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The papers of Madison J. Cawein, poet and author of Louisville.
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Biographical Note

Born in Louisville.

Graduated from Male High School.

Got his first book published: Blooms of the Berry.
Published Kentucky Poems.

Married Gertrude Foster McKelvey.

Died and was buried in Cave Hill Cemetery.



Scope and Content Note

The bulk of the collection consists of material collected by Otto A. Rothert in preparation for his
book: The Story of a Poet: Madison Cawein (1921).

Cawein’s correspondence discusses his literary work and that of others, especially R. E. Gibson;
local, personal, and family news; visits to New York and Washington; meetings with many
literary people of the period; publication and reviews of his books; and the sale of his library and
letters.

Otto A. Rothert’s correspondence, 1915-1928, is chiefly about his biography of Cawein.
The collection also includes publishers’ contracts; scrapbooks; photographs; typed and

handwritten copies of Cawein’s poetry; his translations of works by German poets; and
memorabilia.
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Madison J. Cawein
Papers. 1886-1928.

Cawein family genealogy.

Chronologies and lists of Cawein’s life and works.
List of Cawein’s letters.

Cawein correspondence, 1886-1888.

Cawein correspondence, 1889-1890 May 5.
Cawein correspondence, 1890 July 18-1892 Nov. 14.
Cawein correspondence, 1893-1894.

Cawein correspondence, 1895-1896.

Cawein correspondence, 1897.

Cawein correspondence, 1898.

Cawein correspondence, 1899 Jan.-July.

Cawein correspondence, 1899 Aug.-Dec.

Cawein correspondence, 1900 Jan.-June.
Cawein correspondence, 1900 July-Dec.
Cawein correspondence, 1901 Jan.-July.
Cawein correspondence, 1901 Aug.-Dec.
Cawein correspondence, 1902 Jan.-June.
Cawein correspondence, 1902 July-Dec.
Cawein correspondence, 1903 Jan.-June.
Cawein correspondence, 1903 July-Sept.
Cawein correspondence, 1903 Oct.-Dec.
Cawein correspondence, 1904.

Cawein correspondence, 1905.

Cawein correspondence, 1906 Jan.-July.

Cawein correspondence, 1906 Aug.-Sept.
Cawein correspondence, 1906 Oct.
Cawein correspondence, 1906 Nov-Dec.
Cawein correspondence, 1907 Jan.-Apr.
Cawein correspondence, 1907 May-Dec.
Cawein correspondence, 1908 Jan.-June.
Cawein correspondence, 1908 July-Aug.
Cawein correspondence, 1908 Sept.-Dec.
Cawein correspondence, 1909 Jan.-Feb.
Cawein correspondence, 1909 Mar.-Apr.
Cawein correspondence, 1909 May-June.
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Cawein correspondence, 1909 July-Sept.
Cawein correspondence, 1909 Oct.-Dec.

Cawein correspondence, 1910 Jan.-Feb.

Cawein correspondence, 1910 Mar.-Apr.
Cawein correspondence, 1910 May-June.
Cawein correspondence, 1910 July-Aug.
Cawein correspondence, 1910 Sept.-Oct.
Cawein correspondence, 1910 Nov.-Dec.
Cawein correspondence, 1911 Jan.-Apr.

Cawein correspondence, 1911 May-July.
Cawein correspondence, 1911 Aug.-Dec.
Cawein correspondence, 1912 Jan.-Feb.

Cawein correspondence, 1912 Mar.-Apr.

Cawein correspondence, 1912 May.
Cawein correspondence, 1912 June.
Cawein correspondence, 1912 July.
Cawein correspondence, 1912 Aug.-Sept.
Cawein correspondence, 1912 Oct.-Nov.
Cawein correspondence, 1912 Dec.
Cawein correspondence, 1913 Jan.
Cawein correspondence, 1913 Feb.
Cawein correspondence, 1913 Mar.-Apr.
Cawein correspondence, 1913 May.

Cawein correspondence, 1913 June.
Cawein correspondence, 1913 July.
Cawein correspondence, 1913 Aug.
Cawein correspondence, 1913 Sept.-Oct.
Cawein correspondence, 1913 Nov.
Cawein correspondence, 1913 Dec.
Cawein correspondence, 1914 Jan.-Feb.
Cawein correspondence, 1914 Mar.
Cawein correspondence, 1914 Apr.
Cawein correspondence, 1914 May.
Cawein correspondence, 1914 June.
Cawein correspondence, 1914 July.

Cawein correspondence, 1914 Aug.
Cawein correspondence, 1914 Sept.
Cawein correspondence, 1914 Oct.
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Cawein correspondence, 1914 Nov.-Dec.
Cawein correspondence, n.d.

Cawein correspondence, n.d.

Poetry, A-B.

Poetry, C-D.

Poetry, E-G.

Poetry, H-I.

Poetry, J-L.
Poetry, M-N.
Poetry, O-P.
Poetry, R.
Poetry, S.

Poetry, T-V.
Poetry, W-Y.
Poetry fragments.
Poetry fragments.
Poetry fragments.

Poetry-handwritten copies.

Poetry-dedicatory verses.

Verses for Christmas, New Year and other holiday cards.

Christmas letters.

Brief essay of the life and works of Nicholaus Lenau and translations of five of
his poems.

Translations of the work of German poets: The White Snake and Other Poems.
Essays.

Short stories.

Short stories and dramas.

Short stories and other prose.

Tributes to Cawein at the time of his death.

Sketches about Cawein.

Copyright certificates, 1887-1902.

Publishers’ contracts, 1891-1906.

Publishers’ contracts, 1909-1914.

Statements and estimates from publishers, 1912-1916.

Material about the presentation of a silver loving cup to Madison Cawein, 1912
Mar. 26.

Material about the unveiling of a bust of Cawein, 1913 Apr. 25.

Material about the bust of Cawein.

Newspaper clippings describing the presentation of the medallion portrait of
Cawein to the Louisville Free Public Library 1922 Feb. 2.
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fl. 109  Program of Male High School reunion and banquet, 1892.
Wedding announcement of Gertrude McKelvey and Madison Cawein, 1903.
fl. 110  Poems written to others and submitted to Cawein.
fl. 111 Poems dedicated to Cawein.
fl. 112 Copies of inscriptions in books which Cawein presented to his friends.
fl. 113 Copies of inscriptions in books presented to Cawein.
Box 11
fl. 114  Newspaper and magazine clippings about Cawein, his family, and his work.
fl. 115  Newspaper and magazine clippings about Cawein, his family, and his work.
fl. 116  Newspaper and magazine clippings about Cawein, his family, and his work.
fl. 117  Newspaper and magazine clippings about Cawein and his work.
fl. 118  Newspaper and magazine clippings about Cawein and his work.
fl. 119  Newspaper and magazine clippings about Cawein and his work.
fl. 120  Newspaper and magazine clippings about Cawein and his work.
fl. 121 Newspaper and magazine clippings about Cawein and his work.
Box 12
fl. 122 Newspaper and magazine clippings about Cawein and his work.
fl. 123 Newspaper and magazine clippings about Cawein and his work.
fl. 124 Newspaper and magazine clippings about Cawein and his work.
fl. 125  Newspaper and magazine clippings about Cawein and his work.
fl. 126 Newspaper and magazine clippings about Cawein and his work.
fl. 126.5 Miscellaneous material.
fl. 127  Gertrude Cawein correspondence, 1903-1914.
fl. 128  Gertrude Cawein correspondence, 1915-1916.
fl. 129  Gertrude Cawein’s short story: Mrs. Ware's intuition.
Two poems.
fl. 130  Gertrude Cawein programs and announcements of dramatic readings and
newspaper clippings.
fl. 131  Madison Cawein, Il papers.
fl. 132 Robert E. Lee Gibson correspondence to Edward Bertram Finck, 1914-1915.
fl. 133  Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1915-1918.
fl. 134  Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1919 Feb.-June.
fl. 135  Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1919 July.
Box 13
fl. 136  Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1919 Aug. 2-11.
fl. 137  Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1919 Aug. 12-18.
fl. 138  Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1919 Aug. 19-28.
fl. 139  Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1919 Sept. 2-16.
fl. 140  Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1919 Sept. 18-29.
fl. 141  Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1919 Oct. 1-16.
fl. 142  Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1919 Oct. 11-31.
fl. 143 Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1919 Nov.

Cawein Memorial Meetings, 1914-1921.
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Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1919 Dec.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 Jan.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 Feb. 1-11.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 Feb. 12-28.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 Mar. 1-12.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 Mar. 13-31.

Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 Apr.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 May.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 June 2-12.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 June 14-30.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 July.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 Aug. 3-19.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 Aug. 21-31.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 Sept. 1-11.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 Sept. 14-25.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1920 Nov.-Dec.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1921 Jan.-June.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1921 July-Dec.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1922-1925.
Rothert correspondence about Cawein, 1926-1928.

Lists of people receiving copies of Rothert’s book and of the picturographies;
checks received.

Rothert’s notes on Cawein’s notebooks; miscellancous material.

Rothert’s notes about Cawein.

Rothert. Samples of announcements, order forms, etc., for The Story of a Poet.
Comments on the work of Eric Pape.

Programs and photographs of Woman’s “Titanic” Memorial Pageant (Eric Pape),
1912 Aug. 23.

“Gloucester Day” material, 1907-1909, (Eric Pape).

“Gloucester Day” photographs, 1907-1909.

Photographs of Cawein, his family, buildings and rural scenes.

Half-tone proofs of pictures used in Madison Cawein, The Story of a Poet.
Reproductions of Eric Pape’s illustrations of Madison Cawein’s poems.
Duplicates (photostatic copies) of letters in collection.



