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Scope and Content Note 

 

Collection contains the records of the Charles P. Moorman Home for Women, an organization 

formed by the will of Charles Moorman to care for the indigent elderly of Jefferson County, 

Kentucky.  Records consist of correspondence, meeting minutes, financial records, and 

miscellaneous documents.  Records relate to the opening and construction of the Home, its daily 

operations, and the care of its residents.  Also included are documents relating to a protracted 

legal battle between members of the Moorman family over the terms of Charles Moorman’s will.  

Related to the legal battle are reports of the Standard Detective Agency.  The agency, led by Col. 

J. H. Haager, was hired by the Moorman Home's Board of Directors to follow and report on the 

activities of Mrs. Elizabeth Warren.  (Mrs. Warren was presumably the main instigator behind 

the challenge to the will.) 

 

Correspondence, 1901-1922, is primarily comprised of letters between members of the Moorman 

family.  Family correspondence concerns the health of Charles P. Moorman's granddaughter, 

Lucy Moorman, her education at a Washington, D.C. school, and also requests for Charles P. 

Moorman to render financial assistance.  Much of this family correspondence was saved by the 

Board of Directors to be used as evidence in the event of a challenge to Moorman's will.  There 

are also letters regarding legal proceedings and matters relating to the management of the 

Moorman estate. 

 

Correspondence, 1925-1947, relates to business of the Moorman Home.  Included are details 

regarding preparations for opening the Home, the hiring of employees, expenses and bills to be 

paid.  Other letters are related to the construction of the residence at Cherokee Road and 

Highland Avenue.  Several letters offer suggestions as to the ideal location for the new home.  

Also included is correspondence with the architect, E. T. Hutchings, correspondence relating to 

construction bids, and applications from area contractors interested in providing services to the 

facility.  There are also a few letters regarding applications for admission to the Home. 

 

Minutes, 1917-1995, record the meetings of the Home’s Board of Directors.  Minutes for the 

time period prior to July 1925 primarily concern the protracted legal battle over the Moorman 

estate.  Minutes from 1917 in particular, discuss the hiring of Col. J. H. Haager to investigate 

Mrs. Elizabeth Warren's affairs.  Also detailed in the minutes are meetings with attorneys and 

proposed settlements.  Other legal and financial matters relating to the estate are discussed, 

including the maintenance and sale of property and other items, and the investment and 

management of the estate's money.  Reports on the health and well-being of the invalid Charles 

Moorman, Jr. are also occasionally included, especially in the weeks leading up to his death on 

July 3rd, 1925.   

 



Meeting minutes from July 1925 and subsequent contain details about preparations to open the 

Home at 245 East Chestnut Street.  Minutes discuss details such as the hiring of staff, property 

renovations and maintenance, the purchase of furniture and equipment, and the medical care of 

elderly women in the Home.  By 1927, architect E. T. Hutchings had been selected to plan a new 

home and meeting minutes discuss his design plans for the new residence.  Minutes from the 

1990s include a few reports of the resident’s council, which commented on maintenance issues, 

dietary complaints, and resident activities.  Minutes from the 1990s also include budget planning 

spreadsheets, providing evidence of the Home’s increasing operating expenses. 

 

Financial records, 1917-1968, provide evidence of the Home’s assets and expenditures.  Included 

are monthly statements from the Louisville Trust Company, Executor of the Charles P. Moorman 

will.  The reports contain itemized statements of all income and disbursements of the Estate, and 

any changes in investments of the principal of the Estate.  Statements for Lucy Moorman's 

account are occasionally included, and sometimes list her expenditures, providing insight into the 

lifestyle of a wealthy teenager in the early 1900s.   

 

Miscellaneous materials include the records of the Standard Detective Agency’s investigation of 

Mrs. Elizabeth Warren.  The agency investigated Mrs. Warren in 1917 on behalf of the Moorman 

Home’s Board of Directors.  Included are the reports and letters of operatives, as well as a 

selection Mrs. Warren's letters and other documents collected by the agents following her.  Also 

present is a bill for the Standard Detective Agency itemizing the costs of the investigation.  

Operatives from the agency followed Mrs. Warren during her visit to Louisville in March 1917, 

and also sent a female operative to infiltrate her business in Silver City, New Mexico.   

 

Monthly reports, 1947-1965, contain details on the day-to-day operations of the Moorman 

Home.  Included are reports of admissions to the Home, and on the health of the women, 

including details on those in the Home’s infirmary, as well as office visits and admissions to the 

hospital.   
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Historical Note 

 

Charles P. Moorman, a fabulously wealthy Louisvillian and retired distiller, died from a heart 

attack in February 1917.  Moorman left part of his estate to his son, Charles P. Moorman, Jr., 

who had been crippled by meningitis as a child.  Another son, Elmore Moorman, had died some 

years ago from tuberculosis, but had left a daughter: Lucy Moorman of Silver City, New Mexico.  

Another portion of Moorman’s estate was given in trust to this granddaughter. 

 

In his will, Moorman also made provision for the establishment of a home to care for elderly, 

poor white women who resided in Jefferson County, Kentucky.  Additionally, money remaining 

after the death of Charles Moorman, Jr. (who would presumably die without an heir) was to also 

go towards the establishment of the institution.  Displeased with these terms, a legal challenge to 

the will was mounted by Lucy Moorman, her mother Joan (Warren) Moorman, and her 

grandmother Elizabeth Warren.  Members of the Moorman Home's newly established Board of 

Directors hired the Standard Detective Agency to follow and report on the activities of Mrs. 

Elizabeth Warren, who was presumably the main instigator behind the challenge to the will. 

 

In 1925, Charles Jr. passed away.  In his will, he left the entirety of the money he inherited from 

his father to the establishment of the home for the elderly.  Additionally, Charles Jr. desired that 

his inheritance from his mother’s estate be used towards the establishment of a parallel 

institution for elderly black women.  This home was to be named after his mother as a testament 

to her work among the African American community: The Lucy Beckley Moorman Home for 

Colored Women.  Perhaps the desire to open the home for black women was also influenced by 

Charles Jr.’s relationship with Matilda “Mammy” Jennings, the family’s African American 

attendant and nurse to Charles Jr.  (This home does not appear to have ever been established; 

terms in Charles Jr.’s will stated that if the establishment of this parallel institution was deemed 

impracticable, resources should be reassigned to the Moorman Home for indigent white women.) 

 

The Charles P. Moorman Home for Women opened at 245 East Chestnut St. – the former home 

of the Moorman family – on September 15, 1925.  There were initially 6 residents accepted into 

the home.  The original members of the board of directors were Arthur Broad (president), Dr. 

Leon L. Solomon (vice-president), and Caldwell Norton (secretary).  Mary Lou Howington was 

the first superintendent of the home. 

 

Due to space constraints, only a limited number of elderly women could be admitted to the home 

in its initial years.  In 1928, a new home was constructed under the direction of architects E. T. 

Hutchings and Edd R. Gregg.  The new home was located at 966 Cherokee Road, at the 

intersection of Cherokee Road and Highland Avenue.  It opened in 1929. 

 



Meeting minutes from the mid-1990s indicate that the Home was experiencing financial 

problems and was having trouble filling its residential beds; it is presumed that these difficulties 

led to the Home’s eventual closure.  In 2005, developers purchased the Moorman Home 

property.  They planned to renovate the building into condominiums, while also preserving its 

historic character. 
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