
DirecƟons for access Sanborn maps on the Louisville Free Public Library Website, 
www.LFPL.org These direc ons were created by Steve Wiser.  He can be contacted at wiserfaia@outlook.com

1. You first must have a library card and a password.  If you do not have a library card, you’ll have to go to your nearest branch library to 
get one. You can also self-register at: https://pac.lfpl.org/polaris/patronaccount/selfregister.aspx. If you do not have a password, at 
the top of any page of the LFPL website, click on “My Account”. Then in the ‘User Name or Bar Code’ enter the thirteen (13) number 
that is on the back of your library card, directly under the bar code, and then click on ‘Forgot Password’.  A generic password will be 
emailed to you. You can then change it to one that you create yourself.

2. Note: the library at one time had classes on how to use the Sanborn maps. To find classes offered, visit https://www.lfpl.org/events

3. You can navigate directly to the Sanborn Map page here: https://www.lfpl.org/sanborn-maps-1867-1970 or follow the directions 
below to access through the main LFPL site.

On the LFPL.org homepage, click on “Research”and then select "Research Databases" 



On the next page, type "Sanborn" in the search box 
and then click "access now".



On the next page, enter your thirteen digit Barcode Number 
that is on the back of your library card, just under the bar-

code.  Then enter your password, and click ‘Login’  

If you do not have a password, follow the direcƟons on the 
first page of these direcƟons. 



You are now on the Sanborn Maps homepage.  

Next, click on ‘Browse and Explore’ 



On next page, click on ‘Select a State’. 

Then, click on ‘Kentucky’ 



On next page, click on ‘Select a City’. 

Note: Sanborn maps for most Kentucky ciƟes are available.  

For ‘Louisville’, scroll down the list and click on
‘Louisville—Jefferson County’ 



On next page, click on ‘Select a Date’. 

Note: There are several Sanborn maps to choose from  



Now, things get a bit more complicated and you’ll need to 
‘click’ around to learn more about whch Sanborn maps you 
wish to use.  For instance, if you click on ‘1928—1941’, this 
page appears. Then, if you click on ‘Volume’, a list of maps 
appears and you can select which map you want to access.  



As an example, if you click on “Vol 2 West, 1941”, this page appears. 

Then, if you click on the ‘Index Sheet 0”, this page will direct               
you to which sheet contains the area which you are seeking.  



Once you click on ‘Index Sheet 0”, then click on the Index, and you can zoon zoom in / out 
via the roller ball on your mouse. You can then easily read the Index, and then start inter-
preƟng which area and sheet contains the info you are seeking.  You’ll have to experiment 
a bit to get used to this process. Note: click on the ‘Back’ Arrow on the menu to exit from 
the zoomed Index sheet’. 



One more thing: these Sanborn maps are in black & white—not color!  To 
interpret the graphics on the maps, click on ‘Maps Legend’ 



This ‘Sanborn Map Legend’ will then appear. 
It is a PDF. You can download it in order to 

zoom in / out of it in order to read the text, 
or use your computers zoom in / out feature 

to enlarge it to read.  




