4, 1931

called ¥o the fact that the
headstones in the o Cemetery are being
hauled away.

were under the impression t this cemetery
as a ¢ you therefore
plecase let us know Af g is Weing done by individuals or by
authority oi the city. |If the flatter, will you advise where
t.hnn;z‘um: po.t placed ind. if they will h:rt:nd for. Ve
frequently haye calls for information reg ng this cemetery.
- Fortunately the members ofﬁ'tho Bociety of Colonial Dames had

or rather m—&m from

A
o tion has been printed in the

Colopial Pames. They were not

copy 511‘.’ a8 some were :I:ydem with the ine-
the earth and they of courpe could not turn
them over. This old cemetery contains the remains of many of

copled many o
the tombstone
Register of

however able

scription tow

our early prominent citizens.

Yours very truly,

Otto A, Rothert, Secretary
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Cimy OF LOUISVILLIE

THE GATEWAY TO THE SOUTH
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

W. B. HARRISON. MAYOR
LEW ULLRICH.SECRETARY LOUISVILLE. KY.

HAZEL TRUAX ,ASS'T SECRETARY

¢ch 5, 1931,

Mr. OLbte A,
Filson Qlub,
118 West\Breckinridge S
Louisvilly

otheft, Secrptary,

¥y dear Mr. Rothert:

I have referred your ldtter of

March 4th, to the Director vhose de-

partment has superyision gf the Jefferson Street

Cemetery., Wr. Vartin wilq reply direct to you,

- >
Silicerely jyours,

WBH: KT 1. B. Harrison
Mayor
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CITY OF LOUISVILLE
FAY H. MARVIN KENTUCKY

DIRECTOR

BERNADINE LUBBERS DEPARTMENT OF PuBLIC WELFARE

CLERK

Marth 5, 1931.

Mr. Otto A. Qothert, Secretary,
Filson Club,
118 West Breck
Louisville, Kentu

My dear Mr., Hothert:

Yohr letter of March Yth. addressed to| Mayor Harrisonm,
has been referred to this department.

During the lasf§ two monihs the Cemetery Division of
the Department of Public |[Welfare lhas been endeavoring to clean
up the old Western Cemetdry and mglke it a place of beauty, rather
than an eye- re knocked down
and could nof be replaced and where the inscriptlions were defaced
to such an e
moved. Othef stones, where they could be replaced or repaired,
have been pr ted and the groun n shape so that
the 0ld cemetery can be re-seeded and properly cared for.

Sope of tHe treeg have been trimmed up and the hedges
have been trimmed.

We| hope, ipn this|way, t4 make the cemetery a place
for which we|may feell some|degree|of pride, rather than chagrin.

If|there are any other questions than fthese which
you desire apswered, please do not hesitate to cpll upon us
as we will bF glad to co-operate with you.

Very sincerely yglurs,

ﬁ% (s~

Director of Welfare

mb
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i %

Marech 9, 1931

nsive reply to our

r¥. Ve mre glad

a9 any racords of

bardals 4n the cemetiery, other than the tombetones,.?

I will padge the ihformatien you have given us

to these ing inquiry.

Jith thanks {pr your letter apd information,

This r:aterial is the property of The Filson Historical Society and caract be reproduced without pe mission

I any
[ fourp very truly,
Ladi _3. ‘i“..‘. Curator.
PeB, Wo Have found when it is very, vepy difficult to read
tonmbstone the surface a large

plece of ohalk, or a mixture of plaster of paris that has
bosn mixed up the night before, 4f the letters are cud into
the ptone, that the inseription stands ocut darker on the
vhite surface and thuséd we have been enabled to read inscrip-
tions that we oould noet before, .



Board of Park Commissioners é%ﬁ; ' E

Louisville, Kenbucky. L

MAP OF OLD JEFFERSON 87, CIM<TERY

Minutes of a regular meeting of the Mayor and Board eof
Council of the City of Louisviile, 22nd October ygbz.
.

"Resolved that the platt and ddyision of the New burying
ground thie day raportefl by 2, D, Hobbe, ¥ty Surveyer, be receivdd,
adopted and recpfded as|a pérmanent plan and division of said
bdrying ground fand that|Gep. W, Merdwether by and he is hersby
appointed a copmittes 44 femodel 446 oxdinancp on the subject
and report to ghe (1) or fuome sulfiequeny counpil and that the
‘surveyor procepd and stafe off t)fe same/ agreehble to the Platt and
that said Mepriyether\direct the Suryinf untilll otherwise ordered.”

looordl= ian City Jourdal Yo, 4, page 55.

Map of Lou , rave Tard f£4Ted in City Journal No.4,
page 56,

OF PRIVATE CRAVE YAiD(a portiion of the

Louisv 7 Yord) 2418 y Journal No, 4, page 5% 5
®— i e oMo These paps were syrveyed jand plotted by Edward 0, Hobbs and:
are reoo

#ded at the office of th1 Glerk of Board of Aldermen,
City Hall, Lou — 1

This gripve yard ie now known as the
i9 located on e south side of Jefforso
alley wesit of <
and is no lenger used,

stora Cemetery and
Street from the first
ast of l0th Street

has. Eppihimer,
May 1, 1933.
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WESTERN CEMETERY

ST

PRESENTED TO
From Che Filaon @lub, Inc, Louisuille, Keuturky
The National Society
of the By National Society of the Colonial
Colonial Dames of America Demes of America
in the

Date March 11, 1959

Commonwealth of Kentucky

Mrs. Sam H., McMeekin
22110 Douglass Bl
Louisville, Kentuc

Dear Mrs. McMeekin;

One of my feighbors takes the Louisville|Sunday Courier
Journal, then pgsses 1t on to me, I was very|much interested
in the magazinﬁ section of January eleven, and thought eo#f
what a shameful |sight of the old ceme I look back
as a boy of seven and e ighft years|of age, passing through
the cemetery to school at Beventh|and Madison. One of my
mo$ prize possessions is a|class picture of forty-four boys
and the teacher of that school. |

As I rememfer, that beautiful old cemetexry in those
days was well kdqpt by an-elderly man by the ngme of Patrick
Cody. Some of flhe most beautiful roses were gll through the
place and in thé -Spring;—violets— of the graves.
I will say one thing for Mr. Cody, He took care of that
cemetery like a moths care for a child, In later
yesars, I often wo! rqn of his age that could
do the work -- ke as nice condition as he did.

As you know, he |did no ¢ the modern equipment that we
have today. I 49 him, {to this day, coming up

out of the cemetie scythe on his shoulder and
carrying a cane, :

It was surrpunded by a barb wire fence. The only funeral
entrance was at -1xteenth Street long side ofl that was an
opening for pedelstrig Pa.S 8 dewalk be-~
tween Jefferson and Grayson Streets, later changed to Cedar
Street. About one hundred feet of the east end of the ceme-
tery was Catholic., It was seperated from the west section
by a large brick wall about six feet high and two feet thick
and extended from Jefferson to Grayson with no opening be-
tween the two. I have often wondered why that wall was ever
built., In studying about it, there must have been some kind
of a dispute between the two, causing its erection,
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The article mentions the last funeral there was in 189,
I remember seeing that funeral. One reason for remembering
it was my playgrounds was right around Jefferson and Sixteenth
and it was very seldom those gates were open.

A year or so a

go the magézi;: section showed a picture of
the park at Thirtee : ;

nEAT 8 said that it was once
a cemetery and whehh it Was fflled is when Wastern was started,
That must go bagk for at| lefst three hundred\y
because as I regiember in| pgssing thpreugh, one thing that im-
pressed me was [a very, 6ld mWillow t

of a grave and [the hdadst

man, supposed td
all I could sese

3 up nothing bt pleces of thse
0ld decaded casket™s

d putt g'them into s

Right at the east side of the entrance at Sixteenth St,
was the office gnd ed g 2 be svertpenth St. adn

center stood thd ) a large wooden
door.,

I left Louils 8 _mors : —yeoars—a4go, to come

here and had not been back| there §o stay eny length of time,
until 1943 and 194 to work for sqme relatives I have there.
Then 1s when I went around|to see some of the old places of

my boyhood days end it madf me hedrtsick when I sew the con-
dition of that o BMGtory .

Now, regarding some of the surroundings df the old cemetery;
on the northside of Jefferson lived prominent |and wealthy people;
on the northeast-vormsrof Jeffeorson and Seventeenth stood an
0ld house owned and occupied by Captain Gilmore, a river cap~
tain; this house ken down about 1892 gnd the present one
built; in the rejar, on|the of Congress was his stable
with servants! arterg aboye. Alout the center of the block,
between 16th & 1[fth, lived Jamuel [Querbacker. The two parties
mentioned, formeld the Wholedale gnocery of Querbacker & Gilmors.
A little further| east, |the gecond jhouse west of 16th St.,
lived Dr. Wintergmith, of = ale drug company.
Then on the northeast corner of Jefferson and Pixteenth 1ived
a doctor who becpme a dope addict. His daughtler beceme one
too. I had not peen them at least ten years, |so while driving
down Cane Run Ro 2 saw an old
broken down men and woman, trudging along the road and ny
fabher said to me: "Do you know who they are?" and said they
were the doctor and his daughter. Later, we read in the paper
that they had-found him and his daughter in an old shack al-
most starved and frozen to death., Next to the doctor was

a man by the name of Head who it was said owned the old
McCauley Theater,
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Next to the Auerbacker home stood a little o0ld house
that was at least one hundred or more years old and I al-
ways thought that no doubt, the first caretakers of the old
cemetery lived here,

« Woods.
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Maurice E. Woods
1621 Fair Street
Kalamazoo, Michigen
February 24, 1959

Dear Mrs. McMeekin: ’

In reply to youz Ny will T give my con-
sent for you to ugé S {11 consider it a

great honor and | hafe written will benefiy someone scmeday.
Since lookfing and/studying the pycture dver in fhe magazine, I have
thought of a few| more tlhings/that may j valuel to someone someday.,
As you knowy I mentioned the brfck falk through/at Sixteenth Street
and Jefferson, i ing wi the east gide sidewalk of
Sixteenth Street. zh fiin about fifteen

feet of Cedar Street. ~F Some old wooden steps,
four in all, leading down to the street level and on a line with the
west side walk. Another thing I want to mention is the east end, the
Catholic Sectiond I @Gon't think there were many burjals there, as I
remember. I woulld say, as I remember, that not more |[than thirty or
forty monuments the whole section and they were mdstly back near the
brick wall. Alsc the west end, just below Seventeentlh Street - the land
dropped two or th this lo¥er part, I am almost positive,

there were not more than five jmonuments &bl small ones.

Another thing that may of some| interest. was the demage don to
the cemetery by t cyelone iSﬁille on the evening
of March 27, 1890l T remember it well, several of the large trees were
uprooted and some| of the monuments knocked over.

In regard to 'would be very
glad to send it to the Courier Journal. I am sure the teachers and
children of today would get quite a kick out of forty-four boys in
one class, all wepring igh button shoes. Also two of
the boys with lo

dress. The pictufe is not fadefi; it i$ as clear as the day it was

taken., They talk| about rowded today. I don'$ think
they can compare Madispn schodl in those days. Besides the
old tuilding that|still siands,| there were two sixeroom cottages, one

on each side of the old building. I believe children| came there from
miles away.

I have enjoypd very much writing these letters shd hope that they
will be of some help to scmeone someday.

Sincerely yours,

Maurice E. Woods.
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Louisville, L, Ky. Nov. 16th, 1948

=

Mrg.Ben F. Ewing

Dear ©ir: v

I am very muy:

concerning the Weftern Jon iy Why you have\become interested is
surprising to me ' 3 fhat Synce 1931 - I personally

have made 2very lone about this

guestion bet 15th & 17th , and Jefferson and Cedar 3treets is one

of the oldest in fthe Yity, and the records of rial rites an’

privilezes which fere kepnt at one time by the Uity Clerk, cannot

be found. The Vity has absd

utilize this »roperty withoyt firsﬁ agulring title, since the prop-

erty actually belpngs to the persons who purchusel it for burial

surposes’ unguotel

You will nmo doubt find on file the correspondence regard-

ing some plan to fTIIIzq this_property. This place is an eyesore

',_l

and is desecrated| to thd lowest ledel. Part of this Cemeterv iz Cath

20

lic ezst of 1hth Bt - afd wed

ct

of Uth is protestant. I trust a

3

way will be found} +<ince The rscords are lost,| and takins the

troudple to look thru ths local papers since 181F to get such infor-

This material 15 the ]Sioperty of The Filson Historical Society ant caraet be reproduced without permission

mation as is zvallEPIs roarqlng pirtns and acacnhs of my: grand-
parents. +<he last member to be burried there was IMro., wliza Speer,
July 10th 1393, ZGvery identifyine mark has been destroyed. ill

be rlad to worik with you in this matter.

Very truly yours,

John H. Remfry (S)



Louisville L, Ky. Nov. 27-1943
Mr. Ben F. Ewing.

Dear Sir

Since reciev
Western Cemetery
endeavored to gzet |what he remaining

stones stundiine an{ lying broken o e I further took

is taking place.

One picture I failed to zet as the clouds began to gather, making

pictures impossiblf, and rthat was nLorses roaminfg over the entire

grounds.

Today I visITea Thne r}brary Yo ret wmt Tecords were available

e |

Trom Ky. State Tistorical So¢iety Reoister #28 - Regr. L7 to 60 which

contained the Ky. Jfombasitons nscripdfonn- Jang 1930 only a hnandful

still remain.

=

Yestern Cemehery s taken [jom Newspapers re-

Clippings ok

vealed an interestine item, and if Mr. latt J. Holt, Atty. or his

successor as generpl Couficil for legal &id Jociety could be contacted

a more detailed rekord cpuld He obtgdined. The item of interest wes

a suit on behalf df one lir. Bé4ard, jeweler, located at Bullitt and

VMain for molestatilon of of grave markers. This |[item appesred in

the Louisville Herald, August 10-1922. Mr. Beaid purchased his lot

from the Yity, July 2-1835 this beings about three years =fter deed-

ne to city 1832 from Morcomo B. Beall.

(]

Tt is further noted in Annual Heports - R 352 - L 888 A. Page
239-1893 that many enterments have been removed and interred else

where., This was the case of one Samuel R, Cook notation on stone
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states removal to Cave Hill.
It is further noted in this report that "In many respects the uses
of this Western Cemetery are said not to be respectable, and we respeck-

fully urge the VYity of Louisville }ransfer the entire property to the

vigsion - Viz - Unquofe. The|prfvisions you will\find in apove reports.
fliza Jane Speer was

qn burried since, Mrs.

Ivd the clippingNgf Aug off inferred that all are

most all the heirs were contacted with reference to the renoval of

remains to another femeterv. One grave was openefl and nothins but

dust was found. Th¢re are only two heirs remainihg in the “peer

Family. My sister lMrs. H. . [Adams apd myself.

You mention "The law cdverning| Cemeteries of course, is a

crzature of the Legfs dnd if I-esr—sdmesrely interested before

the next meeting of|the Xv. Legislature, I might bemind you again'.

Do you doubtbmy—simcerity? —¥outd—F—pe—te—ull this trouble?

As to thé logatiom-of the Speer Lot, I am in doubt, and if a

plot of the grounds|could |oe folund it would of much help, for if any

change 1s made, the|locations would ble necessary.

I have writtpn at dessttlengthland hope ihe efforts made will

not be in vain, I §m
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Sincerely yours

John H., Remfry



BEN F. EWING
ATTORNEY
KENTUCKY HOME LIFE BUILDING

LOUISVILLE, KY.
December 7, 1948

o

Filson Club
118 West Breckinridss
Louisville, Kfntuclf

¥y dear Judge:

I am enclosing two3silert o i H. Remfry, with
reference to the cemetery at l“th and Jefferson Streets,
Louisville, Kentucky.

This cemetery|is in a deplorable condition, |and 1s a dis-
grace to the Yity, but under our laws, it s¢ems that nothing
can be done.

It seems to me if we can| get engugh information, we might
get the Kentucky Legislalfure tolpass an Act concerning
cemeteries so situated. i

I would apprediate it very much if you would have the Filson
Club's recordd examined for any information|concerning this

cemetery. If |you do find such information, |I would appre-
ciate it if ydu would sdvise me

Very truly yours,

IIS=

BFE:1lg

Enclosures

Zichard [F. Hill, Secretary
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Notes of visib of Bruce Hoblitzell, Mayor of Louisville
%o Richerd He. Hill, Beoretary, The Filson Club
August 10, 1960 « 11400 a.m.

e

group of ladie

representing the
ion the G

thing for or & monument

or marker, hisllory of the

ceme tery, on [like "for addie
tiomal in } It was suggested
that the n be listed, dut

that is im ist has been found.

The hyar is ovuglderin t , Nedt
parts. The BEast end, to be takeém over by the Park Department
put fence around Go protect markers, etoc., to be used by

the neighb U = ploneer-type fence.,
The Weet B to be made into & play ared for childrems There

have en #o burials baok of the library|and the play area
would be pdesible,

The Western Cemetery
erea of Louigville.
would be extra lights

Mr. Hill % ry out this projeect.
He to appoiint his committee, decide on rding of marker, ete,,

"

League would help, There

g in t#: midegt of the rehabilitation
to make cometery attractive.

Marker in
First Mayo

The grave in Cave Hill - stone going apart., No meation of
Mayor on it

Mayor Hobliltzell o8 to lhave City of Louisville get
permission [from hélrs mark the grave with a bromsze plague
Firsgt Mayor| of Logisville (1482). Johm C, Buoklin died in
1844 and wjt'buri d in |(Westenn Cemetery., Cave Hill open in

6

1848, 1Mrs, body must have been
moved to C

0
boeth ere there.

Mr, Hill to| haad committes %o deolde what| to put om bronse
plaque, etel, Mr, ¥mdd Nunn (with Mayor Hbblitzell today) to
be on that commities, MNr. Hill asked him, The Mayor to get

permission to put markey on grave, Mr. Hill to sppoint Committee
AL R LSRR R L LT

Fragmentary remarks sbout Col. Bings Our 1851 map of Louisville
(Mayor wants photostet for City Hall). At City Hall are extra
coples of Municipal Reports which will be given The Filson (Clud
to supplement and f£111 in gaps in our Reports.
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Notes of visit of Bruce Hoblitzell, Mayor of lLoulaville
to Richard H. Eill, Becretary, The Filson (lud
August 10, 1060 « 11400 asm.

,(Esauy contest) for
To be participated

j i u; 9rivate, parrehial schools and
uisville /and Me tropoliten Az

The Mayor has an 1den - n sente>r
all schools in the

in by student
colleges in /]

later.

Essay %o be\ on "What the ¢ f Louisville Means to Its

Hetropolit

The young people be made | of what parents and

grandparents, ete.,'ﬁid for them to make Louisville the
Metropolitan Oity it is,

Employ publiioity man « Commisar (?)

Whe put d
Transportat enexal Ele

rie? Univernity of Louisville,
first municipal Univerleity in

the South.

A Citizens Committee

o be apPointad %o promote City of
Louisville.,

Fragmentary|note:
Irvin Marcug ¢

isville Grow?! Pusinesst
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: TRk Fyour let.er |enclosing a

olipping rraa tho dourior-Jeur:nl Vegagdine about

"louisvillle's Big Ha"u€," being & story by lildred
Jefferson

8. Landay of the old Western Come tory dv
Street. this nterest and
an -undorin; if you|intend |for me to keep it. If
80, I will place it|in The !il:on Club's files.
rks re old

cemetory pre most intorozting and your lotter will
be filed {in our collection,

L.&U « Riebel
and the Muldoon MHonument Company ebout the marker

te be placed in the old cemetery by Mayor Hoblitzell,
Mr. Fehn Muldo ument Company has sube

1 and the Mayor, and
ptdd, hel will |furnish me with copies

of the depign b@ iled all the members of

the Mayorls Comnitseel, ou will doubtleas be

With kindest regards and bch wighes,

Cordially yours,

Richard H, Hill
8eore tary

REH: td
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Louisvilles

CourierJournal Photos by Jim Harlan
Youngsters frolic around fallen tombstones and over the many invisible graves

that extend throughout the playing field in the background shown at the left.

YT
E
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s Bi¢ Ham

ly Western Cemetery

is a monument to forgetfulness of the dead

By MILDRED S. LANDAU

F YOU are one of the people who have

passed the abandoned graveyard at 16th

and Jefferson and wondered why it’s so

neglected and forgotten, then this story
is for you.

This is the famous old Municipal Western
Cemetery, resting place of many of Louis-
ville’s 19th Century elite and Revolutionary
War heroes—and there have been many

- unsuccessful attempts during the last 50 years

to convert it to other uses.

Every year the few remaining gravestones
become more battered and crumbled. Weeds
grow high each summer, horses graze, chil-
dren run wild, and wundesirables of every
description populate the area day and night.
But there is at least one person today who
is trying to do something about the place.
He is State Senator B. J. Bonn, 4020 W.
Broadway.

Senator Bonn is deeply interested in a
bill to have this session of the State Legis-

* lature enable the City to convert the property

to other purposes. The bill, approved by the
Mayor’s Legislative Committee and drawn up
by the City’s Law Department, would pave
the way for municipal use of the 1,000-iront-
feet area on Jefferson Street, which Bonn
terms now an affront to decent people and
a disrespect to the dead. :
Senator Bonn’s interest stems from 1912,
when, as a boy, his neighborhood team played

baseball with a team from the Jefferson

Street territory on a baseball diamond laid
out right on top of the graves. Bonn saw
many evidences of vandalism and destruc-
tion. Vaults were torn open, he recalls, and
the beautiful mausoleums wrecked. Through
the holes, he says, you could see the under

ground caskets, and right into the coffins.
The boys continually threw rocks at the
tombstones.

A senator for almost 20 years, Bonn has
tried to interest the City in doing something
about this area. He thinks the ground ideal
for a municipal building, a housing project
or school.

Land for the Western Cemetery was
acquired by deed from Norbourne B. Brall
and the Commonwealth Bank of Kentucky in
October, 1830, but it was October, 1832, before
an ordinance was read before the Louisville

General Council setting up the cemetery. Two

weeks later a revised ordinance was passed.
It read in part: “Be it resolved that James
Rudd and George Meriwether be authorized

to lay off a part of the lot purchased for-

burying ground and attached to the city, and
to direct the sexton to dig graves in the part
they shall designate.”

The ordinance set aside at the eastern

end 150 feet fronting Jefferson Street for the
burial of Roman Catholics, the burials to be
subject to the regulation of the Mayor and
Council. Adjoining the Catholic section was
348% feet devoted to the interment of
“strangers,” whose identity could not be
ascertained. West of the strangers’ section
was 440 feet for white persons, then 166 feet
for persons of African descent. Appointment
of a sexton was to be made annually by the
General Council, and it is said that the sex-
ton’s job in those days was considered quite

. a plum.

Many attempts have been made to use
the area for other purposes, particularly a
park, but opposition always arises, chiefly
from the descendants of the persons buried
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FREE Gift for just
bringing this ad in
to see Sun T-V

1 DOWN DELIVER
—ATIONAL NAME auu:s

. SUN TELEVISION

= 719 E. BROADWAY
Between Clay and Shelby Sts.

BAGLESS
ClEANER

Third Floor
. . also St. ratthews

Springtime’s "EXTRAS"
to delight the Younger
se’ * & @

Sweet scallop- —
edged collar adds J-T.;ﬂ
Spring prettiness 20
to school sweaters 3

and Sunday R e,

dresses. Washable W
white with red or

navy trim, or all

white. 1.00
Nothing
2 Springier
> than bright
confetti-dots

on washable white
. collars. Navy or
red on white.

- 1.00

If she loves
casuals with
interest—this
belt with unusual g:
buckle-accent is

for her. Red,

navy or green calf.

Bright stripes
with finy turtle
" or gay ballerina

pins—an unusual
cinch - belt that's sure to
please. Elasticized—in white,
red or navy with multi-color

stripes. 1.00
For Straight ”’A’s” in
Popularity . ..

MODERN AGE

The favorite, sturdy,
raady-to-go-anywhere loafer.
In handsome brown elk.
Sizes 4 10 9. 7.95
Mail and phone arders promptly filied

there. Some of the heirs hold as sacred the very ground
in which heroes of the Revolution are buried. In 1805 and
again in 1914 aitempts were made to have action taken.
In October, 1921, it was announced the Outdoor Art
League was planning to convert the ground into a park.
Many articles appeared in: the newspapers of that time
about the “dark square where dangers lurk in the
shadows.”

The City communicated with as many descendants of
the original lot owners as it could find and offered to
remove whatever remained of the bedies to Cave Hill.
In many cases, however, when the tombs were opened
no trace at all of the bodies remained. Not even the
bones were there. There was much public discussion of
the project, but in August, 1922, the heirs of Evan C.
Beard filed suit to enjoin the City from removing the
members of their family from their lot and also to recover
$1,500 damages for the alleged removal from the lot of
various grave markers.

In addition, many public protests have been made-about
the condition of the area. At one time .a mass meeting
was held at Macauley’s Theater at which a vigorous pro-
test was made against the seeming disrespect to the dead
and especially the war heroes. In 1920, a special
P.-T.A. meeting was called of the Madison and Western

Departmental Schools to discuss the subject. Other

P.-T.A’s were enlisted, too, but nothing came of this
attempt.

In 1922, The Louisville Herald reported, a meeting of
75 boys between the ages of 12 and 15 was brought about
by Mrs. John H. Miller, who lived opposite the cemetery
for many years. Each of the youngsters pledged himself
not only to help the sexton keep the place in order, but
“pever to venture again onto the old burying grounds for
pleasure.”

About 1905, according to The Couner-Journal “the
brick wall which bounded the cemetery was torn away
and stone curbings which outlined many of the lots
disappeared. Tombstones which had fallen were cleared
to the back of the graveyard and lay in a pile. Tethered

NAMES OF PIONEERS MIN

“Oblvees: Follows Decay Fer Some Whose Bedies Wi Land Tr Rt By Phst Generatves [n Lowtilids
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Photo from Courier-Journal Microfilm Files by Jim Harlan
The sad plight of the old cemetery was evident back

in 1912, as this big Courier-Journal story related.

to the tombstones, goats were cropping the young grass
. Violets and myrtle run riot all over the place and
of the tall trees few show any signs of life.”

The Herald reported in August, 1922, that comparatively
few of the bodies that were buried in Western Cemetery
remain. Most of them had been removed to other burial
places years before. The graves opened more recently
contained only dust. There was no frace even of the
“oddly shaped iron coffins” that were the vogue when the
old Western Cemetery was the last resting place for many
of the city’s fashionable citizens. The Courier-Journal said
about that time almost all the Catholic bodies had been
removed around 1880.

About the year 1900, Mrs. James Moreland Johnson
and Mrs. James Wilder McCarty, of the Colonial Dames,
copied epitaphs and family names from the tombstones
standing at the time. In 1912, they again visited the
cemetery. Less than a half-dozen of those tombstones were

Continued on Page 36




Many of the graves were robbed of bodies

LOUISVILLE®S HA’NT Continued

still standing. In 1929, the Colonial Dames,
under the chairmanship of Mrs. Samuel H.
Stone; copied down what remaining inserip-
tions were still legible, Dates of death ranged
all the way from 1810 to 1880. Many of the
inscriptions were long and fanciful.

One read:

_A faithful friend, a father dear

. A tender parent lyeth here
An upright man in all his ways
In truth and justice spent his days
Repent in time, make no delay
For I was quickly called awaey.

Another:

Thou art gone from us, dear one,

That thow should’st die!

No life be left to the butterfly.

Thou art gone as a dewdrop

Is swept from the bough 7

Oh, for the world where thy
home is now.

A stone about two feet high read, “.Rebecca
Bakewell, aged 130. Died 1821.”

And on one large monument erected to
Thomas Yeatman was the line: “He was the
poor man’s friend.” ,

Many of the “clients” of the old graveyard
were captains and majors from the Revolu-
tionary War, but there were many other sol-
diers as well.

Once a Revolutionary soldier’s cap ap-
peared on some stones children were
playing around, and it was said the cap came
out of a tomb, .

There is also a record of an official denial
that children were playing with human skulls
from the graves.

In the early days there were many grave
robberies, and stories have it that most of the
grave openings were the work of medical
students who lacked facilities in those days
to practice on the human - body. They
reportedly stole bodies from the graves in
order to have something to practice on. Many
dead cats and dogs of the neighborhood, it
is said, were buried by children in their own
backyards, and the graves marked with foot-
stones surreptitiously removed from the
unobjecting dead in ‘Western Cemetery.

THE Herald of November 13, 1915, shows
a picture of a vault which became well known
to the neighborhood as the rendezvous and
junk shop of a gang of bicycle thieves, who,
after hiding their loot, would lie about the
vault at night and make unearthly noises to
keep neighbors away from the place.

Numerous other stories are told about the
old Western Cemetery. One is about the two
boys of good family, Tom and Harry, who
lived on the same street and were constant
companions until they grew up. and fell in
love with the same girl. Before she chose
between them, the Civil War began.  Harry
joined the Confederate, and Tom the Union
forces.

A month before the end of the war,
the girl died of a fever contracted while
nursing wounded soldiers. She was buried in
the cemetery.

Soon Tom and Harry returned and in-
sisted on seeing their loved one again, even
though she had been buried. After much
difficulty, Tom’s -father arranged for the

Mildred S. londav is a native of Louisville and
active in club work. She has written several arficles
for this Magozine in the past. She is the wife of
Joseph landau of The Courier-Journal Magazine staff.

grave to be opened under pretext of remov-
ing the body to another grave. Before sunrise
one morning, the coffin was dug up and
opened.

Tom tried to shield Harry from the sight,
put Harry pushed forward, tock one look at
the remains and promptly fainted. That night
he shot himself and was subsequently buried
close beside the girl. The girl’s tombstone
remained a landmark for many years, but
when a curious investigator went to look for
Harry’s, there was no trace of it.

‘Another tale is about a gathering ‘of
mourners who were lowering a coffin into
a grave amid prayers and cries so loud that
none noticed a coming storm. A sudden vio-
lent clap of thunder scared everyone into
looking away from the grave. At the same
moment the bottom of the wooden coffin
broke loose, and the body fell into the grave.
Before the astonished mourners could collect
their wits, a torrential rain came down and
poured into the pit with its body. It was
hours before they could get the body back
into the coffin and restore order.

Although it is probable that few, if any,
burials took place in Western Cemetery after
1890, memorial services of some nature were
held occasionally for years afterwards.

lN 1911, the western end of the cemetery,
most of which had not been used for burials,
was purchased from the City. The Jefferson
Street Branch of the Louisville Free Public
Library was buiit on the site and opened
in March, 1913.

Money was raised to buy the land by
dividing the lot into tiny segments and sell-
ing shares to 347 interested persons. The
school children of the area also entered into
the enterprise, this being the first time school
children in Louisville had participated in
efforts to help establish libraries in the city.
After the library was dedicated, efforts were
made to get the children to play behind the
libraty building, in two acres known as
Jefferson Park, rather than among the graves.

But, through the years, the cemetery has
continued an untended space open to chil-
dren, horses, bums, loiterers and night
prowlers alike.

A broken whisky bottle adds to the litter
that abounds throughout the old graveyard.
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LEWIS A. WALTER Appraiser, Arbitrator, Adjuster

Counselor to Beneficiaries and Estates

Real Estate Exchange ry -~ Subdivisions Platted, Developed, Managed
CITY 3474 RESIDENCE SOUTH 2175-M
GENERAL MANAGER UNIVERSITY PARK
LEW
I\lls é X‘:g{f‘:{n?lﬁtg”\]c MODEL HOUSES DESIGNED, LOCATED BUILT |
ADVISE WITH YOU WHEN IN DOUBT AS TO PURCHASE “
LOUISVILLE, KY' SALE OF ANY FORM OF REAL ESTATE, ESPECIALLY !‘
INVESTMENTS RESIDENCE AND SITES

Gentlemen-I Lewis A.Valter Dec 11=32

T am ot work compiling data on the GityBurial Ground
known as Lower Burying Ground Jefferson Souibh Side
between Sixteenth and Highteenth Streets,to Beglin
WitEhI ne?d thistdee&%---which may be identified
_ by ese fragmentg--- w % £ o,
"William Niven,Trustees as aforesaid and thef?rggggegggﬁs(ﬁglé%gﬁgégﬁiftco
that they will and their successors shall forever warrant and defemdi
the 'said lots of land against the eclaimor claims of 2ll and every person
or persons whatsoever claimimg or to.claim the same by , from, thru or |
under them. In witness whereof William A.Cocke. Mayor of said elty, hath
hereunto subscribed his name and affixed the seal of the sald City of Louis-
ville this first day of July, eighteen hundred and thirty six. Will. A,
Cocke Mayor,
Now on the reverse is found City of Louisvidlgto deed-- Martin, Ainsley,
Fulton, Adie , & Niven. Examined & Recorded in City Deed Book of Lots

sold Page93., Now here is the - ?XEJQAg;4¢;A4§é§5§zgzzq25*
Wheréas a goclety of Native Scotchmen have been fermed In ¥ city of Louls~

ville Kentueky, amongst other thingdfor obtaining and holding a cemetery

or burial placepnd said Society of Natlve Scotchmen have appointedp Bos. rd

of Trusteesconstisting of five, to purchase of .the City of Louiswville a lot

od Land to be held by tHem and their successors forever in trust as a place

of burial for the Members of said, Society and native Scot@hmen in the city

of Loulsville and by a resolutioqbfrigid Sgciety, saild trustees are to cm~-
g

tinue in officgfor the space and te f one year with power to fill anyvacan
cy that may occur during the year, om amonk the Soclety, or on failure

of said Soclety frombmong the native Scotclmen llving In said cdity and
whereasfsaid Soclety ve elected and appointed John Martin,Hugh Ainsley,
Williath Pulton, Alexander Adie,and Willlam Nivin Trusteesof sald Society

for a year and with the power aforesaiqbnd the said Trustees in fulfilms ¢
offthe purposes of said Societyhavs purchased in the City of Louisville th
fdllowing described pieces of land, lying and being. in. the LOWER BURYING
GROUND of said City on Jefferson Btreet, towit:Lots. Numbers 264~265=8 266
each lot being 22 feet from East to lest and 36 feet. from North to Sout h
more or less being the width between North and South from an alley to t hc
SoutHBoundary Wall, thegsame as laid down by an authenticated plan of the |
ity 'Grave - Yard-- Now this Tndenture Witnesseth that the Mayor amyl bod
of councilmen of the Clty of Louisville, for and in consideration oj%he s
of 3 60,00 to them in hand paid the recelpt whereof is hereby acknewledged
have granted, bargaingd and sold and do hereby sell and conveyto said Johr
vartin,flugh Ainsley, 'i11iam Fulton,Alexander Adie and Williaxw Niven Trust:
as afores~aid and above described lots and parcels of Land- To have and to
hold *+he same described Lots to the said Tyrustees afodfesaid and to:thelr
Successors, to be appointed as s foresaid forever, for the uses and purposes
herein before mentioned . And the said Mayazand Board oflGouncilmem of
the City of Touisvilledo covenant to and with th said John Kartin,Hugh R
&insley, WilliamFulton Alexander Adie and William NivenTrustees as aferesald
that they will.apd thelr successors shall forever warrant and-defend th e
saidlots of Landhgainstthe Claim or Claims oflall and every person Or pe  rsor
whatsoever claiming or to claim the same, by, from, through,or un@g%@%hem.
apal iect of Jno Patten born in Ambherst Co Va2-11-1789- -22=37
%ﬁiﬁ;oiii; Mrs Sophia Crawford born in smherst County Va. [|12-19-1766

& b
vhile returning from New Albany this A.N. e §tgpped for aﬂfe?lo—lut{4
moments st the old gixtesnth Street Cemetery &anc found thatmduTlggtzhls
nnemrloysd crasge they had vicorously cleanedsthls rare oldﬂbpot with
a fine toothad comb =s it wers goling so ?ar in ?he eaft ?n% as ’co‘r
use & plow smoothing over the gr9u§d making 1t 1@pos?4ble ;?qqgﬁg xeﬁ ol
on for any ons to find thelr fgml%les graves as all dll@Yitdgmf *6u2hfﬁ
besn obliterabed - Why will sueh ignorant peopie be permi hgd égpbm e
such a sacred placa - thers are many persons who h§ve not tAdtﬁgiiy
o pemove thelr dead who now will not find 1? p0?§1b19 to locate EaaLt o
dead a&s the records are Vvery meagrs and nothing like completer?coéuf exls
T Lewis A.Walter have perhaps ths most complete reqor?s a? Iﬁ¥§n ruo
this Cemetasry asbout .1905-6 and with my Stenggfapher ma%e & ra 6%’1 e
sxheustive record of the stones remaining ana‘uoday thilefa?e f =
standind or remsining which were fhere t@at @uyt I E?om of §05502azeJH111
équal mine as I have found there is nothing in the ymty Ha}h 0] e e
or slsawhere which approaches a record - they mu§t ?e somew efigl 4
Near the 16 st & Jefferso;iwaikwéyq% gaégig gveigfg?QBngéihggzg e ol 1Y
isa---- nsort of Willls Levi wied r - 48 4 > 4
ggu;gi age g%one rounded. wigg a W?iiﬁg ggoglggegzrv%;ﬁd?hghiznzsr?giy
uring he wome & 18 Wi a 4 nd- T ;
Eggglﬁioggigtggi g§$a§o§§2? é?uher father Willis ﬁ?oseh?ighgr g;isalso
' s 1 gcond ti i y child is TRk
Willis Levi who married a sgcond time and th81{ on 7 ohii L Twife of
Loyise Warren born Mch Xk 17 186¢ whose mother was : erin Cioe gy Y,
the middle Whllis Levi whose‘father was the firsu‘be g} r L
e ot puinttng § Beve vnicn be, SHortey 188, O o i
ind at it gen p& ‘ , g 88T ,
ﬁi;néingqt?‘ipie it batwee% 60 & 70 and the ?1 year old Mrs gggrﬁrg |
;fat;s éﬁe was 2 years old when her father died at 6§ p9rn é s~ﬁot I
%as éhotogr@phs of har farher a&nd her mother this pilnéén%hagethi i
fesemble fhis father of hers horn 1797 so 1 amwgﬁnwgp%_{,ltpwn ol
portrait is of the first bellringer ¢ fgth@r_a. ﬁgom_g?rﬁ_; . .
“ho was hovn approximat@1y1770-74 and hls"mothag_the other pqggra%t approx
45 was said she hed been psinted approxl8sd and shows her to be without ted
" and perhaps 70 making birth 1760-65'Unsigned and andeted are these portra
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