Volume 20, Number 2

Summer 2020
A publication of The Filson Historical Society, a privately-supported historical society
dedicated to preserving the history of Kentucky and the Ohio Valley Region. -

-
Recent Browsing in New Filson William Struck Gertrude Polk Brown Commonuwealth Filson Staff Gertrude Polk The
Acqusitions our Archives Website Memorial Series Update Center Internships  Fridays  Profile Brown Series Filsonians

4 5 8 10 11 12 14 16 17 18



FROM THE PRESIDENT

We asked you to share your COVID-19 sto-
ries with us. I'd like to share mine with you. In
mid-March I developed symptomatic features.
My wife took me to the emergency room, where
I soon was moved to ICU and ultimately placed
on a ventilator. I came home, weakened and 16
pounds lighter, on April 8. I am steadily improv-
ing. Like so many of you, along with our amazing
Filson staff, I am working remotely from home.
‘This is a key turning point in my life—one that
makes me vastly more aware of life’s gifts and life’s
fragility. The heroism of those on the front lines of
this battle represent the better angels of our nature.

I am also grateful to the Filsons board, my
co-workers, and each and every one of you—our
members. We depend on your enthusiasm and
support. Thanks to each of you who have contrib-
uted your Pandemic experiences to our archives.
‘The materials in our collection, while the stories of
individuals, have universal appeal and relevance.

The Filson is bringing history directly into
your home. Visit our website and join us for fun,
interactive activities for folks of all ages. Catch up
on great lectures you may have missed, or that we
will be streaming in future weeks and months.
Send us research questions. We can handle them
remotely.

I hope you will consider a financial gift to the
Filson as well. During these uncertain times, your
contributions to membership and our annual
fund are absolutely essential lifeblood. By invest-
ing in the Filson, you serve as stewards for future
generations.

An example of a dedicated steward is Neal O.
Hammon of Shelby County, who died at age 94
on April 17. Neal was a frequent contributor to
the old Filson History Quarterly. He also edited
the seminal Early Kentucky Land Records—a 1992
Filson publication, along with other writings per-
taining to Kentucky history. He had an expansive,
probing mind. We will miss him.

Thank you!

Ao Mo

Richard H.C. Clay
President/CEO, The Filson Historical Society

FROM THE CHAIR

I hope that you and your family have been healthy and
weathering the COVID-19 storm. The Filson Historical Society
has been doing its best to adapt to and comply with the emer-
gency stay at home orders. This has included “pivoting on a
dime” to re-imagine how we conduct our daily business and how
we communicate with our members, our donors, our friends and
each other. I have been so impressed with the manner that our
staff has creatively used technology platforms such as Microsoft
Team and Zoom video conferencing to stay connected. While
we've had to cancel all our traditional large audience program-
ming, we've conducted lectures and programs virtually. We have
launched an on-line “tell us your COVID-19 stories” survey in
late April to chronicle your experiences that will become part of
our community’s history We have begun our Julius Friedman
digital exhibit. The technological lessons that we are learning
today will allow us to perfect and accelerate our virtual and digi-
tal capabilities that will enable us to share our programs and col-
lections across the country and the world.

We were saddened to learn of the passing of James R. Bent-
ley, a former Curator, Director, and Secretary of the Filson. Jim
held degrees from Centre College and the College of William
and Mary. He joined the Society in 1968 as the Curator of
Manuscripts. As Secretary, he planned the traditional monthly
meetings for many years. In 1984, Jim became the Filson’s Exec-
utive Director, helping guide the capital campaign for the acqui-
sition, renovation and move to our present home, the Fergu-
son Mansion on South Third Street. Jim stayed with the Filson
until 1992, having served for over twenty-four years. Jim was a
nationally recognized expert in genealogy and was involved in
many hereditary organizations, such as the Sons of the American
Revolution and the Society of Colonial Wars. Our deepest con-
dolences are extended to Jim’s family and friends.

On behalf of the staff and the Board, THANK YOU for your
thoughts, concern and prayers during Dick Clay’s COVID-19
illness. Dick is well on his way to a full and complete recovery
and is back at the helm of the Filson.

Lastly, THANK YOU for your continuing commitment
to the Filson. I know how much you miss our opportunities to
gather for lectures, programs, exhibits, research and fellowship.
We certainly miss seeing you! Please help us to sustain the Society
during these historic times. We will endure and we will emerge

from the emergency stronger and with greater capabilities.

Carl M. Thomas, Chairman of the Board

COVER: Girl in Swing, Carrie Douglas Dudley Ewen (1894-1982),
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On June 3, 2020, the Filson Historical Society published a list of resources on race, violence,
injustice, and segregation in Louisville and across the American South along with resources about
creating constructive conversations about race among families, in classrooms, and in communi-
ties. The Filson was prompted to do so in response to the protests which have spread to many
American cities in the wake of the killings of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor.

‘The Filson was not alone. The American Historical Association published a statement endorsed
by 57 affiliated societies of professional historians. “As a nation, we've shown a reluctance not only
to learn our own history but to learn from it,” writes the leading professional body in our field.
Likewise, the Midwest Archives Conference reiterated our professional shared values that archives
“serve as evidence against which individual and social memory can be tested.” It is and for over a
century has been the Filson’s commission to help Louisville remember its past and learn from it.

The Filson is a research organization, whose mission is to preserve and tell the stories of the
Ohio Valley region. The researchers who have studied our collections, who have presented in lec-
tures to our membership, and who have published in our peer-reviewed journals have painted a
composite picture of the city’s long history of discrimination, violence, and residential segregation
directed against the African American community. Furthermore the silences in our records, by
themselves, speak volumes.

The Filson stands by the lessons of history that we have shared with our community and
stands with the community as it applies those same lessons in the present. The words and the
resources we have shared were chosen based on the Filson’s published and presented interpreta-
tions of our rich collections and the ideals upon which the nation was founded but up to which
it has, sadly, long struggled to live.

‘The Filson recognizes, further, that concrete action items must follow from this moment of
national reflection.

* Actively engage with the Louisville Black community to more fully archive the marginalized
histories of our city, state, and region. This means first and foremost supporting and empow-
ering the community to preserve its own history by being a resource, whether the histories
end up at the Filson, in self-directed archives, or deposited at the Filson’s peer institutions.

* Achieve greater diversity in public program subjects and presenters to feature perspec-
tives which have been a vital part of Kentucky history, but which have been historically
marginalized.

* Examine our membership recruitment efforts to actively pursue a more diverse Filson com-
munity and thereby provide easier access to empowering knowledge about our past.

* Engage Filson staff and board in a structured professional development plan that cultivates
a culture of equity, inclusion, and welcoming.

* Proactively collaborate with partners in secondary and higher education to involve more stu-
dents of color in the professional life of the Filson and prepare a more diverse workforce to
find careers in the fields of archives, museums, publishing, and scholarly research.

The Filson recognizes that work towards these goals will be ongoing for many years and may
be complicated in the short term by the devastating effect of the global COVID-19 pandemic on
our partners in cultural and educational organizations. But our reading of history tells us that this
is work that demands doing,.

In the coming weeks and months, the Filson will be expanding its contact with organiza-
tions who can help us achieve these goals, and we invite any similarly minded local, regional, or
national group to reach out to us to help leverage the power of our past to build a better American

future in Louisville and the Ohio Valley.



Recent Acquisitions

Selections for this installment of recent acquisi-
tions focus on four works of art donated just prior to
the coronavirus pandemic closure. Two are portraits
of Julius Friedman painted at approximately the
same time period but presenting very different looks
for the beloved Louisville designer and artist. The
third is a book by Nana Lampton designed by Julius
Friedman. The fourth is a portrait of Lelia R. Chan-
dler by well-known Louisville artist Ann Troutman.

Although the Filson has been closed due to the
coronavirus pandemic, our work goes on. We've
been communicating with donors and have a grow-
ing list of follow-up appointments. So, hang on to
your manuscripts, books, portraits, photographs,
and other items for possible donation and we hope
to be talking to you — and especially seeing you — in

the not too distant future.

In 2009 Nana Lampton published Snowy Owl Gathers in Her Trove, a book of poetry and
art in support of her Snowy Owl Foundation. Designed by Julius Friedman, Ms. Lamp-
ton had a limited number, each with an original painting by her, housed in hand-crafted
wooden cases. She donated this one to the Filson.

Ann Troutman was a well-known mid-20th cen-

tury Louisville based artist. Her clients ranged
from little children to Louisville’s social elite. The
latter included Lelia Roemele Chandler, wife of
Hilliard-Lyons executive James Chandler. This
oil on canvas portrait, painted in 1955, depicts
Chandler dressed for an outing in high society.
The portrait, together with other Chandler mate-
rial, was donated by Brian Easley who acquired
it when he and his wife purchased the Chandler
house in Harrods Creek.
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This pencil and ink wash of Julius Friedman
was done in the early 1970s by his former
teacher and friend Henry Chodkowski. Chod-
kowski taught art at the University of Louisville
for 37 years. Donated by Friedman'’s sister and
long-time manager Carol Abrams, she referred
to it looking quite Trotsky-esque, a reference to
the Russian revolutionary Leon Trotsky.

Quite different, but painted at approximately the
same time as the Chodkowski portrait of Julius
Friedman, is this oil on canvas likeness of him
painted by artist Ann Farnsley about 1973. Fried-
man and Farnsley were dating at the time and
living in Vevay, Indiana. She kept it for almost fifty
years, and sold it in the fall of 2019 at an art fair
in Madison, Indiana. The buyer was Dr. R. Ted
Steinbock who donated it to the Filson.



Browsing in our Archives

Women at Work

Julia Tevis and Education

BY MAUREEN LANE | MUSEUM REGISTRAR & EXHIBITS MANAGER

“I confess to an ambitious desire of becoming more than a mere atom floating in the sunbeam of prosperity.
1 coveted a distinct individuality, yet it is my deliberate opinion that I loved learning for its own sake.”

In the decades between the American
Revolution and Civil War, ideas regarding
the education of women evolved radically.
Colonial education for women consisted of
basic reading and sometimes writing with
instruction in “ornamental pastimes” such
as music, dancing, drawing, and embroidery
that would help women acquire the cultural
capital they needed to obtain social standing
and marriage.

A belief that emerged during the post-
Revolutionary era was the notion of Repub-
lican Motherhood: that women were influ-
ential in cultivating “civil society” in their
roles as wives and mothers, as well as in their
benevolent work. This opened the door for
the advanced education of women. Early
generations of American women used their
education to express their opinions and to
influence discourse at the dinner and tea
table and in the parlor.? By the Civil War,
women from middle class and elite families
had access to an education equitable to that
of men, and were putting it to use as writers,
teachers, and social reformers.

Julia Ann Hieronymus Tevis (1799-
1880), born in the decade following the
Revolutionary War, was part of a family that
valued the education of women. Her par-
ents ensured the best educational opportuni-
ties they could provide for her. She in turn

devoted more than 60 years to a career as an

Julia Ann Hieronymus at the age of 18,
Science Hill Academy Records, FHS
[Mss. Bl S416/57]

educator who continuously expanded educa-
tional opportunities for women.

Tevis was the second child and eldest
daughter of Pendleton Hieronymus (1775-
1820) and Mary Bush (1778-1833) who
were married in Clark County, Kentucky
in 1795. Pendleton was raised in Loudoun
County, Virginia, less than 50 miles from
Washington, D.C. In 1806, he moved his
family back to Virginia, in search of better
educational opportunities for his children.

The family moved again to the Georgetown

— Julia Ann Hieronymus Tevis

Founder of the Science Hill Female Academy

neighborhood in Washington D.C. in 1813,
during the height of the War of 1812, possi-
bly for Pendleton’s work. By 1815 the family
boarded members of Congress at their home
while the legislature was in session. Tevis’
older brother enlisted in the army while she
and her younger sisters attended various
schools in Washington D.C.

From age 16-19, Tevis attended Mrs.
Stone’s school at Pennsylvania Avenue, where
many of the students were children of Wash-
ington’s elite. The school did not provide
a rigorous academic education; there was
a large focus on society matters. As Tevis
matured into a young woman, she was told
not to depend upon her looks for her future
and it became evident to her that she would
not be a belle. “I decided, therefore, that
my attractions must be of the mind.”® She
became a veracious reader, advancing her
education through books. She also learned
from the politicians staying at her family’s
house.

Tevis’ father was not good at managing
money. The family home and possessions
were auctioned off to pay his debts. He went
to St. Louis to seek employment and Tevis
took a teaching job in western Virginia,
eventually taking one of her sisters with her.
Within a year, Tevis’ father died and her
mother and remaining younger sisters came

to live with her. Tevis supported all of them
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on her teaching salary. At her second teach-
ing job in Abbington, Virginia, Tevis met
her future husband, John Tevis, an itiner-
ant minister raised in Shelbyville, Kentucky.
Before agreeing to marriage, the couple
struck a deal. He would continue his work
as an itinerant minister covering 900 square
miles, which would result in long absences.
She would move to Shelbyville to be near his
aging parents and would continue teaching.
They were married on March 9, 1824.

Tevis started Science Hill Female Acad-
emy in Shelbyville on March 15, 1825, one
year after her marriage and after the birth of
the first of their seven children. There were
at least 22 students enrolled in the school
during the first year. By 1852, Science Hill
had grown to include an assistant princi-
pal, 14 teachers, and 258 students. These
young women were primarily from Ken-
tucky, although a substantial group hailed
from Louisiana. Smaller numbers of students
traveled from Tennessee, Mississippi, lowa,
Texas, and California. At least one student
came from New York.*

Alice Shrewsbury was one of Science
Hill’s students during the early years of the
academy. In 1830, Tevis billed her father
$307 for tuition and expenses. Shrewsbury’s
tuition bill provides insight into her course-
work at the academy, which included ento-
mology, algebra, astronomy and chemistry.’
The curriculum also included ancient and
modern history, geography, geology, logic,
thetoric, moral philosophy, and human
physiology. As Science Hill grew, it regularly
modified curriculum to meet the needs of an
evolving student body.®

Like other academies of the antebellum
period, Science Hill provided women with a
rigorous education that promoted indepen-
dent intellectual inquiry but at the same time
maintained conventional notions of woman-
hood. Science Hill also provided instruc-
tion in traditional pursuits such as French,
drawing, and music. Tevis and her students

provided regular lectures and recitations on
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Julia A Tevis, 1861, Charles V. Bond, oil on canvas, Filson Historical Society (FHS) [1974.12.2]

subjects that included morality and modesty.
Students were also assigned domestic tasks in
order to develop the skills they would need
to run their own households.

Tevis carefully navigated social expecta-
tions. Science Hill began teaching chemistry
early on, despite beliefs that chemistry was a
subject best left for men. Tevis stated:

“Chemistry is especially requisite for
the successful progress of our inquires and
researches into the nature of those things
whence we derive the means of our comfort,
our happiness, our luxuries, our health, and
even our existence...In an experimental sci-

ence, where truth lies within our reach, we

should make use of our senses and judge for
ourselves.”

Tevis justified the teaching of chemistry
as necessary for women to better run their
households. She argued women needed to
understand the chemical properties of phar-
maceutical and cleaning agents to apply
them correctly and to prevent accidental poi-
soning.® By doing so she succeeded in bring-
ing a subject traditionally reserved for men
into the realm of women.

Science Hill remained open through-
out the Civil War, with students from the
deep South treating the school as a sanctu-

ary and boarding year-round, despite Tevis
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antislavery stance. At the age of 70, Tevis

slowly began to relinquish her administra-
tive duties, but continued to teach. She sold
the school in 1878 to Dr. Wiley Taul Poyn-
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Science Hill Academy Records,

school until its doors closed in 1933. Esti-
mates put the number of women educated at
Science Hill Female Academy around 3,000.

Julia Tevis is one of many women featured

in the Filson’s digital version of Women ar Work:

A Graduating Class of 1860 (Tevis 1st row
on left), Science Hill Academy Records,
FHS [Mss. Bl S416/57]

Venturing into the Public Sphere which you can
access online at: heeps://filsonhistorical.omeka.
net/exhibits/show/women-at-work. Be sure to
watch for the exhibit’s physical opening when

the Filson resumes public hours.

Tevis, Julia A., Sixty Years in a School-Room: An Autobiography of Mrs. Julia A
Tevis, Western Methodists Book Concern, 1878, Cincinnati, OH.

Kelly, Mary, Learning to Stand and Speak: Women, Education, and Public Life in
America, University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, 2006, 25.

Tevis 142

Annual Catalogue of Pupils, Science Hill Female Academy, 1852, Science Hill

Academy Records, Filson Historical Society (FHS) Manuscript Collection [Mss.

BI S416]

o

Tuition and Board for Alice Shrewsbury 1830-1832 Science Hill Academy
Records, FHS, [Mss .BI S416/1]

Course of Study and Instruction 1837-1881, Science Hill Academy Records,
FHS [Mss. BIS416/3]

Kelly 72

Tevis 413

TheFilson SUMMER 2020 7



A Fresh Look for the
Filson’s Website!

Filson staff are excited to announce a
June 1, 2020 launch of our updated website
at www.filsonhistorical.org. Designed and
created in partnership with Louisville Geek,
this project has been in the works for sev-
eral years. The goals of the website update
were to provide easier access to Filson online
resources, make the site mobile-friendly,
update the technology on the back end of
the site, and to freshen and brighten the site’s
colors and look. We heard your concerns and
we are proud to show you what we've done.

What differences will you notice?

* New images and content

* Section-specific menus on the left of

each page for quick navigation

* No more member logins!

* Better mobile device access

* Brighter colors

The new homepage provides immedi-
ate access to all the Filson’s offerings via a
horizontal menu bar with drop-down fea-
tures, along with information on upcoming
programs, rentals, and information on visit-
ing. The main sections of the Filson's web-
site align closely to what you are used to:
About Us, Collections, Events, Education,
Publications, Get Involved, and a new fea-
ture, Visit. The menu bar is a feature on every
page throughout the website, supplemented
by section-specific menus on the left side of
each page.

About Us includes information on the
Filson’s history, mission, staff and board, and
career opportunities. The Collections area of
the website now puts all the Filson’s online
databases and content at the user’s finger-

tips in the left side menu bar and provides a
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please email research@ilsonhistorical org.
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deeper dive into the various collections through
descriptions and research guides. Information
on conducting research in person or at home is
thoroughly explained. Our Events continue to
be ticketed through SimpleTix, an external tick-
eting service.

The Filson’s Education section on the web-
site now features a new component, Bringing
History Home. This page features downloadable
activities, virtual programs, and digital exhibits
to keep people of all ages entertained, educated,
and connected to our past. In addition to this
new feature, the Education section continues
to provide information about past and present
Filson Biennial Conferences and Fellowships.
Internship information can now be found in
Career Opportunities.

Publications provides access to articles
from the entire run of the Filson Club History

Quarterly via a search by searchable by title,

author, year, and edition, along with download-
able issues of 7he Filson news magazine from
2009-current. Information on the Filson’s schol-
arly publication, Ohio Valley History (OVH),
can also be found in this section. Members will
be provided separate access to digital issues of
OVH, as the website no longer has a member-
ship login component.

Get Involved is the new home for informa-
tion about Filson membership and donating —
whether the donation is financial, your histori-
cal materials, or your time! The Visit section of
the new website provides information for those
coming to our Old Louisville campus — whether
to attend an event, visit an exhibit, conduct
research, or rent one of our spaces! We hope the
new website provides our members and public
with a seamless way to interact with us online!
Please contact info@flsonhistorical.org with

any questions.
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‘The Filson lost one of our longest serving volunteers on April 4,
with the passing of William W. “Bill” Struck. Bill volunteered for the
Filson for over 20 years. He was a native of Louisville who returned
home after a career with the State Department’s Foreign Service, spend-
ing many years abroad, particularly in Africa and Latin America.

Bill specialized in transcribing manuscripts as a volunteer. Those
familiar with handwriting know how difficult it can be to read some-
times—especially as reading cursive becomes something of a lost art
to many younger researchers. Bill often would stop by the Filson on
Wednesdays after delivering meals for the Meals on Wheels program,
where he faithfully volunteered for years. On these visits Bill would
photocopy manuscript material selected for transcription due to its
difficulty in reading or fragile condition. When the Third Street Rec-
tifiers were operating, he and fellow spirits enthusiasts Mike Veach
and Larry Carr (long time volunteer that passed away last year) would
check their small barrel of liquor (usually a whiskey of their devising)
and taste its progress. With transcripts in hand, Bill would then head
home where he transcribed and often annotated the letters, diaries,
and documents. Over the years, he transcribed thousands of pages
of manuscripts. Weeks would go by without seeing him, and conse-
quently given his periodic visits and then disappearing for weeks at a
time, Bill became known as our “stealth” volunteer — unseen but deliv-
ering a payload of work that enhanced the collection and researchers
being able to use it. Bill’s single, longest lasting project, was transcrib-
ing the 1857 to 1903 diaries of Louisvillian John E. Jefferson.

Staff fondly remember Bill. “Bill always brought a smile to every
Wednesday for me,” Jennie Cole recalls, “knowing he would be in,
even if he didn’t need new work, just to check in on us and jok-

ingly approve time off. I will miss his laugh and his smile, and am
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so grateful for all of the time we had with him. He is irreplaceable.”

Former curator Shirley Harmon remembered that “Bill and our other
volunteers were what made working at the Filson so special; they
felt like family and made our days brighter.” Another former curator,
Sarah-Jane Poindexter, upon hearing the news wrote us that “Bill was
a gem. Not only did he have incredible patience for the transcrip-
tion work but his output was prolific. I always enjoyed his “stealth”
visits to Special Collections, especially his stories of living abroad
and the hilarious international capers of the Struck family dog.” And
curator Jana Meyer, who coordinated with Bill the past couple of
years, remembers what a delight it was to see Bill and Larry Carr col-
laborating on projects, and how even while battling cancer he contin-
ued to transcribe manuscripts. As for my own memories, Bill liked to
tease me that I was the “stealth” curator. If I wasn't in my office when
he stopped by he'd email me later for an explanation as to my where-
abouts. Reviewing his projects with him always taught me something
new. Bill didn’t simply transcribe; he researched the people and events
mentioned and often included notes about them as part of the tran-
script. An important subject of conversation was family news. Family
meant a great deal to him. And he was part of our Filson family. He
was a regular attendee of staff chili lunches and the holiday party.

Bill will be missed. He was a wonderful person and wonderful vol-
unteer. Volunteers like Bill are priceless. When he told us of his diagnosis
of pancreatic cancer, he expressed his hope of beating it. He commented
that when symptoms first appeared, he thought it was a return of the
malaria hed contracted while in the U. S. Navy serving in Vietnam. We
all wish it had been. He will be remembered and appreciated not only
for his dedicated service to the Filson but for what he meant to us.

— Jim Holmberg

Bill Struck, far right, at a
Filson Holiday party. Left
to right: Librarian Cassie
Bratcher, volunteers Joan
Brennan and Phyllis Berger,
Curator of Colletions Jim
Holmberg, and Bill.

Bill enjoyed rectifying spirits >
with his Filson friends.




THE GERTRUDE POLK BROWN LECTURE SERIES

Prairie Fires
The American Dreams of Laura Ingalls Wilder

by Caroline Fraser

Millions of readers of Little House on the Prairie believe they know
Laura Ingalls—the pioneer girl who survived blizzards and near-
starvation on the Great Plains, and the woman who wrote the famous
autobiographical books. But the true saga of her life has never been
fully told. Now, drawing on unpublished manuscripts, letters, diaries,
and land and financial records, Caroline Fraser—the editor of the
Library of America edition of the Little House series—masterfully
fills in the gaps in Wilder’s biography. Revealing the grown-up story
behind the most influential childhood epic of pioneer life, she also
chronicles Wilder’s tumultuous relationship with her journalist
daughter, Rose Wilder Lane, setting the record straight regarding
charges of ghostwriting that have swirled around the books.

The Little House books, for all the hardships they describe, are
pacans to the pioneer spirit, portraying it as triumphant against all
odds. But Wilder’s real life was harder and grittier than that, a story
of relentless struggle, rootlessness, and poverty. It was only in her
sixties, after losing nearly everything in the Great Depression, that
she turned to children’s books, recasting her hardscrabble childhood
as a celebratory vision of homesteading—and achieving fame and
fortune in the process, in one of the most astonishing rags-to-riches
episodes in American letters.

Spanning nearly a century of epochal change, from the Indian
Wars to the Dust Bowl, Wilder’s dramatic life provides a unique per-
spective on American history and our national mythology of self-
reliance. With fresh insights and new discoveries, Prairie Fires reveals
the complex woman whose classic stories grip us to this day.

Caroline Fraser is the editor of the Library of America edition of
Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House books, and the author of Rewilding
the World and God’s Perfect Child. Her writing has appeared in 7he New
York Review of Books, The New Yorker, The Atlantic, the Los Angeles Times,
and the London Review of Books, among other publications. She lives in

New Mexico.

Advance registration required
Tuesday, August 11
6:00-7:00 p.m.

Live Virtual Lecture via Zoom
Free | Register online at filson.simpletix.com

“Essential... Absorbing...
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details of a life that has been
expertly veiled by myth.”
—The New York Times Book

Review (front page)
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Praise for
Prairie Fires
The American Dreams of Laura Ingalls Wilder

“An absorbing new biography [that] deserves recognition
as an essential text.... For anyone who has drifted into think-
ing of Wilder’s ‘Little House’ books as relics of a distant and
irrelevant past, reading Prairie Fires will provide a lasting
cure.... Meanwhile, ‘Little House” devotees will appreciate the
extraordinary care and energy Fraser devotes to uncovering the
details of a life that has been expertly veiled by myth.”

—The New York Times Book Review

“At last, an unsentimental examination of Laura Ingalls Wild-
er’s real life on the frontier. Caroline Fraser rescues Wilder from
frontier myth and gives us the gritty, passionate woman who
endured the harshest experiences of homesteading, loved the Great
Plains, and was devastated by their ultimate ruin and loss. Ele-
gantly written and impeccably researched, Prairie Fires is a major
contribution to environmental history and literary biography.”

—Linda Lear, author of Beatrix Potter: A Life in
Nature and Rachel Carson: Witness for Nature
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Commonwealth Center Internships

Caitlin Hogue

I am a sophomore history major with an art history and eco-
nomics minor at the University of Louisville and I spent my Spring
2020 semester as the Collections Intern at Filson. My ultimate
career goal is to work as a curator somewhere that allows me to
look at beautiful artworks daily. That’s been my dream since high
school so getting to work at the Filson was an amazing opportu-
nity for me. My main project was to catalog the large collection of
Walter H. Kiser drawings. Kiser was an artist who ran a column in
The Louisville Times called “The Neighborhood Sketches.” These
sketches consisted of historic homes, cabins, and mills spread
mainly across the Kentucky and Indiana regions. It was wonder-
ful to get to examine these drawings closely. I like to view Kiser’s
art as works of preservation, whether they were intended that way
or not. I was also lucky enough during my internship to witness
the planning and construction of the Women at Work exhibit. The
excitement around the Filson was palpable during the final weeks
and it helped me to further realize that the museum field is where

I need to be.
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Emma Johansen

This semester, I worked with Danielle Spalenka as her Digi-
tal Collections Intern and created an online exhibit featuring the
female composers in the Filson’s Sheet Music Collection and the
Barney Collection. So far, my experience in scanning, metadata,
and online interpretation has only deepened my love for archival
work. The large Sheet Music Collection, completely undigitized
when I started, held over one hundred women composers previ-
ously unknown to us. The little information on these female com-
posers in finding aids, indexes, and secondary sources proves to be
a significant challenge in exhibit building, but this further proves
the one of a kind items in the collections. These compositions
and composers are from a wide range of fame and expertise; we
have a Kentucky songwriter handwriting chords for her sister-in-
law alongside an internationally renowned Polish composer from
the mid-19th century. We have women who wrote under pseud-
onyms, owned their own film studio, or wrote simply as “A Lady.”
I'm excited to further this research and keep this online exhibit

updated to the best of my ability.



David Brennan

Hello! My name is David Brennan, and I am a high
school senior at Kentucky Country Day School. As a part
of the honors program at my school, each student chooses
a single local organization to get involved with so we can
really explore something we are passionate about. It was
obvious to me that the Filson was where I wanted to go.
I have always loved history, and I was excited to put that
passion to use. My first job was working mainly with Sarah
Bruns and Scott Scarboro, helping out with the Filson’s Enid
Yandell themed activities for the Cultural Pass. I gave hints
for the scavenger hunts, made buttons, and helped kids cre-
ate their own sculptures. I also became a backup tour guide
who would step in if the regular guide was unavailable.

Later, once Cultural Pass had ended, I started work-
ing with Maureen Lane cataloguing the Filson’s collection
of edged weaponry. We've gone through shelves of knives
and swords, some of which are hundreds of years old.
Every time I come to the Filson, I get to hold a fascinating
piece of history in my (gloved) hands. You know you've
got a cool job when holding swords from the Civil War
becomes quite a regular occurrence.

My time here at the Filson has been one of the best
experiences I've had in my life. I have met some amaz-
ing people and I have been able to do things that many
history buffs can only dream about. I am so grateful to
the Filson for the opportunities it has given me and the
people I have met. Soon, T'll be off to the University of
Colorado Boulder where I'll be double majoring in Phys-
ics and Atmospheric & Oceanic Sciences, with a minor in

history. Thanks everyone!

Rachid Tagoulla

MFA candidate, University of Louisville

Rachid is pursuing a Masters degree of Fine Arts with a concen-
tration in Photography at the University of Louisville. He is a pas-
sionate photographer with over 12 years of experience. He recently
curated an exhibition featuring photographs of UofL Hite Art stu-
dents and Moroccan photographers at Uof's MFA Gallery. He is cur-
rently organizing, with Professor Mary Carothers, an artist residency
Study Abroad Program in Morocco for Hite Art students for sum-
mer 2021. His work as an MFA student has been featured in many
galleries locally and internationally. Through his involvement in the
arts, Rachid hopes to continue to build bridges between Morocco and
other countries. He is currently developing a Sister Cities partnership
between the University of Louisville and the University of Ibn Zohr in
his hometown of Agadir, Morocco.

Rachid teaches introductory courses in Art History at the univer-
sity level and he is passionate about documentation and historic pro-
cesses. Rachid worked this spring as the Photograph Collection Intern
with the Filson through the University’s Commomwealth Center for
the Humanities and Society. He helped arrange the Jewish Hospital
Photograph Collection and the massive Greenburg Bottling Company
Slide Collection. Rachid started taking inventory for the Filson’s video
collection but the building had to shut down and put its services on
hold after COVID-19 hit the world. From this three-month expe-
rience, Rachid was able to gain knowledge and skills about archival
practices, how to appropriately preserve visual materials and prepare
them for future utilization by researchers. This experience has also
widened career opportunities for him and inspired him to preserve
visual materials as a part of his MFA thesis. He feels that visual materi-
als need to be better preserved in his home country and hopes to use

his experience to build an archive there in the future.
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Filson Fridays 2020

Friday, June 19, 12:00-1:00 p.m.
The Filson Historical Society, 1310 S. 3rd St.
Free —Virtual Lecture

D 4

Madison Conyers Johnson, 1806-1886
The Hidden Hand of Power
Richard H. C. Clay

Join Richard H. C. Clay as he presents his first Filson Friday on
a lawyer and banker of enormous, but hidden and discreet impor-
tance, before, during and after the Civil War. Though his practice was
centered in Lexington, his pro-Union influence permeated the State.
Richard H. C. Clay is the President and CEO of the Filson

Historical Society.

Friday, July 10, 12:00 p.m.
The Filson Historical Society, 1310 S. 3rd St.
Free —Virtual Lecture

D 4

Researching Your Historic Home
Danielle Spalenka

Learn how to navigate and discover resources to find out about
the history of your historic home. The talk will provide basic guid-
ance, highlight key resources, and present two case studies from Old
Louisville that provide a glimpse of the twist, turns, and dead ends
you may encounter when finding more about your historic home.

Danielle Spalenka is the Associate Curator of Digital Projects
at The Filson Historical Society and a
resident of Old Louisville. Prior to join-
ing The Filson staff in April 2019, Ms.
Spalenka held the role of Preservation
Specialist at the Northeast Document
Conservation Center; Project Director

for the NEH-funded Digital POWRR
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Project; and Curator of Manuscripts at the Northern Illinois Uni-

versity Regional History Center. She holds a BA in history from
Saint Mary’s College (Notre Dame, IN) and a MA-LIS from the

University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Friday, July 24, 12:00-1:00 p.m.
The Filson Historical Society, 1310 S. 3rd St.
Free —Virtual Lecture

D 4

Living with a Deadly Disease

A History of Tuberculosis and Waverly Hills
Sanatorium

Lynn Pohl

At the beginning of the twentieth century, tuberculosis was
widespread, striking adults and children across lines of class and
race. Drawing on the Filson’s manuscript, photograph, and archi-
tectural collections, Dr. Lynn Pohl examines how Kentuckians lived
with the deadly disease, how they learned about germs and conta-
gion, and why they sought treatment at tuberculosis sanatoria built
across the state. It is a history that takes us from whiskey remedies to
Louisville women’s public health work, and from Mammoth Cave
to a vast complex of patient facilities at Waverly Hills Sanatorium.

Lynn Pohl received her Ph.D. in history at Indiana University

and is Collections Cataloger at the Filson.




Friday, July 31, 12:00-1:00 p.m.
The Filson Historical Society, 1310 S. 3rd St.
Free —Virtual Lecture

Friday, August 7, 12:00-1:00 p.m.
The Filson Historical Society, 1310 S. 3rd St.
Free —Virtual Lecture

D 4

Designing Women
The Dresses of Women at Work

Jana Meyer

The Filson’s Women ar Work exhibition includes six dresses fash-
ioned by four local designers in the 19th and early 20th centuries.
At the time, dressmaking was a popular career choice for women
entering the workplace. Many women found employment in the
Obhio Valley’s apparel industry. The work required skill and creativ-
ity as garments were made by hand. Dressmakers often commanded
considerable wealth and independence as owners of their own estab-
lishments. Who were the women who designed the dresses in the
Filson’s exhibit? And who were the women who wore them? This
lecture will explore the stories behind the dresses on display.

Jana Meyer is an Associate Curator of Collections at the Filson
Historical Society. She received a degree in History from the Uni-
versity of Louisville, as well as a master’s degree in Library and Infor-

mation Science from the University of Kentucky.

D 4

Archiving 101
Organizing and Caring for Family Photographs

Heather Potter

Family pictures are more than a photograph of a loved one; each
image is a historical document. These photographs reflect history,
they inform us, they change our impressions of our ancestors, and
tell the story of our family’s past. Yet, many family photograph col-
lections remain tucked away in the basement or attic. Join Heather
Potter, Curator of Photographs & Prints at The Filson Historical
Society to learn more about how to get started with selecting,
organizing, and caring for your family photograph collection and
learn some valuable research tools along the way.

Heather Potter is the Curator of Photographs & Prints at The
Filson Historical Society, prior she was a Project Archivist at the
Kentucky Historical Society. Potter received my BA in History from
Washburn University, Topeka, Kansas, and MLS with an emphasis
in Archives from Indiana University — Bloomington. Her research

interests include Mammoth Cave, World War I, and Genealogy &

Family History

The 2020 Filson Fridays Series
is generously sponsored by
Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP.
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Staff Profile

Julie Scoskie James

Vice President

Jamie Evans: So, Julie, tell us a little bit

about your background.

Julie Scoskie: I love learning and expe-
riencing new things. When I was younger, I
watched planes flying overhead and said, “I
would like to be on that plane”. My parents
would reply “You don't know where that plane
is heading”, and I would respond “It is going
someplace I have never been; so, I want to go!”
I grew up in Louisville in a very loving and
close family. I am the middle of three children
and have an older brother and younger sister.
I had wonderful parents who gave me a strong
moral foundation, instilled the importance of
faith, and encouraged higher education.

While earning a Masters Degree, 1
taught high school and college. Although
I loved helping people learn, I was drawn
into the private sector where I combined my
teaching skills with my business acumen. I
worked for a computer leasing firm and later
for Humana developing computer-assisted
training. This work involved extensive travel
and helped me check off one of many bucket
list items: to visit all 50 states.

After my first son was born, traveling

for work wasnt as appealing. I took a job
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with Jefferson County Public Schools (JCPS)
in Adult Education as their Financial and
Reporting Systems Manager. Before the end of
my 27-year career with JCPS, I was promoted
to Director of Community Support Services,
leading 350 employees in providing supportive
services to ensure students of all ages success in
achieving their high school credentials.

Even though I loved working for JCPS, 1
needed a new challenge. The Director of the
Louisville Free Public Library (LFPL), Craig
Buthod, offered me the opportunity to join as
LFPL Assistant Director. During my tenue,
LFPL gained national recognition for rein-
venting their Summer Reading Program by
combining it with the Cultural Pass Program
and for partnering with Code Louisville to

provide Treehouse computer training on-line

JE: What brought you to the Filson?

JS: Once the Filson completed its campus
expansion, Judy Miller, then Deputy Director,
retired. At that time, the board, along with Pres-
ident and CEO Craig Buthod, reorganized the
leadership team and they were seeking some-
one with my experience. I joined the Filson in
2017 as Vice-President and am responsible for
Education and Development. I am honored to
work with very talented colleagues. Having the
expanded campus and being able to add more
programs has resulted in providing more and
better services to all our stakeholders. All the
Filson’s major impact indicators have increased
atan impressive rate, and I am so proud to play
a role in making that happen.

The Filson building closure in mid-
March, created new opportunities for the

Filson staff to reinvent the way we deliver

programs and content. Our very talented,
creative staff worked together within a mat-
ter of a few weeks to offer virtual programs,
exhibits, and add to our digital platform. This
work has helped us attract more diverse pop-
ulations, including people from other states
and countries, and will continue to help us
reach these audiences after we return to in-

person services.

JE: Tell us more about your educational
background.

JS: My curiosity and quest for learn-
ing, led me to college where I earned a B.S.
Degree in Business Education from Eastern
Kentucky University, a Master of Business
Administration Degree, and an Ed. D in
Organizational and Educational Leadership
from University of Louisville. I elected to
take a pause between my MBA and Ed. D
to raise three sons. Once the youngest grad-
uated from high school, it afforded me the
opportunity to return to college. My fam-
ily spent many evenings around the kitchen

table with all of us doing college coursework.

JE: Tell us a little bit about Julie outside
of the Filson. What are some of your hobbies
and passions?

JS: I am passionate about spending time
with family and friends. Steve, my husband,
and I have a blended family with seven sons,
three grandsons and a fourth grandson on
the way. Just celebrating family birthdays is
enough to keep us busy. Typical holidays are
celebrated with 30-40 people at our house. We

built a house and moved less than two years



ago, and plan to put in a pool as soon as possi-
ble. Steve and I love to travel and have recently
enjoyed trips to Greece, Italy, and Portugal.

We also love the outdoors. We try to hike
or bike at least a few times per week. I even
rode my bike in the Ride to Conquer Can-
cer fund raiser from Louisville to Lexington,
spent the night, and rode back to Louisville
the next day. It was a great challenge for me
and again something I was glad to check off
my bucket list. I don’t plan to do it again!

We also enjoy going to plays, museums,
U of L sporting events, horse races, concerts,
dancing, playing cards, and entertaining
with friends and family.

Some things never change, I have a
passion for leaning and a wander lust. My
travel plans have been placed on temporary
hold for now, while we all wait for things

to get more back to normal.

JE: What has been your favorite vacation?

JS: Asking about my favorite vacation, is
like asking about my favorite dessert. I have
never had a dessert I didnt like, and I have
never vacationed anywhere I didn’t enjoy. If
I had to choose one, it would be our annual
family vacation to Daytona Beach. This is for
sentimental reasons. My grandparents started
a tradition more than 100 years ago of the
entire family going to Daytona. We have car-
ried on this tradition and had as many as 40
family members join. It is always a great time
to relax, share memories, and reconnect with

family! Plus, I love the beach!

JE: What's one thing you want our
patrons to know?

JS: I truly enjoy my job. One of the
things I like is getting to know people. Every
week I have the pleasure of connecting people
with programs they enjoy. I always like hear-
ing what people like about our programs and
hearing suggestions for things they would

like to see us do relating to our mission.

THE GERTRUDE POLK BROWN
LECTURE SERIES

Frederick Douglass

Prophet of Freedom
David W. Blight
g RICK
As a young man Frederick Douglass (1818-
1895) escaped from slavery in Baltimore, Mary- |_ A S S

land. He was fortunate to have been taught to read PROPUET ./ FREEDOM

by his slave owner mistress, and he would go on to DAV T ORRCERETL T CAELT
become one of the major literary figures of his time.

His very existence gave the lie to slave owners: with dignity and great intelligence he
bore witness to the brutality of slavery.

Initially mentored by William Lloyd Garrison, Douglass spoke widely, using his
own story to condemn slavery. By the Civil War, Douglass had become the most famed
and widely travelled orator in the nation. In his unique and eloquent voice, written
and spoken, Douglass was a fierce critic of the United States as well as a radical patriot.
After the war he sometimes argued politically with younger African Americans, but he
never forsook either the Republican party or the cause of black civil and political rights.

In this “cinematic and deeply engaging” (7he New York Times Book Review) biogra-
phy, David Blight has drawn on new information held in a private collection that few
other historian have consulted, as well as recently discovered issues of Douglass’s news-
papers. “Absorbing and even moving...a brilliant book that speaks to our own time
as well as Douglass’s” (7he Wall Street Journal), Blight's biography tells the fascinating
story of Douglass’s two marriages and his complex extended family. “David Blight has
written #he definitive biography of Frederick Douglass. ..a powerful portrait of one of
the most important American voices of the nineteenth century” (7he Boston Globe).

David W. Blight is the Sterling Professor of History and Director of the Gilder
Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition at Yale Univer-
sity. He is the author or editor of a dozen books, including American Oracle: The
Civil War in the Civil Rights Era; and Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American
Memory; and annotated editions of Douglass’s first two autobiographies. He has
worked on Douglass much of his professional life, and been awarded the Bancroft

Prize, the Abraham Lincoln Prize, and the Frederick Douglass Prize, among others.

Praise for
Frederick Douglass
Prophet of Freedom

“The first major biography of Douglass in nearly three decades.... Blight isn’t
looking to overturn our understanding of Douglass, whose courage and achieve-
ments were unequivocal, but to complicate it — a measure by which this ambitious
and empathetic biography resoundingly succeeds.”

— Jennifer Szalai, 7he New York Times

Thursday, September 10, 2020 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Live virtual lecture via Zoom | Free
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Filsonian listing reflects membership gifts received February 16, 2020 through April 30, 2020

The Filsonians February 2020 - April 2020

THRUSTON
LEGACY
CIRCLE

The Thruston Legacy Circle is an honorary
society established in 2015 to recognize
those who have followed the example of
R. C. Ballard Thruston by including the
Filson in their estate plans. Since our
founding in 1884, the Filson has been
privately supported and planned giving

is an ideal way to continue that tradition
of private support.

If you have made a planned gift to the Filson
and have not so advised us, we thank you and
ask that you let us know so we can welcome
you to the TLC. If you have not made a
planned gift but would like more informa-
tion about doing so, please call our Develop-
ment Department at (502) 634-7108 or email

Brenna Cundiff at brenna@filsonhistorical.org.

TLC Members

Allan S. Atherton

Joan Brennan

Collen Dale Bratcher*

Elizabeth and Richard Clay

Emily Durrett and Leonard Gross

Michael N. Harreld

Henry V. Heuser, Jr.

Frances Starks Heyburn

Martha Kissler*

Robert Kulp

Alton E. Neurath, Jr. and Elizabeth
W, Neurath*

Mike and Mary Dale Reynolds

Mary S. Sachs

Sharon and John Stern

Bill* and Lindy Street

Clay and Jo Stuckey

Carl M. Thomas

George R. Bailey and Porter Watkins

Orme Wilson

Stephen R. Zollner

*Deceased

CLARK Membership
($2,500-$4,499)
Kathleen and Clark Orr

SHELBY Membership
($1,000-$2,499)

Mr. and Mrs. J. McCauley Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Callander

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Gathright Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kane

Ms. Anne Brewer Ogden

Carl M. and Ellen B. Thomas

Mr. Julian P. Van Winkle IIT

Mrs. James S. Welch

CLAY Membership
($500-$999)
Ms. Mary Alexander and
Mr. John H. Downard
Jody and Tom Block
Mr. Thomas A. Donan
Mrs. Bella Portaro-Kueber
Dr. John L. Roberts
Mrs. Cora Jane M. Spiller
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Werst I1I

AUDUBON Membership
($250-$499)

Mr. and Mrs. John G. Donan Jr.
Dr. Owen K. Hitt

Marjorie and Robert Kohn

Ms. Nancy Lampton

Rep. and Mrs. Jerry T. Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Owen
Mr. and Mrs. Barker Price

Mrs. Martha D. Rankin

Dr. Julie Scoskie James and Mr. Steve James
Dr. and Mrs. Temple Bodley Stites
Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Swyers Jr.
Mr. Peter Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Tiano
Justice Laurance B. VanMeter
Mr. Patrick L. Vaughn

BOONE Membership
($120-$249)
Dr. Ann T. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Allison
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Arbegust Jr.
Mr. Joseph L. Ardery
Donna and George Atkins
Dr. Nancy D. Baird
Ms. Wendy Bateman
Kay and John Begley
Mr. and Mrs. Lorne Belden
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Bickel I11
Mrs. Faris Bilby
Wanda and Warren Bilkey
Dr. and Mrs. James D. Birchfield
Janice and Mark Bird
Ms. Jena Blythe and Mr. Howard
Rosenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth L. Bobzien
Mr. Charles H. Bogart
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence H. Boram
Ms. Marsha Bornstein
Ms. Susan G. Bornstein and
Mr. David B. Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Morton Boyd Jr.
Ms. Joyce Bridge
Dr. Charles W. Brockwell
Mr. and Mrs. George S. Brooks 11
Ms. Carolyn Brooks and
M. Peter Morrin
Pitsy and Jim Buren
Mr. and Mrs. William Hoke Camp Jr.
Mr. Richard M. Campbell
Ms. Terry Chambers
Mr. Brian Chandler
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Clark IV



Jackie and Westray Cobb

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cox

Mr. Theodore Craig

Steven . and Jeanne R. Currey

DAR- John Marshall Chapter

Mr. Christopher W. Davenport

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Mike L. Dearing

Ms. Marsha Dewitt

Mr. and Mrs. R. Carlton Dumas

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Michael Egan

Ms. Mary Jane Emrich

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McClure Fisher

Mr. Brandt Ford

Kathy and Steve Ford

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Fortunato

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Fortunato

Celeste and Keith Fowler

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Gardiner

Mr. James L. Gibson and Mr. Glen J. Elder

Mr. Scott Gill

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher M. Graney

Mr. and Mrs. James Edwin Graves

Susan and Steve Grissom

Mr. Dominic Guarnaschelli

Mrs. Kathy W. Hall

Judy and Tom Hardwick

Lynn and Gwynne Harpring

Ms. Tracy Hart

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace R. Horine

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Horn

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A Howard
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Mr. and Mrs. Carl Moore
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Mr. William C. Schrader III
Mr. Brian Shellum
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Ms. Ellie Smith
Mr. Lucas Somers
Danielle and Josef Spalenka
Ms. Ruth Spangler and Mr. Jack Ashworth
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stagg
Mr. Nick Stouffer
Mr. David Stuedle
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Thomas
Ms. Ann Thompson and

Mr. Patrick D. Mutchler
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Mrt. and Mrs. Jack B. Trumbo
Rick Jenkins and Virgil Vaughn
Dr. Richard A. Weiss
Dr. Richard Werking
Mr. Paul L. Whalen
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Sylvia A. and Frank N. Wheeler
Ms. Deb Whistler and Mr. Larry Thornton
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Whitaker
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Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Wiser
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Wright
William C. and Elisabeth Long Young
Mr. Russell Zaino
Mr. and Mrs. Guthrie L. Zaring
Mr. Stephen R. Zollner
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