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Either to un re.tad o apprecilit the tru 1c b1u.n-
t , 
f Allied intervention in Red R~ss1 and Dark Siberia or 

the aubs~quent war wa,ed by them. aeainst the Bolshevik govern

ment from 1918 to 1S20, it is imper~tively necessary to know 

~nd aoprecidte the history or ,russiu ~nd the condition of its •• • 

pfople from the ~bdie~ tlon of Czar .. aoholas t ··· the treaty of 

Brest-Litovsk. 

The Russian Army was first in the f i eld, first to 

mobilize its mi ehty forces t:1.Ca.inst Ger.many an··. the Central 
· '=" .. , ... ·- ' --- . ~..,,,.. 

rowers. TL; Russiun .b.rrr.ry, despite betrayal, , raft, and in

com.~etency , performed marvels of valot·. Four times he.r 

fighting hosts invaded Germany anl _4ustr i a. Russia was the 

only Allied orce tht.t ever pl ce' an l;l.rru;;;id heel on German 

territory unt11 tne \ar was over c1.nd an unopposed Army of 

Occupt. tion c1·ossed tLe unn.efended :thine . .,ussia i n the 

first year of the war saved Frt;.nce a.nu Ln:l~nd. -The sray 

host of Germ.=.iny poured throueh and over ;,ros tra te Bel giwn.. 

the 1rresistable Germi..i.n n.ttacl1:. 'l'he French Army retreetted 

south of P6.ris . The 1i.nt,_l1sh hrmy, the remn..1.nt of t l1e first 

180, J00, was 1 ts c om~.,~nion in rout and defeat • 

.Paris was within the cr~sp of Germany, but the de

struction or the Ire.1..1.ch .i;.ray as the main objective or the 

German J,rmy . Once that Army was destroyed, .Paris fell into 

.... __ ------ -
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Ge1·m.an 's ('.reu t au rcssi vc '. .. ..:.<i :re0.c11:.. d its cul m.in-

1A70 was tote re,euted. T~e e loo~ f defea t ~nd despai r 

enshrouded London and. l)aris. 

Thvn car.1u the Russiun Sear t.) suve .. :'a:c i s ..... nd the 

worla . Strikinf, with miP,hty power, it defea .. ed the Austrian 

i n Horth i>russ1£..., stor .. 1.erJ at the e.1t~.s Qf .E:oenigsberg . The 

CJ1•enb11..cc•·Don, and Ussuri Cossact .. s rode thro :Jeh Prussian vil 

laces ~i th •.;.ri!JiJiGt sa...-ers ancl l ances red t ·J the hand grips. 

The r. a:r Lo r d of ,..erm.8.ny * t he Ihl er i al . illiaa:, 

from Vo.n Kl uck ' s r :ch t , int to : or llc rn Prus.sit.. to dri ,-e 

It w::ts th ·tar to:rd s 3u::;reme b u r1der! 

Von ~uek, :~owinL t 6 idiocy of this order, tv: ice refused 

Joffre cl~sed th~ br e~ch ut the ~arne ana out of 

~'uris ca.n.l! with three French Division:::. unJ t h .?aris o.ob to 

fall on Von i:luc.-c' s w0alrnn:d flank . Von ~\.luc~ • s .Army was 

th1·own into con.fusio _, the en tire Ger·~an offensive \Vas brought 

to a standstill an.1 the .? renoh army, rt:.11~;:inf • ... .roi:.1. 1 ts retreat, 

tou ~ new hoJe an ~rove the Gerr.:an. Ar.my buck to Flanders Field. 

.dussia hel d f ifteen hundred miles oi frontier ar.uinst 
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the co nbined a ttuc.~B of austI·i& ano. Ge:cmany. From. the frozen 

B"'"l tic anc.. ~orth sea Uu:oue;h the:1 wild Carpathians and on to 

the Black Seu har buttl e lines fLi.ced Germu.ny and .i'Ustria. On 

the Sea of Azov 1n Caucausia ana the Caspian her armies fronted 

the Power of Turke y as Huss ia faced her ancient enemy, the Turk 

a nc the Mbhammedan world. 

Sl:e wo.s to guin m&ny vie tori es in the Allied Cause; 

but at ls.st to l::n::,w overv!hclm. int_ defea t and disaster--her men 

to d i e that the deui.l mi[~ht arm the living; unnorn.ed thousands 

to be torn by German art illery as they waited for ar~s that 

never came (.,.n:..:. nmun i tion t hat never arrived. The :Z.azur i n 

Lt.i.lrns, 'i.unnenberr , Lodz, Brest•Litovsk were tr,ifedies so over-

whelminc as to have )rok:en 1:~10 heart of u wco.h:er people . 

Hinden1:)urg , a iant '.)f Viar , wi th ::-;.i ghty hammer strokes, 

su.ash i n f: and sle..yinr: a hulf ... fcd , hal:r-equi i,ped Rus sian Army. 

Russ i i:... lost s i x million raen , killed a n d • ounde d , in t he World 

-;,1::ir : more men t han En e7l and anc Frurrce raised through the con

flict. Surely Russ i a pa id in blood and tears, in death and 

horror , u supreme pri ce thu t she m.ifht protect a threatened 

Serbia , u violated Belgium. 

Russiun [;raft, treason in high pl a,:es, the inc:om.pe

tency 01" Russian uff i cialdom, coupled with d de£enerute nobility 

l!.nu a co rupt court, destroyed a Russian Army that three months 

before the outbreak of War the :.;hief of' the French General 
• 

Staff h~d pronounced "the stron,·e;.;t ~ r my in the World." 

"The mills of the gods grind slowly, but they grind The
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Socialists , :Hhilists and Comr.1u,,.ists .-,ere joined 

by other groups of political a g itators . 11ast11y a cor::.mittee 

was for3~d to wa it u, on the Cza~ anG J r asent t he de~ands of 

tra in , w ,•ri;:- ut ""v:uyr,ide st<:1.t ion within s i 61i t of :Pet r ogr ad . 

The Czar ha<i baen fully informed of the s i tuut ion i n the city. 

Tcle r ra_h and radio carried to him a perfect ~ieturc of sol~ 

diers , sa ilorn and Cossacks in revolt . 

He was a l tl'mst de~erted, save fo r his f nmily . Jtost 

• ,.e received the com.mi ttee, listening qu1 tly as the 

cond itions within the city o.nd the demands of the □ob were 

made pJ.ai n to hi::: . Docily , wearily, and \71 t .:.1out prot est~ &.s 

0 110 \, ho lays down a n insuppo::rt able burden. :1e a bdicated a s 

czar of all the Rus s5-. as to beco;'le 'hut plai n Gs.spardin Homanoff. 

:tia.rch 5th, lDl 7, naw the end c f ths R:x:m.nof'f Dynasty t hat had 

~ul etl nus sia for three hundred years. 

The Czar c-..bdicc.ted on his own eha.J. f a:nd on that of 

:.mcc er_:sol' . The? Grand Duke i rwned io. t e ly o.bdico.ted his yo . ax i n 

favo r of t.hf: J?rovisic1nul r over-nm.ent o.nd ons o f the oldest 

rc :t;ninE: .fao.ilies i n :2uro.i.Y3 ;--;u s overthrown pxac tic ally l i t h~· 

out bloodshed. 

Not u s\':ord t,&s drarn1 in their bc:half-•:no t a breast 

was bared to nave . The
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Wh.ere hio : . .1.:.po:r.•ial Guard? 

the hosts of □?Cophc.nts anu parasi tern .o ha.cl futtenad on 

Charles the l"i rst had his Cavaliers r.ho lau~heu in 

of c:r-iJmwell,. <,;.1arles Stewart went to death in the gruy m,n 

tl:s En~l1s11 aobili ty had died fir::h tin t;, in hif, defe11se • 

TLe Sw'.'...ns G ·ard :.;1nd lluntlreds of '.t°':."'ench. ~fobles died 

coul,: come t tumclinc Loi1 is XVI ~ 

~ct so tto ~ussian nobility. ?rus to history und 

i1is f a te and their orjor to dest:rt1cti,.m , whilo tJ.1cy went 

,.·ore thWl a dozen Divisions c.nc. Army Corps were 

:.:md ar6ued, but failed to :reach. an iron decision.. Failing 
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it removed fro~n cor1ri1ana. n::4 C-eno:rn l ssi:n of thei Art1 .... es th 

t 1rouc:r1. .: .:. e r ant di~ n e rra tL g ;iussian J\ray,. Oenerul 1- • ks-

a~pauled t~ ncit1er off cers nor ~en. 

inc plati t 1des nnd absurdi t ·as., R r f&~~us rnnifesto or 

<lisr iplina 0 or ml tary effectiveness ~ 

. l}.,h1s ~-~an.j.fosto ot lis ad : 

1. 1:he penalty of' r.1onth fo 1:- d:f.so 1edienee of 

sssantiul e ilitary discirline. 

2. Soldierly OOUl'tosy anc1 the s1;1lute- Of~i"" 

cers ws a to be called tavnr1shi (couirades ) a d all 
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,ere e.boli sh€d . 

This mnn.ifesto p:r:;vided. fo 2.· n C·J.:-!:i:1i ttee of soldiers 

tc admi nister discipline and t0 discuss 3nd pass on the con• 

duct 0£ ~11 rnilitar,· urfairs . 

gm:e f.t3.rk mad . " T .:e hone1 team could ~1.ppeal at will i'l'OR. 

Ge:r;:nan in·my, tne nm:t do.y refusins to support er coo~·-r rate 

:-;rikaz , two milltor: bCl t.iens deserted the Russian armies . 

Htill there w,=-is f'1 ( hting r,orrcr loft 111 the nu~sian 

und direct :lcr1 l ay with the Are • The rro-v-1s 1onal Government , 

tho remnants of the 2,e!il.Stvos ~ tllo Dt~ri.u rmd the l ro-c-isional 

l ot:,e want on a speaking orator2.cnl debauch . l:ea tings were The
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the f ervid. oi~atory as the speakers "sav·ed the cout1try," "the 

Bevolu.tion , " "the people, t he masses anu Holy Russia . " 

Th0 Ta.ur1de Pal a ce, the Town Rall, every ba r1~ack, 

theatre and cinema was turn€d i to an open f:>rum fo r endless 

de a t y . Those who had .ee~ forced to bo silent f or centuri es 

oreemp ted t"he corners, the crossroads and every avo.ilable 

balcony as t hey strovo 1tth ::iir::t and ma in to .make up vocally 

f(ff lo s t t ime . Pet:rograa. t1as drunk with oratory an·1 deliri

ous with free speech . 

The strucgle be tween the Soviet anc~ the Provisiona l 

Government ent-on . The Soviet of sc.:.ilors , soldie rs ci.nd 

z:or-er s ws.s openly di sput ine; for power with the Government . 

The Baltic f l eet murdered its officers . 

Kornilov , Generali.ssimo of the Army ; revolted, de

nouncing kerenski , then Premie r , for "infamous treason," 

Ksrenski procla imed hOTnilov "a r ~bel and a traitor." 

. Krymov , one of Ko:rnilov• s Ge eral s , with an Army 
' 

Cor9s , marched t~om Dno on Patrograd . The Provisional Gov

ernment was all but helpless. 

Krymov w~e Sl a v to h i o f i nf;er-ti?s ; he delayed , he 

procrastinated and he ought much advto,e . rt"hen victory was 

within h i s grasp he aereetl 'to visit Ker nsk :1. in th0 capitol 

ani negotiate a settlemen t of aff~ i rs . A heated ~nd stormy 

i n terview ensued. Krym.ov l eft Kerensk1 and ~oinJ to the 

residence of a fr1end 00~-.:nitted suicide , 

Ko:rnilo was convicte d of r e ell ion 1..:nd imprisoned. 

Kerenski , the l a·wyer and lou.d- spea!d.ng ?rero.1er. The
 Fils

on
Hist

ori
cal

 Soc
iet

y



·oeeame Oeneralis.si:no of t .10 Army. Off leer:, of all ranks 

resigned or deserted their. co :;1.m.ands. The Hwi Guards 

pl in~. ,:. O"'lf.ll''.'ln e·!'l. t they were <:ie term:tned to ver thraw . 

t ~11=: !Y :;en c.incl ~~to:rra.Gd -__ t the .?1·ovi sionul Government . Ke renski , 

without the s11o rtast show of opposition, betrayed 1u bis 

turn hy all around him, "fled, disguised as a soilox-. d.a

sertinr- 1is collear,ues t the A::>my an'.l Russia . tt 

Bolsb.evi - CO:'Q.es from the Russian ord .,..oolsh1ns tvo," 

or the majority . The word cam.a into cor:t>n')!l use in Russ:a in 

1903, when Nicolai Leuine sn11 t t 1e Social Democratic :ns.rty 

!n t w and '3.ssum.ed l r:,adership o f the majorl ty. 

Tha. t the Bolsheviki :represented tho maj(3ri ty or 

is rrow well known . It is a. f'act , lwweive1•. tha~ ct that ttr a 

{l ~1J3 ), th ,:1y represented ~mt a sma ll fraction or the creat 

aass of' the Russii::m po,ulation. 

sent the only stronr: , determined _roup in th i s chaotic situ

a tion, who hat:l o de f inite pl an of ac tL1n. . ,(mpled nith 

thi s, they had cmr r'i.':S nnd leadership tlla t r eo.:red no t, 

had w~i ted end pruyed f or years to ~ a s ituation of th i s 

oharacter to a::: i se in :Russi~.. It wa s the f'ulf11l!tlEmt of' 

their d:r-eams. ann the i:mswer t o their pray1,3rs . They were 

fully prepared to take over tho reins of a rovernment t~y 

had so sld.llfully undermined . 
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i.iGrc · less zurseons i.n t!rn i . .:- t h·aor:ies or rover11nlant , 

a.sso.embe:rm.ent oi' :limo or j;:,int d istur bG d thorn . !f· a cancer 

poli ti~ u~ speea.ily a s possi. le . 'llle knif e v-as 11.:::ndy :.u1d 

cheu~ ; cm~sthct ic s wcr3 sc.i:rca and co~ tly . T:1-::, operat ion was 

a ll t.hat mattered. . 

The Ci tJ of -_· c trograd r ece ived or .:crs i nstead o 

oratory ; ~·r3ctions i nstead ~f oo~versation. Cbed1ance wus 

dema;ideci , ox.:i.c t ed and forc ed Ui,> On the pu lie .. Argur, ent 

d " "' Ci ·-,j_" •· <, · -1,.1 ·i ., •• -l':<- n ~· o'he,-1 1• ,c,nc"" .!., .:> t' .r,.. ~ ... - J. .... '-4 _ 1 .... ,...t..a ........ ,- u"""' l,,J,J. 'Ci or ~a r of the day • 

;:.asters , 

1f h 13 no·)il l.ty G.nd hi :; 1 Ar2~· office r s riho h~u pu-;;ron

i zed ~f!e wca~~ ,::.-,_ntl i·aciilatint Ke:renski covsrnm:::u t, or openly 

rJ.and.ed thei r i ns ts.nt obedi ence :,1 0.11'.L~·tl r<::s is cin.ce . 

and :t'leeing ·~o tho Don Bive:r· rais ed tht'..; f t:.!,:.ou:s Dou Cossacks 

1.n 1·evvl t . T,1ouscilld~ of ! mpeT1a.1 officers flocked to his 
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:'ile BolstlevE:: Goverilltlen t , fullr p:rc;>ci.i·ed , 3.ceepted 

tl10 cho.ll e-ncc . 

aristocr;.lts Jol ting o-ver tho coh'bled streoto of ?o.ris t wend

inc -:: .. eir ·:;s.y t8 th-:..1 ··uillotia-3 . Under 1 ts red a n t:. sharpened 

~asket beneath tha guillotine Wds filled to overflown£ , and 

ists and Hussian high of1'1oia.ldom. · ayonet, saber und ti1e The
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taar:i.n~; her unni es t o pi12,ce ~ on !'irtaen hw.1d.rcd mt lEifi o .f bat• 
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en the Gero.an 

t.t"l te!'ri'ble treaty c-f l"' re :: t - Litov-sk ; u treat~- r-.,o hf1.rsh , so 
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r,7.,,_r, :?vn.c••;. ti·;n ~r 'Jll .,,.Psi .n!". t 0T"1 'i t -ry ,.,·1d 
.sucl:1 c. se~~t l ot;:0nt ff L-:tl (i~j_os •ti ·)lls r.t±~fec t·.:.r~(\ .\~Ssi~ 
:, s w. 11. r:c H.iro t:·H, b{';:; t ~1nd t::: es·c C'f.i 'J9ratton of 
oti!e!: n..:ttioi~s vi' t llt! 'iiC.l'ld ill uc,tainiut .i l •l' te:r un 
nnh:1:n.y:1 rod Gr.ct u.r..0 .. 11.~t:-. l''l"l\ DFI :::d o ,~ portu1.1.1 t:r f ~,r t\ 
intie r1enient detO:t'·r i1n1.nlo.1 of h~r ovm polit lc,..:1l de-
Vl'JJ.0 ;_'11'1.i nt an'• 11.:..•.timie. "'H'.'>),if'•', e11t1 u~nurf'.)n h~ ot 
u sincere Vieloo:-:m ~~nt,J the .... ocie•t~., of fl ~e Uc. t ions 
m1e.er :fnstj tu.ttor.f:l 01· 1':·r ffl"Vn rto,:H.; :tn::-; j an.ii J!lo • 
ttHn. e. V:Hl co.r::e t !;WB:i.Si..~.r.cu or ~~::.1. e.:1r .. d-r; t:;.-:t ·i,; she 
r:r:.y r..£~;:i, a n,l m.fly Jlf-l'Stfl.:' dos! r·. ,. The . ·ea.tment 
accorded :tUSSiu 'by he;: si ~tf:.1.' nutiotJ.S ir..;. t .e !.lOUi.hs 
tn c -m!'.· v 1! be th.~ acid test of th.eh-- rood will , 
ol tt:c:i:r c~vE1y1,.~he~1s:i. ~.t-1 t)7 ;1.~1~ J.J.f.I;etif; ~~ l.:11~,t l nf~uic!:;.ed 
i'rt,~1 td~ i r own intercsta . « 

::iturving .. 
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-:-::. :2-:: t~12y w~v.ld. DCV0r 81 .,: .. .::-·. 8UC1'!. a t:.~-.::.:,t:r 
" 

'' I~lt1lou:h t~13 .,:::ov e:c'1"°L1Gent of t.t~· P .n.1tac1 Str.:. •;:-e,s 
it: un~GPtJ11u" riot TI'JW i n a :) ':'sttio.n ':I) r~nde!· th~ 
d5.:t'd{~t Ci1d t_.:!ffc~-t~~~: .. e t:~id 1 ·c \:-·-~:: .. (:_ ;:Ji$ll to l"·:!1lcll;J.7 , 

I ber to as$:1 '..1T ~ PlP ~Je'J7,"l8 o~ ·;~!S~ ?.fa, t~r,""0u..-· 11 H1e 
co~~1~~,·:~ , t! i-: t ti~ ~tiJ .. 1. r1-v-c iJ. 1.tr,31 :· ··· f e~•J::-:,·· c~.~-~) ·~- ~ .. ,.. 
tuni t~: to se~m·e fo:' RussiG om•e-· mori:; c0mplet9 ,1-·"r
,?::1 ::: i ;- -~~:r c~:!.1 int'0p~~nC'3~i}{:: 111 .ce= o-r-i aff:~~i.l"'~ a.r .. d 
i'ull I'':! Ztcr&tion in ½.er .'""resat :role in t 10 li.f9 er 
? t:t.T':.:+p0 ::·11d t h.e ~.or.le~~r1 ;01""lQ . :';t.o -r;it~lc- t_~!;LJ.j_'·t: - c,:e 
tnr:. •J'!?o ,::113 of t!1e un i tea. Stutes is ";:: th t_.e :., ,_0,1~ 
o f ;Ju.ss tr~ in t •·,.:: c ~ ,:er::;: t t:~ !'rci:: •i-11c:.cel 70 r; from. 
autoc:ra tic fove:r-nrr~ent ant. becorne m~ste!'s of th9 .?.t' 

<1enuncia tions by i m.rr.ed1a tsly 111v0.<linc the D'krain9 and oc c r,,y

ing Kiev . At the sume tiwe, hex other forces advanced into 
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Husiiia's coal and iron fields, belonged tn Ger"nany . 

co:.ilr} the Bear ttr~a t n her r.'aR tern front. Geme.n;r trans-

divisions and t~rew t hem in t~c ~~ re~ Drive - ~ -3 nst Fr~nce 

:ti.Hi It::il.V' in whut tne:r c c:..l l ed the "S torm for Peace.tt 

lsts. 

l) i tter eup of' civ il war·fare : a W6.t>fare o s nngTtne r...n .. - t'.:'!r-

Germany no long~r· ha d to face Ru s '! ~ ')11 fi!'tee-ri 

hund1'EH.l 1:i.iles of 'battle fron t --'!ir1e l ussian ·get.t r was be i nf 

clri•, i ng, sleet i ng power Germ.any s truck Franc1;; e Encland Sl"ld 

Ita l y , A.rain the a.r i:.y ~ost s of Germa.r1y were within si@'.h t of 

Ita lisn f~o~t rus ~11 but crushed. 

f a ts.1 i unc t:ure . 
~ . saved t he 

.Allied Wo:r-l d .. 
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