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INPANTRY, N i

M”Mmcn.
on October 351, 1918, the following tclegrsm wans received at

wyladivostek, sideris, October 29, 1918,
Golonel Norrew: Z7th Isfemtry, Hsbarovek.

Number seventy. Persgruph Cne. Under an agreement here the imericsn
wmmn mMu’Mﬂlumlﬂm

mﬁlﬂﬁndanlplmt!ﬂ-w
ounce our or eigh & corn menl, Two polut four cunces
bmormpou‘uxmnu. “ixteen ounces fresh pogatoes
anion
1
coffee

5
B

s cabbege, turnips or other fresh vegntables procursble
oun;. Point sixty four ounces prenes, spples or pesches, m
point eight oundes, sugar one point six oumces, vinegar poiat

t elght gill, salt point sixzty four ounces, pepper |

t four ounces, syrup point maught elght pills. P

may be subetituted for becen. Presh reat 1f the 000t doos
t excead the cost of beef muy be substituted for fresh beof.
o lard included ss sufficlent rut should be paved from mests
oooking and beking. in sccurste itemized record will be kept
of cost ¢f a1l erticles issued and used for baunefit of prisoners
eopy Belng furnished these headquirters first of ouck momth.

a.



£, Pursuunt tu the sbove hm,au‘znﬁ rorros BY onee begen
Wum with the Bussisn anthovities looking towards the trunsfer of
the Austro-Hungarian prisoners of way, then v eoufinement &t Kromnsys
Rechka, The ftate Department of the rrovince was direatly in charge of '
these prisomers but &5 Atazen Valmykeff was the real power, beth were A%
oonsulted mnd issucd orders that the priseners be transferred te the \
Amerioan Commend.

8. ¥rasnsys Nechke lﬁ: about sixteen vertts southeust of Hsburovak.
ere wao & poor wagon roud roud for summer use and in the winter the road luy
] soross the ssmur smd the Vesuri mivers. It wes also connected
ﬂ?ﬁhﬂhﬁnﬂ the Ussurd rsllreed which connected Naberovei and
divostok. 7The diutence from Hebarovsk Lo Krasnaye Rechza by railrcad was
& verste. oaump itsolf lay sbout ome snd & half versts froum the rail-
rosd station, 7Trains ron on this reilrped but twice & week snd as the rosd
before the river froge vos slmost lmpegsuble the rellrond furnished prectieslly . -
the only means of trensportation,

.
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4. On November third the first preliminsry survey of the prison
osnp was mnde by COlonel WOrrow sme Cuptain Burdetie, M. C. Xrasnays fechks
as & brlck congisting of well construated one and twe etory
wih m frame werehouses snd stebles. The gerrieca had formerly
ocoupled by & regiment of reilroua trocps bolcuging to the Ruésisn
« Neur ghe reilroad wis « large onclosurs contuining thirty three lurge
puses which eontuined sn emormous smount of lools, supplies, property
elonging to this force. The builaings were in every way suitsble for a
sump, acmmodioue, well coustruoted and occpable of guarterthy all the
sers of war then in confinement there as well as providing ssple gquarters
he guard and bullding for edmintstirative purposes. PFut true to Tussian
¢ and Orgenizetion they were In s bud state of repsir, & horrible munm
ccndition and appereatly every method had been used 1o make the %ﬁ
of the ewnp as dififoult as pessible. The griunds were in & mghtm a&
refuse, gorbage and building matorisls of ail kinde cluttered the pluces.
eanp was divided I.Ito wo compounds, ench onolosed by a barbed wire fence snd
& board feuce twel t nigh. The two compounds were soparéte snd distinot
although the pri contivwnlly pessed frem ons te the other, the spsge between
the two 0&' without fence of any kiné, “he hesagusrters bullalng,
mhw-u, bauh nouse snd hespdtal were all outside of the compounds.
t Gpen ﬂim‘l rén throweh the osmp. There wee ko waler Or sewersge system.
 water ml; wee progured from ¢ well sbout four lundred yards outside the
sompownd. 0Oooking wes done in four kitchenms and all sesle were cerrisd sad
' '- !.‘ﬁ the barrsoke by the prigopere. ¥o sttenpt had over been mide to
astsll mess Balls. There was a wonderful buyllding precticslly equipped for
atk hiuse, save for basing, whigh hud never been utilizad on soecount of the
or fecilities fer prosuring veter. 4 gplendld two story briok bullding
ed for hogpitsl purposes had mover been utilized or had wny sttempt
ever been msde by the Mussian suthoritios to estsblieh oven the semblance of
s hosplial. Ko shops bud becn established snd sush work as was performed by
the priscners was done in the barreacks. There was no lsundry or plase for
$he prisoners to wash their ‘elothing. No cruseoment hall bad ever
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beosn thought ¢f or considered, One or two csumdlee spuilered in & birreck ﬂ
snd the ploog sna horror of the pleoe Lefied sveserigtive. 40 tnle tius I
Erasnays Dechlis goutsingd spproxfmately 2,000 prisoners of war. about -
1,880 of viom were officors, Out of thess 2000 mem 480 were 111 with
fovers of various kinds and witbout hospital feciiltles. The sidk ware
peatiarod throughout the berrieks te srreed sontocton arons Uielr somredes.
The emtire prisen perstnnel wae helf starved. This sondltion had been
reschod slowly, it wes eplow starvation for lagk of suffiplent food snd
food of nourishing guallity. The fussian Qovermment eilowsd lo the offigers _
&8 allowance of B0 te 75 roubles @ month, socording to rank, to eover a:ﬁ (}‘
expenses of food, clothiog ete. "The priesom officials charged theso
prisoners 80 roubles a month for their food slone. The sdditicaal 10 roubies
& month was pald the Fussisn officiale by the Danish =nd “wedlsh Red Cross.
though the e rigors of wiater sould be plainly felt, the priscners in

thelr veskesed and starved condition were pitifully cluthed nad mot ome in
twenty bed & sult of wintar undervesr. Very fow lLed overcoats, but fow had
winter sccks and many hed ne sooks =t all. The fool gear was of all kinds
and 80 partohnd aud wornm ae tc be practically unservigeable in the fast

Siberian winter. ©The cuter clothing of the prisoners was the
sare _tht they hed been ceptured iu weé which wae In wust cases four years
previous., This clething wae s¢ faced, patehiod and worn ae to pregent to \he
eye, when these men wore peraded, the exaot resemblince 10 u getuering of
BOLresIov s,
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B« The fuesisus bad nc individuel records pf these prisvners ney
did they know how many prisoners they beld in confinement. Pour Colonels
were staticned st Yragniya Rechbks cach clsiming to be in command snd to i
Justly snd legelly represeat the only depurtment having suthority over the |
prisoners. "
6*- The enlisted prisoners of war wore fed Ly & contragior and the
entire gerrison, thut ie officers snd guards, lived from the food furniohed
from this moss. Tho comtractor had not even installed o bakery.

_ 7. 7The garriocon bossted in the way of transportation two herses and
trvo carts. Oue of these corts belonged to the oontreetor snd the other one
bolonged to the priconers of war themselves.

8. put little provision had been mude in the way of supplying the
post againet the coming winter. :o for provisions, rations etc., they
simply did not exiet. A 1§Rle wood had been sgcunulated snd this prastisally
oomploted the mosesed secets of the garrisom. The disorder and comfusion
of the gurrison wae se grest, ite disnrgenization o cenplete that it wap
slble to tuke over anythlag in the prisom from them save the property.
rolls &s they kad of prisener:z were sc ingomplete and s0 imaccurate as I
20 be worthless. Through the senlor war prisomer it was srranged te have & Jl
Gaptain dédignsted for otoh barruck floor whe would prepare & roll showing
names sne rauk of every men sleepiug om kis floor, Thils wae cxiended tO ine
slude every bullding in both compounds. At & given sigusl on Voverber
sevonth &li meu werc verified from these rolls sud hold under gunrd in every
 building until the compound snd s1l erderiles and men liviug outside the .
compound were werifligu and listed.
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. and Hospital Corps men was orgenised from the prisoners. In addition to thes:

L
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9 mhnuunmmnmmnﬁummmuumuu
reorganisation and regenerstion of the camp lald before them as follows,

(1st) That all officers of the rank of captain and above would
receive $38.00 per momth and all officers below the grade of eaptain
$26.00 per month, Cost of clothing and food would be deducted.

(20d) The establishing of good messes and the construction of mess
halls with good and sufficient foode

!.&hmndunhrmmupmﬁwm
inside m‘ﬂ’u. socking and bathing purposes.

(4th) The on of an electric light plant for the garrison.

The organiszation and operation of a modern efficient znd :

_ equipped hospitals

6th) The equiy and operstion of & bath house and laundry.

NIL!!- establishment of tailor shops, shoe shops, carpsmter,
blacksmith, tin and paint shopse

&m The construction of & theatre and alub.

9th) The orgamization of the cemp into 15 companies - with ome
captain, ome lst and one Znd lieutenmut to esch eompeny.

{10th) The orgenisation of a Staff Corps and Record Department from
GL‘. efficer prisensrs. fThis Staff Corpe to fumotion under the Ameriean

(11th) The immediate rendering of morming reports, sick reports and
the of . duty rosters.
) The proper clothing snd equipping of the prisoners as
(18th) The removation of the darrscks including the installing of
wesh rooms and sanitation of latrines.
{14th) The building of & spur of railroad ome mile long to commeot
the railroad with the onmpe

The prisoners deeply affected promised their full sssistance and sll the work
that lay in their power. However, asking that they be Judged lightly in the
matter of their work until they could recover from thelr famished conditienm,
Their joy at being taken over by the imericans was pitiful.

10« On November 4th, Compsny B, 27th Infantry, was ordered to take
station at Kragnsys Hechks ee guerd compeny. Caeptain 2. Larking, commanding,
vith the following officers; 1st Lieut. Owen X. Colledge, 15t lLieut. Be De
Doryland, Znd Lieut. Edward Wicely, und £nd Lieut. Donald Stanbro. Znd Iieut.
John James was detalled as Adjutant., Capt. BemnJ., Burdette, M, 0, with two
enlisted men comprised the medicsl persomel. 2nd Lieut. Harry W. Killpeck
was detalled as Supply officer.

1l. Iiet. Jumes at once proceeded to organisze the administrative
ments 0f the prisen. The senior war prisomer, Lsjor Perdinand V. Reder, with
his sdjutent was given an office mext to the AdJutunt's smd permitted to deteil
the negessary olerks, in individual record of essh prisoner of war was st onse
started. Instruetions on the preparation of morning reports, siek reports, and
éuty rosters were taken up snd within a few days & consolidated mormi: ‘report !
Wwas being rendered. 4 technical sompany was organised to perform sll skilled .
lsbor of the prisem. 4 medical detachment comsisting of former Nediosml Officers

men the Hospital was made a complete unit by detailing to 1ts persommel gar- |
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mpmumnummmu full
tarted. 7This theatre and clud whem

were s
reading rooms, = theatre with boxes and baloeny
d rooms and scemery. This bullding slso contuined
rooms for rehearsal, and orchestra

) and furnishing of this building was an artistic suscess
_ If placed in & large oity it would have attrssted wmusunl
| attention and the most favorable prese comments., The entire building was
' somplotely eleotric lighted. The skill snd artisticffaste of the prisoners acsem-
#- this work oan hardly be realized. The materluls used were seraps and

of every character and

£

plano rooms, as well as & complete kitchen

the abili unuliumudmt&tﬁ

fohools were opened and & duilding set aside for this purpose. fome of

18,
the prefescors
’ universities of =urope.

nuammmmmmnumnmm
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laundry for the guerd company. Work rocme were octsblished for every kimg of an
2 &rtist or eraftsmm and & display room for his campleted work organized.

pnultmu"-prtmuﬁn.mtuml

mimrm-uglhirmmohmm the
most successfully slong srmy lines. The enlisted men not receiving any
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MmMpmmln splendid appearance. Tosde and
greet improverments mude in this respeat. (Grounds were cleaned

mﬁmmam.mm:mummmcm.

2, Ismediate requisition was made for all necescary sup:lies and after oue
personnel was warmly clothed in every way.

mm-mwm.mmmuumm..mum'm

located. Tho work was acoomplished with the temperature far Bbelow mero.
Bg of the necesrary materials required an enormous amount of laber and

Late in Jemuary 1919 the
Ateman ¥almykoffr

of
until the end of imrch, tum

long
Ekhh-hhomrhpt:wuummdoummuthohlnumth

cump had to ascommodate 442 Cossacks from the
together with 506 hopses. This force remained in
tmdmkqtmhfmm Aupgtro-

Hungarien prisouers. Por a full Feport on this incldent see yalmykofs report from

. these hesdquarters dated pecember
*

13, 1919,
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a «ﬂ Tarly iy Sovenbgr & gorplele teleohone syster wue lpetnlled W
gson and with Pabarcvsk, /2 telegraph line conneating with Haburevsi pad g N
tox was also installed. o - J
-, o 1

: aﬁ. £11 musiciens and agtors beoth ;ustrisns and fungsrisne were place %
: Duty list. %wo splendid eymphony Orchestras ware organized one Austr

,ﬂm. one Wungarian of 46, ™o rule choirs wors similiarly orge ;-_'3-
50 veieos, recpectively. Instrumente in most geses were m. it
u%n-u énd scemery painters us well us stupe carpen E

2 ' te tln theatre. The concerts, operss, operelies and comedies sty
this thestre equslled the best renditivns heerd in the Unlted States.
saw the thektre in full operaticn. One night & week was reserved m ﬁt 2
i oompuny which wae uarched te smd from the thetire. ‘ I

. :?. The supply of the pust presented many complications. The mt
m of wood réguired to keep H00 jussizn stoves burning through & MMII 3
, muet be seen to be spprecimted or understood. all frest vegetsbles were '
progured locelly, The materiz] and the thoussnds of varieus kinds of articles | |
required to bring this huge prison into what the Cummsndsnt considered an :
efficlent estublisbment cun herdly be understeod. %The further fsgts that 1t was
slready wianter when we camo to the place, the poor commuications and the
mm- of buying mutericls and the simplest articles in u oity so destitute

csn net be understood save by one whe has faced such a problem ia
ﬂ; interior of Siberie. added to this was the lungusge aifficulty snd the
,mnty of Kalmykefs gud the utter slupidily of the Husslsn offioclsls whoee l
: treining snd ouly efficiency lay in hempering &né preventing mqlh_t R\
where by aayuse, Jhat everything was secured, thet at no time was there & S
hortage of food, materisl or wood axd thet sll the vericus articles required J‘
in comstruetion of so many varlec enterprises were eecured , spesks Lor the . na

m efficiency of the Yupply Ufficer.

iﬁ In Februury plana ﬂ‘u-a prepared for besutifylng the entire camp. "
w-u flower gardens were laid cut, ltennis grounde, & foot ball fisld and & i
genore] M!ﬂuﬁ Flants were grown In hot houses snd so soan ag the westher
prmitted ground wes broken snd the work of clesring begun, !eny old, unsightly f
&nd p O & Were torn down and destroycd end in their pluces bloomed gardense
ﬁmmwnmsmmummmuluﬂuﬂQMpﬁm |
a.- the prison eemetory. 4 wenderful plaster relief mop mede to scale showing _
~every bullding, road, walk snd gearden snd servellously cclered was prapared by :'
ome ©f Lhe suStrisn war prisoners; thls mep is nov in the hational liusoux at
TokFo. a8 1t was purchsced by Wie Japanese jovernmont, 'i"

* wvery original plen mede by the imerican Command at _Hechkn was '
earried vut to such an extent thst the planners and the munw L
 before their cwn werke e found Krasmaye Rechks an inferno of horrors, and |
‘)Mﬁ of starvation and desth, & Slberisn yrison garp the horrors of which are !

Boyond imegination. e meds of 1t & flower purden filled with mmsic in plsde j‘
) 4 # starvation and desth, sthletics swnu yerfeet sunitation were found instesd of
dirt snd squalor, instead of mi ssanagoment wers found cletnliness, crder and Ny
efficlency; found stsrving and without hepe these prisoners awaited the fast !
MMwﬂuusmmhmwn.muf-aﬁapoatnua - %
. #fe rewra to thelr om land. 7he sincere grutitude of these prisoners of war b0 <

iy -':Frl‘!
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the imerican nstion and the ruerloen .ray canaot be wmm ssve by those
whe saw ite hundreds of msnifeststions. this feeling of mratitude to &

and Americs extended throughout overy rrison camp in uiberis end u___ s i
m!n prigoners of war manifested end exhibited towsrds the Ame:
: their doep feeling of grutitude. This foellne manifested itself wh
Infantry wes stationed st Verkimo-Udingk, two thousand riles {rom W
-hu @ thousand mtre-mngaiu prisoners of war under the ghurge of
m Semenoft volunteersd to fight for and with the regimont aga
Bnd tit.hmt asking for pay or clothing only thai they be & ;

w for the country whieh hud dose 8¢ much for them and their fellow prise

30. Prom the boploning until the pﬂlu was turned over to the Japnr
the ruatro-fungarisn prisoners assisted Lo the full axtent of (¥
Amerioun mensgement and cpevetion of the prisom. By far the h.mm- Brt 0
Prisozers were officers tnd yet they performed their full part of thr lsbor
Q'b out their pay te the prisoners whe dia not regeive pay., Lost of the pri

mm &% Erasonya lechks hud beea in prisen for feur yosrs sud throw

dire necereity of preverving their lives had learaed to be skilled works

and mﬂ tho prisoners' sherpened sbility to muke and creste =
of meterisls & more fortunate workmen would seorn.

&l. Thet this huge plice centeining ut times -,500 men was constructod snd
sgminintered, its officer wor prieoners pejd, fed and clothed and provided with
every nagessity, the recorde of priscners prepered tnd an itemized socount of
8ll expeniltures, by teo  merloan offisere without detuiled assistants from the
army, mest of itgelf speak for the splendlid ability of these two offigers. With-
o6t a slngle imericsn sssistant lst Lieut. John Jumes sz adjutent organiped and
- maiatuined & system of administration ¥hich was & model of efficiency, eared m
: & thousand complox detoils of this prisom snd ite recorde, reports and retum
only sn officer posvessed of his wonderful powers of oresnizatiom, rere ad ‘::-. e
trative abjlities end one of untiring snd vnoessing aprliceticu mmé devotionm
‘duty oould have uuqnlhq such & herculesn task, Por this mervellous sose
plishment and for imany other scoomplishments in fiberls the Cermandant extonds
m sincerest thanks for an ass!istunoe unequalled and for & loyalty unear-

d. Hi® serviens fully entitle him to the distinguithed rervies Nedal for i
which h hus been recommendcd. .

a-.. T0 et iieut, nerry w. ¥illpsck, Z7th Infantry, Supply Officer, the |
Commsndextt dsgires t0 express his despest thanks. 4 young and imexporienced
r he | 8 problem ut Frosneys Heehksa that mipht well have deunted & ‘
an apter. Vithout sselstents from the army, an¢ by his own intiative
‘and ‘docleion he orpanised snd perfeclsd among the prisoners of war & sup- ,
_gongtrugtion depariment the oyuul of which could enly be found in one :
2|
|

8'0ld waell established nrmy poste munned by ccores of veteran qu_

Wﬂlﬂ officers of the supply ond scoounting Lrench of the army. He

ﬂlg fod und clothed the priveners, rurchesed the fo0d and fuel and &t the ﬁp '

' suporintended 1l construction, repairs, shop vork snd tramgpertation of %

prison. For this splendid socomplishment it is recomsended that hs be swarded .‘
' jeéhad Zervice Fodal.

2. To Capt. Beanj. L. Furdette, vediesl Detschrment, Vil Infentry, Frison
furgeon, the CGmmandsnt owes & mxurs @nd life caving scoomplishment aever
by the Americsn irmy. He found 4,000 half starved priscmers of war
Reohka, weakened by youre of horribls pricon confinemernt 460 of whom









