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Beginning Genealogy 
 
Vital Records & Obituaries 

 



Birth, Death & Marriage Records 

 

 



Locating Vital Records in the United States 

 Your extended family. 

 Libraries & archives in the state where your 
ancestor was born, married, or died. 

 Online sources such as Ancestry.com & Family 
Search. (Especially for death & marriage records.) 

 A state’s vital records office. 

◦ “Where to write for vital records”  by Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.  A listing, by state, of 
how to obtain copies of birth, death, marriage, and 
divorce records: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w.htm  

 County clerk’s offices. 

 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w.htm






BIRTH & DEATH 
RECORDS 



Death Certificates 



Birth Certificates 



Birth & Death Records prior to the 

20th century 

 Some counties and cities kept their own 

birth & death registers prior to the state 

registration of these events. 



States & Cities that required 

registration of births & deaths prior 

to 1880 

State births & deaths prior to 1880 City births & deaths prior to 1880 

 Delaware: 1860 

 Florida: 1865 

 Hawaii: 1850 

 Iowa: 1880 

 Massachusetts: 1841 

 Michigan: 1867 

 New Hampshire: 1840 

 New Jersey: 1878 

 New York: 1880 

 Rhode Island: 1853 

 Vermont: 1770 

 Virginia: 1853 

 Wisconsin: 1876 

 Washington, D.C.: 1871 

 New Orleans: 1790 

 Boston: 1848 

 Philadelphia: 1860 

 Pittsburgh: 1870 

 Baltimore: 1875 



MARRIAGE RECORDS 



Marriage Records 



Marriage Documents 

 Some jurisdictions required more than one 
document. 

 Records of intent to marry vs. records 
documenting the actual marriage. 

 Some common documents: 
◦ Banns or Intentions 

◦ Bonds 

◦ Applications & Licenses 

◦ Consent affidavits 

◦ Marriage certificates 

◦ Marriage registers and returns 



Information you may find on a 

Marriage Document 

 Full names of bride and groom 

 Date and/or place of birth for bride and groom 

 Age at time of marriage 

 Date of the marriage 

 County where the marriage took place 

 Name of minister or priest who performed marriage 

 Church of marriage ceremony 

 Names and birthplaces of the bride’s and groom’s parents 

 Names of the witnesses to the marriage, often relatives 

 Occupation 

 Residence of the parties 

 Whether single, widowed or divorced 

 



Alternate Sources of Vital 

Information 
 Cemetery records & headstones 

 Census records 

 Church records 

 Coroner’s reports (for those who died in an unusual manner or 
were murdered) 

 Family bibles & other family documents (journals, diaries, letters, 
etc.) 

 Hospital/doctor’s records 

 Land records (E.g. death date of a person leaving property to an 
heir) 

 Local published histories 

 Military records & pension files 

 Mortality schedules (1850-1880) 

 Newspaper notices (birth & marriages announcements, death 
notices/obituaries) 

 

 



OBITUARIES 



Modern Obituaries 
Leichty, Ruth (Earnest) 

CORALVILLE – Ruth (Earnest) Leichty, 75, passed away Friday, Oct. 1, 2010, with her loving 
husband by her side, in their Coralville home. A memorial celebration of life for Ruth will 
be held at 3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 10, at First Mennonite Church in Iowa City, where the family 
will greet friends after 2 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed for the First Mennonite Columbarium. 
Arrangements are with Lensing Funeral and Cremation Service. 

Ruth was born Jan. 7, 1935, in Milford, Neb. She married Lowell Leichty on Oct. 10, 1954. They 
raised their family in Coralville. For many years Ruth worked as the office manager for the 
family firm, L.J. Leichty Construction. Ruth was deeply involved in the life and work of the 
First Mennonite Church in Iowa City. She had a vibrant network of friends and she had a 
special place in her heart for her grandchildren. 

She is survived by her husband of 55 years, Lowell Leichty; their five children, Greg (Kathleen) 
Leichty, Phil (Kim) Leichty, Kathy (Loren) Sands, Ruth (Brad) Giesking and Mark (Kristen) 
Leichty; 13 grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; and her siblings, Arlene Kremer, Ina 
Rediger, Don Earnest and Ron Earnest. 

Online condolences may be sent to www.lensingfuneral.com 
 
 

http://www.lensingfuneral.com/


Prominent or Wealthy Individuals 



Sensational Deaths 



Death Notices 



Brief Obituaries 



Ethnic publications 



Religious publications 

 TYSON.-Anna Tyson, relict of the late Isaac B. Tyson, of Upper 
Providence Twp., Montgomery Co, Pa., died on Monday the 6th of 
October, at the residence of her daughter, Lydia W. Heisey, near 
Williams Grove Cumberland Co., aged 85 years, 4 months and 26 
days. Eight years ago when her husband died, Sister Tyson removed 
from the above named township to Cumberland Co. She was well 
known in this section and had the highest esteem of a wide circle 
of friends. The deceased was the mother of ten children, six of 
whom survive her, viz: Enos W., of Schwenksville; Lydia W., wife of 
Henry S. Heisey, of Cumberland Co; Reuben W., of Upper 
Providence, Emeline W. wife of Daniel Kinsel; Mary W., wife of Levi 
S. Heisey of Cumberland Co., and Harriet. W., wife of Pre. Geo. 
Detwiler, of Sherkston, Ont. Thirty-five grand-children and two 
great-grand-children survive one who has passed the border line 
after a long and very useful life. The funeral services were held at 
the residence of her daughter, Lydia, on the 9th inst. Pre. John 
Lininger preached from Phil. 4:8. Services were also held at the 
Upper Providence church on the 10th and the remains interred in 
the burial ground adjoining the church. 



Identifying & Locating Historic 

Newspapers 

U.S. Newspaper Directory: 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/ 
 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/


Sources 

 Family Search.  www.familysearch.org 

 The Source: a Guidebook of American 

Genealogy.  Edited by Loretto Dennis 

Szucs and Sandra Hargreaves Luebking.  

Salt Lake City, UT: Ancestry Inc. (1997). 

http://www.familysearch.org/

