
African American Neighborhood History Project 

Photographs 
Unless otherwise noted, all photographs were copied by Carridder Jones, with permission 
of the owner. 

1. Jefferson Jacob School, Prospect.
Unidentified school children and teachers, 1920’s.
Donated by Pen and Brenda Bogert, 9 October 2000.

2. James T. Taylor, age 24.

3. James T. Taylor at his house.

4. James T. Taylor (seated in middle, front row).

5. Harry Hall Merriwether.

6. Harry Hall Merriwether and his second wife.

7. Merriwether House, Harrod’s Creek.

8. Martin Dunbar’s grandmother, Lula.

9. Martin Dunbar’s mother (in sailor suit) at the Lincoln Institute.

10. William Stokes (Martin Dunbar’s grandfather).

11. Dunbar family: Martin Dunbar (rear), Martin Dunbar’s father (lower right);
Martin Dunbar’s son and two grandsons.

Images transferred to Filson photograph 
collection 015PC55
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Brooks Genealogy 

I. Lewis Brooks – (1827 - ?)
Married Harriet Ruedd in 1860 (1835 - ?)
From 1870 - 1900 they were living in Harrod’s Creek neighborhood. [1870 US census
Jefferson Co., Harrod’s Cr. Pct., # 43-41; 1880 US Census Jefferson Co., Harrod’s Cr.
Pct., # 48-57; 1900 US Census, Jefferson Co., Harrod’s Cr. Pct., #331-351.

A. Nettie Brooks – b. 1855
B. Anthony Brooks – b. 1858
C. Lewis Brooks – b. 1860
D. Simon Brooks – (1862 – 1920)
Married Edlene Jacob. Simon was buried in Prospect.

1. Laura E. Brooks (1902 - ). Attended a one-room school in Prospect, and
later attended the Jefferson Jacob School, named for her maternal
grandfather. (See JACOB genealogy). Interviewed.

E. Robert Brooks – b. 1864
F. Mary Ann Brooks – b. 1866
G. Nannie Brooks – b. 1870
H. Edward Brooks – b. 1872.
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Jacob Genealogy 

I. Jefferson Jacob (1835 - ?). Was a farmer, pastor and community leader.
Married Susan ______ (1838 - ?)
They were living in the Harrod’s Creek Pct. in 1870 and 1880

A. Edmonia Jacob – b. 1856
B. Edward Jacob – b. 1858
C. Charles Jacob – b. 1866
D. Sidney A. Jacob b. 1867
F. Edlene Jacob (1868 – 1954)
Married Simon Brooks.

1. Laura E. Brooks – (1903 - ). (see BROOKS genealogy).
G. Annie Jacob – b. 1872
H. Jane Jacob – b. 1873
I. Laura Jacob – b. 1876
J. Parker B. Jacob – (1877 – 1957).
K. Mary F. Jacob – b. 1879.
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Lang Genealogy 
 
I. Thaddeus Lang (1825 - ?). Living in 1880; died by 1900. 
Married Elizabeth Kiger (1837-1915). Her parents were Addison Kiger and Matilda 
Watson. The Langs were living in the Saltillo Pct., Oldham County in 1870 and 1880. By 
1900, Elizabeth Lang was living in Harrod’s Creek with her son, Addison, and grandson, 
James T. Taylor. Elizabeth Lang died at Central State Hospital and was buried in 
Louisville Cemetery. 
Children of Thaddeus and Elizabeth Lang: 
 A. Addison Lang – (1856 – 1922). Buried in Louisville Cemetery. 
 B. Fanny Lang – b. 1859; died ca. 1885.  
 Married Edward Taylor in 1883. (See TAYLOR genealogy). 

 1. James Thomas Thaddeus Alexander Taylor – b. 1885 
 Married Etta ________ 
  a. James S. Taylor – b. 1914 
  b. Minnie Alta Taylor – b. 1912. Interviewed. 
  c. May Etta Taylor – b. 1919 

 C. John W. Lang – (1860 – 1928). Buried Louisville Cemetery. 
 D. George Lang – (1864 – 1924). Buried Louisville Cemetery. 
 E. Jane Lang – b. 1866 
 F. Charles Lang – b. 1868 
 G. Alonzo Lang – b. 1870 
 H. Florence Lang – b. 1873 
 I. Robert Lang – b. 1875 
 J. David Lang – b. 1879 
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Merriwether Genealogy 
 
 
I. Harrison Merriwether (1810 - ?). Born in Shelby Co. 
Married Jane_______ (1825 - ?) 
They were living in Saltillo Pct., Oldham Co., in 1870. 

A. Isaac Merriwether – (1845 – 1928). Died at Harrod’s Creek. Buried in 
Louisville Cemetery. 
Married Mattie Taylor (1852 - 1924) on  2 January 1872 at 12 Mile Island. 
Marriage performed by John Buckner. Witnesses were Mat Jacob and Jefferson 
Jacob [Jefferson Co. Marriage Book 2-C, p. 232]. Isaac (Ike or Zack) and Mattie 
were living in Saltillo Pct. in 1880. In 1910 they were living in Harrod’s Creek 
Pct. The 1910 census showed “Zack” Merriwether, age 59 and Mattie 
Merriwether, age 56, married for 39 years. Occupation for Isaac Merriwether, 
who was unable to write,  was “preacher of the gospel”. [1910 US Census 
Jefferson Co., Harrod’s Creek Pct., # 51-51]. They still were living there in 1920). 
(See TAYLOR and LANG genealogies). 

  1. Mamie Merriwether – b. 1875 
  2. Harry Hall Merriwether – (1879 - 1954) 

Married Sunshine H. Clinton (1881 - 1940) on 24 June 1907 [Jefferson 
Co. Marriage Book 5-C, p. 92. No date, witnesses, or pastor given; 
marriage bond, dated 27 June 1907, with Harrison Kennedy as 
bondsman].]. She was the daughter of Willis Y. Clinton and Nancy 
_______. She was buried in Eastern Cemetery. In 1910 Harry Hall and 
Sunshine Merriweather were living at 630 Laurel St. in the Smoketown 
neighborhood of Louisville. He worked as a chauffer. Census showed they 
were each married for the first time and had no children. [1910 US 
Census, Jefferson Co., ED 70, Family # 284, 29 April 1910]. In 1920 they 
were living in Harrod’s Creek Pct. Harry H. Merriwether death certificate 
[age 71, 15 March 1954, Vol. 10, # 4944]. 
1938 1938 Louisville City Directory 
Dr. A. C. and Elnora McIntyre at 2105 W. Chestnut St. 
1940 Sunshine Merriwether died 
1941 1941 Louisville City Directory 
Elnora E. McIntyre: Assistant in Colored Dept., LFPL, residing 2105 W. 
Chestnut St. 
1942 1942 Louisville City Directory 
H. H. Merriweather, janitor at Weissiger-Gaulbert Apts., residing at 
Harrod’s Creek 
Elnora M. Merriweather: Assistant in Colored Dept., LFPL, residing 2105 
W. Chestnut St. 
 a. Mary Margaret Merriweather. Interviewed. 
3. Lilly Merriwether – (1880 – 1947). Died at Harrod’s Creek. Buried in 
Louisville Cemetery. 
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Taylor Genealogy 

I. Thomas Taylor (1825 – ca. 1873-1880)
Married Frances Jacob (1830 - ?).
In 1860 the only free African American in the Harrod’s Creek area was Jefferson Taylor,
age 54. He was livng with the family of Humphrey Pate [1860 US Census Jefferson Co.,
Falls of Harrod’s Creek, 31 August 1860].
In 1870 Thomas and Frances Taylor were living in Harrod’s Creek Pct. in Jefferson Co.
Thomas worked as a farm hand and had $200 in personal property. Living next to them
were the families of Jeff Taylor (age 58), William Taylor (age 36) and George S. Taylor
(age 38). [1870 US Census, Jefferson Co., Harrod’s Creek Pct., 17 August 1870, p. 6].
Thomas died by 1880, at which time the household was headed by Frances Taylor.
Living with her were her children William, Eddie, Minnie, Thomas, Sarah and Haggie.
They lived in “The Neck”, Harrod’s Creek.
Children of Thomas and Frances Taylor:

A. Mattie Taylor – (1852- ?).
B. Nancy Taylor – b. 1854
C. Eveline Taylor– b. 1855
D. Rina Taylor– b. 1857
Married Wilson Magruder
E. William Taylor– b. 1858
F. Edward Taylor– b. 1860
Married Fannie Lang (see LANG genealogy) on 23 August 1883. They were
married by Jefferson Jacob in Jefferson Co.. Witnesses were James Enders and
William Brown. [Jefferson Co. Marriage Book 3-C, p. 96]. Fanny died about the
time of James’ birth, and James was raised by his maternal grandparents,
Thaddeus and Elizabeth Lang.

1. James Thomas Thaddeus Alexander Taylor – (1885 – 1965).
Married Julia Etta McAfee (1888 - 1942).

a. James S. Taylor – b. 1914
b. Minnie Alta Taylor – b. 1911. Attended Jefferson Jacob School
(built ca. 1918). Interviewed.
c. May Etta Taylor – b. 1919

G. Minnie Taylor– b. 1866
H. Thomas J. Taylor– b. 1868
I. Sarah Taylor– b. 1870
J. Haggie Taylor-  b. 1873
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N	 78.75			 E	 462				
S	 32.5			 E	 561				
S	 78.75			 W	 610.5				

C

~Deed Book 197, p. 457.
B. F. Hartsfield Estate to Jefferson Jacob.
26 February 1876.
$583.31 ($260.00 cash, balance in two installments).
7 acres.
*spec=0Standard
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N	 33	 5		  W	 1252
N	 35	 30		  W	 1270
N	 55	 20		  E	 417.5				
S	 34	 5		  E	 2572

C

~Jefferson Co. Deed Book 1038, p. 189.
D. G. Skaggs and wife to James to James T. Taylor.
1 March 1923.
$2,094.75. A 23.94 - acre tract on River Road."between the towns  of Harrods Creek and Prospect".
*spec=0Standard
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S	 83	 5		  W	 931.26				
N	 35	 25		  W	 1321.32				
S	 48	 25		  W	 534.93				
S	 35	 10		  E	 110.88				
S	 49	 34		  W	 1739.1				
N	 41			 W	 247.5				
S	 71			 W	 46.86				
N	 3			 E	 307.89				
N	 12.5			 W	 136.95				
N	 28.25			 W	 61.05				
N	 1			 E	 80.52				
N	 16.25			 E	 282.65				
N	 13	 10		  W	 337.92				
N	 8.25			 E	 399.96				
N	 56			 W	 429.99				
N	 16.5			 W	 102.8				
N	 8			 E	 185.79				
N	 33			 E	 262.02				
N	 43			 W	 99				
N	 63.5			 W	 52.8				
S	 66.5			 W	 151.8				
N	 89.5			 W	 148.01				
N	 73			 W	 52.8				
N	 54			 W	 119.96				
N	 39			 W	 87.12				
N	 22.5			 W	 79.86				
N	 45			 E	 676.5				
N	 64.5			 E	 1943.7				

C

~Jefferson Co. Deed Book 1033, p. 120.
D. C. Clarke and wife to James T. Taylor.
23 January 1923.
Tract of 189.2 acres on Brownsboro Turnpike, for $25,000.
Same as DB 989, p. 505.
*spec=0Standard
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S	 31			 W	 439				
N	 80			 W	 117				
N	 31			 E	 482				
S	 59			 E	 109				

~Jefferson Co. Deed Book 268, p. 597.
Louis Hardin to H. Kennedy.
1.15 acres at Harrod's Creek on Wolf Pen Branch Rd. for $46.00 ($20.00 cash and the balance due in 1 year).
20 March 1884.
*spec=0Standard
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S	 52.75			 W	 351.45				
S	 37.75			 E	 278.85				
N	 52.75			 E	 351.45				
N	 37.75			 W	 278.85				

~Henry Fry to William Hardin.
DB 101, p. 437, 13 July 1858
2.75 acres of 27 acre tract.
SE bounded by land sold by Fry to Moore & Thatcher; SW bounded by Thatcher
*spec=0Standard
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Prospect and Harrod’s Creek, 1870-1920 
African American Residents 

Table 1. 1870-1920 Censuses, Harrod’s Creek Precinct (Prospect and Harrod’s Creek). 
Census
Year 

# 
Households 
in Own 
Dwelling 

Male Head 
of 
Household-
Own 
Dwelling 

Female Head 
of Household 
– Own
Dwelling

# 
Households 
in White 
Dwelling 

Male Head 
of 
Household 
– White
Dwellling

Female Head  
of Household – 
White Dwelling 

Total # 
Persons 
in Own 
Dwelling 

Total # 
Persons 
 in 
White 
Dwelling 

Total # 
Persons 

Own Rent At 
School 

Cannot 
 Read 

Cannot 
 Write 

Cannot 
Read 
or Write 

1870 23 23 0 27 15 12 125 190 315 1 1 21 189 
1880 39 37 2 7 4 3 203 74 277 21 1 6 112 
1900 47 40 7 0 0 0 195 34 229 18 29 43 0 7 29 
1910 36 33 3 0 0 0 156 15 171 18 18 43 0 7 31 
1920 50 42 8 0 0 0 206 9 215 22 28 38 0 0 1 

Table 2. Occupations, 1870 - 1920. 
Year Farmer Farm 

Hand/Farm 
Laborer/ 
Laborer 

Teamster Keeping 
House 

Domestic 
Servant 
Cook 
Houseboy 
Housegirl 

Gardener 
Yardman 

Washerwoman 
Laundress 

Farm 
Overseer 

Porter Lawyer Inspector 
Checker 

Chef Whitewasher Nurse M
C

1870 3 93 0 24 63 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1880 14 39 1 33 52 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
1900 6 53 2 0* 34 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
1910 16 34 2 29 18 1 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1920 9 33 3 0* 33 0 15 5 2 1 2 1 0 4 
*this occupation not listed in 1900 or 1920 Census

Table 3. African American Heads of Household Who Owned Property in Harrod’s Creek Precinct, 1900 
Name Mortgaged Farm or House Community 1913 Title Map 
Lang, George No House Harrod’s Creek Yes 
Kennedy, Harrison Yes House Harrod’s Creek Yes 
Enders, Mattie No House 
Craighead, Benjamin. J. No Farm Harrod’s Creek Yes 
Jackson, Hannibal No House 
Magruder, Wilson No House 
Taylor, Edward No House 
Hodgkins, Joseph No House Harrod’s Creek Yes 
Jacob, William No House Harrod’s Creek Yes 
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Jacob, Jefferson Yes Farm Prospect Yes 
Brooks, Simon No House Prospect Yes 
Brooks, Robert Yes House Prospect Yes 
Miller, Elisha. R. Yes Farm Prospect Yes 
Tompson, Emma No House Prospect 
Peter, John Yes House Prospect Yes 

Table 4. African American Heads of Household Who Owned Property in Harrod’s Creek Precinct, 1910 
Name Mortgaged Farm or House Community Community 

Name, 1910 
Road 1913 Title Map 

Peters, John W. No House Prospect Barbour Lane Yes 
Taylor, Susie* No House Prospect Barbour Lane Yes 
Miller, Elisha R. No Farm Prospect Barbour Lane Yes 
Brooks, Simon No Farm Prospect Happy Hollow Prospect Road Yes 
Jacob, Parker No Farm Prospect Happy Hollow Prospect Road Yes 
Brooks, Robert No Farm Prospect Happy Hollow Prospect Road Yes 
Smith, George No House Prospect Happy Hollow Prospect Road Yes 
Jacob, William H. No Farm Harrod’s Creek River Road 
Merriweather, Isaac No Farm Harrod’s Creek The Neck River Road 
Craighead, Benjamin J. No Farm Harrod’s Creek The Neck River Road Yes 
Magruder, Wilson No House Harrod’s Creek The Neck River Road 
Taylor, Edward No Farm Harrod’s Creek The Neck River Road Yes 
Jackson, Sarah No House Harrod’s Creek The Neck River Road 
Sousen, Jim No House Harrod’s Creek The Neck River Road 
Gibson, Jackson No House Harrod’s Creek The Neck River Road 
Hoskins, Joe No Farm Harrod’s Creek The Neck River Road Yes 
Kennedy, Harrison No Farm Harrod’s Creek The Neck River Road Yes 
Lang, Addison No Farm Harrod’s Creek The Neck River Road Yes 
*Emma Thompson’s sister

Table 4. African American Heads of Household Who Owned Property in Harrod’s Creek Precinct, 1920 
Name Mortgaged Community Community 

Name, 1910 
Road 1913 Title Map 

Kennedy, Harrison No River Road 
Brooks, Simon No River Road 
Miller, Elijah R. No River Road 
Jacob, Hiram No River Road 
Jacob, William No River Road 
Ingram, Richard No River Road 
Stokes, Albert No River Road 
Taylor, Edward No River Road 
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Bradford, John W. No River Road 
Brown, William No River Road 
Gibson, Jackson (Mrs.) No River Road 
Lang, Maggie No River Road 
Merriweather, Harry No River Road 
Merriweather, Isaac No River Road 
Craighead, Benjamin J. No River Road 
Hodgkins, Joseph No River Road 
Howard, Alonzo (?) No River Road 
Taylor, James T. No River Road 
McGruder, Frank No River Road 
Jacob, Parker No River Road 
Howard, Maise No Edwards Road 
Smith, George No Edwards Road 
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