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 Five years ago, The Filson Board and Management 
team established the key planks of the strategic plan 
that today have continued the growth of the 
organization and the support of its members.  Most 
notably is the tremendous success of the Capital 
Campaign and the Groundbreaking for our new 
building and campus.  Symbolically, this building 
represents a new era for The Filson and the 
community is feeling the excitement.  Membership 
is growing unlike many other organizations and the 
programming continues to be provocative and 
drawing record attendance. Today we are reaching 
more audiences not only in person but electronically. 
Over the past couple of years we have reached out to 
new segments of the community, creating interest in 
The Filson and greater engagement.  Specifically, 
African Americans and audiences from Southern 
Indiana have rediscovered The Filson Historical 
Society and are showing their interest in the lectures 
and making contributions to our collections.  
Needless to say, The Filson is strong and continues 
its dedication to our mission to collect, preserve and 
tell the significant stories of Kentucky and Ohio Valley 
history and culture.
  Looking to the future, The Filson as a leader 
among historical institutions can lend its hand to 
important areas of study and development.  
Continuing the growth and access of our collection 
is a primary goal especially in underrepresented 
areas that are of interest to the community.  Expansion 
of Ohio Valley history as a key field of study would not 
only establish our region as having a critical role in 
the development of the Unites States, it will establish 
a tremendous sense of pride by all constituents.  
Finally, by continuing to find ways to present relevant 
history to our communities, The Filson will remain 
a key player in generating thought on important 
issues of the day.  
 It is an exciting time to be part of The Filson 
Historical Society and I would like to thank the Board 
and the staff for the tremendous work they are doing 
in creating increased opportunities for membership 
engagement.  Further, I want to thank all our 
members for their continuing support as we 
transition to the future.  

 Our block of Old Louisville is changing daily. If you 
have visited us at The Filson recently, you may have 
noticed our ongoing construction at Fourth and 
Ormsby, where the foundation for our new Owsley 
Brown II History Center is being poured.
 Here are some things to keep in mind as we 
continue our exciting Campus Expansion: The 
Carriage House is closed. The museum collections 
and Civil War exhibit have been removed and are now 
in storage. On November 1, fencing will go up 
separating the rear of the Ferguson mansion from the 
Carriage House as work begins in the Carriage House. 
That means we will lose some parking and you will no 
longer be able to drive behind the mansion.
 Please keep in mind that The Filson owns the 
parking lot at Third and Ormsby, next to the Kling 
Center. It has almost forty parking spaces in addition 
to those remaining on each side of the Ferguson 
mansion and these spaces more than make up for 
those lost. 
 Of course,  we will  continue educational 
programming at The Filson until the end of the year, 
and beyond. Moreover, our exhibit “Steamboating on 
the Western Waters”, commemorating the 100th 
Birthday of the Belle of Louisville, opened on October 
1 in our second floor program room. It is free, open to 
the public, and will be up until late December. 
 After New Year’s Day, we will begin to hold more 
lectures and public programs at Oxmoor and at other 
partner institutions. Of course, the “Our Shared 
History” series will continue in Southern Indiana. We 
also plan to continue making our research collections 
available until March 1, 2015, and possibly longer, 
depending on the pace of construction.
 Please keep checking the monthly programming 
calendar and research room schedule on our website 
www.filsonhistorical.org for updates of our 
programming locations and the progress we are 
making in our Campus Expansion Project.
 Here is how you can help.  Please join all those who 
have given so generously to the Campus Expansion 
Project by becoming a donor during our Public Phase, 
which began with our Groundbreaking on May 8. The 
amount is not as important as your participation at 
some level. Donor recognition begins at $100. More 
information on how you can become a supporter of 
the Campus Expansion Project appears on page 
eight.
 Thank you for your generosity and support!
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The Filson continues to acquire excel-
lent additions to its collection. In the 
past few months, books, manuscripts, 
photographs, and other collection area 
items have been acquired spanning the 
late 18th century to the late 20th century. 
A few of the items are highlighted here.

The Sternau children of Louisville:  
L to R - Stella, Minnie, Louis, Lottie, and 
Percy, ca. 1880. Gift of Henri Jo Barth.  

First page of Michael Heffernan’s 
memoir of Louisville’s infamous  
Bloody Monday, August 6, 1855.  
A native of Ireland, Heffernan recorded 
his recollections of that tragic day  
years later. Undated, ca. 1880s.  
Gift of Barbara Heffernan.  

Zoonomia by Erasmus Darwin, Dublin, 
1800. This scientific/medical work  
(in two volumes) belonged to Dr. Charles 
Caldwell of Louisville and is signed by 
him on the title page of both volumes.  

Letters from Three Continents by  
Matt F. Ward, New York, 1851. Prior to 
his killing William H. G. Butler and the 
trial that resulted in a not guilty verdict 
but banishment from Louisville. Matt 
Ward reported on his foreign travels in 
letters to the Louisville Journal  and 
subsequently published them as a book. 

1.
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The Filson  FALL 2014 1

Recent Acquisitions

1

2

43



The Filson  FALL 2014

BY JohnA PiCCo   |   h.F. Boehl inteRn

2

Track(ing) History: The Louisville and Nashville Railroad Company Architectural Records  

Browsing in our Archives

 Although the Louisville and Nashville 
Railroad Company ceased functioning in 
Louisville in the 1980s, its presence and 
stories remain. 
 Walk west on Broadway, for example, and 
you’d be hard-pressed to miss the red, neon-lit 
‘ L & N ’  a t o p  w h a t  w a s  o n c e  t h e  L & N 
headquarters. Just behind it you’ll find Union 
Station, today’s TARC headquarters. Turn 
around and move northeast toward Baxter 
Avenue and you’ll see the elevated platform 
that remains of what was once the L&N’s 
Baxter Avenue elevated train station, a prime 
example of the Art Deco style once widely-
popular for public transportation stations (e.g. 
the now gone Greyhound bus station, once 
located on Broadway). Drive under that same 
platform’s underpass (operated today by CSX) 
and you’re sure to see the letters ‘L&N’ cast 
into the concrete as you drive beneath. And while it’s difficult to miss 
those neon letters eleven stories high, other signposts like the vacant 
elevated platform make it difficult to discern, especially for Louisville 
transplants like myself, just how vibrant and far-reaching the 
buildings—and operations— of the L&N once were. 
 With the recent removal of 22 silos near the University of 
Louisville’s Cardinal Stadium, long-time Louisville residents may 
have been reminded of a similar scene that took place just across the 
street some 20 years prior, when what was once the site of L&N’s 
South Yard Shops were demolished in order to construct UofL’s 
football stadium. Opened in 1905 at a cost of $2,396,645—the L&N’s 
South Yards saw their end in 1994. In their heyday, these shops were 
a powerful force; by 1915 the employees of these shops could boast 
incredible construction and production metrics: 282 locomotives, 
400 boxcars, 200 refrigerator cars, and 451 cabooses—to name just a 
few! At its peak these shops spanned 70 acres and 35 buildings and 
employed 5,600 people.  
 The changing of our cityscape is an undeniable constant that must 
be done thoughtfully and with proper homage to what once was. With 
these changing landscapes in mind, The Filson Historical Society is 
excited to announce its preservation to Louisville’s industrial heritage 

“Drawings that detail the 
construction and finishes 
of long-gone depots help 
us piece together not only 
the structures and their 
functions but also remind us 
of the people who designed, 
constructed, worked, and 
utilized these spaces.”



“Whether it’s L&N history 
or building materials and 
shop drawings of the late 19th 
and early 20th century that 
has your interest, this newly 
available Filson collection is 
bound to impress and should 
not be missed.”
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and urban memory with its recent acquisition of 217 Louisville and 
Nashville Railroad Company architectural plans. The collection 
includes numerous drawings of structures and details from the very 
yards mentioned above. The collection contains plans between the 
years of 1879-1961 within Louisville as well as other Kentucky, 
Alabama, and Tennessee cities. 
 This collection, which is fully processed and ready for use, features 
drawings that illustrate a wide variety of structures including, but not 
limited to: combination stations, passenger stations, freight depots, 
offices, telegraph stations, and watchmen houses. This collection also 
contains a small selection of drawings that cannot be defined as 
architectural plans, but rather fall under the category of maps, 
finished drawings, and signage. Remaining drawings include details 
of interior finishes.
 Plans from Kentucky highlight the expansion of rail in directions 
both eastward and westward of Louisville, as well as plans for 
Louisville proper. Louisville drawings of particular interest include 
Union Station drawings for both pre- and post-fire construction (for 
more on the Union Station fire, see my recent blog post: http://
filsonhistorical.org/all-was-not-lost-architectural-plans-of-the-
louisville-and-nashville-railroad/). Notable also are drawings for a 
train shed and platform erected specifically for use during the 
Southern Exposition, South Louisville shop buildings, and interior 
details of ornate detailing found within both Union Station and the 
9th Street office. Also of significant importance are the plans for the 
carriage porch and train sheds of Union Station. Like the station itself, 
some sources attribute these sheds to Architect Henry Wolters, 
though this attribution is difficult to discern, as there is little 
information available on the sheds themselves as compared with the 
main station. Regardless of architect, these sheds represent a typical, 
though not unremarkable, American train shed style of the 1880s.  
Its style of truss is known as “bent girder” and Louisville’s station 
featured a total span of 100 ft., a maximum height of 50 ft. and a length 
of 400 ft. 
 Drawings of Alabama and Tennessee plans are also included in this 
collection and highlight the L&N’s southbound movement of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. Many of Tennessee’s records represent 
the cities of Nashville, Ridgetop, and Portland. 
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 Other notable aspects of this collection include the signatures 
of various L&N employees, including F.W. Mowbray, Chief 
Architect and designer of Louisville’s Union Station, as well as 
Superintendent of Machinery Frederick R. De Funiak. In total, 
approximately 70 plans contain initials or signatures of either their 
creator and/or approver.
 Drawings that detail the construction and finishes of long-gone 
depots help us piece together not only the structures and their 
functions but also remind us of the people who designed, 
constructed, worked and utilized these spaces. Like most historic 
buildings, the function of many L&N buildings was not always its 
last—nor its first. 
 Situated at the foot of the Second Street Bridge quietly stands 
the L&N’s first headquarters; known today as Whiskey Row Lofts, 
this three-story building was constructed in 1877 by Henry 
Whitestone in the style of Renaissance Revival, a style that can be 
seen throughout much of Louisville due to Whitestone’s influence. 
This structure wasn’t Whitestone’s only connection and 
collaboration with the L&N. Whitestone, who was a skilled 
residential architect, designed multiple homes occupied at one time 
or another by L&N executives, both of which were located on the 
once-fashionable Broadway. And while these residences, like most 
of their contemporaries, are no longer standing, their stories 
remain. 

 Located at 118 W. Broadway and constructed in 1859 once stood 
the residence of Horatio (H.D.) Newcomb who would go on to serve 
as President of the L&N (1868-1874), as would his son, Victor 
(1880). In 1890 the Xaverian Brothers purchased the house for the 
use as St. Xavier High School and the building would remain under 
this function until 1961, when St. X moved to its present-day 
location at Poplar Level Road. 
 Whether it’s L&N history or building materials and shop 
drawings of the late 19th and early 20th century that has your 
interest, this newly available Filson collection is bound to impress 
and should not be missed.



Page 2
Postcard image of Louisville’s Union Station (ca 1915-
1930) printed by The Kyle Co. in Louisville, Kentucky.

Page 3 - Top
Drawing of benches to be used within the post-fire (1905) 
Union Station. Drawing is dated January 2, 1906. 

Page 3 - Bottom 
Elevator grate detail (1906) for the interior of the 
Louisville and Nashville’s 9th and Broadway 
headquarters office building. This grate would have 
appeared on doors on the second through attic floors.

Page 4 - Top 
Drawn in 1889, this sketch looks to the south side of 
Union Station offering a view of the train shed and the 
Station’s own impressive structure. The arched 
windows of the station are typical of its Romanesque 
style. This shed is a commonly-used American train 
shed style of the 1880s, with a truss style known as 
“bent girder”. 

Page 4 - Bottom
Signature of Union Station architect F.W. Mowbray, as 
it appeared on this December 1890 drawing of fireplace 
detail inside the ladies’ waiting room of Louisville’s 
Union Station. 

Page 5 - Bottom 
A proposed train shed drawing for a Nashville station 
from 1893. Drawing includes truss and roof detail; glass 
at the apex and slate leading up.

Page 5 - Top 
Elevation and longitudinal drawings made in 1897 for 
this passenger depot at Ridgetop, Tennessee exist at 
The Filson. This image and many other “as-seen-from” 
the Louisville and Nashville Railroad can be found at 
The Filson Historical Society.
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A special thank you to my 
go-to L&N experts: Charlie 
Castner and Charles Buccola, 
both long-time volunteers 
of the University of Louisville’s 
Archives and Special 
Collections. UofL’s L&N 
collection, including an 
incredible photographic 
archive, is also a must-see.

5
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campus expansion report:
old walls fall, new walls rise

old walls fall
 Since the May 8th Groundbreaking on The Filson Historical Society’s Campus Expansion, our contractors 
have been hard at work on this exciting Project that will completely transform The Filson. The new Owsley 
Brown II History Center is rising at the corner of Fourth Street and Ormsby Avenue, and Project 
renovations to the Ferguson Mansion and Carriage House will begin soon.  The Filson’s Cornerstone 
Campaign fundraising team has also been hard at work since the groundbreaking, reaching $10.3 million 
against our total goal and Project budget of $11.75 million.  

May 8th GroundbreakinG

the owsley brown ii history Center rises at the Corner of fourth and orMsby
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Help us raise new walls
 Thanks to the support of our Campaign donors, we were able to tear down an old wall at our 
“groundbreaking” to make room for the new home of our region’s history. Now you can help us build a new 
wall that will be a crucial part of that new home and enable us to reach our full $11.75 million Campaign 
goal and cover the entire Project budget. 
 The Filson is pleased to announce that it is now accepting orders for a limited number of specially-
crafted, personalized, engraved wooden panels that will be part of the interior walls of the beautiful, new 
Event Hall in the Owsley Brown II History Center. 

the event hall in the owsley brown ii history Center, ConfiGured for leCture-style event

event hall enGraved panels

Each panel you order will be engraved with the name(s) of your choice. As permanent fixtures in this 
spacious, (capacity 250 plus) innovative facility, at the very heart of the “New Filson”,  the panels and panel 
walls will be the ideal place to commemorate your support for The Filson, or honor someone with a special 
affection for The Filson and our region’s history. They will also make unique holiday, birthday, or anniversary 
gifts for the special “historian” in your life.
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How to order
Our commemorative panels are offered in three sizes, at three one-time contribution levels. Panels are 
available in limited quantities and will be produced when all available panels have been ordered. You can 
order your panel by completing the form on the attached postage-paid envelope and mailing it with your 
payment to The Filson. You may also order panels online at www.filsonhistorical.org/purchaseapanel or 
by calling Laura Kerr at (502)635-5083. Thank you for your support!

event hall floor plan showinG loCation of enGraved panels indiCated in red

the owsley brown ii history Center viewed froM orMsby ave.
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tHe filson tHanks our cornerstone campaign donors:

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. Abbott
Rick and Marilyn Anderson
Anonymous Foundation
Anonymous Foundation
Anonymous Donor in memory of 
  Henry Dumesnil Ormsby III
Anne and Charles Arensberg
Hon. David L. Armstrong and 
  Carol Armstrong
Bradley Asher
Allen Atherton
Bill and Julie Ballard
Marsha E. Barnes
William E. Barth Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Bates
Mary Rose Beyerle
Bingham Greenebaum Doll, LLP 
 in honor of Rick Anderson
Mrs. Barry Bingham, Jr.
Dr. Arthur Thomas Blanford, M.D.
John Boh
Ina Brown Bond
Theresa and John T. Bondurant
Jack and Brenda Brammer
Joan Brennan
Betty Ann Broecker
George and Kathy Brooks
Betty Dabney Brown
David T. Brown
G. Garvin Brown IV
Leo J. Brown, Jr.
Marion Brown
Mr. Martin Shallenberger Brown, Jr.
Eileen and Mac Brown
Meredith M. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Robinson S. Brown III
The Owsley Brown II Family 
Brown-Forman Corporation
The C. E. and S. Foundation
David and Jamie Calzi
Sally Van Winkle Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. R. Lawrence Caperton
Laurence Carr
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Lin Caufield II
D. D. Cayce III
L. Stanley Chauvin
Kenneth H. Clay
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. C. Clay
Clifton Foundation 
Lisa Collins
William Copher
Earl Cox
The Cralle Foundation
Jerome A. Crimmins
Virginia Croket
John Crum
Mr. Lawrence M. Crutcher 

Christopher Davenport
Mark and Kate Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Dee Dewitt
Alice Dodd
Mr. and Mrs. J. O. Dunn
John G. Eifler
Linda and William Ellison
Ernst & Young, LLP
David and Lucille Fannin
Fifth Third Bank 
Mr. George E. Fischer 
Frazier-Joy Family Foundation
Paul H. Fridell
Mrs. Rudy H. Fritsch
Speed S. Fry
Vincenzo Gabriele
Louise Farnsley Gardner 
Mr. and Mrs. G. L. Gaston, Jr.
Holly and Joe Gathright
Gary Gerlach
The Gheens Foundation 
The Gilbert Foundation
Don J. Glaser
William H. Glye
Mrs. Mary Louise Gorman 
James E. Graves
Bonnie Burks Gray
Susan and David Gray
Downey M. Gray
Emily M. Durrett and 
 Leonard Gross
Kim Gruenwald
Barbara and Bruce Haldeman
Kathy Hall
Libby and Wayne Hancock
Dr. Mathew J. Hanka
The Wood & Marie Hannah 
     Foundation
Hardscuffle Foundation, Inc.
Barbara B. Hardy
Michael N. Harreld
Robert and Martha Haynes
Joseph B. Helm
H. Edgar Hill
J.J.B. Hilliard, W.L. Lyons, LLC
Marc Hilton
The Honorable Order of 
 Kentucky  Colonels
Robert B. Horner
Thomas Howard
Bixler W. Howland
Gerald G. Hubbs
Humana Foundation
Richard Iler
James Graham Brown Foundation
Lawrence and Sherry Jelsma
Ellen Pearson Johnson

Guy Jolly
David A. and Betty A. Jones
Thomas H. Jordan
Mrs. Barbara Brown Kannapell
Paul and Sarah Keith
Laura Lee Kerr
Philip Klein, Jr.
Robert E. Kulp, Jr. in memory of 
     Margaret Barr Kulp
Charles and Sally Lehman 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. LeLaurin
Mr. James B. Lentz
Mr. and Mrs. Hunter G. Louis
Abby and Fairleigh Lussky 
Ms. Stewart Lussky and 
 Mr. Robert Jones
Skipper and Hana Martin
Mary T. Means
Mr. and Mrs. R. Wathen Medley, Jr.
Judge and Mrs. Henry Meigs II
Berl Meyer
A. Stevens Miles, Jr.
Judy Lawrence Miller
The Mills Foundation
The Monday Afternoon Club
Raymond Montgomery, Jr.
Morel Construction Co., LLC
Clay L. Morton
Munson Business Interiors, Inc.
Duane and Anne Murner 
Austin and Jane Musselman
Judge and Mrs. John David Myles 
David H. Neustadt, M.D.
Eleanor and Phillip Newman 
Mr. Nicholas X. Simon 
Mr. W. Barrett Nichols
Vivian Ruth Sawyer and 
 Thomas T. Noland, Jr.
Patrick and Margie Northam
Judge Boyce F. Martin, Jr. and  
 Anne Brewer Ogden
Paul Ogle Foundation
Paul Olliges
Douglas Owen
D. N. Palmer
Paradis Foundation
Bo and Penny Pearson
David and Penny Pearson 
Joan and Thomason Pike
Charles Pittenger
Loren H. Plunkett
The PNC Foundation 
Publishers Printing Company
Peggy Ray
Joseph Reinhart
Barton H. Reutlinger
Elizabeth Reutlinger

Mr. Theodore S. Rosky 
Robert Rowan
Betty H. Schwartzel
Lewis P. Seiler, Jr.
Louise B. Seiler
Vicki Shain-Eckley
Alfred R. Shands
Sarah and Robert Shaw
Robert Slaton
Diane and Walter Snowa
The Snowy Owl Foundation
The South Fourth Street 
     Association 
John S. Speed
The Steinbock Family
Sharon and John Stern
The James W. Stites Jr. Family and
      J. Walker Stites III
Stock Yards Bank & Trust Company
Elizabeth S. Stokes
Richard and Mary Ellen Stottmann
Sarah Strapp
Bill and Lindy Street
Frank Strickler
Dace and King Stubbs, Marshall and
     Heather Farrer, Dace Maki
Clay W. Stuckey, D.D.S.
David Stuedle
Patrick Sumner
Avanell Sutherland
Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Sutherland
Kate and Harry Talamini
The Third Street Neighborhood 
     Association
Carl M. and Ellen B. Thomas
Ellen Miller Timmons
Martha S. Trotter
V.V. Cooke Foundation
Thorne and Sally Vail
Edith Van Slyck
Brig. Gen. R. R. Van Stockum
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Voyles
Gayle and Herb Warren 
Porter Watkins and George Bailey
Mrs. James S. Welch 
The Wells Foundation
Glenna Pfeiffer and Mark 
     Wetherington
Carol Proctor Whayne
Robert and Suzanne Whayne
The William M. Wood Foundation
Keith L. Williams
Mary and Orme Wilson
David and Susan Wood
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Woodcock
Herbert M. Zimmerman

As of 9/19/2014



Due to the renovation of the Ferguson 

Mansion as part of our Campus Expansion 

Project, Filson programming will be 

temporarily relocated to other locations 

in Louisville, starting in the spring of 2015. 

In addition to utilizing Oxmoor Farm, 

we are planning to host events in 

conjunction with other organizations 

in the area. Please keep an eye on your 

calendar for events at other locations!

Walter Borneman spoke to a large crowd 
at the Gertrude Polk Brown Lecture at 
Second Presbyterian Church in May. 

Mike Veach speaks about bourbon’s role 
in the steamboating industry at The Galt 
House Hotel in October.
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In just 1,337 words, the Declaration of Independence altered the course of 
history. Written in 1776, it is the most profound document in the history of 
government since the Magna Carta, signed nearly 800 years ago in 1215. Yet 
despite its paramount importance, the Declaration, curiously, is rarely read 
from start to finish—much less understood.

Troubled by the fact that so few Americans actually know what it says, 
Danielle Allen, a political philosopher renowned for her work on justice and 
citizenship, set out to explore the arguments of the Declaration, reading it 
with both adult night students and University of Chicago undergraduates. 
Keenly aware that the Declaration is riddled with contradictions—
liberating some while subjugating slaves and Native Americans—Allen and 
her students nonetheless came to see that the Declaration makes a coherent 
and riveting argument about equality.

In an “uncommonly elegant, incisive, and often poetic primer on America’s 
cardinal text,” Our Declaration now brings these insights to the general 
reader, illuminating the “three great themes of the Declaration: equality, 
liberty, and the abiding power of language” (David M. Kennedy). 

Danielle Allen is UPS Foundation Professor of Social Science at the 
Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, New Jersey. She is the author of 
The World of Prometheus: the Politics of Punishing in Democratic
Athens, Talking to Strangers: Anxieties of Citizenship since Brown vs. the 
Board of Education, and Why Plato Wrote. In 2002 she was awarded a 
MacArthur Fellowship for her ability to combine the classicist’s careful 
attention to texts and language with the political theorist’s sophisticated
and informed engagement. She is a Trustee of Amherst College and a 
member of the Pulitzer Prize Board and the Mellon Foundation.

our Declaration
 by Danielle Allen

“Our Declaration is a 
primer on all that we have 
been missing… Not just an 
invaluable civics lesson 
but also a poignant 
personal memoir… Allen is 
an evangelist for this 
romantic moment in 
American history when 
men of uncommon vision 
and political deftness 
stated their case and listed 
their grievances against 
the most powerful nation 
on Earth.”   
– thane Rosenbaum,  
The Washington Post

“At once simple, sharp and 
deftly executed.” 
– Kirkus Reviews December 2, 2014, 6:30 p.m. 

Second Presbyterian Church 
3701 Old Brownsboro Rd.

Tickets are $10 for non-members.  
Free for members of The Filson Historical Society. 

Send ticket requests with a self-addressed,  
stamped envelope to:  
GPBL Tickets, 1310 S. Third Street,  
Louisville, KY 40208.

g e r t r u d e  P o l k  B r o w n  l e c t u r e  S e r i e S
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 With the arrival of steamboats two 
hundred years ago, the Ohio Valley Region 
was gradually transformed. The “Western 
Waters” as they were then called, included 
the Ohio and Mississippi River watersheds 
and consisted of 16,000 miles of river ways. 
People, freight, ideas, and news travelled 
faster and our region was linked to national 
networks of commerce, communication, 
migration, and popular culture.
 This exhibit features steamboat related 
items drawn from The Filson’s collection, one 
that continues to grow thanks to donations 
and acquisitions. Items on display include 
the Belle of Louisville profile plan, an 1840s 
scale model of a steamboat, a newspaper 
published on a steamboat, and many other 
items.
 “Steamboating on Western Waters” 
opened on October 1 with remarks from 
Mark Wetherington, Director of The Filson 
Historical Society, on October 14 as a part of 
The Centennial Festival of Riverboats. This 
exhibit will be available for public view at 
The Filson Historical Society from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. on weekdays through December. 
For more information, please visit www.
filsonhistorical.org.

e x h i b i t  at  t h e  F i l s o n  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y

Steamboating
on Western Waters

The Filson also offered the following lectures during 
The Centennial Festival of Riverboats, which are 
available online as podcasts on The Filson’s website.

The Great River Catastrophe: The Collision of the 
Steamboats America and United States on the Ohio 
River with Mark Wetherington
 Steamboats introduced a powerful new technology to the 
region, changed river travel, and turned small landings into 
bustling towns. But steamboat disasters—boiler explosions, 
collisions, and fires—were not uncommon. This program 
examines the collision of the America and the United States in 
1868 and what the disaster tells us about life and death along 
the Ohio River during the steamboat era. 

Bourbon Whiskey: The Spirit of the Ohio River 
Steamboats with Mike Veach
The Ohio River played an important part in the development 
and delivery of bourbon. When steamboats came to the river, 
they changed this role in a multitude of ways, increasing not 
only the speed that bourbon made it to markets, but also the 
number of markets and the way the bourbon was sold. This 
program will examine in depth the role that steamboats 
played in the bourbon industry as well as the major role that 
independent operators on board the boats played in spreading 
the word about bourbon whiskey.
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 The Filson Historical Society continues to offer 
portrait tours in the Ferguson mansion as part of our 
mission to collect, preserve, and tell the significant 
stories of Kentucky and the Ohio Valley history and 
culture. These tours, which are offered on Wednesdays 
between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., have brought in a 
diverse crowd, from church groups to homeschooled 
groups to groups who found us on the 2014 Cultural 
Pass Challenge.
 At the beginning of this program, the tours focused 
on the portraits displayed in the Ferguson mansion and 
the stories of the people whole likenesses were cast. As 
time went on, the docents expanded their focus toward 
their individual interests. This resulted in a unique 
tour each week.

A mixed-age group from Our Angels Childcare visited The Filson in July.
The group participated in a portrait tour from one of the docents at The Filson 

before doing a scavenger hunt in the Civil War Exhibit.

at  t h e  F i l s o n

 During The Centennial Festival of Riverboats 
in October, the docents offered guided tours of the 
“Steamboating on the Western Waters” exhibit (see 
page 14 for more information).
 We would like to recognize our docents for the time 
and expertise they bring to The Filson on a weekly 
basis: Bill Ellison, Susan Norris, Margaret Tanguay, 
Denise Taylor, and Sandra Tucci.
 Portrait tours will continue at The Filson during our 
renovation. These guided tours are free and open to the 
public. Make sure you take advantage of this excellent 
opportunity to tour a historic Beaux Art mansion and 
our portrait collection!
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The Holidays are right around 
the corner! Let The Filson help 
you out with your shopping list. 

For the history lover: 
Give the gift of an annual membership! 
For a limited* time only, members have the option 
to receive 10% off the membership level of their 
choice when they purchase a gift membership. 
Please contact Sarah Strapp at (502) 634-7108 
or by email at sstrapp@filsonhistorical.org 
to take advantage of this deal!
*Offer valid December 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014.

For the Art/Architecture lover:
Lessons in Likeness: 
Portrait Painters in Kentucky and 
the Ohio River Valley, 1802-1920
Estill Curtis Pennington
$35.00

For the Art/Architecture lover:
The Architectural History 
of Louisville, 1180-1900 
Samuel W. Thomas
$60.00

For the bourbon lover:
Kentucky Bourbon Whiskey: 
An American Heritage
Mike Veach
$24.00
This book can be signed by the author!

The Filson Historical Society is now offering 
Gift Certificates valid for any of our upcoming 
bourbon programming nationwide. Keep an 
eye on our website to see where the Bourbon 
Academy is going next!
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How can you give a gift that will 

provide the greatest benefit to you 

and The Filson Historical Society? 

Through Planned Giving.

By informing us of your intent to 

include The Filson Historical 

Society in your estate, you are 

helping to ensure The Filson’s 

ability to meet our mission of saving 

and sharing the significant stories 

of Kentucky and Ohio Valley history 

and culture. Your commitment 

allows us to remain a strong and 

vital educational resource for our 

community both today and 

tomorrow.

Planned gifts create opportunities 

for both you and The Filson 

Historical Society. Choosing the 

right type of commitment for you 

and your needs is just as important 

as making the gift. It could be 

something as simple as naming  

The Filson as a beneficiary to a 

more complex trust arrangement. 

In addition to the tangible benefits 

of planned giving, you will have the 

joy of knowing that your 

commitment helps The Filson 

continue to be a steward of the past 

and ensures our future as a resource 

for Kentucky and the Ohio Valley. 

To learn more about planned giving 

options, please contact Rick 

Anderson at 502-635-5083.

CLARK Membership
($2500 - $4999)
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Gathright Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. R. Fairleigh Lussky 

SHELBY Membership
($1,000 - $2,499)
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Ballard Jr.
Mr. William H. Brooks 
Mrs. Helen Hinch Donan 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael N. Harreld 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth F. Herrington III
Ms. Reva Lawrence Miller  
Dr. and Mrs. King Stubbs 

CLAY Membership
($500 - $999)
Mr. Gregory L. Barton
Mr. Brooks Bower
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Carnighan
Mrs. Robert M. Nash
Mr. John L. Roberts
Col. and Mrs. Robert E. Spiller
Mr. Keith Williams

The Filsonians  June - September 2014

AUDUBON Membership
($250 - $499)
Mr. Thompson L. Armstrong 
Mr. James P. Benassi 
Mr. Lloyd Callaway 
Mrs. John G. Dietrich 
Mr. Roger Hale and Mrs. Karen Hale 
Mr. Dennis Heishman 
Dr. Harlan L. Higgins and Mr. Paul Lippert 
Denise Kirk Ash 
Mr. Phil Kollin and Mrs. Brooke Heiser 
Mrs. Lois S. Louis and Mr. David B. Ratterman 
Mr. Richard C. Meurer 
Mr. Michael B. Mountjoy 
Mrs. Ann S. Northcutt 
Col. J. Stephen Peterson Jr. 
Ms. Gwynne Tuell Potts 
Mrs. Martha D. Rankin 
Dr. and Mrs, Barton H. Reutlinger 
Dr. Bruce Rosenzweig 
Ivan and Ann Schell 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Van Stockum 

BOONE Membership
($100 - $249)
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. Abbott 
Mr. Neil O.W. Abney 
Mr. William Arvin Jr. 
Ms. Deborah Cahil Aubespin and 
 Mr. Mervin Aubespin 
John and Janice Barnette 
Mr. Steven R. Berg 
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Mr. Winfrey P. Blackburn Jr.
Mr. Cletus Blandford 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Bohn 
Jack and Brenda Brammer 
Mr. Dennis J. Brennan 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Kenneth Brockman 
Ms. Katie M. Brophy 
Dr. Greg Brown 
Mr. David T. Brown 
Eddi and Gordon S. Brown 
Mr. William C. Buckner 
Mr. Matthew Burkley 
Mrs. Virginia Rae Callan 
Mr. Richard M. Campbell 
Ms. Sally Van Winkle Campbell 
Ms. Kristen Cart 
Mr. Joseph W. Castlen 
Mr. Charles B. Castner Jr.
Ms. Macy Casner Courtney 
Dr. and Mrs. Wm. L. Cromwell 
Mr. Rick Cushing 
Mr. Carl Davis Jr.
Ms. Carolyn Davis 
Mr. C. Leslie Dawson 
Mr. Sean M. Depew 
Mr. Gary W. Detraz 
Sandra and William Dickinson 
Mr. Charles W. Dobbins Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Dobbins III
Mr. Frank P. Doheny Jr.
Mr. Howard Downing 
Dr. Anthony Dragun 
Mr. L. Joe Dunman 
Mr. Robert O. Durrett 
Katherine Eirk and M. Edward Veazey 
Judge and Mrs. Tom Emberton 
Mr. Benjamin J. Evans 
Mr. Robert Ewald 
Mr. R. Douglas Ezzell 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Fielder 
Ms. Norma J. Fitzmayer 
Hon. and Mrs. Steven M. Fleece 
Mr. Irvin D. Foley 
Mr. Frederick G. Foote 
Mr. and Mrs. Sean P. Fore Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank Jr.
Mr. Speed Smith Fry Jr.
Mrs. Elizabeth Q. Gardner 
Tony and Wanda Gast 
Greg and Linda Gleis 
Ms. Carina Graves 
Ms. Virginia D. Gregory 
James W. and Edith Gruneisen 
Mr. W. Thomas Halbleib Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Hampton 
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin John Hanka 
Ms. Elaine Harris 
Ms. Paula Harshaw 

Dr. and Mrs. Fredric F. Hatcher D.M.D.
Mr.and Mrs. Wesley Henderson 
Dr. George Herring 
Mr. H. Edgar Hill 
Mr. Elmer J. Hoehn 
Dr. Bill Holmes 
Mrs. Libby Howard 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Howard 
Mr. Donald Howell 
Mr. Bixler W. Howland 
Mr. Richard W. Iler 
Mrs. Harold S. Johnson 
Mr. Kenneth H. Jones Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Kannapell 
Mrs. Barbara B. Kannapell 
Mr. James Kays 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Richard Keane 
Robert L. Keisler M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. David O. Keller 
Mr. John Kelley 
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Kelly Jr.
Mrs. Mary Jean Kinsman 
Steven L. Klapheke 
Ms. Patricia Kochert 
Dr. and Mrs. James G. Kuhns 
Mr. Jim Kurz 
Sharon LaRue 
Mr. Preston P. Lee 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Edwin Lewis 
Mr. Steven R. Lindsey 
Mr. and Mrs. Hunter G. Louis 
Library Louisville Collegiate School 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Lutz 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Marshall 
Mr. Harry O. Martin 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles E. Martin 
Mr. Richard G. Martin 
Mr. David McCandless 
Mr. Michael P. McDaniel 
Ms. Connie L. Mele 
Mr. Theodore L. Merhoff 
Mr. Creighton Mershon 
Mr. Donald G. Meyer 
Stephen and Pat Miller 
Mr. Jerry Miller 
Mr. Mike Miller and  
 Ms. Carolyn Foster 
Mrs. Betty Jane Mills 
Mr. Rob Mitchell 
Mr. Elliott L. Morris 
Mrs. Arlene E. Morse 
Mrs. T. Ballard Morton Jr.
Mrs. William N. Nash 
Mr. Clifton Nicholson Jr.
Ms. Susan H. Norris 
Mr. Jim Oetken 
Ms. Jeannette Ogden 
Mrs. Barbara Oller 

Mr. John S. Osborn Jr.
Mr. Philip Osborn 
Ms. Sybil Parnes 
Dr. Michaeleen P. Peck 
Mrs. Louis T. Peniston 
Dr. Gary E. Pennington 
Mrs. Ann Pinski Roth 
George and Marti Plager 
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Plamp Jr.
Mr. Paul Ratterman 
Mr. P. Martin Riche 
John Robinson 
Mr. and Mrs. Calvert T. Roszell 
Pat M. and Becky Rotan 
Marjorie and Paul W. Ruka 
Mrs. Mary S. Sachs 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel B. Santos 
Mr. and Mrs. E.J. Schickli Jr.
Ms. Suzanne M. Schimpeler 
Mr. Steve J. Schnurr Sr.
Ms. Clare Seivers 
Mr. James W. Shepherd 
Mr. Donald R. Shoemaker 
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Short 
Ms. Carolyn J. Sims 
Mrs. Ann T. Sipes 
Mrs. Bennie Slucher 
Mr. Glenn Smallwood Jr.
 Robert E. and Jane Smith 
 Judy and Howard Stacey 
 Deborah Stewart 
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Stone 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. Taylor 
Ms. Mary Anne Thornton 
Mr. and Mrs. Carson Torpey 
Ms. Martha Trotter 
Ms. Sandra F. Tuley 
Mr. and Mrs. John Vezeau 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Vogedes 
Ms. Nancy Walker 
Mr. Hunter W. Wallace 
Mr. Gary Webb 
Mr. Robert R. Webb Jr.
Mr. R. Clark Weeks 
Ms. Marsha Weinstein 
Mr. Kendrick Wells III
Mrs. Sylvia A. Wheeler 
Ms. Edyth Wheeler 
Dr. and Mrs. A. Franklin White 
Mr. Tom Whitley 
Dr. and Mrs. Albin C. Whitworth 
Mr. Edward T. Wilson 
Mr. George B. Wombwell 
 David Y. and Susan Carter Wood 
 Mike Worley 
 Raymond and Karen Worst 
Ms. Patricia L. Zimmerman 
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 Since our founding in 1884 people like you have supported our unique 
mission of collecting, preserving, and telling the significant stories of Kentucky 
and the Ohio River Valley. As an independent historical society we receive no 

governmental support and, rely solely on the support of people like you. 

 Your gifts to the Annual Fund, in addition to membership dues, 
are vital to The Filson’s continuing as a life-long learning center, 

helping our community understand the past, present, and future. 

Introducing a person of great historical importance...

You!

Support The Filson’s 
2014 Annual Fund!


