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Already it was freszing snd 1ls the Laited 2tates would nave Lagn
gonsidered bitierly celd, 'The Wield lHeespital with 90 patisnis s
still in tents at Verkine~Udinaex, as wers iha uriaan!rs ane % Soupany
of lnfantry. They could not b2 movad hare unt il hesnitaleg wusre pra-
pared and a guard-house uensiructed, ©On tap of tbiﬁ axinted the well
knewn lack of materisle in tnis zoeuntry and tna weeful shariags of
teols allawed an Infantry regiment, Hurthermers, we wirg zaven versia
from the city whers ouy gunniies and materisls had te B ebinined.

4., Uy misaslen was te prepare Lheas darrases, pul ithem in o
uomfa“*;ol@ and ssnitary cenditieon nnd rendsr them nabitnsle belfere
winter, whioh had slready szet in, y avtherity fer thig follows:

ARK, Viadivesbtokx, Aauguat 3l.

"inve nuthorizad Uelonal lerrew te iake
posmessien of barracks ol Baresovka, o magke nacessayy repalrs therate,
anﬁ te mike such expenditures ag Ay De Asssanyy for tiie purpose”,

Ji;«nad* Graves,

To wocemplisi wy missieon I had te wuild and build quiskly, and puilad
well and strong, and ware sgainet weatoner whick reachss BO te 60
degrzes nelaw zaTo, it was xgsolataly necaasary Lo sapley avary man
1 sould from my oommand and 2vary sivilian 1 geuld secure, eise .
could net hepe te accemplish the gigantic and nearxly hepaless lask

ngsigned me,

.

&, Buildings numbers {2a), and {4), were prepared for
stabling 3B5 animals, Dexad du»&lﬂ 3i o puilit, graln reoma prepared,
gaddle reoms and suall reLmE for narsannagl csnatrusted, as well as
repairing and sireagglihening L L;;rv. Alltaree ¢f tness puilldings
gere banked with eartn sicht fact nish te «mke them wapm, ALl of this
labor was performed by ciflll-n ia @ar The mmeunt sf il ill ba unders
atasd when it is Xnewn thalb thnese bhuildinge ars 200 by 40 Tast sach,
Building (3a): Half of this building was made inte 3 barrackx te
secoemednte &5 men, reef put on and twe Teat of puddied mud pinced an
tep and an isterier wall »uilt and six inchss eof sarth putl oetween
the new and the old wall, sdagnt Huoesian heating stovee and ane seoking
ste¥e built and a rvear dug in the ground 18 Feet deep by 10 feze! square
' 4 ; d inte a blaskeniths' and wheele-
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The other half of He, 3a wae turp

wrights' shep, This alse was Ie G, and 2 ney exdd putl in, alse
windews thomueut the bullding we $ thru the walls and sash and
windews nut in =g well as storm doeorad tarusul, 4.8 oullding was aise
vanked with earth 8 feel aigh te znsurs warath, fran It die taken inte
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consideration tunt this fﬁilgzﬁg cs weil as Yo. 1, 28 and 5, wers more
waatherbeard shells the task :22enniisned will ve dotler understoed.

A1l of tuis work was ascenpllished in ground frezen from ene Lo twe

feat, Mo, [8}: Doors, flesrs and wallis radairaed, uilllized fer lorage
and grain. e, (6): Dlow a gymnasium and drill hall is 300 fagt oy

42 feet and includes an indeer itarget range. “The reel was rapoved frem
110 feat of tiis ovvilding and the walls ralszed eignt et and the reof

replaced, ALl iatarier sowvls ramevsd nnd extra oTaslag put ia, This
mads a full lengisa basket dall gourt, The entire bullding wus floored.
The entira puilding was doudle salled aad deubnlecelilsd, snril and straw
being used velusan Loe walls and on Lthe geiling. licsevs vere sut in
and doara elnaed and sterm deoTs ceustructed, rooms fer equipnani and
dressing reoms congtrusied,
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1st Ind,

Hq., A. B, F., Siberia, Vliadivestok, February 9, 1920,~ To C,0.,
27tn Infantry.

When perscnally considering the repairs to buildings at
Beresovka necessary for winter guarters, for 27th Infantry, the
Commanding General authorized an expendiiture for $25,000, which
was all Colonel HMorrow requested, The expenditures exceeds that
amount and was made without authority, It is doubtful if all ex~
penditures incurred by Colonel Jlorrow would have veen authorized
in a post in the United States, owned by War Department. It should
have been evident, and the Commanding General is of the impression
that he so notified the Commanding 0fficer 27th Infantry, that
expenditures should not be made in excess of what was necessary
for health and reasonable comfort of the troops, There is no claim
of extravagance in charges made for work done, but there are in-
dications of expenditures beyond what was necessary for health
and reasonable comfort of men,

Explanation will be submitted as to authority for making
expenditures in excess of $25,000 without first getting authority.

Sy vommand of iajor General Graves:

T. Y, King
Lieut, Col., A, G, Dept.,
Adjutant General,



B 2nd Ind.
Hg, 27th Inf,, Vliadivestek, Siberia, Mar, 2, 1920 = Te
Commanding General, A, E . F. Siberia, Vliadivestek,

1. I have no recsllection of ever having made a verbal re=-
quest for a specific and limited amount for this purpoese; the
records show that ne such written request was ever made,

2. The authority feor expenditures made at Beresovka is
queted in paragraph 4 of basic letter; to the best ¢f my know-
ladge and belief this authority was net modified or limited in
any way by the Commanding General while at Verkhne-Udinsk,
Attention is invited to the following extracts frem telegram
sent to the Commanding General:

"Amex, Vliadivestok,

Number four four:- August twenty second.

x x x
Can also secure barracks at Beresovka for entire command
stop These barracks in bad repair approximate cost of
putting them in preper shape twenty five to thirty thou=
gand dellars stop _ X b ¢
the authority for the expenditure of the sums requested
should be immediately aitherized in erder render barracks
habitable before winter sets in and teo. save increased
cost as materials are increasing in price x x

It may be noted that my approximate estimate of amount needed to
place these barracks in a livable condition was $25,000 te $30,000
Itmust alse be noted that this estimate referred solely te the
barracks at Berescvka and did net include the expeditures fer

the preparaftien of cars and buildings fer winter quarters of
cempanies quarding the railread between Beresevka and Mysovaya;
theugh I tried in every possible way to cause the railread autho-
rities te prepare these cars and buildings, and centinued te de

so until snew had fallem, I did net net succeed and se was forced
te prepare them myself, After the expediture of approximetely
$5,000 on the barracks at Mysevaya, these barracks were destroyed
by fire. These troops being homeless and the thermometer 15° belew
zero required shelter, the previding ef which necessitated additie
enal expeditures, On account of the delay in securing authority
for the expenditure of funds three plateeons in tents had te under-
ge zero weather, while the coest of their preper housing daily
increased on account e¢f this same delay, The same resulis ceuld ha
have been accemplished in the swumer for $25,000 which were ac-
corapl ishzd in the winter for about $56,000 and the Commanding
Officer of the 27th Infantry is net responsible as he fully repert-
ed the consequences incident te delay, I respectfully request that
the telegraphic files be consilted as they will show the many
efforts I made to obtain barracks when building material was cheap
and labor plentiful, I also bYased my estimates of the cost of
construction on the supposition that moest of the work would be
performed by my old and skilled men and unforeseen by me a thoue
sand gld men were taken from me and I wasgiven a thousan d green
recruits in their plgces whose service could net be utilized in
construct ion asthe military necessities of my situation urged
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their instruction te Z}event them in the case of cogflict from
killing each otaer instead oI the enemy, This eccasioned a:great
and an apparent additional cest fer construction which dees not
appear to have been given full consideration, As is indicated in

ui legram te the Commanding Geneeal, I had foressen that materials
%% 5h1ncrease in price as seon as a demand for them arose, but the

marvelous increase that actually occured for exceeded my expecta-
tions, In spite of the speed with which this werk was being dene,
many complaints of the coldness of the barracks were received befere
they were ready for winter occupancy., The preparation ef the barracks
was rushed in every way; material at hand had to be secured at once
regardless of cost; work had te be continued on Sundays and holidays,
this alse regardless of cost, All thils increased cost I had tried to
ave id by securing barracks before the winter set in, Immediately after
my arrival at Verkhne-Udinsk' I telgraphed the situation to the
Cemmanding General and continued to advice him of the necessity of
securing barracks before the winter set in; in addition to inferming
the Commanding General of the situatien, I tried in every way to
secure barracks from the lecal autherities;, and that barracks were
received at all wasdue to the fact that I placed armed guards ever
them and retained them even after the Russian authorities had refused
me these same barracks, Afier securing barracks I considered that my
first and mest urgent duty was to prepare these barracks for winter
occupancy of my cemmand before thewinter actually arrived, While I
kept the expenditures as lew.as pessible I considered that a saving
of $10,000 or $20,000 would not justify the less of a single man

by deatihr from pneumenia, or other diseases caused or accentuated dy
exposure due to my failure te provide warm and sanitary living
quarters for my men,

3. With reference to the sentence, "It is doubtful if all
expenditures incurred by Colenel iforrow would have been authorized
in a pest in the United States, oewned by the War Department," 1 desire
to invite attention to the fact that posts in the United States are
constructed for occupancy by American soldiers and are kept in a
censtant state of repair by a force of trained experts, For a just
comparison between the upkeep of a War Department Post in the United
States and the reconstruction of Beresovka, the allowance for the
latter sheuld at least triple that for the former.

4, JNo expenditures of government funds were made in excess of
what was necessary for the health and resonable comfort of my treops,
In fact my troops were at some points net so well provided for as
they should havebeen in the United States and as they have every right
to except to be in a foreign country,

5, ‘he indications that expenditures were beyond what was
necessary for health and reasonable coimfort of my men are misleading
and contrary to the actual facts of the case,

6. bnewing that I had probably greater exper ience in construcw.
tion werk in fereign countries than any eother line officer in the
service and having had over twenty years service with troeps I cen-
sidered myself perfectly competent to judge the work that was neces=
sary for the health and reasenable comfort of my troops, I alse knew
that no officer in Siberia ceuld fairly judge of the work performed








