Major participated in the Filipino-
American War, off the coast of Cavite, Philippines. In 1912, Major commanded railroad
operations during the U.S. occupation of Nicaragua, and in 1914, served as the Naval
attaché to the U.S. Ambassador to France. Later, he also held a post as at the Naval
Experiment Station in New London, Connecticut, where the U.S. submarine fleet was
born. He retired from the navy in 1924, after reaching the rank of Lieutenant
Commander, and lived the rest of his life in Kentucky. He was married in 1932, and died
in Versailles, Kentucky in 1952.
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