





wsre also interested misreprssentations as to the oxpeditione TIne conceaiing
of the real facts with reference to Siberia is deirimental to the commercial
interests of our psople., All wars and all expeditions are the reaulta t0 a

greater or less extent of commercial rivalry,

Siberia is an immense undeveloped country. The same rezsons that induced
us and the various governments to agree 1o the open door policy in China exiats
and has for some time existed in Siberis.

The differences that had arisen between niions as to the meaning of the words,
phrases and sentences of the open door agreement naturally induced all nations
to bs cautious in agreeing to any step that might jeopardize their commercial
interests in Siberia. -

Ivery nation recognized that Siberia was bound up inextricably with the Far
Estern problems All netions were anxious as 1o the effect the collapse of the
Rusgian governmenit in 1917 would have on their commercial interests as well as
the outcome of the war,

Some netions undoubtedly hoped that the collapse of the Russian govsrnment
would gdve them an opportunity for comercial and tarritorlal expansion in the
far easts

If only one netion were to send troops to Siberia to look out for the political
and commercial interests of the other allies as well as their own, it would give
this natlon a greet opportunity to secure commercial advantages over other nations,
Therefors, itis probable that this caused the various nations to agree to make
their action in Siberia a joint operation.

In July 1918 Major General Williem S. Graves, U. S. Army, then in cormand of
the 8th Division at Camp Fremoni, was directed by the Yar Department to proceed
to Kansas City, Mo., for a conference with iir, Baker, who was then Secretary of
Ware On arrival at Kensas City, Geheral Graves was informed that ho was to take
command of an expeditlonary force of U, Se troops for service in Siberia. At
this time the following instructieas, in the form of an Alde lemoire, were given
him for his guildance.

"The whole heart of the pcople of the United States in the winning of this
ware The controlling purpose of the Govermment of the United States is to do
everything that is necessary and sffective to win it. It wishes te cooperate in
every practicable way with ithe allied governments and to cooperate ungrudgingly;
for it hed no ends of its own to serve and belisves thet the war cen be won only
by common coungel and intimate cohcert of action# It has sought to study every
proposed policy or action in which its cooperation has been asked in this spirit,
and states th following conclusions in the confidence that, if it finds itself
obliged to decline perticipation in any underteaking or course of actien, it will
be undersitood that itdees se only because it deems iiself precluded from particip=-
aiing by imperative considerations either of policy or of fact.

I? 1s the clear end fixed judgemeni of the Govermmeni of the United States,
errived at after repeated and very searching reconsiderations of the whole
situation in Hussise, that military intervention there would add to the present
sed confuslon in Russia rather than cure it, injure her rather than help her, and
that it would be of no advantege in the prosecution of cur rain design, to win
the war against Cermany. It cannot, therefore, teke part in such intervention of
“senction it in principle. Idlitery intervertion would, in its juqgement, even
supposing it to be efficacicus in its immedizte avowed cbject of delivering an
attack upon Germany from the east, be merely a method of pveking use of Russis
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not & methed of serving hers Her people could net profit by it, if they profited
by it at all, in time o seve themr from their present disiresses, and their sub-
- stence would be used to meintein foreign armies, rot to constitube their owne
Kilitary action is admissable in Russie, es the Govornment of the United States
sees the cidcumsiances, only te help the Czech=Slaveke consolidate their forces
end get into successful cooperation with their Slavic kinsmen and to steady any
efferts at self=government or self=defemse in which the Russiens themselves may
be willing to accept assistances ' Whether from Vladivesiok or from Murmansk and
Archangel, the only legltzmate object for which American or allied troops can be
employed, it submits, is to guard military stores which may subsequently be
needed by Russien forces and to render such aid as ray be acceptable tb the
Russisns in the organizatien of their own self-defense. For helping the Czecho=
Sleveks ‘there is immediate necessity and sufficient justification. Recent
developements heve made it evidentthat this is in the interest of what the
Russian people themselves desire, snd the Governrent of the United States is

gled te contribute the srall force at its disposal for that purpose. But it owes
it, to frank counsel {¢ sazy thai it can go no further than these modest end
experlmental planb.ﬂﬁit is not in a position and hes no expectation of being in a
position, to take part in organized interventien in adequate force from Valdi~
vostoke It feels that it ought to add, elsc, that it will feel at liberty to use
the few troops it can spare only for{ the purposs here stated end shall feel
obliged t¢ withdraw these forces, in order to add to the forces at the western
front, if thef# plens in whose execution it is now intended that they should
develope intoe octhers inconsistent with the policy to which the Government of the
United Stetes feels constrained to restrict itself,

At the same time the Government of the United 8tates wishes to say with the
utmoat cordialily snd goed will thet none of the conckusions here stated is meant
to bear the least color of criticism of what the other governments associated
ageinet Germany way think it wise {0 underteke. It wishes in ne wey 1o embarrase
fLeir choices of policye All that is intended here is & perfectly frank and
definite statement of the policy whick th United States feels obliged to adopt
for herself and in the use of her own military forces. -The Government ¢f the
U.ited Staies does not wish it to be undersieed that in so restricting, its owm
activities it is seeking, even by implications, to set limits to the action or to
define *the policies of its Associctes,

Tt hopes to carry out the plans for safeguarding the rear of the CzechowSloveks
operating frem Vladivostok in e wey that will place it and keep it in close com
cperetion with a srall rilitery force like its own from Japan, and if recessary
from the other allies, and that will assure it of the cordiel zccord of all the
allied powers; and it proposes toask all asscciated in this courss of action to
unite in assuriag the peopls of Russia in the most public and solemn menner that
non® of the governments uniting in action either in Siberiam or in northern Russda
contemplates any inierference of any kind with the political soveigniy of Russia,
any intsrvention in her internal affairs, or any impairment of her territorial
integrity either now or hersafter, but that each of the associated powers has the b
single object of affording such aid as shall be acceptable, and only such aid as =
shall be acceptabls, to the Russian peopls in their endeaver to regain centrol of
their own affaire, their own territery, and their own destiny".

It will bw seen that these insiruciions are inconsistent with the too prevaient
idea that American troops were sent to Siberia to fight Bolshevisum.

The mission of the expedition, therefore, was to mssist the withdrawal of the
Czecho=Slovaks from Russia and to guard the military supplies in the vicinity of
Vladivoatoks

The Japanese statement as given out at the time. was am fallawa-



zesied »y Russier ferces end Yo render such aig e rmay be accepiabie tb the
Fussiens in the orgenizaticn of their own self=defenses For helping the Czecho=
Sleveks there is immediate necessity and sufficient justificaticne Recent
cevelopenents have made it evidentthat this is in the interest of what {he
Russier people themselves desire, end the Government of the United States is

gled to contribute the ermll force at its dispcsal for that purpose. But it owes
it, to frank coumsel to say that it can go no further than these modest and
experimental plens.# It 18 not in a position and hes no expectation of being in a
position, tb teke pért in orgenized interventlion in adequate force from Valdi-
vogtoke It feels thet it ought to add, elso, that it will feel at liberty to use
the few troops it can spare only for{ the purpose here stated and shall feel
obliged 40 withdraw these forces, in order teo add 4o the forces at the western
front, if tha## plens in whose execution 1t is now intended thaet they should
develope into cthers inconsistent with the poliecy to which the Government of the
United States feels constrained to restrict itself.

At the same time the Goverrment of the United States wishes to say with the
utmost cordiality and good will thet none of the conckusions here stated is meant
tc bear the least color of criticism of what the other governments associated
ageinet Germany may think it wise to underteke. It wishes in no way to embarrass
fheir choices of policys 211 that is intended here is a perfectly frank end
definite statement of the policy which th United States feels obliged to adopt
for herself end in the use of her own militery forcess The Government of the
U.ited States deces not wish it to be understood that in so restricting, its own
activities it is seeking, even by implications, to set limits to the action or to
define the policies of ites Associctes,

Jt hopes to carry out the planes for safeguarding the rezr of the CzechowSloveks
operating frem Vladivestok in a wey that will place it and keep it in close co=
cperation with a small militery force like its own from Japan, and if recessary

from the other allies, and that will assure it ¢f the cordiel accord of all the
allied powers; and it proposes toask all associated in this course of action to

unite in assuriag the people of Russia in the most public and solerm manner that
nond of the governments uniting in actlon either in Siberia or in northern Russda
contemplates any interference of any kind with the political soveigniy of Russia,
any intervention in her internal affairs, or any impairment of her territorial
integrity either now or hereafter, but that each of the associated powers has the :
single objoct of affording such aid as shall be acceptable, and only such aid as =
shall be acceptable, io the Russian people in their endeaver to regain control of
their own affairs, their own territory, and their own destiny¥.

It will bw seen thai these insiructions are inconsistent with the too prevaleni
idea that American troops were sent to Siberia to fight Bolshevism,

The missdon of the expedition, therefore, was 1o mssist the withdrawal of the
Czecho=5lovaks from Rissia and to guard the military supplies in the vicinity of
Vladivoatoke

The Japanese statsument as given out at the time, was as follows:

"The Japanese Government being anxious to fall in with the desires of the
smerican Goverbment and alse to act in harmony with their allies in this expedition
haye decided 1o proceed at once to disposition of suitable forces for the proposed
missions In adopting this course they reaffirm their policy of respecting the
territorial integrity of Russia and of abetaining from all interference in her
‘internal politics, They fdther declare that upon the realization of the objects
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above indicated they wlll immedistely withdmew all Japansse troops from the Rus~
siun territories and will leeve wholly unimpaired the sovereginty ¢f Russis in
its phases.”

Doubtless Announcements were made by the other sllied governmenisa

On August 3rd, 1916, the Ver Department, by cable, directed the Commanding
General of the Philippine Department te send to Vladivosiek, Siberir, the 27th
and 3lst Infaniry, one Fleld Hospital, one Ambulance Compeny &nd one signal
compary provided with equipmeni "C" end including cloihing for winier service
or az much of it o8 was on hand in the Philippine leperiment.

Cn July 17th, 1618, General Graves, then in command of the &th Dividsion at
Cemp Fremont, received itelegraphic arders from the Var Depariment, worded abeut
es follows: '"select and hold in resdiness 5,000 Infantry, including 48 sergeants
end 95 corporals of longeet training, from your conmand, for service in Siberia;
the men should be sirong, hardy, fdt for service iniended &and represent all paris
of the United Stmtes. [Although this is understood to be & secrifice on the pari
of the 8th Uivision, militery necessity demends trained soldiers be sent to fill
the regiments from the Philippines to meximum strencth as immediate campeigning
is in prospects If movement is orddred you will probably s=zil to Nagasaki or
direct te Vladivostok, troops will therefore need winter cutfits¥e.

In additior. to ithe 5,000 enlisted men tmken from the 3th Division about &0
line officers of the 8th bivision and 20 staff officers, one Field Hospital, ons
avecuation Hospital, cre lledicel Supply Depel, pari of & bakery compmuy, Detach-
ment of Q.M.Ce, and certein additicnal medical officers, clerks, etc., wera
sssigned to the expediticen,

“he iroops mssigned %o the expeditien from the Philippine Depariment sailed
from@hﬁnila, PoJ. on August Tth, end 14th, and consisted of 9& officers end
2,916 enlisted men. These *roops were landed at Vliadivosiok on August i5th, 16th,
and 22nd, Colorel Styer, 27th Infeniry, =8 ranking officer, assuning the command
of the expeditien pending the arrival of Generel Graves. {sziled;
La jor General Greves and staff, 26 other officers, exnd 1889 enlisted men'Srom
sen Francisce on August l4th and lended et Veldivostok September 2nd., On his
Arrival, Ceneral Craves at once took commend of ths expedition. A&dditional
replecemenie were sent shortly afterwards so that by September 29th, 1918, we
had & force of a litile over 10,000 men in Siberiga

Before going further ii is necessary to orient oneself as to the geograyhy of
Siberia.

GZOGRAPHY OF SIBERIA

gnly such pari cfthe geography of Siberia as is found aleng the Trans-Siberian
failroad and its branches will be considered in this monograph,

There are two routes to take from Valdivosiok te Karamskeya, situated in ihe
Trens=Blakal regions Both routes are the same to Mikolsk where the road forks,
one, the main iraveled one, runs across Manchurias, the other {built after ihe
Japanese=-Russian War) ruaning north from Nikolsk and keepimg entirely within
Russien territory. - These two lines which join again at Karamskays west there is
only one line until Omek is reached, when the Trans-Siberien hailrosad again Forks,

The rorthern route was praciically out of cenmission, &s far s through travel
wes concerned, during the entire period that the A,5.F. was in Siberis
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On July 17tk, 1915, General Graves, then in comend of the Gth sivision at
Cemp Fremont, received telegraphic orders from the var Depariment, worded abeut
g8 follows: Msclect and hold in readiness 5,000 Infaniry, including 48 sergeants
end 95 corporals of longest training, from your command, for service in Sdveria;
the men should be strong, hardy, fdt for service intended and represent all paris
of the linlted Statese. lAlthough this is understood to be a sacrifice on the part
of the 8th Division, military necessity demands trained soldiers be sent to fill
the regiments from the Philippines to maximum strensth as immediaie campeigning
is in prospects If movement is orddred you will piobably szil to Nagasaki or
direct to Vladivostok, troeps will thersfore reed winter cutfits".

In additior. to the 5,000 enlisted men tzken from the Gth Division about 80
line officers of the 8th Division and 20 staff officers, one Field Hospital, one
Evecuetion Hospital, cne liedicel Supply Depoit, pari of & bakery compeny, Detach=
nent of Q.M.Ca, &nd coertein addiiionsl medical officers, clerks, etce., werse
essigned to the expediticen.

The troops assigned %o the expedition from the Philippine Department sailed
from Fanilae, P.I. on August Tih, end l4ih, and consisted of 98 officers and
2,916 enlisted men. These troops were landed at Vladivosiok on August 15th, 16th,
and 22nd, Colorel Styer, 27th Infentiry, &8 ranking officer, assuning the command
of the expedition pending the arrivel of Genersl CGraves. {stiled)
Fajor General Graves and staff, 36 other officers, end 1889 enlisted men'from
Sen Francisco on August l4th and lended et Valdivostok September 2nde On his
Arrival, Ceneral Craves at once took commend of the expedition. 4dditional
replacemenis wsre sent sherily afterwards se¢ ihat by September 29th, 1916, we
nad & forece of & 1little over 10,000 men in Siberie.

Before going further it is rnecessary to orient oneselfi 25 to the geograyhy of
Siberia.

GiOGRAPHY COF SIBERIA

Only such pari cfthe geography of Siberia as is found along the Trans—-Siberien
Railroad and its branches will be considered in this monograph.

There are iwoe rcoutes to teke from Validivosiok te Keramskeyas, situated in the
Trans-Biaksl regicne Both reutes are the same to Nikolsk where the road forks,
one, the main itraveled one, runs across lYanchuris, the other (built after the
Japanese=Russian Var) ruaning north from Nikolsk end keepimg entirely within
Russien territory. These two lines which join again at Keramskays west ithere is
only one line unilil Omek is reached, when the Trans=Siberien Reilromd agein Fforks.

The norihern reute was practically oui of commission, es far as through travel
wes cencerned, during ihe entire peried that the A.8.F. was in Siberise

GHOGHAPHY OF THE COUITRY ALONG THS LalIN
LING OF THL TRALS~SIBHRIAN AAILLAY

erie being of such great axtent naturally there are numercus verieties of
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pari of the United States. From Herbin west the charscter of the tTerrain changes

-
oy

B



AR 3 W

abruptly, The Chinese Ezstern running across the Gebi Lesert for about 270 miles
where the foothills oft the Khingan Hounteins come inte view end the railread
crosces the mounteins &t the Khingen loop, aliitude 3155 feets After crossing
the Khingen ¥ounteins the country is rolling and sparsely covered with grass
until Menchurie Station (on the Siberisn-Nanchurisn border, 1664 miles from
Vladivostek) is reachede

From lenchurie Stetion to the vicinity of Chita (distance of 300 miles frem
MYanchuria Station) the country is still semi-arid, trees beginning {c¢ appeer
agein in the vicinity of Chita.

The entire region from llanchuria Station to Irkuisk ic called the Trans=Biakal
Flateaus From Chita west to Irkuisk the country is very hilly and the rounteins
eteeper with cinsiderable timber. The railroed strikes leke Biakel rear Verkhne=
Udensk end follows the shores of the lake practically to Irkuiske This lske is
400 miles long and from 18 16 56 miles widses Jarge pine and fir foresis are
encountered around the lake.

Frow Irkutsk (distance from Vladvestck 2,800 miles) to Krasnoyarsk, a distance
of €72 miles, the country is still mounisinous and hilly and well woodeds. At
Krasnoversk the great Siberian plain begins and setilements begin to get larger x
and before Nove Nikoleyevst is reached the great wheat fields of central Siberis
are encountereds The sectien from Nove Nikoleyevst t¢ Omsk is the mos$ populious
and importent part of Siberia. Distance Qmsk to Vladiveaick 3706 miles. At Omsk
the reilroad branckes, cne line rumning to Petrograd and <hs other 1o lioscows
The plein extends from Omsk to Chelimbinsk and to Zkaterinburg, 8t the emstern
bese ¢f the Urals, ZXZkaterinbury is 558 miles from Cmsk end 4264 miles from Vladi=-
vostoke Compere this with the distence from San Francisco to New York and you
get some ides of distance iz Siberia. It should 2lsobe bornin mind thet this
distence is over the shortest route through Manchurie.

If you consider the route vie +the all Russian route via the jimur Reilread and
Ussuri Railroad, instesd of through Manchuria; the distance would be 4,824 miles,

On the northern, or all Ruasier route, the country along the Ussurl Reilrcad
ie rolling and wooded a®s is also thet along the Amur iiver. The river valleys
crossed in following the Amur River valley (the road is gemerally at quite a
distance from the river) are nershy and in summer are practicamlly impassible and
practically closes the roed for traffic during & portior of the surmer months,.

-

A coal rosd runs ti the mires at Suchan, This road runm.ng from Ugolnays to
Suchan is a 5=foot guege es far es Yengbuz (60 miles) and is a narrow guage from
Kangouz to Suchan ( abeut 20 miles) with several cable stations distributed mlong
the narrow guage tc¢ pull cars over the hills, LAbout §C miles from Ugolneya along
the railroad on the Suchan end, the country is hilly and rugged, some of the hilds
being high enough o czll mpuniainse

POPULATICH

THa population of Siberia is smull even along the railread until the great
plains of Sibdria are encountereds A considerabls rumber of Mongoels and Buriats
arc encountered in the Trans-Baikal region.

CLIIATH

The climate of Siberia can be compared to that of northern Linnesota except
far the Trans=Bzikal Plateaus The climate here is extremely cold. However, it is

@ dry cold and there is very little wind. +this ies a recpion of constant$v frozen
araund as +tha cround navar antirale +howa At Alam AMAL T fmod 4 av_
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The entire region from Mamchuria Station to Irkuisk ic called the Trans=Biakal
Flateau. From Chita west to Irkutsk the country is very hilly end the mountains
steeper with cinsiderable timber. The railroed strikes lLake Biakel rear Verkhne=
Udensk end follows the shores of the lake practically to Irkutsk. This lske is
400 wiles long and from 18 t4 56 miles wides Ierge pine and fir ferests are
encountered around the lake.

From Irkutsk (distance frem Vladvosiok 2,800 miles) to Krasnoyarsk, & distance
of 672 miles, the country is still mounteinous and hilly and well woodeds At
Krasnoyersk the great Siberien plain begins and settlements begin 4o get larger x
and before Novo Nikoleyevst is reached the great wheat fields of central Siberis
are encountereds The section from Novo Nikeleyevet to Omsk is the moe$ populious
and importent part of Siberia, Distance Omsk to Vladivestok 3706 miles. At Cusk
the reilroad branches, cne line rumming 4o Pelrograd and +the other 1o loscow.

The plain extends from Omsk to Chelimbinsk and to Ekaterinburg, st the eastern
base of the Urals, ZEkaterinbury is 558 miles from Cmsk and 4264 miles from Vladi-
vostoks Compere this with the distence from San Francisco to New York and you
get some ides of distance in Siberdia. It should alsobe bornin mind that this
distence is over the shortesi route through Manchurie.

If vou consider the route vie the all Russian route via the imur Heilroad and
Ussuri Railread, instead of through Manchurie, the distence would be 4,824 miles,

On the northern, or all Ruasier. route, the country along the Ussuri Reilread
ie rolling and wooded as is also thei along the Amur iiver. The river valleys
crossed in following the Amur River velley (the road is generaslly at quite a
distance from the river) are rmarshy and in sdmmer ere practically impassible and
vractically closes the roed for traffic during a poriior of the surmer monthse

A coal rcad runs ti the mines 2% Suchan. This rcad running from Ugoinaye to
Suchan ie a S5~foot guege es far es Fangéuz (60 miles) and is a nerrow guage from
Kangouz to Suchan ( about 20 miles) with seversl cable siaitions distiributed aleng
the narrow guage teo pull cars over the hillse About 50 miles from Ugolnaye along
the railroad on the Suchan end, the couniry is hilly und rugged, some of thec hilds
being high enough to call mpuntainse

POPULATION

THe population of Biberin is small even along the railread until the great
viaing of Siberia usrs encountereds * A considerable nruuber of ongols and Buriats
arg encountered ian the Trans=Baikal reglon.

tho climate of Siberia can be compared to that of nerthern Mirnesote except
for the Trans=3aizal Plaleau. The climate here is exiremely cold. However, it is
a dry cold and thore is very little wind. +this is a rejion of comstantly frozen
ground as the ground never entirely thaws out. The 27th Infaniry at Verkhne=in-
deznsk used holes dug down to frozen ground as refrigeratots in the surmer timea

RIVIRS

The Amur is the only river of scuthern Sibsria that flows into the Pscific
Ocean, it forms the boundary line between lanchuria and Aussiz far several hundred
miles and is navizable for viver stsamers for about 2,000 miless At Hebarosk one
of the longest radlway bridges in the world spans the Amur,
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The Ussuri jéins the Amur et Habaroske From Harbin (in Manchuria) ths
Sunger River flows north and joins the Amure This river is navigable for river
boats from Harbin to its junction with the Amur, Other important rivers in
Siberia all flowing north to the Artic Ocean are the Iriish, Angera, Yenesel
and Obi Rivers, all of which ars navigable for river sioamers.

WAGON ROADS

Wagon roads, except inthe great Siberian plain, are scarce and poor. United
States transportation will not track as these roads are used by the Russian
telega which has a much narrow {read.

The sincerkiy and good faith of our government on the Siberian question as
shown by the imstructions given General Graves cannot be lmpugned. Nevertheless
thera is good remson to belisve that certain departments in Weshingion thought
that the mission of the A.E.F» in Siberla was to fight the Bolsheviks and assist
the reactionary government at Omsk, headed by Admiral Kolchak who, through the
help of certain of our allies, was put in power in Siberia with headquarters at
Omsk, underthe title of "Supreme Ruler® on October 18th 1918,

The Bolshevik Bovernment of Siberia (the peopls of which were never decidedly
Bolshevik) was overthrown just afier the Czecho=Slovaks commenced foghting in
1918, The All Russian Constituent Assembly was formed at this times It was a
socialistic form of government but not extreme socimlistic, the people of Siberda,
thet is, in the terriiory around Omsk and sasiward from Qmsk were not as extremely
gocialistic as those in the vicinity of Samara and Ekaterinburge Also a large
number of refugeee of the noble and monarchist class had gone to Siberia after the
Bolsheviks got in power. This governmemt was overthrown on Hovember 18, 1913, as
previously stated, and Kolchek was placed at the head of “The All Russian Govern=
ment” under the title of "Supreme Ruler®, The allies, thet is Japan, Sngland,
France and the Czecho=Slovuks had a great deal to do with making Admiral Xolchak
supreme ruler,

The Czechs, together with soldiers of the Omsk government, which later bscame
Admiral Kolchak's government, established a line on the western front, i.e., in
Bastern Russia, .and fought the Bolsheviks, A Czech officer informed me that the d
allles had agreed to their being seperated from Austria with an independent goverw
ment, and that the allies would see that they wers put on their feet in getting
govornment starteds That in retursn for this the Czech Army was 4o fight the
bolsheviks and prevent German and Austrian prisoners from returning to their
couniry, that the allied would see that the Czech Army was supplied with clothing,
arns, and equipment.

The Czechs fell in with this and fought the Bolsheviks, The telegram that
started this was sent ito lmjor Guinet, French Army, om June 24th, at Cheliabinsk,
and was as Zollows, "The French Ambassador makes known to Commandant Guinet that
he can thenk the Czecho=Slovaks for their actions, this inthe name of the allies.
They, (the Allies) have decided to interveme the last of June, the czecho-Slavaks'
Army, and the Frenck mission forms the advance guard ef the Allied mrmy must come
Reccommendations respecting the ocoupation and the organization of & double "point’
">0litical and military®s Perm 18, June.

About June 27th Major Guinet of the French Military Mission issued o s*etenent
through the €zech and Russian precs, based onthis telegram, steting thet the allies
were intervening in Russie at the end of June; and that the Freach were with the Ek
Czechs in thie movementa

The Czech's offemsive cormenced irmediately,
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States transportation will not track @s these roads are used by the Russian
telega which has a much narrow tread,

The sincerkty and good faith of our governmeni on the Siberian question as
shown by the ihstructions given General Graves cannot be impugnede MNevertheless
there is good reason to believe that certain depariments in Washingion thought
that the mission of the A.E.Fs in Siberia was to fight the Bolsheviks and assist
the reactionary government at Omsk, headed by Admiral Kolchak whe, through the
help of certain of our allies, was put in power in Siberia with headquarters at
Omsk, underthe title of "Supreme Ruler” on October 18th 1918,

The Bolshevik Bovernment of Siberia (the people of which were never decidedly
Bolshevik) was overthrown just after the Czrechom=Slovaks commenced foghting in
1918, The All Russian Constituent Assembly was formed at this times It was a
socialistic form of government but not extreme sociamlistic, the peopls of Siverda,
that is, in the territory around Omsk and eastward from Omsk were not as extremely
socialistic as those in the vicinity of Samara and Ekaterinburge Also a large
number of refugees of the noble and monarchist class had gone to Siberia after the
Bolsheviks got in power. This governmemt was overthrown on November 18, 1918, as
previously stated, and Kolchak was placed at the head of "The All Russian Govern=
ment” under the title of "Supreme Ruler®s The allies, thet is Japan, England,
France and the Czecho=Slovaks had a groat deal to do wiih making Admiral Xolchak
supreme rulers

The Czechs, together with soldiers of the Cmsk governmeni, which later bscame
Admiral Kolchek's government, established a line on the western front, ise., in
BEastern Russia, .and fought the Bolshevikses A Czech officer informed me that the d
allies had agreed to their being seperated from Austria with an independent governw
ment, and that the allies would see that they were put on their feet in getting
govornment started. That in return for this the Czech Army was to fight the
bolsheviks and prevent German and Austrian prisoners from returaing to their
country, that the allied would see that the Czech Army wes supplied with c¢loething,
arms, and equipmends

The Czeche fell in with this and fought the Bolsheviks, The telegram that
started this was sent to Major Guinet, French Army, on June 24th, at Cheliabinsk,
and was as 2ollows, “The French Ambassador makes known to Comimndant Guinet that
he can thank the Czecho=Sloveks for their actions, this inthe name of the allies,
They, (the Allies) have decided to intervene the last of June, the czecho=5lsvaks’
Army, and the Frenck mission forms the advance guard of the Allied army musi come
Reccommendations respeciing the occupation and the orgenization of & double "point!
P30litical and military"s Perm 13, Junse.

About June 27th Major Guinet of the French Military Missioen issued o simtement
through the €zech and Russien preess, besed onthis telegram, stating that the allies
werg intervening in Aussile at the end of June; and that the French were with the Rl
Czeches in this movementa

The Czech's offensive commenced irmediatelye

The Czech is very demec@etic but not Bolshevik and as long as the new Siberian
government wes democratic ithey desired to help it cut es vell as themselves,
However, afier thc armistice between the Alliss end the Central Powers snd efter
the cverthoww cf ihe Siberisn Government by Kolchek and his followers, it soon
: Pecage aepparent to them thet they were helping to put & new Czar on the throne of
§u551§ » The Czcchs seoon began to belk at thise They saw the high handed manner
in wkich Kolchak and his followere were running things snd shorily +hereafter
withdrew &1l thelr troops from the support of Kolchake ’ ‘
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In view of the fact that '~ first Czeche=~S#evek Echelon {ty Echelon T mean
trein) hed errived sdfely i Valdivesiok in April 1918, and by July lei neerly
half ef their forces had arrivec, that the city of Valdivestok was completely in
their conbroland +hat the rewminder of the CzechowSlkavek troope were in no serigus
denger and the war prisoner menace had nol essuned alarmling proporticns, it musi
be sssumed that the object the President had in mind when ireops were sent to
Siberie bore some relation to the public declaration of America's readiness to Hisfi
stand by Russime This announcement must have been mede with special reference
to ore of the Allled powerss The President, es shown in the insiruciions given
General Craves, waes opposed to smdding troops to Siberias He said he was afraid
it weuld result in using Russia instead of helping Russia bui aqulesced in the
movenent teceuse he ddd not vent to insist upon his ideas when they ran counter
to the ideas of so many military men upon a militery probleme

Ae Japen and the United Stetes were the only neiions fighting Gemmany thet
were in e positior to send eny effective force to Siberia there was an agrsement
between the United States and Japan to send about ten thousand troops to
Valdivostoks

Japem cpproached the United States and asked on acccuni of organizational
reesons permission t¢ increese her ferce teo 12,000 men which wes agreed to by
the United Stetes.s BEveryone who served in Siberia knows Japen disregarded this
egeonent,

In Qctober 1915, the Commending General, A.E«Fs, Siberie, wade en inspection
of Americen troeps and during this inspection sew so many Japanese and knew of
s8¢ mexny more in the TranseBiakel region that upon his return he reported teo
vashington thet Japan had ©0G,000 troops in Siberis, 2 closer examination showed
that they had 72,000 instesd of 60,000 in Siberie and on the Chinese fastern
Failroeda

The plans of some of the Allied nations and the Czechs were to arm the Russieanz
gsoldiors (anti-belshevik) and with these soldlers, U.S. troeps, Czech and sllied
troecpe from an emstern front under the commend of Gensral Knox {en lnglish Gemeral;
and &tlack Germary from the easts AS shown by the insiructiions of the President
given prsviously in this monograph, the President had informed the vericus ellied
governments that the United States woulg not Join such a movement andif +the allied
governnents insisted upon esuck & siepx after arrivel in Siberia the United States
night consider it necessary to with draw its few troops from Siberia.

Netwithstending the Fresidents pesitive statement, I do nol believe there is
eny quesiion but what the represenic¥ives of some of the allied governuments
expectod and hoped that the Awmerican troops would procesed tec western Siberim
under the claim of exiricating {the Czechs and become involved in such & way that
the United States would have to send more troops +to Siteries.

Generdl Knox had autherity fromthe Britiesh Goverbment to mrm, clothe and equipe
106,000 Russiers and if the cornditions seemed to justify it he was informed thet
he could count upon arms and equipment for an additionsl 100,000

I believe ii is safe %o sey thei ever before the American tracps arrived in
Vladivostok with & view to carrying out the mission of ocur country it wes evident
that in se far es ihe execution of the mission coineided with the scope ¢f the mis-
sion ap publiely announced, it woulq differ from the mctions end even intentions
ofof some of the agsociated missions,

General Qtani incopmand of +the Jupenese forces wes the senior allied commandere
Soen after the landing of allied troops at Vuldivogtok bazan. fanaral Niami eldwac-



Jeners. oraves, Wes 0pposec to sEmaing troops to Siverise He sald he wes efrald
it would result in using Russim instead of helping Russim bui equlesced in the
movement beceuse he ddd not vent to insist upon his ideas when they ran counter

As Japan end the United Stetes were the only nations {ighting Geormapny thai
were in e position to =end eny effective force ta Siberis there was an agrsement
botween the United States and Japan o send about iten thousand troops o i
Valdivoetoks :

Japenm cpproached the United States and asked on account of organizational
reasons permission to increase her force to 12,000 men which wes agreed to by
the United Stetese Eveoryone who served in Siberia knows Japen disregarded this
egeemente

Ir October 1918, the Commasnding General, A.E.Fe, Siberia, made &n inspection
of Americsn troops and during this inspeciion saw so many Japenese &nd knew of
so meny more in the TranswBiakal region that upon hls return he reported io
Vashington thet Japan had 60,000 troops in Siberin, a closer exemination showed
that they had 72,000 instead ¢f 60,000 in Siberis and on the Chinese fastern
Beilroeds

The plans of some of the Allied ratiens end the Czeshs were to arm the Russiang
soldgiers (anti=bolshevik) and with these soldiersy, U.Se. troope, Czech and allied
troeps from an esstern front under the commend of Generai Knox (en Inglish Gemeral)
and attack Germany from the emsts AS shown by the insiruciions of the President
given previcusly in this monograph, the President had inforized the varicus allied
governments thet the United Stetes woulg net Jedn such a moverent andif the allised
goverrments insistied upon such a stepx after arrival in Siberiam the United Stetes
might consider it necessary to with draw its few troops from Siberie,

Netwithsiending the Presidents positive statement, I de not believe there is
any question but what {the represenictives of some of the allied governuents
expected and hoped that the American iroops would procesd t¢ western Siberia
undger the claim of extricating the Czechs and become involved in such a way that
the Unite¢ States would have t¢ send more troops to Siberie.

Generdd Knox had autherity fromthe British Goverbmernt to arm, clothe and equipe
196,000 Russiens and if the conditicns seemed 1o juzstify it he was informed that
he could count upon arme and equipmeni for en additional 100,000

I believe it is safy Yo ssy thei even before the American treops arrived in
Viadivostok with a view to carrying out the mission of ocur country it was eviden?
that in po far es the executien of the mission coineided with +the gcope of the mig-
sien &5 publicly announced, it would differ {rom the actions snd sven intentions
ofof sere of the asaccisted missicra.

General Otani incormand of the Jopanese forces was the senior allied cormander,
Soen after the landing of mllied troops at Vuldivasiok bezan, General Otani address-
od the following communication to the commenders of the mllied forces. "I have
the honor to inferm you that I have heen appointed the commender of the Japanese
Armygat V;adivostok ty His [jajesy, the MEmperor of Japan, end that I am entrusted
fnanxmously by the Allied Fowers with the command of their armies in the Russisn
bo FLEAAL o Ecuint of Sre phoseet sbmactonn o Lomird Elesion will 1ot be eoy
bo fu , i £ & and ¢f the Austroe=Cerrmn

»1nir&gu?s. Nevertheless T have no doubt that I shall be able te zccomplish it
ierfact¢y ty?ough the agreemeni end ceordinetiorn of the valiant Lllied‘ﬁrmie:
The cooperation and the friendship betwoen our arnies w :

3104 L i1l easily pernit
Peint of view of their cormand, of repidity of act ¥ pernit, from the
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ion end of success without eny
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difficultye I hope with all my heart that our armies will work together for
the common aime .
(Signed) General Qtani,
Cormender-in=Chief, Allied Armies.”

This document which you will admit is a rather remarkeble one, was sent out
about two weeks before the arrival of General Craves at Vladivosicke
g

41l seemed very enxicus to learn how General Graves would react to thisa
Colanel Styer, who was senior officer with our troops, prior to the errivel of
General Graves, wrote General Otani &nd *old him that Americen troops were subjeci
to his orderse Socn after he arrived Ceneral Graves together with Admiral Knight,
went to call on General Oieni and was asked elmost immeddetely if he (Genersl
Graves) had orders thet Americen troops would report to him (General Oteni)e

Gevernl Craves informed Gsnersl Oteni thet he had no such orders, but on the
contrary had limitetione placed upon him as to the use of American iroops which
vould nmke it necessary for hiw to pive his personal srders bLefore American troops
could engage in any actier against ihe Russians. No indicationx wes ever seen of
Gensrel Otani {rying to command troeps of any power except Jepenese iroopse

I do noet believe that this remarkeble communicatiocn was originated by ihe Japanese
but was probably issued with the approvel of some of the other allied representat-
ives with the hope thet the Americens would fall for it and thet then our itroops
could and would be used contrepy to ihe desires and inmsiructions of the President,
as after once having become invelved it might become difficuli for the Unived
States 1o back outs

that the Unitad Stetas had no enemy in lussia and that American troops coiid not be
used ageinst any part of the Russian people except in self-defence and in protectlon
gf properiy enirusied Lo our carse

After tihe signing of the mrmistice the Commending General, £.E.Fa, took the view

Criticisa was imuediately directed against that policy not only by ceriain Rus=-
siang, but it was evident ithzt Inglund, France and Japen did noi approve of it.

The 27th Infantry participauted with the Japaness in an advaancs on Habarovsk
from Sviaginaaon the Assuri branch of the Trans-Siberiaen Reilrozd« This advance
started on August 29th, and troops reached Hebarovsk on September 5ths Praciicall
no casualties were sustained by our forces. The reason given by General Otani,
(the highest ranking allied o¢fficer in Siberia), for the advance to Habarovsk wes
the reliaef of Czecho=Slovak troops west of Irkutsk the idea being to take Habarovs
{then mexrch up along the Amur River and clear the northern branch of the Trang=S5ib=
erinn dailroad of Bolshsviks, and thence west clearing the railrozd and so extri-
cating the Czechs.

American particlpstion in allied operations in Siberia was commenced with the
situntion aboui as followa: a small force consisting of Czecho-Slovaks and Jepanese
detachments acting as a holding force awaiting the arrival of allied reenforcements
to be gotten from troops arriving at Vladivostok had beem hendled rather seversely
along the Ussuri Railroad, and the 35th Japanese Infantry Brigade under Lajor General
0i had gone to itheir assistance. Shortly afier this the advamce on Habarovsk begen.

A council of Allied Commenders was held on August 19th, 1918, 0f this council
Colonel Styer csbled the Var Department as follows: ®Lisutemant General Yuhi, Chisf
of Staff, representing General Otani, geve in detail an estimate of situmtilon and
plen of operatlion. First take Habarovsk, 15,000 armed enemy in this sector, then
zdvance west by Amur and Lanchuriae Gensral Oteni stated that in his judgment to
Accomplish mission which was and remcins solely the extrication of the Czechs wesi
of Irkutsk between whom and us are 40,000 enemy forces and along double line of
Bonmmunications to make secures The Czochs west of Irkutsk hova 1itdla ammmi+ine



cell or Jenersl (=eni znd wes &sked elmost irmeddetely if he (Genersl
nad orders +hat American troops would report to him (General Otani),

Gereral Graves informed General Otani thet he had no euch orders, but on the
contrary had limitations placed upon him as to the use of American troops which
would make it necessary for him to give his personal orders before Americam troops
could engage in any action against the Russians. Mo indicaticnx wes ever seen of
General Ctani trying to command troops of any power except Japanese troopse

I do not believe that this remarkable communication was originated by the Japaness
but was prebably issued with the epprovel of some of the other allied representst-
ives with the hope that the Americens would fall for it end that then our troops
could and would be used contrepy to ihe desires and insiructions of the Presideni,
as after once having become involved it might become difficult for the United

States to back outs

Aftor the signing of the ermistice the Commanding General, A.E«Fe, took the view
that the United States had no enemy in Russia and that American treops could not be
used against any part of the Kussian people except in seif-defence and in proteciion
of property entrusted to our care, :

Criticism wes immediately cirected agsinst that policy not only by ceriain Rus-
sians, but it was evident thet Englsnd, France and Japen did not approve of it.

The 27th Infantry participated with the Japaness in an advance on Hebarovsk
from Svieginaaon the Assuri branch of the Trans-=Siberian Railrozde This advance
started on August 29th, and troops reached Habarovek on September 5the Practically
no casualties were sustained by our forces. The reason given by General Otani,
(the highest renking allied officer in Siberia), for ihs advance 4o Hebarovek wes
the relinf of Czecho=Slovak troops west of Irkutsk the idea being 1o iake Habarovi
then march up along the Amur River aad clear the northern branch of the Trans=Sibe
erian Ruilroad of Bolsheviks, and thence wesl clearing the railrozd and seo extri-
cating the Czachs.

Americen participstion in allied opsrations in Siberia was comuenced with the
sivuation about as follows: a small force consisting of Czecho=Slovaks and Jepanese
detachuents acting as & holding force awaiting the arrival of allied reenforcsuents
to be gotten from troops arriving st Vladivostok had been handled rather severely
along the Ussuri Reilroad, and the 35th Japanese Infantry Brigade under Lujor General
0i had gone to itheir assistance. ©Shortly after this the advamce on Habarovsk begans

A council of Allied Co:menders was held on August 1%th, 1918, 0Of this council
Colonel Styer cmbled the dar Depariment as follows; *Lisutenant General Yuhi, Chisf
of Stalf, representing Ceneral Otani, gave in detail an estinmte of situation anc
plen of operation. First take Habaravsk, 15,000 armed enemy in this sector, then
edvance west by Amur and lenchuriay General Oteani staiod thai in his judgment to
Accomplish mission which was and remecins solely the extrication of the Czechs west
of Irkutsk betwsen whoin and us ars 40,000 enemy forces and along double line of
Gommunications 1o make secursa The Czechs west of Irkutsk have little ammunition
left and are otherwise in pitidBle plight so much so that their relief before winter
is iwperative if they are to survive., This can only be done in his opinion by a
repld cempaign with augmented forces, He asked the Allied Commanders to so represent
te thneir governmenis and that they themselves socnd all forces immediately available
and requesﬁ.Japan Lo send iroops &t once in sfficient numbers 1o meet the situation,
5,0?0 Cenadians are enroutes Japan has ready meny troopse After asking each commadd-
ef 1f’an§ h?w many of his {roops wers ready to join in an advance on Habarovsk, he
stated his intention of ordering an immediate conceniration of all avallable forces
far an attecks :
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In view ef subesguernt events it is not out of place to state that thie
estimetie of the situation wus erroneous. Either the Japanese military
intelligence service wes absolutely incompetent, their stafi in utter ignorance
of the reel military situstion in Siberia, particularly thei of ithe Czechs, or
thoir statements were aimed to sciisfy wheti they presumed to be allied desires,
by exaggereting the magnitude of the militaryproblem erd recommending heavy
reinfercements, yet proceeding to show, by armouncéng an iumedizie offensive
that the much needed incrsese of silied forces could be safely depended upon to
arrive after the Japanese (with their sterilingly inadequate strengith) had
carried out the campaign and securely possesged the fruiits of victorye

The aciuel movement on Habarovsk wes not & difficult one comsisting of litide
more +hen & series of skirmishes. The total Jepanese casualties were only 77
killed of all renkse

( the

k8 to'grave Cergers menacing’ the Czechs "west of Irkitsk" and the threat of
40,000 enemiss between us®e Tt need only be seld thet by Augaov 17th, 1913,
the Czechs were in praciically undispuited control of the Trans=-Siberimn Railroad
irow Ekaterinburg end Chelisbinsk emstward 4o & peint bteyond the tunnels 8t the
southern end of lake Biakal, On August 20th Verkhne-Udensk was Baptured by the
Czeche, &nd the only enemy of esny imporiesnce consisted of an uncertiain number
of Belsheviks and armed war priecners based on Haberovek end opersting towerd
Blagovestckensk on the west and Ussurld on the souths

The war prisoners menace turned out to be practicelly no menace et all s
only & small proporiticn of Germen and Ausirian prisoners of war joined +
Bolsheviks and of those who joined practicelly all wers cormuniets who recog-
wized no claim of their govervnment on their services,

Germeny issued instruction ©

5 her troops thal were prisonsrs in Siberis
that under ne circumstances were they o join &}

he Doisheviks.

The tolzal number of Czecho=Slovaks in Siberie was about 50,000 These
numberg were given to me by General Chechek and I believe can be depended on
&8 our intelligence service estimeted the Czechs forces as cboul the same,

Duriag the inter of 1918~1619 the strength of the allied forces in Siberis
wers about as follews:
United Stztes 1,00¢C Jepenessa 72,000
inglish=Conadians 8,000 French 800
talians 2,000 Czocho=5lovaks 50,000
Chinese  one aivision approximately 12,000 Poles one division  sirengih
unkinown

Practically all of thesse troops were in “he vicinity of Vladiveostok except
the Czechs, Ja*unu3e, Chiness and Poles.

During the winter of 1713-1919 the 27¢h Infantry was stationed at various
points along the Ussurl River from Spesskos $o Habarovsk. The 31si Infantry at
Viaddvostek at various points alaong the Trans-Siberian Reilroad beiween Vladim
vostok end Nikolsk and along the cozl road from Ugolnya and at the Suchen mines,
and two Companies ai Spasskaoe. The 27ith Infantry had more or less trouble with
Kelmikoff's Cossakks, a mors dloodithirsiy man than Kelmikoff with the possible
excepiion-of Semienoff never lived. Thecrucliies and muders cormitied by these
two cossacks are spoksn of elsewhere in thds monograph.

For political reszons (mers to show that American troops were in Siberia
than anything else), one company of - the 3lst Infaniry was ordered to and took
station at Harbin in lerch 1919, und was brought back to Vladlvos»or in July,
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The actucl movement on Habarovsk wes not & difficult one consisiing of litide
more *hen a series of skirmishes. The total Jepanese cesualties wers only 77
killed of all ranks.

(the ,

£s to'grave devgers menacing’ the Czechs "wesit of Irkitsk" and the threat of
%40,000 enemies between us®, Tt need only be said thet by August 1Tth, 1918,
the Czechs were in practically undisputed contrel of the Trans-Siberian Reilroad
irem Fkaterinburg srd Chelisbinsk emsiwerd to & point beyond the turnels at the
scuthern end of Ilake Biskal. On Augusi 20th Verkhne-Udensk was Bapiured by the
Czechs, end tge only enemy of any importence consisted of an uncertiain number
of Boisheviks and armed war prieoners based on Habarevek end cperetiing towerd
Blagovestckensk on the west and Ussuri on the southe

The war prisoners menace turned out to be practicelly no merace ot &ll es
only & swall preporticn of Germer mnd Ausirisn prisoners of var joined the
Belsheviks and of those who joined practicelly all were communiste who recog-
nized noe claim of their government on their services.

Gormzny issued insirucition te her troops that were prisonsrs in Siberis
that under no circumsiances wers they %o joln the Bolsheviks,

The totnl number of Czecho=Slovaks in Siberie was sbout 50,000 Thesa
numbers were given toe me by General Chechek and I believe can be depended on
&g our intelligence service estimated the Czechs forces as acboul the same,
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Duriag the winter of 1 19 the strength of the allied forces in Siberia

wore about as follews:

United Siztes 15,300 Japeness 72,000
inglish=Conadians 8,000 Freach 800
Italians 2,000 Czecho=Slovaks 50,000
Chinese  one division approxirately 12,000 Poles one division  sirength
unknown

. x - 3 - s | ) 2 . .
Practically ull of these troops were in “he vicinity of Vliadivostok except
the Czechs, Jepcnese, Chiness and Poles.

During the winter of 1718=-1919 the 27th Infantry was sitationed 2% various
peints slong the Ussuri River from Spasskos to Habaravsk. The 3lst Infantry at
Viaddvostok at verious points along the Trans=Siberian Railroad beiween Viedi=
vestok and Nikolsk and along the coal road from Ugolnye and at the Suchap nines,
and two Companies al Spasskos. The 27th Infantry had more or less trouble with
Kalnikoff's Cossakks, a more blaodthirsty men than Kalmikoff with the possible
exception-of Semiencff never lived. Thecruoliies and muders cormitied by +these
w0 cossacks are spoken of elsewhere in thids monograph.
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For political runsons (mers to show that Auerican troops were in Siberia
then anything else), one compeny of the 3lst Infentry wus ordered to and took
station at Herbin in Larch 1719, und wes brought back to Vliedivostok 4n July,
oth cormenies of the 27tk Tnfop? vere sisticned {rem April 1019 4o Jonuwery
1220 (&t which tire *thic & the 27th Infantry ves withdrawn and emburked

r e order withdrawing our troops from
roed [Ixer: Spasskoe to Ussuri, Other than ore ar
irang and conciderebie irouble but ne fighling
thers veres no active coperaticns iz this seciors
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2 In April 1919, regimental headquarters and six companies of the 27th Infantry
were moved from the vicinity of Habarovek teo Verkhne~Udensk and iook over the
gsector from VerkhnewUdensk, to Mysivie near Lake Baikel. Considereble trouble
wag experienced with Semienoff's troope but no actuel fighting took place in
this sector except for one engagemeni et Poselskaye in January 1920,

On this occaeion one of Semienoff's armored trains decided to attack our
forces ni Posalskaym., This force consisted of about 35 men under commend of e
Iieutenent quartered in Russian boxmcars. 'The Lisutenant had been wmrned by a
telegraph opersator that the comsander of thle ermored irain had siated thut he
wes going to get the lieutenant's command. This young officer had his men lie
down on the floors of the cers.. When the armored trein ceme up it turned loose
several machine guns on the box cer campe The men got out of the cars, surrounded
the train, some jumping up in the engine, and dis abling it by throwing hand
grenades in the fire box, while others got in dead space and tossed grenedes in
the armored car. The entire traln with e complement of about 75 men, several
machine guns and two six=pounders were ceptured.

late in May and the first part of June 1919, the partisane along the coel road
from Ugolaya to Suchan (in 3lst Infaniry Sector) became very active for the reason
thet they considered that by stopping shipmenie of coal they could tie up the
Trans~Siberisn Railroed end thus prevent supplies reaching Kelchal's forces from
Viadivostoks A platoon of our troops camped at Homanovke was attacked in Juns,
end thereafter, until late in the fall, various portiong of the 3lst Infantry had
a number of skirmishes with these partisans st verious points along the line
between Ugolnye and Suchan. Very seldom did we have moere then two compenies
engaged in an expedition or in eny one action.

One Platoon Company A, 31ist Infaniry mentioned in & previous paragraph strength
two officere and aebdut 75 enlisted in & fight at Romanovka, against greatly
superior numbers, had 24 enlisted killed e&nd one officer and 25 enlisted men
wounded but held their ground and stood off the enemy until the Platoon received
reinforcementa.

Qur loszsez in other engagements were very small, During the months from June
to Decenxber 1919, organizatione of the 3lst Infantry wers engeged with partisens
at varioue places in the vicinity of the coal road running from Ugoelnys o Suchen
as follows: +two Plastocne, Company M, at Novltskeys on June 22, 1919, one Platoon ,
Company A, &t Romanovka June 25, one Platoon, Compeny A, at Novae Nezhine june 26,
Compeny D, Compeny C, (less 9 squads), one Platoon, Machine Gun Company and & 37
e B0ction of Hesdquarters Compeny, at Sitsa, June 26. Company C, (less one
Platoon), Company M, cne Platoon of Machine Cun Company, end 37 mm, section of
Hemdguarters Compeny, at Novitskaya, July 2, Company C, {less one Platoon} Compeny
¥; Company D, one Platoon Machine Cun Compeny, 37 mme. section of Headguarters
Company at Kazanska, July 3.

Companies D, M, one Platoon Machine Gun Company, one 37 mm, eection of Head~
querters Company, at Peryatina, July 5, one section of Company H, st Nowslitovskaya
on August 8th. Various organizetions participated in shirmishes st the following
placee during the month of July and August: Rechitsa, Dora Felveka, Mamoniovs,
Novo Vesilkovo, Burenks, Gordieka, Brovonichi, Krolovits, Bhieovskaya, and e few
other smell skirmishes.

In addition Company C, was engaged in skirmishes on December 1lOth, 24th, 25th
and 3let near Fanze and Sitza,.

The advance guard formetions used were similer te¢ those in force for small
bedles of iroops before the world war end proved their worth.

In the fall of 1919, lLicutenant Ryan and 50 men of the 3lst Infantry with four
machine guns wes sent as & guerd with a treinload of rifles and ammunition for
Kolchak with orders te turn them over to Kelchak's repesentdtdve at Irkutsk and
that under no circumstances wes he to turn any rifles or emunition over teo anyone
before reaching Irkutsk,

At thie time we were having considerable trouble with Semienoff eund the Commands
General dild not care to turn rifles and ammnition over %o anyone that might afters

wards use them againet our forces, When this munitions echelon reached Chita
]

= e



Semienoff scnt an officer with a reputed order from Kolchak to <urn fifteen
thousand riflee over to Semienoff. The Lisutenant informed the representative
that 1% would be inpossible 1o cemply with the request as his orders prevebted
hir frem turning over any rifles or smmunitien to anyons before he got to Irkuisk.
Semienc{{'e represeniative went ewey and & fow minutes deter came back end inform
od the Lieutenant thaet if the Arms were not turned over to Semienof{f by 10:00 A«lie
tho next rorning that he (Semienoff) wpuld come and get thems The Lieutenant
immeiately wired AL.Fs Headquariers cf the happenings thet had teken place and
teok what steps he could to prepare his force for defenses At thds time Semienoffb
trocps with iroops of a certain other power numbered several thousand in Chitz
end immdiate vicinity consisting of several regiments of infaniry and at least twe
regiments of artillery, tegether with seversi armered trains. It had also been Zul
quite definitely proven thet Semienolf was in the pay cf this other power. L.E.F,
Headquaerters irmediately got in touch with the representeiive of this other power
who wes told the facte in the case and that it wes glso well knovm that Semienoff
would do whai he (the representetive) told him and requested that Semiencff be
called off es otherwise to say the least the result would present & very gruve
gituatiors OS@ffice it td say that & fow minuies before 10 the next morning one
of Semlenoff's staff came to the Lieutenant end informed him that he could leave
whenever he wanted to and that it was all a joke.

The disintegration of Kolchek's forces, commencing in Juns 1919, took place
repidly in the fall and early pert of December of that year, and early ir Novembe
all allied troops had withdrawn frown Siberie except the Japenese, Czechs, Americang
and Italians being prevenied from leaving by a seercity of iransporise. The die-
astrous feilure of Kolchuk in my opirden could have besn aveidsd and hisferces
haye put the Beleheviki cut of power if he had enly adopted a democratic form of
governnent with an able, humean and conscientlous staff sround hime He did just the
opposite, howover, and wes doomed e feilure es anyone will see, when the actions

of his followers zre considereds

stemen Bemienoff and Atemen Kelrmikoeff at the head of cossacks in the Trange
Baikal end Ussuri regions respectively, though glving adherence te the Kelchek
governrent and responsible for Kolchak's cormunicetions, obeyed Kolchek when it
pleasud them and did &s they pleased at other times. Of stores going tc Kolchek,
Semienoff took what he wanted and sent the rest on to Kolchake.

Kalwikeff and his offdcers were very dissolute and ren thinge with a high hande.
Open ciashes with our forces at Habarosk during the winter of 1918=191¢ were anly
narrewly averteds Vhenever Kalmikoff reeded money he proceeded to errest and exe=
cute some rich merchant under the guise that the merchant was & Bolshevik and aide
ing and abetiing Bolshevism and confiscated the merchent's money, goods and other
DProperiye .

Armored treins perisining to Kalmikeff's commend desiroyed towns under the guise
that ihe inhsbitanis were belsheviks, killing old men, women, and children even,
when fleeing for their lives.

If a young men wes drafied and ordered to repert for guiy and did not show up
his father and mether and other members of the family were mistrested snd murdersds

Bemienoff was not any worss than Kalumikeff es that would be impessible, but as
he wes8 in & more populeus section of the country and on the main line of the Trans=
Siverisn Railroad, his opportunities were greator, Nere himself could not have begn
worse than these two cossacks mtamans. Colonel Liorrow estimaies that Semienaff's
forces rurdered et least forty thousand men, women and children in the Trans=
Beikal regiona

The entire region surrounding Tara waz devesiatcd, men driven off or killed and
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Disciplined hed to submii to his eificers knocking him down, or slappinghim with-
out just cause and to get up smilings Very liitle attenilon wes paid to his wanis
or 10 see that he was feds I have seen Kolchak officers strike down soldiers nerely
for the whim of the thing &rnd have seen conscripts being iredined in athletics, the
nen being treined in jumping over wooden horses with a Lieutenant standing by the
horse with a whip similar to & cat of rine teils whipping each man that friled to gé¢
over the horse. Frox my observation of the Russian officer, he spends most of his
time in cabarets or other places filling up on vodka. In Vladiveosiok large numbers
of Fussian officers with apparentlynothing to do seemed 1o spend &il their time on
the main streets of the town and generally having & good time when their services were
undoubtedly needed with their orgenizetians.

In my opirnion the averzge russien in Siberis, was not, in 1919, & Bolshevik, bui
rost of all he wes not a reactionary and wanied a good democratic form of govebnments
Aather thanhave a reactionary form of governmeni similar to that under the Czar he
would join any perty that had a show of success against ites Ae the Bolsheviks were
the only ones that had any show he joined them so as to drive the Kolchak government
from power and with the hope that ike radiceslnese of the Bolsheviki could be curbed
in time and that then the people could settle down to & good constitional demacistic

form of government.

The following statement niade by Colenel Wickham, head of the British rilitary
L:igsion, show how the ideas of some of the allies chenged during the winicr of 1516w
1920; "In suppoerting Kolchmk, a year's time had been logts Theorly good has been
that we can now realize once for all that the o0ld regimists are incapablo aof estab~
lishing & gdvernment. Siberia must go through Bolshevisu and +he sooner a beginning
is made, the quicker will many of the irraticnal theories of the Bolsheviks be tried
out and cagt aside",

In eonjunection with other allied troops the 3lst Infaniry preserved order in Vladi-
vostok during the Galde revolution which took place &n November 1919 and the revolu-
tion which took place on January 31, 1920, The letter revolution wos prectically a
bloodless affeir, However, the sowcslled Gaide revelution that tosk place in NWovember
(considering the number that took part) wms gquite a bloedy affeire. Genoral Gaida, @
young man ebout 28 or 29 years old, wes a Major General in the Czech iArmy in 1918, end
through his natural ability was made a Lieutenant General shortly in ithe Russian
f{olchak Army, and commended the Kolchek forces in western Siberia and sasiern Russice
In the late spring of 1919 he begen to disagree with the Kolchek government over
voliticel matters. In other words he could not see his way clear to support & gov=
eroment &8s reaciionery enf {tyrannical as the Kolchak government had becomes he was
reiieved of commend of the Russlan forces in June, 13919,

Farly i: the fall, Galda come to Vladivestok and was at the head of the revolution
that took plauce in loverber., Hisforces, amounting to about 2,000, wers recruited
from Kussian desertsrs znd ssus Czeches. In my epinion, Gailda was entiraly too cbscess
sed with his own idmporimnce. He opencd a recrulting office within itwo blocks of +he
reilroad sitation at Vladivostok, where he was attacked by the Kolchak forces, the
fight lastinz about 24 hours.

Gaida's troops wers in an imposaible situetion and wers easly defeniods Trachde
cally all prisoners, sxcept Gaida, captured by the Kolchak forcss were put to desth
within the next 24 hours, some five hundred being executed,

General Gaida was given up to the Czechs with the understanding that he would
leave Siberia never to returne This wes undoubtedly done to kesp from having trouble
with the Czechs,

The revolution in Vledivostok that took place on January 3lst, 1920 was enginseersd
by the social democrats under Krakavetsky and very shortly thereafter baceme closely
sliied with the Bolsheviks. Krakavetakv had nrauvianels hasa - ot oo & - 2
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In my opirion the aversge Russian in Siberia, was not, in 1919, & Bolshevik, bui
—ost ©of all he was not & reactionary and wanted a good democratic form of govebnments
Rether thenhave a reactionery form of government similar to that under the Czar he
would join any party that had a show of success against ite As the Bolsheviks were
the only ones that had any show he joined them so as to drive the Kolchak government
from power and with the hope that the radicelness of the Bolsheviki could be curbed
in time and that then the people could settle down to0 a good constitional democratic

form of governmente

The following statement made by Colonel Wickham, head of +the British Liilitary
Migsion, show how the ideas of some of the allies changed during the winter of 1919=
1920; "In supposrting Kelchek, & year's time ha# been lost. Theonly good has been
that we can now realize once for all that the old regimists are incapable of estab-
lishing a gévernmente Siberia must go through Bolshevism and the sooner & beginning
is made, the quicker will rmany of the irrational theorles of the Belsheviks be tried

out and cast aside¥,

In conjunction with other allied troops the 3lat Infaniry preserved order in Vladi-
vostek during the Gaelda revelution which took place &n November 1919 ana the revolu=
tion which took place on January 31, 1920, The letter revelution wes practically a
bloodless affeir, However, the so=celled Geida revelution that {tcok place in November
(considering the number that took part) wae quite a bloedy effeir. Genersl Geida, s
young man about 28 or 29 years old, wes & lajor Genersl in the Czech Army in 1918, end
through his natural ability was mode a Lieutenant Cenerask shortly in the Russian
Kolchek Army, end comnmanded the Kolehek forces in western Siberias end esastern Russize
In the late spring of 1919 he begen to dissgree with the Kolchak government over
political matters.e In other words he could not see his way clear to support & gov=
ernment &5 reactionery enf tyrannicel as the Kolchak government hed becomes he was

relieved of cormend of the Russian forces in June, 1919,

Zarly in the fall, Gaida czme to Viadivestok and was at the head of the revolution
that took place in November. Hisforces, amounting to about 2,000, wers recruited
from lhussian deserters and some Czechse In my spinien, Gaida was cntiraly too obsces-
sed with his own importancs. He opened a recruiting office within two blecks of the
railrsad siation at Vlaedivostok, where he was atiacked by the Kolchak ferces, the
Tight issting about 24 hoursa

Jaida’s troops wers in an impossible sitiaiion and were onsly defeaniodas TFractds
cally all prisoners, except Gaida, cepturad by the Koichak forces were out o death
within the next 24 hours, sowe five Lundresd being executed,

General Uzide was ziven up 1o the Czechs with the understanding that he would
leave Siberia never to reiurne This wes undoubiodly done to keep from having ftrouble
with the Czechsa.

The revolution in Vledivostsk that took place on Janusry 3lst, 1920 wes engineered
by the social democrats under Xrakeveisky and very shortly thereafter baceme clossely
allied with the Bolsheviks. Kraksveisky had previcusly been a member of Kolchak's
czbinet and was one of Gailda's Chief iLisutenanits in the revolution of Hovember 19194

about Jmauvery ist, 1920, orders were reccived for the withdrawal of the N
Siberia, the orgaouizztions of the A.Z.F. being ordered to the Philippins Islands for
. .

ions Avout January 15th, 1920, thet poriion of the 27%h Infantry which was mimzia
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ed on the Ussuri hHeilroad was withdrawnm %o Vladivosiok and sziled for :anila
he §reat Forthern wboul January 15ths Thai portion of the Jist Imfuniry stationed
tnggoal road was with~drawn to Vladivosiok abaut the middle of January 1920
rervion of the  27th Infaniry stationed at Verkhne=Udsnsk and the TranspBaikai
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section cormenced their withdrewsl during Jenuary 1920, It took the echelons

of the 27th Infeniry an aversge of 28 days to meke the trip from Verkhne-Udensk
te Vledivostoks The secier from Vledivogtok to Nikilsk Ussurisxi was held by

one battelion of the 31lst Infantry with o machine gua platoon and one armored
train attached, until all other imerican troops had pasaed enroute to Vladivosiok
and then was moved into Viadivosicks

Generat Graves wiih the last of the Expeditien wend on board *the Transpori
Great Northern en larch 3lst, and sailed for lanila April lst, 1920, thus ter-
minating the A.54F., Siberina

In the fall and early winter of 1919=1920 replacements for the drafted men in
the 4.7.Fe, Siberia werse recoivad aod tho drafted men and those enlisted for the
duration of the war were rsturned ito the United States. About 95 percent of thesec
resruits had had no prior service and had had no training whatever previocus o
their landing in Siberis. This creatsd quite a problem for regimental and company
comnanders, These now men h=d to be given itheir basic training and leasit know
some of the rudimenis of warksmanship and given some range practice before they
could be sent to the smaller ouit=lving stationss The situation in Sibsris at this
time was tense and it looked very much &8 though our iroops would become engaged
at any times As a consquence our troops were engaged in elementery rifls practice
during zero or near zerg weather.

Only o poridion of the drafied men wers withdrawn at one tdme from an organization
and new men sent to take their places. lew nen wers given from three to four weeks
traing veforo being sent to out-lying siutions though in some instunces, due to
foree of circumstances, thev wers sent out with less.

CLOTHING,.

The clothing issued the A.EeFa, Siberia for wintsr vear was beiter suited 1o the
climate than that issuad by any other nation thati hzd “roops their, and was uaiver-
aally admitted by all alliss 1o be the best and in ay epinion could not be improved
upons The clothing issued individually for winter wear waa as follows:i Fur cap,
fur mitis, wool gloves, hesvy wool undershirts and drawers, 0.Ds shirts, 0.De coats
and breeches, sheeplined overcoat, over-shoes, heavy wool socks, lumberman's socks,
shoe pacs, and parkas The lumbermon's socks, parka and shoe pacs wers seldom worn,
the socks only being worn in the coldest wemiher, as ai other times the feet sweat
profusely in thems

The parka was only worn by German and Austrian priseners of war, and ouly for =a
short time by our troops as experience proved thet the fur cap and shoeplined over-
cony served the purpose better, Shoe pacs were not worn due to the faet that the
soles of the pac were soft and the feol felt all ths unevenness of the groundes
Shoef pzcs are probably good where the snow dees net drift and where ail the groung
is coversd with snow.

The fur cap with the zdjusiable front plece was an excelleni protsciion against
the lowest tewperatures and sirongssi winde, the sheep-lined overcoat also zave
protection agaiunst the lowest temperaiures end the heavy wool drawers protected
the legs below the over-coats

The over-shoe wme alse excelisnt and stood the wear well, whils the fur mittens
when worn over wool gloves protected the handsa

SHELTIR,.
The majority of our troops were quartered in Russian berracks which are scatterdd

all over Siberie in the larger towns. They are mostily substantial buildings made
of brick and with good Russian stoves were quite comfortables. A vnortiaon of aur
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bt -3 5 nad hed no prior ssrvice and had had no training whatever provious %o
their landing in Sibeoris. This created quite a problem for regimental and company
commenderse* These new mon had to be given their basic training and least know
some of tho rudiments of marksmanship and given some range practice before they
could be sent to the smaller out=lying stationss The situation in Siberia at this
time was tense and it Ycoked very much as though our iroops would become engaged
at any times As 8 conmsquence our troops were engaged in elementary rifle practice
during zero or near zero weather,

Only a portion of the drafied men wers withdrawn at one time from am organization
and new men sent to take their places. HNew men were given from thres to four weeks
traing beforo being sent to out=lying stations though in some instences, due to
force of circumstances, they were sent out with lesa.

CLOTHING,

The clothing issued the 4i.E.F., Siberia for winter wear was bebtier suited to the
climate than that issued by any other nation that had troops their, and was univer=
sally admitted by all allies to be the best and in my opinien could net be improved
upons The clothing issued individually for winter wear was as follows:® Fur cap,
fur mitis, wool gloves, hoavy wool undershirts and drawers, 0.De shirts, 0.De coats
and breeches, sheeplined overcoat, overmshoes, heavy wool socks, lumbermau's socks,
shoe pacs, and parkes The lumberman's socks, parka and shoe pacs were seldom warn,
the socks only being worn in the coldest weather, as at other times the feet sweat
profusely in thems

The parka was only worn by German and Ausirian priseners of war, and only for =
snort time by our troops as experience proved that the fur cep and shoeplined over-
coat served the purpose bettere Shoe pacs were not worn dus to the fact that the
soles of the pac were soft and the feot folt all the unevenness of the grounde
Shoe§ pacs are probably good where the snow doses not drift and where all the groung
iz covered with snow,

The fur cap with the adjusiable front piece was nn excelland protection againet
the lowesi temperatlures and strongest winds, the sheep-lined overcoai also zave
protection against the lowest temperatures and the heayy wool drawers proiected
the legs below the over=coatls

The over-shee was also excellent znd stood the wear well, whils the fur mittens
when worn over wool gloves protected the handse

SHELTER,

The mejority of our troops weres quartersed in Russian barracks which ars scattespdd
ali aver Siberie in the larger townss They are mostly substantial buildings wade
of brick znd with good Tussian stoves were quite comforitables 4 portion af our
traops were guartered in private bu%ldinvs turﬁad over 1o us for our uses 4 large
aurbay ol our droops, who were guarding the rallroad, were guariered ir Russian
box cars of a iype called the double k. fThess cory wers Lined on the inside and
woie s oauach beloer cac v Zive din, in the wintar %ime, than either American bex oarc
2 yhich there were 2 sma roy RQussisn box enrs noune of
which were Lineds T4 be sending out the doubls X cars %o = point

whered & box cup cexp w3 Yo be oxtad %shed, to send a guard =lonz ton sse that
someone «id net atenl theme Those oors when daken off their trucks and baunked with
sarvh or snoew wors gulis confortable, however, a firemsn hud fo be detailed t0 re=
plenish {he fires at midnight and “hree Ldls
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The Aussien stove Waich you ses im all Russian houses and barracks is buils in
the house and stands 8 to 10 feet high, is made of bkick covered with sheet iron
and takes about iwenty four hours to get hemied, thersafter, only e smmil amount
of ecal ar wood is necessary to keep it goings

The stove in my room raguired awly two scutties full of cdal a day, in the coldest
weather and kept the roou well heateds

Considerable trouble was experienced in keeping springs and wells open in the
winter timse ALl cowmissaries going to swmweil sialions on the line were generally
frozene along {he narrow zuage railrvoad all supplies were invariably fronzen when
receivades I mdways tinought thet potatoes when frozen becowme unlii for consumption,
howewer, if {rozen and not allowed t2 thaw oubt unitil they anre used they ars very
piatabics

POy AP TAAATIN R Y A
TRANGHORW U ION »

Feeight cars ¢f the Trans=Sibevian Railrosd [excopl 2 few American box and Gonw
dolas) are similar te those in France. “heel ftracks on wagon reads are nuch narrawer

than thes2 in the United Statss, due Lo fthe narrow iread of thehussian telegas Our
escort wagong are not sultable for {hese roads and for thal reason we generally used
the Zussiun wagons or sledss The narrow guags railrigad mentioned heretofore in this
monograph had fouv hills at different peints on the line where the curs had 1o bhe
hauled up by cabilese The csble siailons had been blown up and il was necessary for
troops 1o fiil two cars on the top of the hill with dir{ and attach them fa the cable
in order to pull up the car ljaded with suppiies. Imagine the amount of work involw

ved in gelting & car ilhat wenit all the way ithrough, over four hills, requiring
seperats loadings with diri and frozen dirt at thatd However, afi.r the cablef
statlons wers repaired thers wms ne f{uthar trouble on thie scora,

COHCLIBIONS.

reasons ;ar

T v i oining in a wilitary
an not, with progristy,

i ¥
te discussed by me.

I§ entoring agreements with alliss who do net speal ihe same language, great cers
should be taken that there is = thorough uncersianding as to the eaning of ail
?ords, phrgses and sentenceSe Thai in dealing with an oriental race their peculdar-
ities shouid be taken inte careful consideration,

wes the mission accompliishedl

7
~ Yed, The Alders @ssisted the Czecho-BSlovaks out of Siberia, no supplies fell
into ?érman h§nds, our troops did noi become entonzled with other government's,
they did not interflere in *he internal affairs of ihe Rugssian people and in my
opinion preventsd at lsast ane fareizn powsr from saining a foothold in Siberia,
thus allowing "The Open Door Foliey™ 4o continue in Siberia for our comasroial
interests to take ndvantage o
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In accompliching his mdssion General Graves deserves the heartfelt thanks of
his countrys. Besei by nations, interssis, and individuals, tiying to influence
him to take a course contrary ie ths instructions given him, he paid no attention
to them, did not sworve from his misgsion and carried it out in its entlretys








