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Guthrie-Caperton family
Papers, 1780-1939

Scope and Content Note

James Guthrie (1792-1869), lawyer, member of the Kentucky legislature, U.S. senator, and
secretary of the treasury, and John Caperton (1837-1900), lawyer, California pioneer,
businessman, landowner, and Guthrie’s son-in-law, are the focal points of the collection.

Guthrie’s papers consist of correspondence, 1811-1871; land papers, 1780-1867; legal papers,
1802-1870; accounts, 1812-1866; bills, receipts, and promissory notes, 1801-1871; papers of
Guthrie’s estate; stock certificates; commission as secretary of the treasury; and steamboat
papers, 1819-1857. Small groups of the papers of John Rowan, Joseph Hamilton Daviess, John
C. Fremont, William Kenton (son of Simon Kenton), William C. Buck, John and William Aull
Co., 1815-1837, John and Samuel Thomas Co., 1823-1835, James Craig and William Culver,
and Paschal D. Craddock and Thomas Hundley are included in Guthrie’s papers.

The correspondence discusses law activities of James Guthrie and Levi Tyler, Guthrie’s interest
in the Louisville Hotel, the Peters Colony of Texas, politics, Congressional activity, railroads,
land in Ill., operation of steamboats on the Ohio and Mississippi, duties while secretary of
treasury (including John C. Fremont’s account of his 1845 expedition in California and his
claims against the government), news, and family matters. Guthrie’s correspondents include
Leven L. Shreve, Thomas Hicks, E. G. Minor, Charles J. Meng, John D. Colmesnil, Adam
Guthrie, John W. Stevenson, and John C. Breckinridge.

The papers of John Caperton consist of correspondence, 1846-1892; letterbook of Caperton,
1859-1860; land papers, 1832-1893; legal papers, 1851-1892; accounts, 1847-1882; bills,
receipts, and promissory notes, 1843-1894; stock certificates; two household account books,
1872-1880, of Mary E. Caperton; maps; pamphlets; and newspaper clippings. Small groups of
the papers of J. Guthrie Coke (b. 1841), J. Lawrence Smith (1818-1883), Sarah Julia Smith
(1827-1901), and John Hays Caperton (1857-1923) are included in Caperton’s papers.

Correspondence discusses life and explorations in Texas during the 1840s, an overland trip to
California in 1849, life in California in the early 1850s, work as deputy sheriff of San Francisco
County, business in Louisville, lands in Texas and California, politics, railroads, mining,
Louisville real estate development, and news of family and friends.

Caperton’s correspondents include Colonel John C. “Jack” Hays, J. A. Freaner, W. H. Glascock
about affairs in California, and Harry Thompson Hays, Allen T. Caperton, J. H. Rhorer, John H.
Caperton, C. J. Benham, James Guthrie, G. R. Arbegust, Hugh Caperton, J. M. Preston, A. B.
Gray, and Horatio D. Newcomb.
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Guthrie-Caperton family
Papers, 1780-1939

Folder List

James Guthrie correspondence, 1811-18109.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1820.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1822-1823.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1824-1826.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1827.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1828-1829.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1830-1831.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1832.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1833-1834.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1835.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1836.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1837.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1838.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1839.

James Guthrie correspondence, 1840 Feb.-June.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1840 July-Dec.

James Guthrie correspondence, 1841 Jan.-June.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1841 July-Dec.

James Guthrie correspondence, 1842 Jan.-June.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1842 July-Dec.

James Guthrie correspondence, 1843 Feb.-June.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1843 July-Dec.

James Guthrie correspondence, 1844 Jan.-May.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1844 June-Dec.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1845 Jan.-Apr.

James Guthrie correspondence, 1845 May-Dec.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1846.

James Guthrie correspondence, 1847.

James Guthrie correspondence, 1848 Jan.-Aug.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1848 Sept.-Dec.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1849 Jan.-Aug.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1849 Sept.-Dec.
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James Guthrie correspondence, 1850 Jan.-Mar.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1850 Apr.-June.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1850 July-Dec.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1851 Jan.-Apr.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1851 May-July.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1851 Sept.-Dec.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1852 Jan.-May.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1852 June-Dec.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1853 Jan.-June.

James Guthrie correspondence, 1853 July-Dec.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1854.

James Guthrie correspondence, 1855.

James Guthrie correspondence, 1856 Jan.-June.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1856 July-Dec.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1857.

James Guthrie correspondence, 1858-1859.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1860-1861.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1862-1865.
James Guthrie correspondence, 1865-1871.
James Guthrie correspondence, n.d.

James Guthrie land papers, 1780-1813.

James Guthrie land papers, 1814-1819.

James Guthrie land papers, 1820-1829.

James Guthrie land papers, 1830-1831.
James Guthrie land papers, 1832-1834.
James Guthrie land papers, 1835-1836.
James Guthrie land papers, 1837-1838.
James Guthrie land papers, 1839.
James Guthrie land papers, 1840.
James Guthrie land papers, 1841.
James Guthrie land papers, 1842.
James Guthrie land papers, 1843.
James Guthrie land papers, 1844.
James Guthrie land papers, 1845.
James Guthrie land papers, 1846.
James Guthrie land papers, 1847 Jan.-May.

James Guthrie land papers, 1847 July-Dec.
James Guthrie land papers, 1848.
James Guthrie land papers, 1849.



fl. 72 James Guthrie land papers, 1850.

fl. 73 James Guthrie land papers, 1851.

fl. 74 James Guthrie land papers, 1852.

fl. 75 James Guthrie land papers, 1853.

fl. 76 James Guthrie land papers, 1854-1857.
fl. 77 James Guthrie land papers, 1858-1860.
fl. 78 James Guthrie land papers, 1861-1863.
fl. 79 James Guthrie land papers, 1864-1867.
fl. 80 James Guthrie land papers, n.d.

Box 7

fl. 81 James Guthrie legal papers, 1802-1816.
fl. 82 James Guthrie legal papers, 1817-18109.
fl. 83 James Guthrie legal papers, 1820-1822.
fl. 84 James Guthrie legal papers, 1823-1826.
fl. 85 James Guthrie legal papers, 1827-1828.
fl. 86 James Guthrie legal papers, 1829-1831.
fl. 87 James Guthrie legal papers, 1832.

fl. 88 James Guthrie legal papers, 1833.

fl. 89 James Guthrie legal papers, 1834.

fl. 90 James Guthrie legal papers, 1835-1836.
fl. 91 James Guthrie legal papers, 1837.

fl. 92 James Guthrie legal papers, 1838.

fl. 93 James Guthrie legal papers, 1839.

fl. 94 James Guthrie legal papers, 1840-1841.

Box 8

fl. 95 James Guthrie legal papers, 1842.

fl. 96 James Guthrie legal papers, 1843-1845.
fl. 97 James Guthrie legal papers, 1846-1847.
fl. 98 James Guthrie legal papers, 1848-1849.
fl. 99 James Guthrie legal papers, 1850.

fl. 100  James Guthrie legal papers, 1851.

fl. 101  James Guthrie legal papers, 1852.

fl. 102  James Guthrie legal papers, 1853-1854.
fl. 103 James Guthrie legal papers, 1855-1856.
fl. 104  James Guthrie legal papers, 1857-1859.
fl. 105  James Guthrie legal papers, 1863-1870.
fl. 106  James Guthrie legal papers, n.d.

fl. 107 James Guthrie legal papers, n.d.

Box 9
fl. 108 James Guthrie accounts and memoranda, 1812-1835.
fl. 109  James Guthrie accounts and memoranda, 1836-1839.

fl. 110  James Guthrie accounts and memoranda, 1840-1844.
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James Guthrie accounts and memoranda, 1845-1850.

James Guthrie accounts and memoranda, 1851-1866.

James Guthrie accounts and memoranda, n.d.

James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1801-1829.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1830-1834.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1835-1836.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1837.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1838.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1839.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1840.

James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1841.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1842.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1843.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1844.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1845.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1846-1847.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1848-1849.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1850.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1851.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1852.

James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1853 Jan.-

James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1853 July-
Sept.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1853 Oct.-

James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1854 Jan.-

James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1854 May-
Dec.

James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1855.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1856.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1857-1859.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1860-1862.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1863-1865.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1866.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1867.

James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1868-1869.
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James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, 1870-1871.
James Guthrie bills, receipts, promissory notes, and orders to pay, n.d.

James Guthrie stock certificates, 1818-1865.

James Guthrie insurance policies, 1843-1863.

James Guthrie commission as Secretary of the Treasury, 1853 Mar. 7.
Opinion on the powers of the Secretary.

James Guthrie checkbook, 1853 and canceled checks.

James Guthrie estate papers, 1869-1870.

Photographs of James Guthrie. Transferred to Photographs and Prints Dept.
James Guthrie: newspaper clippings and printed material.

James Guthrie miscellaneous material.

James Guthrie miscellaneous material.

James Guthrie steamboat receipts, 1826-1856.

James Guthrie steamboat legal papers, 1819-1840.

James Guthrie steamboat legal papers, 1845-1851.

James Guthrie steamboat legal papers, 1852.

James Guthrie steamboat legal papers, 1854-1857.

James Guthrie will and estate papers, 1818-1857.

Constitution and by-laws of the Ohio and Mississippi Mail Line.

Minutes, 1833 July 11.

Miscellaneous papers.

Lexington and Ohio Railroad Co. legal papers, 1836-1837.

Little Rock and White River Railroad-an address, 1851 Nov. 28.

Charter of the Grand Gulf Railroad and Banking Co.

The Miami Exporting Co. account book, 1805-1822.

James McGregor patent, 1840 July 15.

Acknowledgment of application of William Gilbert for a patent, 1866 June 11.
Declaration of Sebastian Bellar, France, of his intention to become a citizen of

the U.S., 1835 Jan. 7.

167
168

169

170

171
172
173
174

John Rowan papers, 1812-1842.
Joseph Hamilton Daviess legal papers.
Will and estate papers, 1803-1843.

John C. Fremont: Letters and statements about his part in the California
expedition, 1855-1856.

Simon Kenton land and pension papers.

William Kenton correspondence, 1857-1865.

Reverend William C. Buck correspondence, 1845-1851.

Reverend William C. Buck notes and accounts, 1845-1850 and n.d.
Reverend William C. Buck: Recommendations of the Baptist Hymn Book.
Reverend William C. Buck legal papers: Buck v. Monsarrat etc.
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Reverend William C. Buck legal papers: Buck v. Monsarrat etc.
Culver & Craig correspondence, 1832-1840.
Craddock-Hundley legal papers, 1835-1849.
Craddock-Hundley legal papers, 1850-1865.
Craddock-Hundley land papers, 1839-1846.

Craddock-Hundley receipts, 1837-1855.

Craddock-Hundley miscellaneous.

John and William Aull Co. correspondence, 1815 Nov.-1816 Feb.
John and William Aull Co. correspondence, 1816 Mar.-June.
John and William Aull Co. correspondence, 1816 July-Dec.
John and William Aull Co. correspondence, 1817 Jan.-Mar.
John and William Aull Co. correspondence, 1817 Apr.-July.
Aull and Thomas legal papers, 1817-1833.

John and William Aull Co. receipts, 1815 Feb.-1816 Feb.
John and William Aull Co. receipts, 1816 Mar.-May.

John and William Aull Co. receipts, 1816 June-Dec.

John and William Aull Co. receipts, 1817-1837.
Miscellaneous Aull papers.

Article about James and Robert Aull, 1936.

John and Samuel Thomas correspondence, 1824 Feb.-1825 Feb.
John and Samuel Thomas correspondence, 1825 Mar.

John and Samuel Thomas correspondence, 1825 Apr.

John and Samuel Thomas correspondence, 1825 May.

John and Samuel Thomas correspondence, 1825 June.

John and Samuel Thomas correspondence, 1825 July.

John and Samuel Thomas correspondence, 1825 Aug.-1835.
John and Samuel Thomas legal papers, 1823-1826.

John and Samuel Thomas receipts, 1823-1824.

John and Samuel Thomas receipts, 1825.

John and Samuel Thomas receipts, 1826-1830 and n.d.
John Thomas miscellaneous material.

John Caperton correspondence, 1846-1849.
John Caperton correspondence, 1850.
John Caperton correspondence, 1851.
John Caperton correspondence, 1852.
John Caperton correspondence, 1853-1854.
John Caperton correspondence, 1855.
John Caperton correspondence, 1856.
John Caperton correspondence, 1857.
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John Caperton correspondence, 1858.

John Caperton correspondence, 1859-1861.
John Caperton correspondence, 1862-1863.
John Caperton correspondence, 1864.

John Caperton correspondence, 1865.

John Caperton correspondence, 1866.

John Caperton correspondence, 1867 Jan.-June.
John Caperton correspondence, 1867 July-Dec.

John Caperton correspondence, 1868 Jan.-June.
John Caperton correspondence, 1868 July-Nov.
John Caperton correspondence, 1869 Jan.-June.
John Caperton correspondence, 1869 July-Sept.

fl. 225 John Caperton correspondence, 1869 Oct-Dec.
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John Caperton correspondence, 1870 Jan.-Mar.

John Caperton correspondence, 1870 Apr.-June.
John Caperton correspondence, 1870 July-Sept.
John Caperton correspondence, 1870 Oct.-Dec.

John Caperton correspondence, 1871.

John Caperton correspondence, 1872 Apr.-July.

John Caperton correspondence, 1872 Aug.

John Caperton correspondence, 1872 Sept.
John Caperton correspondence, 1872 Oct.-Dec.
John Caperton correspondence, 1873 Jan.-June.
John Caperton correspondence, 1873 July-Dec.
John Caperton correspondence, 1874 Jan.-Mar.
John Caperton correspondence, 1874 Apr.-May.
John Caperton correspondence, 1874 June-July.
John Caperton correspondence, 1874 Aug.-Oct.
John Caperton correspondence, 1874 Nov.-Dec.
John Caperton correspondence, 1875 Jan.-Feb.
John Caperton correspondence, 1875 Mar.-Apr.
John Caperton correspondence, 1875 May-June.

John Caperton correspondence, 1875 July-Aug.
John Caperton correspondence, 1875 Sept.-Dec.
John Caperton correspondence, 1876 Jan.-June.
John Caperton correspondence, 1876 July-Oct.
John Caperton correspondence, 1877-1892.
John Caperton correspondence, n.d.

John Caperton correspondence, n.d.
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John Caperton land papers, 1832-1868.
John Caperton land papers, 1871-1877.
John Caperton land papers, 1881-1893.
John Caperton land papers, n.d.

John Caperton legal papers, 1851-1859.

John Caperton legal papers, 1860-1870.

John Caperton legal papers, 1871-1892.

John Caperton legal papers, n.d.

John Caperton legal papers, n.d.

John Caperton accounts, 1847-1865.

John Caperton accounts, 1866-1872.

John Caperton accounts, 1872-1882.

John Caperton accounts, n.d.

John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1843-1862.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1863-1866.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1867-1869.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1870-1871.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1872.

John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1873.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1874.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1875.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1876.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1877.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1878.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1879.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1880.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1881.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1882-1883.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1884.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1885.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1886.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1887.

John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1888.

John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1889.

John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1890.

John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1891.

John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, 1892-1894.
John Caperton bills, receipts, promissory notes and orders to pay, n.d.

John Caperton stock certificates, 1853-1875.
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John Caperton: U.S. survey maps.

John Caperton. Pamphlets: San Diego and Southern California, 1870.
Compania Esplotadora, 1857.

John Caperton newspaper clippings.

John Caperton prescriptions, etc.

Caperton children school reports.

Hugh Caperton composition.

Compositions written by Mary E. and Julia Caperton and Augusta Caldwell.
Compositions written by Mary E. and Julia Caperton and Augusta Caldwell.
John Caperton miscellaneous material.

John Caperton miscellaneous material.

James Guthrie Coke correspondence, 1871.

James Guthrie Coke receipts, 1863-1872.

White Stone Quarry Co. pamphlet.

White Stone Quarry Co. shipping receipts, 1872 May-Aug.
J. Lawrence Sarah Julia Smith receipts, 1851-1890.

Sarah Julia Smith will,

State and county tax receipts, 1883-1887.

Sarah Julia Smith state and county tax receipts, 1888-1893.
Sarah Julia Smith state and county tax receipts, 1894-1900.
John Hays Caperton correspondence, 1889-1911.

John Hays Caperton correspondence, 1913-1916.

John Hays Caperton correspondence, 1917.

John Hays Caperton correspondence, 1918.

John Hays Caperton correspondence, 1919-1921.

John Hays Caperton correspondence, 1922-1939.

John Hays Caperton legal papers, 1908.

315 John Hays Caperton receipts, 1889-1892.

316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327

John Hays Caperton receipts, 1907-1908 Apr.

John Hays Caperton receipts, 1908 May-June.

John Hays Caperton receipts, 1908 July-Dec.

John Hays Caperton receipts, 1912.

John Hays Caperton receipts, 1913 Jan.-Feb.

John Hays Caperton receipts, 1913 Mar.-May.

John Hays Caperton receipts, 1913 June-Dec.

John Hays Caperton: Sarah Julia Smith estate papers.
John Hays Caperton: Sarah Julia Smith estate papers.
John Hays Caperton: Sarah Julia Smith estate papers.
Caperton Realty Co. records, 1916-1923.
Specifications for apartment building, 4th and Chestnut streets,



Box 26
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fl. 330

fl. 331
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Box 27
333
334

335
336
337
338
339
340
341

Specifications for alterations to building, South Fourth Street, Jennie C.
Benedict & Co., 1911.

Proof sheets for The Killing of Adam Caperton, 1918.

John H. Caperton examination books.

Hugh J. Caperton prize cards.

John Hays Caperton miscellaneous papers.

Caperton family: invitations and calling cards.

John Caperton letterbook, 1859 Jan. 19-1860 Jan. 10.

Account book listing the assets of the trust estates of Mary E. Caperton, Julia S.
Caperton, John H. Caperton, and Hugh Caperton, 1872.

Mary E. Caperton account book of household expenses, 1872 Oct.-1876 Jan.
Mary E. Caperton account book of household expenses, 1876 Feb.-1880 May.
John Caperton account book, 1873 Dec.-1879 June.

John Caperton check stubs, 1869 May 18-1874 Dec. 23.

John Caperton check stubs, 1875 Jan. 7-1878 May 16.

Mary E. Caperton pass book, Savings Bank of Louisville.

John Caperton bank book, Tucker and Co., Bankers.

Canceled checks.



