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OPERATIONS OF THE 27TH U. s. INFANTRY, 

AND THE INCIDENTS CONNECTED '.L'll!rrtEWI TH, IN THE GUARDING 
OF THE RAIIROAD FROM VERKHNE-UDlllSK, SIBERIA, lllCWSIVE, 
TO MYSOVAYA, SIBERIA, INCLUSIV':3, FROM MAY 2nd, 1919, TO 
JA..1UARY 29TH, 192> • 

-----~~---------------------------
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I 

AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES, SIBERIA. 

January 29th, 1920. 

From: Commanding Officer, 27th u. s. Infantry. 

To: The Adjutant General of the Arary, Washington, D. c. 
(Thru Military channels). 

Subject: Operations of the 27th u. s. Infantry, and incidents 
connected tberewl th, in the guarding of the railroad 
from Verkhne-Udinsk, Siberia, inclusive, to ?ut;sov~a, 
Siberia, inclusive, from May 2nd, 1919, to Jan:1a:ey 
29th, 1920. • 

l. On April 14th, ln9, the Commanding Officer of the 
27th u. s. In fantry, t hen stationed at Ha.berft'sk, Siberia, 
r eceived t he f ollowing telegram t ram Headquarters, .American 
E;J:peditiom.ry Forces, Sib eria: 

"Vladivostok, April 14, 191 ;1 . Commanding 
Otti cer , Twenty Seventy Infantry, Habarovsk:, 
Number t wo hundr ed seventeen period Paragraph 
one can,el OUl" number t1VO hundred thirteen 
per10d Send Wal.lace to Spasskoe,period Para-
graph two map reference o:f'ficial forty verst 
period Secti on railroad VerkhneUdinsk to station 
Bakail City b oth inclusive ass igned to you for 
gaard period The Twenty Seventy Infantry less 
one battal i on including the one company at 
prison canp to be lef't at Haba.rovsk under 
Shamotulski and t ha two companies of the first 
battalion now at Spasskoe umer Wallace will 
prepare to move per10d Field Hos pit al number 
tour with t heir field equipment will ace anpa.ny 
regiment period Quartermaster here rm.king arrange
men ts for transportation communicate with him 
direct a s to details pericxi Take four months 
Sttpplies period Yoo will ma:;< e all arrangements 
and assignme:ats t o stations comma keeping these 
headquarters fully i nf or med as to movements and 
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stations assigned period Your c an·:and will have 
to go into camp as Miller was ,unable to get 
quarters perioo. Acknowledge perioo. Robinson." 

In reference to the remark, "The cormoo.nd will havs to go into 
canp as ;'.jiller was unable to get quarters'', this refers to 
the fact that Lieut. Colonel Willian c. 11iller~ with Companies 
A • B 27th u. s. Infantry , had bean ordered to take station 
at Verklme-Udinsk on Y.a.rch 17th , 1919. Colonel Miller had 
several times reported by wire to Headquarters at Vladivostok 
his ina.b1li ty to secure suit able quarters or any character at 
or near Verkhne-Udinsk, and had infonned the Headquarters at 
Vladivostok that hi s command would be forced to go into camp 
at Verkhne-Udinsk. 

2. In compliance with the above telegram the following 
forces prepared to entrain tor VP-rkhne-Udinsk: 

Headquarters, 27th u. s. Infant:ey, 
Headquarters Company, 
Machine Gun Company, 
Supply Company, 
Compan ies I, K, L & M 
Medical Detachment, 27th u. s. Infantry, 
4th Field Hospital. 

The Conrnand moved in seven echelons. The first echelon 
consisting ot the Headquarters and Head.quarters Company 
left Haba.rovsk on April 21st and arrived at Verkhne-Udinsk 
on May 1st. The seventlt and last echelon a rrived ~ 15th . 
Ent ire orders and instructions rece i ved by t he Commandi~ 
Officer of the 27th u. s. Inf aritry in regard to the guar ding 
or the railroad and the taking over of this sector, are con
tained in telegram Number 217 previously quoted in this com
mu.nicati on. 

3. On April 24th the_ following telegram was racei ved: 

"Vladivostok April 24th 1919. Colonel c. H. 
Morrow enroute t o Verklme-Udinsk care or 
Colonel Williams , Harbi n. Number two fort y 
seven line of demarkation Ba ikal City n ot 
cl early under st ooo. c onr er Gene ral Syrovy 
representative from Czechs General Syrovy 
at Irkutsk has been noti fi ed (Signed) King." 

-2-

The
  F

ils
on

  H
ist

ori
cal

  S
oc

iet
y



On arrival at Verkhne-Udinsk ::he Comma.riding Officer was furnished by Colonel 
Miller with a telegram f ran Maj or General W chaeloff, Colllelander of Military 
Transportation of the Siberian Region, citing authority of Admiral Kolchc.k, 
stating t hat existing guards in o·..lr sector must not be chan _;ed, that the Rus
sians are increasing th~ir guard in this sector by fifty per cent and the Amer
icans a r e r equ·ested not to occupy barracks in Lhe sector as the Russians require 
t h EIIh This information was communicated to Exped.i tiona.ry Headquarters in the 
:follow ing telegram: 

"Verkhna-Udinsk, Siberia, Mey 3rd, 1919, .AUEX, Vladivostok. Number two four 
s ix Major General Michael off canma:1der milita1 y tra.nsportat ion Siberian regi en 
citing authority Kolchak s t a t es existing Russian guards in our sector must 
not be c hanged and that tr,e Russians a.re increasing their b"Uard in our sector 
by fifty per cent also that we occupy no barracks in this sector as the 
Russi an s require them period Requ est steps oe taken co ca.::se Russians to 
vaca t e our s eo t or and all railway and guard barrac~s in our sector period 
I will worir towar ds this e:1d fr<Jn here period However if the Russians 
wan t this mos t d ifficult sector suggest t t eir retaining it while we remain 
her e or t ake a sector fur the r west c ontaining Irkutsk perioi paragraph 
Fir st sec tion arrived May f irs t 'Sacond section !1~ey second without incident 
periOd. Have excellen ~ ca np sit e one and half mile from city with excellent 
S Lorehouse fa.cilit ies period paragraph Request that Companies C and D now 
at Spasskoe be directed to join t 11 eir battalion here this for the general 
good of th e r egiment as a t present half of its rifle companies are away 
f rom i t period {Signed) Morr-ow. 

This direct request not to take over the barracks in the sector Verkhne-Udinks to 
Baikal qity, and that the Russi ans were guarding the sector and would increase 
their guard by fifty per a en t, and requesting that t h e A.-nericans not move into 
this sector , created a situation of the greatest di fficul t y . The forces, other 
than tth8. Americans, oocupying Verkhne - Udinsk and vi cinity at this ti me were as 
tallows : .. ~~--,~--~¼-.v~~~'T-.;,---~~ .... .;; ____ .,....._ .... -~------

. 
Maj or General Yoshie , Imperial Japanese Arnv, c crnma.11ding aiorce of all 
arms of approsir.ately 3000 men. 

Major General Panchenco, of' the Siberian Army, coml!l.anding about 
1 000 men, cons is ting largel;y of infantry and a small Artillery fo rce 
in t he same garrison. 

In t he City of Verii:hne-Udinsk tLere were some 300 Siberian Infantry, 
and t o the east of the city, across the Uda River a t the Po.:dt .Barracks 
(o½ Terits east of Verkhne-Udinsk) was the Cossa.ck garrison of approxi
mately 400 men, commanded by Colonel Lvoff. 

Tul'a.j or General Meja.ck, the Military Governor of the District, at his 
headquarters in Verkhne-Udinsk. 

Th~ barr acks at Beresovka lay about seven versts nor t h-west of Verkhne•Udinsk on 
the r ai lroad line. The Commanding Officer at once conferred with General Yoshie, 
Imperia l J apanese Arey; who was then in command of the Japanese troops stationed 
at Ber es ovka.. General Yoshie was fully informed as t o the miss ion of the American 
o anmand and agreed at once to move t h e Japanese troops, t hen st a.ti oned at Mysovaya, 
out Of the barracks they t hen occupi ed, at any t i me t he A."llericans reqtBsted them 
to do so. The Russian Mil i t a ry Governor , Major General Mejack, and the canma::1der 
ot tha Russ ian garri son at Beresovka, hlajor Gene ral Panchenco, were both equally 
ign.orant of the Allied agreement that tte Americans would guard the railroad from 
Verkhne-Udinsk to Baikal City. They had r eceived no orders to this effect fran 
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ata;iog t r,at existing gaards in o:ir sector must not oe chan ;;ed, that the Rus
sians are increasing tb ~ir e,'Ua rd in this sector by fifty per cent and the Amer
icans are requested not to occupy barraoks in the sector as the Russians require 
thEIIl• Thi s inforrr.ation was communicated to Expeditionary Headquarters in the 
following te l egram: 

"Varklme- Udinsk , Siberia, 1-iay 3rd, 1919, AM"RX, Vladivostok. N'umber t wo four 
six Major General Michaeloft canmander militai y transportation Siberian r egim 
citing au th or i ty Kolc hak s tates existing Russi an gu a rds in our s ect or must 
not be changed a :1 d that the Russiws are increasing their guard i n our s ec t or
by fif ty per c ent also th at W9 occupy no barracks in th is sec t or as the 
Russians require them pe riod Re(lllest steps be taHBn ~o catse Rus sians to 
vacat e our sect. or and all railway and g uard barrack s in our sector period 
I wil l wonc towards this ead fran here period However if the Russians 
want this .most difficult sector suggest n.eir reta ining it while we remain 
here or take a sec t or fur ther west containing Irkutsk period paragraph 
First sec ti on arrived May f irs t 'S~cond section riEW second without incident 
periOd. Have excel len " canp sit e one and hal f mile from city with excellent 
s torehouse :facilities period par agraph Request that Companies C and D now 
a t ~"passkoe be directed to join t h e i r bat t alion here this for the general 
good of tbe r egiment as a t p resent half of it s r ifle companies are away 
.trom it period (Signed) Morrow. 

This d irect reqµest not to take over the barracks in the s ector Verkhne-Udinks to 
Baikal qity, and tr.at the Russians were guarding the s ec tor and would i ncrease 
their guard by fifty per cant, and reques ting that the American s not mo-,e i nto 
this sec t or , created a situation of t he greatest diff i cul ty. 'i1he f orces, othe r 
t han th& .Americans, oocupying Verkhne-Udinsk and v i cinity at this ti me were as 
tollows: . ---~~--~~-~~~~~➔,-.-~~~~~~~----~---~--

. 
Major General Yoshie, Imperial Jap2nese Arnw, ccmma,1ding ai'orce of all 
arms of appros irra t ely 3000 men • 

. Maj or General P::..nchenco, of' the 3iberian Army, commanding about 
1£00 men, consisti ng largely of infantry and a small .Artillery force 
in the same garri son. 

In the City of Verlthne-Udinsk tl.ere were some 300 Siberian Infantry, 
and t o the east of the city, across the Uda. F:i ver at the Park Barracks 
(6½ verits ea.st of Verkhne-Udinsk) was the Cossack garrison of approxi
mately 400 men, commanded by Colonel Lvorr. 

Major General Meja.ck, the Military Governor of t he District, at his 
headquarters in Verkhne-Udinsk. 

The barracks at Beresovka l~ about seven versts north-west of Verkhne-Udinsk on 
the rai lroa.d line . The Cornman ding Officer at once conferred with General Yoshie, 
Imperial Japanese Arey, who was then in comma nd of the Japanese troops stationed 
at Beresovka. General Yoshie was fully informed. as to the miss ion of the American 
c anmand and agreed at once to move the Japanese troops, t 1:en stationed at Azy-sovaya, 
out of the barracks they t r.en occupied, at any time the Americans req:.2sted them 
to do so. The Russian Militai~ Governor, Major General Mejack, and t h e cc:mma.:1der 
of tre Russian garrison at Beresovka, 11aj or General Panchenco, were both equally 
ignorant of the Allied agreement that n.e Americans would guard the railroad from 
Verkhne-Udinsk to Baikal City. They had received no orders to this effect £ran 
the Kolchak Government but, on t he otter hand, had received orders that the 
guarding of tle rat lroa.d would be under t he charge of the Russi an authoritj:es am 
that the Russian guard in this sec "or would be imreased. Th_.i.s, of course, created 
an impossible situation since the sector could only be taken over by force of arms 
and the ejection of t i,e Russian troops from the barracks they oocupied. 

4. On Mey 3rd the regiment . began the erec~i on of the camr;i to ace oounodate 
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the entire canmand at a point in the woods one mile from Verkhne-Udinks. (For 
plan and construction of this canp, see canplete drawing attached i. areto, m,:uked 
Exhibit "A".) On Mey- 6th the following telegram was received: 

,.Vladivostok, Siberia, ],iay 6, 1919. Colonel Norrow, Verkhne-Udinsk. 
Number two forty eight secret period Pending negotiations do the best 
you can -with General Micha.eloff without causing tro·..ible periOd We can 
do nothing in Vladivostok perioo. Robinson." 

Every endeavor had been made previous to t he receipt of this t elegr[,ffl to locate 
General MichaelOff but he could not be found in Irkutsk, Chita or Verkhne-Udinsk, 
nor did anyone have the slightest idea vbere his headquarters might be. On May 
12th , 1918• Mr. Harris, .American Consul General for Siberia, paased through 
Verkhne-Udinsk on his W-J.Y to Omsk. Following a conference with him the CommaIJiing 
Officer furnished him with the follcwing Memorandum: 

"Headquarters l'weuty-Seventh Infantr,)" , V8rkhne-Udinsk, Siberia, ~ 12, 
1919. Memorandum for Mr. Harris, American Consul General for Siberia. 
J,\j' orders on coming he re were to t ak: e over t he railroad g11ard from 
Verkhne-Udinsk inclusive t o Baikal City ii1cl usi ve. The Czechs and 
Japanese in this sector have signified their willingness to move out 
of t eir barracks upon my request. The three co!:ll'mlnications attached 
hereto are selft,eJq>lanatory. The Russian forces occupying barracks 
along and pertaining to the rai. lroa.d should be required by the Supreme 
Dictator to vacate these barracks. His representative at Vladivostok must 
have agreed to the sectors which were to be g~arded by the different 
toroes in Siberia. His forces alone violate the Allied agreement. In case 
there should be a serious misunderstanding between the Supreme Dictator 
and tha Ata'llail s ~menoff the presence of ~'llerican troops in this sector 
might prove to be of the greatest value to the Supreme Dictator. I req,:est 
you to use all possib.l.e means to clear up this si tua.tion. 0~ H. 1:orrow, 
Colonel. 27th Infantry, Comr:ianding." 

Under date of May 13th, 1919. the followbg telegram was sent: 

"Verkhne-UdinSk, Siberia. 1:ay 13, 1919. .AJ.BX, Vla.dvostok. :bmber two 
sixty one Consul General Harris passed through here yesterd.ey bound for 
Omsk per10d. I fully informed him of the situation relating to the rail
road comma furn is rad him with complete file of communications c anma telegrans 
and orders affecr;ing the sit 1ation period He promised to take these atters 
up at Omsk in the most complete way as speedily as possible. period He 

approves canping hereuntil situation is cleared pericxl Everpthing here 
highly sati sf'actory period ~arrow." 

The following telegram was received M.a_v 15th: 

"Vladvtstok, May 15th. Cowranding Officer, 27th Infantry, Verkhne-Udinsk, 
Siberia. Number two sixty three perioo. Reference yo-:Jr two sixty one this 
matter has been takoo up through t he interallied railroad canrnittee and with 
the government at Omsk pericxi Rooinson." 

On Mq 14th a Proclamation of the Commanding General. dated April 21st, Vladivosto3' 
was received at Headquarters of the regiment. This was the :first order, and tm 
only order, which was ever received m.ich in any way defined the duties of guar~ 
ing the railrcad. (Proclamation is attached. hereto, m:i.rked .A-1). 
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TA~~-._.. U' .. ~••.a· ~ ¥'"'f ..,_.r ... • ....., __ ,._ ,_,.w,,g_..._ ~~ •"'"9 •o-~- ~...,.g.-..... 
Number wo forty eight secret period Pending negot ia.Uons do the best 
you can with General ?iiohaeloff without causing trouble period We can 
do nothing in Vladivostok period Robinson." 

ETery endeavor had been made previous to the receipt ot t his t e l egr::.m t o locate 
General Micha.el off but he could not be fonnd in I rkutsk, Chita or Verkhne~dinsk, 
nor did anyone have the slightest idea mer e his headquarters might be. On May 
12th, 1918, Mr. Harris , Ame ric an Consul Gen era l for Siberia, paased through 
Verkhne-Udinsk on his wey t o Omsk. Followi :r.\g a conf erenc e with him the Commanding 
Officer furnished him with the followi ng Memor andum: 

"Headquart ers Twenty-Seventh Infantry, Verkhne-Udinsk, Si beria, 11f:a:3 12, 
1919 . llemorandum for Mr. Harris, Amaric an Consul General for Sib eria. 
)i\V' order s on c oming here were to take over the railroa d guard from 
Verkhne-Udinsk inclus i ve to Baikal City i nclusive. The Czechs and 
Japanese i n this sec t or have signified their willingness to move out 
of t eir barracks upon my request. The three comrmmica.tions attached 
hereto a r e selft,e~lana tory. The Russian forces oocupting barrack s 
along and pe rtai n ing t o t he r ai lroad should be required by the Supreme 
Dictator t o vacate these barracks. His representative at Vladivostok: must 
have agreed to the sectors which were to be guarded by the different 
toroes in Siberia. His forces alone violate t he Allied agreement. In c ase 
there should be a seri ous mi sunderstanding between t h e Supreme Dictat or 
and the ataman S '}menoff the pres ence ot .American troops i n t his s ector 
might prove to be of the greatest value to the Supr eme Dictat_or . I req,est 
you to use all possible means to clear up this situation. c. H. ~arrow, 
Colonel, 27th Infantry, Comr.ianding." 

Under date or May 13th, 1919. the followL1g telegro.m was sent: 

"Verkhne-UdinSk, Siberia, r.:ay 13, 1919. ~, Vladvostok. :bmber two 
s ixty one Consul General Harris passed through here yesterdey bound for 
Omsk per iOd. I fully i.nfor CTed him of the situation relating to the rail
roa d comma fu.rn i s l'.ed him with complete file of commllnications canma. telegrans 
and orders affec i.ing tbe sit ;ation period He promised to take these ·-atters 

up at Omsk in the most complete wey as speedily as possible. period He 
approves canping hereuntil situation is cleared period Everything here 
highly sati sf'actory pariOd ~forro,v." 

The following telegram was received~ 15th: 

"Vladvd>stOk, .May 15th. Commanding Officer, 27th Infantry, Verkh.ne-Udinsk, 
Siberia. Number two sixty three perioi Reference yo-ur two sixty one this 
matter bas been takoo up through t:!:e interallied railroad ccrnmittee and with 
the government at Omak perioi Roe i nson. '' 

On Mey 14th a Proclamation of c n.e Comma :1din;- Ge:1·3ral , dated April 2l st, Vladivo sto~ 
was received at Headquart 8rs of the regiment. This was the first order, and tra 
only order, which was ever received wh ich in any way defined the duties of gu.a.rci
ing the railroad. (Proclamation is attached hereto, zmrked A-l). 

B ARR A C KS. 

5. During this perioo. every effort was !!lade to secure barracks at or nea-
Ver:khne-Udinsk. ill efforts of the Com.w.ndiIJg Officer proved unavailing, as had 
t ·he efforts of Colonel Miller. also t :::1e t aki:r.\g over of the g·w.rding of the rai 1-
road was impossible as tr~re was a complete lack of understanding between the 

.Americans and the E.ussian authorities. I n an endeavor L O clear up this im-
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possible situation the Commanding Officer, on 'May 28th, proceeded to Irkutsk for 
the purpose of conferring with the ..1,.merican Consul, Mr. Thomson, at that place, 
and the Russian General Artemieff who was in ccmma.nd at Irkutsk, and also the 
Czech General Syrovy. In an interview with General .ii.rternieff, the Proclamation 
of the Commanding General regarding t t,e guarding of the railroad was handed to 
him and he was fully informed as to the actions of the Czecho-Slovak forces 
and the Japanese forces, and was requested to cause the Russian troops t. o give 
over the guarding of tbe ra.ilroo.d to the .Amarioan command ani i;O vacate the 
necessary barracks in their sector for the .:imerican guard. General Artemieff 
replied that while he did not doubt thut such an Allied agreement had been 
entered into, as far as he was officially concerned or notified, the guardiig 
of the ra1 lroad from Baikal City to Mysova;ya lay with him and that m cOllld not 
under his orders and would not remove his gi-ard from t r.at sector. Colonel Morrow 
was furnished the following written oommunicati on: 

"From: Com'Il3.nder of t e Troops, Irk'..ltsk Military District, 
~ a3:th, 1919. Irkutsk. To the Col!ll:'landing Officer, 27th U. s. 
Infantry, By order of the Supreme Chief Commander of the Russian 
Troops, I am ordered to oocupy and guard the Zai-Baikal railroad to s ta
ti on Mysovaya., inclusive, and. this I !'lave fulfilled. 
(Signed) Lieutenant General i,.rtemief'f." 

On May 29th the following telegram was sent: 

"Irkutsk, May 29th, 1919. Consul General F..arris, Omsk. 
Nu.war one sixteen period Disregard my telegram regarding interview 
with General Michael off and American Colonel Morrow period Colonel 
Morrow arrived t odey and we saw General Artemieff who commands all 
Russian troops in this section including those opara.t ine in the 
section between Baikal City and Mysovaya which by allied procla!mt ion 
of April twenty first should be ooou;pied exolusively by American 
toops. stop General .Artemieff' should receive orders from the Supreme 
Dictator to turn over all barracl~s from Baikal City to J.t,sova.ya to the 
Anl:lriean troops a.nd to remove his guards from that section stop ~he 
Japanese and Czechs fully understand too Al.lied agreemen t and are 
acting in accordance with it st cp Only General .Artemieff hinders the 
taking ewer of this sect or by the American troops paragraph Please 
telegr~ph oe just when the Supreme Dictator issues the necessary in
structions in order that I might inform Colonel Morrow and. Thomson." 

.Af'te:r having an int er view with Ge:1eral Syrovy, Colonel Morrow returned to VerkJm. 
UdinSk on May 30th. On May 31st the following telegram was sent: 

"Verkhne-Udinsk, Siberia, hlay 31st, 1919-. AMEX, Vla.di vos tok. Number 
two ninety three I have just returned from Irkutsk period General 
Artemieff who commands there and the troops guarding the railroad fran 
Baikal City to Mysovaya states he has no knowledge of the Allied agree
ment concerning tbe railroad and has been charged by tha Xolchak govem
ment with the guarding of this sector period He promised me to at om e 
g8t in communication with Omsk and get orders and decision from them 
par10d He was apparently most friendly but in utter ignorance from his 
own governr.1ent period .Aroorioan Consul Mr. Thomson sent the following 
telegram to ConS11l GenAral Harris who is at Omsk Quote Disregard my 
telegram regarding interview with General r~ichaelOff and American Solonel 
MorrON stop Colonel Morrow arrived t o_dey. and we saw. General Artemieff 
who oommands all Russian troops in this section including those op&rat-
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a:t ;!:-e e "'dill€; G-eneral regarding :: te g-..:a.rding of the railroad. was handed to 
him and. r.e was f ully infor!'!18d as to the acti ons of the Czecho-Slovak forces 
and the Japanese forces, and was requested to cause the Russian troops to give 
orer the guarding of the railroad to the American cOIJllJWld am. to vacate the 
necessary barracks in their sector for the American guard. General Artemiett 
replied that while he did not doubt that such an .Allied agreement had been 
entered into, as far as he was officially o oncerned or notified, the guardiig 
of the railroad from Baikal City to Mysovaya lay with him and that he coald not 
under his orders and would not remove his guard t:rom that sector. Colonel Morrow 
was furnished the following written communication: 

"From: Commander of t · e Troops, Irkutsk Military District, 
~ @th, 1919. I rkutsk. To the Commanding Offi cer, 27th u. s. 
Infantry, By order of the Supreme Chief Commander Of the Russian 
Tr uops, I am ordered to oooupy and guard the Zai-.Baikal railroad to s ta
tion Mysovaya, inclusive, a.rid this I have fulfilled. 
(Signed) Lieutenant General Artemief'f' •" 

On May 29th the following telegram was sent: 

"Irkutsk, May 29th, 1919. Consul General Harris, Omsk. 
Number one sixteen period Disregard my telegram regarding interview 
with General Michaeloff' and American Colonel Morrow period Colonel 
Morrow arrived t odey and we saw General Artemieff who conumnds all 
Russian troops in this section including those opera t ing in the 
section between Baikal City and. Mysovaya. which by allied proclaimt ion 
of Apri l twenty first should be occu;pied exclusively by American 
toops . stop General Artemieff' should receive orders from the Supreme 
Dictator to turn over all barraclts from Baikal City to lt{sovaya to the 
Armrican troops and to remove h is guards from that section stop The 
J apanese and Czechs f ully und.erst .:1.nd the Al.Lied agreemen t and are 
acting in accordance with it st~ Only General Artemieff hinders the 
tald.ng over or this sector by the .American t roops paragraph Please 
telegr~ph me just when the Supreme Dictator issues the necessary in
structions in order that I migh t i ufo rm Colonel Morrow ::ind. Thomson." 

.Af'ter having an int er view with Ge:1erul Syrovy, Colonel Morrow returned. to Verkh.& 
Udinsk on May 30th. On May 31st tba following telegram was sent: 

''Verkhue-Udinslt, 8iberia, Hay 31st, 1919. .AMEX, Vladivostok. Number 
t'WO ninety three I have just returned. from Irkutsk period General 
A.rtemieff who commands there and the troops c uarding tbe r_;_ilroad fran 
Bai ka l City t o Mysovaya states he has no knowledge of the .Allied agree
ment concerning c he railroad and has been cr~arged by the Kolchak govem
ment with the guarding of this sector period He promised me to at om e 
get in c om..."ltlnicati on with Omsk and get orders and decision from them 
period He was a;r,parently most friendly but in utter ignorance from his 
own govei nme nt period .A.'!Brioan Consul !.'.:1·. l1ho:nson sent t ;1e followi 11g 
te-legram to CouS12l General Harris who is at Omsk Quote Disregard my 
telegram regarding interview with Ge:,ercl t:ic!·taeloff and ).merican Solonel 
1'/Iorrcw stop Colonel Morrow arrived to_da;v and we saw General Artemieff 
who commands all P.ussicall troops in this section including those operat
ing in the section between Baikal City and Mysova.va which by allied 
proclamation of April twenty first should be oocupied exclusively by · 
American troops stop General .Art emieff sho-:.ild receive orders from the 
Supreme Dictator to turn over all barracks from Baikal Ci :y to Mysovaya oo 
the Arr:erican t oops an,· : o rE?!love his g . .1ards from tl,a.t section stop The 
Japanese am Czechs fully understand the allied agreement and are acting 

in accordaro e with it stop Only Ge,1eral .Art'3mieff hinders the taking 
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over or this sect or by the American troops paragraph Please telegraph 
me Just when the SuT;reme Dictator is sues the necess ·:.. ry inst rue ti ons 
in order t!";at I might inform Colonel Morrow perioo. unquote Thomson 
perd.Od. The Czecho-Slovaks are fully inf orr.e d and in every way ready 
to assist us periOd 1heir force really guards the tunnel sector period 
Artemieff has four hundred rren at Mysovaya period I am confident Artemief'f 
will receive the necess:. ry orders in a few deys period In view of the 
above facts do you desire t hat I move troops at this time into the sector 
held by his forces comna or that I delay the movement until he bas a 
reasonable time to hear from his su-periors 1,eriod I will p roceed to tace 
over :from Verklme-Udinsk to Mysovaya at once as all is clear sailing in 
this sector p ari od. General Syrovy has assured me that the Czechs will 
safely guard the tunnel sector until the A.'llericans can talce it over perl. al 
Morrow." 

On or about June 2nd the following telegrrun was received from Vladivostok: 

''Commanding Officer, 27th Infantry, Verkhne-Udinsk. Nur.iber two 
ninety six following agreement made today with Russio.ns quote Acing under 
the provisions of the railroad agreement and under the authority of the 
allied commanders a ~id the interallied railway committee it is agreed 
between the Russian military authorities and t •.e .Americans tr.at tht) 
Americans will glard t ha sect or Verkhne-Udinsk inclusive to M:ysova:ya 
inclusiTe and the Russians will guard the sector Mysova:ya exclusive to 
Baikal Oi ty inclusive perioi It being understood that the Russians 
will Tacata the necessa:ey barrakcs or building for the American troops 
in the sector that .A.m3ricans are to guard uuder this agreement unquote 
You will act accordingly perioi Make necessary distribution of troops 
to protect railrcad assigned you perioo. acknowledge receipt keep us 
advised location of troops perioo. Robinson." 

It may be noted t hat this agreement cr.,,a,1-ged the sector of the American cormnand 
trom Verkhne-Udinsk to :teysovaya an d gave up t he sector from 1.,"ys ovaya to Ba ikal 
City. Also that while the American com•ca i~d had alw;,ws understood t.t .at ~1,ey were to 
guard the railroad, this understanding had never reached, nor did it ever reach 
the Russian author! ties. nor did t t ey at any time ever receive s -.1ch orders from 
the Omsk government, and that the sector was finally taken over from them without 
thair agreement, nor d id t ney furnish then or at an.y other time any barracks or 
bllildings to t he ~ricans for the purpose of guarding the railroad, and any bar
racks or buildings that were secured were taken without their agreement. The 
understanding was perfect at Vladivostok but nowhere else. On June 2nd, 1919, 
Company "K" left Vsnchne-Jdinsk and took station at Mysovaua, placing guards over 
the railroad at that place. On the same date one platoon of Company "lW' was S<:nt 
to Posolskaya, one platoon to Selenga, one platoon to Mostovoi, and one platoon 
to the railroad station at Verkhne-Udinsk. On3 squad from the platoon at Mostovoi 
was stationed at Tataurovi. As no ba.rrac~s were available in this sector save at 
Mys.ova;;a, the platoons at Verkme-Udinsk, Mostovoi, Slenga and Posolskaya. went into 
canp. Company "K1t at Mysovaya weut in i. O camp but, later in tt.e month, secured 
barracks at that point, erecting t heir own mess halls, stables and rears. (Dis
position of troops and t he ir out-buards shown on map attached ereto. marked "B.".) 
The orders for the detachments guarding the railroad were as . follows: 

RAILWAV nl"T ARD 

"HEADQ.UARTEF.S TWENTY-SEVEN':'H INF .fu,-TRY," 
Verkhne-Udinsk, Siberia., June l, 1919. 
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par-z:tCI.•~ · aocaia--o-.1,,:uw-~.-:Ja&""-.:J•t.i.••1 . _...,_..L....z;;'4-- -- -•- .1 --.,, ----..,, 
t o assist us period :their force really guards the tunnel sector period 
Artemieff has four hundred rmn at Mysovaya period I am confident Artemieff 
wlll receive the necess::ry orders in a few daiys period In view of the 
above facts do you d esire that I move troops at this time into the sector 
held by his forc es comna or that I delay the movement until he has a 
reasonable time to hear from his superiors p eriod I will proceed to tare 
over from Verkhne-Udinsk to Mysova~ at ome as all is clear sailing in 
this sector period General Syrovy has a ssured me that the Czechs will 
safely guard the tunnel sec t or unt il t h e Americ ans c an t ake it o,rer peJi al 
Morrow." 

On or about June 2nd the follow ing telegram was received from Vladivo s tok s 

"Commanding Officer , 27th Infantry, Verklme-Udinsk. Number two 
ninety six fo llowing agre ement made today with Rus s ians quote Ac i ng under 
t he provisions of the railroad agreement and under the authority of t he 
allied commamers a :Jd t he int erallied railway committee it is agreed 
between the Russian military authorities and t t e Americans t hat the 
Americans will g1ard the sec tor Verkbne-Udinsk inclusive to Mysovqa 
incl ·1sive and the Russians will guard the sector ri.wsov~a exclusive t o 
Baikal City inclusive perioo. It being understood that the Russians 
will vacate the necessacy barralms or buildiDg for the American tro ops 
i n the sector that A.roorican3 are to guard under t his agreement unquot e 
You will act accordingly perioo. Mak e nece-s-sa ry distribution of troops 
to protect rai~rcad a ssigned you period acknowledge receipt keep us 
advised location of troops p eriod Robinson." 

·tt may be noted that this agreemen t cr..arged the sector of the American command 
trom Verkhne- Udinsk to Ieys ovaya a.7ld gav e up t be sector from 1..,-ysovaya to B(:j,ikal 
City . Also that while the Ana r ican com•:a -::: d had a lweys understood t hat er, ey were to 
guard the railroad, this under standing had never reach ed, nor did it ever reach 
t he Russian authorit ies 9 nor di d tr. ey at any time ever receive such orders from 
the Omsk g overn.men t, and t ha t t hP. sector was finally t aken over from them without 
their agreement• nor did they furnish then or a t any other c ime any barrack s or 
ba. ildillgs to t h e .Atmricans fo r the purpose of guarding the railroad., and any bar
ra.Cks or buildings t hat were s ecured were taken without their agreement. The 
understan.d1?l8 was perfect at Vladivostok but nowhere else. On June 2nd, 1919, 
Company "lC'' left Ve:rlthne-Udinsk and t ook station at Mysoveya, placing guards over 
the rai lroad at that place. On the same date one platoon of Company "M" was s ·mt 
to Pos olska.ya, one platoon to Selenga , one platoon to Mostovoi, and one platoon 
t o the r a ilroad sta t ion a t Verkhne-Udinsk. Om squad from the platoon at Ii:os tovoi 
was s t a tioned at Tataurovi . As no barracks were available in th is sector save at 
Mysova:ia, the platoons at Verkille-Udinsk, Mostovoi, Slenga and Posolskaya wen L into _ 
ca.np. Company "K'i a,t Mysovaya went i n ~o camp but, later in the mo ;1. th, secured 
barracks at that point, erecting t heir cwn mass halls, stables and rears. (Dis
positi on of troops ~nd t he ir out-r;uards shown on map attached ereto, marked "B.".) 
The orders tor t ~: e detach ments guarding the railroad were as follows: 

RAILWAY GUARD 

ORDERS I-m. l. 

"HE.ADOU.c'.:RT ~ES TWE!f.I'Y-SEVEITTH INF AN~Y," 
v ~rkhne-Udinsk, Siberia, June 1, 1919. 

1. The .,;,aerie an sector extends from Verkhne-Udinsk to Mysova:·a, both inclusive. 

The purpose of the guard is as follONs: 
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(1). 
(2). 
( 3). 

To prot ,,,ct the railroad and ra.ilW:1.y property. 
To ins·.u-e the safe and uninterrupted movemen t of trains. 
To protect the civilian railwa y employees in the prop,r perfor.rname 
of their duties. 

(4). To prevent interference with passengers on trains or at railroad 
stations in .American, Sector • .Armed individuals or bodies of troops will 
not be permitted to interfere with or arrest anyone at railway stations d>r 
in railroad yards in .a.me ri oan sector, without previous consultation with 
the ium rioan Comnander. 
(5). To insure the saf'e and unint errupted movement of freight on trains in 
American sector. 

II. The followinc facts must be thoroughly explained to each member of the 
rail way guard: 

(l~. That the A.irerican guard must not interfere in any with the proper 
operation of the railroad. 

(2). That all orders for the movenent of trains ci.nd ope-ration of railroad 
must emanate from the proper railway official. 

(3). That all requests for cars or railroad service must be rrade to the 
civilian station master; the guard will never under any circumstames 
submit such requests to yardmen, e ,1 b'1.nemen, etc., nor will anyon " ~lse 
be permitted to do so. 

(4). That the civilian railway officials are our friends and must receive 
from us the utmost courtesy, consider-d.tion a nd support. 

(5). That 1nterfereme with civilian railway officials or employes in 
the proper performme of their d11ties is absolutely prohibited. 

By order of colonel Morrow, 

JOHN Jl.lMB!S, 
1st Lieut., 27th Infantry, 

Acting Adjutant." 

These orders were supplemented on June 2nd, 191 j , by Rai lway Guard Orders ~10. 2: 

RAILWAY GU • .uID 

ORDERS NO. 2. 

"HEAIX'UAR:'EF.S TWE';l.'Y $ ~VB:H'l! INFANTRT, 
V'3?'khne-Udinsk, Sib eria, June 2. 1919. 

l. The following Ge!leral Instructions are in addition to those published in 
Railway- Suard Orders No. 1.: 

(1). Uuier authority contained in the proolamat1on or April 21, 1919, by the 
Co!?l!?lallding Geuerol, A. E. F., Siberia, the sector of the railrcnd f:rom Verkhne
Udinsk inolusiTe to Mysova, inclusive, has been placed under the protection of 
the 27th Inf an try. 

(2). All Officers and men connected and charged with the guarding of the 
sector will fully carry out the provisions of said :proclamation and the provisions 
of' this order. Onr l!!iss1on is to see that the railroad ,· ontained in t h is sector 
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- ,___, ___ ~ 
(3) . Zo protect ;he civilian rail11m.y el!l)loyees in the propT per:formame 

of their duties. 
(4). To prevent inte rference with passengers on trains or at railroad 
stations in .Amerioani Sector. Armed individuals or bodies of troops will 
not be permitted to int erfere with or arrest anyone at railway stations d>r 
in railroad ya rds in Ame rican sector, without previous consultation with 
the An& r i can C omnander. 
(5) . To insure the safe and uninterr11pted movement of freight on trains in 
American sec t or . 

II. The following t acts must be thoroughly explained to each member of the 
railway guard: 

(l~ . That t he Ame rican guard must not interfere in any with t he proper 
operation of the railroad. 

(2). That all orders for the moveme nt of' trains and operation of railr oad 
must emanat e from the proper railway official. 

(3). That all r equests for cars or r a ilroad service must be ma.de to the 
civilian station mast er; t he guard will never under any cir cums ta.~ es 
submit such requests to yard.men, eng1nemen, etc., nor will anyon " else 
be permit ted to do so. 

(4). That t he civilian railw-ay of f icial s are our fr iends and must receive 
from us the utmost courtesy, c onsideration and support. 

(5). That i nterfereooe with civili an rai lway Officials or employes in 
the prope r performance Of t heir d~t ies is absolutely prohibited. 

By order of Colonel 1Iorrowa 

JOHN JllA!ES, 
1st Lieut., 27th Infantry, 

Acting .Adjutant." 

These orders were supplemented on June 2nd, 19l j , by Railway Guard Orders ~o. 2: 

RAILWAY GU.ARD 

ORDWS NO. 2. 

"HEADC'U.t,P.:I'~.s T\VE:"'..i.'Y SEVStrra INFAN'l'Rf t 
Vqrkhne -Ud1nsk, Siberia, June 2, 1919. 

l. The follo.ving Ge1;era. l Instructions are in addition to those pu-olist ed in 
Railway 3uaru Orders No. 1.: 

(1). Under authority contained in the proclamation of April 21, 1919, by the 
Commanding Generol, A. E. F., Siberia, the sector of ~:te railrcnd from Verkhne
Udinsk inclusive to Mysova., inclusive, 1:as been placed under the protection of' 
the 27th Infantry. 

(2). All officers and men connected and charged with the guarding of the 
sector will i"u.lly carry out the provisions ot said proclamation and the provisions 
of this order. Otll· i~ission is to see t ta t the railroad. .· ontained in this sector 
is fully, freely a.nu fairly ope rated for t ! e benefit of the ;tussi~ people nnl the 
allied forces. Th-..1.t the tra.Cks, ho-..ises, stations, cars, e1gines and all property 
or the railroo.d is safe from seizure or destruction by any one. The r :.i.ilroad must 
be operated by the legal railroad representatives and the railroad re1jresentat i ves 
thus operating the railroad shall be free from molestation or interference in the 
discharge of their duties. No oth,~r persons or p arties will be permitted in a-ny 
Wfq to give orders or force corrg;,liance with orders given to railroad operators or 

_.,,_ 
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or employees. Organization Commanders will keep the ·~selves fully informed of 
all gatherings, meetings, etc., on the part of any party or troops whose dasi t:>-"nB 
threaten the operation of the railroad. 

(3). In case of attack, threatened destruction of the railroad or its property 
or interference with its proper operation as above outlined, the troops a.re authol"" 
ized to take tlie severest measures, including death. All officers and men will 
fully understand that they are not running the railroad and assist the railroad 
o:t:ficars i n the proper operation of the r;;.ilroad. 

By order of Colonel MORROW: 

JOHN JAMES, 
ls t. .i..i eu t., 27th lnf a?t ry, 

Acting Adjutant•'' 

On June 5th, 191~, these arders were f rther supplemented by Railw:iy Guard 
Orders No. 3: 

RA.ILW .. \ Y GUARD 

ORDERS NO. 3. 

''HEADQU.!R'l'EP.S TWE:·TTY s EVS Tl'H Im"'.A:tr R{ ' 

Ve rkhne-Udinsk, Sib ~ri a. , June 5, 1919. 

I. Paragraph II, Railway Guard Orders No. l, is changed to read as follows: 

II. The followine tac ts must be t horou~ly explained to each member of the 
rail~ guard: 

(l) That the American gaa.rd must not interfere in any way with t he 
proper operati on of the r at lroad. 

(2) That all orders for the movement of tr~ ins and operation or rail
road must emanat e from the prop a- civilian r ailroad official, except 
that in the case of MILITARY troop -and supply trains the military 

commandant designat ed by the pr oper r ailway authorities i s c t a.rged 
with these duties. 

( 3) Tr a. t al 1 reque st s for cars or :ra.1 lr oad. s ervie e mu st be made to the 
civilian station rm.star; the guard will never under any circtmStances 
subnit s :ich reqatsts direct to yardmen, e -:1ginermn, etc., nor will 
any one else be permitted to do so, except t hat applica tions for train 
service f or military troop an:: supply trains should be .r.iade to the 
military commandan t designated by the propa- railway a.uthorit ies. 

(4 ) That the civilian railWc:liV Dffioials are our friends and must rece ive 
from us t h e ut most courtesy, consideration and support. 

(5H Th at interference with civilian railway offioi ul s or employes in t he 
1 proper per forrrance of t:.eir duties is absolut oly p rohibit ed. 

By order of Colonel MOimOW: 

· JOHN JAMES , 
1s t. Lieut ., 27th Infantry, 

Acting Adj utant." 
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(3). In case of attac~ threatened destr--2ction 0£ the r a ilroad or its property 
or interference with Us proper operation as above outlined, the troops are authoi
ized to taka the severest measures, including death. All of'fioars and men will 
fully Uildersta.nd that they are not rwming the railroad and assist the railroad 
off'icers in the proper operation o:f the railroad. 

By order of Colonel !JOB.ROW: 

JOHN JAMES, 
1st. Lieut., 27th lnf'am ry, 

Acting Adjutant." 

On June 5th, 1919, these orders were f irth.er supplemented by RailW3.y Bua.rd 
Orders No. 3: 

RAILWAY GUARD 

ORDERS NO. 3. 

" HEADQUARTERS TWENTY s~•TTB INF.ANTm, 
Verldme-Udinsk, Siberia, June 5, 1919. 

I. Paragraph II, Railway Guard Orders ~o. l, is changed to read a s follows: 

II. The following f'aots must be thorougily explained to each member of the 
railway guard: 

_(l ) That the Ame rican gaard must not interfere in any way with tr:e 
propar operation of the rai lroa.d. 

(2) That all orders for the rnovemGnt of tr:.i. ins and operation of' rail
road must emanate from the pr opa- civilian railroad official, except 
that in the case of 1.ULITARY troop -and supply trains the military 

commandant designated by the :proper r~ilway authorities is c1-arged 
with these duties. 

{3) Tr at al l requests for cars or railroad service must be made to the 
civilian station rmster; the guard will never under any circurmtances 
sullnit such reqmsts direct to yardmen, e:1ginermn, etc., nor will 
an.y one else be parmitted to do so, except that applications for train 
service for military troop an_ supply trains should be r:iade to the 
military commandant designated by the prop,-r railway authorities. 

(4) That the civilian railwey- tH'ficials are our friends and must receive 
from us the utmost courtesy , considera tion and su_pport. 

(5). That interference with civilian rai lway offici o.ls or employes in the 
proper perforrra.uce of t :-"e ir duties is absolutely prohibit ed. 

By order of Colonel MOP.ROW: 

JOID-1 JAMES, 
1st. Liec1t., 27th Infantry, 

Ac ting Adjutant." 

By June 5th, 1919. tLe ca.mp at Verkhne-Udinsk was practically completed. 'i'he canp 
site was an excellent one and was si t· . ..ia.ted in a pine f0rest and near thirtypseven 
large ware-houses which afforded ample facilities for storage purposes. They were 
connected with the main line of the railrc.a.d by a switch, tracks passing in front 
of each ware-house. The s4111 was pa.rt icularly favorable for ~ cramp and the sur-

rounding territory afforded exceLent drill and rra.neuver grounds. The canp con-
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tained every modern facility and was corrrplete in every detail. All tents were 
framed, as were the stables, kitchens, and rooss halls. (Detailed plans of the 
kitchens, stables, incinerutors, etc., are attached hereto, marked "C"). The 
oamp had its own electric light plant which was brought from Habarovsk having 
previously been secured from the Russian ware-houses at Red liver Prison Camp. 
The camp was completely lighted by this plant, which also fur.1ished power for a 
splendid open air theater and moving picture show. A large stockade enclosure 
containing over one thousand pine trees were erected and tbe tents pitched inside 
for use as a guard house. A complete field hospital containing operating room 
and X•ray room with all tents and floors framed was rapidly constructed. 

6. Throughout the month of Mey continual reports were received regarding the 
i nterference of the f orces under the canmand of 11.tanan Semeuoff with the opera
t ion of the .railroad., also of the enormous number of executions which were taking 
plaoe at various points between Manchuria City and Verkbne-Udinsk, notably at 
Adrianovka, Olovyannaya, Borzya and Makkavyevevo, as well as whipping'S of rail
road employees at other points in the sector. On May 28th Private Karas, Company 
".K'' 27th Infantry, a member of the l!ilitary Police b. the city of Verkhne--Udi nsk, 

in the execution of his offic e and in self-defence, killed Corporal Kra.koff of 
Semenoff's Cossacks, by shooting him with an aut omatic pistol. This Cossack, in 
Company with three other drunken -Cossacks, was on a. rampage assaulting American 
soldiers in a rooming house. Three men of the Milita:cy Pol.ice in trying to stq> 
this disturbance were assuulted by the Cossacks who attempted to draw their re
Tolvers and disarm the Military Police. Kraltoff was killed and the other Cossacks 
disarmed and arrested. They were then released to the Russinn authorities. A 
tull i nves : igation of the killing fully exonerated P1·i vate Karas. The affect 
ot this killing was mos t salutary and neither the Russian or the Cossack author
ities <pestioned the faot that the killing was fully justified and that Private 
Karas acted only in self-de:f'eme. Early in May and before t he Americans had taken 
over the sector at Verkhne-Udinslt and ·trysoveya, the interference of Semenoff and 
his officers am his military stat ion comma.ndatt s became apparent in the American 
sect or. On May 16th, they forcibly seized a car held by the Ansrican command anu 
threat ened to whip the, Rus8ian Caretaker if he r eported the facts. On Mey 28th, 
a train of seven cars in charge of Captain Gilleland, Russian Railway Service Coria, 
was 1n tlle Verkhne-Udinsk yards. '!1he armored train demanded that one care of the 
R.R. s. c. train be turned over to the armored train. This R.R. s. c. train was 
a work train engaged. in repairing and erecting telephone lines . The derro.nci was 
refused after which the officer in charge of the R. R. s. C. train was inform d 
that it the car was not turned orer within an hour the armored train would fire on 
him. bn r.Iay 29th the armored train opened its ports, manned its guns and traind. 
them on t hese cars, mioh had been placed under charge ot an .American guard, but 
did not fi re. In April Colonel Tomlovslcy, Commander o£ the Engineers Company oft 
the 9th Sibe~ian Division, c~ to Lieutenant Colonel Will iam c. Miller and re
quested assistame in getting his troops to the front, stating that he had twice 
bean ardered to proceed to the West to join Admiral Kolchak but that Semenoff 
would not pennit him to do so. He was informed by Colonel Miller that he, Colonel 
Miller, oould not at that time assist him. On or about May 15th the Adjutant to C 
Colonel Tomlovsky called on Colonel M0rro.v end requested him to assist in getting 
his company to the front, as Semenof:f's Com:-::aadant at Verkhne-Udinsk would not 
furnish him with transportation and if he should secure transportation that tm 
armored train "Merciless", th~n a t Verkhne-Udinsk, would prevent his moving troops 
to join Admiral Kolchalt. He was informed at that time that the .Americ ans had not 
yet taken orer t he railroad but that he would be given assistance when the guardiig 

ot the railroad was taken over by the Anerican f orces. On May 8th the crew of 
the armored train "Merciless" had threatened to whip certain railroad employees. 
On June 1st this annared tra. in moved out Of the YF,ra.s r~nd attacked the command 
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. 
camp Gad. Us own e l ec t r ic l igt.t plan t which was brougfit f rom H.aba.rovsk having 
p reviou.sly been secu red from the Russi an ware-hous es at Red jj.1ver Pri~on Camp. 
'lhe camp was col1l)?letely light ed by this plant, which also furnished p ower for a 
splendid open air theater and moving picture show. A large stooka.de enclosure 
containing over one thousand pine trees were erected and tbs tents pitched inside 
for use as a guard house. A complete field hospital cootaining operating room 
and x-rt3¥ room with all tents and floors tramed was r apidly oonstru.cted. 

6. Throughout t he month of May continua l reports were received regarding the 
interference of the fo rces under the c anrnand of Atanan Semenoff wi th the opera
tion of the railroad., also of the enormous number of execut ions wh i ch wer e taking 
place at various p oints between Manchuria Ci ty and Verkhne- Udinsk, notabl y at 
Adrianovka, Olovyannaya, Borzya and Makka.vyevevo, as wel l as whipp i ngs of rail
road employees at other points in the s ector. On May 28th Private Kar as , Company 
"K" 27th lnfantnr, a member of t he Military Police in the city ot Verkhne--Udinsk, 

in the execution of his o ff i c e and in self-defence, killed Corporal Krakott of 
Semenoft's Cossacks, by shooting him wi th an automatic pistol. This Cossack, i n 
Company with three other drunken -Cossacks, was on a rampage assaulting .American 
so l diers in a rooming house. Thre e men of the Militaey PoMce 1n trying to s top 
this disturbance were assault ed by the Cossacks who attmipted to draw their r e
volvers and disarm the Military Police. Krakotf wa s killed and the other Cossacks 
disarmed and arrested. They were then released to the Russian authorities. A 
tull inves cigation of the killing fully exonerated P1ivate Karas. The effect 
of this killing was most salutary and neither the Russian or the Cossack author
ities q.,.estioned the faot t hat the killing was fully justified and t hat Pr i vate 
Karas acted only in self-defence. Early in M~ and before t he Americ ans had t aken 
over t he sector at Verkhne-Udinsk and ·Mysov8i?'a, the interferenc e o f Semenof'f and 
hi a officers and his military s t a tion c ommand.alts became apparen t in the American 
s ect or. On May 16th, they :forcibly sei zed a car held by the .Aimrican command a.nu 
t hreat ened to whip t he Russian Caret aker if he reported the facts. On Mey 28th, 
a train of seven oars 1n oharg,e of Captain Gilleland, Russian Railway Service Corp, 
was 1n t he Verltbne-Udinsk yards. The a rmored train demanded tl:.a.t one care of t he 
B. R. s. c. t rain b e tur ned over to t he annored train. This R.R. s. c. train was 
l!, work t rain e ngaged in r epairing a nd e recting telephone lines. The derro ud was 
refused a ttar which the officer in charge of the R. R. s. C. train was inf'o:ne d 
t hat it' the car was not turned over within an hour the armored train would. fire on 
him. bn ~ 29th the armored train opened its ports, manned its guns and trainci 
them on t hese c a r s, which had b een placed under charge of an American guard, but 
did not f ire. In April Colonel Tomlovsey, Coi:i.'Ilander of tl:e Engineers Company oft 
the 9th Sibe; ian Div i si on, c~ to Lieutenant Colonel William c. Miller and re
quest ed assis t ame i n getting his troops to t he front, stating t hat he had twice 
bean ordered to pro(.; eed to the West to join Admiral Kolchak but that Semenoff 
would not pennit him to do so. He was informed by Colonel Miller t hat he, Colonel. 
Miller, could not at that time a.ssis t him. On or about Llay 15th the Adjutant to C 
Colonel Tomlovsky called on Colonel Morron e nd requested him to assist in getting 
his company to the front, as Semenoff's Coln!1andaut at Verkhne-Udinsk wruld not 
furnish him wiLh transporta tion and if he should secure transportation that tl'B 
armored train "Merciless", th~n at Verkhne-Ud.insk, would prevent his moving troops 
to join Admiral Kolchak. He was informed at t hat time that the ~·rn1ericans had not 
yet ta.{en over t Le railroad but that he would be given assistance when the gu.ardirg 

of tr.e railroad was taken over by the American forces. On May 8th the crew of 
the armored t r ain "Merciless" had t hreatened to whip certain railroad emr-loyees. 
On June 1st this a:nnored tra in moved out of t he ;12 ~;,_s ~.nd attacked the command 
of Colonel Tomlovsky, Commander of the Engineer Company of the 9th Siberian 
Di vision. :i:he .A.rre rican com!:1:1.nd was informed of this fact by the following com
munication: 

"Ar!l3rican Consul, Irkutsk. On June f irst, six officers and one 
hundred and f ive soldi ers of cry company took the train Number 21, 

between t h e stations DivisionHaya a nd ~ostovoi, and r eached the 
-9-
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station Selenga, bav ~ their own c ond;.lctors. At the station Selenga 
the station rmster Krisco, belonging to Semenoff's people, detained 
the train, having received from Verkhne-Udinsk the order to detain 
the train until the arrival of the rumored train. Five Officers and 
twelve soldiers took the steam engine und left for the station 
PosolQ}faya, where the steam engine was ca?monaded by the station master 
and the militiamen. The of'ficers and soldiers from the tr&.in answered 
and then all the seventeen men escaped with arms into the mountains in 
the Irkutsk direction. Six soldiers escaped from the train Number 21 
and arrived in Irkutsk by the trains Number 3 and Number 21. The soldia
Molodiko was witness when the Semenoff' s people arrested at the station 
Selenga seventy-four soldiers ~nd Praporshik Tokareff. ~he arrested 
soldiers were told that they will be whipped, and Praporshik Tokareff 
will be transported to the "hl.osc ow Dis trictW (shot). These arrested 
men were seen in the closed cars at the station Beresovka on June 2nd, 
umer the Japa nese convoy. Uy compaey ought to go to the Perm front 
according to the order of Kolchak dated .April 30th, No. 40228. This 
repeated four times, but the Semenof'f people as usu.al did not fulfill 
the order. Therefore it was decided to leave the company for it as a 
shame o serve with such people. On May 31 the company was very much 
ex.cited by the misundersta,1ding between your troops and the Sen:enoff 
people. Please give me your kini assistance in deliverance of my 
arrested soldiers and Praporshik Tikareff, who is to be shot, and 
to b r ing them to Irkutsk in order to sen,i them to the front. Colonel 
Tomlovsk:y, Commander of the Engineer Company, 9th Siberian Division." 

On investigation all o£ t he above facts were found to be correct and thirty-three 
prisoners were then on the annored train. 

7. In connection with these armar ad trains and so that a thorough 
understanding of the incidmt s that follc. rray be arrived at, it is necessary tra t 
the attitude of Atrunan Semenoff, and the officers and roon under his command, be 
thoroughly understood. The .t.~ rican canmand at Eabarovsk had had most grave 
and serious misunderstandings with .. Haman .Kalmykov who recot,nized only Ataman 
Semenoff as his superior. The hos tility or the Cossacks under Kalmykov at 
Habarovsk was transmitted in f ·.ll.l strength to ii.ta.man Semenoff and the Cos sacks 
under his oommmd. Upon the arrival :, f Colonel Morrow at Verkhne-Udinsk, the 
hostility ot the Cossacks and t 1 .e man from the armored trains was 1lil!!!8diately 
apparent. Freqnast claslles occurred between the indiTidual memberso:t the two 
comnands in which the Cossacks were uniformly the aggressors and uniformly cane 
out the wome for wear. A violent and slanderous propaganda had bean cond: :icted 
throu~out the city against the Americans prior to their arr1Ta1-. The people 
of' the c-ity were so· greatly influenced by this propaganda. that in every way 
they refused to associate or r.ave connections or dealiDgs with the Americans. 
On May 18th the Cossacks from the aimored train arrested three .American soldiers 
in Verkhne-Udinsk: and took them aboard t be armored train then lying in the rail-
road yards near the s ~at ion, kept them under guard for several hours and then, mount
ing about forty men, drove the three American soldiers throu~ the streets from 
the railroad station to the center or t he c i ty, a dstance of about one mile, 
aid o onfined ther.:i under ga,ard in t he City Commantant •s Office which is in the 
City Olub, (fobrania). The Provost :Marshal, Lieutenant Finney, 27th u. s. 
Infantry, requested the release or ·these soldiers. He was informed. by the 
otfioer in command t:tat they would not be released to the Americans ba.t would 
be turned over to the Japanese. A 1\111 report of the affair was rm.de to Che 
Commanding 0ffi cer about 7 A. M. First Lieutenant Walter T. Byrns 9 27th u. s. 
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ti h& train until the arrival of the annored train. Five Officer s and 
twelve soldiers took the steam engine and left tor the station 
Posol s.1faya 9 where t he steam engine was cannonaded by the station master 
and t he militiamen . The o:t:ticers and soldiers from the tMn answered 
and then all the sevente~ men escaped with arms into the mountains in 
the I rkutsk di recti on. Six soldiers escaped from the train Number 21 
and arrived in Irlmtslt by the trains Numb er 3 and Number 21. The soldia
Molodiko was witness when the Semenoft•s J?& ople arres ted at the station 
Selenga s eventy-fOUl' soldiers and Prap orshik Tokaref f. The arrested 
soldie rs were told that they wi l l be whipped. and P:raporshi k 'l'okaret:f' 
will be transported to the "Moscow Districtw (shot }. The se arr est ed 
men were seen in the cl osed cars at the station Beresovka on June 2nd 9 

um.er the Japanese convoy. My compa~ ought to go to the Perm front 
according to the order of Kolohak dated April 30th. No. 40228 . This 
repeat~d four t i mes, b ut the Semeno:ff people as usual did not fulfill 
the order. The r efore it wa s decided to leaTe the compaq for it as a 
shame o serve with such people. On lfay 31 the company was var:, much 
excited by the misunderstauding between your troo:ps and the Seirenof:f' 
people. Please give me your kim a ssistance i n deliveranoe ot msr 
arrested soldiers and Praporshik Tikare.ff, 11ho is to be shat • and 
to bring them to Irkutsk 1n order to s end them to the :front. Colonel 
Tomlovsky. Oozmnander of' t he Eng ineer Company, 9th Siberian Division." 

On i nvestigation all of the above t acts were found to be correct and thirty-three 
pri soners were then on the annored train. 

7. I n connect! on with these armored trains and so that a thorough 
underst anding Of the incidmts that follow rray be arrived at, it is necessary t:tat 
the attitude of .ataman Semenoff 9 and the officers and r!l8n under his command, be 
thoroughly unders t ood. The ~rm rican coounand at Eabarovsk had had most grave 
and serious mi sund.ers ta:ndings with Ataman .Ka.lmykov who reco t:niz ed only .Ataman 
Semenoff as his supe rior . The hos tility of' the Cossacks under Kalreykov at 
Habarovsk was tran smit tad in f --111 strength to .A.ta.man Semeuoff und the Cossacks 
under his oomrm.nd. Upon the arrival _ f Colonel Morrow at Verkhne-Udinsk, the 
hostility or the Cossacks and t - e men from the urmored trains was im'!18diately 
apparent. Freques t clasaes occurred between the individual memberso:t the two 
commands in which the Cossacks were uniformly the aggressors and uniformly came 
ou.t the wors e f or wear. A violent ll-nd slanderous propaganda had been cOnd"lCted 
throughout t h~ city against the Americans prior to their arrival-. The people 
of the city were so· greatly influenced by this propaganda that in every way 
they refused to associate or bave connections or dealings with the Americans. 
On May 18th the Cossac:i(s from the annored train arrested three ..:'. i:1erican soldiers 
in Verkhne-Udinsk and took them a bo ard t he armored train then lying in the rail-
road yards near the s .ation 9 kept them under guard for several hours and then, mount
ing about forty men, drove the three .american soldiers throul#J. the streets from 
the railroad station to the center of t he c ity. a dstance of about one mile, 
aid confined them under guard in the City Com:'.la ~1tant's Office which is in the 
City Club, (fobrania). The Provost .Marshal, Lieu.tenant Finney, 27th u. s. 
Inf an try, requested t he release of these soldiers. He was informed bt the 
officer in colll-na.nd t l"at tLe--J would not be released to the .Arrericans but would 
be turned over to the Japanese. 1,.. full rE:port of the J.ffair was rrade to the 
Commanding 0ffi cer about 7 .A. 1.:. First Lieu ten.ant Walter T. Byrns, 27th u. s. 
Infantry was sent to the Sobrania with a nessage to the Cossack Commander t ::ria t ra 
would im~ediately the American soldiers to him and if he did not release them the 
.American command would des troy his fo r ces and. the Sobro.nia wic h it. The soldiers 
were im-oodiately rele a sed to Lieutenant Byrns. The day following this incident• 
the Commanding Officer called on Ge:.ieral hlejack. llilitary aovernor of Verkhne
Udinsk, and had & conf'ereme with him rega rding the a rr.,,s!s and holding of 
.Anarioan soldiers. This conference was in ev ·ry way agreeable and a complete 

undin-standing was arrived at with G~ner..~l L:e_jack that A.me rican soldiers should 
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not be arrested by Russian officers or men unless it was absolutely necessary 
to prevent violence, and if' men were so arrested tr;ey were to be imnediately 
released to American officers upon a proper demand fran Headquarters, and that 
the Ansrican Military Police, already established in che city of' Verkhne-Udinsk , 
would not arrest an.y msmber of' the Civilian population but would only be cr..arged 
with the duty Of arresting men of the .American com.-rrand. As the conf ,ranee was 
clositig, General Korwin Petroski, t ha Civil Governor, came into General ~ejack's 
Office, a.."ld, upon being informed of the agreement between the .American Comma.'1.der 
and General Mejaok, said that he, as Civil Governor of the Province, would not 
agree to the understanding that had been entered into between General l:ejack and 
the .Anarican Commamer. That the iunericans could not am would not be permitted 
to station .Arrerica.n L:ilitary Police in the city of Varkhne-Udinsk and that he, 
as Ci vll Governor, would arrest .tiJnerican soldiers when and where he pl,eased, and 
would hold t hEm in conf' inement as long as he pl eased, tba t he w ruld try th em by 
court , under the Russian law, and punish them under the Russian law, and that the 
.Am&rican Military Pol ice must at once be remcwed. He was inf :... rrred b:,r Colonel 
Morrow that .America:is wQJ.ld maintain a llilita.ry Police in the city of Verkhne
Ud.inSlt , and that they would not be r an oved by him or anyone else, that if General 
Petroski , ar t he milit i a which he conumnded, arrested any American soldiers and did 
not immediately release them on demand, they wOllld be taken aw~ from him by force. 
It was further suggested. to him that ha at once bring this mtter to a practical 
conclusion by arresting an .Anerican soldier and refusing to release him or attempto 
try him and await tm consequences. This , General Petrovski refused to do. Gener! 
Petrovsld is a creature or Semenotf's - a mountebank aud a clown. who openly 
ezpressed his hostility to the Americans and c a lled t hem the enemies of Russia,J. and 
took no pains to conceal h is ill-will and dislike for the Ai,1ericans in general. 
He was an aotive agent in the propaganda against the Americans. 

a. On J.~ 5th, ~n from the unnored train "J:..erciless" whipped the Master 
Mechanic J. K. Apbanasiev. (See statement Of Mr. ApahasieT hereto appended marked 
"D" ). The a.nnored trains of Semenoff, by the i r continual whipping o:f the railroad 
enployee-s, the terror which· thEU inspired in the officials as well as the enplo::,-es 
o~ the railrcad, t ::. eir constant int eri'ere~e wl. th passenger and freight traffic, w 
were daily and hourly growing worse.- The inter:terell)e had reached such a stage 
that it could no longer be tol erated if the Amari can c anrm.nd was to enforce the 
procla.'Ilat i on of Genera l Graves of April 21st. On June 8th, the Commanding Officer 
went to Beresovka and a conference occurred at that place of' which the fo llowing is 
a true record: 

"Notes on a conference re~ sted by Colonel Morrow a. t the office 
ot Brigadier General Yoshie, Imperial Japanese Arm:, at Beresovlm. be
glnning at 4t30 P. M., June 8th, 1919,at which following were present: 

General. Mejack, Llilitary Governor Za.ibaikal Di strict. 
Brigadier Gen erdl Yoshie, Imperial Japanese lu-my, and a St :..f':f Officer. 
General Panchenco, Conman.ding Russian troops at Beresovlta. 
Colonel c. H. Morrew, Com...'"'la?lding American troops in Verkhne-Udinsk, 

~sovaya sector. 
1st. Lieutenant John James, Adjut an~ to Colonel Morrow. 
Russian Interpreter, Mr. Siverma.n. 
Japanese Int erpreter, Lie·_itenan t Minami . 

Colonel Morrow presented to the Russian and Japanese Generals a copy 
Of' letter from A~erican Consul dated June 3, 1919, i nclosing a translation of' 
a letter from Colonel Tomlovsky, Commander of an Engineer Company of the9th 
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1l'OUld u~ arrest any mamber or tbs Civilian population but would only be charged 
1ti th the duty of arresting men or the .knerican comnand. As the cont~rence was 
closi~, General Korwin Petroski, the Civil Governor, came into General ?.!ejack's 
Office, and, u;pon being informed of the agreement between the American Commander 
and GenQI"al Mejack, said that he, as Civil Governor of the Provinoe, would not 
agree to the understanding that had been entered into between General llejack and 
the American Comma.mer. That the Americans could not am would not be permitted 
to station .Am3ricanM1l1tary Police in the city of Verkhne-Udinsk and that he, 
as 01 vil Governor, would arrest American soldiers when and where he pl,eased, and 
would hold t hElll in continement as long as he pleased, that he wcnld t 'ry them by 
court, under the Russian la.w, and punish them under the Russian law, and tha.t the 
American Military Police must at once be remaired. Be was 1nforned by Colonel 
Morro.v that .American.a woald maintain a Military Police in the city of Verkhne
UdinSk, and t l:at they would not be ranoved by him or anyone else~ that if General 
Petroski, or tha militia which he coJl1Il!Ulded, arrested any .American soldiers and did 
not immediately release them on demand, they wOllld be taken ~ from him by force . 
lt was further suggested to him that ha at once bring this matter to a pract_ical 
conclusion by arresting an Amrican soldier and refusing to release him or atter!'lPtb 
try him and await t~ consequences. This, General Petro,-sld. refused to do. Genera 
Petrovski is a creature of Semenof'f's - a m011ntebank and a clown, wbo openly 
expressed his hostility to the Americans and c a lled them the enemies of Russia't). and 
toOk no pains to conceal his lll-will and dislike for the Americans in general. 
He was an active agent in the propaganda against the Americans. 

a. On Mq 6th, m3n :from ths armored train ".i,..erciless" whipped the Master 
Mechanio J. K. Aphanasiev. (See statement of Mr. Apahasiev hereto appended marked 
"l>"). The amored trains of Semenof:t, by their c ontinual whipping of the railroad 
enployaes, the terror which· thEU inspired in the officials as well as the enplo:,.-es 
ot the railrc:8d, tteir constant int erfere~e wl th passenger and freight traffic, w 
were daily and hourly growing worse.- ~he interfereme rad reached such a stage 
that it could no longer be tolerated if the American canrrand was to enforce the 
proclamation Of General Graves or April 21st. On June 8th, the Connna.nding Officer 
went to Beresovka and a conference occurred at that place of which the following is 
a true record: 

"Uotes on a conference requested by Colonel MorrON at the office 
of Brigadier Gene ral Yoshie, Imperial Japanese -'trrrry at :Seres ovka be
ginning at 4t30 P. M., June 8th, 1919,a.t which following were present: 

General Mejack, Military Governor Za ibaikal District. 
Brigadie r Generc.U. Yoshie, Imperial. Japanese Army, and a St .... ff Officer. 
General Panchenco, Commanding Russian troops at Beresovka. 
Colonel c. H. Morrw, Commanding American troops in Verkhne-Udinsk, 

Mysovaya sector. 
1st. Lieutenant John James, Adjutan: to Colonel Morrow. 
Russ i an Interpreter, Mr. Sivernan. 
Japanese Interpreter, Lie ,t enan t Minami. 

Colonel Morrow presented to the Russ fan c.nd Japanese Ge !1er""ls a copy 
Of letter from .A~ erican Consul dated June 3, 1919, inclos ing a translation of 
a letter from Colonel Tomlovsky, Commander of an Engineer Company of the9th 
Siberian Division, relative to the attack on his company at Selenga and arrest 
of his officers and men by Semenoff's forces on June 1st, 1919. (Translation 
of the letter from Colonel Tomlovsky quoted in paragr~h 6 of this communica
tion.) 

General Yoshie - "I do not kn.cm the facts of the case, but I believe 
that the statements of Colonel Tomlovslcy are true." 

ll 
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Colonel Morrow •"Thirty-three r.-an from Engineer Company referred to are 
no.v held by armored train at the station (Verkhne-Udinslt)." 

General Yoshie - 'I have no direct con.earn about this matter and will 
therefore give Colonel MorrON my personal opinion, not my official opinion." 

Colon&l Morrow - •on May 8th, 1919, the crew of the annored car threaten4 
to whip certain railroad employees, May 16th, seized a car mld by American 
Conmander, and threatened to whip Russt:.n caretaker if he reported the facts. 
Mq 28th, a train of seven oars u.nder cha.:cge of an American R.R.s.c. Officer 
was in the Vc. rkhne-Udinsk: yards. The armored train derm.nded. that one car of 
the R.R.s.c. train be turned over to the annored train. '.i.'he demand wa"' refused 
after which the Officer in charge of tbe R.R.s.c. train was info:rne d that if 
car was not turned over within an hour t.he armored train would fire upon him. 
~ 29th, 1919, annored train opened its ports, manned its guns and trained 
them on a oar under charge of an Ai;ierican guard. June l st, 1919, annored car 
moves out of yards and holds up train at Salenga, arresting certain military 
passengers. ~he above reci t ed facts rrake it clear tbat the armored train does 
interfere with traffic and is a menace to the American sect or and must there
fore move out of the .i'..:-::erican sector c:.nd I request tmt Ge:1eral Yoshie and 
fteneral Mejaok assist me to have the annored car rr,mOV'ad from Am'lrioan Sector 
within 24 hours. I am responsible for security of railroad, if armored car 

does not move within 24 hours from 5 P.M., June 8th, 1919, I will make battle 
on it." 

General Yoshie - 'I understand annored car used to treat people as 
Colonel Morrow states, whip employees, etc., but at t he same time the armored 
car helps to stop the Bolsheviks and to arrest s:1Spects.' 

Colonel Morrow - 'I do not desire.bloodshed but must carry out my 
orders. The ru:mored oar interferes with the Arrerio an guard, int er£eres with 
passengers, shop up train No. 21, June 21st. It must go.' 

Ge:1era.l Panchenco - 'The Engineer Company ar,prehended and arrested 
by the annored car left Beresovka without authority and it was at my request 
that the armored car acted on June 1st. The annored car is under orders of 
Lieutenant Colonel Lvoff, Commanding Russia n troops at Palk Barrac:ir...s, but this 
time they went out at my request.' 

Colonel Morrow to General Panchenco - 'Did you know the Anerican 
Command was in charge Of the guarding of the railroad in this sectort' 

General Panchenco - 'I did not.' 

Colonel Morrow - 'But I of'f'icially infonned you of that fact. The 
armored car has no righ t t o fight in the American sector without the knowledge 
of the .American Cormrander.' 

General Mejack - • I can move the armored car on my own orders. 
Will Colonel Mor:ro.v be responsible for the safety of country in vicinity 
of railroad if' armored car is mi.JV edf' 

Colonel Morrow - 'Yes, if you desire to seni .armored car in t o the 
American sector to apprehend criminals I will give necessary pennission. • 

General Yoshie - 'l understand that annored train did threaten 
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ene ~e - y- !:..&W"e no 111.rec; co::e~ a.oom. .;ms ma.~ ter ano. w1J..1. 

t.ber&fore give Colonel Marrow my personal opinU)n, not my Official opinion." 

Colonel Morrow - •0n May 8th, 1919, the crew Oi' the · azmored car threaten4 
to whip certain railroad employees, Ma:y 16th, seized a car mld by AmericaD 
Conmander, and threatened to whip RussiD.n caretaker if he rap orted the facts. 
Ms:g 28th, a train of seYen cars under charge or an American B.R.s.o. Officer 
was in the V 0rkhne-Udinslt yards. The armored train der.anded that one car ot 
the R.R.s.c. train be turned over to the annored train. The demand was re-fused 
after which the Officer in charge of the R.R.s.c. train was inforne d t -hat it 
car was not turned over within an hour the armored train would tire upon him. 
Mq 29th, 1919, annored train opened its ports, manned its guns and trained 
them on a oar under charge Of an American guard. June 1st, 1919, armored car 
moves out of yards and holds up trein at Sal enga. arresting certain military 
passengers. The above recited facts r.nke it Clear t:W.t the annored train does 
interfere with traffic and is a menace to the American sector and must there
fore move out of the Arn r:ic a n sector and I request that Geiieral. Yoshie and 
eeneral Mejack assist me to have the armored oar removed from Am-9rioan Sector 
within 24 hours. I am responsible for security Of railroad, if" armored car 

does not move within 24 hours from 5 P.M., June 8th, 1919, I will make battle 
on it•" 

General Yoshie - 'I understand armored car used to treat people as 
Colonel Morrow states, whip employees, etc., but at the same time the armored 
car helps to stop the Bolsheviks and to arrest suspects.' 

Colonel llorrow - 'I do not desire.bloodshed but !mlSt carry out my 
orders. The annored car interferes with the American guard, int erteres with 
passengers, shop up train No. 21, June 21st. It must go.' 

Ge_1 eral Panchenco - 'The Engineer Company apprehended and arrested 
by the aimared ear left Beresovka wi. thout authority and it was at my request 
that the a nnored car acted on June 1st. The azmored car is under orders of 
Lieutenant Colonel Lvoff, Commanding Russian troops at Pa:rl! Barracir..s, but this 
time th~ went out at my request.' 

Colonel Morrow to Ge :1eral Panchenco - 'Did you know the .American 
Command was in charge ot tr..e guarding or the railroad in this sectort' 

General Panchenco - • I did not • ' 

Colonel Morrow - 'But I off'ic ially informed you of that fact. The 
armored car has no right to fight in the AmP.rican sector without the knowledge 
or the American Co~rrander.' 

General Mejack - 'I can move the armored car on my own orders. 
Will Colonel Morrow be responsible for the safety of country in vicinity 
of railroad if annored car is m'.Nedf' 

Colonel fuOrrow - •Yes, if you desire to send armored car into the 
~rican sector to ap t, rehend criminals I will give necessary permission.' 

Ge~1eral Yoshie - 'I understand that annored train did threaten 
.American ~rds at V •rkhne-Udinsk, did threaten and arr':lst passengers but the 
.Engineer Company stopped was running away, and l cannot agree to propos[..l to 
open fire on armored. train.• 

Colonel Morrcm - 'To all. I ask you as the American Com>nander in 
charge of guarding the railroad and as the po;ver responsible for its full 

operation to rEmove the armored car from this sect or and prevent bloodshed 
-12-

The
  F

ils
on

  H
ist

ori
cal

  S
oc

iet
y



in the city and a conflict between armed forces. I tell you this car is and 
las been and continues to tbreaten the operations of the railroad, and the 
l1 ves of its entiloyees. I tall you this in order tbat you lll9.Y be fully in-
f'orze d. I cannot carry out mu orders if the car remains here.' 

Colonel Morrow to General Yoshie - 'What action will the Japa.nese taken w 
when I open fire?' 

Gener-c.J. Yoshie•s reply to Colonel Morrow - 'If you open fire of course 
the Japo.nese A.rrey will stand neutral, but I personally think that it is not 
quite right to fire on such short nociice. Of course if a battle occurs I am 
under orders of ... ieutenant General Oba, rcy division commander. l hope that no 
such trouble oocurs in the vie ini ty of' my command. I request you to ask 
Ataman Semenoff to take the armored car aw,ay. I will ask Lieutenant General 
Oba to use his influence to have the annored car removed.' 

Ge;:;era.l Me.jack - 'I am not in charge of the annored train but Ataman 
Semenoff is in charge of it. I will transmit to him the request of Colonel 
:MorrOIV for the rE1I1oval of the car. I consider twenty four hours a.rqple time f~ 
the annored car to be rEII!oved.' 

General Yoshie - ''.(his s different from the policy of the Japanese which 
is to let the Russi i:.ns sett le small affairs the J apanese troops only being sem 
against large forces. 

Colonel Morrow - 'I am charged wi-h the ;;ood operation of the railroad 
and am carrying out an Allied agreement to which both the Russians and Japanea 
a.re a. part. The Allies put ns here, not .i!rerica. I am carrying out orders, 
when the armored car opposes me t opposes the Allies and the Omsk Government. 
It is the Americm Comnander•s duty to decide what consistutes a menace to or 
an interf'et•ence with the railroad and to determine the action to be taken. It 
is your du:tyto support me.in tha"t action I do not int end to permit the a.rmora 
oar to go 'Up and down the American sector interferring with traffic and arrest
ing and killing passengers without any legal right or authori ty . 

Colonel Mvrrow to Generals Mejack and Panehenco - 'I request you to 
comrmmicate mg dermnds and the reasons therefore to the armored car Co?lll!landern 
and a.sk him to take his oar Ea.st, not West. In case the armored car does not 
move by 6:00 P.M. tomorrow, I request you to notify all peOple at or in the 
vicinity of' the railroad station and yards, to move 011t of the line of fire 
and to issue orders to the troops at Park Barracks that they must n_ot attelll.Pt 
to cross the riTer trom now on and the troops at Beresovka that they must not 
ant er the city or V.erkhne-11dinsk :trom this time until the quest ion of the· 
annored. oar is settled. After 5:00 P.M., June 9th, the Russian troops now in 
the city mus; rema.inin their barracks pending disposition ot armored train. 
This to pravent a genaz-J conflict in the oi ty. 

General Ilejack - 'In reply to t e ulti!!atum of Coionel Morrow, l desire o 
to say t at I consider t ~.e dermnti for trie removal of the aimored car unlawful 
and as not rmeting tr•..e si t...ation and an interference in tr.e administra.t ion ot 
the Russiun Government and its guarding of law and order, against all this I 
protest. I cons der it necessary to have an aimored train in the Ame rican 
sector for my needs. I s h.11 report this entire affair to my superior author
ities as the [:.nnored car .is in charge or Ataman Semenott in the district in 
'\Shieh I govem. • 

The
  F

ils
on

  H
ist

ori
cal

  S
oc

iet
y



---- "&" · - -

t'orm d. I can.not carry Ottt mu orders if the car re!!!ains here.' 

Colonel Morrow t o General Yoshie - 'What acUon will the Japanese taken w 
when I open fire?' 

General. Yoshi&'s reply to Colonel Morrow - 'It yoti open fire of course 
the Japanese Artey will stand neutral, but I personally think that it is not 
quite right to tire on such short nomice. or course it a battle occurs I am 
under orders of l.ieutena.nt General Oba, m:, division commander. I hope that no 
such trouble occurs in the vie ini ty of my command. I request you to ask 
Ata.nan Semenot:f to tak: e the armored car aw,.~y. I will ask Lieutenant General 
Oba to use his influence to have the annored car removed.' 

Ge11eral Mejack - 'I am not in charge of the annored t rain but Ataman 
Semenoff is in charge of it. I will transmit to h im the reques t of Colonel 
Marro.iv for the rf!lloval of the car. I consider twenty four hours ~le time f~ 
the annor&d oar to be ra:noved.' 

General Yoshie - 'This s differena; from the policy of the Japanese which 
is to let the Russi &ns sett le small affairs the Japanese troops only being se:dl 
a.gains t large forces. 

Colonel Morrow - • I am charged wi .h the f;Ood. operation of the railroad 
and am carrying out an Al lied agreement to which both the Russians and Japanea 
are a part. The Allies put DB here, not Airerica. I am carrying out orders, 
when the armored car opposes me t opposes the Allies and the Omsk Govel'Ill!lent. 
It is the .Americat Oomnander'a duty to decide what consistut es a menace t o or 
an inter£e1.•ence with the railroa d an ti to determine the action to be taken. It 
is your dt1,tyt o support me.in that action I do not int end to permit the armord. 
car to go up and down the American sector interferring with traffic and arras• 
ing and killing passengers wi thout any legal ri ?,ht or authori ~y. 

Colonel .Mvrrow to Ge:1erals Mejack and Panchenco - 'I request you to 
communicate m:, demnds and the reasons ti1eref'ore to the armored car Col'Ill~ndern 
and ask him to take his car East, not West. In case the armored car does not 
move by 5:00 P.M. tomorrow, I request y ou to notify all people at or in the 
vicinity of t he ra ilroad station and yards, to move out of the line of fire 
and to issue orders to the troop s at ?ark Barracks that they must n_ot atten;pt 
to cross the river from nCWI on a nd the troops at B-'lresovka that they must not 
ant er the city of V.erkhne-Jdinsk from this time until the quest ion of the· 
annor&d oar is settled. After 5: 00 P.M., June 9th, the Russiv.n troops now in 
the city must remainin their barrac~s pending di~ os ition of armored train. 
This to prevent a.gener-..J. conflict in theoity. 

General 1{ejack - 'In reply to t e ultfratum of Co..i.onel Morrow, l desire o 
to say t at I consider t ~.e dem.,,.ni.1. for the removal of the annored car unlawful 
and as not naeting the situation and an interference in tre administration of 
t~ Russ L.n Government and its g..iarding of law und order, against all this I 
protest. I cons der it necessury to have an annored train in the ii.merioan 
sector for my needs. I s h...,11 report this entire affair to my superior author
ities as the .:-.. nnored car is in charge of ii.taman Semenoff in the di strict in 
m ich I govem. ' 

Colonel Tu:orrow - 'I believe this brings our conference to a close.• 

JOHN J,JJ.!ES 
Lst. ~ieut., 27th Infantry, 

.Acting adjutant, 
RECORDER" 
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At 5: 00 P. M. of the same day, June 8 t h, the following telegram was sent to Field 
Ataman SemenOf'f: 

"Verkhne-Udinsk, Siberia, June 8th, 1919. 
Fi eld At aman Semenof'f, Chit a.. On account Of int erterence with the 
railroad, seizure ot cars, violation of all orders, int erference with 
and throo t ening attitude to.-,ards my guard and the railroad e!Yl)loyees, 
umisciplined and unwarranted obstruction of passenger traffic, inter
ference with wo~ing p arties,etc., I req'\8s t the immediate removal 
of the annored cars now here to C_hita. Their presence end.angers the 
railroad and under my orders l will forcibly destroy them if they are 
not r ancwed by f'iTe P Me t omorrow June ninth. As commauier of this 
sector under the Alli ed a greement :.:..nd the agreement wi ;;h the supreme 
dictator for the guarding o f the railroad, I request their removal 
in order to prevent bloodshed. I will write you a fully explanation of 
this entire aff'air t omorr ow. I feel that you will fully agree with me 
W'r,en you receive this r eport . rhis is for the best interest of all 
concerned and I reqmst y our co operation and prcmpt agreement with my re
cpest . I have fully informed t }, e Japanese comma.mer and th-3 Russitm 
General here of my decision and intention. Morrow, Commander, u. s. 
Troops , Baika 1 Sect or." 

To ca rry i nto e:ttect the ultirm.tum which bad been given to General Mejack, General 
Panohenco, and the ·annored train, Company " I " with two nachine guns was sent to a 
point about two versts west of the V ➔rkhne-Udinsk railroad sta tion t o control 
the r oads leadin g f rom Beresovka t o the city of Verkhne -Udinsk. Three 37-MM guns 
were entrenched during the night at points 800 a,nd 1200 yards t o t he east of the 
annored tra in, Company "L" wi h two one pound r ap id f i re Poms -Poms and t he re
nal nder Of' the Machine Gun: Company under the COllll'!la.!ld of Li eutenant Colonel William 
c. Miller, were sent t o the high ground West Of' the Uda River to prevent the Ccssacks 
than stationed at the Park Barracks from crossing the river and entering the city. 
Two platoons were sent into the city under the comnand of Captain Wuite to control 
the ci ty barr acka. These dispas it ions prevented a. concentration of the Russian 
torces and l ett the Ame ric an c ommand in t h 9 cent el' or tese f orces intact. .All · , 
det achments and Olltpos t s were connected by telephone with the Headquarters at the 
c anp which cccq,1ed a centra l positi on as r egards t h e detachment s . On June 9th,. 
a.t 8: 30 A. :u •• t he foll owing t el egram was r eceived from General Yos hie, 

rtJune 9th, 1919. Telegram from General Yoshie to Mr. 
Mi nami. Transmit the following to Col onel Morrow, 'I understood your 
r equest to be reasonable onae, but as 1 think it orar more it is hard 
to believe that this demand sh ould be made directly, because anyhow 
it is a demani on Russian troops. Therefore I think it will be much 
bett er for the interest of the fut ure if we both rep ort t o Vladivostok 
for a settlement by the commander in chief or the Allied t roops , so 
that I wish you most tho;,;ghtf'Ully further consider y our action. Yoshie." 

To wr.ich t he Command ing Officer replied as f ollows: 

"Headquarters Twent y-Seventh Inrantey, Verkhn&-Udinskt Siberia, 
June 9th, 1919. Major General Yoshie , Imperial J apanese .Army, 
thr ough Mr. Minami. I acknowledge receipt of your letter of t his 
morning. I have givfil. this grave natt er the most profound consider• 
a.ti on. I have sent .Ataman Semenof'f a. telet?ram. a conv of whfoh 
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?ie!d Ataoan Secenot'f, Chita. On a.ccoun: of inte~erence with the 
ra.ilr~d, seizure of cars, violation or all orders, interference with 
and threl:'. tening attitude towards my guard and the railroad enployees, 
umisciplined and unwarranted obstruction of passenger traffic, i~ter
f'erence vlith woj,iking pm-ties,etc., I requut the inmadiata r emoval 
of the annored cars now here to O.hita. Their presence endangers the 
railroad and under my orders 1 will forcibly destroy them if they are 
not removed by five P M. tomorrow June ninth. As comma.mer o~ this 
sector under the Allied agreement ~nd the agreement with the supreme 
dictator f or the guarding of the railroad, I reque st their rooioval 
in order to p:reven t bloodshed. I will write you a f'ully elq>lanation o:t 
this ent ire affair tomorrow. I fee l that you will fully agree with me · ·; 
wren you receive this report. This is fo r tha best · interest of all 
concerned a.nd I reqmst your cooper-at ion and prcmp t agreement with my re"! 
~ est. I have fully i nformed the Japanese comma.rd er and the Russian 
Gener-""1 here of my decision and intention. Morrow, Commander, u. s. 
Troops, Baikal Sec tor." 

'l!o carry into effect the ultirm.tum which had been given tQ General Mejack, General 
Pa.nohenco, and the · annored train, Company "I" with two mchine guns was sent to a 
point about two versts west of the V':l rkhne-Udinsk railroad station to control 
the roads leading from Beresovka to the city or Verkhne-UdinSk. Three 37-MM guns 
were entrenched during the night a.t points 800 and 1200 yards to the east ot the 
annored t1"ain, Company "L" w1 h two one pound rapid fire Po.ms -Poms and the re
nainder ot t he ~chine Gun Company under the command or Lieutenant Colonel William 
o. Miller, were sent to the high ground West or the Uda River to prevent the Ocssacks 
then stationed at the ?am Barracks from crossing the river and entering the city. 
Two platoons were sent into t he ci ty under the comn:and of Captain Waite to control 
the city barracks. These dispcs it ions prevented a concentration of the Russian 
torces and left the Ame ric an command in· the cent er of tese forces intact. All ; ·, 
detachments and oa.tposts were connected by telephone with the Headquarters at the 
canp mich ooctlpied a central position as regards the detachments. On June 9th,_ 
at 8: 30 a• M., the followixlg telegram was received .from General Yoshie: 

"June 9th, 1919. Telegrc.1.JI1 from General Yoshie to Mr. 
Minami. Transmit the following t o Colonel .Morrow, 'I understood your 
r eques t to be r easonable onoe, but as I t hink it over more it is hard 
to believe that this demand should be made directly, because anyhow 
it is a der.ia.ni on Russian troops . ~herefore I think it will be mu.ch 
better for th':) interest of the f u~ ure if we both report to Vladivostok 
for a se ttlement by the commander in chief Of the Allied troops, so 
that I wish you most thO..;ghtfUlly further consider your actiou. Yoshie." 

To wdch the Comma.nd.ing Officer replied as follows: 

11Head.quar t ers Twenty-Seventh Infantry, Ve1idme-Udinsk, Siberia, 
June 9th, 1919. Maj or General Yoshie, Imperial Japanese Army, 
thr ough :Mr. Minami. I acknowledge receipt or your letter of this 
morning. I :have given this grave natter the most profound consider
ation. I have sent .A. taman Semenoff a telegram, a copy of which 
~: • Minazni will give you. I c:-m given to this course of action and 
mu.st pursue it. I rely on your official promise Of yesterday that 
in event of a conflict between my forces and the annored car that you 
would remain neutral. I trust that you will be abl-~ to prevent this 
conflict by wiring Ge::1.er l Uba to have the armored car removed from 
the American sector. Colonel u. s. Army, Commanding Baikal Sector." 
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On June 9th .at 10:00 A.M., Colonel Kasai and Major T. Fukisawa, Imperial 
Japanese Army, 33rd regiment of Infantry, called on Colonel Morrow at the American 
Headquarters. Tbe following conversation took pl~e, 

"Ultimatum of the JaJ>.::i.nese delivered to Colonel c. H. Morrow, Corrmanding 
27th U. 8. Infantry at American Headquarters, Verkhne-Udinsk, June 9th, 1919, by 
Colonel Kasai and Maj or T. Fukisawa, Imperial Jai:anese A.riey, 33rd regiment of 
Infant'l'9. 

Colonel Kasai - 'l have been sent to you by General Yoshie. lhere were so 
macy people at the con.fe-rence yesterdey that he fears that he might not have 
made himself' 0 1 ear so he has sent ma here t o mak e a full statement of the Japanese 
position. Due -- to the t.aot that Russians were present at the conference of yester
da.v, General Yoshie could not say certain things he desired to say. ' (Colonel Kas-
ai then makes a reference to note from Gener~l Yoshie, dated June 9th, 1919, quoted 
in paragraph 8, page 24, of this c anmunication)' 'General Yoshie says even annored 
trains comes under dispatch of Russian troops. Even Russi ans could not order 
aimored tr~n to leave from Verkhne-Udinsk. No one can direct rEmoval of annored 
train Without authority from Allied Commander, so that is necessary that the armored 
train remain here until orders for its rooioval is received fran General Otani. 
General Yoshiie therefore asks Colonel Morrow to suspend t:he execution of his, Col
onel Morrow's order directing a:nnored train to remove at 5: 00 P. 11:., June 9, 1919, 
until receipt or instructions from General Otani. l ask your decision in the matter.• 

Colonel Morr~ then handed telegram dated June 9th, 1919, and addressed :o General 
Yoshie which contains decision requested. (Telegram quoted in para.graph 8, page 24, 
of this communication). Mr. ?linami re~d telegram to Colonel Kasai and lla.jor Fukisawa. 

Colonel Uorrow - 'Does General Yoshie promise to remain neutral still remain 
good, if' I fire upon the armored car, and ii' not, what steps will General Yoshie tak:ef' 

Colonel Kasai - ' General Yoshie states that Japanese will keep their promise and 
remain neutral in case of an armed co'...lf' lict between the Amel'ican forces and tm armor
ed car in the A.!Mrioan sector. But if you fire on annored car and all Russian troops 
oppose you am a large battle ensues, the Japanese will be unable to remain ouf Of the 
oontliot. ill qaestions Will be settled if aimored car is ren:loved, so tl:.at I again 
ask you to wait for the decision of General Otani.' 

Colonel l::orr ow - 'In case a conflict does occur mich side will the Japanese take?' 

Colonel Kasai - 'Of course we do not expect a general battle, but if it does 
occur, I can ot give an answer at this time as t o the side the Japanese would take. 
This matter is solely a question of the rooioval of the a:nnored train. If Colonel 
Morr~ will not suspem:1 his order for the removal of the a:nnored train the Japanese 
will take the an:nored train to Beresovka and prevent the Americans troops :trom firing 
upon it'. 

Colonel Morrow - 'Then I understand you to say that the Japanese say they will 
resist by force the renoval Of the a.mored oar by t he A!;lerican troops from the 
American sector and that the Japanese accept full responsibility for any t hing that 
m~ occur as a result of their action and will remove the annored car to Beresovka 
and. protect it against the American troops. ' 

Colonel Kasai - 'That is correct.• 
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"tn.timatum Of the Japanese delivered to Colonel c. H. Morrow, Comnanding 
27th u. s. Infantry at American Headquarters, Verkhne-Udinsk, June 9th, 1919,· by 
Colonel Kasai and Major T. Fukisawa , Imperial Japm.ese Army,. 33rd regiment of 
Infantry. 

Colonel Kasai - 'l have been sent to y-ou by General Yoshie. There were so 
many people at tbe con.ta-ranee yeste~ that he fears that he might not have 
made himsel:f' c l ear so he has sent me here to mke a t"a.11 sta t ement ot the Japanese 
position. Due . to the :fact that Russians were p.-esant at the conference of yester
o.a.v. General Yoshie could not say certain things h e desired to say. ' (Colonel Kas-
ai then mkes a reference to note from Genera l Yoshie, dated June 9th, 1919, quoted 
in paragraph 8,. :page 24,. of this c anmunication)' 'General Yoshie says even amored 
trains comes under dispatch ot Russian troops. Even Russia.us could not order 
a imored tr~n to .leave f rom Verlthne-Udinsk. No one can direct rEmoval of annored 
tra in without authority from Allied Commander, so that is necessary that the armored 
tra in ·remain he re until orders fo r it s ranov al is rece1 ved fron General Otani. 
Gene r al Yoshi,e therefore asks Col onel Morrow to suspend the exeou.tion of his, Col
onel Morrow's order directing annor ed train to r emove a t 6 : 00 P.M., June 9, 1919, 
until receipt or instructions from General Otaui . I ask your decision in the matter.• 

Colonel Morr ovr then handed t elegram dated June 9th, 1919, and addressed : o General 
Yoshie which contains decision requested. (Telegram quoted in paragrl:l)h a·,. page 24,. 
of this commmioation). Mr. Jlinami read telegram to Col one l Kasai and Major Fukisa.wa. 

Colonel lCOrrow - ' Does General Yoshie promise to remain neutral still reimin 
good , if 1 fir e upon the armored c ar, and i f not,. what steps will General Yoshie tatef' 

Col onel Kasai - 'General Yoshie states that Japanese will keep their promise and 
remai n neutr a l in c ase of an armed co1,flict b 1:: tween the American :forces and tm armor
•d car in t he .4.n'r3 ric an sector. But if you fire on annored car and all Russian troops 
oppose you and a large ba ttle ensues, the Japanese will be unable to remain ouf Of the 
contlict. All qu es tions Will be set tled if annored car is removed, so ttat I again 
ask you t o wait tor t he decision of General Otani.' 

Colonel t:orrOR - • In case a conflict does occur mich side will the Japanese take?' 

Colonel Kasai - 'Of course we do not expect a general battle,. but if it does 
occur, I c a n:-iot g i ve an answer a t thi s t ime as to the side the Japanese would take. 
Thi s m tt er i s s ol ely a question of t he removal of the annored train. If Colonel 
Morrow will not suspend his order for the removal of the a nnored train tbe Japanese 
will t ake the a.nnor ed train to BeresoV'ka and prevent the A'71ericans troops from firing 
upon it'. 

Colonel Morrow - 'Then I understand you to say that the Japanese say they will 
resist by force the ran oval of the a.nnored car by '·.he Ar.i erican troops from the 
A.'!lerican sector and that the Japanese accept full responsibility for any thing that 
lill.\V cccur as a result of their action and will remove th'3 a:nnored car to Beresovka 
and . prot ec t it against the Arre rican troops.• 

Colonel Kasai - 'That is correct.' 

Colonel ;~or row - 'When will JOU remove the annored car ? Will you remove it by 
4: 00 P. M. tods.v?' 

Colonel Kasai - 'Yes'. 

Colonel 1.lor row - 'I ask you to put Japanese troops aboard when armored car 
leaves the ya.rd'. 
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Colonel Kasai - 'I agree.• 

Colonel hlorrow - 'I do not intend to bring on a conflict with the Japanese 
with orders from higher authority.• 

Colonel Kasai - • I wish you to u derstand very well that Ja:p3,nese do not rooan 
any trouble agaii1St the A.,nerica.ns but desire to prevent trouble.• 

Colonel Morrow - 'I thought I was in charge of this sector but it appears that 
General Yoshie is. I believe that our confereroe is now ended and that this r.:iatter 
now rest s in the hands of higher authority. 1 

Pursuant to the foregoing the armored train was moved to Beresovka at 1:30 P. M. 
The Japanese did not pla:le a guard a.boa.rd as it went out. Lieutenant Colonel Miller 
was sent to General Yoshie's Headquarters to make inquiries why this was not done. 
The Japanese replied that· the armored train had moved to Beresovk:, before they could 
place guards aboard it and that it was then under guard or the Japanese and would 
remain so and would not be pennitted to move out of Beresovka without the express 
pennission· of Colonel 1Jorrow. From 5 o'clock in the afternoon or June 8th to 5 o'clock 
in the afternoon of June 9th, the Russian forces at Beresovka, at the Park Barracks 
and the City Barracks, did not attempt in any way to move into the city ar.d in every 
way carried out the order w:hicjl had been given by the Al!J:lrican Com...'1'Jallder not to 
att empt any movement to ccncentrate against the city. On January 9th, 1919, 2:40 P.M. 
the foll OPling telegram was received from Atama.n Seroonoff: 

"Chi ta. June 9th, 1919. To representative of ..d.tnerican Command, Morrow. 
I agree to remove immediately tlB :..nnored car if you guarantee to me the full 
cessation of disorder arii indecent acts. I rely upon documents I have, by 
members Of your troops, towards the peaceful population in the city of Verkhne
Udinsk and have the proper respect for t he Russi an law, Russic .. n uniform and 
f'or Russi an custorce as at her Allies who are in Russian territory have period 
Looking for f riendly and cooperative work with the Allies in establishing govern
ment , law and order in my country , to my great sorrow, I realize that some 
members ot the American troops are not cooperating with our joint-. work but 
interfere with its success. What would be u sef'lll and good only for our enemies 
Bolsheviks. If you will not give me the requa sted ~arantee in order to remove 
the armored car about five o'clock, then I , as a Russian officer and citizen • 
cannot permit any mockery on the Russian. nation and on the Russian national 
dignity and on your challenge nnde, will immediately send troops to Verkhne
Udinsk. If' the commander ot the armored car camnitted sny unlawf'lll aots or 
interference, then he will be tried by court. Await satisfactory decision from 
you as a representative of the Allied command in the Baikal sector as I believe 
tm American troops were sent to Russia not to fight wi th the Russian troopa but 
for joint work in establishing law and order. About the above I ani repor ting to 
the headquarters of the supreme dictat or to report to the supreme dietat or and 
the Allied c amm.nd. 4426 Eastern Siberia n. Colonel Semenotf." 

To which · the Commanding Officer replied as follows: 

""Verklma-Udinsk, Siberia, June 9th, 1919, 4: 00 P. M. Field .Atar.:an Semen off, 
Chit a. Your telegram received. As regards to conduct of my t~oops, their disci 
pline and behavior will compare most favorably with t hat Of your own troops. 
My respect. for Russian. law and customs is as high as your own. I am fully in• 
for!I8d as to my mission in Siberia and shall continue to carry it out . That 
mission is assistame to the Russian people. If you dispatch troops here with 
'hnc:,t.i1A int..c>nt.inni::1 1:l"ll!r~ m l'ffl1' nnmmi:mn · I ~hs:t l1 mAAt thAm in A. ~1.mil£tr m=LnnAr. 
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Colonel orrow - 'I thought I was in charge of this sector but it appears that 
~eneral Yoshie ia. I believe trat our confereme is now ended and that this matter 
now rests in the hands of high"er authority.• 

Pursuant to the foregoing the armored train was mOt"ed to Baresovka at 1: 30 P. M. 
The Japanese did not pl~e a guard aboard as it want out. Lieutenant Colonel :Miller 
was sent to General Yoshie's Headquarters to make inquiries why this was not done. 
The Japanese replied. that" the armored train had moved to Beresovk,~ before they could 
place guards aboard it and tmt it was then under guard or the Japanese a~..d wOttld 
remain so and would not be p et-mi tted to mo,-e out of .Beresovka without the express 
peimission· or Colonel Morrow. Fr om 5 o'clo(}k in the a.ftemoon of June 8th to 5 o'clock 
in the aj.'temoon or June 9th , the Russian forces at Beresovka, at the Park Barracks 
and the City Barracks, did not attempt in any wo.y to move into the c ity and i n every 
wa:y carried out the order whicjl had been given by the A.r!arican Oonumnder not to 
attempt any movement to · -c cncentra.te against the city. Ou January 9th, 1919, 2:40 P.M. 
the follo.ving telegram was received from Atama.n Semenof'f: 

"Chi ta9 June 9th, 1919 . To representative ot American Command, Morrow. 
I agree to remove immediately tm azmored car if you guarantee to me the full 
cessation or disorder and indecent acts. I rely upon document s I . have, by 
members of your troops, towards the p eaoeful papulation in the city of Verkhne
Udinsk and have the proper respect for the Russian law, Russi an uniform and 
for Russiun customs as other .Allies who are in Russian t erritory have period 
Looking for friendly and cooperative work with the Allies in establishing govern
ment, law and order in my country, to m::, great sorrow, I realize that some 
members of the .American troops are not cooperat~ with our joint·. work but 
interfere with its success. Wbat would be u se1'a.l and good only for our enemies 
Bolsheviks. It you will not give me the reqae sted guarantee i n order t o remove 
the a.nnored oar about five o'clock, then I, as a Russian of'ficer and citizen • 
cannot permit any mockery on the Russian nation and on the Russian national 
dignit y and on your challenge mde, will immediately send tro ops t o Ver khne
Udinsk. If t he commander of the annored oar committed any unlawful acts or 
interferenc e, t hen he will be tried by court. Await satisfactory deci sion :from 
you as a representative of the Allied command i n t he Baikal sector as I believe 
th! .Amerioan troops were sent to Russi a not to fight wi th the Russi on troops but 
for joint work in establ ishl.ng law and order. About the above I am reporting to 
the headquarters of th e supreme dictat or to r epor t to the supreme dictator and 
the All ied c amrand. 4426 East ern Siberia n. Col onel Semenoff." 

To which the Com:!ianding Officer replied as follows: 

""Verkhne•Udinsk, Siberia., June 9th, 1919, 4: 00 P. u. Field AtW:!an Semen off, 
Chita. Your telegram rece .i.ved. As regards to conduct of my t:i,oops, their disci
pline and beLavior will compare most favorably with that Of your own troops. 
My respect fo r Russi an la.w and customs is as high as your own. I am fully in
for n&d as to my mission in ~iberia and sball continue to carry it out. That 
mission is assistame to t he Russian people. If you dispatch troops here with 
hostile intent ions t cward my o ommand I shall meet them in a similar rranner. 
The armored car was moved at 2 P.M. tocuw under guard of the Japanese to Bere
sOTka and will be held there under guard and will not move without my permission. 
I made an official report of the interference with the railroad of your armored 
car. If you desire to consider my proper guarding of the railroad as a chal
lenge, you have my permission to do so. Morrow, Colonel, u. s. Army ,Baikal Sector. 
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On June 10th, 1919, A.taman Semenoff replied as follORs: 

11Chita, June 10th , 1919. ~o A:.arican Colonel Uorrow. Your telegram 
received. LoOking from the point of view of not permitting foreign inter
ference i n the internal affairs of Russia l shall ask pennission only from 
hi€J').er Rus s_i au CO?llm9.nd and your gentle, benificient permission, sent to my 
hea dqua rters , I ascribe only to an incorrect translation of your thoughts 
by y our int erpreter. Atama.n Semenotf'." 

On June 18th the annored train, through Genera l Yoshie, requested Jarmission to be 
permitted to proceed to Chit a, stopping in Varlchne-Udinsk one hour for repairs. 
This penn i sslon was granted and the a.:rmored tra in proceeded out of the ~rican 
sector, thus ending the first inci dent Of t he Seme noff a r mor ed trains. It rray be 
noted, however in this connection, t hat, during t he retention of the armored train 
at Beresovka while under t he charge of the Japanese and un:ier their guard, the crew 
of the a nnored tra in arres t ed two Austrian prisoners, Isadore Singer and Joseph 
Gruin. These t wo ma n were t aken abo ard t h e armored train where 7500 roubles were 
t aken from Isa dore Singer and 1500 roubles from Joseph Gruin. _rhey were then given 
lfO strokes apiece, iron rods (rifle cleaning rods) being used in their whipping. 
No phys ioian was p ermitted to s ee thes e n:e n for over twe:1ty~four hours. From the 
t e rrific whippi ng t hat thes e men reoeived, I sadore Singer is still an in~alid and 
unable to p e rform l abor of any cha r acter. (See report of Colonel Johann Napoleon, 
·hereto appended narked "E".) On June 10th Mr. St evens, Head of the Int er-fl-lied 
Technical Boa rd, passed through Verkhna-Udi.nsk on his way to Harbin. After a 
conference i n wh ich the entire situat i on was laid before him, :Mr. Stevens sent 
the following telegram: 

"Venrhne-Udinsk, Siberia, June 10th, 1919_. Comma.ndi ng Ge nral, 1,., . E. V., 
Vladivostok. From a ll r ep orts I have received, the ope-rati ons of Semenoff's 
armored trains in the Ameri can sector constitute an interfer ence with the 
railroad, its operation and it s employe es . There is no necessity f or Semenoff's 
aimored trains in this sec t or, nor is thei r presence desir ed. Stevens." 

On June 18th t he heavily armor ed. train "Destroyer" left Mogzon for v~zxhne-Udinsk, 
forci ng it s way al ong t he railroo.d, and arrived on June 19th. lm..~dia.tely a ft er its 
arrival Colonel .Kovolvsky, COm':18.nding the Russian troops a t Be r esovka , and t he 
senior Rus s i ~..n Commander a t t r.at time in eit.t er Verkhne-Udi nsk or Beresovka9 cam:) 
t o the American Headquarters and. t h'} foll owi nc co.o.ference took place: 

'W'3 rkhne-Udinsk , Siberia , 
June 19, 1919. 

Cont'ere:1Ce at the ~ rican camp beginning at 10: 30 A. M. , June 19, 1919, 
with r efer ence to t he armored train which arrived at Verkhne-Udinsk , 3iberia, on Ju.m 
19, 1919, from Chita. 

Americans: 

PRESE:-{T: 

Colon9l c. H. ~or r ow, 27th Inf a n; ry. 
1s t. Lieut. John Janas , 27th Infantry, Adjutant 
(Present, b-~t not taki?Jg p art ~ Colonel J. D. Leitch, Acting 
I ns"• ector Ge~eral, Inspector )::.· • 
.Mr. S ilverman - Interpr eter . 
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received. Lo0k:1ng from the point of view of not permitting foreign inter
ferenc e i n t he internal a ffairs of Russia I shal.l ask pemission only from 
higher Russi a n Command and your ge1tle, beni:f'icient permission, sent to my 
headqtia rters, l a.scribe only to an incorrect translation of your thoughts 
by your interpreter. Ata..,m.n Semenoff." 

On June 18th the annored tra in, through General Yoshie, reqtiested iarmisslon to be 
permitted to :proceed to Chit a, stopping i n Verkhna..Udinsk one hour for repairs. 
This :penniss1on was granted and t he annored train proceeded out of the .American 
sector, thus ending the first inci dent of the Semenof'f armored trains. It na.y be 
noted, however in t his cormeot1on, that, during the retention of the armored train 
at Beresovka while under the charge of the Japanese and umer their guard, the crew 
of the annored train arrested two Austrian prisoners, Isadore Singer and Joseph 
Gruin. These two men were taken aboard the a nnored train where 7500 roubles were 
t aken fro m Isadore Singer and 1500 roubles fro m Joseph Grui1:i. .They were then given 
100 strokes apiece, iron rods (rifle cleaning rods) being used in their whipping. 
No physician was pennitted to see t hese zmn for over twenty9four hours. From the 
terrific whipping that these men received, Isadore Singer is still an invalid and 
unable to perform labor of any charac t er. (See report of Colonel Johann Napoleon, 
hereto appended ua.rked "E".) On June 10th Mr. Stevens , Head of the Inter•t3-lied 
Technic al Board, passed through Ve r khne-Udinsk on his way to Harbin. After a 
conf'erenae in which the entire situation was laid before him, Mr. Stevens sent 
the following telegram: 

"Velit:hne-Udinsk, Siberia, June 10th, 1919. Commanding Genral, A. E. v., 
Vladivostok. From a ll reports I have received. t he op&rations of Semenoff's 
armored trains in the American sector const itute an interference wi th the 
railroa<4 its operati on and its employees . There is no necessity for Semenoff's 
annored trains in this sector, nor is their presence desired. Stevens." 

On June 18th the heavily a rmored tra in "Destroyer" l e ft Mogzon for VP. rlthne-Udinsk, 
torcing its way along t he railroo.d, and arrived on June 19th. Imrmdia.tely after its 
arrival Colonel Kovolvsky, Com"!'tanding the Russinn troops a t Beresovka, and the 
senior Russi n Co~der at that time in eith er Verkhne-Udi nsk or Beresovka, oaroo 
to the An:e riean Headquart ers and the followinc conference t ook place: 

~V '! rkhne -Udi:lsk, cl ib aria, 
June 19 , 1919. 

Confere.:iCe a t the &nerican camp beginning at 10: 30 A . )J., June 19, 1919, 
with reference to the B.Imored train which arrived at Verkhne-Udinsk, 3ib er ia, on Jum 
19, 1919, from Chita. 

A,:1erioans: 

Russians: 

PRESENT: 

Colon~l c. H. morrow, 27th Infaztr.v . 
1st. Lieu t . John Janas, 27th Infan t ry, .A.cijut an t 
(Present , but not taking part , r.olonel J . D. Leitch, ~cting 
I ns;,ector Gene r a l, Inspector}: ~·• 
Mr. Silverman - Int erpreter . 

Colonel Kovolovsky, Commanding Russi an Division a t Beresovka 
(Divisi on~a Post) and his Adjut a nt. 

Colonel Kovol ovsky: I wis h to speak concernil',\g' t he armored train whic h ar1·i ved 
here fro m Chit a , ciune 19, 1919. This train is here for thq purpose of baving some 
repairs made and will re!Dain here until furthe r orders. 
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Colonel Morrow: Is it not a fact t~•a.t at Chi ta there a.re batter and more 
c onmodi ous s l:l"9pa tha n here at Verkhne -Udinsk'? 

Colonel Kovolovsky: I am familiar with the shops a.t Chita but not those here. 
I do know thl.t ~:00 shops at Chita are greatly ov ~rcrowded with work. I would like 
to kno.v whether or not the Amer ican Comma.mer bas an;y objection to the armored 
train remaining at Vor..rnne-Ud.insk; it so, what ob,jection. 

Colonel Morrow: I do object to its being here because i _t proceeded here by 
force and against the wishes Of the ra ilroad authorities. 

Colonel Kovolovsky: \Vbri.t railroad authorities? 

Colonel Morrow• ?irstly ; the station rm.star at Mogzon. The Superintendent of 
Transportation of t he Operating Division. Secondly: Mr. Stevens, Head of the 
Operating Department of the rat l road objects to the preseme of the annored train 
here, because it int erferes with the op eration of the railroad, terrorizes railroad 
employees. menaces station nasters and railroad employe~s and by its barbarous actions 
creates_ a reign of terror among too employees of the railroad. Colonel Lantr-~, R.R. 
s.c., American Engineer , ot the Operating Department with the hearquarters at Irku.tsk, 
objects to the presence of the annored train here on the same grounds as 1/i.r. Stevens. 
Major Cantrell, R.R.s.c., Division Rhilok to Irlmtsk, wit h headq J.arters here also 
objects to the presence of t he a nnore4 train here on the same grounds as Mr. Stevens. 
It refuses to obey tbe orders or tbe regula tions ot my guard at the railroad station 
and is, in fact , a train for the purpose of whipping railroad enployees , civilians 
and Austrian War Pr isoners, without trial a nd at the whim of its ca:mnander or its 
crew. 

Colonel Kovalovsky: The purpose of the armored train is to fight against the 
BolsheViks, which must be done only on receipt Of orders from higher authority. If 
SllCh actions as you report have taken place, its ccmmander is responsible and subject 
to trtal by court-nnrtia.l a n:l if it is found t hat the offenses reported by you were 
committed., he will be t ri ed and if you have proo:ts I w ou.ld lLc.e very much to race iv e 
them. The orders fran th e Koloha k Governnant prohibit interference with the proper 
opera tion of the railrce.d. '.2he can~ rder of the n ew armored train received orders to 
pr ~eed to Verkhne-Udinsk for repairs and mew nothing o:f th ·•. trouble between the 
Ame ricans and the armored train already at this place. The military authorities 
did not knCN7 t hat tbe new annored train was coming here, but now that it has arrived, 
we are trying to reach. sane kind of an agreement with the Allies with ref'eranoe to 
it s rem ining he re. 

Colonel Morr ow: How long have you bean in comr.and at Beresovka.? 

Colonel · Kovlovsky: Since la.st December. 

Colonel Mor t' :iw: Did you direct off"icers from the armored train to come to 
Verkhne-Udinsk, to arrest Austrian prisoners of War Singer and Gl'llin a :1d to take them 
on boa.rd t t.e armored train at Beresovka, an d to give them t here 150 l ashes? 

Colonel Kovolovsky: You rave been incorrectly informed. These prisoners of war 
were deserters from the prison oanp at Beresovka. I gav e the order for their a rrest. 
B~fore they deserted they ware immbers of" the Red Army as d ocuments found on them 
l9rove. Large sums or money ware also fomi d on them. For the desertion f r om the 
ca.np they will be tried by court-martial. l-f it is found that they were in the Red 
Army they will also be tried for that. I have heard rumors that they were whip:rad 
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T40 'i::?1a,r :'.i:i.t ::te shops a;; cn:t.a are grea~J.y vV ~rcrowa.ea: wr.:n l'tOrx: . J. wmua. i =e 
to know whether or not tm .American Comma.mar bas any objection to the armored 
train reme.iniDg at Ver..dlne-Udinsk; if so, what objection. 

Colonel .Morrow: I do . object to its beiDg here because i~ _prooeeded here by 
force and against the wishes Of the railroad authorities. 

Colonel Kovolovsey: What railroad authorities ? 

Colonel Morrow; Firstly; the station master at Mogzon. The Superintendent ot 
Tran sportati on of t he Operating Di vision. Secondly: Mr. Stevens, Head o-r the 
Operating Department of the r ailroad ob jects to the preseme of the annored train 
here, because it int erferes with t he Op erat i on Of the railroa<1. te~rori zes railroad 
employe es . menaces s tat i on nast ers and rai lroad employe0s and by its barbarous actions 
creates a reign of t error among t m employees of the railroad. Colonel Lantry, R. R. 
s.c., American :&mgi neer, of the Oparat°ing Department with the hearquarters at Irkutsk, 
objects to the pres enae of the unn or ed train here on the same grounds as Mr• Stevens. 
Major Cantrall, R.R.s.c., Divis ion Khil ok to Irkutsk. wit h headq..ia.rters h$"e also 
objects t o the pr esenoe of i he annored, tra in here on the same grounds as Mr. Stevens . 
It refuses to ob ey tbe orders or the regula tions of my guard at the railroad sta tion 
and is• in fact, a train for the purpose of whipping railroad enployees • civilians 
and Austrian War Pr isoners, without trial a nd at the whim of its camnander or its 
crew. 

Colonel Ko:volovsky: The :purpose of the armored train is to fight against the 
BolsheViks 9 which must be done only on rece ip t of orders from higher author it y . If 
SllOh actions as you report have t aken place, it s cCllll'llander i s responsible and subject 
to trial by court -martial an:i if it is found that the offenses reported by you were 
committed, he will be tried and if y ou have proofs I wou.ld li i.e ver y much t o receive 
them. The orders f'ran the Xolchak Governnan t p rohibit int erterence with t he proper 
opera t i on Of the railroo.d. The CQn!!lB. !d er of the new armored t rain received orders to 
prC!,leed to Verkhne-Udinsk for r~ai rs und ~ ew nothing of th trouble between the 
.Americans and the armo red train already at this place . The milita ry authorities 
did not kn CNI t ha t t be new a:nnored train was eom1Dg here. but n ow that it has arri ved, 
we are trying to reach s ane kind of an a g reement with the All i es wit h reference to 
its · rena ming here. 

Colonel Mor row: How long have you. been in comr:emd at Beresovka? 

Colonel ·Xovlovsky: Since last December. 

Co.L onel Morr :iw: Did you direct officers from the armored train to come to 
Verkhne-Udinsk, to arras t Aus trian prisoners of War Singer and Gruin a :1d to take them 
on boe.rd t he armored train a. t Be res ovka, an d to give them t here 150 l ashes? 

Colonel Kovolovsky: You Lave been incorrectly informed. These prisoners o:f war 
were deserters from the pl'ison canp at Beresovka.. I gave the order for t heir arrest. 
B~fore they deserted they wer e nambers of the Red Army as document s found on them 
Jrove. Lar ge sums or money were also found on them. For the deser tion from the 
canp they will be tried by court-ms. r t i al. l f' it is found t m.t they were in the Red 
Army they w 111 als o be tried for t mt. I have heard rumors tha.t they wer e whir:ta d 
and eaoh given 150 l a sh es. I heard this f'l'om t h e assi s t ant of the Military Gwernor 
and !ran General Petrosky. These :rumors have no g roums . The s 1,reading of these 
mmors was due t o the fact that t he prisoners were brought to Breesovlra at night, 
and, on account of the distame to the guard house and ac my request, they were con
fined in tna a r!IX)red t r ai n until the n ext morning when they were taken to the guard 
house. If they were ~-.hipped, I did not give the order . l could not give such orders 
becaus e no one could execut e them and t:ie prisoners rad not yet been tried. 
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Colonel Mo~row; Then I understand Colonel Kovalovsky to say that these 
prisoners were not whipped. abo ard tbe a.nnored train nor anywhere a.lase? 

Colonel Kovalovsky: That is c 01·rect. 

Colonel Morrow: Is it not a fact that Singer and Gruin pad been living in 
Verkhn9-{Jd1nsk for ewer a ~ar operating as merchants with the pennission of the 
Russian authorities? 

Colonel Kovolovsky: No. 

Colonel Morrow: Is not Gruin a married man and has he not a wife in 
Verkhne-Udinsk:. 

Colon.al XovoloTsey: I knCM-' for the last year he has lived with a wo an; whether 
he is IIB.rr1 ed or not I do not know'. 

Colonel Morrow: Wba t is your opinion of Colonel Napoleon, senior war prisoner 
a t BeresoTka with reference to his character a nd veracity? 

Col onel Xovolovsky: K know tha.t the war prisoners themselves are not satisfied 
with him. Colonel Napoleon desires to have authority "' er the war pr is one rs and 
abllses that authority when he gets it. Some dissasittaction has ari sen over certain 
money kept by him for other war prisoners . I once had a g-rea.t deal of coa£idence 
1n him but l ater was disappointed with his conduct. 

Colonel Morr ow: '.i'h e obj cti on to the annored train here comas from every 
official in the operating department or the ra ilroad and as American Commander, I also 
object to its presence here because it interferes with the operation o~ the rai lroad, 
terrorizes railroad emplQyees, and menaces the r ailroad and my gu.ard. 

C~lonel Kovalovsky: I desire to assur e you that no misunderstandings will occur 
again and tha.t it will menace no one. 

Oolonal Mor ro.v: But, I tell you t hat t be ra.ilr oad officials say it is a menace 
and that it does interfere and they do not desire it here and do ant i t removed. 

Colonel Kovolovslcy: Of'ficial+Y there could be no misunderstanding with the 
civilian population or the · railroad employees . The purpose Of the armored train 
here is to prevent Bolshevik uprisings and t o resist the ir a ttacks. 

Colonel Morrow: Do you not understand that the American A:rmy assumes full 
responsibility fo r t he guarding of the r a ilroad from the Bolsheviks, and t hat I am 
charged with that duty, not the armored train, and that I guarantee that I will do it. 

Colonel Kovolovsky: The situation is such that for the last month everythin g 
is qU1et in this sector, but the Bolsheviks work quietly, keep on a gitat ing 9 and 
sane steps mu.st be taken to st q, them from this purpose, t:te refore the pa,esence 
ot the armored train is very .desirable. 

Colonel Morrow: I have 2300 soldiers to suppress Bolshevik uprisings whereever 
they rrs:y- ooour. 

Colonel Xovolovsky: I understand that. 

----- - - - ..&.,. _ _ - - - - --- .L'I --- - _ .... 'T"r, _ _ _!11 _ _ ____ __ , _ _ - - -- ........ _ - -- - --.&... _...._ 
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Colouel ' orrow: Is it n ot a fact tha t Singer and Grain pad been living in 
Verkh.De-Udinsk for over a 39ar opera ting as merchants with the pennission or the 
Russian authorities? 

Colonel Kovolovsky: No. 

Colonel Morrow: Is not Grain a married man and has he not a wife in 
Verkhne-Udinsk. 

Colonel KovoloTs:ty: I know for the last year he has lived with a wonn.n; whether 
he is na.rried or not I do not know'. 

Colonel Morrow: Wr.ia. t _is YCJ!?r opinion of Colonel Napoleon, senior war prisoner 
at Beres ovka with reference to his character and veracity? 

Colonel Kovalovsky: X know that the war prisoners themselves are not sat isfied 
with him. Colonel Napoleon desires to have au t hority orer the ar prisoners and 
abuses t ha t authority when he gets it . Some di ssas itfaotion has arisen over certain 
money kept by hi m f or other war pri soners . I once had a great deal of oo.a:fidence 
1n him but later was disappointed with his conduct. 

Colonel Morrow: '.i'he obj F)cti on to the annored t r ain here comes from ever y 
official i n the operating department of t he railroad and as Americ an Commander, I also 
object to its presence hare because it interferes with th e operation o~ the railroad, 
terrorizes railroad employees, and menaces the r ail r oad and my gllard. 

Colonel Kovol ovsky: I desire to assur e you that no misunderstandings will occur 
again an d that it will menac e no one. 

Colonel Morron: But, I tell you t hat t be railroad officials say it is a menace 
arid that it does interfere and t hey do not desire i t here a nd do want it removed . 

Col onel Xovolovsky: 0fficial,jy there could be no misunders i; anding with th& 
civilian pop~lat1on or the · railroad employees . The purpose of t he armored train 
hare is t o p revent Bolshevik uprisings and to resi~t the ir attacks. 

Colonel Liiorrow: Do you not understand that the American A.rYcy assumes full 
responsibility for the guarding of t he railroad from the Bolsheviks, and that I am 
charged with that duty, not the annored train, and that I guarantee that I will do it. 

Colonel Kovolovsq: The situation is such that for the last month everything 
is quiet in this sector, but the Bolsheviks wont qui etly, keep on agitat .ing, and 
sane s teps mus t be taken to st q, thool from this purpose, tre refore the p.,esence 
Of the armored train is very .desirable. 

Colonel Morrow: I have 2300 soldiers to suppress Bolshevik uprisings whareever 
they nay ooaur. 

Colonel Kovolovslcy: I understa~d that. 

Colonel Morrow: How uaey tr0ops are t liere at Park Barracks, are there not at 
least 500 men? 

Colonel Kovolovsky: Yes. 

Colonel morrow: How many pave you at Beresovka.? 

Colonel Kovalovsky: About 3000. 
-19-
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Colonel. Morrow: Are there not about 3500 Jupunese troops at Beresoyka with 
three annored oars? 

Colonel Kovalovsky: Tr-'ey have no a.nnored cars only s one cars with a few guns 
mounted. 

Colonel .Morrow= With all these forces vlny should it be necesss.ry to have here 
a Semenof'f arm red train, when the railroad officials ob,ject and the A!'lerican Com
nander charged with the guarding of tbe railroad objects? 

Colonel. Kovolovsky: But tffl armored train can go more quickly. 

Colonel Morrow: But I s &..y that I will have an a.mored car here and will go 
out and fi ght agai nst the Bolsheviks within 20 versts of the railroad. 

Colonel Kovolovslcy": But the Bolsheviks worlc very carefully and the arllt)red 
train can often s top affairs before t }1ey can develope. When the American commal'.Jier 
puts an annored oa r here the Russian a miored. train will leave. 

Colonel Morrow: I will have an armored train; until 1 dolguarantee that 
I will protect the ra.Uroa.d and move as quickly as the annored train. 

Colonel hovolovsky: I agree with you. But will you object to the armored 
train r amai ning here a few days, meantime I w~ 11 rm.ke a report of this con' erence to 
Chi ta. 

Colonel Morrow: I object to the armored train remaining here one minute. 
I don't want bl oodshed but if the rumored train does remai n he re I bel i eve th a-re 
wi. 11 be bloodshed. 

Colonel Kovalovsky: H..it why do you object to the armored train so much; 
1s it not a part or the anny. 

Colonel Moron,: Yes; but the ba.rb:.rous actions of the armored train are so 
nurrarous and so outrageous that I can not h ~lp but object . Yesterday the engineer 
ot the loeomoti ve which pulled t he train of the American Inspect ir General and mys elf 
was threatened. w1 th a whipping by an officer of the aimored car. Several days agom 
a Corporal from the armored train arrested an Austrian war pr isoner at the Sta tion, 
took him aboard the t rain a m gavq him 50 la.shes without j us t cause or authority. 

Colonel Xovol ovsey: I also know of' the last 1nciden t; charges will be 
preferred agains t that Corporal. 

Colonel .Morrow: 1 do not intend to pe:nnit an armored train to remai:u here to 
threaten the very drivers of my owa train. You already kncm that a couple of weeks 
ago the annored train took by fo 2-ce a car from a telephone work train under t he 
charge of an .dJll8 r ican .ll,'ngineer. I have bad ;..pp,, al after a.ppool fran General. Artemieff 
that soldiers and troops under orders or enroute to the front were prevented by the. 
annored tra in from proceeding and for me to have the train removed. 

Colonel Kov alovsey: The only oase you could possibly refer to is the case of 
the Engineer Compan;v Which left Beresovka. June 1st, 1919, wit hout authority. This 
was before the agreement between Kolchak and Semeno:f'f. About 60 of these men 
remained at Baresovka. At that t irra, being a part of the 8th Division Commander which 
authority they did not have. 
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Colonel Morrow= With all these foroes why should it be necessary to have here 
a Semenoff arm red train, when the l"ailroad officials object and the American Oom
m:ad er charged with the guarding of the railroad objects? 

Colonel Kovolovsky: But the amored train can go more quickly. 

Colonel Morro.v: But I say that l will have an annored car here and will go 
out and fight agains t the Bolsheviks within 20 Yers t s of the rai lroad. 

Colonel Kovolovsky: But the BolshevikS worlr Tery caretully and the arnt)red 
train can often s top affairs bef ore t h~ can develope. When the American Connnarne r 
puts an annored oar here the Russian a nnored tl"ain will leave. 

Colon.el Morrow: I wil l have an armored train; until 1 doigua.rantee that 
I will protect the railroad and move a s quickly as the annored train. 

Colonel li:ovolovs1ty: I agree with you. But will you object to t he a rmored 
train r emaini ng here a few d&ys, meantime I wi ll mke a report of this co?t'erence to 
Chi ta. 

Colonel MorrClV: I object to the annored train remain i ng he r e one minute. 
I don't want bloodshed but if the annored train does remain here I bel. i ave there 
a ll be bloOdshed. 

Colone l Kovol ovsk:y: Bit why do you object to the armored train so much; 
is it not a part of the anny. 

Col onel MoroJ"lf: Yes; but the barb~-rous actions of the armored train are so 
nuina r ous and so outrageous that I can not h13lp but object. Yesterday the engineer 
o-i the l ocomotive which pulled the train of the American Inspectir General and ~.rself 
was threatened with a whipping by an officer o£ the armored car. Several days agom 
a Corp oral from the armored train arrested an Aus trian war prisoner a t the Station, 
took him aboa rd the train and gave him 50 las hes without just ca use or aut hority. 

Col onel Kovolovsey: I also know of the last incident; charges will be 
preferred aga inst that Corporal. 

Col onel Morrow: I do not intend to permit an armored train to remaiu here to 
threat en th e very drivers of Iey" own train. You already kno.v that a couple of weeks 
ago the annor ed t r ain took by fo2·ce a car from a telephone work train under tm 
charge ot an A.me rioan .Engine er. I have had :...pi:e- al after appeal fran General Artcmieff 
tbat soldiers and troops under orders or enroute to the front were prevented by the 
aimored train from proceedi ng and for me to have the train removed. 

Colonel Kovol.ovsky: ·rhe only case you could possibly refer to is the case of 
the Engineer Company which left Beras :vka June 1st, 1919, without authority. This 
was before the agreement between Kolchak and Semen off. About 60 of these men 
remained at Beresovka. At that tizoo, being a part of the 8th Division Commander which 
author ity they did not have. 

Colonel .Mori,ow: Had not He Engineer Company received three or four orders 
to proceed to the f ront ? 

Colonel Kovolovsky: No. 

Col onal Morrow: Have you au-hori ty to issue orders to the annored train ? 
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Colonel Kovolovsey: Yes and t ley will obey my orders. 

Colonel .Morrow: Then 1 request you to have the &rmored train removed from the 
.Ameriaan sector. 

Colonel Kov.olovsky; I w<nld like permission to leave t he armored train here 
for a few days in order t i.at the necessary repairs to it may be made. 

Colon al .Morrow: Plaoe a definite limit on the time it is to remain and I will 
give you my answer. 

Colonel Kovolovsky: Six d~s; that is, until the 25th. 

Colon.el Morro.w: On the agreement that it will leave on June 25th and will 
not return and that no other armored train be sent to replace it, and t hat while it 
is here I hold Colonel Kovalovsky responsibl e for its good conduct and its n on
interi'ereroe with the railroad and its employees or with passenger traffic, I agree 
t hat it shall. remain. 

Colonel Kovolovsq: I accept the conditions and the responsibility and assure 
you ot tha good conduc t of t he a rmored tra in and its cormander. at the time the 
armored tra in a rrived its commander was a little nervous as he had just heard of the 
trouble with the previ ous a.mored tra in and g roups Of Ameri c an soldiers approached and 
walked around h1 s tra.1n. 

Col onel Mor r ow: The armored train will not be at tacked by my troops before 
the 25th. I _ wil l issue orders to my soldiers not to walk around the t r ain. But I 
saggest tha t the cars or the annored train not actually undergoing repairs be taken 
to your garrison at Beresovka where I have no troops. 

Colone l Kovalovsky: I agree. .Alw~s when con£erring with you l can reach 
an a greement; b ut I can not b e responsible tor unauthorized acts of irresponsible 
individual s . 

JOHN J ~4MES, 
1st Lieut. 27th Infantry, 

Acting Ad.jut ant. 
RECORDER" 

Pursuant to the above agreement the a rmored tra in remained at Verkhne-Udinsk until 
June 25th when it l eft for Chita, thus c losing the s econd incident of the armored 
tra ins Of Ata mn Semeno:tf. Uo ot:.er trains of Atamen Semenoff ever attempt ed to 
come into the A~ rioan sector until after the f all ot Omsk and when Irkutsk was 
seriously threa tened by the uprising of the Social•DEJnocra.ts . This was late i n 
November. On June 20th the following letter was rec eived from Colonel George H. 
Eme rson, R.R.s.c. 

"RUB-SI .AN RAIL.TVJ,.Y SERVICE CORPS 

Verkhne•Udinsk, June 20, 1919. 

Col onel O. H. Morrow, 
Comnander u. s . 27th Inf. Varklme -Udinsk. 

Dear Colonel: 
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• 
Colonel AOvolovsky: I would like permission to l eave the armored train here 

for a few days in order t ::at the necessary r epairs to it ~ be made. 

Colonel Morrow= Plaoe a definit e limit on the time it is to remain and I will 
give you my answer. 

Colonel Kovolovsky: Six days ; t hat is, until the 25th • 

. Colonel Morroa: On the agreement that it will l eave on June 25th and will 
not return and that no other armored train be sent to rep lace i t, and t hat while it 
is here 1 hold Colonel Kovolovslcy responsibl e for its good conduct and its non
interference with the railroad and its employees or with passenger traffic, I agree 
that it shall. remain. 

Colonel Kovolovsky: I accept the conditions and the responsibility and assure 
you of tm good conduct of t he annored tra in and its cormander. At the time the 
armored train arrived its commander was a little nervous as he had just heard of the 
trouble with the previous armored tra in and groups Of American. soldiers approached and 
walked around his train. 

Col onel Morrow: The armored train will not be a ttacked by my troops before 
the 25th. I will issue orders to my soldiers not to walk around t he t r ain . But I 
suggest that the cars of r.he annored t rain not actually undergoing r e:pai rs be tmren 
to your garrison at Beresovka where I have no troops. 

Colonel Kovolovsky; I agree. .Al~s when conferring with you I can reach 
an agreement; but I can not be responsible tor unauthorized acts of irresponsible 
individuals. 

JOIDi J .AMES, 
1st Lieut . 27th Infantry, 

Acting Adjut ant. 
RECORDER" 

Pursuant to the above agreement the armored train remained at Verkhne-Udinsk until 
June 25th when it left for Chi.ta, thus closing tbe second inc ident of the arm:)red 
trains of Ata.rmn Semenoff . No ot :.ar trains of Atamen Semenoff ever attempted to 
come into the .A!I9rican s ector until after the fal l ot Omsk and when Irkutsk was 
seriously threatened by the uprising of tbe Soc ial-Danoo r a t s. This was late in 
November. On June 20th the fallowing latter was r eceived from Colonel George H. 
Eme rson, R.B.s.c. 

"RUSSIAN RAIIJl/A Y S~VICE CORPS 

Verkhne-Udinsk, June 20, 1919. 

Colonel G. H. Morrow, 
Conmarnier u. s. 27th Inf. Verkhne-Udinsk. 

Dear Colonel: 

Regarding Colonel Semenoff's ·intarference in connection with the operation 
of the Tran a-Baikal Rail road, I wish to advise t hat 1 have received almost daily 
reports -trom Colonel Lantry, District Insp9Ctor assigned to the Trans-Baikal 
Railroad, to t he effect t hat Colonel Semenoff' and officers under h i s comma, d, 
were interferring wi th the oper a ti on of the railrood to the extent of absolutely 
controlling the movement of trains and the operation of same. 
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I ma.de a . special trip to Vladivostak, May ZOth, for the purpose of placing 
the mat tar before t;b e lnt er-Alli ed. Board. I discussed the propositi on very 
tho1oughly with Mr. Smith, .the American rf:¥)resentat ive, and he advised n& that 
the matter had been discussed by the Inter-Allied Board and instructions issued 
through the military boa.rd to the various Allied Commanders that they were as
signed to protect the railroad, that they must use force, if' necessary, to see 
that railroad transportation was not inferferred with anci further that A.11.ied 
inspectors were to call on milita · y com.r!JB.nders if troops were necessary to avoid 
interference of Semenoff's or other forces interf'erring with railroud transporta
tion. 

The opa-ation of Semenoff's a:nnored cars in the district, Mc1.nchuria., to 
Mysovaya, is a meY.tace and tte:: are interferring with the RussiLlll railroad of
ficials, and have issued instructions ~o the effect that they have not recog
nized Allied operation of the railroad. The operation of the armorec. ca.rs has 
created a reign of terror among the enployees and their presence in your sect or 
is not necessary a.'ld is not desi red. 

Yours very truly, 

George H. Emerson, 
Colonel" 

On July 15th, the follORing letter addressed to Majors. T. Cantrell, R.R.s.c. 
was trar-ismit t ed to Colonel Morrcw. This letter shows conclusively that the 
i nterference of Semenoff' s armored trains had grown so great t hat the R.R.s.c. 
men had been r ecall ed frOm the s e c tor wh cl, was guarded by the Japanese but which 
was um.er comple t e dominanc e of Semenoff: 

July 15, 1919. 

Maj or Cantrell: 

On account of Semenoff's Colonel Jookovsky taking aw-..y by force Major 
Grav is ' business car, number 5, please arr ange f or our i nspectors on divisions 
to t e ea.st cf Verkhn&..Udi nsk to r e turn to t h eir headquart ers and st ey ther e 
and not try to do any work until I advi se y ou. that there will not be any 
interference of our railWlW wor k . From I n t ernation Committee. 

Lant ry." 

9 . From June to September the guarding of the railroad was a very easy 
t ask. At no point wqs the railroad attacked or any at t empts made by any one to 
i n any way interfere with the railroad or tr.e railroad guard. Frequest reconnaiss
anc es were nnde by the various platoons into the nearby villages covering t he entire 
sector. A reconnaissance sketch and a fllll rE!)ort on every village were rm.de during 
July an:l August . On July 27th, an athletic tesm, a football squad, a bar.d and a 
l arge numbe r of officers were sent to Irkutsk to take pa.rt in an athletic cont est 
with the Czecho-Slovak forces at that plac e. On July 31st the f ollovd.n g t e l egram 
was r eceived: 

"Irkutsk, J uly ZO th,. Colone l ~or r ow, Atm rio a.n Ar:rey, Verkhne-udinsk. 
Sergeant Velanage an d Sergeant Natatalusy arrested by Russibll military 
authorites on n iP.ht of July 27t h charged with disorderly conduct · and beating 
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t t-;ar had b&au disousaed by t.1:.e .n;er-.,u. · 1ea. .Boara. ana. ins.;rucnons J.Ssuea. 
through the military board to the various Allied Commanders that they were as
signed to protect the railroad, that they mu.st use force, if necessary, to see 
that railroad transportation was not 1n,erterred with and further that Allied 
inspectors were to call on military commanders if troops were necessary to avoid 
interference of Semenofi''s or other forces interterring with railroad transporta
tion. 

The opa-ation of -Semenott•s aimored cars in the district, Manchuria, to 
Mysovaya, is a menace and they a re intarferring with the Russian r a ilroad of
ficials, and have issued i ns tructions to the etfect that t hey have not recog
nized Allied operation of the railroad. The operation of the armored oars has 
created a reign of terror among the e!ll)loyees and their presence in your sector 
is not necessary and is not desired. 

Yours very tru ly, 

George H. Emerson, 
Colonel" 

On July 15th, the follONing letter addressed to Majors. T. Cantrell, R.R.s.c. 
was transmit ted to Colonel Morrcw. Thi s lett er shows conclusively that the 
interference of Semenoff's armored trains ha d grown so great t hat t he R.R.s.c. 
mn had been recalled from the sector wh ch _was guarded by the Japanese but which 
was under complete domi nance of Semenoti' : 

July 15, 1919. 

Maj or Cantrell: 

On a ccount of Semenoff's Colonel Jookovsky taking aw~y by 1'01·ce .Major 
GraTis' business car, numbers, please arrange for our inspect ors on divisions 
to tha east of Verkhne-l.!dinsk to return to their h eadquarters and stey there 
and not try to do any work until I advise you t h at there wi ll not be any 
interference of our r a il~ work. From Internation Commit tee. 

Lantry•" 

9. From June to September the guarding of tr.a railroad was a very easy 
task. At no point wqs the railroad attacked or any attempts made by any one to 
in any way i nterfere with the railroad or the railroad g11ard;. Frequest reconnaiss
ances were IIQde by the various platoons into the nearby villages covering t he entire 
sector. A r econnaissance sketch and a full rE!)ort on every village were nade du.ring 
July and .august. On July 27th, an athletic team, a football squad, a bai:d and a 
large number of of'f'icer s were sent t o Irkutsk to take part in an athletic cont est 
with the Czecho-Slovak forces at that place. On July 31st the following telegram 
was r eceived: 

"Irkutsk, July 30th,. Colonel ~arrow, Arrerican Arzcy, Verkhne •~\Jdinsk. 
Sergeant Velanage and t>ergeant Natafalusy arrested by Russiui military 
authorites on nigr. t of July 27th charged with disorderly conduct ·· and beating 
Russi an official. Russh.n investigation completed. General Sechof:f commander 
of this military district iIIf onns A.r!eriean Consul an1 myself that · our soldiers 
are entirely to blame and refuses to release them unless General .Artemieff so 
orders. We previously aa.w Artemieff who was cordial, r,:-omised quick investi
ga.ti on but stated case under Ge.ier-_l Sechoff's jurisdiction. From beginning 
I premised full prosecution by you., if released to me under arrest. Consul 
rmde point t.mt arrested foreign sold :. ers must be delivered into ·custody or 
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responsible off! -~ers of army to which soldiers belonged, but this Genere.1 
Seeho:ff refuses ·. to admit. I have soory 0£ this affair from Czech Provost 
M.a.rsha.l, our men and Russ icms - all stories conflict, and I believe om· soldiers 
di d not g ive me full details. I forsee only delay and, eventually, Russian 
prosecution. Consul Williams advising Consul General Harris at Omsk. Advise 
me addi tio~l action to be tak en. Novak, Lieutenant 27th u. s. Infantry. 

This tel egram was i~diately transmitted to t h e AnBrican Headquarters at Vladi-
vostok~\¥2:t;h the follcming addi tions: 

" "I have telegraphed the Amerioah Consul and General Artemieff demi:..nding 
release ot these men and an apology fo i the ir detention a£ter proper officials 
denanded their release. If the Russ ian authorities ca.n arrest, hold anci t cy 
.American soldiers, they can arrest, hold and try the ComiJanding General and 
the ant ire American Arm:,. If not instrlll ted to the contracy, and if soldiers 
a.re not released in 24 hours , I shall arrest t v:o hi~ military ar•ficials here 
and hold them in confinement until the two soldiers a.re released to me for 
trial. We cannot permit this principle of arresti ng and holding s01diers 
far one moment, if we do we are destroyed. I:imrediat e reply requested. :Morrow". 

The following telegram was i~ediately sent to Lieutenant l{ovak, Irkuts~-: , care of 
the American Consul: 

"Continue the demand by the Arrarican Consul as forcefully as possible far 
the release ot our man. Demand a:_ ,ologv for their detention. I riav~ wired 
AU3X outlining retaliation and asking authority to execute. I have telegraphed 
General Artemieff as follows quote. General Artemieff, Irkutsk. The holding 
of two Atmrican sold iers in the prison at Irkutsk after a demand for their re
lease run trial by proper American authorities violates every principle of 
Allied cooperation. I-r the militia at I rku.tsk can arrest, hold and try American 
soldiers, they can also arrest, hold and try the Commanding General of the 
American or Allied forces. This claim is ridiculous . These men must at onoe 
be released to the America~ Consul for trial by 1m. I trust to your Excellency 
to rebuke this official for his stupidity and catee him to ap ologize to the 
Americ an Consul for holding these man after he had asked for the i r release to 
him. Unquot e. Morrow." 

At the same time th e folloning telegram was sent t o the Am9rican Cons .11 at lrkutsk: 

"Demand the immediate release of the two American soldiers now held by tae 
Russian authorities. The Russians must not attenpt to try .American soldiers. 

• Their guilt or innocence has nothing to do with the matter. They must be re
leased i mmediately. If they can arrest and try one soldier they could arrest 
and try the entire A.>nerican Army, which is absurd. If they are not released 
on your deman:l, telegraph me. ':i:hey will b e t ried here aud the Russii:lll author
ities may submit any proof that pleases them. If t hese men are not released 
imedia.tely I sh~ll retaliate in a ::1anner tr.at the Russian authorities va.11 
long remember. Morrow." 

On August 1st, at 71 o'clock in the morning, these two American soidiers were 
turnad over to the American Consul and wer e brought by Li eut enant l1ovak to Vgrlme
Udinsk. A full investigation of the matter clearly established toot these two old 
and excellent noncommissioned officers were bringing home a drunken, inoffensive 
A!mrican soldier am a milit iaman tr1ed to arrest the ,;.merican soldiers and this the 
two sergeants would not permit , whereupon a. Russian officer attempted to interfere 
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~ -r:1S -i:u...s. •-ai.:s • ~ • ~v 'a..a..J I.LO~ CliiU,u., ,;J..-Q-....w--u.o..•J , .. ~-~,_,._...,_. 

pl'Osecution. Consul Williams advising Consul General Harris at Omsk. Advise 
~ ad.di tiona.l aati on to be talc en. Novak, Lieutenant 27th u. s. Infantry. 

This tel egram was 1!1Ul8dia.tely transmitted to the Anerican Headquarters a t Vla di"""' 
vostolc:-w.tth the following add.i t1ons: · 

" 
"I have t elegrap h ed the Amerioah Consul and General Artemieff' _demanding 

release of these men and an apology f of the ir detention after proper of'f'icials 
derm.nded their release. It the Russ ian authorities can arrest, hold and t ey 
American soldiers, they can a?'rest, hold and try the Comr;i.anding General and 
the entire American .Arrrq. If n ot i nstrmt ed to the contrary, and if soldiers 
are not released in 24 hours, I shall arrest t wo high military atficials here 
and hold them in confinement until the two soldiers are released to me for 
trial. We cannot permit this principle o£ arresti~ and holding so.tdiers 
for one moment, if we do we are destroyed. Imm3diate reply requested. Morrow". 

The following telegram was i~ediately sent to Lieutenant l'iovak, Ilituts:r: , care of 
the Arne r i can Consul: 

" Continue the demand by the Aim rican Consul as forcefully as possi ble for 
tha release ot our men. Demand ap ology for their detention. I hav~ wired 
.AM3X outlining retaliation and asking au thority to execute. I have telegraphed 
General Artemieff as foll o.vs quote. General Artemief'f , Irkutsk. The holding 
ot two Amarican sold iers in the prison at Irkutsk after a demand for their re
l ease ani trial by prop er American authorities viol ates every principle ot 
Allied c oops-at1on. If the militia at I rkutsk can arrest, hold and try American 
soldiers, t hey can also a rrest, hold and try the Commanding Genera l of t he 
.Arrerican or Allied forces . This claim i s ridiculous. These men must at onoe 
be rel eased t o the American Consul for trial by ne. 1 trust to your Excellency 
to rebll.ke this official for his stupidity and came him to ap ologize to t he 
American Consul for hold ing t hese men after he had asked f or their rel ease to 
him. U21l}llote. Morrow. " 

At the same time the following telegram was sent to the Amarican Cons .11 at lrkutsk: 

"Demand the immediate releas e of the two American soldiers now held by tae 
Russian authorities. The Russians must not attenpt to try American soldiers. 
Their g11ilt or innocence has no thir:g to do with the matter. They must be .re
l eased i m-nedia. tely. If they can a rrest and try one soldier they could arrest 
and try the entire A.rner ican Army , which i s absurd. If they are not released 
on your dernam, telegraph me. They will be t r ied here and the RussL..n author
ities ma.y submit any proof that pleases them. If these men are not released 
i I!r.ledi at ely I sha ll retal. iate in a □anner t:ta.t the Russian authorities va 11 
l ong r emember. Morrow." 

On aug-J.st 1st, at 7' o'clock in the morning, these two American so-diers were 
turned over t o the American Consul and wer e brought by .Lieu tenant !Jovak to V"-rkne
Udinsk. A iull investigation of the matter clearly established trot these two old 
and excellent nonc ommissioned offic ers were bringing home a drunken, inoffensive 
Ane rican soldier a nd a militia.man. tried to arr est the .--i.merican soi.diers and this the 
two sergeants would. not permit, wh ereupon a Russi::i.n officer attempted to i nterfere 
and drew his sabre. Velanage knocked him down several timaf wi:ereupon other 
militiamen coming up, the Airerican soldiers were arrested. On August 3rd, after 
the incident had been brought to a mos t succeesful conclusion, the following 
telegram was received: 

"Vladivostok, August 3rd, 1919. Col onel Larrow, v~rkhne-Udinsk. 
Number 410. Your number 396 dated three-thirty P. M. July thirty-first 
received here six fifty-seven P.ll.August first. Inasmuch as our govern-
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ment has not recognized the government in Russia we have not recogn ~:zed 
thus far the right of Russi G.D. courts to arrest and try our men. If you 
have carried out your plans it is presumed that before the reoeipt of 
this telegram you will have arrested the two high Russian officials 
for which action you must assume full respon.,:;ibility. Such action 
is dra.sti-0 and should have only been taken as a last resort hence the 
Commanding Officer can :1 ot approve s 1ch actions without more detailed 
in:to:nnation as to the situation. When did this arrest occur? Your 
statements of the case and our reply bas bean wired Ge:1eral Graves at Omsk 
in addi tion we are taking the case up here with the nussian authorities. 

Robinson. 11 

BARR ACK~ Cont'd• (See Par. 5.) 

10. The quest ion of securine: barracks, ho.vever, for t oe winter remained 
a very serious one. Every effort was made to sec.1re barracks but all efforts 
appear ed to be unavai ling . On July 28th , 1919, the follONing telegram was received: 

"Vladivostok, July 28, 1919. Commanding Officer, 27th Infantry, Verkne
Udinak. Number 401. Wire date on what barraoks,if any, you have obtained 
for use in your sec tor also s ize and location of additional barracks you 
will requir e to accommodate your command th is winter. Rush reply. King." 

In answer to the above telegram the followi~ telegram was sent: 

"Verkhne-Udinsk . July 29th, 1919 • .A.Y-EX, Vladivostok. ~umber 391. 
Regardi ng your number 401 . Barracks obtained for one company at Mysovaya. 
These barracks will require expenditur e of five thousand dollars t o make 
habitable far winter . Also three small buildings to aoc-ommodate ten men 
must be constructed t o ca.re for outguards along the r a ilroad f rom latter 
p oint. No other barracks secured. Barr acks will be required here t or om 
thousan.:i. eight hundred forty me n and _stables for three hundred forty five 
men ancl.mals. The Park Barracks will aecanmodate one thousand men and a 
large number or animals. Beresovka. will accanmodate the entire c anma.nd if 
J apanese leave which is rumored. Barracks and stables there in bad repair 
and will require large expenditure of money and ti me to bring them up to 
.American living stamards. If barracks a re secured there estimate will b e 
submit ted as soon as barracks are inspected. Besides this half barrack for 
sixty men must be constructed near railroad. station here. A half' barrack mus t 
be constr-11cted at Most ovoi for sixty men and one small building for sixteen 
men a t Tataurovo. A half barrack at Salenga for sixty men and one small 
bl.lilding for t en men. A half barrack f or sixty men at Pcsolskaya. and fl Te 
small bl.lildrtt?;s f or ten men. The constructi on of all t hese half barracks 
and small buildin gs should. b,; gegun as soon as possi ble in order to be com
pleted before winter. As regards Park Barracks and ::Seresovka sea my report 
ma.de t o Inspector Genera l regarding barracks. Morrow." 

On August the follo.ving telegr am s received: 

"Vladivostok" August l; 1919. Colonel Morr ow, 27th Infantry, Verkhne-Udinsk , 
Nurrber 409. How rrany warehouse have you available at Verkhne-Udinsk and can 
any of them be al tared to supply your requireme.11.ts for barracks for this win terr 
Please wire me details and also advise \W1at bililding materials are available in 
that tArritorv. Kinn-. " 

The
  F

ils
on

  H
ist

ori
cal

  S
oc

iet
y



ment ha.a not r ecogni1ed the gove1nment in Russia we r..ave not recogn~Eed 
thus far the right of Russi:..n courts to a r rest and try our men. If you 
have carried out your plans it is presumed t hat before the r eceipt of 
this t e l egram y ou wi ll have arrested the two hi gh Rus s i an of fi c i als 
for which aotion you mus t assume full respon5lbility. ::iuch action 
i s drastic and sh ould have only been taken as a last re s or t hence the 
Commanding Officer cazuot ~prove s .. ch actions without more detailed 
1n£onna.ti on as to the situation. i:rnen did this arrest occur? Your 
s t a tements of the c ase and our reply has been wired Ge:ieral Graves at Omsk 
in addi ti on we are taking the case up here wi th the ~ussiull authoriti es. 

Robinson. n 

BARR ACK~ Cont'd• (See Par. 5.) 

10. The question of sacurine:· barracks, however, for t c. e winter r emained 
a very serious one. Every e ffort was made to secilre barracks but all efforts 
appear ed t o b e unavai ling . On July 2 8th , 1919, the following telegram was received: 

"Vlad1vos t 0k. July 28, 1919. Commanding Officer, 27th Infantry, Ve rkne
Udinsk . Number 401. Wire dat e on what barr acks,if any, you have obtained 
:for use i n your sec t or also s i ze and location of additional barracks you 
will r equire to a ccommodate your oommand this wi nt e r . Rush r ep ly. Ki ng. " 

In answer to t he above telegram the followi~ telegram was sent: 

"Verkhne-Udinsk. July 29th, 1919 . Mi~~ , Vladi vostok. ~!umber 391 . 
Regarding y our number 401 . B r acks ob t ained for one company at rtysovaya. 
~se barracks will r equire expendi t u r e of f iv e t housand dollar s t o mai.ce 
habitabl e f or winter . .Als o thre e small buildings t o aoc ommodate ten men 
mus t be c ons t ructed to c are f or out guarda along t he r a ilroad. from latte r 
p oint. No other barracks secured. Barr ack s wi l l be required he r .a f or om 
t hous~->_ eight hundred forty man n.nd _stabl es f or t hree hundr ed f orty five 
man and.mals. Ths Park Barracks will acccrmnodat e one thousand men and a 
l arge number of animals. Beresovka will a ccanmodat e the ent ire c QnrJ'.and if 
J apanese leave which is rumored. Barracks and stabl es there in bad r ep[...ir 
and will req,.ure large expenditure of oney and t ime to bri n g them up t o 
American li Y~. stc,.me..rdfh If bru·raok a r e secured t here es t . · t e will be 
nu mitts a.a :;:oou as b1rracks are ins.:: 1c t d . Bosi d s t his li.a.l f barrack f or 
six y men ll'.l'..W: hiJ cor..stru.Jted ne""r railroad. station rier0 .. A h:!l i' barrac:k nr..1ut 
b<;1 c ons ,:uct ed u . .; ;,:ostovo:t for six.~y men &id one snnll building f or sixt e en 
men a t :Zat,;j,m·ovc. .::. talf ba.:,.•rack at S.::..17'.¼.uga. £or s ixty rr.,3n an.a. one small 
bu.ildi:r..g f c•r t;m~ .e.1.. -~ r .. :.:..l~: bar:i.ack :-'.."0°· :n i x~r rcen ::.t ?c: sol s,.-::n.;:.,;-➔ and f/i ve 
;-:' ""'.D,1.l b-c,i7,.5J.·:~::; :·,·:· -,.,,. ,-.==·,:. • ... 1'l0 ('·:l:St•, ..... ·c-::.!.c·; C:'c' .,_ r t'·n--:.o h -·l f hn.:rrcc}r!' 
t !'!...'t 2d....:..:.. :J,,.1~- .. ...:i -=·~ .~ .. ,_-:: __ ~ b t-•J.e:~~· ,i,:1 --~ .. \ ... -:- r.- "";:,Jibl .- tn c:., G..cr ~· .. 1 h:-~ cc~· 
.:pl0 t-- d ~-~- ._-:·:, ~r_,_;_.,.~:;;r r-.,r- !WA5~:~ .. ~J-"-' ~ l:. :;~ •;-(;lrs _i,._:: .. ~~ ., ... , "'•1,.Tr,, G~~ 

rr!9--de to in8.yu~e t f"Jr, r)c n~r~ l riegarfil ng ba.rrac?-2~ t:o~rcr-r:~ tv 

On Aug· t the foll ON ing t a l egrnm was r ec v d: 

''Vladivostok, August l, 19 9. Colonel Mor r ow, 27th Infantry, Verldme -Udin. k , 
Nu.,rbc~'l 409. n cr.1 t'""~!lj' uar &l. 0 1.~[7 r~,,.1·:, ~; --~"!! 0-"7, "_ 17,)} r-; .-:. ; / ~1·' .::,· ...... rr::;'ir.~~ _.::.r..! ...... •·-: 

, . .iJ..G!l~,?; '"".rire me r1o t o.ils a.:1cl. c.l so i·.tct."\?'1.c·e -~~' .J.n 1r~ ild.iD.fs :na.ta:::i<.tls ~-:..::--9 2 .. vail;;it,:..a i11 
that terr it cry.. King." 
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!or whis:h aot!on you nr.1St assu.me full rssp-c::.s.:.oility • .3uch action 
ia drastic and should have only been taken as a la.st resort hence the 
Comnandi:ng Officer can not app rove such aetions without more detailed 
1n£o:nnat1 on as to the situation. When did this arrest occur? Your 
statements o:f t he case and our rep ly has been wired Ge:1eral Graves at Omsk 
in ad.di tion we are taking the ease up here with the Russian authorities. 

Robinson." 

BARR ACK~ Cont'd• (See Pa r. 5.) 

10. The quest ion or securing barracks, ho.vever, for the winter remained 
a very serious one. Every effort was made to secure barracks but all eff>orts 
appeared to be unavailing. On July 28th , 1919, the following telegram was received: 

"VladivostOk, July 2.8, 1919. Commandi:ng Officer, 27th lnf'ant ey, Verkne
Udinsk. Nurriler 401. Wire date on what barracks,if any, you have obtained 
fo r use in your sector also size and location of add! tional barracks you 
will require to accommodate your command this winter. Rush reply. King.·" 

In answer to the above tel egram the foll owl :rg telegram was sent: 

"Verkhne-Ud insk. July 29th, 1919. .PJ,:EX, Vladivostok. l~umber 891. 
Regarding your number 401. Barraclcs obtained for one company at Mysovaya. 
These barrack;., will require expendi ture of five thousand dollars to make 
habitable far winter. Also three small buildings to acc ommodate ten men 
must be constructed to ca.re for out guards along the railroad :from latter 
point. No other barracks secured. Ba.rraaks will be r equired here for ore 
thousar,-:. eight hundred f orty men and _stables for three hundred i'ort iv 
n»n animals . The Park B r acks will aoc amnod.a te one t housand men and a 
large numb er er animals. Beres ovka. wll l accammOd.at e the ent i r e COOCT;;.l.n d if 
J fq;la se l ave which is .. ored. Bai·r a.cks and. stabl es the re i n bad :re1,d .. r 
a..7:.d W'l ll r quire lar ge expeuditn.r':l of· money and ti me t o o:dng t:-1om up to 
/':re.. icc..7. liv; O' s t a t rda. If bar-racks are secured tha:re e3;:im&.te wll.t be 
S! nitt d e.c soon as b8.rracl:s arF L1;.1, C:!C: ted.. Besidos t hi . .:; t> .. nlf barrack fo:r 

ht;:;r n •"l'l!"'.!l.! t ba constru~t ed n _t,1' rt,il:i:·oa.d.e stat:l on hre .. i'i. :twlf bar:.a.ck 'TI·,1qt 

GE> con::t:r-ucted at Uostovoi f or Bix l~" D9Jl and one s m ll bui-,:~,],t; for s ixt~tS; 
""sn a t ':n.t:i.urovo . A b-uf ·t.:.:.rr ~c1:~ "" ,.;, ........ mg::-~ ;.'.'.')r · uty r•":in ar.:~ ~nu ::;~:l!l 

ruild :i.1,.g for t a'l n en. J,. ha lf bo.rl vi1. . ·• ~ . .i.::s:~y "::.': .. - t :- 'S,jl :J: • ..:..;-,c ... •Jo(:.:.. ii "e 
"'::lZ l bt~i l d i:1f,: $ for t m... ;Jello The r '.L1st:r;,.1ct:i::.i;J o::: .~ 11 th~c; ') half ;)~r).'h,fic 
s,nd amci J. bi .ildin gs ah:}ulc.l b 0 gegu:o. as S('!On as p ossi oie in ord'3r tu 1::G -x,
pl - t cd bofero ...,iutel'~ -~s :regai:·ds ~.:i~rb: Barr~oks rn,o. °39rP-30vka fHH~ my report 
ma e t o I nspect or GG11;:>r~l re5ardir4; ~?>ar:!:-ac~~ !.,:or:rov,. " 

On .1:.ug clS t t Le foll cw i ng telegr 31'fl wa s received: 

"VladivostOk, Aug:..st 1, 19l';f. Colo,1el iiorrow, 27th Infantry, Verkhne-Udinsk, 
Nwmer 409 . How xmny warehouse have you available at Verkhne-Udinsk and can 
any of them be altered to supply your requireme.-.,.ts for barracks for this winterf 
Please wire me details and also advise wLat building materials are available in 
that territory. King. " 

'l'he following raply was nade on August 3rd, 1919. 

"Verkhne-Ud.insk, August 3rd, 1919. P".EX, Vladivostok 9 Uumbor 399. 
Reference your 409. We now occupy fourteen warehouses here, also ther~ are 
twenty three more b.ere m.Gking a. total of thirty seven. It is believed we 
oan secure these warehouses and triat tr1ey cun be made suHabla for winter 
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quarters. However the interior must be completely relined, space between roof 
and interior sheeting fille d wit h sawdust, and six stoves per building installed. 
Bath houses and latrines must also be constructed. The stables to accanmodate 
three hundred f orty five animals must be built outright else warehouses useless. 
Practically all rm.terials available here for this construction save nails and 
hinges for doors. Russian garrison at Beresovka increased by one thousand 
men as Japanese who are now umer orders move out. Warehouses and all barracks 
this count ry under control Semeno:ff still I believe I can secure warehouses. 
If we are t o winter here the constrmtion of barracks for troops along the rail
road as well as here must be commenced at once. This will not admit of delay. 
If headquarters a re prepared to assume e:xpense of construction of these barracks, 
stables, and repairs of warehouses I will submit estimate of entire cost which 
howeTer must be far fl'Om accurate. Morrow." 

On August 8th the follooing reply was received: 

"Vladivostok, August 8th, 1919. Commanding Officer, 27th Infant ey, Verl:hne
Udinsk. Number 422. Reference your four naught four. General Graves has 
been asked to take this mtter up at Omsk and also take it up w1 th you when 
he cones through. You mate sure_that is settled with General Graves when be 
cones through V,'\rkhne-Udinsk. K

1
ng." 

This put an end to any apparent hope of securing barracks at or mar Verkhne-Udinsk. 
However, the Military Govemor, General Mejaok was again strongly urged by the Com
manding Officer to secure the Palk Barracks for the use Of the American troo1 s as 
winter quarters and on .August 14th, the folloiring letter was received from General 
Mejack: 

"Military Gov em , 
2nd Military District, 

August 14, 1919 . No. 4046. 

CO!lj!!J&lding American Troops in Baikal Sect or Colonel Morrow: 

In reply to my request to let you have the Parle Barracks for winter 
quarters, I received the followi!1g telegram: 

On account Of t he order Iio. 27 to the Corps, Park Barracks shall be 
given to the Manchuria Division, mo after their return from the front will b e filled 
up by new recruits and tberefore th ey camot be given to the Amerioan c onmand. .Auto
mobile repa.1 r shop can cl.so be established there , but the mose space shall be given 
to the Manchurian Division. Beresovka shall be given to the Americans. 

Regimental Adjutant Suboovski, 

Copy Of t he preceeding telegram was sent to Beresovka Garris on_ Commander and 
to the Chief of Za.i-Baikal Engin&er Department, Colonel Emel yanov, f or orders, to 
whom you shall awly for information in regard. to quarters for your troops. 

Maj or General tfe jack." 

The aut hority to utilize the entire warehouse section, 37 buildings, was also 
received. General Mejack having secured this authority f rom Haberovsk. After a 
conference with the Russian Commander at Berasovka and the Chief of the Russian 
Engineers, together wi1h an inspect ion or the barracks which it was proposed to 
f"ll'I .. A ~n ~\..- ,. __ _ .: ______ .,;.. ~ L - -- • 
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Pl'aetic.all all aterials avail.able here for this constz-.iction save nails ano. 
hi:uges for doors. Russian garrison at Beresovka 1Dcreased by one thousand 
men as Japanese who are now um.er orders move out. Warehouses and all barracks 
this country under control Semenoff' still I believe I can secure warehouses. 
If we are to winter here t he oon.strmtion of" barracks for troops along the ra.11-
road as well as here must be commenced at O?JCe. This will not admit or del~. 
It headqo.a.rters are prepared to a s sume e~ ense of oonstructi on of these barracks, 
stables, and repairs of warehouses I will submit estimate of ent i re cost whioh 
howeYer must be f'a.r frOm accurate. Morrow." 

On August 8th the following reply wa s r eceived: 

''Vladivostok, August 8th, 1919. Commanding Otficer, 27th Infant I'9, Verl:bne
Udinsk. Number 422. Reference your four naught f'our. General Grayes has 
been asked to take this natter up at Omsk and also take it up w1 th you when 
he cones through. You tna{e su.re_th.at is settled with General Graves when he 
cones through Verkhne-Udinsk. K

1
ng.tt 

This put an end to tmy apparent hope Of securing ba.rraoks a t or ne ar Verkhne-Udinsk. 
However, t he Military Govemor, General Meja.ck was aga in strongly urged by the Com• 
manding Officer to secure the Pam: Barracks f or the use ·or the American troop s as 
winter quarters and on August 14th, the follow ing letter was received from General 
Mej aok: 

".Military Govem , 
2nd Military District, 

August 14, 1919. No. 4046. 

Commanding American Troops in Baikal Sector Colonel Morrow: 

In r eply to my request to l e t you have the Pa.lit: Barracks for winter 
quarte rs, I received the following telegram: 

On account Of the order Ifo. 27 to the Corps, Park Barracks shall be 
given to the Manchuria Division, 'Who after their return from the front will be filled 
up by new recruits and. therefore t h ey cannot be gi van to t he .American oomnand. .Auto
mobile rep&i r shop can also be established there, but the mose spac e shall be given 
to the Manehurian Division. Beresovka shall be given to the JL>::ericans. 

Regimental Adjutant Subcovski. 

Copy of the preceeding telegram was sent to Beresovlm Garris :in Commander and 
to the Chief of Za i-.Baikal Engineer Department, Colonel Emelyanov, for orders, to 
whom you shall a )?.ply :for i nformation in regard to quarters for your troops. 

Major GenBral Meja.ck." 

The authority to utilize the entire warehouse sec ti on, 37 buildings, was also 
received. General Mejack having secured r;hi s authority from HaberovSk. After a 
oonference wi th the Russian Commander at Beresovka and the Chief of the Russian 
Engineers, together with an inspection of the barracks which it was proposed to 
give t o th e .Ame::doans at Beresovka, the following telegram was sent: 

rtverkhne-Udinsk, August 22nd, 1919. A.MEX. Vladivostok. Number 444. 
Can secure the war~houses here for us,~ .:i.s 1nirracks f'or entire commnd. 
To prepare them for w.l.:1ter oocupation will cost app ro:x:irra.tely seventy five 
thousand dollars. Can a.ls o secure barracks at Beresovka for entire comrrand. 
These barracks in bad repair approxirro.te cost of p:it t ing Lhem in propm- shape 
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twenty tive to thirty thousand dollarз. Looation here for huniredз o-t ree.эons 
mu.ch pref'eraЫe t о Beresovka. Ca.n secure accommodat1ons for all save two 
platoonз on ra.11road. Тhеве Ъuildings and small Ъuildings for outguards must 
Ъе conatrooted at ome. If we oocupy e1tmr t:te wareho,дseз or the barraoks at 
Beresovka th& authori ty tor the expenditure ot the suns requв вted should Ъе 
~diately authorized 1n order to remer Ъarraoks haЫtaЪle Ъefore winter 
sets in and. to вате 1ncreased oost вв nateria.lз are 1noreasing in оовt. 
Every day is valuaЫe. These expendi tures canuot. Ъе a.voided. Morrow." 

On August 26th the follaving reply was reoe1 ved: 

''Vladivostok, Auguзt 23rd, l 919. Comrilanding ◊ffioer, 27th Ini'antry, 
~ Verkhne-iJdinsk. Number 462, :Retereme уош- tou.r four forty f'our hа.те referred 

rratter to General Graves at Omsk will adv.ise you earliest praoticable date. 
Jl&an'Wh1le get possess1on ot Ьarra.cks at Beresovka. к1ng." 

0n the night ~ .a.ugust 2&th at а d.inner giveu 1n honor of Geners.l Yosble, Imperial 
Japanese Army, the interpreter ot the comma:nding Otficer. Мr. Silverma.n. was in
tormed Ъу Generэl. Mejack, that Ье Ъаd received that afteruoon а telegram f.rom 
A.t.ama.n .Semenoff'. eta.ting tnat the Ъarracks a.t B~Nsovka would not Ъе given to the 
Junerioan OQ'DJna.nd. and tha.t, he, General :Мejack, would. not deliver this telegram to 
tЬе COmПВllding Officer until thз following dat at 10 o•clock, nor would he oommuni" 
оаtв 1t to any oft'iaial until that time. 0n the morning of' the 27th, a.t 7 л.м., 
Оощраnу ''I" ot the 27th Infвntry under the com:m.nd ot Oaptain F-ry, was oro.ered to 
proceed to Beresovka вnd take arer tЬе Ъarraoks at that ' j)iaQe, estaЬlish1ng sentries 
and, after the oocupa.tion Of the Ъarraoks -was complete and а guard estaЫished, to 
repcrt his aotionз to the R-ussian Commander, Мa.jor General ЦvssUl'a. This was 
aooaцpl1shed w1 thout inc1dent. On .A.ugust 27th, the follo.r1.ng communication wae re
cei ved :from Маj or General Mejaak. 

"Military Govemor, 
2nd Ш.litary Distriot• 

Angust 27th, 1919. 

Readqu.artera of the Лrmrican Troops: 

0n aocount ot occnpat1on ot the .Ps.rk Бarracks and Baresovka Garrison Ъу the 
Russia.n t:ro ops, those Ъarracks oannot Ъе taken Ьу the American tiroops. 1 issued -toda.y 
ord&r to District Co.rrmittee to assign 11'D'Il&d1ately buila.ingв in the city tor .America.n 
1iroopa. The :tollowing sen t you. for information. 

Reпвlk. The а'Ьоvе telegram i-eceived from the Reglmaпtal Adjutant of .'Мilltary 
Oommand.er Of the T:ranз-Baikal District Ъу NwnЪer 019924/а. Communica.tion trom 
Regimertal Adjutant 8th Rifle Division of AugJ.st 25th, 1~19, Ьу No. 423?. 

Ме.J ar Ge ne ral Мв jaek • 11 

On Augc1st 28th t:ЬВ Command1ng Offioer called cn General Мyssura at Beresovka, as 
General Мyssura ha.d protested against his oooupying tha Ьs.rrackэ at Beresovka. al
though preViously to this ti.in, ani on reoeipt ot the original order g.tving the 
barraoks to tne Amerioans, G$ne:ral :М:yssura b11d :tully consentecl to their use Ьу the 
An8r1can t roops and had designa.ted the wild1ngs t о :Ье ocou_pied Ьу them at БeresoVka~ 
This :ts.ot was called to the attentioц of General Цvssura, who was info:nned that th& 
Amerioans had already oocupied tЬе barraoks at tha.t plaat , and ha.d made all thelr 
plans and prepa.rations to.winter their t,оорз tl!ere; tl;a.t it was too late tor tho86 
plans to Ье ohanged, and t зt the Ame1·io.1n command would cont inu.& to oooupy bar:racks, 
at Bereзo'V'ka. This decision General Мувsurэ. ooomunicated to Ataman Semeno:rr. at 
Ohita. If any oomplaint wа.в ever made af thia it n.ever oame in any otficial form 
to the .Anвrioan Headq,шrters. The Ъarrackв assigмd at Beresovka for the use of the 
.A.nerican troops, ha.d formerly been а priaon са.пр fсд: .Austrian prisoners ot war, and 
had been ~cnpied Ьу th&se p:risonors ror f1ve years. They were one story log build--
1ngs, · and in а wntched state of repai r. Нalf of the window-sash Ъeing t;one am 
more that two-thircls ot the window p:i.nes. The stoves were in bad repair. ha 
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The sanitr~ conditions in and around the barracks were such as would deny description. 
There were no k i tchens or mess halls, no stables; all of the latrines were in 
such condition as prevented t}1eir use • .ii.11 the buildings, while large enough to 
easily accommodate the entire command, required an enormous amount of work as well 
as a large eJqJ enu.i ture of money. The com..'nand had to be moved nine ver t s from its 
s'l1Illl'.l8r canp, together with four months supplies to Beresovka. At the sane time 
the outguards along the railrcad had l.O be cared for, and their winter quar ters 
prepared. ~he constwction, double wallir.g, flooring and the putting in of windows 
and st)oves for 68 cars, required for the troops along the lines, constituted an e 
enormous t ask. A station and waiting-room for tte guard at Verkhne-'Jciinsk also bad 
to b e constructed. The nights were £i.lready oeginning to grow cold, fires h·wing to 
be kept in all of the tents dur i ng the night. The task set before the regiment 
was indeed an enormous one, and permitt ed no waste of time. By September 12th, 
the entire comna nd, less the 4th Field Hospital, prisoners and one plat oon for guar d 
had taken up station at Beresovka. About 200 Austro- German was prisoners and 150 
Russian laborers of all kinds, were set to work on the barracks and grounds. The 
entire command worked without stopping for Sundeys or holidays from the beginning 
Of September until the middle of November to complete t r.e work which was required 
to make these barracks habitable and equal to a high stam. ard of A.inerican sanitation. 
When this work was about . ha.:.. f c anpleted one tho.1s and of tm old ~n of the regiment w 
were sent to the Unit ad States and replaced by ons thouB<.4nd recruits. This entirely 
broke up th& worki ng organization of the regiment and required that a new organiza
Uon be built up with these untrained recruits. which in every way delayed and hamp
ered the work of construction. When the work was completed, the garrison was tre 
completes t One I have ever seen in Siberia. Its every feature was excellent. It 
included: three splendi d stablai, eleven warehouses, two excelient hospitals, an 
emellent regimental infirmazy , a f i ne ba t hOhouse, an enormous gymnasium 300 X 48 
f eet, au ic e skati ng rink 152 X 5S feet. The Y. :.:. C. .A. building was in eyery way 
e:aellent and f or colouring and taste could not be surpassed. Excellent kitchens 
and mess mlls were construc ted for every org~niza t ion; officers quarters we re re
paired am put in e xcellent condition; a beautiful cl ub building was designed am 
fu.rnished. The en tie garrison was whi t ewashad. inside and outside ; the windows and 
wooclworlt pa inted; latrines were plaoed in excellent condition. The electric light 
plant was brought from the old canp and insta lled i n the new garrison, t he mai n 
lines put in and tbe interior w:ir ing done in 58 buildi ngs . This completely lighted 
the enti re garrison. lelephone lines ere constrooted through t i1e entire garrison 
and to the ra.1h oad station and Pr ovost Guard in Ber esovka. a nd Verkhne-Udinsk. This 
white garrison surrounded by the unsightliness and unsanita ry conditions of t he 
Russian garrison, presented such a. cor1trast a s to fully r E.'!)31 the men of the com
mand for a ll t he labor they hl.d expended. 

11. On Oot ober 1st, General Dun Levitsky, of Ataman Semenoff's forces, arrived 
from the vicinity or Chita, with a command of' approxina tely 2000 men. This force con 
sisted largely of Buriat and .Mong-olian troops , mount ed on small 1!9ngolian ponies and 
a.rimd with lance, rifle and sabre. In addition to th is fo1·ce there was a regiment 
Of artillery consisting of four gat teries, two guns each. They i mmediat ely t ook 
up quart er s in the Park Barrac ~s, five versts east of Verkhne-Udinsk. Imme ~: ately 
upon General Lavit sky's arrival in the city, he came with the Russi.....n Mill.tar:, 
and Civil Gove rnors to call on the Arrarican qommander at Beresovka. On October 
2nd At ~rran Semenoff arrived in Verkhne--Udinsk, and was entertained. a t a d inaer by 
General Levitsky9 to wh ich all the officials of the city, and the J apanese a nd 
American Col'!lt':";.-,.:nders were iuvi tad and did attend. During t he dinner .Ataman SemenOf :f 
r eq.iested the American Comramder to review the f orce o:r General .i:.evi t sky the next 
morning. The review t o ok place on a· field a bout one mile north of the old 27th 
Infantry oamp. It was apparent to all t bat t his fo1·ce of hlongolians and Buriats 
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as a large &.xpen-li ture or money. The c~and had to be moved niue verts from its 
a~r canp, together with four months supplies to Beresovk.a. At the same time 
the outgua.rds along the railroo.d had Lo be cared for, and t he ir winter quarters 
prepared. The constwction, double walli~, flooring and the putting in of windows 
and sboves for 68 cars, required for the troops along the lines, cons tituted an e 
enormous task. A station and waiting-room for the guard a t Verkhne-Udiusk a lso bad 
to be constructed. The nights were a lready beginning to grow cold, fires h.-i.v ing to 
be kept in all of the tents during the night. ~he task set before the regiment 
was indeed an enormous one, and permitted no waste of time. By Sept ember 12th, 
the entire comn:and, less the 4th Field Hospital, prisoners and one platoon for guard 
had taken up station at BeresoVka. About 200 Aus tro- German was prisoners and 150 
Russian laborers or all kinds, were set to work on the barracks and grounds . The 
entire conrnand worked without stopping for Sund~s or holidays from the beginning 
of September until the middle o-r November to compl ete t he wom which was required 
to make these barracks habitable and equal to a high stani ard of A.iner ican sanitation. 
When this work was about . ha.1 f c anpleted one thousand Of the old nen of the regiment w 
were sen t to the United States and repla ced by one thousand recruit s . This entirely 
broke up the working organization of the regiment and required that a new organ.isa
ti on be built up with these untra ined r eomit s, which 1n every way delayed and hamp
ered the work of construction. When the work as completed. the garrison was tre 
completest one I havs ever seen in Sib eria. Its every feature was excellent. It 
included: three splendid stablei , eleven warehouses, two excellent hospitals, an1-t 

ucellent regimental infirna l)', a fine bathOhouse, an enormous gymnasium 300 X 48 
eet , an ice ska ti~ rink 15 2 X 5S feet. The Y. L!. C. A. building was in every way 

exoellent and for colouring and t aste could not be surpassed. Excellent k itchens 
and messm.lls were constructed for every org~ i zation; officers quarters were r~ 
y;air d a.m put in excellent condition; a beautif'tll club building was desif,11ed am 
furnished. The en;;ie garrison was whi tewashed inside and outside; the windows and 
woOdwork painted; latrines were placed i n excellent condi tion. The electr:ic light 
plant was brought from the old canp and installed i n the new garrison, the main 
lines put in and tbe interior wiring done in 58 buildings. Thi s completely lighted 
the entire garrison . Telephone l ines were constr~ted througp ti1e entire garrison 
and to the railroad station and Provost Guard in Beres ovka and Verkhne-Udinsk. This 

hite garri son surrounded by the unsight liness and unsanitary conditions or the 
Russian gar rison, p resented such a co ntrast as t o fu lly repa.v the men of the com
mand for all t he labor they tad e:xpended. 

11. On October 1st, Ge neral Dun Levitsky, of Ataman Semenoff's forces, arrived 
from the v icinity Of Chit a., with a com.>nand of approxina tely 2000 men. This force con 
sisted largely of Buriat and Mongolian troops, mounted on small ).~9ngolian ponies am 
arnad with l ance, r i fle and sabre. In ad.d i ti on to this force there was a regiment 
Of artillery consis ting o~ four gatteries, two guns each. They im.':lediately took 
up quarters in the Park Barrac ~s, five versts east of Varkhne-Udinsk. Imme ~:ately 
upon General Levitsky's arrival in the city., he came wiLh the RussL ... n Milttary 
and Civil Governors to call on the Arrerica.n qonumnder at Beresovka. On October 
2nd Atq. ire.n Semenoff arrived in Verkhne-Udin sk, and was entertained at a dinB.er by 
General Levitsky, to which all the of fic i als of t he city, and the Japanese and 
American C0mr.c ·,.nders were i nvited o.nd did attend. During the dinner Ataman Semenoff 
requ.ested the American Comnander to review the force Of General .i...evi tsky the next 
morning . The review took place on a field about one mile north of the old 27th 
Infantry camp. It was ~parent to all that this fo1·oe of Mongolians anr1 Buriats 
would not present any serious difficulties in an armed encounter with the American 
ar aey other armed f orce. Few of the officers were able to speak wi th the men and 
there were but little si ~s of orga~zat ion. During the day the !..•r;erican Commander 
alJd. .A.tarre.n Semenoff held a conference, at which t he Liilitary Govern, Get1er-cJ.l !.le.jack, 
was present. The .d.taman said that re deeply regreted the conduct of h i lt a.mored 
trains in t he ..:L--rerioan sector and that he bad been very badly served by his Com
manders and h&. d been deceived and lied t. O about the conditions at V"!rkhne-Udinsk 
and also, that he desired the past t o be forgotten. Colonel Morrow informed him 
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that the Amari c.sns were very deeply incens ed at the slanderous and untruthful 
articles which were being published in th ,1 Chita :i;apers r egarding the Americans; 
that thes e a r ticles had for t he ir so le purpose the discrediting of Americans i n 
the eyes Of the Russian popula ti on and were published as propaganda against the 
Americans; that t hey were published at a place where Samano.ff was known to be all 
p owerful a nd the Dictator Of 01:ita; tbat the Aroorica:ns, tr,erefore, did hold him 
r e sp onsib le for these art ic las. A ta.man Semenof f agreed that IIBnY of the articles 
were not t 1ue in fact ani promised that articles of a similar character would not 
again be published in the papers of Chit a. 'l'he Ataman l aft for Chi ta the night of 
October 3rd. Pri or to the arrival Of t he l!Ong'Olian-Bu.riat troops or Dicl:i e Division 
(Wild Division) the entire country from P.zy-sovaya to Verkhne-Udinsk and south to the 
Mongolian Border, had bean absoiutely peaceful. No ~pparent reason could be assigned 
for the stationing of the "Dickie Divis! on" at the Paik Barraci:cs in Verkhne-Udinsk. 
In the Wes t the forces Of t he Supreme Dictator, Admiral Kolchak, were in c. vecy 
serious condition, while to the east or Ohita the £Drees Of Ataman Semenoff himself 
were in a most serious amp a r i ous condition. Shortly after the arrival of the 
Mongolian and Buri at truopa ,their requisitioning parties began to go into tho Interior 
t o the south flong the trail or Rhiatka and to the villages southeast and southwest 
of Verkhne-Ud insk . These detachments requisitioned food, cattle, horses, etc., and 
to the peasan ts of the villages were but raiding ba.m.s who took without pay th~ir 
prq, arty and the very toed which rm.de l i f e possible. Followi ng these raids repar ts 
emanating f rom Oossaak s ources began to be received regarding forces of so-called 
Bolsheviks 1n the vi cinity c:£ Verkhne-lJdinsk and throughout the surroundin g country. 
These reports were not credi tad as it was well known that no such forces existed and 
that the p eople l abeled a s Bol sheviks w~re but peasant s who object ed t o the forcible 
seizure Of their goods and p r ope rty. On October 12th Sergeany Stoleff, Cossack, be
longing to the command of General Levits:icy, was killed by Private Stevens of the 
27th lnfantry, .a memuer of t m Milit a ry Police, in a restaurant j.n Verkhne-Udinsk. 
Seageant Stol eff was drunk and threatening all Ame rican soldiers with death and 
destruc tion. Pri vate Stevens came i nto t he room and Sergeant St oleff sta rted to 
draw his sabre and carry into execution h is many threats. St evens i mmediat e ly shot 
him, the wound provi~ fatal after a few hours. General Levi tsky, after an inves
tigation, immediately exonerated Private Stevens and stated that Sergeant Stoleff 
had brought on t he killing and that the Am;rican soldier acted only in self-defense. 

12. Early in October there began, from Vl adivos tok , a shipment of arms through 
Vel·k hne-Udiusk des t ined for the use of .Admiral Kolchak at Omsk. One of these 
echelons having 45, 000 rifles a.board was l)nder t he command of Lieutenant Ryan , 
31st Infantry, and was guarded by 45 men from the same r efi:lmant. On October 23rd, 
it reached Chit a. , t he Headquarters of .A.taman Semanoff. On October 24th the f Ollm"l.i ng 
te legram was reoei ved: · . 

" 1tChita, Siber ia, October 24, 1919. Colonel, :Mor row, u.s. Anny, 
Beresovka., Siberia. Supply train with ri f l es f or Kolohak at Chit a 
Lieutenant Ryan in cLargs Of train has orders not to let any suppli es 
oft the t rain Semeno.ff ~thorities demand that Li eutana.nt Ryan c omply 

ith t el egram from Omsk Consul Fowler conferring wit h Semen.off trot"!.ble 
is e xp ected result of co nf erence will wire imrmdiat"ely train guard forty 
men five Red Cross doctors result of conference will be known at six PM 
Genander." 

The Commandi ng Offic er tele graphed a s follc.ws : 

"Beresovka, Siberia. , Octob er 24, 191~. A..Tl!8 ri oan Consul Fowler, Chita. 
Lieutenant Ryan. Ryans orders must be carried out notify Semenoff that t he 
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th& e;;a• or t he Russian popul.ati on and were published as propaganda against the 
~ricans; th.at tl-.EU were published a t a pla ce where SemenOff was known to be all 
powerful. and the Di otat or of Chit a; that the Americans, therefore, did hold him 
responsible far these ar ticles. Ataman Serrenoff agreed that mmy of the articles 
were not tru.e in fact and promised that articles Of a similar character would not 
again be published i n the papers Of Chit a.. The Ataman l att for Chi ta the night ot 
October 3rd. Prior t o the arrival of the l!ongolian-Buriat troops or Dic:tie Division 
{Wild Divis ion) the entire country from l\ysovaya to Verkhne-Udinsk and s0t1th to the 
:Mongolian Border, had beeri absolutely peaceful. No app arent reason could be assigned 
for the stationing of t he "Dickie Division" at the Paxk Barracks in Verkhne4Tdinsk. 
In the West the forces of the Supreme Dicta tor, Admiral Kolcbak, we re i nc. very 
serious condit1 on, while to the east of Chit a the forces af Ataman Semeno:ff himself 
were in a most serious a ?Ji precarious condi tion. Shortly after the arrival of the 
Mongolian and Buriat trvops ,their requis itioning parties began to go into tho Interior 
to the south flo:cg the tra il at Xhia tka and to the villages s011theast and s out hwest 
ot Verkhne - Udinsk. These detachments requisitioned food, cattle, horses, etc., and 
to the peasants of the villages were but raiding batll s who took without pay their 
prq,erty and the very focxi which rrade life possible. Following these raids repcrts 
emanating from Cossack sources began to be received regarding forces of so-called 
Bolshevi ks in the vicinity ot Verkhne..lJdinsk and throtrghout the surrounding country. 
These repo rts were not credited a s it was well known t hat no such forces existed and 
that tra p eople labeled as Bolsheviks w~re but peasants who objected to the forcible 
seizure of t heir goods and property. On October 12th Sergeany Stoleff, Cossack, be
longing to t he command of General Levitsk;y, was killed by Private Stevens of the 
27th Infantry, .a mem□er of too Milit a ry Police, in a restaurant j.n Verkhne-Udinsk. 
Sea geant St olef'f' was drunk and threatening all .American sold~ers with death and 
destruc t i on . Private Stevens came i nto the room and Sergeant St oleff started to 
draw his sabre and carry into execution his many threats. Steven s i mmediat e q shot 
him, t h e wound provi~ fatal after a few hours . General Levi tstg, after an inves 
tigation• immedia tely exonerated Private Stevens and stated that Sergeant St oleff 
had brought on the killing and t hat the American soldier ac ted only in self-defense. 

12. Early in October there began, from Vladivostok, a shipment of arms through 
V e 1·k lme-Udinsk des tined for Che use of Ad..l!li.ral Kolchak at Omsk. One of t 11ese 
echelons having 45,000 rifles aboard was -g.nder the command of Lieutenant Ryan, 
31st In:fan try, and was guarded by 4 5 men f'rom the same ref;iment. On October 23rd, 
i t reach.ad Chit a, the Headquarters of .Ataman SeiJBno:rr. On Oc t ob er 24th the follovli ng 
t elegram was received: 

It "Chita. Siberia, October 24, 1919. Colonel, Morrow, u.s. Army, 
Ber esovka , Siberia. Supply train with rifles for Kolchak at Chita 
Lieutenant _ Ryan in c l:arge of train has orders not to let any supplies 
off t h e t rain Semenaff authorities demand that Lieutauant Ryan comply 
with telegram from Omsk Consul Fowler conferring with Semenoff trouble 
is e:xpeoted r esult of conference will w:ir e inlln'3diately train guard forty 
men five Red Cross doctors r esult of conference will b a known at six PM 
Genander •" 

The Commanding Officer telegraphed as follo.vs: 

11Beresovka, Sibe1·ia, Oc t ober 24, 19b. America'l Consul ?owler, Chita. 
Lieutenant Ryan. Ryans orders must be carried out notify Semenoff that the 
telegram from Omsk will be transmitted to General Graves at VladivostOk and 
if he orders .Lieutenant Ryan to turn over t:r...e rifles t hey will be t u rned over 
but authority !!rllSt be obtained from General Graves this situation nri.2St 
.:..wa it his decision have Omsk telegram immediately telegr:::..phed to General 
Graves and reques t orders and decision be issued to Lieutenant Ryan. Horrow''. 

The following was received from Chit a on October 25th: 
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"Chi ta., Siberia, October 25, 1919. Colonel 1iorrow, Beresovka. 
Telegram from General Graves states quote Do not give arms to Semenoff 
end quote. Semenoff bas given unt il 11:00 A.M. this date when he will take 
r ifles by f orce if possible. Ryan ." 

To which i;he Commanilng Officer rEg>lied as follo.vs: 

"Beresovka, Siberia, October 25, 1919. 
Lieutenan t Ryan , C:hi ta. Obey your orders from General Graves and do 
not t u rn over a rms stay by your t rain. I am t elegraphing Semenoff. Morrow". 

The following telegram was dispatched. to Ataman Semenotf: 

"Beresovka, Siberia. October 25, 1919. Ataman Semenoff, Ch.i.ta. 
Urgent ly reque s t that you ta~e no forcible action against small American 
eschelon now at Chita. The ques tion of tbe delivery of anns should be 
adj us ted by the Supreme Dictator. Lieut. Ryon only obeys his orders from 
the American Commande r, General Graves • This quest ion should not lead to 
battle as the dictator can at a la ter dat e dispose of the arms in quest ion 
as i s pleasing to him. Your cooperation i s req~sted in order t hat this 
smal l "1 8st1 on rm.y not lead to the gravest and most serious r esult to Russia. 
Request you. make use of telegraph and communicate wit h me fully on this 
mb jec t. Morrow." 

At tle same time the following telegram was sent to the outlying detachments of the 
American cammnd: 

"Beresovlm., Siberia, October 25, 1919. Commanding Officer, .American 
Troops, :Mysovey-a. Hold company in readiness for immedia te move to 
Verkhne-Udinsk Arrange for transportation with Czech Commander If 
you. r eceive orders to concentrate here "Qring a ll troops from Posolslm.ya, 
Sa l enga. and Mysovaya using force if necessary to secure t ransp ortation. 
Morrow." 

ithin an hour aft er sena.ing the original telegram to Semeneff, the folloo ng 
reply was received: 

"Chita, Siberia, October 25th, 1919. Colonel Morrow, Beresov::.m., Siberia. 
Dear Colonel we understand each other I see. Don't worry I shake your 
hand. Ataman SemenOf'f. 

Thi s Telegran was immadiately transmitted to Lieutenant Ryan at Chica and the 
e.xchelon cont aining the rifles was allcwed to proceed on its Via¥ without molestation. 
HQlraver, this affair assumed very serious proportions as one of Semenoff's a rmored 
trams backed down within a few yards of the Amer ican esohel on and opened its 
parts and prer-e. r ed for a c tion. A strong :force of I nfantry was sent by Semenoff to 
the ra.llr oo.d station in Chit a which was very near the point where t he i..merican esohelon 
was lying. Lieutenant Ryan uncoupled his amunit ion cars i'l'Om the t rain, unloading a 
large number Of ri f le cases and prepared a breastworks: from t hese rifle cases on each 
side ot the track, behind wh ich ha placed his guard and fully p repared for act ion. 
These r ifl es unques tionably would hav }9 been t ak en aw· y by Semenoff f rom a less reso
lute and determined offi ce r tba.n Lieut enant Ryan. It was only by his good judgment 
and determination to fight that preT9nted this high-handed action on thci part of 
A.ta.imn Semen.off'• 
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...... --~ -----•- .r .. ..... ...-~ -...o .. 'l:r:J q;;i i;e vo no~ give arms to i3emenof'f 
and ~ot.e. 5~en0ff l:a.s given until 11:00 A.M. this date when he will take 
ritles by force if pos sible. Ryan." 

To which Che Oomna niing Officer replied as follows: 

"Beresovka, Siberia, October 25, 1919. 
Lieutenant Ryan, Chita.. Obey your orders trom General Graves and do 
not t:irn over a nns st~ by your trai n. l am telegraphing Semenotf'. Morrow". 

The following telegram was dispatched to Ataman Semenaf't: 

~Beresow:a., Siberia. October 25, 1919. Ataman Semenoff, Chita.. 
Urgent ly request that you talce no forcible action against small American 
eschelon now at Chita. The question of tlle delivery or arms should be 
adjus t ed by the Supreme Dictator. Lieut. Byon only obeys his orders from 
t he ~werican Commander, General Graves. This quest ion should not lead to 
battl e as the dictator can at a later date dispose of the anns in qu.est ion 
as is pleas ing to him. Your cooperation is req12sted in order that this 
small ~es ti on rray not lead to the gravest and most serious result to Russ ia. 
Request you make use of t elegr aph and communicate with me fully on this 
subject . Morrow." 

At tle s ame time the following telegram was sent to the outlying det achments of the 
Ana r i can c omnand: 

"Beresovlm., Siberia, October 25, 1919. Commanding Officer, Americ an 
Tr oops , Mysov~a. Hold company in readiness for innnediate move to 
Verkhne-Udinsk Arrange for transportation with Czech Commander If 
y-ou. receive orders to concentrate here ~ring a ll troops from Posolslm.ya. 
Salenga l:lld .Mysovaya using force if necessary to se-.: ure transportation. 
Morrow." 

Within an hour after s ending the original telegram to Semen eff, the foll owl ng 
reply wa s received: 

" Chita, Siberia, October 25th, 1919. Colonel Morrow, Beresovka., Siberia. 
Dear Colonel we understand each other I see. Don't worry I sr..ake your 
hand. Ataman Semenof:f. 

This Telegran was imnadiately transmitted to Lieutenant Byan at Chica a.nd the 
e.xchelon containing the rifles was al l ONed to proceed on i ts wa;y without molestation. 
He.ever, this affair asswned ve ry s erious proporti ons as one of Seme noff's armored 
trains backed down wi thin a few ;y-a.rds of the Americ an eschelon and opened its 
parts and pr ere.red for acti on. A strong force of' I nfantry was sent by Semenoff to 
the rallroo.d s t ation in Chit a which was ve ry near t he point where the i:.merican eschelon 
was lying. Lieutenant ~ uncoupled his amunition cara from the train, unloading a 
large numb er Of rifle ca ses and prepared a breastworks: from tt.0se rifle cases on each 
side Of the track, behind wh ich he pl~ed his guard and fully prepared for c::.ction. 
These rifles :unquesti onably would ha.V :¼8 been taken aw y by Semenoff from a less reso
l u te and det ermined officer than Li eutenan. t Ryan. It was only by his good judgment 
and de termination t o fi~t t hat prev'3nted this high-handed action on th~ part of 
AtanEn Semen.Oft. 

13. It nay be noted in this connection that the enormous numbers of executions 
taking place in the territory controlled by Atarrmi S·emenaff o.uri ng Augast, September 
and October, were daily increasing. The number of railroad nan being whipp&d and 
executed in this territory bad rSduced the efficiency of the railroad b;v over sixty 
percent and wall-informed observess were beginning to fear a complete break-down of 
the railroad in the territory under his control. On Nov-ember 9th, Omsk fell and 

with it the Kolcha.k: Govern.neut. 1:a.ey of the Departn:en ts and &inisters evacuated 
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Omsk an u. came to Irkutsk. Shortly after their arrival in Irkutsk maey reports were 
received which lead everyone to believe th.at Irkutsk city was strongly against the rem 
namts Of the Kolchak Govermrent and opposed to Semenoff who was now left i n charge of 
practically the only organized force in the country. 

14. On Nov.ember 26th, the annored train "Grosneya" came to Mysoveya. Regarding 
its actions the Commanding of fie er at that point telegraphed as follows: 

" Mysovaya, Siberia, Nobember 26, 1919. Commanding 0fficer, 27th 
Infa."l.try, Beresovka. Number 159. .Annored train of Ataman Semenoff at 
this station. Drunken officers and soldiers from this train continuai:ly 
insulting .A.me rica.n soldiers. On the t woo ty-fifth a ma.chine gun was 
taken from t m annored train and mounted for aoti on but was r001oved 
when a protest was made. Offic ers and so.sdiers from this train i!av-e 
nade threats to at tack the Czech comrrand here who are quartered in cars 
on the railw~. Recom ·1end inmediate removal of annored train from town 
Of Mysovaya a.s it is a menace to the proper operations of the rail~• 
Waite. Cap_tain COilll1la2lding •" 

The above report was telegraphed to ataman Semenoff .i:,wember 26th, with the 
foll owing addition: 

"Request you issue orders to armored car commander so that no 
trouble nay occur there• 1 am responsible for 1Iysoveya a:1i the railway 
there and guarantee its safety. I cannot understand the necessity for the 
armored cars presence at Jrl;,rsoveya where t is extrer.iely liLely to CG.use 
trouble on a ooowit of its hos ti le aoti ons. Mor1·ow. " 

At the same time the fOLl011ing telegram was sent: 

"Beresovka, Siberia, ifo oember 26th, 1919. Commanding Officer, 
u. s. Troops, Mysoveya. You know my position regarding the railroad and 
armored car. Ir armored oar attacks C:::echs or fires on railroad cars in the 
~ rds destroy the annored car. I am sen, ing Novak and thirty-seven 
milimeters to you this· afternoon. Inform annored trai. n commander that 
Semenoff and myself are friends and that if he p recipitates a bat tle there 
he will be destroyed. 1'Iorrow." 

This telegram was comnunicated to t he annored train cOit:"ander who at once caused 
his cr&ll to cond-.ict i;hanselves properly and in all ways complied and c onformed to the 
wishes and demands of the American Command.er. In reply to the telegram sent to Ataman 
Semenaff, the Chief Of St~f Of Ataman Semenotf r ~lied as foll o,rn : 

"Chita, Siberia. To Colonel Mar row. The sen ding of an armored car to 
Mysovaya is cnot connected with General Gaida's incid(l'.].t but with the great 
number of desertions from thB Siberian ..d..rIJW, who are prohibited to pass 
through Zai-Baikal. 1 request to info:rm your troops about it. Chief of Staff, 
Colonel Subcovski. 1 3278/a. 

The a imored train conducted itsel f in a ll the f ew ~ s that it remained in Mysovaya 
after the warning from the Amerioans, in a very orderly :imnner and t hen d&parted 
for Slydyanka, 'Which is outside the .A.1ner ican sector. At Slµdyanka it at once b~~ 
the execution of many people, railroad employes and others and t he whipping of 'l!aDjrous 
people in and a round Sl)ldyanka . On December 24th, the Social-Democrats took over 
the city l l'kdt sk, dep osing tm r emnants of tm· Kolohak Government. F ighting con-
•A---- .5 ~- ~"- - _ .1... ____ .1.... _ .- T • • -
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14. On November 26th, the a.1mor ed train "Grosnqa." oame to Mysov~a. Regarding 
Us actions the Comnanding Of fie er at that point telegTaphed as follC7Hs: 

" Mys ov~~ Siberia, Nobember 26, 1~19. Commanding Officer, 27th 
Infantry , Beresovka. Number 159. Annored train of Ataman Semenot'f at 
thi s s t ation. Drunken officers and soldiers from this train continuatly 
insulti ng .American soldiers. On the twEll ty-fif th a ma.chine gun was 
taken from tm annored train and mounted fo r action but was ranoved 
when a prot est was made. Offi c ers and soldiers from thi s train have 
nade threa ts to attack the C;ech oonnm.nd here who are qllartered i n cars 
on the r a ilwtq. Reoommend immediate removal of annored trai n :from town 
Of Mysoveya. as it is a menace to the proper operations of the rail~ . 
Wait e. Cap_tain Commanding." 

The above rep ar t was telegraphed to Ataman Semenoff Havemb er 26th, with the 
fo ll c.ing a ddition: 

"Request you issue orders to armcred car commander so that no 
t roub le rray occur there• I am respons ible f or 1Iysoveya an:l the railway 
there and guarantee its safety. I cannot underst and the necessity for the 
armored cars presence at 111:rsoveya where t is extremely likely to ca.use 
trouble on account of its hosti l e ac tions. worrow.'' 

At the s ame time the fo1lwing telegram was sent: 

"Beresovka, Siberia, lfobember 26th, 1919. Commanding Officer, 
u. s. Troops , Mysoveya. You knoiv my pos ition regarding the railroad and 
armor ed car. Ir armored oar attacks C:-:echs or fires on railroad cars in the 
~ rds destroy the azmored ear. I am senr'ii ng Novak and thirty-seven 
milimeters t o you t his· afternoon. I nform annored train cormnander that 
Semenoff and myself are friends and that if he precipitates a battle there 
he will be destroyed. Morrow." 

Thi s telegram was conmunicat ed to the annored train can.':"ander who a.t once caused 
his craw to conduct thenselves properly and in all ways complied and conformed to the 
wl shes and demands Of the American Commande r. In rE!) l y to the telegrun sent t o Ataman 
Semenatf', t he Chief Of Staff of Ataman SemenOf'f r ~lied as follows: 

"Chit a, Siberia. To Colonel Marrow. i'he se?Lling of an armored car to 
Mysovaya is cnot connected with General Gaida's incidi:nt but with the great 
number Of desertions f rom the Siber ian Arnw, who are prohibited to pass 
through Zai-Baikal. l request to infonn your troops about it. Chief of Staff, 
Colonel Subcovski. I 3278/a. 

The annored train conducted itself in all the few d.eys that it remained in M:_ysovaya 
after the warning from the .i.merica.ns, in a very orderly nnnner and t Len departed 
for Slyd.yanka, mich is outside the A.~erican sector. At Slµdyanka it at one~~~~ 
t he execution of many p e ople , railroad employes and. others and the whipping ~ varjrous 
pe ople in and around Sl )ldyauka. On Decemb'3r 24th, the Social- Democrats took over 
the city Irkutsk, deposing tm remnants of' the Kolcb.ak Government. Fighting con
tinued in the streets Of lncutsk and lt;s vicinity for severey days. -taman Semenoff' 
sent from Chit a the Russian General Skipit roff with four armored tr&ins to retake 
the city from the Social-DEllloorats. By far the largest ra,.rt Of th:i Buriat troops 
under the conw.and of General .1.,evi tsky were dispatched to I:rkutsk under the camnand 
of' General Jardovsky. The c.iap:::.nese fl-om Beresovr::a also sent one bata.llion of about 
1000 men to Incutsk. On the 28th, 29th, and 30th, Gener...:l .... evi tsky dispatched 
thre expeditions of from 80 to 100 men into the interior; one to the south towards 
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the village Cluchi ; one to the southeast towards Mohorosky- Sibere, and another 
expedition to th, relief of his second expedition. .All t hree of these expeditions 
were met by the peasants, defeated and dri ven back towards Verkhne-Udi nsk . At 
the saim time these expeditions oocurred several attacks on the railroad in the 
Ja.pan.ese sector were made by the peasants , particula rly at the towns of Petrovsky
Za.vod and Hilok and against the Siding 'lll . In the uprisi ng which took place at 
Irkutsk a l arge number of the .American Red Cross personnel, both ID'.:1.le and female, 
were caught in the railroad ~ rds and we re unable to leave Irkutsk until the 4th 
or 5th 0£ Ja.nua,:ey and then only by the a ssistam e of the Czechs. About the middle of 
December the following telegrDm was received from General Ja.nin, Commanding the 
Czeehe-Slovak and the Allied forces: 

"Irkutsk. To Colonel Morrow. 'the High Int er-Allied Council 
or Versailles ias decided the evacuation of the Czechs and other troops 
like Poles, Rouinanians and so on, out of Siberia. United Stat es Gener
ous~ gave its helpiin offering t he OV '.;l"Seas t r ansport for thirty - six 
thousand 01echs. On their wqy to the east the Czech and other tro ops 
according to tha t echnical difficulties of transportation on the l i ne 
are obl iged to stop temporarily on the rai lroa.d line on the west part 
of Verkhne-Udinsk and very likely in a count ry under your s -qpervision. 
In advising you about this particular si tw.tion , I beg you to inform 
me eventually of the different notices and remarks you could defer to 
ma according to these particular cirrumstames. Personally I would 
be very much oblig ed to you if your largest assistance could ·be given 
to these troops on their ~ across t he part of the ecuntry under 
your oomman1l and also in t he particular case o:: technical difficulties 
above mentioned if t hey •S houl d be obliged to beg you for help. 
General J anin, Commander o.r the Allied Troops Siberia. 

Imrredi a tely upon r eceipt of this t e legram the Comrranding Officer, with MaJ or Don 
s. Colby , Russi an F..ailway Service Corps, in conference with the CzeohO-Slovak 
military command a t Verkhne-Udinsk, agreed t bat the Ozecho-Slovaks, on the ir arrival 
i n the .Ame rican sector, should move in their proper order and. wi th out hindrance; 
that t ;·.e Czecho-Slova.k echelons report to the Czeclio-Slovak Gommandant; the A.merioan 
Comnanders at Mysov~a and Verkhne-Udi nsk, acting on inf .. rna.tion given t o them by 
the Czechs, w o:tld see t hat this movement was not interrupt ed. The fa ll.,,ing tale• 
gram. was sent to Gene ra l Janin: · 

"Beresovka , Siberia , Gene?'c.l Jani n , Co.mnandar of Allied Troops, Irkutsk. 
I am assisting t he movement of the Czeoh eschelons through my sector am 
shal l continue to do so. ·l'hree exchal. ons moved in two days. Thorough under
standing between Czech Comrmndant here and mys elf. Movement must be s10?1 due 
to condition o.r Railroad. Morr-ow." 

On December 23rd, the f ollo;v ing telegram was issued b y the Chie f of SemenOf'f' s 
Military Transpoi tat ion: 

"Chit a ~ Deeerri>er 21st, 191~. To All Station Commanders and 
Chiefs of' Traffic Systemi1 The Chief of the Military Conmission 
orders not to sand any Czech aschelons east. All eschalons enroute 
should be h eld up and a mas sage r egardi ng each case sent to me. 
Captain Meleroff." 

On the same dat e the following order was issued by the Station Commandant at 
Sludyanka: 
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~a;;s;.eis& s&c~or- 111'&?'9 ~e tr,/ :.ne peasaIIli s, p ar1o.Lcu. ..... ~J """ JL..--:,C w..., .. ~ ...,. _ ~-·- •--., 
Za.vod and Hilolt and against the Siding 'SI. In t he upris ing which took place at 
Irkutsk a large number of t he .Ame rican Red Cross personnel, both rm.le and :female, 
were cwght in the railroad yards and were unable to leave Irkut sk until the 4th 
or 5th ot J anua. r., and then only by the assi s t ance of the Czechs . About the mi ddl e of 
December the follow ing telegrwn was received from General Janin, Commanding the 
Ozeche-Slovak and the Alli ed f orces : 

"Irkutsk. To Col onel Mor r ow. The High la. er- Allied Council 
or Versailles :as decided the evacua tion of the Ozeohs and ot her t roops 
l ike Poles, Rouman i ans and s o on, out of Siberia. Unit e d States Gener 
ously gave its help iin offer i ng the ov er seas transp ort for thirty-six 
thousand cwechs. On thei r wa::, t o the east the Czech and other t roops 
according t o the t echni cal dif ficulties· of transp orta tion on the line 
a.r e obl :gad to stop t001p orarily on t he r ai lroo.d line on the west part 
o£ Verkhne·- Udinsk and very like ly in a country under your s .upervi s ion. 
I n advi sing y ou about this p ar t icular s i t mtion, I beg y011 to inform 
me eventually of the different no t ices and r emarks you could det e r to 
me according to these particular ci:rcu.ms tam es . Personal ly I would 
be very much obliged to you if' your lar ges t assi s t a nc e oou.ld ·be given 
to these troops on their ~ a cr oss t t e p art o£ the camtry under 
your canman1l and also in the part icular case ot technical difficulties 
above mentioned if t r,ey should be oblig ed to beg y011 for help. 
General J .:J.nin, Commander or t he Allied Troop s Siberia. · 

Immediately upon recei p t or t h i s t e legram t he Commanding Offic er, with Maj or Don 
s. Colby, Rus si an Railway Servic e Corps . in conferenc e wi th t he Ozeo hO•Slovak 
mil itary command at Ver:khne-Udinsk, agreed t hat the Cz eoho-Slavaks , on t he ir arrival 
in the .Ame rican sector, should move in th eir proper order and with out h i ndr anc e ; 
that t I·.e Czecho-Slovak eohelons r eport t o the Czeoho-Slovak GODlllJaildant; t he American 
Comna.ndars a t Mysovaura and Verkhne- Udinak, aoti ng on inf .. mat i on given to t h em by 
1,he _Czechs, would see t hat this movement was not interrupt ed.. The fol l ewing tel e
gr am was sent to Gene ral Ja nin: 

"Be r es ovka, Siberia , Gene rel Jan.in, Comnander of Allied Troops, Irkutsk. 
I am assi s ting the movenent of t he Czech eschelons t hrough my sector anl 
shal l continue to do s o. Three exchal ons moved in two days. Thorough und.er
standi?Jg between Czeoh Comroo.ndant he r e and ieyself'. Mov ement must be slow due 
t o c ondition or Railroad. Mor 1·ow. " 

On December 23rd, the f ollo.v ing telegrum was issued by the Chief of Semenoff' s 
Military Tr anspor t a tion: 

"Chit a~ Daceni>er 21st, 191':! . To All Station Commanders and 
Chiefs of Traffic ::Jyst emi> The Chief of the 1uilitary Cormnission 
orders not t o s and any Cz ech asc :nelons east. .All eschelons enroute 
shoald be lield up and a D19Ssage regarding each case sent to me. 
Captain Mel eroff.H 

On the same date the followin g order was issued by the Station Comrmnd.;1.?lt at 
Sludyanka: 

"To All People from V ➔ rkhne-Udinsk to Vydrino: All Cont roller l.iechanics 
of the felegraph Service: .All St a tion Mast ers; All Superintendents cf 
Traffic; All Chiefs of r.:iliti a; All Station Commandant s c.:1~ 7,~leg-raph 
Foremem .According to an or der i s sued by the Chief of Tran sportation of 
Troops, do not pennit any person f ro m the passi ng eschel ons to use t he 

telegraph, po:iophore or dispa t cher's circuit, for any kind of talking, 
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unless t hey have written p ermi t signed by officials of the Chita. Military 
District. In case t here is any doubt apply t o ire. 'i'he person guilty of 
violating this order will be t ried b;-,, court. Lieuterum t Skerobogatief'f, 
Station Commania ut Sludyanka. " 

The Czecho-Slovak eschelons at th.is time were resting at almost every station 
between Irkutsk '""nd mnchuris Station, a dista.'10 e of a thousand. miles . This 
was practically a declaration of wur hy t h 0 Semenoff forces on the Czechs , was 
a direct viola tion of t he Allied agJ-eement concerning the r a ilroad. No atte:nion 
was paid to this order as tar as the .Ame ric 1::n s ector was concerned, and the Czech 
eschelons c ontinue d to move. But, both eas t and west of the American sector, 
SemenOff ' s order was ca rried out, ev':l?l as e~rly as December 17th the interference 
Of SemenOff with the Czech evacuation was apparent, which is evidenced by the 
f'ollo.dng telegram from Chita: 

"Dhit a, December 17th. ~o General Janin, Irkut s~ Urge!1t. Telegram 
No . 1105. For Verklme -Udinsk to Manchuria and to Stretinsk. All 1Iilitary 
Controll ers , Chief Telegraph Opa-ators, Head Lien of Communications and 
Sta ti on Masters. The Commander of Troops orders that after the receipt 
of this telegram no code messages, also plain nessages of t h e Czecho-Slc,vak 
comrm.nd shall be accepted and no conversation by telegraph or dispatchers• 
oircui t be p ermit ted. Meleroff." 

These order s , of course, prevented the Czecho- Slovak eschelons, widely separated, 
from communica ting w ith ea.ch other, a s well a s the C.zecho-Slovak High Comrr.arner, 
Gene ral J a nin , f ro m communicating with his eschel ons or with t he other Allied repre
sentat ives . 

15. The t ak i ng over of' lrkuts:r;. by the Social- Democrats, . from t he Ministry of 
Kolohak, caused the situation in I rkut sk: to grow Yery intens e between the Czecho
slovak forces and the fom-ces of Semenotf which were sent to I rlcut sk to retake the 
city . This i nterruption of' the Czecho-Slovak evacuat i on by Semenoff, the breaking 
ot f aith by Gener.c. l SkipitrOff, SemenOff's 6omrmnder, wi th t h e Czecho-alova.k forces , 
brough t about t he natural consequence of armed conflict between the f orces of 
Semenot'f and t he Czecho-Slov&ks. This conflict brake out early in January, l9aJ, and 
will be discussed later in t · 1s report. 

16. From Dec-ember 25th up to January 3rd, repeated req1.1:l st s were made by 
Gene ral Levit sky an d the Chief ot Staff of Ate.man Semenoff, Colonel Subcovsky, t hat 
the Jum ric en command dis patch troops agains t what t hey c a lled the Bolshevik forc es, 
and particularly again st i.:obarsky, Siberia, and Petrovsky- Zavod. Both of these 
places lay in t oo sector for which the Japanese were responsible •. Moharsky l ies 
75 miles off the railroad. A this was none .:.of the Ameri cans! business and per-
tained to the J apanese, if it pertained to .my one, t h e Amer ican Comman:ler refused 
to sen:! t ro op s t o these point s . On Janua.rJ 3rd, General Levitsky r eported that a 
large number of so- cal l ed Bolshev:i.gs were concentrating in the village of Moocheeno, 
Which lies a bout 12 verl:ts soutLeas t from Verkhne-Udinsk, and in adjoining vil lages• 
all of which wer e l ocated i n the American sector, and that these bands were c oncentrat
ing for the purpose or attaaking the railroad in the American sector a:a:l the city of 
Verkhne-Udinsk . While t hese r EI) orts of the purp os e of these bands were not believed, 
it was considered nec essury, aft er a conference b etween Colonel Morrow and t he Russi:m 
Generals Myssura and .Levitsky, to s end an Arrerican force to Moocheeno and adjoini ng 
villages to inves t igate c onditions t here. General ..,.evitsky was himself planning an 
expedition from Verkhne -Udi:1sk as f ar to t he south as Kiatka. which lies about 200 
miles to the south of v~rkhn81'Udinsk. The colunm of Levitsky's was to c ons i s t of 450 
"'""•""+.a.A W,,.-., .....,,,...,...14.,. __ --AA_,: ____ .-...6 _ _ • .&... l!', ., ___ _ 
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rne Czecho-Slovak eschelons at this tima were resting at almost ev ery station 
between lrkutsk .::.nd .Manchuria Station, a distam e of a thous and miles. This 
was practically a declarati on of war by th :, Semenoff' force s on the CzeohS, was 
a direct violation of the Allied agJ"eement oo:ooerning the railroad . No attention 
was pa.id to this order a s far as t he Arm rican sector wa s concerned. and the Czech 
eschel ons continued t o move. But, both east and west of' the American sector, 
Semenaff' s order was carr ied out, ev:m. as early a s Dec ember 17th the inter:terenoe 
Of Semenotf with the Czech evacuation was apparent, which is evidenced by the 
:follori.ng telegram from Chit a: 

"Dhit a , December 17th. 'l' o General Janin, Irkutsk, Urgent. Telegram 
No. 1105. For Verkbne-Udinsk to Manchuria and to Stretinsk. All lliil i t ary 
Cont rollers, Chief Telegraph Op a-at ors, Head Men of Communications and 
Station Masters. The Commander of Troop·s orde~s that after the receipt 
of this telegram no code rmssages, also plain nessages of the Czecho-Slovak 
conumnd shall be accepted and no conversation by telegraph or dispatchers• 
c ircuit be p ermitted. Melerof'f. 11 

These orders, or course, prevented the Czecho-Slovak eschelons, widely separated, 
from communicating with each ot:OOr, as wel l as the Czecho-Slovak High Comma:td.er, 
General Janin, from communicating with his eschelons or with the other Alli ed repre
senta tives. 

15. The tak i ng over of I rkutsk by the Socia l-Demoorats,. from the Ministry of 
Xolchak~ caused the situa t ion i n I rlcutsk to g r ow Yery intense between the Czecho
slovak forces and the forrces of Semenof f which were sent to I:rieut sk t o retakB the 
city. This interruption or t he Czecho-Slovak evacuation by Semenoff, the brealdng 
ot fai th b y Gener-:.1 Skipitro:ff, Semen0ff 1 s 6ommander, with the Czecho-Slovak forces, 
br ough t about the natural con sequence of armed conflict b etween the forces of 
SemenOf' f and the Czeoho-Slovo.Jm. This conflic t broke out early in January, 19a), and 
will be discussed later in t :· is r eport. 

16. From December 25th up to January 3rd, repeated req~sts were made by 
Gene ral Levit sky and the Chief ot Staff of At aman Semenoff, Colonel SubcovSky, that 
the .Anl:l ricmi aornmand dispatch troops against what they called the Bolshevik forces, 
and particu l a rly against Mohar aky, Siberia, and Petrovsky- Zavod.. Both of these 
places lay in the sector for which the J apanese were responsible. l!oharslcy' lies 
75 miles off t b3 railroa d. .As this was none~Of the Americans! business and :per-
tained to t he J apanese, if it p ertained to any one, the .american Commalller refused 
t o seild troops to thes e point s. On J:muart 3rd, General Levitsky reported that a 
large number of so-called Bolsheviks were concentrating in the vil1age of Moocheeno, 
wh ioh l ies about 12 v ersts soutlieast from ferkhne-Ud.insk, and in adjoining villages, 
all of which we:re l oaa.ted i n the Ameri can sector, and that these bands were concentrat
ing for the purpose of a ttacking the railroad in the American sector am the city of 
Verkhne-Udinsk. While thes e rt:ports of the purpose of these bands were not believed, 
it wa s c onsidered necesst.ry, after a conference between Colonel Morrow and the Russi:n 
Generals Myssura and .I.ev itsky, to send an .American force to hloocheeno and adjoining 
vil lages t o investigate c onditions there. General ~evitsky was himself planning an 
expedition fro m V~rkhne-Udi:1sk as far to the south as Kiatka which lies about 200 
mil es t o the south of Verklm8!'tJ'dinsk. The column of Levitsky's was to consist of 450 
mounted Mongolians and 4 pieces of artillery, and its route of narch lay througi the 
village 11oocheeno and he therefore would accompany the ,L.erican troops. It was 
agreed, however, tbat the iura1 ican troops would precede Lavitsky's column., forming 
the leading troops as well as the advance guard. 'l'his agreement was made because 
it was believed by the Anerican Comma!rler that tlP- concentration at or near Loocheeno 
was one r:ade by the peasants in order to protect ~heir lives and homes against robberies 
and atrocities of t ~e ,;,..ongolians l.nd was n ot ira.de with the intention of attacking 

-31 

The
  F

ils
on

  H
ist

ori
cal

  S
oc

iet
y



the railroad or the city of Verkhne-Udinsk, but was solely the act of a peasant peo
ple determined upon defending t;heir lives and property. The .ltffirican expedition was 
sent to MoocJ1eeno for the purpose of preveJ111.ting its destruction by the forces of 
Ge!16ral Levitsey, more t ria.n with an idea of finding Bolshevik enemies there. The 
character of Generol Levitsky and the campaign he intended to wage against the 
people of the Selenga valley, were well known to the Commanding Officer, and the 
character of tr.e -people he intended to wage a merciless warfare on with his Mon
g-olians was also well knowa. The force dispatched to Lloocheimo and placed under 
the oommand of Lieutenant Colonel ,;.. C. Gillem, Jr., cor1sisted of Compan ies I & L, 
anti Machine Gun Company , i:edical Detaahment, Supply Train a.rd 28 mounted orderlies, 
and ma. rahed from Beresovka for .Joocheeno at 7: 15 A.1!., January 4th, 192 o, The 
co lumn of General Levitsky was supposed to join the rear of the American column 
t hree versts west of t he ferry across the Seleuga River at 9:45 .A.1~., but just 

· prior to the departure of t he commnd from Beresovka, the following rnessB,f;e wa·s . 
received from General Lev itsky: 

"Verkhna-Udinsk, Jwiuary 4th, 1920. · Colonel Morrow: 
1 am very sorry I cannot go with my troops to Moocheeno. '1.'he Iieds 
are comi ng f r om KuitunSkl\Va to t he city of Verkhne-Udinsk, and they are 
nON ten or twelve versts away :from the city. ·rhey now Imke a strong 
attaek against Va.kmeestrova, then if they take the village, your left fla.nlc 
is open. Tomorrow I will sem a large patrol to Posolia to the left of 
Vemhne -Udinsk ani another south to Voro~Po.d~. De<::::-::fcrcement s will be 
sent t o Captain Takn oss at Vakmees t rova. Tbe guard will be placed on the 
road at t he appoint ed place. Major General Levitsky." 

Desp ite this message, the ,;.nierica:n G:>- 1ma11d proceeded to Moocheeno where they 
were met and trea t ed with all kiT'.di iness by the peasant artey. The co-ncent ration 
of two hundred rifles had taken place a t Mooo-heeno but their object was p~rely 
a defensive one, against the murder ing ba11ds Of Mongolians and in no w-a.y threat
ened th"¼ railrm d or the city of Ve:ra:hne-Udinsk. The people were in no way 
Bolshev ik and were without political ideas or plans. (For detailed report of the 
expedition to Moooheeno, see report of Lieutenant Colonel A. C. Gillem, Jr., 
attached hereto, im.rked "F"). On January 3rd and 4th, delegations can-a from 
Moocheeno and the nearby villages, rE:¥)orting the terrible at rocities committed in 
previous raids and in the rc..id then being imde by General Levitsky's Mongolians. 
These r EJ> orts were checked in every conceivable ~ and were found to be correct 
anl the 90 ri:tles b ougilt into Verkhne-udi nsk by the American Command were turned 
baak to the r epresentatives of the village of Moocheeno, as it was only right am 
just that simple white peasantry should not be killed, slaughtered and robbed by 
:w:ongolian monsters. Deputations, varying in number fl'Om three to five, continued 
to c am to the American ~eadquarters from all the villages to the south, southeast 
and southwest of Verkhne'-udinsk. Their stories were the sama, of murder, robbery, 
rape , llllltilation and crimes unspeakable , committed by the Mongolians under General 
Levitsq. Ent ire vil lages were destroyed, men, wanen and children killed, their 
bodies mutilated and t hen t rown into tbe fire while ye t l iving. Cutting off of 
hands , f eet al1d l ips were c cmmon practies. Horses, cat tle and a ll live :::tock 
were t aken ; hay, grain and food of the people seized or burned; the turniture in 
the homes was broken or burned up:; entir~ villages were laid waste, a.nd all 
these crimes were committed agai nst peaceful peasant populati on who had wrung t heir 
soanty stores from th •1 earth by the ir toil. In the middle of a bitter winter, 
their all was .taken aw.cy :from t hem, their a ll was t aken a.w-c..y from them, their 
villages dest roye d and they were left homeless to parish in Siberian snows. 
The flight or the women and children f rom these stricken vi llages in this bitter 
weather is beyond desc ription. Women and chil dren, running from one village, had 
passed through a second village and had fallen back on a third. In escaping :from 

The
  F

ils
on

  H
ist

ori
cal

  S
oc

iet
y



~• '9 V -~ .,_...,_ ....., --....... - - -'---'1::1 - ----- - --- --- --

cnaracter of Gener..l :.evi tsky a::ic. the campaign he intended to wage against the 
people ~ tt.e Selenga valley, were well known to the Commanding Officer, and the 
character of tm people he int ended to wage a. merciless warfare on with his Aton• 
golians was also wall knowa. The force dispatched to Mooche1mo and placed under 
the command Of Lieutenant Colonel a. c. Gillem, Jr., consi sted of Companies I & L, 
and Ma.chine Gun Company, .7..:edic.al Detachment, Supply Tra in am:. 28 mounted orderlies9 

and rrarched from Baresovka. f or 1loocheeno at 7: 15 A.M., J anuary 4th, 19209 ~e 
column of General Levi tsky was supposed to join the r ear of the American column 
tnree versts west Of the ferry across the Selenga River a t 9:45 A.M., but just 

· pri or to t be departure of the o O?Ilnand from B eresovka, the fb il owing ma ssS4;e wa'S .. 
received from General Levitsq: 

"Verkhne -Udinsk, January 4th, 1920. · Colonel .Morrow: 
I a.m very sorry l cannot go with rey troops to Moocheeno. The Reds 
are coming from Kui tunskSifa to the city of Verkhne-Udinsk, and they are 
nav t Ell'l or twelve versts away from the city. They now Imke a strQ!'lg 
attack against Vakmeestrova, then if they take the village, your l eft flank 
is open. Tomorrow I will sem a large p atrol to Posolia to the left of 
Ve:nchne-Udinsk ani another sou.th to Voro~Pudg. ReBnforcements will be 
sent to Captain ~aknoss a t Valmleestrova. The guard will be placed on the 
road at the appointed place. Maj or General Levit sky." 

Despite th is message, the .a..merican Co~1mand proceeded t o Mooc heeno where they 
were met and t reated with all kindiiness by the peasant army. The eonoent rati on 
of two hundred rifles had ta.ken place a t Moocheeno but their obj ect was purely 
a defens ive one, against the murdering ba.7lds of Mongolians and in no way threat
ened th-=, railroo.d or the city of Ve:ra:hne-Vdinsk. The people were in no way 
Bolshevik and were without political ideas or plans . {For detailed report of the 
expedition to Moooheeno, see r eport Of Lieutenant Colonel A. c. Gillem, Jr., 
att ached hereto, rrarked "F"). On January 3rd and 4th , delegations ca.rte from 
k OOCheeno and the nearby villages, report ing the terrible atrocities committed in 
previ ous raids and in the r :.. id then be;ing rm.de by General Levitsky's r.!ongolians. 
These r {!) orts were checked in every conceivable wa:g and were fouru.:. to be correct 
ani the 90 rifles b ought into Verkhne-udinsk by the Arneric.s.n Command were turned 
back to the representatives Of th e village of Moooheeno, as it was only right and 
j us t that simple white peasant r-y should not be k illed, slaughtered a.r1d r obbed by 
Mongolian monsters. Deput ations, varying in number fro m three to five, continued 
tc C O?n3 to the American ~eadquurters from all the villages to th~ south, southeast 
and s outhwes t Of Verkhne1..11dinsk. Th eir stories were the sQ.im, of murder, robbery, 
r ape, mu.t ilation and crimes unspeakabl e, committed by the Mongolians under General 
Levitsq. Ent ire villages were destroyed, men, wanen and children killed, their 
bodi es mu.t ilated and then t· :rown into the fire while yet living. Cutting off of 
bands , f eet alid lips were c Cl'lllllon praoties. Horses, cattle and all 1 ive ::; ~ock 
were taken; hay, gra in and food of t r,e p eople seized or burned; the fu1niture in 
the homes was broken or b -.xrned up:; entir ~ villages were laid waste, and all 
these crimes were committed against peaceful peasant population who had wrung t "~ eir 
scanty stores from th , earth by their t oil. In the middle of a bitter winter, 
their all was tnken aw y from them, their all was taken aw~y from them, their 
v illages dest royed and they were le f t homeless to perish in Siberian snows. 
Tbe flight of t:00 women and childr en from these stricken villages in this bitter 
weather is beyond description. Women and children, running from one village, had 
passed t hrough a second village and had fallen back on a third. In escaping from 
the third vi l lage, closely pussure dy the Mongolians, t]1ey ran up a hillside where 
they were shelled by the Mongolian artillery, and the dead bodies Of wo:~n, 
children and babes covered the h.i.11s1de where they remained, frozen in the snow, 
for beasts to prey upon. Proof Of the above statements are conclusive and con 
vinci.ng beyone question. (l!"or t .. eir proof see Petitions etc., from the villages 
of the Zai-Baikal District, Exhib::.t ''G" numbered from l to 38}. But one of 

these statements will be l:UOt ed here as it is Of su h a ci1aracter t mt its truth 
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cannot be doubted. The Command ill€; Offi cerrepreseuted to Gener .. l Janin at 
Vwrkhne - Ud.insk the tr~ state of fkffairs exi sting in the villages to the sooth. 
This cor1dition of affairs was represented by Gene ral Janin and Colonel Morrow 
to the Japanese General Ogato, corn.rnan ding the Japanese troops a.~ Beresovka. 
An .American pa.trol was se~1t to the village of Bobkina and, upon receipt of the 
report from this patro l , .a party consisting of Americans , French and J!:!) anese 
officers was disr..atched there to make observations int.hat village. Phe 
:following is their report: 

"Verkhne-tJd.insk, Jan. 18, 1920. 

On the 10th of Jan;..ary, the Wild Division, Commanded by General Levitsky, 
passed through the village of Bobkina, perpetrating there about fifteen murders upon 
people without anns. The 16th of January, the former American Vice-Consul at Chita, 
Mr. Fowler and Lieutenant Davis of t he .Armrican Army, Lieutenant Fuji and Captain 
Koda of the J apan ese Army, Maj or Doc tor Mariand and Mai or de Latour DeJean of the 
Frencj! Army, went to this vecy village and were there able to make the following 
observa tions: 

A dozen corpses, with the hands cut off, were lying heaped up in a pile half 
destroyed, all the bodies more or less cut up by sabre wounds. The greater part 
bore many wounds made while living by sabre 1 ows, particularly on the face and 

·back. All the corpses were burned. nany b ore evident traces of having been 
bttrned while st ill living. Fl'Om this last observation it must be admitted that 
t he greater part, s9verely wounded only, mus t have di ed of asphysiation as an 
inspection of the wounds shows that not one was immediately mortal. .after the 
dep arture O:f th e criminals, the people ot the village at tracted by the smoke, 
were able to recover the corpsesbefore ccxnplet e burning up, which aot t as per
mitted the very precise preceding observations to be made. About 15 meters from 
this place, in a large space still stained by blood on the snow, we found the 
bloody r ema ins of burned hair and a large piece or· a scalp, cut by a sabre blow. 

Fowler, U.S. Vice Consul, 
E. Davis, U.S.Army, 
Fuj i, J apanese .Army, 

Koda, Japanese Army, 
D.Marland, French Army, 
C. De Latour de Jean.French Army. 

17. The co!lt'll.na. of General Lev i tsky c ontinued its rm.rch to a village called 
Goosleg and here the Mongolians mutinied agains t Lavitslty and his Cos sacks . In tte 
fight t hat foll owed Levitsky was killed and his body burned by the Mong-o lian s and 
from most reliable reports, received fran General Levitsky's staff officers , of 
the 125 Oossac£S vb.o accol!lpanied Levitsky, less t han 25 escaped with their lives, 
and only five Cossack Officers returned tot el l the s tory. Two of the field pieces 
were t aken by the .Mongolians who continued their march to the s ooth with t he evident 
intention of c1·ossing into 1:o.1golia. From the two other pieces t · ey r emoved the 
breech-blocks, .A.bout the 26th of January reports reached the American Headquarters 
that t his force of 1:ollgolians had been met by the peasants to th~ nor th of the 
Mongolian border, and severely defeated and dispersed them. There still remained 
of Levi tsky 's "Wild Division" at th e Pa.Ik Barracks in Verkhne-Udinsk about three 
hum.red men with four guns. On J anua.iy 23rd sixty of these deserted, ta.king with t 
them their horses, and on the 24th, about fifty deserted taking with them tr..a f oH r 
remaining fie ld pieces. The rerriai nin · f orce was or dared t o evacuate Verkhne-Ud.insk 

and move to the east into the count ry cont rolied by Atarnan Semenoff. The American 
T"\_ -3 - -
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11.n .American }atrol was sent to the village of Bobkina. and, upon receipt of the 
report :from this patrol, .a party consisting o:t Americans , French and Jl:i) auese 
officers was dispa.tched there to make observatious. in t ha t village. The 
:following is their report : 

"Verkhna -Udinsk , Jan. 18, 1920 . 

On the 10t h of J anuary, the Wild DivisiQn, Commanded by General Lev itsky, 
passed through the village of Bobkina, p erpetrating there about f ifteen murder s . upon 
people without arms. The 18t h of January, the former ·.A.rnerican Vice-Consul a t Ch ita, 
.Mr. Fowler and Lieutenant Davis of the .Amaric a n .Army, Lieutenant Fuji and Captain 
Koda of the Japanese Army, Major Doctor :Marland and Ma.jor de ·Latour DeJean of the 
Franc~ A:J:my, went to this very village and were there able to make the fo llowing 
observations: 

A dozen corps es , with the hands cut off , were lying heaped up i n a pile half' 
destroyed. all the bodies more or le ss cut up by sabre wound s . The greater part 
bore many wounds made while living by sabre l ows , particula rly on the f'aee and 
back . All the corpses were burned. Many bore evident traces of having been 
burned while st ill living. From this last obse1·vation it mast be admitted t hat 
t he greater part, severely wounded only, must have died Of asphys i ation as an 
inspecti on of the wounds shows that not one was i mmediat ely morta l. After the 
dep arture of th e criminals, the people of the village a ttrac ted . by the smoke, 
were able to r ecover the corpsesbefore complete burning up, whioh ao t r.:.as per
mitted the very p recise p receciing observations to be made. About 15 meters from 
this place9 in a l arge space still stained by blood on the snow 9 we .fou.11d the 
bloody r emains or burned hair am a large piece or· a scalp, cut by a sabre blow. 

Fowler, U.S. Vice Consul, 
E. Davis, U.S.Arrey-, 
Fuji, Japanese Army, 

Koda, Ja;pan ese .Army, 
D.Karland, Fre11ch Army, 
c. De Latour de Jean.French Army. 

l'i'. The com:-and of General Levitsky continued its rrarch to a village called 
Goosleg and here t he llongolian s mutinied against Levitsky and his Cos sac£s. In tte 
fight t:ha t follONed Levitsky was killed and his body burned b;? the Mongolians and 
from most reliable reports, received from General Levitsky's staff officers, of 
the 125 Cossac ks mo accompanied Levi tsky, less than 25 escaped with their lives, 
and only five Cossack officers ret urned to tell the story. Two of the field pieces 
were taken by the Mongolians who continued their march to the s cx,th with t::ce evideYit 
intention of cross ing into Mongolia. From the two other pieces t ey removed the 
breech-blocks, About tr.e 26th of Ja.nuary reports reached the American Headquarters 
that this force of Kougolians bad been met by t.he peasants to the north of the 
Mongolian border, am severely defeated and dispersed them. There still remained 
of Levi tsky's ''Wild Division" at the Pci.Ik Barracks in Verkhne-Udinsk about three 
hum.red men with four guns. On Jan:1a:cy 23rd si :x:ty of these deserted, taking with t 
them their hcrses, and on the 24th, about fif t y deserted taking wHh them the :o:~r 
remaining field pieces. 'i!he rer.:iainin force was 01 dared to evacuate Verkhne-Ud.insk 

and move to the east into the country controlied by Ataman Semenoff. 'l'he American 
Red Cross, through its reprasentat ive, hlr . Chann W.:.::.llace, on the recommendation of 
the A.T.erica.11 Com,yi.a.nder, gave all possible aid and ussL;tance to tl:ese stricken vil
lages, and sent through the village represent a.ti ves a large amount Of medicine ani 
surgical dressings, as well as clothi i;g, olan:;rets, sweaters, seeks, co .. f'o1·ters, etc. 
Besides this the representatives of the Red Cross left for the Zemstvos a vecy, 
vecy large amount of similar rra.terials. r1-iese the Zemstvos agreed upon the request 

Of t be American Com:.:a.11der should be se:it to ti:,e strieken villages. 

-33-

The
  F

ils
on

  H
ist

ori
cal

  S
oc

iet
y



I 

... 

18. On Jani.lary 9th, the heavily annored train "Destroyer" entered Verkhne-
Udinsk and at once proceeded to arrest a_:d rob the .Assistant Station ~,!aster in 
the railroad station at Verir.hne-Udinsk and announced their intention of execut i ng 
him. These facts were reported to Colonel t-:orrow at Beresovka who came f r om 
Beresovka by ant omobile to V'3rkhne-Udbsk and with Lieutenant Byr ns, 27th Infanti:,1 
and Major Colby and Lieutenant Keating, Ji.R.s.c . and Mr. Silvsrman, civilian in- /' 
terpreter, i,vent aboard the "Destroyer". ·rhe following report is of the conver
sation held thereon: 

"Interview between Colonel Morrow, U.S.A. and F.ussian G~:'ler~ on board Sarnenoff 
Bronevik at Station Verkhne-Udinsk, Sioeria, January 9th, 1920. 

Present: 
Colonel,Morrow, U. S • .1i.., Commanding Officer, 27th Infantry • 
Lieutena nt Byrns, ;;.s.A., 27th Infantry, 
Maj or Colby , R.R.s.c. Div .Ir1spector, Trans-Baikal Railway. 
Lieut enant Keating , R.R.s.c . (Reporter). 
Ur. Silverman, Civilian. I nterpreter. 
General Bogomolet z, Russi an Officer, Ataman 3emenof:f's Forces. 
Captain Moscalev, Rus sia u. Officer, Co!!r.!ander of Bronevik. 

\"/hen Colonel Morrow boarded the bronevik, Silverman, the interpreter, intro
duced him as t he Commanding Off cer of the A.'Tlerican f'or-ces. One tall Russian 
Officer presented himself a s a GeGeral, the ot }· er as u Captain. 

Colonel MorrCWt: I have received a report tha. t the Sta ti on-rmst er has been 
a rrest ed by you and is held on your train. Is t r.at correct ? 

General. Bogomol etz: Yes. 

Colonel Morrow: Do you understand that the A::1erican forces are guarding this 
sector, that · they have charge of it , and are held responsible for it ? 

General Bogomol e t z: Yes, we know of it, we are not supposed to gi va yolil i:1for
na tion of what we are doi ng. 

Golonel Morrow: Do you know that l am guarding and policing this cit ~,; at the 
reques t ~ t he Russian author ities , a t t he request of a General Ata~an Semenoff? 

Genera l Bogomoletz: Yes, we know t ha t . 

Golonel :Morrow: Do you know t l.at Semenof'f ani mys elf are tLe best of friends. 

General Bogomoletz: 1 do not kn.ow. 

Colonel 11.orrow: Well, it is irue, and I woul d like t o ~:now wr.y the stk..:.tion mas t er 
has bean a rrested. 

Gene ral Bogomoletz: I am not supposed t o give an account to you. of our actions. 
I wil l not converse with you any more in reg~rd to such, I request the c onver
sation to s top. 

Colonel Morrow: Let !ll3 tell you this : I do not want to c ause eny trouble :for 
you, however, I hav e t wenty-ti ve hundred ( 25t~) men here, to c arr:; out my orders, 
and I ask you to continua the conv e rsa tion s o tha t we rray arrive at a peaceful 
ft;", ......... ,,..,_ 
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'Zbese ~acts 1rere 1'9pOr-;ed t o Colonel 1:orro.- at :Seresvv-k.a who c&"Ile -Cron: 
Beresovka by automobile to V13rlr..hne-Udirlsk a nd wi t h Lieutenant Byrns, 27th Infa nt ry, 
and ~jor Colby and Lieutenant Keat i ng , !t•R-~.c. and Mr. Silverrran, civilian in- ~ 
terpreter. , went aboard the "D str oy er". The foll owing r eport i s of the conver
sation h eld thereon: 

"Inte rview between Colonel Morrow, u.s .A. and Russ ian Gene ral on board Semenoff 
Bronevik at Stat ion Verkhne -Udinsk , Siberia, J a nuary 9th, 1920. 

Pr esent: 
Colonel ,Morrow, u.s . A., Gommandi~ Offic er, 27th Infant ry • 
Lieutenan t Byrns, u.s.A., 27th Infantry, 
Maj or Colby, R.R.s.c. Div. Ir1spector, Trans -Baikal Ra ilway. 
Li eutenant Kea ting, R.R.s.c. (Reporter). 
Mr. Si lverman , Civilian I n terpret er. 
General Bogomolet z, Russi an Officer, At ama.n Semenoff ' s Forces. 
Captain Mosc alev, Russian Officer, Comr:iander Of Bronevik . 

Vlhen Col onel Morr ow boa r ded t he br~aevi k , Silverman , the i nterpre ter, intro 
due i d him as the Comman ding Off · c er of t he Ame r i can Fore es • One t a ll Rus s iau . 
o:tf'io er presented hirm elf as a Gene ral , the otJ-.e r a.s a Cap t a in. 

Colonel Morr OR: I have r ec e ived a r epo rt tha t t he Sta ti on- mst er has been 
arr ested by you and is he ld on your t ra i n . I s t ha t correct ? 

General Bogomoletz: Yes . 

Col onel Morrow: Do you understand tr.at the A:~1erican forces are guardi ng this 
sector , tha t · they have charge of i t, and are held resp onsible for it ? 

Geueral Bogomole t z: Yes, wa know of it, we are not supposed. to give you iafor
rru tion of wr..at we a r e doing. 

Golonel Morrow: Do you kno.v that I am guardi:ig and policing this city at the 
re quest~ the Russian author it i es , a t t he r equest or a Ge:1ercl. J.1tarnan SA.menoff'? 

General Sogomoletz: Yes, we know t :i:at. 

Golonel Morrow: Do you know t~,at Serienoff and mys elf are t l:. e best of friends. 

General Bogomoletz: I do not know. 

Colonel 1'lorro.v: Well, it is true, and. I would lil-;:e to ~:now wr.y the stution mas t er 
has been arrested. 

General Bogomoletz: I ::.m not supposed to give an account to you of our actions. 
I will not converse with you any more in regard to such, 1 request Lhe conver
sa ti on t o s top. 

Colonel ~.:orro.v: Let nl¼ tell you this: I do not want to cause linY trouble for 
you, however, 1 have twenty-five hundred (25$~) men here. to carry out my orders, 
and l ask you to continue the conversation so that we rray arrive at a peac eful 
solution. 

G,meral Sogomoletz: I am not supposed. to give an accou:~t to you, only to my 
senior authorities. 

Colonel Morrow: ?.!y orders crarge me with Lr;"¼ prot action of L he railroad and its 
employes, it is an Allied agreement. Atama.n Se.'Ilenoff Uliderstunds it entirely. 
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Gene ral Bogomo_et z : I know very well the Alllied agreement but thi s case i s an 
absol utely privat e case, I do not consider it necessary to make a statemenL of the 
reason for arresting this nan. 

Colonel .il.lorraw: I must know why this nan was arrest ed, he is under my protection. 
I am bound to knov. this, if it is not r i€1].t I oan.Yiot permit it. 

General Bogomoletz : If I have not any reasons for doing t:r·_ese th i ngs I d on ' t do 
anything. 

Colonel Morrow : I must know this reason. I rave the confidence -.md trust of 
General Levit Sky and Gene ral Mejack , t he Russiwi General s here. I am charged 
w.i. th the g uarding of t he railroad, it is my orders that the railroad should not 
be interferredwi th, nor it s empl oye es. 

General Bobomol etz: You will be notified of the reasons for the arrest. 

Colone l Morrow: Alr ight, if y ou do this, and release this man, I will be re
spons ible , I wi l l see to it t bat t he me.n does nothing wrong i n this town. 

Genera l Bogomolet z: We also have r.ieans to look out for him. 

Colonel Morr ow: Tha t i s true, but I am looking out for the Bols r1eviks and I will 
look ou t fo r him. I wan t you to understand that I cam n.ere because I have a duty 
to perfo:nn, I em charged wiL h t he protection of this s ector, as you know. I mean 
to per fo rm t his duty . As long as you have suspicions of this man, I will wat ch 
him. · I don ' t wan t to inquire i nto any p.ersona.l reqsons you may have. I want 
official reasons. 

(The Ge neral gave t h e c ommander of the Brona.vik an order which was not int e rpret ed . 
The Commander left t he room am r eturn ed in a f ew mi nut e s . At t he same t i me though, 
the Gene ral denied tha t he was the commaader of t h e bronev ik, yet he kept on the 
ccnver sati on and r eplied to al l of Co Lonel l'Jor r ow• s quest ions) . 

General Bogomolatz: I was told t ha t h e is a Bolshevik, and 1 wanted t o kill h i m 
tonight 9 But if you insi st , I snall relea s e hi m. One Bols h9vik ca n .do us no harm. 
He is rel eased. It is best. 

Colonel orrow: That is true, it is best f or you and bes t for ne. I will take care 
ot this man and see t t at he does not do S;. i y damage, and I wi ll r ep ort t he matt er 
of our plesa.na t conversat ion to Ge.card.! .i.evi t sky. 

Gener al Bogomoletz: Alright. 

Col on el :ri.:orrow: It would be very serious. You mus t know t hat I would no t come he r e 
t o talk this w~ if it was not sari ous. I cam s even versts t o t a lk wi i;h you, and 
I assure you that your actions will be appr ov ed by t h e h'lils sian Gener ~l s in thi s o1 ty. 

General Bogomolet z: Please , l hope after what i s stated of this man , aft e r his 
release, h e will be l oolced a fter by t he Am erican Comman der. 

Colonel Morr ow: I give you my word tha t I will wa tc his a c ti ons with m:1 s ecret 
police, and I wi ll sea t hat, in no wa.y , as assistant s tat i on zms ter , does he in 
any way discr i mina t e a gainst t he trains of At aman Sene nof f, the Jap~ne se or an ybody 
else . I will see to it that he wi ll do what is right. 
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Colonel Morrow: I must know why this rran was a rrested, he is under my protection. 
I am bound. to know this, if it is not right I cannot permit it. 

General Bogomoletz: If I have not any reasons for doing t 'hese things I don't do 
anything. 

Colonel Morrow: I mus t know this reason. I have the confidence •and trust of 
General Levitsky and General MejaOk, the Russian Generals here. I am charged 
with the guarding of the railroad, it is my orders that the r ail road should not 
be int erferred with , nor its employees. 

General Bobomoletz: You will be notified of the reasons for the arrest. 

Colonel Morrow: .Alright , if you do this, and releas e this man, I will be re
sponsible, I will see to it tha t the m~n does nothing wrong in this town. 

General Bogomoletz : We also have means to loOk out for him. 

Colonel !Jorrow: That is true, but I am looking out for the Bolsheviks and I will 
look out for him. I want you to understand that I cam here because I have a duty 
to p erform, I am charged wit;h the protection of this sector, as you know. I mean 
to perform this duty . As long as you have suspioions of this man, I will watch 
him. · I don't want to inquire iato any p.ersoual re~sons you may have. I want 
official reasons. 

(The Ge neral gave the c omma.Ilder of the Bronavik an order which was not interpreted. 
The 00llJI1B.nder left the r oom am returned in a few mi nutes. At the same time though, 
the General denied that he was the commaader of the bronevik, ye t he kept on the 
conversation alld replied to all or Co ... onel Morrow's questions ). 

General Bogomolatz : I was told that h e is a Bolshevik, and 1 wanted t o kill him 
tonight, But if you insist, I shall release him. One Bolshsvik ca n do us no harm. 
He is released. It is best. 

Colonel Morrow: That is true, it is best for you aad best for ne. I will take care 
ot this man and see t bat he does not do any damage, and I will report the mat ter 
of our plesanat conversation to General Levitsky. 

General Bogomoletz: Alright. 

Colonel Morrow: It would be very serious. You must know t hat I would not come here 
to talk this wa;y if it was not sari ous. I cam seven versts to talk wi i;h you, and 
I assure y ou tbat your actions will be c.pproved by the F.lissian Gener£.i.ls in this city. 

General Bogomoletz: Please, l hope af~er what is stated of this mn, after his 
release, he will be loCKed after by the ..cimerican Commander. 

Colonel Morrow: I give you my word that l will watc his actions with m;v secret 
:police, and I ·will see t.riat, in no wa::, as assista!lt station naster, does he in 
an::, way discril'.'.linate against th~ trains of A.ta':lrai Se.1:1enoff, the Jap2inese or an;vbody 
else. I will see to it tha t he will do w~ .. '.:l.t ·s "'.'ight. 

General Bogomoletz: It is agreeable. 

Colonel Morrow: I will report the entire natter to the Ata:::an, I will sa.y that 
the Gener,.,l ta s shown very gocd J.rlgemeat and wery high courtesy and I w:i 3h him 
luck and succews. 
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General Bogomoletz: Vie received the infonnation of this t!B.n from our i !1for1'!':ation 
department, and if Colonel tlorro.v wishes he rra.y obtain the information atout this 
nan from them, it is i11t;aterial, if the station master is guilty we will get hi m 
sooner or later. 

Colonel }.!orrow: Tr-1at is a lr ight , I will watch him. 

AL this point the interview was closed. It was ascertained from the Russi.m 
Railwey Ufficials tmt t h e Assi$tE:.nt Station Master ha.d been released during the 
interview. 

The station naster having been released, the annored t ruin. "Destroyer" proceeded 
westward from Ver khne-Udinsk , tbe same night. At 8: 00 .A.i~ J anuary 10th, the 
following telegram as rec e ived from Capt ain Ramsey, 27th Infa:rii r'J, who was then 
a t Selenga: 

".Selenga, January 10th, 1920. Colonel r,:orrow, .Arr.eric an Commanq., 
Beresovka. Received fran Poselskaya the following telegr.:a:m quote 
We are a ttacked, one killed, two wounded. .a.rrest the armored train 
coming out. I will give or de r s to the rest. Captain Rarnsey." 

At 10:00 ~.ll. the following telegram was received: 

11:Mysovaya, Siberia, January 10, 1920. Com:nanding Officer, 27th 
Infantry , Jeresovka., Siberi a. Azm ored train fired on our detachment at 
Posolskaya k illir1g on-a and wounding three. 1.rrain now held betwen 
Posolska.ya and Tuimlew. I am t aking ninety men 'from here with Czechs to 
destroy train. Hold all a rmored trains at Verkhne-Udinsk. Czech 
Commander here requests t at you get in touch wi th Czech Commander now 
near Verkhne-Udinsk. All i s clear west of Mysovaya. Wounded men 
from Posolskaya being broug:tt t o Mysovaya. Waite." 

As it was believed teat th9 annored tra in that had attacked Posolskaya. was one of 
Semenoff 's trains moving fr om the west to the ea.st and that it was not the "Destroyer" 
which had mOV'ea. from V9rkhne-Udir1sk to the west, the Comr.ianding Officer at Berasovka 
considered t hat he had two ann ored trains to deal with, these annored trains lying 
somewhere b etween Beresovka and Posolsk13¥a.. The following telegram was Simt t o 
Cap tain \Vai te at M~rsovaya," 

" Beresovka, Siberia. January 10th, 1920. Com:na.nding Officer, 
u. s. 'l'roops, Mysovaya. One bronevik left here last night west bound . 
Dontt let it pi.ss. I am leaving here as soon as possible with platoon 
nac hine guns and thirty-seven millimeter. We shall take bo th b1onavik. 
Morrow." 

A r~quest was made on the Semenoff Mili,tar;y Commantant at VP,rkhne-Udinsk for an engine 
t o take the se t roo1•s west towards Posolska.ya. This request was refused. The Semeno£f 
military station cormnandan.ly was immediately placed µnder arrest and engine seized 
in the roundhou.se under charge of Major D. s. Colby, R.R.s.c., and brought to Beresovka. 
Anothe r engine was seized in th9 yards a t Beresovka and guards placed on it, troops 
being put aboard a 1,d the engines wooded and watered. Tbeccomman d left Beres ovka for 
Posolskeya at 2:10 P.M. One engi ne preceded the train ·by about 1200 yards as an . 
advance guard engine. Tataurovo was reached at 3: 10 P.M. without incident. Here it 
was learned that an ann ored train was ap proaching the s tation from the west. The t 
troops were immediately detrained and toop up posi tion in the westArn Anv~ o~ th~ 
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sooner tr later. 

Colonel Morrow: T::nat is a lright, I will watch him • 

.Ac. this point tbe interview was closed. It was ascertained from the Russian 
Railwey Officials tmt the Assist £i.nt Station Master had been released during the 
interview. 

The station rm.star having been released., the armored train. "Destroyer" proceeded 
westward from Verkhne-Udinsk, t :.e s ame night. At 8: 00 A.M J anuary 10t h, t he 
following telegram was received from Capt a in Ramsey , 27th In£a:rtrJ, who wa s then 
at Selenga: 

"Selenga, Janua ry 10th , 1920. Colonel Morrow, Amerio a n Com'llanQ., 
Ber esovka. R8oeived fran Poselskaya the following telegram quote 
We are attacked, one killed, t wo wounded. a rrest the armored train 
coming out. I will give orders to the r est. Captain .Ramsey ." 

At 10:00 A.M. t he following telegram was received: 

"Mysovaya, Siberia, Janua ry 10, 1920. Commanding Officer, 27th 
Infantry , Jeresovk~ Siberia. Armored train fired on our d etachment at 
Posolskaya killi:1g on~ and wounding three. Train now held betwen 
J?osolskeya and Tuimlew. I am taking ninety men 'from here with Czechs to 
destroy train. Hold all armored trains a.t Verkhne-Udinsk. Czech 
Commander here requests t a t you get in touch with Czech Commander now 
near Verkhne-Ud.insk. All is clear wes t of Mysoveya. Wounded rnan 
from Pos olskaya being broug:1-.'. t to Niysov~a. Waite." 

As it was beli eved that tr.e annoreu train that had attacked Posolskaya was one of 
Semenoff' s trains moving from the west to the eas t and that it was not the "Destroyer" 
which had moved from Verkbne-Udinsk t o t he wes t, the Oom':landing Officer at 3eresovka 
considered t hat he had two a :rmored t rains to dea l with, these a.nnored trains lying 
somewhere between Beresovka and Posolskeya. rhe f ollowing telegram was s .. mt to 
Cap tam Waite at Mysovayaa" 

''Beresovka, Siberia. January 10th, 1920. Cor.rnanding Officer, 
u. s. Troops , Mysovaya. One bronevik left )-ere last night west bound. 
DonU let it i:ass . I am leaving bere as soon as possible with platoon 
nachine guns and thirty-seven mil limeter. We sr. all take bo ,h b~ onevik. 
Morrow." 

A request was made on Lhe Semenoff llili tary Co1mna:1 tant at VP,:rkhne-Udinsk for an engine 
to take these troo1,s west towards Posolskaya. This request was refused. :1he Semenoff 
military station comma.ndan "ly was im.~ediat9ly placed under arrest and engine seized 
in the roundhouse under charge of Ma,j or D. s. Colby, .R.R.s.c., and brought to Beresovka. 
Anothe r e ngine was seized in th9 ;yards at BP;resovka ~d guards placed on it, troops 
being put ab oard a,d the engines wooded and i.vatered. Theccommand left Beresovk:& for 
Posolskaya a t 2:10 P.ll. One engine p receded the train by about 1200 yards as an 
advance guard engine. Ta.taurovo was reached at 3: 10 P.M. without incident. Eere it 
was learned that an annored train w-.a.s ap1,roaching the station from the west. 'i'he t 
troops were immediately detrained and toop up position in tte western edge of the 
village to destroy this annored train. During the absence of the comnn:.'ld, ti,e dis
patchers' circ ·.iit bad been forcibly seized from Verkhne-Udinsk to Posolskeya.. Just 
prior to the a.r.T'ival of the a1mored train the .Adjutan t , Lieutenant James, received a. 

message from Beresovka that the armored tr<.dn had been captured near Posolsk~ and 
was proceeding to Beresovka w-id that this v.:as the only armored. train in th0 .a.rrericm. 

sector. This infomat ion was received just in time, as the armored train had come 
with.in 350 yards of t be a:!lerican troops a.nd t i',e command for firing was about to be 
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given. The annored train was under t he command of Captain George D• Ramsey, 27th 
Infantry, with 16 m8l'l. The prisoners on the armored train were ta.km from the 
car ana. their number verified. Ti: ey were placed in a closed car, the officers 
were placed under close guard in the car used as headquarters car by Gener~ 
Bogomoletz. Both the armored train and the detachment then returned to Beresovka 
and the prisoners were taken to one of the barracks and placed under guard. 'l'hey 
were furnished ·with cots, blankets and a separate rress was established fo:c them. 
The rm.in incidents of tr,e capture of the annored train "Destroyer'' are as follows: 
The annored train having entered Verkhne-Udinsk:, robbed the assistant station 
master of all his money, property, household belongings, etc., and their intentions 
to execute him having been blocked by the Commanding Officer of the .urerican troops, 
proceeded to Pos olskaya, Genern.l Bogomoletz still in a state of rage ov_er the inci
dent at VP-rk hne -Udinsk. Posol skaya was then guarded by the 3rd Platoon, Company "M" 
27th Infantry , consisting a t Posa lska.ya of but 42 men and 2 officers. They were 
quartered in box oars wh ich lay in the sidings near the s tation. '.i' he annored train 
arrived a t Posolskaya between 12 and 1 o'clock at night • .;_ 'l'he c onr.iaader of· the train 
held a l ong \ntervi ew with the Semenof'f military commandkt of that place, Lieuten
ant Krisco. Kri sco had been an open enemy of the .A.rr-ericans for several months and 
had in every way endeavored to bring on tro;.lble between the .,'..mericans and th~ Rus
sian people. He had submit t ed rrany lying and slanderous rep arts to the headc:.uarters 
of the Semenoff c ommander. On the 9th he had openly told various people, including 
ra ilroad empl oyees, that ther e vrould b '.': trouble at Posolskaya that night. The people 
of Posolskaya had l eft the village , having previously informed the ~;.l'1eric an Com
mander, Lieutenant Kendall , of the statements made by Lieutenant Krisoo. Half an 
hour before the a rrival of the a rmored train Krisco was asked by the n....r>Je rican Com
manding Officer, Lieutenant Kendall, if t here was a Semenoff armored train coming 
~ o Posolsk~a, and he rE!)lied that t ere was not. There was no argument, no quarrel, 
nor any conversation bet ee."l the ilmerican com'lBn d and the armored train. 'l'he armored 
train after rermining about a half hour at the st a tion, started pulling back towards 
Verkhne-Udinsk and at the same time opene d fire without the slightest warming on 
the sleeping Amaric ans in their box. cars. These shots riddled the tops of the oars. 
The American detachment, under t ri e c om.rr.and 'of Lie utenant Kendall, innnediately turned 
out of ti:eir oars am took up the fight wit:, the m"mored train. Sergeat Carl Robbins 
climed aboard the engine and tbrew a hand grenade into the cab. He was irru:1ediately 
k illed by being shot through the head. by an officer who was on guard over the en~ne 
crew. The platoon began to wortc arouno. both sides of t he armored t rain, subjecting 
rt to a ooavy fire frGlll rifles and nano. grenades, Lieutenant Kendall hi self using an 
aut omatic rifle. Private John R. :Jontgor!Bry , an ammunition oarr i e~, was k illed by 
Lieutenan t ae.;d.all 's side. Private liomer D. :rommi e i n -a ttempting t o board the 
armored train, was knocked from the train, and the train passed over :i;nrt of hi s foot. 
The annored train moved toward tte east three or four hundred yards , where, due 
to tb e darruge caused to its e~ne was forced to s t op .~..rhe detachment o ont inued 
i ts a ttack against the annored train, again working around the train. The crew 
having sooceeded in star ~inp the engine again, the ann or A. t; r a in c ont inued to the 
east to the ·station ~imlyui where, fearing t:t e J.i.rnerica..'l.d.etaohmant at Selenga., it 
s toppai and sent out messengers to telephone L O Coionel hlorrow a t B9resovka and to 
Lieutenant Kendall at Posolsk~a, that the train desired to su1render. Therres-
sage reached Lieutenant Kendall at Posolsk:;wa who rEJ)lied that the crew of t he 
armored train s hou.ld march back to Posolskeya, unarmed, and their surrender would be 
received. This tr.:ey agreed to do. In the rmantina, the me ssuge had r eached Captain 
Ramsey at Selenga. a nd , t ak ing- an e ngine and 16 men, he went to Timlyui and there 
received th e s ·.u-rende r of the annored train and its entire crew. 1.r oo much pro.ise 
cannot be given Second Li eutenant .Paul w. Kendall, 27th u. s . Inr'antry, and the men 
of his detachment, who were at tacked in the middl e of t he night by a powerful armored 
train which mounted~ ma.chine guns , l one-pounder, 1 thr ee-inch field piece. one 2.4 
piece am 55 rifles. with abundant ammunition f or all. The crew of the annored train 
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Bogomoletz. Both the arm::>red train and the detachment then r eturned to Beresovka 
and the prisoners were taken to one of the ba rracks and placed under guard. They 
were furnished wi th cots , blanke t s and a separate mess was established f'or them. 
The nuin inc i dents of tbe oa ptlll'e of the a nnored train "Destroyer" a re as f ollows : 
The azmored tra in having e ntered Ver khne,-Udinsk , robbed the assi s t ant s t a ti on • 
naster of all hi s money , p r opert y- , household bei ongi ngs, etc., and their int entions 
to execute h i m having bean bl ocked by the Commanding Of f i cer of the .Anerica n t r oops , 
proc eeded to Poso lskaya, Generul Bogomoletz stil l in a s t a t e of rage over the i ncl
dent at v~rkhne - Udinsk . P osolskaya was then guarded by the 3rd Pla toon, Company "M'' 
27th Infantry, c onsisting at Poso l s kaya. of but 42 men and 2 of fic er s . They were 
quartered in box oars whi c h lay in the sidings near the station. The armo r ed train 
arrived at Posolslm.ya between 12 and l o'clock at night.··~ The c anmander oc· the tra in 
hel d a long \ ntervi ew with the Semenoff mil i tary command~t Of _tha t p lace, Lieut en• 
ant Kris co. Kri sco had been an open e nemy of the Americans i'o r several months and 
had i n every way endeavored to bring on trouble bet ween the Ame ricans and th9 Rus 
sian people. Re had submit t ed many lying and slander ous r t!) ar ts to the he adqua rt ers 
of the Semenoff c ommander. On the 9th he bad openly told various people, includi ng 
railroad employees, tha t t here v.u uld b-= trouble at Posol ska.ya t hat night. The people 
of Pos olskaya had left the vil lage, having previously inform ed the .Americ an Com
mander, Lieutenant Kenda ll, Of t he s t atements made by Lieutenant Kri soo. Ha lf an 
hour before the arrival of th e a nnor ed train Krisco was asked by the American Com
mandi ng Officer, Lieutena nt .h:enda.ll, if t }1ere was a Semenoff ann ored t rain coming 
t o Posolsk~a, and he ri:p lied that t ~.ere was not. There was no argument, no quarrel, 
n or any conversati on between the ..lmeri ca:n conmand and the armored tra in. The armored 
t r a i n after remining about a half hour at the station, start ed pulling back tov.~rds 
Verkhne- Udinsk and at the same time opened fire without the slightest warming on 
the sleepir .. g .e.rooricans in t he ir box cars. These sh ots riddled the tops of the cars. 
The .American detachment, under t ri e comimn d of Lieutenant Ke:rdall, immediately turned 
out of their cars l>.ni took up t he fi gh t witi. the m-mored train. Sergea.t Carl Bobbins 
climed aboard the en5~ ne and t hr ew a bar~ grenade into the cab. Re was im~ediately 

. killed by being shot through t he he ad b y an officer who was on guard over tho engine 
crew. The p l a toon b egan to work a round bo th sides of the ~rmored train, subjecting 
it to a heavy fi r e f r i:m r i fles an d hand grenades 9 Lieutenan t Kendall hi self using an 
au t omatic rifl e . Privat e John R. Ilont gorn ry , an ammunition oarriea:-, was ldlled by 
Lieu tenant Aendal l' s s i de. Pr iva te Home r D. l'ol'!llllie in attempting co borud the 
a rmored train , was knoc ked from the train, and the train passed over µ).rt of his foot. 
The a.m ored train moved toward tbe east three or four hundred yards, where, due 
to the darruge cau sed to its e r~ine was forced to s top;*.irhe detachment continued 
its a tta ck against the annored train, again TTOrking around the train. The crew 
havi ng s oo ceeded in sta.r ~inp- the engine again, the annor~d. t; rain continued to the 
east t o t be ·st a t ion ~imlyui whern., f eari.:ig ti-_e M1ericand.etachmant at Selanga, it 
stoppoo. anci. sent out roossen@:ll'S to telephone ~o Coionel hlor row .s. t s~resovka and to 
Lieutenant Kendall at Posols~a, t hat the train desired to su~render. The mes-
sage reached Lieut en.ant .i:..endall at Posolskeya who rEJJ lied that tne crew of the 
armored train should n:arch back to Posolskeya, unarmed, and their surrender would be 
received. This tr..ey agreed to do. In the !1l')antima, the mess--ge had reached Captain 
Ramsey at Selenga and, t ak:ing an e::lgi. ne and 16 men, he went to Timlyui and there 
received the s .<rrender of the armored train and. its entire craw. Too m'1Ch p raise 
cannot be given Second Lieutenant .Paul w. Kendall , 27th u. J . Inf antry, and t he men 
Of his detachment , who were attacked. in the middle of the night by a power ful armored 
train which mounted ~ machine guns, l one-pounder, l th ree-inch field piece, one 2.4 
piece arid. 55 rifles, wi th abundant ammunition for all. The crew of the annored train 
consisted of 53 men and 7 officers. The train was armored with about 1/4 inch steel 
plate, bac;;ced by 18 inches of reinforced concrete. Ji.gain.st this the detachment had 
their rifles, 2 autOI!lb.tic rifles and a few ha .d grenades. The-y were attacked in the 
night and fought over ground covered with sno.'I, without .cover or concealment, and 
continued their pursuit of the a11nored train as far L,.S it W'd.S humanly possible to do 
so. The f ollc,,;ing officers an d mai of this cornrr.:111d have been recommended for the 

Distinguished Service Cross: 
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2nd Lieutenant Paul w. Kendall, 
2nd Lieut enant John c. Stinell, 
Sergeant Carl Robbins, deceased, 
Private John L. 11ontgomery, deceased, 
Private Homer D. 'l' ommi e , wou..."lded. 
Sergeant hermann Malchow, 
Sergeant Peter P. Mat thews. 

T:r.eir courage and high endeavor eminently anti tled them to this distinguished • 
order from the govern.'Ilan t they so splendidly served. 

19. On Jawary 10th, 1920, the following telegram was sent to Ataman Semenoff: 

"Verkhne-Udinsk, January 10th, 1920. Atan:an ::iemenoff, Chita. 
One of y our armored trains fired i nto my troops at Posolska.yu yesterd.cy. 
Request you avoid int erna t ion conflict by refraining from seading other 
annored trains int.o the J..merican sector. :Uorro.v:. 

On January 11th the following telegram was sent: 

"Beresovaka., Siberia, Janu£a.ry 11th, 1920. Ataman Semenoff', Chita. 
Armored tra in nnestroyer"attacked small force of forty two A.'118ricans 
at Posolskaya, momin.g of January tenth , at one A..~- Annored train was 
captured and is held here. Americans two killed and one wounded . Arniored 
tra in five killed and one wounded. This occurrence I om sure will caus i::, 
you deep regr e t and I do not or could not hold you responsible for t: ~ 
ill-advised actions Of a drunken officer . Suggest tr,.at you designate 
an officer to set tle . this affar with me. Morrow." 

At the sam<; time this telegram wa s sent, Ge :1eral :Myssura of tte Russian Garrison, 
was req11est ed by Colonel 1Iorrow to serxi a similar telegram to Atama n Semenoff ano 
to tell him t hat if he sent othe r armored trains i nto tr·ie .American sector, they w 
would be net by the i..meri ca.n forces and des troyed. .A. telegram of this nature was 
sent by Gener-c.l. Myssura on tLe direct wire to Ataman Semen off on the 11th. A 
conversa ti on was he-1. d by General li-JS sura over the direct wire wit h :i..ieu te 1an t Gener
al Semenoff • uncle of atarnan Semanoff' . No reply ~s ·received to a ny· of t be above 
mentioned t elegr&mS until January 14th. On Janm ry 11th, due to the r eports that a 
Semenotf ann ored train was proceeding from Petrovsky-Zavod., west to Verkhne-Udinsk, 
and that an armored train from the west was pr eparing to enter the .American. sector 
at Mysovaya, and as t here were 1200 .:3e:.ienof f troops .situated in Beresovka, and 
Vemhne-Udinsk• it was considered necessary to take over the dispatch i ng syst em from 
Verkhne-ildinsk to Mysoveya. in order to lceep t he headq11arters ·and th.,_ outly ing de
tachments in cannnmic ation with each other. The dispatching system was taken over 
at ll P.-M., January 11th, and .. g;JB.rd p laced over the dispatchers' office, telegraph 
otf'ice, and the railroad at Verkhne-Udinsk, a lso a ll dispatchers• offices, telegraph 
Office, between Verkhne-Udinsk and Mysova.ya. Heavy patr ols were sent t hr ough t he 
Russian ga rrison at Beres ovka, in order to i nsure that no hos tile mov emimt took 
place in that garrison and tr.iat no movement took plaoe from hhe Park Barracks toward; 
the city Of -Verkhne-Jdinsk . About l .&.M. Janmey 12th, the Caecho-Slovak Colonel 

Nemetz, then at Selenga, reques ted tho AP.erican Command er, Colonel Mor row, to come 
to the dispatcher's home at Bares ovka, in order that he might c ammmicate to him 
t he situation which had arisen in the west. Colonel Morrow and his Regimental 
Adjutant, Lieutenant J ames, proceeded to the railroad station at Beresovka and he ld 
approximately the f ollowing conv'.ll"sati on with Colonel Nemetz, m o s tat es that he 
had been given full power to dea l direct with the American Corrne.nder in this m?.tter . 
f\n1,w,o.1 "t.T ..... o. t:.,. in+"rn...,,o,1 f:l,o t. m o ..-i~,:,n C1nTTtf'Uln t'iA,.. tmt 111lA to thA int.A,..t'Arenae O:f 
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Priva;e 5:~r :). :'O!:!::ie, WOu:lO.ea.. 
Sergeant h~rmann Malchow, 
Sergeant Peter P. :Matthews . 

Tr;eir courage a m high endeavor eminently anti tled. them to this distinguished 
order from the governmet!,t they so splendidly sel"V'ed. 

19. On Jawary 10th, 1920, the_ f'ollowi~ telegram was sent to .At a man Semenoff: 

"Verkhne-Udinsk, January 10th, 1920. Atanmi Semeno:f'f, Chita. 
One of your armored trains fired into my troops at Posolskaya. yesterdS8' • 
Request you avo id interna tion conflict by refraining from sending other 
armored trai ns int.o the American sector. MorrOR: . 

On Januar y 11th the following telegram was sent : 

" Beresovaka., Siberia, Janua ry 11th , 1920. Ataman Semenoff, Chi ta. 
Armored train "Destroyer"attacked small force of forty two Ame ricans 
at Posolskaya, momin.g of January tenth, at one A.?£· Annored train was 
captured and is held rare. Ame ric a ns two killed and one wounded. Armored 
t rain five killed and one wounded. This occurrence .r am sure wi ll cause 
you deep regret and I do not or could not hold you respons i ble for t~ o 
111-advi sad acti ons of a drunken officer. Suggest that you designate 
an officer to set tle. this affar with me . Morrow." 

At the sam~ time this telegram was sent, Ge :1eral Myssura of tl:e Russian Garrison, 
was reques ted by Colonel 1lor row to send a similar telegram to Ataman Semeno:f'f ana 
t o t ell him t.hat if he sent other annored trai ns into t i ie American sector, they w 
would be !Il3t by the i:.merican forces and_ destroyed. A telegram of this nature was 
sent by Gener~ Myssura on t}::e direct wire to Ataman Semenoff on the 11th. A 
c onversati on was he.J. d by General Mys sura over the direct wi re with :Wiaute ,ant Gener
al Semenoff, uncl e of Atarnan Semenoff. No r eply w~s received to any · of t 1ie above 
mentioned telegrams unti l J a·nua.ry 14th . On Janua ry 11th, due to the reports that a 
Semenoff annored train was proceeding from Petrovsky-Zavod, west to Verkhne-Ud.:.nsk, 
and that an a rmored train from the west was preparing to enter the Ar:1eric&n sector 
a.t Mysovaya, and as there were 1200 3e~enoff troops si tua.ted i n Beres ovka, and 
Verlrhne -..idinsk , it was considered necessary to take over the dispatcr,i ng system from 
Verkhne-i.Jdinsk to Mysoveya in order to keep the headquarters and th outlying de
t achments in oannnmication with each othe r . The dispatching system was taken over 
at ll P~M., Janua ry llth, and a g"Jard placed over the dispatchers• office, telegraph 
otfioe, and t he railroc. d at Verkhne-Udinsk, also all dispatchers' offices, telegraph 
Office , between Verkhne-Udinsk and Mysova.ya. Heavy patrols were sent t hrough the 
Russian garrison a t Beresovka, in order t o insure that no hostile movem9n t. took 
place in tha t garrison and that no movement took place from hlie Park Barracks toward3 

t he city of -Verkhne-Jdinsk. About l a .M. Janm:cy 12th, the Caecho-Slovak Colonel 
Nemetz, tnen at Selenga~ requested th.-, American Commander, Colonel 1:orrow, to come 
to the dispatcher' s home at B,'" resovka, in order t l: at he m~ght canmunicate to him 
the situati on which had <-risen in t he west. Colonel :hlorrow and his Regimental 
Adjutant, Lieutenant Jwnes, proceeded. co the railroad sta"i on at Beresovku and. held 
approximately the following conv -,rsation with Colonel Nemetz, mo states that he 
had been given full p()Ner to d ea.l direct with the .i'>..ineric an Comtrander in this mt ter. 
Colonel Nemetz infonned the .d.l:'.lerican Com"!l8l'lder trat due to t he interference of 
SerrenOft' s troops with the evacuation of the Czecho-Sl~#ak: forces, and on account 
of Semenoff's troops having fired on th"l Czecho-3lova.ks and. having prohiuited them 
passage thro·1.gh the country as well as the use of the telegraph a :1d telephone lines 
and having stopped. ti. ei r eschelO!lS, tbe Czecho-Slovak forces had begun th~ dis~:nning 
of all the Semenoff trcops between Irkutsk and up to Selenga. That this was being 
done under the orders of General Ji.i.nin, ar: :.::. t ::at b y 8 ~.H. the next mor'!1i11g 6 
e se; hel ons or Czech sol a.' 1· ers ,.,i· t h o d t · ,, ne annore rain would arrive in v9 rk-11.~e-Udinsk: 
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for the purpose of disann ing the Jemenoff forces at tv.at place. He requested 
the assistance of ti:ie ,~meric an Commander in thls undertaking, pointing out that 
the Americans had been attacked b;,· the forces of Jei:lenoff. The ,~rne ricans tl,em
selves were under orders to evacuate the com1try and must evacuate at the sanl:\ 
time t i.at t he Czecho- Slovak evacu.ati on took place. He requ. ested Colonel Uorrow 
further t o guarantee to t e Czechs a free entry into Beresovka :.md Verkhne-Udinsk, 
so that t t ey woul d not be fired on before sufficient eschelons :,ad be,3n mass ed there 
to enable them to suc-cessful ly disa.m t :i-1e garrison at that point . Colonel Morrow 
rep lied t hat he would. give Colonel :-reme tz a definite an ..;wer to his proposition 
wit hin a couple of hours. Orders were t hen issued b.!- Colonel ~orrow c;o give the 
Czecho-Slovaks free use of the dispatchers' circuit so tbat they might communicate 
wi th their eschelons. Colonel ";emetz was informed of this order. In Lc:meantime me& 
messages were r eceived conf irmiiig the report ~ mt an armored train then at Petro
vsq-Za.vod to the east Of t he Ame r ican sector was preparing to come to V.::\ rkhne-Udinst, 
after r epeat ed warnings given to 11.taman Se!Ilenoff not to send annored trains into 
the .A.m:l rican sec tor. The sendi l'lg o f t h is annored train could mean but one t hing; 
that it was coming t o make battle on the American forces. Furt he::rmore, Semenoff had 
not answered any Of the telegram:; sent him. He had 1200 men with artillery and 
machine guns under his c anr.rand at Verkhne-Udinsk and Beresovka, besides large forces 
at Chit a , and in t :i .e country under his control. \'/hat forces he might be nassing 
agains t the An:erioa.n command could only be surmised. Colonel Morrow "'n:1 Lieutenant 
J ames t hen proceeded to t Le quarters of ~ .1 or General Myssura, c onms.nd.ing the 
Semenoff garrison at Beresovka and asked him wbat telegrams, if any, he had received 
from At.a.man SemenOff. General Myssura 3xhibited to t : em the copies of t he telegrams 
he had_ sent to Atame.n Semenoff on tlle 10th an d 11th, then informed them t hat he ri 
had not received any rEl)ly arn furthermore, t hat it would have been very easy for 
SemenOff or his Chief of Sta.ff to have replie d if t r:ey had des ired to do so, as the 
direct wire was at the wervic e of Semenof f at any time and that he bad received 
that day a t elegram from Semenoff r e .L!iting to a trifling matter co .r.cerning cots for 
a. sohool. Colone l 1:orrow and the Adjutant, Lieutena.'1t J ames, t hen returned to the 
Headquart ers of t he regiment . All of the o rguniza.tion commanders were assembled 

and the fu ll sit uation lai d before thom and t 1:eir decision was requested as to what 
action the Com.'Yland should take i n view of the entire situa tion; the attack of the 
armored tra in, the wall-known hostility of Senanoff ~nd his troops towards the 
i1meric ans , the order Llll.d t he necessity for the Ame rio an.:, to immadiately evacuate. 
the forcibl e di sanning of Senanoff ' s men under t he direct orders of Gener al Janin, 
the :f·,rther fac ts of the telegrams S'3nt by t he Commanding Officer and t h e t elegrams 
sent bp General Myssura to Ataman Semenoff and his :failure to reply to the same, 
al so the movement of Sei-:1enoff ' s annored tra ins towards Verkhne-Udinks , an d further 
the original mission of the A,~ric a n forces in Sib '3r1a. to assist th e CzechorSlovaks. 
The foll owing definite proposition was submit tad for their considerat ion: 

m"In view of our ofders to proceed to Vla divos tok, in view of all that is knovm of 
Semenoff ani his troops, the present si t io.tion in its e ,Jtirety, do we dean it .iec-
essary in order to i nsure our safe return homa to accept the otter of the Czecho
slovaks or to decline it. " On this t he assembled officers unanimously agreed to 
accept the Cxecho-3lovak offer and to enter into au agreement witL them as to our 
future movements . This agreement was canmunicated over the disp:::. tcher's telephone 
to Colone l Nemetz then at delenga about 4:ZD A.M. Colonel Nenetz was fully in
formed as to the s tre:1gth of the Semen off garrison at Beresovka, Verkhne-Udinsk, 
and the Park Barrac ks , was guarant eed a sufe entiy for all hi s eschelons into 
Beresovka and that the Russian artillery would be held under guard of the Americans 
s o that it could not be used agains t him. Furthe more, t he plan was adopted that 
two Czech esch elons and the armored tra in "Orlick" would .t-each Beresovka about 8 
or 9 A.M. and awa.it the a rrival of two other e schelons, t :;at t he leading eschelons 
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ti?:!a , .a:· t~ Czeeno-Slov&i.t' evac·'"4ati on too:;s: place. He reqaested Colonel r.!orrO'N 
furiher to guarantee to t e Czechs a free entry into Beresovka snd Verkhile-Udin.sk, 
so that t r.ey would not be fired on before suff icient eschelons had been imssed there 
to enable them to successfully disa::.m the garrison at that point. Colonel Morrow 
replied that he woulo give Colone l Nemetz a definite answer to his proposition 
within a couple of hours . Orders were then issued by Colonel Morrow to give the 
Czecho-Slovaks free use of the dispatchers' circuit so that they might communicate 
with their eschelons. Colonel Nemetz was informed of this order. I n themeantime me• 
messages were received confirming the report that an armored trai.n then at Petro
vsq- Za.vod to the east of the American sector was preparing to 'come to Vo.rkhne -Udinik, 
after repeated warnings given to 1.1.taman Semenof f not to send rumored trains into 
the American sector. The sending of this amiored train could mean but one t h ing; 
th.at it was coming to make battle on the American f'orces. Furthennore, Semenoff had 
not answered any of the telegram:1 sent him. He had 1200 men with a rtillery and 
machine guns under his c on'?lalld at Verkhne-Udinsk and Beresovka, besides large forces 
at Chit a, a.nd in t Le country under his control. What forces he might be na ssing 
against the .An:a r ican command could only be surmised. Colonel Morrow ani Lieutenant 
James t hen proceeded to the quarters of Ma,jor General W.iyssura., OOllllBnding the 
Semenoff garrison at Beres ovka and asked h im wr,at telegrams, if any, he had recei ved 
from Ataman Sernenof'f. General :k7ssura 3xhibited to t r,em tb,e copies of the telegrams 
he had sent to Atarmn Semenaff on t1le 10th and 11th, then informed them that he a« 
had not reoei ved any rfl) ly and furthermore, t:tiat it would have been very easy for 
Semenoff or his Chief of Staff to h ave r eplied if t hey had des ired to do so, as the 
direct wire was at t he wervice of' Semenoff' at any time and that he had received 
that da¥ 4 telegram from Semenof:f relating to a trifling matter co~em.ing co ts for 
a school. Colonel hlorrow end the Adjutant, Lieutenant James, the n returned t o the 

Head.quart ers of the r et:,i.ment. All of the organ i zat ion commanders were assembled 
an d th"! full situation laici before them and t ::eir dec ision was requested as to vihat 
acti on the Com."!land should ta.'re in vi ew of th e entire sit i1ation; the attack of the 
a r mored train, t he well-known hostility of Serranof f .:i.nd his troops towards the 
Americ ans , the order ,..:nd the necessity f or t he American .:; to im':lediately evacuate; 
the forci bl e disanning Of 3 ermnoff's men under the direct orders of General Janin, 
the f ·irthe r facts of tbe telegrams sent by the Com~nanding Officer .:.nd tr:e telegrams 
sent bp General Myssura to Ataman Semanoff and his failure to reply to the same , 
also t he movement of Se·:1enoff's a.nnored trains towards Verkhne-Udinks, and :fUrthe r 
the origina l miss i on of the American forces in ::iib:ria to assist the Czecho_r-Slovaks. 
The fOll owing definite proposition was submitt ed for Lheir consideration: 

·"In view of our ofders to proceed to Vladivostok , in view of all that is known of 
SemenOff and his troops, the present sit :ation in its eJtirety, do we dean it nec
essary in order t o i nsure our safe return homa to accep t the offer of the Czecho
Slovaks or to d eel i ne it. " On this the assembled officers unanimously agreed to 
acoeptthe Csech o-slovak Offe r and to enter into an agreement wit; them as to our 
future mov ement s . This agreement was canmunicated ovi=tr the disps.tcher's telephone 
to Colonel Neme tz t hen at · :.5elenga about 4: 20 .A. M. Colonel 1-l'erietz was fully in
formed as to the stre.,gth of the 3emenoff garrison at 3eresovka. , Verkhne-Udinsk, 
and t he Park Barracks, was gua1·anteed:). s .:...fe entiy for all his eschelo:as into 
Beresovka and t hat the Russi :..n artil.:.er.1 would be held under guard of t:r.e ~une rictms 
s o that it co uld not be used against him. Furthe more, t i;e plan was aaopted that 
two Czech eschelons and the ~rmored train "Orlick" would reach Beresovka about 8 
or 9 .A.M. a.nd awuit the arrival of two other eschelons, t ::at ~he leacii.TJg e schelons 
would tl:en proceed to Verkhne-Udinsk and disann the snu:J.l garrison in tr.at city 
v.hile the two remaining esch elons with the Americans would disarm the garrison at 
Beresovka. '.these orders were transmitted by Colonel :leme tz to t he leading Czech 
eschalon Commander 7;ho was directed to consult with Colonel r.,orrow at 3eresovka 
vefore begin.1in6 opprati ons. i1he leauing Czech eschelon, under the com;:::~d of 
Major l. iddell, arrived at Beresovkt;. station about 9 A. :i. with the a:rmored trab 

"Orlickn. H t e cmn~ t. o i1e q·..m.rter.s of ~olone l :;.:or row, atlu trhen he reached 
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for the purpose of disarming the 8emenoff forces at t~..at place. He requested 
the assistance of the ,.merica.n Commander in this undertaking, poi.ating out that 
the Americ3.ns had been attacked b;; the forces of der:1enoff. The ,;.mericans ttem
selves were under orders to evacuate the cou:1try and must evacuate at the san:e 
time t ,_at the Czecho-Slovak evac;;.ati on took place. He req,rnsted Colonel trorrow 
further to guarantee to t e Czechs a free entry into Beresovka ~d Verkhne-Udinsk, 
so that t hey would not be fired on before sufficient eschelons ::ad been nassed there 
to enable them to successfully disa..m t he garrison at t ha t point . Colonel Morrow 
replied tba.t he would. give Colonel 1Iemetz a definite an .:,wer to nis proposition 
within a couple of hours. Orders were then issued b~· Colonel t:orrow co give the 
Czeoho-Slovaks free use of the dispatchers' circuit so that they might communicate 
with their eschelons. Colonel ~:- emetz was informed of this order. In t ii 0rneantime me& 
messages were r eceived conf irmilig the report r. ba.t an armored train then at Petro
vsq-Zavod t o t he east Of the American sector was preparing to 'come to v ~rkhne-Udinlk, 
after repeat ed warnings given to .i.taman Semenoff not to send rumored trains into 
the .Americ an sector. The sending of this armored train could mean but one t hing; 
that it was coming to make bat"Cle on the American forces. Furthe rmore, Semenoff had 
n ot answered any of t be telegram, sent him. He had 1260 men with artillery and 
machine guns under his c an,·,and at Verkhne -Udinsk and Beresovka, besides large forces 
at Chit a, and i n t i_e country um er his cont r·ol. \'/hat forces he might be na ssing 
agalns t the Ana r ica.n c ommand could only be surmised. Colonel Morrow .,.n:i Lieute :.1ant 
James then proceeded to t h e quart ers of :il;.,..j or General Myssura, conma.nding t he 
Semenoff garrison at Beresovka and asked him wr..a.t telegrams, if any, he had received 
from Ataman Seme no.ff. General Myssura 3xhibited to t : em the copies of t he telegrams 
he had sent to Atama.n Semenaff on tJte 10th and 11th, then informed them t J-Jat he ri 
had not r ecei ved any r!!)ly and f urthermore, t llat i t would have been very easy for 
SemenOff or his Chief of Staff t o have replied if t riey had des ired to do so, as the 
direot wire was at the wervic e of Semenoff a t any time and that he had received 
that da¥ a t e l egram from Semenoff r e lating to a trifling matter co.i:cerning cots for 
a. sohool. Col one l !Corrow ~nd. the Ad,iutant, Lieutenant James, then returned to the 

Headqua.rt er s of the r egiment . All of' the organ iza.t ion comna.nders were assembled 
and the full si t uati on lai ci before t h em and t :r1eir decision was requested as to what 
action the Com.-:1and should take in vi ew of the entire situation; the attack of the 
armored tra in, tr...e well•known hos ti lity of Sen:enoff ::i.nd his troops towards the 
Americans, the order und the necessity for the Ame ricans to im';l6diately evacuate, 
the foroi bl e di sanning Of Semanoff's men under the direct orders of General Ja.nin, 
the f 1rthe r facts of the telegrams s r:mt by the Com.rnanding Officer and the t elegrams 
sent bp General t.Kyssura to Ataman Samenof'f and his failure to reply to the same, 
also the movement of Semenoff 's annored tra ins tow~ds Verkhna-Udinks , an d further 
the original mission of the Americ an forces in Sib eria to assist the Czecho_r,Slovaks. 
The foll owing definit e propos iti on was submit ted for their consideration: 

rr."In view of' our ofders to proceed to Vladivostok, i n view of all that is lrnown of 
Semenof'f a.n:l his t r oops , the present s it .iation in its e ,1tirety , do we deooi it nec
essary in order to i nsure our safe return home to accept the o tter of the Czecho
slovaks or to decline it. " On this t he assembled officers unanimously agreed to 
aoceptthe Csecho-Slovak offer and to enter in~o an agreement witL them as to our 
f uture movements. This agreement was c anmunicated ov~r the disPD, tcher 's telephone 
to Colone l Nemetz then at ·selenga about 4:20 A.M. Colonel Nemetz was fully in
fo rmed as to the stre:1gth of the Semenoff garrison at Beresovka, Verkhne-Udinsk, 
and the Park Barracks, was guaranteed a sufe entiy for all hi s eschelons into 
Beresovka and that the :Russian artillery would be held unde r guard of the Americans 
so that it could not be used aga inst him. Furthe more , t he p lan was adopted that 
two Czech eschelons and the armo red tra in "Or lick" would :t-each Beresovka about 8 
or 9 1 .. M. and await the a rrival of two other eschelons, t lla.t the leadi.TJg eschelons 
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the l.!llerie~ns r...ad iJeen a.tta.ciced b;; tha f orces of .:3e.:::enoff. m e .,;.mric ans ti.em
selves were wner orders to e vacua te the country and must eva cuate at the sazm 
t i me t i.at the Czecho-Slovak evacuation took place. He requ ested Colonel Morrow 
further to gi.arantee to t e Czechs a free entry into Ber esovka and Verkhne-Udinsk, 
so that t hey would n ot be fired on b e fo re s ufficient eschelons :had been nns sed the r e 
to enable them to successtully di sa::.m the garrison at t hat point. Colonel Morrow 
replied that he would g ive Colonel Nemetz a definite an Gwer to his proposition 
wi thin a couple of hours . Orders were then issued by Col onel Morr ow to give the 
Czecho- Slovaks f ree use of the d i spatchers • circuit _so that they might communicate 
with their eschel ons . Colonel Nemetz was i nformed of this order . I n thsmea.ntirne me& 
me ssages were r ece ived conf irmi iig the r ep ort tlnt an armored train then a t Petro
vsq-Zavod t o the east Of the Ame rican sector was prepar ing to 'come t o V9l'khne -Udinfk, 
a f ter repea ted warnings given to .Ataman Semanof f not to send aimored t r ains into 
the Ame r ican sector. The s ending of this annored train could mean but one th i ng; 
that i t was c oming to make ba ttle on the American forces. Furthermore, Semeno:t"f had 
not a nswer ed axiy of the telegrans sent him. He md 1260 men with artille ry and 
machine gans und er hi s c an!'!'.and at Verkhne-Udinsk and Beresovka., beside s large f orces 
a t Chita, and in t he country um.er his control. What forces he might be na ssing 
agains t the .A.roo r ica n command could only be surmised. Colonel Morrow a.l1i Lieutana.nt 
J ames then proceeded to t he quarters 0£ ll1a,j or General Niyssura., c anrmnding the 
Semenoff garrison a t Beres ovka and asked him what telegrams , if m y, he had rec eived 
from Ataman Semenoff. Gener al Mys sura 3xhibited to t i.em the copies of the telegrams 
he had_ sent to Ata11Bn Semen af f on t lle 10th an d 11th, then informed them t t at he ri 
bad not r eceived any rE()ly and furthermore, t hat it would have been very easy for 
Semenoff or his Chief of Staff to h ave r eplied if tbey ha.d des ired to do so, as the 
direct wire was a t the wervice of Semenaff a t any time and tha t he had reoei ved 
that day a t elegram from Semenoff re lati ng to a trifling matter comeming cots for 
a school. Colone l !\':arrow and the Adjutant, Lieut enant J ame s, then r eturn ed to the 

Headquart ers of the regiment. All of th e orgunizat ion commander s wer e assembled 
and the full situati on l aici before t hem and t !'ieir dec i sion was r equested as to w:h.a.t 
action t he Conrnand should t a.lee in view of the entire situation; the attack of the 
armored tra in, t:t>..e well-known hos t ility of Seln:)noff a.nd his troops towards the 
1\mericans, the orde r ~ d the necessity for the A.wrican ::. to im'10diately evacuate, 
the forcibl e di sazming of Seimnoff's men under the direct orders of General Janin, 
the f 1rther facts of the telegrams s ent by the Com,!landing Officer c.nd tr:e telegrams 
sent bp Genera l Myssura to Ataman Semanoff and his failure to reply to the same, 
al s o the mov ement of Se-:: snoff' s a nnor ed trains tONards Verkhne-Udinks, and further 
t he origina l miss i on of the Arrerican forces in ;:jib :r ia to assist the Czecho~lovaks. 
The foll owi ng defi nite proposition was submit tad for their consideration: 

.·"In view of our ofders to proceed to Vladivostok, in view of all that is lmown of 
SemenOff a ni his troops, the present sit ution in its eit irety, do we dean it .1ec
es sa ry i n order to i nsure our safe return home to accept the offer of the Czec ho-
3lovaks or to decline it. " On this the assembled officers unanimously agreed to 
acceptth a Csecho-.Hovak Offe r and to enter iut.o an agreement wit· them as to our 
future movements. This agreement was c anmunicated ov~r t he dispc.tcher ' s telephone 
to Colone l :Nemetz then at · .::ielenga about 4: ZO .A.M. Colonel Herietz was fully in
formed as to the stre_,gth of the Semenoff garrison at Beresovka, Verkhne-Udinsk, 
and the Park Barracks, was gua1·anteed .:1 s :....fe ent:cy for all his eschelons into 
Beres ovka and t hat the :2ussi ::.n artil1er.r would be held under guard of t}:.e ~unericll.ns 
s o t hat it could not be used against him. Furthe more, t r~e plan was aaopted t hat 
two Cz ech eschelons and the armored train "Orlick" would :reach Beresovlca about 8 
or 9 A..1.1. and await the arrivc.J. of two other eschelons, t :.:at the lead.Lr:ig escbel ons 
would t hen proceed to Verkhne-Udinsk and disarm the smw.l garrison in tr.at city 
\\hile the two remaining esch elons with the .Americans would disarm the garrison at 
BeresOV'ka. '.i:hese orders were tran smitted by Colonel Jemetz to t }1e leading Czech 
eschelon Comnander who was directed to consult with Coionel 1.orrow at 3eresovka 
vefore begin.1ing op_!trati ons. 'i:he leau.i:ng Czech eschelon, under the com.:-.&.nd of 
Major ::·.iddell, a rrived at Beresov:ir..a station about 9 A.:i:.1. with the annored tra.in 

"Orlick"• H t e ct.mH to i"ie quarters o.f :.:olonel "':orrow, ar11.t when he reached 
-38-

The
  F

ils
on

  H
ist

ori
cal

  S
oc

iet
y



Colonel Morro.v •s quarters General r.tyssura, Comr.!!anding the Russii;.ll garrison,. being 
enti rely unawar e of v1hat was going to happen,. was paying a social visit. Colonel 
Morrow inte rviewed Maj or Riddell i n a side room. Ma.j or F.iddell desired at once to 
p l ace General I.:yssnra under .arrest but this Colonel Llorrow reft1sed to permit, stat
i n g that General Ttyssura. and nis Adjutants were g ,i.ests in his house and that he 
oould not and would not permit them to be arrest ed t here and thd.t he would guaran
tee tnat they would not c ommmicate in any way the plans or intentions of the Ar:1er
ica.ns and Czecho-Slovaks to n.e Russib.ll troops. At the s&r::e time Major Riddell was 
ordered by Colonel 11orrow to re!:lain in Beresov:r-:a. with his eschelons and the armored 
car until two other eohel ons had arrived, t :C;en to leave BP.resovlm and proceed to 
Velkhne--Ucli nsk, t ; n.t J-e would there be met by l..ie-J.tenan t Finney, 27th In::'antl"J, then 
in com'.nand Of tr.a 11il itaiy Police force consisting of 120 men and tt:a.t i,ieutenant 
Finney had been given the or der from B "resov£.a by Colonel ... orrow i.O begin the dis
arming a.t Verkhne-Udinks at the same ho-.u· the disanning ~ ook place at Beresovka. 
Major Riddel l said that he thoroug ly understood and woulci. c O!lply with the orders . 
These orders ware given t n rough an irterpreter. Lieuten.snt Finney bad previously 
been given orders to t :bis st.me effect and informed that upon the arrival of ~ or 
Riddell they would confer a nu. begin the disanning in Vc,rkhne-Udinsk when orders 
to do s o were received from Colonel ~ori-ow at 3eresovka. r:!a.,jor f.id.dell returned to 
his eohelon at ten minut es a~ter 10 o'clock and without waiting for orders or th e 
arrival Of the other echelons proceedec to Verkhne -Hdinsk, taking with him the 
a r mored train norlick", ther '• he was met by Lieutenant Finney, and there at once 
in spite -Of his instructions began the disanning of the small garris an at tbat 
place. This le ft t he station of Beresovka wi t hout a single Czech echelon in its 
yards and gave to the Russi/Jllsample tima and afforded them ev9ry facility for 

-COml!iWlioating the fact of the Czech intenti ons ;, o the v , ry much larger and much 
stronge r garri son at Beresovka. The 3rd and 4th echelons did not arrive at Bere
sovka until 3: zo. P.Y. In the meant-ime, Colone l Morrow c amnunicat ad the plans 
and intentions of tr..e Czeoho&Slovaks to General Jiwssura and µrged him to lay 
down his arms without fi ghting, thereby saving his garrison from certain destruction. 
General _fyssura replied that he desired to go to the J apanese Headquarters and 
consult with General Ogata. Coltlnel Morrow stated that he would accom any him 
there and did accompany General My ssura to General Oga.ta• s headquar ters. In the 
meant ime t he entire American command a t Beresovka was formed under arms in its 
garri son, which ley between the Japanese garrison 8lld the Russin g-arrison, Jrepared 
to t ruce itn.l!lediate action if such action proved necessary. The Russian garrison 
was not permitted to go near its artillery which lay on t he open ground near t he 
ra.ilr 021d station. The followb.g were present at he c an:te reno e which occurr ed at 
General Ogata's headquarters; General 1:yssura,. Siberian Army, Comnand:ing the 
Russi an garrison at Bere ~ovka; Ad j utant Ge nera l ~yssura; General Ogata, Imperi al 
Japanese .army; Chief of Staff to Ge.,eral Ogata; Colonel c. H. Morrow, Command ing 
u. s. Troops; ?irst Lieutenant J ohn James,. Adj ,tan t to Col onel Morrow. The confer
ence was opened by Colonel ' arrow with the statement of the plans and purposes of 
the Czecho-Slovaks, t h e staten:euli of their overwhelming force and t he ir intentions 
in r egard to Semenoff forces at :::eresovka t:lld V~rkhne -Udinsk, and the r easons as 
signed by the Czecho-Slvvaks for the disanning the Semenaf f forc es. General :r..trssura 
was t hen urged to turn over his arms to either the Japanese or Ame ric an Command.e r 
in rrder to prevent the des true ti on of his garrison and the unavoidable killing of 
wome.n and children which would occur in tlie conflict whie h would f ollow h is refusal 
to do so. General Ogata stated that he did not b el iave the circumstances warranted 
the disanni ng Of the Semenoff garr i sons; tha t there was not sufficient groonds for 
this di sarmament; but he advised General Myssura not to bring on a conflict if it 
could be avoided and t hat in the event of a conflict the J apanese forces agreed to 
remain neutral; t bat Ja_r, an would guarantee t o the Americans and the Czecho-Slovaks 
free and uninterrnpted transportation from Verkhne-Udinsk to Manch uria Station and 
would not permit the Semenoff forces to in anv wav int Al'f'Al'A wit: n t'h"' ,...,,._; A o ... A 
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could not and. would n o~ permit them to be arrested t here and tha.t he would guaran
tee tt.ai; they would not c onmunica.t e in any way the• plans or intentions of the Amer
icans and Czecho-Slovaks to t he Russi~ troops. At the same time Ma jor Riddell wa s 
ordered by Colonel Morrow to r emain in Baresovka wi th his esahel ons and the armored 
car until two other eahel om had arrived, then to leave Beresovka and proceed to 
Vera:hn&-Udinsk, t· at J:e woul d there b e me t by Lieutanan t Finney, 27th In!'antry, then 
in com-:1and of too Milit a :cy Police forc e consisting or 120 men and that Lieut enant 
Finney had been given the order fro m B-1resovka by Colone l ::orrow to b egin the dis
arming at Verkhne-Udinks at the same hour the di sanning took place a.t Beresovka . 
Uajor- Riddell said that he thor oug l y understood and would c anply with the orde rs. 
These orders were given through. an i nt erpr et er. Lieutenan t Finney had previ ously 
been given orders to t bis same effec~ and informed that upon the arrival of Maj or 
Riddell they would c on fe r and bef;i n the disanning in VA. rk1me-Udinsk when orders 
to do so were r ec e ived from Colonel Morrow a t Beresovka. Ii!ajor Riddell returned t o 
his echelon at. ten mi nutes after 10 o'clook and without waiting f o r orders or the 
a rrival of the other echelons proceedecl to Ve1·khne-lJdinsk, taking wi th him the 
armored trai n "Or lick", ther he was mEit by Lieutenant Finney, and there a t once 
in sp ite Of his instruct i ons began tbe disarming of the smal l garriscn at that 
place. This left t he stati on of Beresovka .w.i.t h out a single Czech echelon in it s 
yards and gave to the Rus s i ansample tirm and a fforded the.'Il every facility fo r 

. commtmioat ing the f a.ct or t h e Czech intentions t o the v ,,,ry l'IQ}h larger and much 
s tronger garrison at Beresovka. The 3rd and 4th echelons did not arrive a t Bere
sovka until 3: 30 · P.M. In the mes:ntime, Colonel Morr ow c amnunicat ed the plan s 
and intentions of t ba CzechoSSlovaks to General ~,ssura and µrged him to l ay 
do'Wll his arms wi thout fi ghting, t hereby saving his garrison from c e rtain destruction. 
Gener a l l'.qssura r eplied that he desir ed to go to the Japanese Headquarters and 
consult wi th General Ogata. Coll:lnel Morrow stat ed t hat he wo<lld accom any him 
t here and d id accompany Gene ral · !.[i1sstu-a. t o General Ogat a •s h eadquarters. In the 
meantine the entire American command a t Beresovka was formed under arms in its 
garris on, which 1~ between the Japanese garris on and the Russi n g'd.rrison, ir epa.red 
to t ake i mmediat e action if such action proved necessary . The Russian garrison 

· was not permitted t o go near its artillery which lay on the open ground. near the 
railr oaid sta tion. The follow ing wer e present at the canf'erence vn1ich occurred at 
General Ogata ' s headquar ters; General Myssura, Siberian Army, Conmanding the 
Russian garrison a t Beres ovka ; Adjutant General 1:yssura; Gener:-..J. Ogat a , I mperial 
J apanese Army; Chief of Staf f to General Ogata; Colonel c. H. Ifi:orrow, Commanding 
u. s. Troops ; First Lieutenant John J ames, Ad,i 1tanc to Colonel },!orrow. The confer
ence was open ed by Col on e l Mor row wi th th e statement of the plans and purposes of 
the Czeeh o-Slovaks, t h e statement 0£ t heir overwhelming force and their intentions 
in r egar d t o S0l!lenoff forces at Beresovka :.:..nd V~rkhne-Udinsk, and the reasons as
s igned by the Czecho-slvvaks for the dis a nning the Ser:1enof f forces. General lfyssura 
was then u rged to turn over his arms to either the Japanese or American Commander 
in o:? .. der t o prevent the des true ti on of his garrison and the unavo ~dable killing of 
women and children which would occur in the conflict which would foll cw his refusal 
to do so. General Ogata stat ad th at he did not believe the circumstunces warranted 
the disarming of the ,:j eme noff garrisons; t:;a t t.iiere was not sufficient grounds for 
this disarmament; but he a dvi sed Geueral Uyssura not to bring on a conflict if it 
could be avoided and that i n the event of a conflict r. he Japanese forces agreed to 
remain ne...i.t ra.l; that J ar an wouLi guarantee to the Americans and the Czecho-Slovaks 
free and uninterrupted transportation from Verkhne-Udinsk to Maachuria Station and 
would not permit t he Semenoff forces to in any way interfere with the rapid und 
successful evacuation, but that he thought that the Sermnoff forces should not be 
disarmed by any one as they were necessary in order to protect the country. General 
11yssura stated that he was not authorized, without permission fron Chit a, to sur
render tLe garrison r.nd requested Colonel tlorrow oo urge the Czechs to continue 
their movement to the east, because a t V-3rklme-Udinsk they had been the first to 
use force; and tr.at he be permitted to go to Verkhne -Udinsk and get on the direct 

telegraph Wi. th .A.ta.man 3emenoff .a.t Chi ta. In the meant il!l8 Colonel Morrow had 
40 
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receive d a message that tiia telegraph stations as well as the head.quarters of 
Gene ral Levitsky had been taken over by t:ii.e Czecho~slovaks. General reyssura 
was informed of this tact by Colone l Morrow and told that i f he attempted t o 
go to the telegraph s tation he wou l d surely be arrested by the Cz echo""Slovaks 
an d that he c oul d not even leave the garrison a.t Beresovka. without being ar
res.ted by t h8 . Oz echo- Sl ovaks. Colonel Morrow al so having r ec eived a message 
t hat the armor ed t rai n was c oming from Pe trovsky-Zavod, i nformed Gener a l 
Myssura o'! this fact. General I!flys sura rep l i e d t hs.t if an armored train was c om
i ng, it was coming to kill Bol sheviks and had no h ostile intentions t oward the 
Ame rioans. General Ogata urged Colonel .Morrow to r equest the Czecho- Slovaks no t 
to disann the Russian garrison, stati ng t:r.iat Colonel Hor row could force the 
C.zecho-Slovak: s to obey his orders. Colonel Morr ow rEp l ied that i t was now too 
l a t e, t ha t the Czecho-Slovaks were under the orders of General Junin and not 
under his orders and that he would not mak e any such proposds t o t he Czech 
forces . General Ogata was then asked the direct questi on: In t he event of 
fighting between the Ozecho-Sihovaks and Americans togethe r against Semen off ' s 
troops , wbat a c t ion will the Japan ese tak e?" . To wh ich General Ogata repl ied: 
"!will r emain neutral, but I do not desir e it; I would l ike fo r this natter to 
be settled p aa.oe:tully. General :Teyssura. wa s asked what he would d o in ca~e of 
an a.:med conflict. All he r ep lied was: " 1 can only say t h at this t~es place 
in Colonel Morrow ' s sector." General Myssura' s a tt itu de throughout was that 
of one deli beratel y wai ti~ for his troops to be disanned vhile he was not 
present, in or d er to fumish a lame e xeuse that he himself did not surrender 
his troops to any one . At no time did he reque st pe rmissi on -co b-o to his t r oops 
or in aey w2.y a tt empt or show the slightest d esire t o go t o t hem and org&.nize tr,em 
for r esist ance , al though he was continually bei~ informed by Col onsl Irlorro.v as 
to what was tak i ng plaee in the garrison at Verkhne -Udinsk . At 5 o'cl ock the 
Czecho-Sl ovaks came off their cars , took over the artillery :from t heRus sL n g;1ard 
and comple tely disar med t he Russ i m::i. garrison without .s. s ingle shot being fired . 
Colonel M rr ow of fered General Myssura prot ec tion for h i sel f and h is f amily 
in his house. This Geaeral .Mys sura. declin ed. and remained with Gener a l Ogat a. 
By 5 P.M. the d i sarming of a ll t roop s a t Ver.n:hne -Udinsk a-ri d t he P.::..rk Barracks had 
been also accompli shad. Two hand grenades were th r o.vn i n t o the Pa.rk Barr acks 
by the Czeoho-Sl ovak:s which was suffici en t t o c aus e th e Mong-o lia ns st a t i oned there 
to i mme diately s urreniier t heir arms. No casualit ies on e ither side were rE:q:> orted 
an d there were none . About 8 P . M. Colonel Mor row and the Adjutant, Lieutenant 
J ames , call ed on Colonel N'emetz, who had a rrived at Beresovka. General Nemetz 
info:nned t hem t hat be had received a telegram from General Janin that t he Czecho
Slovak: disarming Of t te Semenoff troops would ceas e a t Verkhne-Udinsk and that he 
would awai t the arrival of G9ner.';.l J a.'lin with his echelons a t t hat place . On J a n
uary 14th, Colonel 1'Temetz•s Adjutant called on Co_l onel Morrow a21d inf or n:a d him 
that he had r ecei ved a. t elegrum from General Junin directing t hat all the ar ms, 
·ar~ed trai ns , etc . , t aken by t h~ Czecho-Slova:%:s f rom Irkutsk to Verkhne-Udins, 
inclus ive, be t urne d baM to the Russi ~.n authoriti es and st at ing t hat the follow
ing agreement had been en t•red into b etween the Oz ech o-Slovaks and the Japanese: 
( l) . 'i'hat l he Japanese forces would Oppos e by force of arms an y f'u,rth er disa.rmi13:g 
ot the Semenoff forces east of v ~rklu1e- Udi nsk, an d t hat t he J ap.anese Army was c on
centra ting for tbe :purpose . (2} That the Japa nese guarant eed, on t he h onoe of 
Japan, a safe and rap id evac uation of the Czecho- Slav ak and .American for ces 
between Veikhne-Udinsk and l"ianuchria St a tion. (3 } And fur ther guar anted that such 
evacuati on would not . be del ayed nor meet wi th any oppos ition from the forces of 
At aman S emeno:ff; and i f it wa s necessary, in order to secure su oh unint e: rrupt ed 
p;i.ssage, t ha t th - forces of ·J apan would t a.lee up a rms agains t the :forces of .At aman 
Semenoff . Fur t her, t hat General Jan.in was expected t o arr ive on t he following 
~ and woul d confirm these orders and agreements. On t he f ollowi ng day Colonel 
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go to ~he telsgraph station he would surely be arrested by t he Czecho'"Slovaks 
and that he could not even leave t he garrison a t Berasovka without being ar
rested. b;y the Czecho-Slovaks. Colonel Morr0i"1 also having received a message 
that the armored train was coming f'rom Petrovsky-ZavOd, informed General 
.Myssu.ra of this fact. General Myssura replied that if an annored train was c om
ing, it was coming to kill Bolsheviks and had no hostile intentions t oward t he 
Americans. General Ogata urged Colonel Morrow to request the Czecho-Slovaks not 
to di sa:nn the Russian garri s on, stati ng t bat Colonel Morrow could force t he 
Czecho-Slovaks to obey his order s . Colonel :Morr ow r Eplied t hat it was now too 
late, that the Czecho-Slovaks were under the orders o:f General Janin and not 
under his orders and t hat he would not rm.ke any such proposa ls to the Czech 
forc es. General Ogat a was then asked the direct question: In the event of 
fight ing between t he Ozecho•Sihovaks and Americans togethe r agains t Semen off ' s 
troops , wmt acti on will the J apan ese take?". To 'Wh ich General Ogata replied: 
"I will re'."':ain neutra l• but I do not d es:ire it; I would like for t his nat ter to 
be settled p eace:fully . General Myss':lr a was asked what he would do in cace · of 
an a nned conflict • . All he r ep lied was : "I can only say t h at this takes place 
in Colonel llorrow ' s sec tor." Gen eral Myssura•s a ttitude throughout was that 
of one deliberatel y wa iti~ fo r h is troops to be disanne d m ile he was not 
pr esen t, in order to furnish a l ame exeuse that he himself did n ot surrender 
his troops to any one . At no time did he r equest permissi on t o go to his troops 
or in any w.:,.y attempt or show the slightest desire to go to them and organize t hem 
for r esistance, al t hough he was c ontinually bein~ informed by Colonel Mor r ow as 
to what was tak iri.g place in the garr ison at Verkhne -Udinsk. At 5 o•cl ock the 
Czeo ho- 3lovaks came o ff their cars , took over the artillery from theRussi , n ~iard 
and completely disar med the Russ inn garri son without a sing l e shot being fired. 
Colonel ;.. rrow of fe red General Mys sura pr otecti on for h i self and his f amily 
in his house. This General Mys s ura declined and remained with General Ogat a. 
By 5 P. M. the d isarming of all troops o.t Vertrhne-Udinsk and the P.::.:rk Barr acks had 
been also accomplished. Two hand grenades were thrown into the Park Barracks 
by the Czecho-Sloraks which was suffici en t t o caus e the Mongolians stationed there 
to i nm~Hliately s u rrender t he i r arms. No casualit ies on e ither side were reported 
and t here were none . About 8 P. M. Colonel Mor r ow an d t h e Adjut ant, Lieutenant 
J a'lles, call ed on Colonel Nemet z , wh o ha.d arrived a t Beresovka. Gener-.J. Nemetz 
info:nned t hem t hat he had r eoei ved a t elegram from General Janin tha t the Czecho
Slovak disa rming of tbs Semenoff troops would ceas e at Verkhne-Udinsk and tna.t he 
would awai t t he arrival of General Janin with his echelons a t t hat place. On Jan
uary 14th, Colonel Nemetz•s Adjutant called on Co.lonel 1lorrow Dn d inforimd him 
that he had received. a telegrom f rom Geuerdl Ja.nin directi ng that all the arms, 
armored trains, ate., t aken by the Czecho- Slovaks from Irkutsk to Verkhne-Udins, 
inclusive, be turne d b a ck t o the Russi~ author ities and st ating tria.t the follow
ing agreement ha d been entered into between the Oz echo-Slovaks and the Japanese: 
(l) . That the J apanese forc es would oppos e by fo1\ce Of arms any furtJ- er disa.:nni~g 
of the Semenoff forces eas t of Verkhne-Udinsk, anu ti at ti·_e Japci,nese Anny was con
c entrating for t he purpose. (2 ) Tha t t he J ap::.:.nese guaranteed, on the honoe of 
Japan , a safe and r ap id evacuation of Lhe Czecho-Slovak and .-.merican forces 
be t ween Verkhne-Udinsk and Manuchria S t~ti on. ( 3) And further g..mrant ed that such 
evacuation wou ld not be dela¥eci n or meet with any oppo:ii ti on from the forces of 
A.t a.man Semenoff; and if it was necessa.:ry, in order to secure such u.?J.int e~ rrupt ed 
pa s sage, that th forces of ·Japon 'W'O uld take up arms against th~ forces of ataman 
Semenoff . Fur ther, that Ge neral Jan in was expected to arrive on the following 
dey and would confirm these or ders und agreements. On the following day Colonel 
Nemet z called on Colonel .Jorrow .. aci an arra'lgernent was made lookLig i:1to the future 
and the possibility of e::.,countering opposition from Serrenoff's forces while the 
evacuating echelons were passing through his country. .ill i .. msric.:..n echelons were 
instructed to cooper~te with the Czechs and the Czechs to cooperate in all emer
gencies with the Americans. Colonel Jack, Chief of ,:j tuff of the 1st Division , 
Czecho-3lovak J.r!!W, called the following day L:.nd the underst.::.noing was thi,ough 
him camnunicated to all forces. Gr;.1er-al Janin arrived at :S '"resovka the night of 
J...n 
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Of January 15th and Colonel Uorrow an<i the Regimental Adjutant, Lieutenant Jcmes, 
oalled on General Janin in his car where he fully confirmed the above mer1tioned 
telegran and agreements. General Janin expressed himself a.s highly gratified at 
the acti ons Of t he blllerican forces at Beresovka in rendering assistance to, and 
c ooperating wit h, t he Czecho-S lovaks. He further gave to Colon~l Uorrow u copy 
of t he foll owi ng telegram addressed to him from Chit a: 

"Chi ta, Decer.1bar 19th', 1919. Telegram 115. For Genercl Ja:>. in. 
From Ve:ra:hne-Ua insk to Ma.nc:~uria wid Stretensk to all 11ilitary Con
tolle rs, Chief Opera.tors, Head ..;;en_ of crews and Station Masters. 
In a ddition to my t el egram number 1105, of December 17th, 1919, the 
conversati on of Czecho-Slovak Command by order of Con:mander Of troops 
extends also tb. the .America n Command. 1:eleroff." 

20. On Jauuary 17th, General Jan in an ci. Colonel Icorrow, accompanite by their 
immedi ate staff ct> ficers and interpreters, called on 'i"enera.l Ogata and fUlly inform-1d 
him of the- barbarities, murders and bl!lrnings c anmit t ed by the cotnmaua of General Lev
it sky; al so of the horrible at r ociti e s , m a-de rs, rapes, etc., c omni tted by General 
Bogomoletz, who commanded the ann ored t r&in "Destroyer", wh ich had been captured by 
the ~rican forces a t Pos olska.ya. The evidence , tak sn f r om the crew of the "De
stroyer", was read to Ge: eral Ogat a; t he evidence o£ the burned ru1d ruined villages 
south Of Verkhne -Udinsk was also read to Gen eral Ogata; t he whipping and killing of 
;railroa d employees by the Semenoff armored trains ware fully s et forth and Ge ,eral 
Oga ta. was requested to a sk General Suzuki, the Divisi onal Comma mer of the. Japanese 
forces , then sta ti oued a t Chit a, to come to Verkhne-Udinsk so t hat a conference 
might be held between General Suzuki and General Janin, General Ogata and Colonel 
Morrow. This in or der tm t the barbarities of Semenoff''s armored trains might be 
stopped and t hat the co l umn of General .Levit sky, t hen opera ting i n the so,J.th, be 
r eca lled, thus savin,.., the lives of many hundreds Of Russi an men, w anen an ..,_ children. 
General Oga t a a greed am telegraphed to General Suzuki wh o r eplied t L:.i. t he wculd come 
from Chit a to Ve; khne-Ud.insk a t the ea rl i est possible -da te. General Suzuid arrived 
a t Beresovka on Janua:cy 24th and at 2 P.M. had a. confe r enc e with Gene ral Jan in. 
At 5 P.M. Colonel Morr™' was invi ted to meet General Suzuki a t the Japanese Eead-
qu t e rs for a c on:f'erence and later for a dinner at which General J anin ould be 
present . Record of this conference follows : 

"Report of a conference held at the J ap a nese Headquart e rs at Beresov::-~a, J i ber ia, 
beginning at 5:30 P • .M. , January 24, 192JJ . 

PRESE..-,T 

Gener a l Suzuki, I . J.A., J apanese Division Commander at Chita , 
Siberia, with his staff officers, 

General Ogata, I.J. A., Japanese Br igade Commander, Be r e sovka, 
Siberia, with staff officers. 

Colonel c. H. !.:or row, 27th Infant ry, Commander, u.s. Troops , 
Zai-Baikal sector (Verkhne-Udinsk inc l. 

to Mysovaya incl.) 
ls t . Lieutenant John James, 27th Infant ry, 
.Mr. SHverman, :Russian interpreter fo.r Colonel Morrow. 
J apanese, English Interpreter f or General Suzuki . 

Colonel r.::orrow: I would like t o sp eak to General Suzuki about the si tua.ti on 
in this town ani t he neighboring vil lage. The acti ons of GeaerQl Levi tsky , Comrauder 
o£ the oemenoff Burita-Mongolian Brigade here , have been v9ry bad. He bas killed 
many people mower not Bolsheviks. He and his t~ops have murdered t:r..em. He 
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cooperating with, the Czecho-Slovaks. Re further gav e to Colonel Mo1·row a copy 
or tbe following telegram addressed to him from Chit a: 

"Chi ta, December 19th', 1919. Telegram 11_5. For General Jm in. 
From Ve:rkhne- Uuinsk to Manchuria and Stretensk to a.U talita.ry Con
t olle rs, Chief Opera.tors, Head ¼en of · crews and Station Masters. 
In addition to my telegram number 1105, of December 17th, 1919, the 
conversation of Czecho-Slovak Command by order of Comnander of troops 
exte11ds also ta the American Command. 11eleroff.'' 

20. On J anuary 17th, General Janin an d Colonel Morrow, acoompanite by their 
i mmediate staff ct ficers and interpreters, called on General Ogat a and fully inf0rm::id 
him of the barbarities, murders and burnings c amnit tad by the coTnmand of General Lev• 
it slcy; al so of the horrible atroci ties, murders, . rapes, etc., CO!mlitted by General 
Bogomoletz, who ·comman ded the a nnored train "Destroyer", which had been c aptured by 
the American forces at Posolskaya. The evidence, tak911 from the crew of the "De• 
stroyer'', was read to Ge :eral Ogata; the evidence of the burned an d ruined villages 
south of V erkhne-Ud1nsk was also read t o General Ogata; the whippiug and k illing of 
railroad employees by the Semenoff armored trains ware fully set forth a nd Ge:,e r al 
Oga t a was requested to ask Ge.ieral Suzuki, the Divis ional Commarder of the J apanese 
foroes, then stationed a t Chi t a, to come to Verkhne-Udinsk so that a conference 
might be held between General Suzuki and. General Janin, General Ogata and Colone l 
Morrow. This in or der that t 1:e barbarities of Semenof:f''s armored trains might be 
stopped and that the column of General Levit sky, t }1en opera.ting in the south, be 
recalled, thus savit4.; the lives of many hundreds of Russi an men, wcrnen an c.i. children. 
General Ogata a greed and telegraphed to General SUzuki wh o replied that he wruld come 
from Chit a. to Ve1khne -Udinsk a t the earl ies t possi ble · date. Gener a l Suzuid a rrived 
at Beresovka on Janra ry 24th and at 2 P.M. had a confe r ence wi th General Jan in. 
At 5 P. M. Colonel Morrow was invited to meet General Suzuki at t he J apanese Head-
qu tars for a c o-ai'erence an d later for a di nner at which General Ja nin would be 
p esent . Reco rd of this conference follows : 

"Report of a confe renc e held. a t t he Japf.nese Eeadqua.rters at Beresov:-:a, di beria, 
beginning a t 5 : 30 P. M., Janua ry 24, 192D. 

PRESENT 

Ge11eral Suzuki, I.J • .,i.., Japanese Division Commander at Chita, 
Siberia_, wi th his staff officers, 

General Ogata, I.J.A., J apane s e Brigade Commander, Beresovka, 
Siberia , wi th staff of ficers . 

Colo:101 c. H. I.:or row, 27th I nfantry, Commander, U • .-3 .. '.!.'ro ops, 
Zai-Baikal s ector (Verkhne -Udinsk incl. 

t o 11ysovaya incl .) 
1st. Lieutenant J ohn Jmnes, 27th Infantry, 
:.Ir. Silverman, ?.uss ian interpreter fo;r Colonel :t1orrow. 
Japanes e , .English Int e i:pre t er for Ge;1eral Suzuki. 

Colonel Lorrow: I would like to speak to Ge::::eral Suzuki a.bout the situation 
in this town and. the neighboring village. 'lhe actions of Ge:ie ra.l l.evitsky, Comrander 
of the Jemenoff Buri ta-Mongolian Brigade here, have been v ~ry bad. He has kill ed. 
many people \·.no wer not Bolsheviks. He and his troops have murdered tr.em. He 
has tortured t i,an, tortured wome:1 and children, cut off th eir hands, bJ.rncd them 
to death. Non Gener;;i.l Levit sky is dead, killed by his own troops. :.(he people who 
live in the villages t o the south of her3 are good peOple and. have sane to me their 
delegates asking me t.o save their lives. They have told me t1,at they will not in
terfere with the railroad ana. Lc.t they will not fight troops of Jc.p .... n unless the 
Japanese send. troops a.gains t ttem. Ge,1ercl, I believe that this is -true, these 

delegates were old men. l have the proofs of these murders and robberies that have 
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been committed. The troops on the SemenOff armored t r ain. which the .~mericans 
captured, kil led at least 55 people between Chita anci. Verkhne-Udinsk on their 
last t rip , r obbed them of their clothing and money, raped women and killed two 
women. Theyarrested the assist ant station master, V~rkhne-Udinsk, and piliaged 
his house, and General Bogomoletz, after having robbed him, was going to kill him. 
I went aboard the annored train and rmde him release this r:.an. ..;.fter the armored 
tra in was c ap tured I founii. the property taken from the assLtant station master 
in the a rmored train and in the hams of t e man of the armored train. The whole 
world will be schocked when they hear Of the horrible c . ims committed by this 
a r mored train. l have proofs showing that the officers and imn of t 1-.e armored 
train are murders and robbers. I know tr.at already over 50 of the railroad r.'.1en 
have left Ve r kime-Udinsk and ma.cw others are pre a.ring to leave as soon as I leave 
with my soldiers. They are afrai d tl::lat the Japanese will permit the troops of 
Semenoff to wh ip them, rob them a :o.d murder the~ I rave never permitted. since I 
first came _here, Semenoff' s officers to arrest or whip the railroad men or to kill 
them. To do t his I have frequent ly been on the point of fighting the troops of 
Semeaoff, but the r a ilroad from Verkhne-Jdinsk to Mysovaya. bas not once been broken 
or interrupted and has never been attacked by the pe Ople of the country. I request 
th(..) General, as he has protected the Bemenoff officers f.ind roon and preve ,tad the 
Czeoho-Slovaks from di sanning .them, that he ( GenerLil s.) now prevent 0emenoff ' s 
troops from a rres ting, whipping and killing t he railroad men. If Ser::enoff 's officers 

· are permitted to do this, railroad traff ic a t Verkhne-Udinsk will stop as all th.:, rail 
road men will run away . If the 1-iongolian troops are sent out to k ill the people 
in the vil lages near the railroad, these people wi ll destroy the railroad. Japan 
having protected Se1?1enoff and his officers, t he world will blaim Japan. I have 
sp oken this truth to the General for the good of Japa n for t he gocxl of F..ussia mid 
out Of rey :friendship for Japan. 

General Sum ki : I thank you very much for your kind information. W'.nen 
the Anerican troops were guarding the r ail roa d a t Verkhne -Udinsk, r a ilroad traffic was 
excellent ~nd I intend to guard the r ailroad and its empl oyees in t he same manner as 
you have done it. ln case of miscondu .. :t by Semenoff troops I will not excuse it. 
Thar a re c ertain defects in the government of A.ta'Ilan Semenoff and. he is going to 
try to r eme<zy these defects in the f uture. You ment i oned t hat ,Japan protects the 
tro-pps Of SemenOff', we do not protect them when they do wr ong. We cooperate with 
them when their purpose coincides with our own . If' th e disarming Of the t ro ops 
of Sen:enOff by the Ozecho- Slovak troops had been p ermit tad, I f ear that the-ir t rans -
poxt would have been seriously i nterferred wi th, so I mediat~d bet ween them. I hear 
t :tn t the American troops are going to evacuate very soon anl we will d o e verything 
we c an to help them as we have helped t e Czeoho-Sl ovaks. As the edteat ion of' 
SemenOf'f troops is not good I fear tmcy regretable incident s have oocurred. The 
Bolsheviks also robbed a.ni murdered, but J. believe that in the int erests of humai ity 
it must be stopped. 

Colonel Morrow: I wish to tell ycu sam things ab out the p eople in the 
countzy here, t here was always peace here until Gener'-'-1 Levitsky a rrived. He 
nade the t roubl·; by going into these villages with his troops. All these people 
want is to be left aloI1e c..nci to ta.ce care of t Leir homes and :families, they are 
not Bolsheviks. Perhaps the t wo officers of Ge.,eral Ogata who visited 3obkina have 
told the Gene ral what they have seen. I sent an officer to anot ne r v:!.llage who found 
even worse cond.i tions. The Officers of Semano£f cannot be trusted, they cannot 
govern, t:1ey can only kill and r ob ; t hey have no sense . The officers and man on the 
b1·onevik "Destroyer" have been turned over to General 11ys sura. The a.nnored train 
will go back to the Russh.ns as s oon as 1 leave. 
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his hcr-..:se, and General Bogomoletz, a.ft9r r...aving robbed him, was going to k ill him. 
I went aboard the annored train and ma.de him release this man. After the armored 
train was captured l found the property taken from the assistant stati.on master 
in the a.nnored train and in the hams of t .· e men of the armored train. The whole 
world will be schocked when they hear of the horrible c : i rra s committed by this 
armored train. I have proofs showi?lg tha t the of fic ers and mm of t he armored 
train are murders a nd robbe:rs. I know that alreaey over 50 of the r a ilroad men 
have left Verkhne-Udi nsk and ma~ others a re prei a.ri ng to leave a s soon a s I leave 
with my soldiers. Thay a re a fraid t hat the J$_Panese will permit the troops ot 
SemenOff to whip them, rob th em a nd murder them, I have never per mi t ted, sinc e l 
first came _hare, Semenoff's otticer s to a rrest or · whip the ra ilroad men or to kill 
them. To do t his I have frequently been on t he point or fighting the t r oops Of 
SemenOff, but the r a ilroad from Ver khne-Udinsk to Mysovaya. has not once been broken 
or interrupt ed and has never been attacked by the pe ople of the country. l reque st 
th"i General, as ha has pr ot ec t ed the Semenoff officer s a:nd rm n and preve .1ted the 
Czeoho-Slovaks f rom di saming :them, that he ( Gene ral s.) n o.v prevent SemenOf f 's 
troops from a r r es ting, whipping and k illing the railroad men. I f Semen of f's officers 
are p ermi tted to do this, railroad traffic a.t Verklme -Udinsk will stop as a ll the r ail 

. road men wil l run awuy . If t he 1i:ongolian t roops are sent out to kill the people 
in the villages n ear the railroad, these people wi l l d estroy the r a ilroad. Japan 
having p rot eo t ed Senenof'f and hi s officers, the world will blarne J apan. I have 
sp oken this t ruth to the General for the good of J apan :for t he gooi of Russia .:.uid 
ou.t Of my friendship for J apan . 

Gener-cil Sumki: I t hank you. very much for your k i nd i nformation. When 
t he Ame rican troops were guarding the r a ilroad a t Verkhne - Uciinsk, r a ilroad t raffic was 
excel l ent c.:.nd I i ntend to guard the r a ilroa d wi. d its employe es in t he same manner as 
y ou have done it. In case of misconduc t by Semenoff tr oops I will not excuse i t . 
The r are c ertain defect s in t h e government of .d.t a.'fian Semenoff ana. he is going to 
try t o ramed¥ these defec t s in the f uture. You menti one d that J apon prot ects the 
tro-ops Of Semenoff, we do not prot ect t hem when they do wrong. We cooperate with 
them when their purpose coincides with our own. If t he disarming of the troops 
of' Semenai'.f by the C.zecho-Slovak troops bad been permit t ed, I fear that their trans -
p oi-t; would have bean seriousl y i nt er ferred wi t h , so I m':¼d i at 3d between th em. I hear 
tha t the .Ame r ic an tro ops a.re going to evacua te veriJ soon a rd we will do everything 
we oan to h elp them as we have h e lped k e Czeoho-s1 , vaks . As the ed 1.cation of 
Semen. of f troops i s not good I fear ma.ey rl}gretable i nc i dents have occurred. ·rhe 
Bolshev iks also robb ed au.I murdered , but .1. belie ve tr.1at in t he interests of h:.unru i ty 
it mus t be stopped. 

Colonel Liorrow: I wish to tell you sClD3 things about tr.ie people in the 
count:ry here, there was always peace here u~til Gener~l Levitsky arrived. He 
rra.de the troub l ·, by going into these villages with his troops. All these people 
w-.ant is to be left a lone c.nd t o ta.lee care of t Leir homes ~nd famil i es, they c.re 
not Bolsheviks. Perha1) s tho:¼ two officers of Ge.,eral Ogata who visited 3obkina have 
t old the Gener.:c:.l what they have seen. l sent an officer to wiot i~er v' llage who found 
even wor se oondi tions. '11:he officer .. of Semenoff cannot be tr...1Sted, they cannot 
go vern, t hey oan onl y kill a.11d rob; they have no sense. the officers al'l.l mm on the 
bi oneVi k 11Des t royer 1

' have been t ur-.aed over ;:;o '.}enerw. 1.:yssura. fhe armored train 
will go b ack to the Rus si :..ns as soon as I leave. 

General Suzuki: I think that when the annored t:irain goes east it will not 
again :return to the west. 

Colon.:;u 1..'.ori·ow: General Bogomo1.etx admits tr..at his troops fired first on 
my troops at Posolskeya. 
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Ge~ieral Suzuki: I fear t here must have been s crne misunderstanding. 

Colonel :Morrow: I sh::a.11 tel 1 you what General Bogomo.i. etz says (General 
Janin and his Chief of Staff arrive at 6:16 P. M. ) Col onsl :~orrow then continued: 
General Bogomoletz says that a Imohine gunner on the bronevi k accident ly fi r ed his 
ma.chine gun towards the cars of the Ar:ierican detachment which were alongside the 
bronevik. 

Recorder: Due to the arrival of Ge11er~~l Janin and his Chief of Staff the 
conf erem e have ended. 

JOHX JAI.!~ , 
1st. Lieut . , Adjutant, 27th lnfantry. 

21 • Recorder. 

On J anua ry 23rd . , General Ja.nin was pleased to dee orate the following .~me ric ans 
with the Croix de ijuerre 

Colonel Caarles H. Morrow, 27th u. s. Infantry, 
Cap tain 'Jilliam Waite, 2fth u . s. Infantry, 
Captain Vernon L. Hash, 27th u. s . lnfarli ry , 
1st. Lieutenant John James~ Adjut ant, 27th Infantry, 
1st. ~ieutena.nt w1i11am c. Coogan, Per sonnel Adjutant, 

27th U.S. Infart ry, 
2nd .Lieutena.>1t Paul w. Kendall, 27th u. s. Infantry , 
Sergean t Carl Robbins , Co. nM', 27th u . s . Infantry {deceased) 
Private John L. Montgomery , Co. "M'! 27th Infantry (deceased. 

and -with th e Fr enah War Medal, Gold: 

1st. Lieutenant Harr:.· Killpack, 27th u.s.Infant ry. 

d and with the Fre110h \7ar Kedal, Silver: 

1st. Lieu tenant M.R. Finney, 27th u.s.Infantry. 
1s t. Lieutenant Vlalter Byrns, 27th U.S.Infantry. 

and with the F.re110h War Medal, Br onze: 

Regimental Sergeant- Maj or James F.Cooper, 27th u.s. Fa..~try 
Regimental Supply Sergean t Leon Ga,ylord, 27th U.S. Infantry 
Sergeant Herman Malchow, c o. ''M". ·27th u.s.Infantry 
Sergeant .Peter c. ?.:att heww, Co. "!!" 27th u.s. Infantry 
Private Ho~r D. :' onmie, Co . "M" 27th U.S. Infant ry. 

and ]!.ajor Don s. Col by, Russian Railway Service Corps, on duty with the 
27th u.s. Infartr;. , with a French War "'-edal, Gold. 

22. On Janua ry 13 th, due to all of the preceding events in the American 
sector and westward, and to the uncertainty existing in the minds of the railroad 
employees east Of Verkhne-Udinsk, the r a.1lroad traffic came practically to a 
standstill, while t 11e yards at Vexkhne-Udinsk and Beresovka were fill ed. with 
Czecho- Slovak echelons. In order to clea r up the railroad situation and t o continue 
the movement of the Ozecho-Slovaks to the east, as well as to expe dite the .Ameri can 
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"'olonel ?:n-row: ~ sh:..11 tell you what Gen-3ral Bog<>r:loi etz says (General. 
Janin and his Chief of Staff a rrive a t 6:16 P.M.) Colonel Morrow then continued: 
3-enera.l Bogomoletz says t hat a machine gunner on the bronevik accidently fired his 
mchine gun towards t he cars of the American detachment which were alongside the 
bronevik. 

Recorder : Due to the arrival of General Janin and his Chief of Staff the 
conferero e have ended. 

JOHN J.AME3, · 
1st. Li eut., Adjutant, 27th Infantry. 

21.. Recorder. 

On J anuary 23rd~ , General. Janin was pleased to decorate the foll owing Ame r ic ans 
with the Croix de R,uerre 

Colonel Caarles H. Morr ow, 27th u. s. Infantry, 
Cap tai n \'li lliam Waite, 2,th u. S. Infantry, 
Cap t a in Vernon L. Hash , 27th U. S. Inf alt ry, 
1st . Lieutenant J ohn James, .Adjutant, 27th Infantry, 
1st. ~i eutenant Wi lliam c. Coogan, Perso nnel Adjutan t, 

2 7th U. S. I nfar.try, 
2nd Lieutenan t Paul w. Kendall , 27th U.S. Infant ry, 
Ser geant Carl Robbins, Co . "M" 27th U.S. Infantry {deceased ) 
Private John L. Mont gomer.:1 , Co. r1M'! 27th Infantry (deceased. 

and -with the French War l1edal, Gol d: 

1s t. Lieutenant Harr:; Killpack, 27th u . s.Infantry. 

d and with the French i7ar Medal, Silver: 

1st. Lieutenan t ::.R. i<'inney, 27th u . s .Infantry. 
1st. Lieutenant Wal ter Byrns , 27th U.S.Infant r-.,r. 

an d with the Fre11oh War Uedal, Br onze: 

Reg i ment a.l S er geant-Maj or James F.Cooper, 27th U.S. Fantry 
Regimental Supply Sergean t .i.eon G~l ord., 27th u.s. Infantry 
Sergeant Herman Malchow, Co. 111-:11

• 27th U.S.Infantry 
Sergeant Pet er c. Matthews;: Co. 111'111 27th u.s. Infa..vitry 
Private Homer D. Torrmie, Co . "M'' 27th U.S. Infantry. 

and l1a.jor Dons. Colby, Russi~n Railw~y 3ervice Corps, on duty with the 
27th U. S. Infantr., , with a French ·17ar -edal, Gold. 

22. On J;;lnua:cy 13th, due to all of the preceding events i n the r.merican 
sector <-1.nd westward, and to the ·,.mcertainty existing in th e minds of the railroad 
employees ea st of Verkhne-Udinsk, the railro~d traffic came prac tically to a 
standstill, while t .. e yards at Ve1khne - Udinsk .:.nd Beresovka were filled with 
Czecho-S1ovak echelons. In order to clear up the railroad situation and to con .. inue 
the movement of the Czecho-Slovak:s to the east, as well a.s to expedite the .i;; .. meri can 
evacu a ti on, it became necessary to relieve the demenoff military comr:iandant at Verkhne 
Udinsk, or , rath':ll put in an J:".meric~n Commandant, a s the Jemanoff command.:.nt bad fled 
t he cit y. Pursua,,t to this the following 11rder was issued: 

"HE.A.DQU.rn2"P.S '1~'T.:!t: 'l'Y SEV3 TI1Y INF!i.NTRY 
Beresovka, Siberia, January 13 , 1920. 
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RAILWAY GU.ARD 

ORDERS NO. 4 

l . As the officer ctarged with the duties of the military command.ant at Ver}~ .ne
UdinSk c annot be found a nd due to tl...e absence of the comma.rid.ant railroad traffic, has 
p ractically ceased and , as under my orders I must use every means in my c anr.:iand to 
secure the promp t movemen t of railroa d trafic and insure its continuance hereafter, 
I find it a military necessity to appoint a military commanda.nt of the c ity of 
Verkhne -Udinsk. !, ~therefore, designat e Major Don .:l. Colby , K.R.s.c. , as the 
s tati on commandant a t Verkhne-Udinsk, and call on all railr0a.d officials and employees 
to obey his orders . 

By order of COLON"'.311 MORROW: 

JOHN J.l:J.:ES, 
1st. Lieut. 27th Infantry, 

.Acting .,~djut ant • " 

Major Colby immediately assumed the ciuties of military commandant at Verkhne- Udinsk: 
station, taking over the of fic e of the Se.menoff military CO?lll'll£.i.adant a.'1d cent inued 
1n this c apaoi ty until the last .American echelon had departed from Verkhne-Udinsk. 
With a Corps Of able ass istants he i mriediately brough order out of disorder then 
existing and ne ver in its history were as many trains moved in and out of the rail
road yards at Ver khne-Ud.insk daily, as Major Colby proceeded t o move. In fa.ct, so 
many trains were moved t hat the ineff i cient Russian railroad officials at the 

· eastern division points could not begi n to bandle the tra ffic . At this tine the 
Czech evacuation west or I rkutsk was becomi ng a very d an gerous and difficult matter . 
The Czecho-Slovaks bad been forced to aba ::d.on 4 echelons eas t of' KlukVe~a . '11he 
Polish troops and Russi a n troops g uar ding t heir rear had e nti rely b roken or gone over 
to the fas·t-following enemy forces. The r ~pid evacu.a.ti on of the Czecho-Slovak forces 
to a point ea.st of t h e tunnel sector b ecame a :par amount and most pressing necessity. 
With thi s in view, a plan was evolved by Ma jor D. s . Colby, l .R.s.c., f or rapidly 
a ccomplishing this mission. 'l'he plan was su.bmit t ad to Colonel Char.Les H. l~orrow by 
Major Colby an d approved and was taken by Colonel Morrow and Major Colby, together 
with Captain -,d.diheys of t he Czeoho-Slovak forces, to Gener~l Ja.nin at 6 P. M. , on 
January 29th.· The plan i s as follONs: 

''V erkhne-Udinsk, Siberia . 

Sumestions to Genera l J anin and to Genera l Ogata for i mprovint· railroad •>J11. 

ditions at Verkhne- ...ldinsk and to tr.e wes t as well as to the ease for the ir consider
a tion and de t,3rmina.tion: 

I We approve al l the suggestions of ~?l["ineer Hindra. 

II In the sector east of Verkhne-Udinsk, (Verkhne-Udinsk not included ) it 
would be neeessacy to place a Japanese military cornrmndant in place of the R:ussL.n 
milit ary commandant, that Japanese comnn nd.ant collaborate with a Czech military 
commantand. 

III At Verl~hne-Udinsk an .Amer ica n •••ilit ary comrr.andant (American Railroad Engi-
neer) assisted by a Czeoh commandant without a Russi · n commandait . From Ver khne
Udinsk to Irkut sk it should be und er Com.nan d of Czechs a.1d a Czech military command
ant at lrkut sk. 
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1. .As the officer ci:arged with the duties of the military commandant at Verkhne
Udinsk cannot be found .;.nd due to the absenc e Of the commandant r ai lroad traff ic1..has 
practically ceased and, a s under my orders I must use every means in my ccmnand to 
secure the prompt movemen t of railroad trafio and insure its continuance hereafter, 
I find it a military necessity to appoint a military commandant of the city of 
Verkhne-Udinsk. I, _t herefore, designate Major Dons. Colby, R.R.f?.C., as the 
station commandant a. t Verkbne-Udinsk, and call on all r a ilroad o:tficial s and employees 
to obey his orders . 

By order of COLOWJ. MORROW: 

JOHN J.A?.'IES , 
1st. Lieut. 27th Infantry, 

Acting .Adjutant. " 

Major Colby i mmediately a sso.med the duties of military oomma.ndant at Varkhne-Udinsk 
station, ta.king over th e office of the Semenoff military comma.udant and continued 
in this o apa.oi ty until the last American echelon had departed from Verkhne-Udinsk. 
With a Corps or able ass is tants he im1:1ed.iat el y brough order out of disorder then 
exis t ing and never in it s history were as nu.ny t rains moved in and out of the rai l
road yards a t Ver khne-Udinsk daily, as .Major Colby proceeded to move. In faot, so 
many trains were moved that the inefficient Russian railroad officials at the 
easte rn divi si on points could not begin to handle the traffic. At this t iroo t he 
Czech evac uati on west of Irkut sk was becoming a very dangerous and difficult mat ter. 
The Czecho-Slovaks bad b een forced to aba i:idon 4 echeions east or 10.ukVenneya . The 
Polish troops and Russian troops guarding t heir rear had eutirely broken or gone over 
to the f ast-i'oll cming enemy forces. The r ~pid evacuation of the Czecho-Slovak forces 
to a point east of the tunnel sector became a par amount and most p ressi ng necessity. 
Yith this in view, a plan was evolv ed by Major D. s. Colby, H.R.s.c., for rapidly 
accomplishing this mission. The plan was submitted to Colonel Char.J.es H. 1.~orrO\V by 

·Major Colby an d approved and was taken by Colonel Morrow and Uaj or Colby, ~ ogether 
with Captain R1.:d.diha;rs Of t he Czecho-Slovak forces, t o Gener~l Janin at 6 P.11!., on 
January 29th . • The plan i s as follcms: 

"Verkhne-Udinsk, Ji beria. 

Suggestions to Ge110r.:...l Janin und to General Ogata for improv-in;· railra5.:i •~ Jti. 

ditions at Verkhne-Jdinsk ci!ld t o tl:e west as well a.s to the ease fer their consider
a tion and determination: 

I We approve all tLe suggestions of ~~ ·-ineer Hindra. 

II In the sector east of Verkh.~-Udinsk, (Verkhne -Udinsk not included) it 
would be nec~ssary to place &. Japanese mili tar;y- comrmndant in place of the F.ussL.n 
military commandant, that Japanese comrit..ndant collaborate with a Czech military 
commanta.nd. 

III .at Yerhhne-Udinsk an .c..."Ilerican •••ilitar,7 comr.:andant (,i:-::erican Railroad Engi-
neer) assisted by a Czech commandant without a Russi n commandant. From Verkhne
Udinsk t o Irkutsk it should be under Com-:iLJnd of Czechs a..1d a Czech military comn:and
an t a t Irkutsk. 

rv l'Lat Verkhne-Udinsk and the Intendanc ia. yard, and all stations and inter-
mediate poin:s to Kult ,ck included ~o be fi.1.led with Czech echelons and to hiclude 
Petrovsky-Za.vo u, if possible, t t ut k '} engines from these echelons be returned west
ward for the purpose of moving ~11 Czech echelons from the west to points east of the 
:runnel Sect or. That as soorus the congested co,1dit ions which new exist east of 
Ve:ra:hne- lldinsk is cl ,"J..:.red up, that &s im.n:r echelons c:.s these t e3rmL1...l s ca.n handle 
be run eastward daily . 
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NCY11E: The congested conditions to the east of Verkhne-Udinsk at t h is time 
practically prohibits the sending of more echelons to the ea.s t, as it would 
only increase the cong ested conditions now existing to the east. There are a 
number of engines at Verkhne-Udinsk , Mysovl,\Ya, and Sludyanka which, with a 
minimum amount Of repa ir, could be put in service and utilized_ to bring Czech 
echelons from the wes t to points east of the Tunnel Sector." 

"Minutes of. a Conference Regard,ing Czech Evacuation Held at Chit a on February 
3. 1920 . 

PRESENT : For United States : Lieutenant Colonel F. B. Parker, 
Ma jor A. c. Peterson, Lieutenant .P. B. Wilkes, Jr. 

For Japan: General Hoshino, General Suzuki, Majors Hiroka, Nakatani, 
Nakashima; Captains '..: . Arimo, Ushirogu, Salda, Shiraishi, Yoshimoto; 
Li eutenant K. Herii; Interpreters s. Magotori ands. Tsuyeda. 

The meeting was called to order at 2:25 P. M., General Hoshino presiding. 
The General stated that the point s mentioned in Colonel Par.ker's letter of 
February 2nd vx:>uld be t aken up in numerical order and discussed. He also stated 
that at the conference held on January 28th, 29th and 30th many of the points 
had alrea ~ been discussed and approved. 

General Hosnino s tated th at he approved of the cone entra ting of a ll Czech 
echelons eas t or the Tunnel Sec tor but on condition that he have the control 
of the number of t rains which will be parked in that territory, so as not to 
deter the operat i on of Japanese trains, etc. 

Colonel Parker stated that this was a temporary measure to pennit the Czech~ 
echelons to get through the tunne ls before the advance of the Bolsheviks into Irk
ut sk , mentioning cha recent trouble at that place in which several Czechs had been 
killed, necess itating their taking over the city as well as railroad station :from 
Reds. 

After sonefurther discussion i t was dec ided tha t 10 echel ons rray be ra rked 
between Pe trovsky-Savod and Verkhne-Udinsk, including the former station, but no t 
the lat t er; 10 echelons in the Int enda.ncia Yard just east of Ve rkhne-UdinSk and 
5 echelons at Di visiona and Verkhne-Udinsk, West of Divisi ona as many echelons can 
be parked a s the trac:irs will holci; however the main line mus t be kept clea r. 
General Hoshino made a further condition that in case of di seas~ breaking out in 
the closel y c ore ent rated echelons in any of the above named sectors that the Czechs 
will be required to remain in the t rains so as not t o endang er the people. 

In regard to Japanese military comma11dants in the sector east of Verkhne-Udinsk, 
in place of Rus sian comma.1dant s, General Hoshino stated t hat he bad already placed 
Japanese cannaniants at Petrovsky-Zavod, Hilok and Mogzon, but thEW could n ot tace 
all author i ty from the Russian COIIL'lla.ndants. 

Colonel Parker stated that ~here mu.st be a Czech comr.andant at these stations 
whose business it is to look after the mov~ment of Czech echel ons and if any 
question comes up he sLould get a fi:1al decision from the Japanese c otnrlRndant and 
not the Rus sian. In ot ner words we wanted the Japanese c anmandL.\nt to have the 
pONer to say wha t should be do11e. General Hoshino stated that this was practically 
the case now. Colonel Parker stated that he did not want to have aey mi sunde r stand
ing on this point; that in the handli ng of the r a ilroad busines s the Czech would 
confer a nd talk with the Russian but if any dispute came up be tween the two, the 
Japanese should be the one to d ecide. Gene rcll Hoshino stated that ;; his would be done . 
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mes :::i::: a- CU!!l:5?"!UIC& .~~l:~ ..,;zec:n .·:,Tac~:u,.~:i.on .;::e.1,a. c;1.. _,a_ ,.,,~ u,;.i .:e,n:u,:;. i y 

s. 1'920. 

For Uni ted States: Lieut en.ant Colonel F. B. Parker, 
Major A. c. Peterson, Lieutenant .P. B. Wilkes, Jr. 

For Japan: General Hoshino, General SUzuki, Majors Hiroka, Nakata.ni, 
Nakashima.; Captains :.:. Arimo, Ushirogu, Salda, Shiraishi, Yoshimoto; 
Lieutenant K. Herii; Interpreters s. Mago tori and s. Tsuyeda. 

The meeting was called to order at 2:25 P. M., General }joshino :presiding. 
The General s tated t hat the points mentioned in Colonel Pa1ker's letter of 
Febru.a:cy 2nd muld be tak:(:11 up in numerical order and discussed. He also stat ed 
that at the conference he ld on January 28th, 29th and 30th many of the points 
had alrea.cy been discussed and approved. 

General Hosnino stated that h e approved of the cone entrating of all Czech 
echelons east ot the Tunnel Sector but on condition that he have the control 
of t he number of trains which will be parked in that territ ary, so as not to 
deter the op era ti on of Japanese trains, etc. 

Colonel Parker stated that this was a temporary measure to pennit t he Czech~ 
echelons to get through che tunnels before the advance of the Bolsheviks into Irk
utsk, mentioning the recent trouble at tr.iat place i n which several Czechs had been 
killed, necessitating tteir taking over the city as well as railroad station from 
Reds. 

After sane further discussion it was decided that 10 echelons may be pa rked 
between Petrovsky-Savod and Verkhne-Udinsk, including the form er station, but not 
the latter ; 10 echelons in the Intend.ancia Yard just east of Veikhne-Udinsk and 
5 echelons at Divisiona and Verkhne-Udinsk, West of Divisiona as many echelons can 
be p arked as the tracks will hold; however the ma.in line must be kept clear. 
General Hoshino made a further condit ion that in case of diseas q breaking out in 
the closely core ant rated echelons in any of the above named sect ors that the Czechs 
will be required to remain in the trains so as not to endanger t he people. 

In regard to Japanese military commandants in the sector east of Verkhne-Udinsk, 
in place of Russian command.ants, General Hosh ino stated that he had already placed 
Japanese c an.imndant s at Petrovsky-Zavod, Hilok and Mogzon, but t hEU could not tck e 
all authority from the Russian cOm...'Tla.ndants. 

Colonel Parker stated that there must be a Czech comr:amant at these stations 
whose business i t is to look after the movement of Czech echelons and if any 
question comas up he should get a fina l decision from the Japanese comnandant and 
not the Russian. In ott,ier words we wanted the Japanese c anma.ndant to have the 
power to say what should be done. General Hoshino stated that this was practically 
the case now. Colonel Parker stated that he did not want to have aey misunderstand
ing on this point; that in the handling of the railroad business the Czech would 
confer and talk with the Rus sian but if' an:y dispute came up between the two, the 
Japanese should be the one to decide. Generdl Hoshino stated that this would be done. 

In regard to the third point, Colonel Parker stated that as the American mili
tary commandant had resigned this would not now be urged. With reference to a Czech 
commandant at stations from Verkhne-Udinsk to Irkutsk, General Hoshino stated that 
at one Of the reoent conferences in Chit a it was decided to put Czech canma.nda,. ts 
in charge from Mysoveya to Irkutsk but not at Mysovaya. 

Colonel Parker stated that at Alysovaya the Czechs have nany trains and the 
Czechs have a very well organized transportation force there and it is considered 
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advisable to allow the Czechs comrrand there. in consultation with the Japanese 
conmandan t, to have charge for the present while the Czech eschelons are bunched 
in t hat sector. 

General Hoshino stated that in conference in Chita the other dey it was de
cided that the Japanese must have control from Mysoveya east including this point 
as Japanese echelons are moving up to tmt point and their authority cannot be 
relinquished at that point. He also stated that at present there is a Japanese, 
a Czech and a Russian commandant at Mysovaya and if the situation remains as it 
is at present, he can see no reason to make a cha:rge. 

Colonel Parker then suggested that the Czech movement through Mysovaya should 
have preference, except when it interferred with Japanese, then the latter would 
have preference and that the Japanese connnandant there be ins t'ructed to allow the 
Czechs to mve preferred movement after the Japanese and that if this was agreed to, 
Colonel Parker would be willing to consent to the Japanese being in supreme comma.Ill 
there. 

Colonel Hoshino agreed to this suggestion. 

Genera l Hoshino also approved the note regarding the r epairing of' a number Of 
engines now at Verkhne-Udinsk., Mysovaya and Sludyanka and put ting them in service 
t o bring Ozeoh echelons from the west to points east of the Tunnel Sector. 

In regard to placing Czech telegraph o era tors at Petrovsky-aavod, Hilok and 
Mogzon, Genera l Hoshino stated it had been decided that the Czechs mq do this after 
a thorough U11derstanding with the Russinas. · The arrangements must be made with the 
Russians, however, if they raised any objections to such an arrangement, the Jc:1>an
ese would use their influence to see that the matter was handled satisfactory to 
the Czechs. 

Colonel Par ke r stated th~t he had received advice that there are now at Man
churia 12 decaped engi nes and that an order md been issued by the Russian authori
ties to waive the t echnical inspection ani to forward these engi nes promptly. 
These engines will be sent west to I rkut sk fo r the use of Czech echelon s and every
thing will be done to get th~m through quickly. Ge~1eral Hoshino expressed h is plea~
ure at this inforrration, stati~ that he was glad to have received a telegram f rom 
President Stevens about incret:l,6 ing the number of engines and requested Colonel Parker 
to extend his best wishes to Mr. Stevens. He also expressed his pleas1.1ee that Colonel 
Parker, Majors Nerz and Peterson would remain at Chita and assist in bhe transporta
tion problems anu that he and Colonel ?arl{er w:>u.r.d confer and decide on all trans
portation pro bl E!IlS in tbs future. 

Colonel Parker replied th .. t he appreeiated t he courtesy which h ad been extended 
to him and his staff and. that he would sem a telegram to President St evens am 
Colonel Johnson at Harbin, also to General Janin an d Major Colby at Verkhne -Udinsk, 
advising t hem that all points had been satisfactorily arranged, and would give 
General Hoshino a copy of his message. 

Genera l Hoshino announced that he had received a tele gram :from Colonel S'i.Lruda, 
wlx>m he had sent to Verkhne-Udinsk as his representative, in which r...e said that 
General Janin made objection to the conference which General Hoshino rad had at 
Chita recently with Polish officers without General Jan i n's knowledge. General 
Hoshino requested Colonel Pa rker to explain in his imssage to Gr:meral Janin t hat 
this meeti?lg was held without any in tent i on of ignoring General Jai in; on the can
t r azy it is his desire not to discriminat e a.gains t anyone in the mCJV'ement of troops 
but t o handle the general situation to the best advantage of all c oncerned. 
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as Japanese echelons are moving up to tmt point and their authority cannot be 
relinquished at that point. He also stated that at present there is a Japanese, 
a Czech and a Russi an commandant at Mysovaya and if the situation remains as it 
is at present. he can see no reason to make a charge. 

Col onel Parke r then suggested that the Czech movement through ]ey'sovaya should 
have preferenc e except when it interferred with Japanese, then the latter would 
have preference and that the Japanese commandant there be ins t"ructed to allow the 
Czechs to have pref erred movement after the Japanese and that if this was agreed to, 
Colonel Parker would be willing to consent to the Japanese being in supreme commam 
there. 

Colonel Hoshino agreed to this suggestion. 

General Hoshino also approved the note regarding the repai ring of a number of 
engines now at Ver khne-Udinsk , Mysovaya and Sludyanka and put t i ng them in service 
to b ring Czech echelons from the west to point s east of the Tun.ael Sector. 

In regard to placing Czech t elegraph o erat ors a t Petrovsky-z.avod, Hilok and 
Mogzon, Genera l Hoshino stat ed it had been decided that the Czechs may do this after 
a thorough under s tanding with the Russ inas. ~he arrangements must be made wi th the 
Rus sians, however, if they raised any objections to such a n arrangement, the J~an• 
es·e would use their influence t o see that ~he matter was handled sati s f'actory to 
the Czechs. 

Colonel Parker stated th~t he had received advic e that there are n ow at Man
churi a 12 decaped engines and that an order rad been i s sued by the Russian authori
tie s to waive the technical inspection a ni to forward these engine s pr omptly. 
These engines will be sent weat to Irkut sk for the use of Czech echelons and every
thing will be done to get them through quickly. Ge11~r a l Hoshino expressed his plea~
ure a t this i nf or rre. tion, stati~ that he was glad to have received a telegram from 
Pres ident S tev ens about inc reG1S ing the number of engines and requested Colonel Park er 

· to extend his bes t wishes t o Mr. Stevens. He als o expressed his pleasu:ee that Colonel 
Parker, Ma jors Nerz and Peter son would remain at Chit a and a ssist in the trans_porta
ti on problems and that he and Colonel Parker v.oul d c onfer and decide on all trans
portation pro bl ens in t he future. 

Colonel Parker r eplied th.1t he appreeiated the courtesy which had been extended 
to him and his staff and that he would seni. a telegram to President Stevens a m 
Colonel Johnson at Harbin, also to General Janin and Major Colby at Verlthne-Udinsk., 
advising them that all points had been satisfactorily arranged. and would give 
General Hoshi no a copy of his me s sage. 

General Hosh i no announced that he ha d received a telegram :from Colonel Sukuda, 
whom he had sent t o Verkhne-Udinsk. as his representative, in which he said that 
General J anin made objection to the conference wlll.ich General Hoshino had had at 
Chita recently with Polish Officers without General J anin's knowledge. General 
Hoshino requested Colonel Parker to e~lain in his ne s sage to Geueral Janin that 
this meeting was held without any intention of ignoring General Jai in; on the c cn
trary it is his desire not to discriminate a.gains t anyone in the movement of troops 
but to handle the general situation to the best advantage of all concerned. 

Colonel Parker s tat ed t ha.t he would include this information in his mes sage 
to General J anin. 

ln concluding the conference Colonel° Pa rker a sked General Hoshino if he would 
notify tba various Japanese canmandants of t he permission given the Czechs to have 
Czech COl'JllI8r:.dants and telegraph operators at the stations east of Verkhne-Udinsk. 
General Hoshino replied t hat he would do this. 
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Colonel Parker expressed his plea.sure at the very satisfactory me e ting which 
rad been had and the conference ad_jo·1rned at 3:l;O P. M. 

.A.ppr oved: 
F. B. P l.PJ~3R, 

Lieut. Col., R.R.s.c. 

P. B. WILEE3, JR. , 
2nd Lieut. R.R.s.c. 

Secretary • 

This plan having been fully e~lained to General Janin, it received his unqualified 
approval. On January 29th, Colonel F. B. Par~er, 1i.R.s.c ., having arrived from 
Irkutsk, this .plan was taken by Colonel MorrOiV and Colonel Parker to General Jm in 
and again received his approval.. Colonel liorrow and Colonel P.:.m:er were requested 
by General Janin to take it and urge its ad.opt i on upon General Suzuki at Chita while 
he, General. Jan1n, would urge it s consideration upon General Ogata at Beresovka. 
This plan was taken by Colonel Parker to Gener~l Suzuki at Chi ta and there received, 
in a large measure, tull adoption by t he Japanese General Hoshino, who was charged 
by the Japanese with the evacuation Of the Czecho- Slovak forces. Colonel :,:orrow 
was prevented from going to Chit a with Colone l Parker on account of the evacuation 
of his cmn :forces from Verkhne-Udinsk uni the necessity of rema.ini n :; wi th his troo:r:a 

·while pa ssing through the country commanded by A.taman Semenoff . In this connection 
it rray be added that before this plan could be put into operation, in the earl y days 
ot February, the Czechs were forced to stop and recal l echel ons from the ea.st to 
fight at Zema, as well as take the twon of Zema from the enen:w. 

23. On Dec ember 26th c onditions had reacned such an alarming state that the 
Mayor ot Verkhne-Udi nsk called on Colonel Morro.v and asked him to protect the city, 
stating that the population was grea tly ala :nned on account of the murderi ng and 
p lundering Of the L:ongolian bands and tha t also the p opula.ti on tea red a r rests and 
rioting by the Mongolians as well as which mi~t be affected by the fall of Irkutsk. 
Also that the pea sant s ·i n the nearby villages might in retaliation against the Mon
golians a ttack the c i t y itsel f . The f ollowine proclamation was given to the ]f.ayor 
and a copy furnished Gener-a.l Ogata: 

City L!alf or, 

''IIE.ADQU.AR~7:S Tl,r,;'....N'.PY-SEVE~ INFA]TRY 
Beresovka, Siberia, Dec ember 26th, 1920. 

Verkhne~Udinsk, Siberia. 

The Arra rican Comman d Colonel i.:or row rrakes the foll owi ng announcemen t to the 
peq>le Of Vemhne-l:Jdinsk , which I reques t the city administra tion to publish for 
the information of the popul ation. That no local party or armd :force shall disturb 
the city. That no internal uprising threa t. an i11g the peace and safety of the popu
h .tion shall take plaae. Verkhne-Udi.lSk ~s now quiet and shou ld remain so. The 
r a il read nr..lS t c ontinue its unint errupt.ed operations. This a.miounoement is made in 
order that our position may be known. 

C. H. MORRO\ll, 
Colonel 27th u. s. Infantry, 
Commanding Atn9riea n Troops, 

Zai-Baikal Sect or. 
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Approved: 
F. B. Pil.PY...E:R, 

Lieut. Col., R.R.s.c. 

P. 3. WI~"Z3, JR. , 
. 2nd Lieut• R.R.s.c. 

Secretary. 

This plan having been fully eJq>laimd to General J anin, it raceiv•ed his unqua lified 
approval. On January 29th, Colonel F. B. Parker, R.R.s.c., having arrived from 
Irttut sk, this .plan was t aken by Colonel Morroo and Colonel Parker to General Jen in 
and again received his approval. Colonel :Morrow and Colon el Palke r were requested 
by General Janin t o take it and ·urge its adoption upon General Suzuki at Chit a whi le 
he; General. Janin, would urge its consideration upon General Ogata a t Beresovka. 
This plan was taken by Colonel Parker to General Suzuki at Chita and there received , 
in a lar ge measure, full adoption by the Japanes e General Hoshino, who was charged 
by the J ap.:.nese with the evacuation Of the Czecho-Slovak forces. Colonel Morrow 
was prevented from g;oing to Chit a with Colonel Pa mer on account of the evacuation 
of h is <Nm forces from Ver khne-Udinsk am the neces sity of r emainin.,; with his troops 
while passing through the country commanded by Ataman Semenaff. In this connection 
it nay be a dded that before this plan could be put into operation, in the early ~ s 
Of February, t he Czechs were forced to stop and recall echelons from the east to 
fight a t Zema, as well as take the twon of Zema from the enenzy-. 

23. On Dec.embe r 26th conditions had reached such an alarming s tate that the 
Mayor or Verkhne-Udinsk called on Colonel Mor rON and asked him to protect the city, 
stating that t he population was greatly a lanned on account of the murdering andi 
plundering of the I.:o:1golian bands and that also the population teared a rrest s and 
rio ting by the Mongolian s as el l as which might be affected by the fa ll of Irkutsk. 
Al so that the p easants ·in t he nearby vil lages might in retaliat ion against the Mon
g;o lians a ttack the city it se l f . The following proclamation was given to the Mayor 

· and a copy furnished Gener-.11 Ogata: 

"m:ADQ,U.,.Ur~~s T',VEN'.i1Y-SEV-~?fl1H UH'A]TRY 
Beresovka, Siberia , Decembr:u- 26th, 1920. 

City lla3Tor, 
Verkhne~Udinsk, Siberia. 

The American Comma.nu. Golonel Larrow rrakes the followil1€,' announcement to the 
people of Velklme-'Etdinsk, which I requ es t the city acministration to publish for 
the information of the population. That no local party or arma d. force shall disturb 
the city. That no internal uprising threatening the p eace and safety of the popu
l i::.tion sh"'ll take place. Verkhne - Udiask '. snow quiet and should remain so. The 
railroo.d must cont inue its unint er rupted operations. This ami<>u.ncement is made in 
order t ba t our positi on may be known. 

C. H. }.mRRc,;'l, 
Colonel 27th u. s. Infantry, 
Com'!land ing arre rican '.;:.'re ops, 

Zai-Baik.al Sector. 

'rhe hlayor was informed ti1a. t he could publish this pr oala.zm ti on when he desired ani 
considered it necessary. On December :::9th the folluwing letter was received: 

"Commanding the .::ipecial Zai-Baikal 
Rifle Brigade, 
No. 216, 
Decemb0r 23, 1919, 
Beresovka. 
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Comnaming the ..i.1:1erican 'iroops at Buikal Sector. 

I have received a. copy of the procla.111&. tion, transmitted to the C:ity Mayor 
and addressed to the p opulation, and I wish to express my sincere t han:-C.:s to you, 
Colonel !Corroy,, for your desire a.'1.d readiness to ke ep order and peace in the city 
of Verkhne-Udh:1.sk. 

Janor General Myssura." 

On January 13th, an m1sicned r;roclamation was posted in thG ~i ty calling on the po:pu
lati on to take ~p arms and overthrow the dty governmen t. '.!.'he city mayor at once 
requested p ermission to publish th"} i..merican proclarnati on ·which had been given him. 
This was done am before night the ent ire city was covered with t h e American procla
rmti on. The effec t was of the very greatest and not a singl e di sorder took place in 
the city of Verkhne-Udinsk until after the depart ure of the last American echelon. 
On account of numerous arrests being nade in the city b~, unauthorized a.nd irresp on
s1 bl e o ff icers of General Levitsky's force , a s wel l as threats of whippings and exe
out ions amend rail road employees , it became ne cessa ry on January 15th to issue the 
f ollowing orders.: 

From: 

To 

Subject, 

"HEADQU,.RI'BES U. S. TROOPS, ZAI-BAIJZ.'.1.L S3CTCE, 
Beresovka, Siberia, Jaim.ary 15, 1920. 

Commanding Officer, 

Provo st I,:.arshal, VerJr..hne-Udinsk, ls t. Lieu tenc.n t ..__. F. • .i:t'kney. 

Arrests. 

Permit no one exoept l,..rne 1"ican !r:ilit ary :Police to make any arrests in Verkhne
Udinsk on any ground. Take away and release any one arres ted by any other force, 
Officers will b e permitted to perform their proper and t..uthorized administrative wid 
disciplinary duties within t heir respe o " ive forces. Notify the City Commandant and 
the Chie f of Mil itia that I h ave i ssued this order and will enforce it by force of 
arzm. This is necessary on a ccount of arrests and whipp i ngs by irrespons ibl e pers on:::;, 
and on account of t he present disorg[mi zed c om itions among the forces in the city of 
Ve Ikhne -U d insk • 

C. H. MORROW, 
Colonel, 27th Infantry. 

On J anuar,y 19th the Japanese guar d in the station of Verkhne-Udinsk arrested the 
assistant station master because ha did not uncouple some cars as they bad r equested 
him. The -l'~-e ric an guard was immediately thrown a round the sta t ion of Verkhne-Udinsk 
and the Provost hla.rsruil , Lieutenant Finney, went to the railrozd s tation, where he 
i?t..£onned the officer in charge O:f the Japanese guard in that station that this man 
was not to be arres t ed by the J apanese or any other force. 1he station master was 
1~diately released a nd the Americans infonned that he had really not been arrested, 
but had only been direc ted to report to their guard. Thi s closed the incident and no 
farther arrests of civilians were attempted by the J apanese forces . On January 25th 
Gregorio Dechinsky was arrested b y two Russian officers of the staff of tbe "Wild 
Division" on the charge of helping the A"1ericans to distribute ams to t he Bolsheviks 
at Vaknaestrovo. This charge was absolutely ground.l ess . A force of ro men was sent 
t o the city where they forcibly took this prisoner away from the Russ i an s who were 
guarding him. Descbinsey, a Russia.n of a bout 50 year s of a ge, who had served in the 

The
  F

ils
on

  H
ist

ori
cal

  S
oc

iet
y



: ha'f'<l rec&ivea. a. copy of :;be procla...,:,.1.lon, r;ra.nsrei;; .. eu .. u ~he .., ..... .,. ~~

and ad.dressed. to the p opulation, and I wi sh to express my sincere thankB to you, 
Col onel 1:orrow, f or y our desire and readiness to keep order and peace in the city 
or Verkhne- Udinsk. 

Jamor General MysSllr a." 

On J anuary 13th, an unsigned proolana tion was posted in the city calling on the popu
lati on to take '¢p arms and overthrow th e c ity government. The city mayor at once 
r e(J)lested permis s ion to publish th e ,il!leric a.n pr oclamat ion-which had b een given him. 
This was done an:i before night the entire ci t y was c overed with the American p r oc l a 
n:a tion. The effect was of the vecy grea test and not a s ingle disorder took place in 
the city ot Verkhne-Udinsk until after t he d ep art ure of the last American echelon . 
On account or numerous arrests being n:ade in the city by unauthorized and irrespon
sible officers or General Levit sky1 s fo r c e, as well as thr ea ts of whippings and exe
cutions amond r a il r oad employees, it became ne cessary on January 15th to i ssue the 
followi rig orders: 

From: 

To 

Sub ject, 

''H:SADQUJillT.ERS U. S. TROOPS , ZAI-BAIKAL S-SCTOR, 
Ber es ovka, Siberia ~ Jamary 15, 1920. 

Commandi ng Officer, 

Provo st r.:arshal , Varkhne-Udi nsk, ls t • Li eut en[.-:.D. t M. R. Finney. 

Arr ests. 

Pe rmit no one except Ame 1~c,m :.:nit ary Police to make any arrests in Verkhne
Udi nsk on any ground. Take away and release any one arrested by arcy other force, 
Office rs will b e permitted to p erform their proper and li.Uthorized administra tive and 
discipl i nary duties within t r. air respeo . ive forces. N"oti~ the City Commandant and 

• t he Chie f of Militia that I have issued this order and wi ll enforce it by force of 
arrrs. This is necessary on account of arrests and whipp i ngs by irresponsible person:., 
and on account Of the present di so rgmiized com.it ions among the forces in th-3 city of 
Verkhne-Udinsk. 

C. H. MORP.OW, 
Colonel, 27th Infantry. 

On January 19th the Japtinese guard in the station of Verk.l1ne-Udinsk arrested the 
assistant sta tion mast er b ecaus e he did not uncoup l e some cars as they had r eqwsted 
him. The American guard was immediately thrown a round the station of Verkhne-Udinsk 
and the Provost Marshal , Lieutenant .Finney, went t o the railrocd station, where he 
in:fonned the officer in charge of the Ja.p'""ne se guard i n that stat ion that t his man 
was not to be arrest ed by the Japanese or any other force . The st ation mast e r was 
i mrmdiately released and the Americans info nned tha t he had rea lly not been arrested, 
bu t had only been di rected to r eport to their guard. '.:his clos ed the incid ent and no 
fur th er arres ts of civilians were at temp t ad by the Japanese forc es . On J<muacy 25th 
Grego rio Dechi nsky was arrested by t wo Russi a n officers of the staff of tbe "Wild 
Division" on the char ge of helping the A>-:ericans to distribute arms to t h e Bolsheviks 
a t Vaknaest rovo. This cr..arge was absolutely groundless. A. force of 00 men was sent 
t o t he city where they forcib ly t ook this prisoner away from the Russians who were 
guarding h im. Deschinsey, a Russian of a bout 50 years of age, who had s erved i n the 
Russi an anny f or about 15 years , and h ad been t :nree times wounded at the front 
fighting th :; Germans, had bee n employe d for over three mo11tts by the ~. '1erican Red 
Cross in erecting hospital s fo r s ick and wounded RussiLJi so 1diers , He was t o have 
been executed and would m. ve bean e xecuted t hat night save for the .,,..r:Jeric ... n inter
f erence. The same afternoon Colonel Llorrow sent a message to the commander of the 
mil itia. at Verkhne-Udinsk , t o E e Headquarters of the "Wild Div::. sion" and to the 
Headqua.rtrs of the Secret Police 1'hat if another arrest was made by them the .:i.!:ierican 
t Doops would acc ept no excuse bu.t would im::.ediately destroy their headquarters by 
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by artillery fire. Uo further arrests were r.ade until after the .ci.l!lericans had 1 eft 
Varkhne-Udinsk wten t r ree del~gates from the stricken villages were executed by the 
Wild Division. at this tirm also the .~rrerican Com~d submitted to Gener;,..l Janin a 
long list containing the names of railroad employees, civilians and members of the 
Economic Coop eratives and the large Cooperative Societie s, who were to be executed 
by the Semmaff officers imnedia.tely after the de1 arture of the .aine ricans. This list 
wa s given. to Ge neral Jani n who was to give it to the Japanese and warn them that these 
executions wer e to ta::.re place u.ili were un,}ustified and u.nwarrant ed and would ta.ke place 
unless the Jap""nese prevented. This was the only jope that the i,.merican Commander had 
or s av i ng the lives of these innocent people whose only crime was that the~r worked for 
a living and were doing good and us eful things fo1 the r;.:.ilroad, the city and the peo
ple, and a ll t he above were things greatly abhorred and feared by the Semenoff officials 
(These lists , w.i.. Lh a copy of the let tar to General Ja.nin, are attached hereto, marked 
"H'') The American proc l amation found at least apparent favor as is evidenced by the 
follcming telegram: 

''Chit a, January 14th, 1~20. Colonel Morrow, Beresov~\'.a, S.beri.a. 
1 sincerely thank you for your proclamation, preventing tiny disorder 
in the oi ty ot Verkhne-Udinsk. 1 a ssume that your officers and men are 
Zai~Baikal. No incorrect actions t owards thos e in the Zai - Baikal terri
tory will be permit tad. The American Consul at Chit a is worr:: ing about 
it and inqµired about it f'1"'0m the Comma.mar of the Japanese Mission. 
All those rumors a r e provocations and you may r est assured as our mission 
i s to avoid · any c onflicts. I assure you a gain that after you leave the 
count ry t he relati ons between you and u s ill remai n most friendly. I 
gave orders about au uninterrupted use of American and Czech telegrams. 
Chie f of St aff, Major General Subcovslti . 

The Annored Train "Destroyer" and Pr is aners 
Oap t ured by the Ame ricans at Posols~a, Jamary 10th , 1920. 

24. Beginning on Jai·i-c,ary 11th a full and. complete investigation was made into 
the act ions and conduct of' the a rmor ed train "Des t r oyer" on its last trip from Chit a 
to Verkhne-Ud inSk . ill of the testimony takEn was freely 6":i.van by the officers .:1nd 
men Of the "Dest royer" and is contained and ful ly set forth in document hereto at
tached on " '.i?estimony relating to the armored t rain 11 Des troye rt1 and other arm ored 
trai ns •" It i ncludes a full statement by Semen f ' s Divisional Comma.mer of .Armored 
Trains, N'ia,j or Gener;,!.l 3ogomo_etz and the direct commander of the a :rmored train, Cap
t~ l_n _ JIJosoali ev. '.i'o :•11 t-=,legrams Co.1.onel 11orrow sent on the 10th and 11th of January 
1920 Semenoff r eplied on the 13th, but the telegram wa s not received u~til the 14th 
of January . '.!.'he following is tii.e telegram from Chit a: 

"Chita, J amw.uy 13t h , 1920. Colonel lJorrow, Berasovka. 
In rEply to your t e l egrrun in regards to brone vik "Destroyer" I was 
ver y glad t o reo ei v e your c ommun.icati on fu l ly an swering the frien4l y 
re la ti ons between us . ?or the investigat ion of the incident which 
c aus d the cap ture of the bronevik, 1 appoint General IJyssura. I &.lso 
guar antee you that. the real men, guilty of the said incidents will be 
punished t o the l!mit of the law of war time. I request to release 
i nmadia.tely the command and meu of bronevik "Destroye r", return tha anns 
to man and a.mored car and give the bronevik a. poss i Jility to get to 
Chit a. I am a s sur ed that our fri endl y relations will quick en the s ettle
ment of your above s aid no. 30. End. Chief Oormna.nder of Troops , 
Lieu t enant Genera l Semenoff." 
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Econcmic Cooperatives and the large Co0perative Societies, who were to be executed 
by the Set?Bnaff officers in:rnadiately after the der,arture of the Atne rieans. This list 
was given to General Janin who was to give it to the Japanese and warn them that these 
executions were to t ai:rn p lace · um were unjustified and unwarranted and would take place 
unless the Japanes e prevented. This was the only jope that the American Commander had 
Of saving the lives of these innocent people whose only crime was that they worked for 
a living and were d oing good and useful things for the railroad, the city and the peo
ple, and all th e above were things greatly abhorred and feared by the Semenoff officials 
(These lists, wi ~h a copy of the le tter to General Ja.nin, a re attached hereto , marked 
nn11

} 'I'he .American proclamation found at least apparent favor a s is evidenced by the 
following t elegram: 

"Chita., .raruary 14th, 1920. Colonel Mor row, Beresovka, S :i.baria. 
I sincer ely t hank you for your pr oclamation, preventing any disorder_ 
in the ci ty of· Verkhne-Ud insk . I assume that your officers and men a r e 
Zai- Baikal. ~o incorr ect actions towards those in the Zai-Baikal terri
tory wi ll be permit tad. The American Consul at Chita is worrying ab0t1t 
it and i nqµired about it f'rom the Commander of the Japanese Mission. 
All those rumors are provocations and you may rest assured as our mission 
is t o avoid any conflicts. I assure you again that aft er you leave the 
country the relations between you and us wil l r enain most friendly. I 
gave orders about an uninterrupted use of Ame rican and Czech telegrams. 
Ch ie f Of Staff, Major Generw. s· bcovsld. 

The Armored Train "Des t roye r" and Pr is cners 
Captured by the ..:i..me ricans at Posolsk98a, January 10th, 1920. 

24. Beginning on Janua ry 11th a full and. complete investigation was mad.a into 
the actions and conduct Of the armored trafa "Destroyer" on its last trip fr001 Chita 
to Verkhne-Udinsk . All of the testimony takm was freely given by the officers a.nd 
.men Of the "Destroyer" and is contained and f'w.ly seL forth in document hereto at
t a ch ed on "2est imony rela ting to the armored train "Destr oye r " and other a nnored 
trains •" It includes a full s tatement by SemenOff''s Divisional Comma nier of .. :i.rmored 
Trains, Ma,j or General Bogomo_e tz and the direct commander. of the armored t ra.ir., Cap
t,Ai_~ __ ?µ_osoaliav. ~o th0 t13 l egrams Colonel hlorl·OW sent on t he 10th and 11 t h of J9I1.uary 
1920 Semenof'f r ep lied on t he 13th, but the telegram wa s not received u,1 til the l4tr. 
of January . The fol lowing i s the telegra.'11 from Chit a : 

"Chit a, Jan'.l.~i.JY 13th, 1920. Colonel L:orrtiw, Beresovka . 
In rEp l y to your telegrrun in regards to bronevik "Destroyer" 1 was 
very gla d Lo rec-'live you:r communication fully answering tne friend.ly 
rela ti ons between us. ~'or the i nvestigation of the incident whic h 
caused tt.e capture of the bronevik, l appoint Gener~l 1,yssura. I a.lso 
guar antee yo'..l tha: the real men, guilty of the said incidents will be 
puni shed to the limit of the law of war time . 1 reques t to release 
im~.cadi a.tely the cormna.nd &.nd men of bronevik "Destroyer", return t hq <inTIS 

t o men and annoreci car anti give th'1 bronevik a possLility to get to 
Chit a. 1 a.'l'l assured tr£..t our friendly relations will quicken t 110 settle
ment of your above Sa.id no. 30. End. Chief Com,-nander Of Troops, 
Li eu tenant Generul demenoff." 

Im:nedi ately upon receipt Of this telegram u. copy of w1lich rod oeen furnished Gener:;.! 
1:yssu.ra, G"neral. 11yssura called on Coloml korr(}\"I co arru.nge the settlement of the 
affair. General l.I;;ssur~ was asked what powers he had. if any, to try and :punish 
the Officers and men of the armor ed train "Destroyer" and he replied that he did not 
have any po.vars, ttat he could not convene "" courc, could not try the officers or 
men a-'ld could not approve Of the sentence of ::i. court if he bad the power to convene 
one. Colonel 1.!orrow informed Generc;i.l l,;;,·ssura tba t it was useless to attempt to 
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n egotiate with one who had no pONers to negotiate with and t ba t no steps would be 
taken in the neg;ot iations u.nt i 1 he, Geners.1 M;[S sura, had been given power to ray 
and punish the guilty. On the sam:; day the follo;ving telegr :mi was dispatched : 

"Beresovka, January 14th, 1920 . Lieutenant G:eneral 1itaman Semenoff, Chit a. 
Replyi ng .to your telegram of January t i1irteenth I have conferred with General 
Myssura who h&.s no pONer to try am punish . I cannot negotiate with him 
unle s s he has full pONar to quickly try am quickly punish these guilty 
offic ers. As regards the men c::nd the bronevik, we can reach a satisfac tor y 
s olut ion easily. c. H. Mor row, Colonel, Commanuing •• merican Tro ops in the 
Zai-Baikal • 

On January 14th th_e following telegram was received: 

''Chita. January 14th . Colonel Morrow, Beresovka. 
I urgently request you to r eturn our bronevik .from Beresovka to Chi ta. 
There will be a detailed inves tigation about its actions ard a ll 
guilty will be severely punished . Chief of dtaff, r.Ia jor Ge ierJ Subcovski . 

On January 17th .Ataman Semenoff telegraphed to General :Myssura as follows: 

"Chit a, January 17th, Gener:... l Myssura, Beresov:&a. 
Very confidential. Russi n: offic ers can b e t 1 ied only by a Russi an Court • 

.A.taman jemenoff . " 

On Jllll.uary 19th the following telegram was sent to .d. taman Semenoff: 

"Beres ovka , S iberia, January 19th, 1920. Lie,itenant General 
Atanan Semenoff, Chita. Replying to your number thir ty three to General 
Myssura. which ha s been transmitted to me, it is my one desire that these 
offenders be t ied by a Russh .. n court and r equest again that s uch a court 
be quickly convened and gi van full p c,,vers fo 1 tri tJ. and to carry out the 
sentence of t be court. The h orrible barbarity, mur ders, robberies a..'ld rapes 
of this car, outside of its unprovoked firing on the .American detachmen t, 
defy the power of words. This testimony I have an d you know I will move in 
a few days. If you desire to clear yourself of these crimes, disavow t hem 
and stand well before the world as a punisher of' crime. I request y ou to 
quiakly convene this court otherwise I must think you approve of all these 
horrible murders, robberies and rapes ana. the world wiil think the sane. 
Be quest that you reply immediately as I kncm that you control the wires and 
can do so. n1orrow. 

OU Januaiy 19th the following message ~ s received: 

"Chi ta, Januaiy 19th , 192 0.· Colonel Morrow, Beresovka. Chief 
of the Foreign Depart !Yle-nt, Headquarters Chief Com.1'1lander of Troops and al so 
a l a i son Officer with foreign military representa t ives, Colonel Krupski, pays 
his respects to Colonel .1uorrow. Requests wit h the parmis sion of Colonel 
Mccroskey Am. rica.n :Hilit a.:ry Agent not to refuse to talk to him through 
the telegraph. Arupski . 

Colonel .Morrow went to the telegraph Oi'f'ice ~bout 9:30 P. l!. and held a conversation 
_ over the direct telegraph wi re with Colone l Krupski, then at Chita . · This couversa
tion lasted until 12:45 P.M. Colonel Krups ld. requested that the officers and men 
of the bronevik "Destroyer" be returned to Chita. in order that tbev mi~t b A i::Ant 
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"3el'9s o-eka, Jan:mey l4'th, 1920. i. i eutenant Qeneral 4 taman Semeno:ff, Chit a. 
Re.plying to your telegram of January ti1irteenth I have conferred with General 
...,_'yssura who has n o p ower to try and punish. l cannot negotiate with him 
unless he bas full pONer to quickly try and quickly punish these guilty 
officers. As r egards the men and the bronevik, we can reach a satisfactory 
solution eas Uy. C. H. Morrow, Colonel, Commanding ..unerican Troops in the 
Zai-Baikal • 

On J anuary 14th the f Ol.lowing telegram was received: 

"Chit a . January 14th. Colonel Morrow, Beresovka. 
l urgently reques t you to return our bronevik f'rom Beresovka. to Chi ta.. 
There will be a detailed investigation about its actions am all 
guilty will be severely punished. Chief of Staff, Major Ge ,ierw. Subcovski. 

On Janua ry 17th .Ataman Semenoff telegraphed to General Myssura as follows: 

ttQhit a , January 17th, Gener~: l Myssura, Beresovka. 
Very confidential . Russi n: officers can be t1ied only by a Russi an Court. 

Ataman SemenOi't. " 

On January 19th the followi ng telegram was sent to Ataman Semenoff: 

"Beresovka, Siber ia, J anuary 19th, 1920. Li eutenant General 
Ata mm Semenoff, Chita. Replying t o your number thirty three to General 
Myssura which has been transmitted t o me, it is my one desire that these 
offenders be trie d by a Russhi.n court and r eque s t agn.in t hat s uch a court 
be quickly convened and given full p cwers f'o r tri...J. and to carry 011t the 
sentence of tlie court. The horrible barbarity , murders, rob beri es and r"':Pe s 
of this oar, outside of its unprovoked firing on the American detachment, 
defy the power of words . This tes t imony I have and y ou know I will move in 
a few days. If you desire to clear yourself of these crimes, disavow them 
and stand well before the world as a punisher of crime. 1 request ::ou to 
quiekly convene this court otherwise l must think y ou appr ove of all these 
horrible murders, robberies and rapes anc. the wor l d will think the sam;. 
Request that you reply immediately as I know that you c outrol t he wires and 
can do so. Morrow. 

On Janua zy 1 9th the following message was received: 

"Chi ta9 Ja.nuazy l~ th, 1920. Colonel Mor row, B~resovka. Chief 
of the Forei@'l :;:)ep, .. rt :,: e-:-;t, Headquarters Chief Co1mnander of l'roops and a.ls o 
a laison officer with foreign military representutives, Colonel Krupski, pays 
his res1,eots to Colonel korrow. Requests with the permissi on of Colonel 
McCros~ey Arm rioan Military Agent not to refuse to talk to him t hrouvi 
the telegraph. ~pski. 

Colonel 1.o:rrow went to the telegraph office about 9:30 P. I:.:. and held a conversation 
over the direct telegraph wire with Colonel .t..rupski, than at C--dta . This collversa
tion lasted unt il lZ:45 P.J.r. Colonel Krupsld reqll3s t ed t Lat the officers and men 
of the bronevik "Dastroye r" b g returned to Chit a, in order that they might be sent 
up the Amur River to protect the railroa d from alleged attacks by alleged Bolsheviks. 
He was informe d b:,· Colonel Morrow .tbat the American forces would leave V-,,rkhne-Udins 
by the 26th of Januazy and tba.t if t he guilty officers of th i s murderous annored 
train were to be tried anu convicted they must .be tried at once nnd while the :cmer
icans wer e present to testify against them. That no trial could take place if the 
officers anLl rren of the brongvik wer,3 se:1t to t :-.e Amur front, and t:.e l .. rreric o.n wit 
nesses went ~o Viladivostok. lie was urged to trJ and try quickly the monster, General 
Bogomo1etz, in order that the Atama.n migtit exhibi t in so~ degree, at leas t , 
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a desire to punish one guilty of every crime in the catalogue. Colonel Krupski 
was further infonned that General Bo6omoletz, had been given powers bJ Ata.'Tlan 
Ser.-ienoff to conv ene a court on each of the nine armored trains of Semenoff a.ni to 
try and execute without ev i dence those he considered guilty of a.uy crime, and if the 
Atama.n could delegate such powers to General Bogomoletz, he could easily delegate 
such powers to Oeneral Myssura or any other Russi:..n c anmander at Verldme-Udinsk. 
Colonel Kmr,ski promised to use his best endeavors with the .A.tal!lan to secure the 
convening of s uch a court and promised to notify Colonel gorro;,, the next duy by 
telegraph wbeth r or not such a. court would be co,we:ned. (Full report of this 
conver sation is hereto appended r.-iarked. "I"). No reply was received from Colonel 
Krupski on th.a 2 oth. On J anmry 23rd Col onel Krupski arrived at Verkhne-Udinsk 
and t he followi ng conv ersation took p lace between him and Colonel Morrow: 

"Conferenc e between Colonel c. H. :w:orrow, u. s.a., 27th Infantry and Russin Officer 
Colonel Krupski, Representil;lg Atama.n demenoff's .Forces, Chita. Verkhne-Udinsk, J::n'!t' 
uaiy 23rd, 19 2 o. 

PRESENT. 

Colonel c. K. 1Iorrow, 27th Infantry 
Lieut . John J ame s , Adjut an : , 27th 11"'.fa.rtry, 

Colonel Krupski, Russi an Anny, (unde : .Atainan Semenoff} 
Mr. Posbeloff, (Civilian - Attached to Staff at Chita} 
Lieut. w. A. Keating, R.R.s.c. (stenographer) 
:Max Ehmer, li.R.s.c. { Int arpreter.) 

Colonel .h:rupski having stat ed L:d'or r-ially t rtat he came by direction of Atauan Semenoff 
to t alk with Colonel liorrow with a view of putting an end to unpleasant rumors and to 
cooper a te and help clear up the understa nding which took p l a ce between the ,_.,mericans 
and Semenotf ' s forces, having IJ3. rtiou~ r reference to the capture by the Americans of 
tha bronevik "Destroyer'', asked that he be given the detai l s of the incident, saying 
that Chit a did not know all t:ti.at had happ ened, 

Colonel M:orrcw: The bronevik "Destr~'er" came to Verkbne-Udinsk on the after
noon of J an.uaxy 9th a.~d shortly aft~r it arrived they arrested the assistant station 
master, robbing him of his ho lSehold belongings, cloth goods and property, including 
his watch and money, and took him aboar6 the armored oar, then t hey went through 
the house breaking and ilashing things to pieces. At 5: 30 in the aft ernoon I came 
ab oard the armored car myself, wilh Major Colby and t wo other of'ficers. I asked 
Genera l Bogcmoletz if he had arrested the sta:ion master, he said tha t he had and that 

. he int ended to kill him. I asked him why he had urrested him and ·he ref'U·sed to answer 
the question, tellimg me that he would do as he pleased and would not continue t he 
conversation, he wruld stop talking to me. I told him l was the American Commander 
of this district from Vi;rkhne-Udinsk to Mysovaya, guarding and protecting ~he r ai lroad 
and tlle r ailroad employees an.a that he could not arrest, rob and execute the s t at ion 
lll!:.Ster, t hat if he intended to do ii;, l had two thousand soldiers and he could not do 
it - that whether he desired to continue the conversation or not, he woul d talk,·to me, 
.;. that there was a good understanding between the Russian Genera ls Mej ack, Myssura, 
Levitsky and myself and that he (Bogomoletz) should not cane -in he1•e and arrest and 
kil l people vr.i thout consulting with me or the Russian Genera.ls about it. Bogomoletz 
then agreed to release the station master, he did rel ease him, but he made him sign 
a paper that all of his prop a- ty had been r eturnsd to him when th at was not true. 
Three days a.f'ter the c ap ture of the bronevik I searched the prisoners and found on 
them the wat ch belonging to t he station master. 
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~ta."an could delegate such powers to Genera l Bogomoletz, he oou.ld easily de l egat e 
such powers to General A.7ssura or any othe r Russ i ·:.n oamnander at Verkhne-Udinsk. 
Colonel Krupski premised t o use his best endeavors with the Ataman to secure the 
convening of such a court and p romi s ed to notify Colonel Morrow the next day by 
telegraph whe t h r or not such a court would be convened. (Ful l r ep ort of this 
conversati on is hereto appended mark ed "I" )• No r (!) l y wa s r eceiv ed from Colonel 
Krupski on t he 2oth . On J anm ry 23r d Colone l Krup s ki arri ved a t Verkhne-Udinsk 
and too followi ng c onv ersat 1on t ook pla.ce between him and Col onel Morrow: 

"Conferenc e between Col onel C. R. Morrow, U. S. A., 27th Infant ry an d Russ k n 0f:fice r 
Colonel Krupski, Represen t i :gg At aman Semeno£f•s Forces, Chlta. Verkhne -Udinsk , Jail! 

uary 23rd, 192 o. 

PRESENT. 

Colonel c. H. Mo"rr ow, 27th I nfantry 
Lieut . John J ames, Adjutan t , 27th I nfa?t ry, 

Colonel Krapski, :Russi a n Amy, (under At aman Semenoff) 
Mr. Posbelof f , (C ivi lia n - At tached to Staff a t Chita) 
Lieut . w. A. Keating, R.R.s.c. (s t enogrEi!Phe r) 
Max Ehmer, li.n.s.c. ( Interpret er.) 

Colonel .h:mp ski hav :mg s t at ed L Jf orr:ially t ha t he came by di rec ti on of Ataa.an Semen off 
to t alk wit h Colonel llorrow with a view of put ting an end t o unpleasant rumors and to 
cooperate and help clear up t he unde r standing which took place between t h e .. mericans 
and Seman off' s forc es, havi ng IJ3. r t i cula r r eferenc e to the c apture by the Americans of 
t he bronevik "Destroyer", asked that he be given the details of the incident, say ing 
tha t Chita d i d not know all t.bat had happened.. 

Colonel Mor rcw: The bronevik "Destroyer" c a:ne to Verkhne-Uclinsk on the after
n oon ot Janua:ey 9th and short ly aft~r it arrived they a rre s t ed the assistant s t ation 
master, robbing him of his ho,:iseho ld belongings, cl oth goods and property, including 
his wa tch and money , and t o ok him a b oa.ru the annored ca r, t hen they went through 
the house br eaki ng and s l ashing things to pieces. At 5: 30 in the aft -, rnoon I came 
ab oa r d t he a.nnored car ieys elf, wi t h Ma jor Colby ana. two other officers. I asked 
Gener a l Bog omoletz if he bad a rrest ed t he staci on master , he said that he had and that 

. he int ended to kill him. I asked h i m why he had .... rrested him and he refused to answer 
t he ques tion, tallimg me t hc.t he would do as he p l eased an d v.ou ld not cominue the 
conversation, he would stop talking to me. I told him I was t he .d.~erican Commander 
of this di strict fro.m V'}r klm.e-l.Idi nsk t o Mys ovaya, guarding and prot acting ~ he rai lroa.d 
and the r ailroad employe es and tha t he could not arrest , rob and execute the stat ion 
im s t er , tha t if he intended to do ii., 1 had two thousand soJ..die rs &.nd he could not do 
it - that whether :be desired to continue the conversation or not , he would talk to me, 
- tha t there was a good understanding between the :Russian Gener[;.ls 1Iejack, 1'iyssura, 
Levitsky .... nu. myself and t ha t he (Bogomoletz) should not cane in here and arrest and 
kill people without consult ing with me or iihe :tussian Geuer ... ls a.bout it. Bogomoletz 
then a greed to release t he station master, he did release him, but he made him sign 
a paper t hat a.11 of his prop a- ty had been returned to him when that was not true . 
Three days after the capture of the bronevik I searched the prisoners and found on 
them t he watch belonging to the st~tion rnast0r. 

Colonel Krupski: Who had the watch ? 

Colonel Korrow: One of the !:Jen, I do not lmow just whom. 

Colonel Krupski: I would. like to know definil;ely, soldiers or officttrs? The
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Colonel fuorrow: l do not know . 1 caused all the prisoners to be searched 
and took all the property. I took t t e watch a.11d returned it to the stat i on master. 
I have a list of the property and things they stole from him. 

Colonel .r..rupskh Did you give this list to Ge.1eral 1:yssura ? 

Colonel 11orrow: I offered to give Generw. 11:rssura all of t;he t estimony 
if he would sand clerks t;O get it• I have the wri tirg in Russian. 

Colonel Krupski. And wl,at happened after Bogomoletz arrested the station 
naster . 

Colonel hlorro.v: I am comi ng to that. ~he bronevik lef c V~rkhne-Udinsk at 
9:00 o'cl...ck, go i ng west and wen t t o station Posolskaya about seventy-five versts 
from here mere there was an Ame r ican detachment of about t hlrty-eight men g,,1arding 
the railroad, s leeping in teplooski es. They a rr ived there o.bout 12: 00 or 1: 00 
o 'clook and without any a rgument or talk, or dispute, between either the officers 
or men of t he bronevik and the Americans, the bronevik opened fire on the .'.,.mericans . 

Colonel Arups1~i: DH t h~ oronevi~ open fire w:'len it first came inL o the 
station or did it s tand awhile ? 

Colonel 1:or r ow : It stood a:while, took on water for t t e e:::-igine and held a 
conversation wi th thesta tion master a t Pos olsk.a.ya . 

Colonel Krupski: How many shots did they fire. 

Col onel Morrow : The fi re was opened b:1 machine guns, then the bronevik moved. 
back t owar ds Verkhne-udins.lt a few hundred yards. As soon a s the bronevik fi red the 
Amer i cans j umped out of their Teplooskies and returned. the fire, they had on ly hand 
grenades and r i fles. The engine was seriously damaged f rom the f ire , it coo.l d 
not get away quickly, it ha d · to stop. The Ameri cans followed aft er the bl:Onevik, 
the bronevi k f i r i ng with its machine guns and the Americans firing with their 
rifles. Then the el'lgina was g ixed up a lit tie and t he bronevik came on east to 
station Ti ml ooi , Siding 22 , the re it sent in irassage s t hat it wou l d surrender. An 
.Ameri can detachment was coming i n from Selenga S;Ud the bronevik sur rendered to them. 
The bronevik was then brought i nto Beresovka.. I can n ow r ead you t he testimony of 
Gene ral. Bogomolet z. if you wish. 

Colonel Krupski: How many t imes did t hey fire on th>:1 .t .. mericans , how many shots"i 

Colonel !Jorrow: It is impossi blg to stat e , they f i r ed with all of their 
machine guns, so many shots, we could not tell. Our soldiers , except t h e gua.:rd, were 
in their teplooskies asleep . 

Colonel Krupski : '.'Then were some of t he soldiers killed, at the first fight 
a t Pos olska.ya or at Timloui? 

Colone l ""'orrou: They were killed in t he f irst fight. One nan was kill ad as he 
threw a hand grenade into the engine, a not her was tilled as they followed after the 
brone vik firing at it. The fighti!'.€ lasted about one - half hour. All of t l;e crew 
ot the bronevik and al l of t he officers are now alive and have been turned over to 
Gener.:.J. · My ssura. They have been well f ed, g iven cot s to sleep on and kept .warm. 
Not one or t hem killed or one Of them touched in m y way. I have the testimony 
Of about fift een men , in English and in R 1s sis.n, telling what the bronevik did from 
Chit a to Verkhne-Udinsk with the testimony of General Bogomoletz, Cap ta in Mos• · 
aa liev , t he Commandmlt of the train. This testimony was given of t heir own :free wil l . 
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Colonel .r...ru.pski& Did you give this list to General Myssura ? 

Colonel MorrOi'l: I offered to give General Myssura all of the testimony 
if be would send clerks to get it• I have the wri ti:r:g in Russian. 

Colonel Krupski. And what happened after Bogomoletz arrested the station 
naster. 

Colonel Marro.v: I am coming to that. The bronevik left. Verkhne-Udinsk at 
9:00 o'clcck, going west and went to station Posols~a. about s eventy-five versts 
from here vm.ere t here was an .Ame rio an detachment of about t hirty-aight men guarding 
the railroad, sleeping in teplooskies. They arrived there ab011t 12:00 or l: 00 
o'clock and without any a rgument or talk, or dispute, between either the officers 
or men Of the bronevik and the Americans, the bronevik opened fire on the Amerieans. 

Colonel Krupsl::i: Did t hs bronevlk open fire when it first came into the 
station or did it stand awhile ? 

Colonel 1:orrow: It stood a.while, took on water for the engine and held a 
conversati on with thestation master a t Posolska.ya . 

Colonel Krupski : How many shot s did they fire. 

Colonel Morrow: The ~lre was opened by rrachine guns, then ths bronevik moved 
back towards Verkhne-udinsk a few hundred yards. As so on as the bronevik fired the 
Americans Jumped out of their Tepl ooskies an d r e turned the fire, they had only hand 
grenades and rifles. The engine was seriously damaged from the fire, it c cnld 
not get away quickly, it bad to stop. The Armricans follo.ved after the b:i:onevik, 
the bronevik firing with its machine guns and the Americans firing with thei r 
rifles. Then the engine was g ixed up a little anci.. the br onevik ca"lle on east to 
station Timlooi, Siding 22, there it sent in messages that it would surrender • .d.Il 

.Amarioan detachment was coming in from Se lenga :.:..nd tLe bronevik surrendered to them. 
The brone vik was then brought into Beresovka. I can now read you the testimony of 
General Bogomoletz. if you wis h. 

Colonel Krupski : How many times did tt:ey fire on th-3 .'i..mericans, how many shots'. 

Colonel Morrow: It is impossi ol~ to state, t::ey fired with all of their 
machine guns, so many shots, we could not tell. Our soldi ➔ rs, exce1 ,t t ;. e guard, were 
in the ir teplooskies asleep. 

Colonel Kru.1)ski: ':Then were some of the soldiers killed, at the first fight 
at Posolskaya or at l'imloui? 

Colonel .i..orrow: 1hay were killed in tbe first fight. One nan was killed as he 
threw a hand grenade into the engine, a not her was i:illed as they followed after the 
bronevik fi ring at it. lhe fighti~ lasted about one-half hour. ,al of t /.e crew 
of the bronevik and all of ti.e officers are now alive and have been turned over to 
Gener~ Myssu ra.. fhey have been well fed, g iven cots to sleep on and k ept wann. 
Not one of t hem killed or one Of them touched in any way. l have the testimony 
or about fif teen men, in .i:.:nglish ... .ad in R1ssh..n, telling what the bronevik did from 
Chit a to Verkhne-vdinsk with the testimony of Gener ul BoGomoletz, Captain Mos
oaliev, the Commandan~ of t11e train. This testimony was given of tYeir own free will. 
Now l want you to ge t this, Gener,11 Bogomoletz could convene a military court anu 
try and execute an d kill, he lll:.1-d the power from Semenoff to call & court of three 
people to try, and execute, and he ciid do it. I have signed statements that he 
executed and killed forty-four people between Chita du Verkhne-udiL1sk. :Jo.vat Lhis 
time I cannot un:iersta.nd why if 3ogomoJ.etz bad the authority , the power, the order, 
to t1y people anll kill them, v.hy, then can you not try and execute Boganoletz? 
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Colonel Krupski: It is quite possible, out I want to find out first how it 
happened. there must be an inves tigation before this C[ul be done . 

Col onel .1..Lorrow: Bogomoletz execu ted tv.'O women, @lei. his trials did not last 
t wenty minutes, he tried them without witne sses and kille d them. '.2here is nothing 
that can cl ear the honor of the .Ataman save a quick trb,l of Bogomol e t z c:.nd his 
officers . His crimes, the crimes of Bogomoletz and his of f icer s against the Rus
sian people are horribl e, I have the p roof of t hem in RussL.n. 

Colonel Krupski: i'erhaps if Bogomoletz had such short trials , . .md executions he 
bad reasons for doing s o. He had ~ list of those Bolsheviks here in this district 
and if he executed some of these people he had authorit~1- to do this from Chita. Of 
course if h e robbed them that i s not ri ght, he l1ad no authority to do t! ,at. Hear 
the station Olovianneya, for instame, they f ound a secret soviet of Bolsheviks 
who were working there, he had a list of thes e men and they were to execute al l of 
them. 

Colonel ~iorro,;: Vias Bogomoletz going to try them, or ,just execute t hem with
out tri al ? 

Colonel Krupski: Without trial, b ecause now , at the present time, it is war 
time, it ia military law. 

Colonel Morrow: Would that apply to Eogomoletz, could you try him and execute 
him the sane way, execute . him without trial? 

Colonel Krupski: Yes. The former commander of tj1e bronevik and his captain 
had been doing the same things this Bogomoletz does. He robbed people and executed 
them when he did n ot have au thori ty to do it. So after we found t h ese t wo men 
guilty they were exeout ed in one-half hour b y order of Gener"1 Sernenof'f. We thought 
that, af'ter this, Generw. Bogomoletz would not do such things, that he was a good man 
and would be alright. When Bogomoletz captured a band of Bolsheviks t tey found a 
letter in the pooket of one uf the executed nan which showed that the Bolsheviks 
executed their enemies, all of them. This was at 0lovian.n.ey-a on the night before 
New Yea r. Doubtle ss this all looks very barbarous to you, it is true that we have 
not yet found the propsr method of tr-ying and executing our enemies. \lfen the Cezch 
stopped fighting the Bolsheviks and this trouble started, the Bolsheviks executed 
mor e on their side than Semenof f ha d k ille d here. These Bolsheviks wer e executed 
because they were tcying to block u nd. damage tbe railway, after t hey were executed 
i t was found that the railroad ran much better. Did Bogomoletz state why he had 
ar r ested the man here ar did ha re:tuser 

Colonel .worrow: He said hs had inf'onnation that he was a Bols hevik. 

Colonel Krupski: \Vas General Bogomoletz on t he bronevik when the fight 
took p lace ? 

Cii>lonel Morrow= Certainly. 

Colonel Krupsk i: How did he explain my they started fighting ? 

Colone l Morrow: I want you to read all that Bogomoletz said. 

Colon el Krupski : That i s not necessary if you scy General Myssura has it, 
is it in Eugl ish or Russian ? 
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twenty mtIIl.ltes, he tried them without witnesses and killed th em. There is nothing 
that can clear the honor of the ataman s ave a quick trial of Bogomoletz and his 
officers. His crimes, t he crimes or Bogomoletz and his officers against the Rus
sian people are horrible, I have the proof or th em in Russian. 

Colonel Krupski: .Perhaps if Bogomoletz had such short trials and executions he 
bad reasons for doing so. He bad ~ list or those Bolsheviks here in. this district 
and if he executed some of these people he had authorit ;; t o do this from Chita. Of 
course if :re robbed them tllat i s not right, he l'ia.d no author ity to do that. Hear 
the station Olovianneya, for instame, they found a secret soviet of Bolsheviks 
who were working there, he had a list of these men and they were to execute al l of 
than. . 

Colonel MorrON: Was Bogomoletz going to try them, or just execute them wi th
out trial? 

Colonel Krupski: Without trial, because no.v, at the p resent time, it is war 
time, it is military law. 

Colonel Morrow: Would that apply to Bogomoletz, cou.ld you try him and execute 
him the srum way, execute_ him without trial? 

Colonel Krupski: Yes. The former ca:nma.nder of the bronevik and his captain 
had been doing the same things this Bogomoletz does. He robbed people and executed 
them when he did not have authori ty to do it. So after we found t h ese t wo men 
guilty they wers executed in one- half hour b y order of Gener·cil Semenof'f. We thought 
that, after this, Gener.'.:.l Bogomoletz would not do such things, that he was a good man 
and would be alright. When Bog omoletz captured a band. of' Bolsheviks t J:ey found a 
letter in the pocket of one 0f the executed nan which showed that the Bolsheviks 
executed their enemies, all of them. This was at Oloviailll8iVa on the night before 

_New Year. Doubtless this all looks very barbarous to you., it is true that we have 
not yet :found the propsr method of trying and e-".tecuting our enemies. w: en the Cezch 
stopped fight it\?; the Bolsheviks and this trouble started, the Bolsheviks executed 
more on their side than Semen off had killed here. These Bolsheviks were ex ecuted 
because they were trying to block and damage the railway, after they were executed 
it was found that the railroa d ran much better . Did Bogomoletz state why he had 
arres ted the man here or did he refuser 

Colonel filorrow: He s aid he had i nf o:rm.s.t ion that he was a :Bolshevik . 

Colonel K:rupski: Was Gene rd.l Bogomolet z on t he bronevik wt, en the fi e#l- t 
took place? 

Cil>lonel Uorrow : Certainly. 

Colonel .r~rupski : How did he exp 1ain why they started fighting ? 

Colonel Morrow: I want you t o read a l l that 3ogomoletz said. 

Colonel Krupski : That is not necessary if you scy General Myssura has it, 
is it in English or Russian? 

Colonel ~orrow: In nussian. Bogomole tz admits that his rm.chine guns fired on 
the .10!10ricans first. wi thout any warning and wi thout any trouble between the J.-rericans 
and t he bronevik, h e says he belie ves it was an accident. 

Colonel Kmpski: I.la y be 3ogomoletz did not ~mCJh' aeything about this fight 
s t ar ting. 
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Colonel .i.i.arrow: He clains he was al.seep in his car. 

Colonel Krupsld: 'i 1hat is very possible, perhop s after the shootir:t--:: started 
it was rap ort ed to him !: ' :::.. - t :1_ ) -·' ericans st~. ted the firing. 

ColoI1el 1lOrroiv: He said he thought at first t"i-:at the .~· ericaus started it but 
he found out later that the bronevik had started it. Here is another point; the 
station mast ,~r at Posolskaya, the military commandant, has been a.n open enemy of 
the .America.!13 and has in ev1;ry way at.;empted to make trouble between tre ~\.mericaru 
• tbe Russians. Our detachment tr.ere had information from the people at Posolskaya 
trot ther8 was going co be trouble there; that uight and t.i.a.t an armored train was 
c oming, they asked Nichalnik Sta.11cia, if tl:e annored train was coming, and he told 
them "No" , tr,.e re was no a. mored tra in coming." 'l'hen when tr..e o.rmored tr 1 in did come 
t oPosolskaya, Krisko went aboard it, talked to the Ge ,er"l ~!ld tal~ed to the Com
mander of t he bronevik, t h en he got his belongings, h~s prope rty and cl ot:-,es and got o 
on the bronevik .. then the fight happened - after Krisko was aboar4 the train. In 
his statement , Captain 1Ioscaliev, the comrmnd.er of the bronevik, says at ~he end 
of his testi mony : ''In conclusion I \:ish to state it is rrrr believe that the station 
master a t Pos ol skaya is responsibl e for this ~:1tire troubl e , r.e did not tell the 
.Americans tha t the annor·ed train as coming, he stated to the railroad employees 
tonight some thing must happen." r ha people in the village l ef t tbe village that 
night and went over to a ne arby p l ac e, knO'vVir.g tr.at something was going to happen, 
'that a. fight was going to happe n. 

Colonel Krupski: Di<l the bronevik know that the .e.mericli.ns were at Posolskaya, 
wh en tmu were on their way t here they did not lmo.v ab out _it • 

Colone l Llor r ON: It s eems to ma tba t a COJllITlanier of b.ronevik should know his 
district. 

Colonel Krupski: Not necessarily, sometimes t:·ey do not, they get orders tt. go 
di s tricts the--J do not kntw . Ge:::1eral Bogomolet z i s in command of all the broneviks, 
Of all of the armored cars, but p~rhaps he did not know this dis t rict up her:;i toward 
Irkutsk. Whe n Irkutsk was cut off this district came µnde r the c om~nd of Chita. 

Colonel .Liorrow : The evidence sh ows that the people lmow there was going to b-e 
a fight that ni ght . 

Colonel Krupski: Maybe t he people did not m011 acything a.bout a fight, maybe 
they were a f r aid of the coming of t he bronevik. 

Colonel l.~orr cw: '1ley told our men that they wer e going to be attacked that 
night by the bro nevik • . Krisko, the Semen.off com1TB,ndant, t old the railroad employe es 
that there wa s goi ng t.o be trouble there t hat night. Ca tain :Moscaliev seys in his 
statement that the station aster told t nem tha • 

Colonel Krupski: It is not clear to me how the Nicha lnik knew t hat the bronevik 
would c ome down t o cause some trouble there. 

Colonel orrow: It is very clear to us that he went there to do it• t hat is 
vm.y Krisko knew, The Gene ral c ame here and m•rested and robbed the station maste r 
at Verkhne-Udinsk, he knew that he should not do that in this tov,n• I have had lots 
of trouble with Semenot:f' s broneviks . Krisko knew tbat he wa s c oming b ec ause the 
Genera l notified him, if it had not been for t hat, how oould he have told the 
:people that i t was aoming. 
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Colonel 1-lorr~: He said he thought at first that the A:o ricans started it but 
he found out later tr>.a.t the bronevik had started it. Here is a nother point; the 
station mast-:?-r at Posol skaya, the military commandant, has been an open enemy of 
the Americans and has in ev~ry way atteII!Pted to make trouble between tre Americans 
~ the Russians . Our detachment t bare had information from the people at Posols~a 
that ther0 was going to be trouble there that night and t .t:at an armored tra in was 
caning, they asked Nichalnik Sta."loia, i£ the aimored train was coming, and he told 
them "N°o", there was . no annored train comi ng ." Then when the a rmo?"ed tr({in did come 
to Posolskaya, Kri sko went aboard it, talked to the Ge.1er.:: l and talked to the Oom
rmndar of the bronevik, then he got his b elongings, his property and clothes and got o 
on the bronevik - then the fight happened - after Krisko was aboa.rG. the t r ain. I n 
his statement, Captain Mosoaliev, the co11111Rnder of the bronevik, says at the end 
of his testimony : " In conclusion I wish to state it is my believe that the station 
master at Posolskaya is responsible for this entire trouble~ he did not tell the 
.Americans that the a.nnored train was c oming, he stated tb-, the railroad employees 
tonight something must happen. " Tha people in the village left the village that 
night and went over to a. nearby place, know ing that something was going to happeh, 
that a fight was going to happen. 

Colonel Krupski: Did the bronevik know that the Americans were at Posolskaya, 
when t~ were on their way there tbey did not lmow about _it. 

Colone l Morroiv: It seems to l'1'B tha. t a commarxier of llronevik should know his 
district. 

Colonel Krupski= not necessarily, sometimes t:·ey do not, they get orders t '- go 
di striots they do not kncr.: . Ge::1eral Bo f-·-molet z is in com.m.nd of all the broneviks, 
Of all of the armored ca.rs, but p 0rhaps he did not know this district up her~ toward 
Irkutsk. When lrkUtsk was cut off this district came ~~der t11e corrr-and of Chita. 

Colonel .MorrON: The eviden ce shov.is t:tat the people lmow there was going to b,e 
a fight that night. 

Colonel Krupski: L!aybe the people did not :;a1011 anything about a fight, maybe 
they were afraid of t he coming of the bronevL.t . 

Colonel ,.:orrC\'I: :Ohey told our men tr,a.t they we1·e t,"Oi~--; to be attacked that 
night by the bronevik. Krisko, the Jemenoff comr:-a.ndant, told the ruilroad employees 
that there was going to b ,::, trouble t here that night. Captain 1':oscal iev says in his 
statement that t he station aster told t .Jem t11at • 

Colonel Krupski: It is not clear to me how the Nichalnik knew that the bronevik 
would come down to cause some trouble there . 

Colonel Uorrow: It is very clear to us that he went there to do it 9 that is 
\'thy Kri sko knew, The Generc.l came here and arrested and robbed the station master 
at Verkhne-Udinsk, he knew that he shou.J. d not u. o that in this town, I have bad lots 
of troubl e with demenoff's broneviks. Krisko lmew that he was coming because the 
General n otified him, if it had not been for t "r at, huw could he ha.ve told the 
peopl e t h at it was coming. 

Colonel aru.pski: Krisko knew ttat the bronevik was coming alrig},t, but how 
could he lm,::,w that the brodevik would st::..rt .::. fight with tile .b.ITBricans ? It is 
very unreasonabl -~ to believe that ti1ey would tell him that before they ca:re. 

Co.i.onel i.~orrow: Krisko is a.n officer, a military commandant, he sent a. tele

gram, ha asked - he de:Yandea. t.hem to sen<i troops there. 
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Colonel Krupski: You have that telegram? 

Colonel Morrow= I have, and a statement from the rmn that he himself would 
take arms. Now, General Bogomoletz says that :he tried and killed forty-four people , 
including two women, b e tween Chita and Verkhne-Udinsk . Captain Moscal i ev says there 
were fifty-thr ee k ill ed, all on _this las t trip from Chita to Verkhne-Udinsk, and we 
have the full testimony of t his a m of robbery. 

Colonel Krupski: They will be executed, I am sure, because it was not right 
to r ob p eople , rm.ybe t n. ey were ri ght in executing some of them, but not robber.r, 
we will not s t and for that. 

Colonel 1:orrow: We have tbe testimony of robbery, palin murder lllld l."'cl.pe. 

Colonel Krupski: \Vhose testimony is that? 

Colonel Morrow: Bogomoletz seys nothing about the robbery, just the k8lling of 
the t wo women , but the soldiers t estify as to the r1.:i.pe, imn,y of them. 

Colonel Krupski: fuo ra:p3 a. the women, soldiers or officers? 

Colone l Morr<>N= Soldiers. At the station Olovia.nneya one woman was arrested 
-by order Of Wor ke r Yacovenco, s he was raped by four or fi ve r:ien, one man's name was 
Mal ichyn. This t ook place on t he first of January 1920. 

Colonel Kru;pski : Whose t estimony i s that ? 

Colonel Morrow: That i s the tes timony of Alexander Gaut emuroff, a soldier. 
Aft erwa.l'ds sh e was kil 1 ed in her underwear. 

Colonel Krupski : Why did they k ill her? 

Colonel Morrow: I do not know. 

Colone l Krupski : Did General Bogomoletz s~ anything ab rut that woman being 
killed , why it was done without trial or --

Colonel Morrow: Tha i s outside the question, I am talking about a rape now. 
Could s he be sentenced by General Bobomoletz to be r ~ ed by f our or five men just 
because she was a Bolshevik? 

Colonel Krupski: No. But did Bogomol etz kno1v anything about the wonan being 
r aped or executed? 

Colonel IJiorr01n He told ~ tha t she was execu ted beoa-w a she had c anmunica
t i on Wi th the Bolsheviks. 

Colonel Krupski: He should J:OlOW h ims elf if sh e had o a:mnunioa.tion with the 
Bol sheviks. He should have the information :from t he Staff at Ch io a, a l ist of names. 
He llad no right to do this • 

Colonel Morrow: .Bogomoletz told us t hat all he had to do was to get a r ep ort 
from the milit a.:ry commandant at t he st a tion, then he could kill them , and he did do i t. 

Colonel Krup ski : Tha t is t r ue, but there should be a .trlal. 
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take arms. Now, General Bogomoletz says t hat he tried and killed forty-four peopl.e , 
including two women, between Chi ta and Verldma-Ud.insk. Captain Mosca.liev says there 
wer e fifty-three k illed, all on _this last trip from Chita to Verkhne-Udinsk , and we 
have the fU.ll t e sti mony of this and of robbery• 

Colonel Krupski: They will be executed, I am sure, because it was not right 
to rob p eople , imybe they were right in executing some of them, but not robbery, 
we will not stand fo r tha t. 

Colonel Mor row: We have the test imony of robbery , palin murder and rc:J.p e . 

Colonel Krupski: Whose t es timony i s that ? 

Colonel Morrow: Bogomoletz seys not bing ab rut the robbery, just the k8lling of 
the t wo women, but the soldiers tes tify a s to the rape, many of them. 

Colonel Krupski: Who r a:p3d the women, soldiers or officers? 

Colone l Morroo= Soldiers. At the station Olovia~a. one woman was arrested 
by order of Worke r Yacovenco , s he was raped by four or five men, one man's name was 
Mal ichyn. This took p lac e on the first of January 1920. 

Colonel Krupski : Whose testimony is that ? 

Colone l Morrow: That i s the testimony of Alexander Gautemuroff, a soldier. 
Afterwat'ds she was kil l ed in her underwear. 

Colone l Krupski: Why did tr...e y kill her? 

Colonel Morr ow: 1 do r..ot know. 

Colone l Krupski: Did General Bogomoletz sey anything about that woman being 
killed, why it was done without trial or --

Colonel r.Ior row : That is outside the question, I am talking about a rape now. 
Could she be sentenced by General Bob omoletz to be raped by four or five men just 
because she was a Bol shevik? 

Colone l Krupski: No. But did Bogomoletz kno,v anything aoout t11e wonan being 
raped or executed? 

Colonel 1:iorrcm: He told me tha l she was executed becaU;; a she had c crnmunica
tion wi th the Bols heviks. 

Colonel Krupski: He should know himself if she .ba.d ccmmunioa.tion with the 
Bolsheviks. He should have the information from the Staff at Chica, a list of names . 
He had no right to do this. 

Colonel 1..~orrow: Boganoletz told us that all he had to do was to get a report 
from ti,e mili t;;.:cy comr:iand~t at the station, thei1 he could kill them, and he did do it• 

Colo!lel Krupski: Tl,at is true, but there should be a trial. 

Colonel korrow: I thought th9 Colonel said they should have a list from Chita. 

Colonel Krupski: Yes, he gets lists from Chita, when he starts out from there, 
Of all the Bolsheviks suspected, wt if he gets any i .if ormation from the statio:i com
mandants he takes that also. .v'irst he must hold a trial, Without a trial he cannot 
execute , he must have witnesses. Just now, the military organization in Chita is 
ve-ry p oor, a.ls o there are very bad men, it is hard to control them, if Bogomoletz 

-56-

The
  F

ils
on

  H
ist

ori
cal

  S
oc

iet
y



is guildty, the of fie ers, among themselves, will not protect him. It will take 
some days to oall a court to try Bogomoletz and his officers, as soon as we get all 
the inforl'lation from you to Chita we will start a trial. I suggest that we go to
morrov, on the Japanese train, in thirty-six hours we will be there. 

Col onel. Morrow: Bogomoletz could tr.:1, and di try and oxecut e forty-four men 
between Chit a am here - it did not take him ten minutes to try and execute, why 
s hould it t ake so long to try and execute Bogomoletz? 

Colonel Krupski: Because we have not all the data, we do not kncm ye t · what 
was done, we want to find that out first. We have no authority to try this case with• 
out an order from Chit a, we oannot do it here, just the Commander-in-Chief can do it. 

Colonel Morrow: Let me read to you what the Commandalt of the a.nnored t ra in 
said about the manner in which trials were ma.de on the bronevik. -

Q. 'Did the man accoused of being a Bolshevik have the ri~t to introduce 
witness es to t es tify for him? 

A. No, only the mat himself a?U.i tbe accusations against him are considered 
by the court. 

Q. At llogzon did you require any evidence or proof other tha."'l the word of 
the s tati on c ommandant ?. 

A. No , t hat was enough.'' ' 

Colonel Kl"tlpsk i: The coIID~a1.dant ought to prove to all tha.t is a Bolshevik, 
why he i s to be arr ested or executed, he must stat e this and lave the witnesses. 
It is very o lea.r t o me now tha t things h ave not been going right here. 

Colonel Morrow: Colonel t he worst enemy the Ataman has, worse than the 
Bolsheviks, is this murdering commander of his armored trains. I stopped the 
armored ears f'rom ooming in here and I have bean the best friend that Ataman Semanoff 
has because I kept this country peaceful. I kept his a.nnored trains from c ani ng in 
here, robbing, murdering and raping the people, if his armored trains had come in 
here the American sector would not only have d isturbed, there would have been f ight
iilg a ll over it • 'i'his Bob omol et z and his azm ored t ra ins have made more enemies f or 
the Ataman tha n there is Bolsheviks in the whole c ountry . B·oganoletz, murdered, and 
and killed quickly, Bogomoletz had power to try , to kill, to execute, both men a nd 
wanen, quickly, in a minute, rut you say there is no p ower, no authority to try him. 

Colonel Krupski : As soon a.s we have anough evidence he will be tried and if 
found guilty he wil l be executed. The law does not permit cases to be tried s o 
quickly. Just now the matter is not clear, there i s not proof enough, there fir st 
rm1st be an i nvestigation. Bogomoletz rmy have or dered peopl e e:x:ecuteci., but he did 
Jtot rob them, t he so.1.diers did it, he did not do it himself. 

Colonel Morr ow: I know he didn't do it himself, but he is responsible for 
what his men do, is he not ? 

Colonel ?rupski: I an sure t hat he did not instruct his soldiers to rape 
people. 

Colonel Morr ON : He let them do it, didn't he? 
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Colonel Morrow: Bogomoletz could t ry, and di try · and execute forty-four men 
between Chita am here - i t did not take him t en minutes to t ry and execut e , why 
sbould it take so l ong to tey and execute Bogomolet z? · 

Colonel Krupsk i: Because we have not all the data, we do not lmow yet · wba.t 
wa s done, we want to find that out first. We have no author ity to try this oas e wit h
out an order fro m Chit a , we cannot do it here, jus t the Commander-in-Chief' oan do i t. 

Colonel Morrow: Let me r ea d t o you wh at the Commandar.t of the armored t ra in 
sa id about t he manner in which t r i als wer e ma.de on the brone vik. -

Q.. 'Did the man a ocoused of b eing a Bol s hev ik have the ri@tl t to int roduce 
witnesses to t es t ify for him? 

A. No, only t ha man himself and the accusations a gainst h im a re considered 
by the court. 

Q• At l!ogzon did you require any evide:no e or p roof other than t he word of 
the s tation c om.'Ila!ldant ?. 

A. No, t hat was enough.'' 1 

Colonel Krupsk i: The c ommandant ought to prove to all that is a .Bolshevik, 
why he 1s to b e a rres ted or executed, he must s t a te this and lave the wi t nesses. 
It i s very clea r t o me now that things h ave not been g-oing right here . 

Colonel .Morrow: Colonel t he wors t ene!J73' the .A.taman has, worse than the 
Bols heviks, is thi s murdering commander of his armored trains. I stopped the 
armor ed oars :from ooming in her e and I have been t he best friend that Ataman Semenoff 

-has b eoaus e I k ept this country p eaceful. 1 kept his a:rmored trains from caning in 
here, robbing, murdering and r aping the pe opl e , if his armored trains had come in 
here the .American sector would not only have dis turbed, t here would ha.7e been fight
ing all over it. This Bob omoletz and his a Jmored trains have made more enemies for 
the Ataman than there i s Bolsheviks in t he whol e country . B·oi:; Cllloletz murdered, and 
and killed quickly, Bogomoletz had p ower t o try , to k i l l, to execute, both men am 
wanan, q11ick ly, i n a minute, but you say there is no power, no a¢ ·hority to try him. 

Colonel Krupski: .As soon as we nave enough evi dance he will be tried and if 
found guilty he will b e executed. The law does not permit cas e s to be tried so 
q11ickly. Jus t n ow the matt er i s not clear, there is not proof enough, there first 
mus t b e 6.11 i nves tigati on. Bogomole tz rray have ordered people e:x:ecute<.i., but he did 
not rob them, t he soi d lers di d it, he did not do it himself. 

Colonel 1larrow: I kno,,v he didn't do it himself, but he is 1·esponsible for 
what his men do, is he not ? 

people. 
Colo:1.el ?rupski: I an sure that he did not instruct his soldiers to rape 

Colonel Morro.v: He let them do it, didn't he? 

Colonel Krupski: No, t: 1at oarmot be - -

Colonel 1.:orrow: How about the station master at Verkhne - Udinsk, ycu know 
that he robbed him. 

Colonel .t""rupski: If it is proved t::-..at this station master was robbed with 
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with his permission, why of course he will have to answer for t~at. But his men my 
have done things he did not suspect. We tho ~ght Bogomo..1.etz wa.s a very good nan, now 
it is very clear that we were not get : ill€: full inform tion. I did not cone to ll'Bke 
an investigation myself, I just w-a.nt to find out tbe cause of tL~ f i ght between the 
Americans and the b:ronevik. 

Colonel Morro.v: I want to tell you just ho.v thi3 court of Bogomoletz's worked: 

Colonel Krupski: I imagine how it was. 

Colonel !.:orrcw: This is the testimony of an of ficer: 

"Q. Did the station master at 1:ogzon submit a:ny written statements about 
the woman who was executed? 

A. No, just a list of the names of the prisoners with rerrarks made by himself. 
Q. Did the station c anmandart appear at the tri al of this won:a.n. 
A. No . 
Q. Is this the wa:y these courts usually try cases? 
A. l do not know how tney usually operate, at all the trials 1 have seen 

the~ oi:erate in t his w-r.:.y .' 

Now I have full proof of robbery, murder and rapes against Bogomoletz, I have the 
pocketbooks , with the money in chem, they took from the people they robbed - -

Col onel Krupsk i: But Bo1:omoletz himself did not do this. 

Col onel .Morrcw: Colonel, do you mean to say, that murder, robbery, ra:r:es, 
things like t hat , c a n fJ) on when he i s in COl'Il!Iand Of the train and he not be respon
sible, i s tha t p ossible? 

Colone l Krupski: Of course he is responsible for his nan , but he did not do 
these t hings himself, he g i ves or der s to his mm ~o try and to execute, but he does 
not knew if they are robbed or h ow they a re k ill ed. 

Colonel Morrow: .All of these , apers that I ·have show one thing clearly and 
pla inl y, tha t this was a c ar of r obbery and murder, and even General Eogomoletz 's 
t estimony shows t ha t ha is a. robber and a murderer, what t he canmander says shows it . 

Colonel Krupski: I ca miot undars t<illd this , bee a• se knew the Generu.l as ,::. 
goccl nan, we kn0\1\1 that he was very st r ict as an Offic er, t r.at :r.e was 'Very s trict with 
his officers, he was always on dut y a t s even o'olock in the morni ng , if h is officers 
did anything wrong tbey were punish ed. l believe n ow tha t he j s· a r obber , but nobo~ 
in Chita knows him like that. 

Colone l Morrow: I intend that tr..e world shall kn.on of it, shall show the 
crimes t hat this car las c cmnit ted. I am goi ng to give a copy of this t estimori.y to 
Gene r a l J anin, t o the English , to the Italians, t o evecy mission I can get to i f 
Semenoff doe s n ot punish him quickly, before 1 get out of this ccmntry, and I must 
know that he has been punished. I have been a go oo. f riend of the At aman, I have 
g iven him much goO'.i advice. .t1.11d l will give it to him a gain; try this man quickly, 
Bogomole t z and his 0£:fi c ers, try them and execut e t hem, and save himself from this 
shave of r oberry, and r ape , and murder. • 

Colone l Krupski: I am sur e t hat he ill b e punished. I under s t and there will 
be a confer enc e t omorrow with General J a.nin , General Si zuki and yoursel r. I would 
like to attend t hat conference, if t her e a re no ob jections . General Suzuki has no 
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Colonel .iJorrcw: I want to tell you just hon this court of Bogomoletz 's worked: 

Colonel Krupsk i: I imagine how it was. 

Colonel !~orroiv: This is the testimo~ of an officer: 

" Q.• Did the station master at Mogzo:n submit a:IJ.Y written statements about 
the woman who was executed? 

A. No, jus t a list Of the names of the prisoners with ran-arks made by himself. 
Q,. Did the station o amnandart appear at the trial of this won:an . 
A. No. 
Q. Is this the way these court s usually try oases? 
A. I do not know how they usually operate, at all the trial s I have seen 

the~ OJ;erate i n this w-.::y . • · 

Now I have full proof Of robbery, murder and rapes against Bogomoletz, I h ave the 
pocketbooks, with the money i n them, they took from the people they robbed - -

Colonel Krupski : But Bog omoletz himself did not d o this. 

Colonel Mor row: Colonel, do you mean to say, that murder, robbery, ra:r;es, 
things like that, can f!P on when he is in com.~d of the train and he not be respon
sible, i s that possible? 

Colonel Kmpski: 0£· course he is responsible for his rmn , but he did not do 
these things himself, he gives orders to his mm to try and to execute, but he does 
not lmcw if they a re robbed or how they are killed. 

Colonel Mo1•r ow: All of t hese apers that I r.:ave sho:.v one thing clearly and 
. plainly, that tr.is was a car Of robbery and murder, a nd ev en General Eogomoletz's 
testimony shews that he is a robber and a murderer, what the ccrnmander says shows it . 

Colonel KrUf>ski: I cannot undarstu.nd this, because we knew the Gener~l as~ 
go0d. nan, wa know tbat he was very str ict as an off icer, tr.at :· e was very strict with 
h i s off icers , he was always on duty at seven o'clock i n the morning, if hjs officers 
did anything wrong they were punished. l believe nOVT tbc.t he · s a robber, but nobody 
in Chit a knows him like that. 

Colonel t.lorrow: I intend tr.at the world shall kno.-1 of it, shall show the 
crimes that t his car ms c<mnitted. I am going to give&. copy of this testimony to 
General J anin, to t h e English , to the Italians, to every mission I can get to if 
SemenOff does not punish him quickly, before l get out of this country, and I must 
knOVI t hat he has been punished. I have been a gocxi friend of the .atama.n, I have 
given him much goa:t advice. And I will give it to him again; try this man quickly , 
Bogomoletz and his officers, try them and execute them, and save himself from this 
shave of roberry, and rape, and murder.• 

Colonel Krupski: I am sur ~ that he will be punished. I understand there will 
be a conference tomorrow with Gener;.J. Janin, General Sizuki and yo;_;rsel f. I would 
like to attend that conference, if there are no objections. General 3C<Zuki has no 
objections to rrry at teud.ing. 

Colonel .t...orrow: It is alright. with im if it is alright with Gene ra.l Janin 
and General Suxuki. But chis matter will not be discussed at th:...t conference, this 
is between 3e?.::enoff an.:.: the .u.rnericans, the Jap<-nese have nothing Clo do with this. 
In conclusion, Colonel, I want to tell you tro.ly, that never in all rrry life have I 
aver :heard of as much murder and robbery as this "Destroyer" has done. I know 
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Kalmikoff, l know what he did, I mo,, a mm in Mexico named Villa, a great bandit 
and murderer, but tr~y are just little murderers comp~ed to this crowd. 

Colonel ""rupski: But the Bolshvviks do this, what would you say about tbe 
Bolsheviks now? 

Colonel Morro,;• 1his testimony wi ll prove to t ~e world that these people 
are much worse t hn.n ·101.sheviks. 

Colone 1 Krupq::i : No. 

Colonel Mor row: This testimony will p rove it. I know about a colum of 
Mongolians that weilt into the country u..71der General Levitsky, killing, burning, 
r obbing t he p eople, burning their bodies, burning them before they were dead, then 
t he forc e mut ini ed. and killed .i.,evi tsk:y himself and a.11 of his Cossacks with him. 
When they kil l e d people they cut their bands off, they cut their feet off, they 
burned them befo re t hey were dead. I hnow that, and we know t h at the people were 
not Bolshev i ks, we ba.ve the evidence. 'l.'wo Frenc b. officers, two Japb.nef e o.,. ficers 
and two .Ameri oans went to tne village of Bobkina about twenty-five vers ts sia,uth
west o£ Verkhne -Ud insk, where we heard t h es e things were goi ng on, t : ere they found 
fifteen bodie s with t he hams cut off, t h ei r l i ps cut off, their bodies cut all to 
piec es and burned, burned before they wer: dead., we have pictures of it, we have 
testimony of i t , these s ix officers hav e signed thei1' names to it. That is why 
wh_v we sent for Sumki t o c ome here, t o keep the 1iongolians from murdering Russian 
women and children. I say to you t hat 1 am a f riend of the Rus sian people. At 
an ot he r p laoe where e sent a.n officer we f ound the same thing and we know it t o be 
t ure, w-0mena.nd children r an m> a hile to escap e and they ere s hell ed and killed, 
their dead bodies left l y i ng i n the sncw . The s e are not r umor s , these are facts . 
These Mongolians who committed these murders wer e under Rus sian troops, and they 
mutinied agains t hem and kil led the i r c aru'l"ianier Levit sky. · 

. Colonel Arupski: e lmow that t Ley killet Levitsky. And they tied and 
bu.rned him, why did they do t m t if they under stooi their actions, if they knew 
it was not good why did t:bey do so to hi m? 

Col onel Marrow: 
agains t those peop l e . 

I do now kn OR·• I do not know why evi t sky took such troops , 

Colonel Krup ski: l believe ncm that we have a bad situation here, we have 
only as all piece of t e rritory new that is not occupi ed by Bolsheviks and we must 
work for inprovemant , all of this robbery and execution has m de a dif f er ent si t ua
t i on wh ich must be improved, t r.at -is why 1 ame out he re, to i rove this situat ion . 
Now t ha t t he Kolc hak governm:;:it bas been turned over to At a.man Semenoff we will 
try to mak e an i mprovement. 

Colonel llorrcm: Th re was no troubl e in all this country until t hese Kon
golians came he r e under Generc.l ""'evi tsey, there were n o Bol s hevi k s , now l tell you 
that everybody in the country is against .Ataman Semenoff, becaU:1e of these Mon
golians who robbed them and killed them, now they are organized and strong and 
powerful , they have got together, and I }';ll.OW and General Janin knows what turned 
them aga ins t Ataman Semenof' f. If you yo irsel f lived in one of t hese little vil
lages an d t hese Mongolian s came in and robbed an d burned your peop l e , what would 
you do? 

Colonel Krup ski: I know n ow that we mus t t ry and i mprov e everything. 

The
  F

ils
on

  H
ist

ori
cal

  S
oc

iet
y



5olsheviks now? 

Colonel Morro.v ; This test imony wi ll prove to t he world tha t these pe ople 
a.re much worse t hrai :.l Ol s heviks. 

Colone l Krup~i: .'Ne>. 

Colonel Morr ow: This t estimony will p rove it. I know a bout a colum o£ 
Mongolians that went into the count ey under Gen er al Levi tsky, killing , b~ing, 
robbing the p eople, burning their bodies, burning them bef'o ra they war e dead, then 
tha f orce mut inied and killed .l,evi tsky hims elf and all of his Cossacks wi t h him. 
When they kil led people t hey cut their ha nds of'f , they cut their f eet off , the y . 
bu.rned them before they wer e dead. I Know that, and we know that the peopl e we r e 
not Bolsh eviks , e have the evidence. Two French off icers , t wo Japane re of ficers 
and two Amer i ca:ns went t o t he villa ge of Bobkina about t wenty-five versts w<ilUth
west of Ver khne- Udinsk , where we heard these .things were going on, t Lere t hey found 
fifteen bodi es with the hanis cut off, their lips cut off, their bodies cut all to 
piec es and burned, burn ed before they war ~ dead, we h ave pictures of it, we h ave 
testimony of it, these six offic e rs have signed their names to it. That is why 
wh_y we s ent f or Sux:uki t o c ome here, to keep t he Mongolians from murdering Russ ian 
women and children. I say to you that I am a fri end of the Russian people. At 
anothe r place wher e we sent a n offi cer we found the s ame thing and we know it to be 
ture, women and children r an jp a hile to escape and they wer e s hell ed and kill ed , 
their dead bodie~ l eft lying i n the sn ow . '.i'hese a r e not r umors , t hes e a r e fac t s . 
These Mong olians who committed these murders were under Russi an t roops, and they 
muti nied aga ins t them and killed the i r c am"!lanier Levitsky. 

. Colonel Arupsk i: We kno.v that t },ey killet Levitsky. .And they tied and 
blir ned h i m, why did they do t:bat if they understooo. their actions, if they knew 
it was not good why did they do so to him'? 

Col onel Morrow: 
agains t t hos e p eople. 

I do now know • I do not know why evi t sky took such troops , 

Colonel Krupski: 1 believe now that we ha. ve a bad situation here. we have 
only as till piece Of territory no:, t ha t is not occupied by Bolsheviks and we must 
work for inprovemen t, all of t h i s r obbe r.v and execution has zmde a different si tua.
tion which mus t be i mproved, tba t 1s why lame out here, to improve this situation. 
Now t ha t t he Kol c hak governrn9:1t bas been turned over to .Ate.man Se.~enoff we will 
try to make an i mprovement. 

Colonel 1iorrcw: There was no trouble in all this country until these Lon
golians came here under Ge .1ercl .1.,evitsk:y, there were no Bolsheviks, now : tell you 
that everybody in the country is against Ata.inan 8emenoff, beca1.1:,e of these Mon
golians who robbed them and killed them, now they are organized and strong and 
powerful, they have got together, and I ~;now and General. Janin kno,1,1s wbat turned 
them against Ataman Semenoff. If you yo .rsel f lived in one of t i1ese little vi l 
lages and these Mongoiians came in and robbed an ., burned your people, what would 
you do? 

Col cnel Krupski: I know now that we must try and improve everything. 

Colonel "-"Or row. H is too late now. I hoped, 1 wanted to believe that 
A.ta.man Semenoff v,,as trying to do something for .he people Of this country, I would 
believe it i:f I saw Bogomoletz and his officers execut ed. 

Colonel Xru.pski= That is the question no.,;-. we must i nvestigate these eon
ditlons,t if we just executed 3og..moletz one rmn would not do much good, we must 
worR tot:,ether, we want you t o help us improve this conditions. 
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Colonel Morrow: General Levitsky was a friend of mine. 1 told him not to 
go out there with the Mongolians, General hlysurra told him not to go, but m went. 
Details of t he murder he was was doing were brought in to me, the people from the 
villages ca.:e und told rra, 1 didn't believe it until 1 sent my own officers out to 
f ind out, I did not believe it possible that anybody could kill and butcher and. 
burn like t he people told. na Levitsky was doing. I sent my ovm officers and found 
it was true. 

Colonel Krupski: I am very sorry that all this is true,. It is clear that 
now we must reorganize our forces to go against the 3o.lsheviks, we must try to im
prove the present situation, t o get a better org2:.11ization. N'ow t hat Kolchak's 
off icers have cnme over to Semenof f' s ccmmand t}.ey will try to orgc..n.ize different 
policies than before. I am a new rmn with this c crrm1an d. I cnme Ju.t to :-:hi ta on 
the 25th of Deo amber , and was s ent out t o find out what was going on. It is very 
disagreeable to hea r of such things going on. However, I am very pleased to have 
met you, Colonel, I thank you. 

Colonel 1.1orrow: Please pardon me if I have said things too st1·ongly for 
yOll , but a ll this murdering and robbery and killing has got into m:,, }leart, I cannot 
help it . I thank you sir, go od night. 

Note: Colonel Arupski did not at tend. i.;he conference mention ad above • 

. JOIDT J .PJ.:~S, 
1st. ~ieut ., Adj utant, 27th Infantry, 

RECORD~." 

0-n. January 22nd the officers and men of the bronevik were turned over to Ge.1er:...l 
Myssura commanding t ha Russi ~n garris on a t Bares ovka. General Myssura agreed that 
neither the Officers nor the man would be released until after the departure of 
the l as t American eohel on fro Verkhne-Udinsk. 'r he sum of 765,1~,84 roubles in 
Russian currency, taken from t he captured train was also turned over to General 
Myssura. (Receipt for the money and pri sone rs is heret o appended marked "J"). 
~se prisoners could no longer be retained b y t he .A.~!l8ricans as the garris an at 
Beresovka was completely evacuated and on the 23rd the entire comnand moved into 
its trains, which wer e then in t he Intendanoia warehouses where the 27th carrped 
during the sumner. One cannot p ass by the incident of this a:nnored train "Destroyer" 
without r ecalling that it was one of the rumored trains which was dri van from the 
American sector in ..i une, 1919. .Also and above everything else, that the t estimony 
taken from t he men of the brone vi.lt itself and from its oanmander General Bogomolet z, 
reveal ed a record of robberies, murder, r apes and crimes, innumerable, s,.1rpa.ss ing 
anything in mordern civil ization. Tµis testimony was given freely and without 
app:irent realizati_on of the v i cious nature ar a trocities disclosed. Also that 
General Bogomoletz co.mnmided nin9 other armor ed trains which were engaged in t he 
same fiendish practices is also unquestioned. The reign of terror which thes e 
a rmored trains created throi.ghout every portion of t he Zai-Baik.al , save that 
guarded by ..ime rican troops, is beyond belief. The i r killings amount , beyond question, 
to three or fo-..u- thousand pa ople and perhaps more. They plundered the country at 
will, and sent t h eir plunder, after takinb f'ull toll . of it themselves, back t o 
the warehouses Of' the master that sent them forth - Semenoff, himself. T1.ese 
armored trains not onl y committed murders themselves but brought thousands of 
prisoners a ~;d innocent people to the slaught er houses Of Makavyeyvo, Adrianovka, 
0loviann~a and Borzia. Here the executions of the monste~ Colonel Stephanoff 
and his German Second in Command, Colonel Friburg, reached a total of perhaps 
10,000 persons . These executions were in full operati on when the Americans first 
came to tha Za1-Baikal and. continued in the territory under the co1ll!mnd of Semenoi"f 
nntil the. AmA.,.in£in<> ;i,..,..,.,.,..-t,.,.il ...... A o ... a ,.+.;11 ~- --------- .. _ ...... ~- --- - - .,, __ _ 
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Tillages ca.::-e and told ma, I didn ' t bel ieve it until I sent my own officers out to 
find out, 1 did not oalieve it possible that anybody could kill and butcher and 
burn like the people told im Levitsky was doing. I sent my own officers and found 
it was true. 

Colonel Krupski: I am very sorry that all this is true,. It is clear that 
now we must reorganize our forc es to go against the Bolsheviks, we mus t try to im
prove the present sit uation, to get a better orgmiization. Now that ·Kolchak's 
officers :bave come over to SemenOf f's c anmand they will try to organize diff erent 
policies than before. I am a new man with this c anmand. I came out to Chi ta on 
the 25th of December, and was sent out to find out wbat was goi~g on. It i s ve ry 
disagreeable t o hear of such things going on. However, I am very pl eased to have 
met you, Col onel, I thank you. 

Colonel Morrow: Please pa rdon me if I have said things too strongly for 
y01.1, but a ll t his murdering and robbery and killing has got into II\Y )leart, I cannot 
help it. I thank you si r, good n ight. 

Note: Col onel Krupski did n ot attend the confe rence mentioned above. 

J OIDf J.AMES , 
1st. ~ieut. , Adjutant, 27th Infantry, 

RECCPiDER. " 

0-a J anuary 22nd the offi c ers and men of the bronevik were turned over to Ge .1er~l 
Myssura comzr.andi~ t he Ru ssi ~n garrison a t Beres ovka. General Myssura agreed that 
neither the off icers nor the men ou.ld be released until after the departure of 
the l ast American eohel on from Var khne -41dinsk. 'fhe sum of 765,1~, 84 roubles in 
Russian cu.rrency, taken from the captured train was also turned over to General 
Myssura. (Receipt for the money and pri s one r s is hereto appended marked "J"). 
These pri soners could no longer be retained by the A'.!18ricans as the garriscn at 
Beresovka was completely evacuated and on the 23rd the e !1tire comrrand moved into 
it s trains , which were then in t he lntendancia warehouses where the 27th oanptd 
during the swmnar. One cannot pass by the im ident of this a nnored train "Destroyer" 
wi thout r ecalling that it was one of t he armored trains whi ch was driven from the 
.American sector in ~une, 1919. Also and above everything e l s e, that the testimony 
taken from t _he men of the brone vil{ itself and from its canmander Gener-...1 Bogomoletz, 
r evealed a record of robberies, murder, rapes and cri mes, i nnumerable, s:.2rpass ing 
anything in mordern civi l i zation. ~is tes t i mony was given freely and without 
ap~rent realizati_on of the v i cious nature of a t rocities disclosed. Also tr.iat 
Gene ral Bogomoletz c omnanded n ins other armor ed trains whic h were engaged in the 
same fiendish practices i s also unqn estioned. ~he reign of t error which these 
armored trains crea ted thr o~hout every portion of the Zai - Baikal , save that 
guarded by ..irre r i ,can troops, is beyond belief. Thl3ir killings amount, beyond question, 
t o three or four thous and people and parlli¥J s more. They plundered the country at 
will, and sent L air p lunder, after takin00 full toll of it themselves, back to 
th e warehouses of the master that sent t hem forth - Semenoff, himself. T::...ese 
armored t rains not only committed murders themselves but brought thousands of 
prisoners a .d innocent peopl e t o the slaughter houses Of 1!.1.kavyeyvo, .ii.drianovka, 
Olovianneya and Borzia. iiere the executions of the monsteF Colonel Ste9hanoff 
and his German Second in Comman d, Colonel .Friburg, reached a total of perhaps 
10,000 persons. These execution s were in full operation when the Americans first 
came to t he Zai -Baikal and cont i nued in the territory under the comrrand of Semenoff 
until t he Ame ricans departed and are 5till in progress to this very day. These 
are facts known t o all man and all nationalities who have ever travelled across the 
Zai-Baikal r a ilroad from filamburia Station to Verkhne-Udinsk. Tnis section of the 
railroad wa s guarded by the Japanese Army and it has never been reported or rumored 
that in any way did L _ey attempt t o hind el' or prevent the fiendish work of Semenoff 
and his fiendish commanders. That nothing of this kind took place in, a.7ld that these 
armored trains were driven from, the Americ a n sector and t:r1at they were never I&r-
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mitted to carry out their work of death and destruction there, is a matter of which 
the 27th lnf'aut ry will al ways be proud, and a. fa.ct that the people of the Zai 
Baikal wi l l l ong rem001ber. '11he numbers of murders, robberies and atrocities can
mit ted from Karimsk:ey'a to Stretinsk and up the .o\mur River by Semenoff armored trains 
and of f ic i als can only be es t imat ed as this was a closed country controlled b;y the 
.il.taman of ths J..mur Cossacks and on to the country controled at Habarovsk by the able 
mu rderi llg a ssi stant of Semenoff, the .ataman Kalmikov, whose pass ion for crimes and 
murder ha s b een previously reported from these headquarters. This extended the sone 
Of Seman.Off' s murders from Lake Baikal to Karimskeya, thence up the .o.mur .niver to 
Haberovsk and on to Vladivostok itself, entirely covering Siberia from Lake Baikal 
t o Vladivo s t ok. (Partial list of testimony and affidavits relating to the annored 
tra ins is a ttached her e to marked "K" under the Head "Testimony relating to the 
armor ed trains Of .At at!lall Sa.."!lenoff . ") The armored train "Destro::;er" itself was so 
compl e t ely di smantl ed as to r ender i ts further use for death and destruction 1m
p ossibJ1.e , and when t h e last Ame r ican exhelon left Verkhne-Udinsk, it remained i n 
t he yards ot the Int endanc ia, a "Destroya r " which was no l onger abl e to d est r oy. 
That .ll.taman Semenoff n ever int ended t o t ry , and will never try, his bloodstained 
subordinate, Gener al Bogomoletz, is beli eved b;-1 every A'::!erican here. Not even 
General Myssura xould keep his promise regarding Bo g·omoletz. On the afternoon of 
the 29th of Jan a ey, j us t bef ore the depm-ture of the la.st American echelon , General 
Bogomole tz was seen riding in th e street s of Verkhne-Udinsk i n t ::e official auto 
mobil e Of t he Headquar t ers ox t he ,mrild Division" in the fit and suitable company 

. of ot her mur ders of Atana.n Semenof:f' . On J a!l:.la.ry 28th the following orders was issued 
and was publi s hed on the 29th of J a nuary: 

RAILWAY GUAP.D 

ORDERS NO. 5 • 

"HEADQU,ffil'~RS TWENl1Y- SEVEITTH INFJ}!TRY 
Ve rkhne -Udinsk , Siberia, J anuary 213, 1920. 

1. Due t o the dep arture Of the Arreric an troops from Verklme-Udinsk and the 
Za i•Ba.i kal sec t or, Maj or Don. s. Col by, R.R.t>.C . , is relieved from duty as Mili ta:ry 
Stat ion Cor.mnandant a.t Verkhne -Udinsk , Siberia . Ef f ective on the departure of tl:e 
t wo American eohel ons nON at t his stati on, Maj or Colby will deliver to the senior 
railr oad official on duty i n Verkhne-Udinsk such orders, seals and records as pei
t a in to t he office Of the 1:ilitary Commandant. 

By order o f Colonel Morrow: 

JORN JAMES, 
1st • Li 81.lt•, 2 7th Infantry, 

Ac ting Adjuta nt. 

This brou.ght to a close the .,.__merio.J.!l guarding of t he sector of the Za.i-Baika.1 rail 
t oad from Varkhne-Udinsk to llysovaya. The American Caomander of this secto r feels 

. that he mu st pay Major jon s. Colby, Lieutenant Byers, Lieutenant Farnsworth , Lieut
enant Fos t er, and otter -R.R.s.c. men in this sector at lease the reward 0£ hi s t hanks 
tor t he splendid services which t h ey alweys so abjy and so c he erfull y r endered to the 
27th I nfantry. Ma jor Colby has been recommended by the Commandin g Off i c er :f'or the 
Dist inguished Servic e filed.al. The splendid s ervices which he r ender e d fully entitle 
hi m to this r eward. The fac t that from the t i me t he Ameri cans took over the guard• 
i ng of this sector unt il t:te clos e of thei r guar din g not one r ail n or one tie was 
eve;r ranoved f r om t he rai lroad, and that, except by the Semenoff ba.nd id i nci dent. not 
one out -guard was ever atta.oked must speak for the success wi th which t he regiment 
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Aiaman or the .b.mur Cossacks and on t o t he country oontroled a t Haba.rovsk by the able 
murd&riJ:\g assistant of Semeno.f f, t he At aman. Kalmikov, whos e p ass ion for crimes and 
murder has been previously rep orted f'rom these headquarters. This ext ended the sone 
ot Semenotf''s murders from Lake .Ba i k.al to Karimskaya , thence up the Amur River to 
Habarovsk and on to Vladivos tOk itself, entirely cover i ng Siberia from Lake Baikal 
to Vladivostak. (Partia l lis t of t estimony and affidavits relating to the armored 
trains is attached hereto marked "K" under the Bead "Testimony relating t o the 
armored trains Of .Atama.n Semenoff .") The annored train "Dest ro:-ver" itself was so 
completely dis mantled as to render its further use for deuth and dest ruction im
possibJle, and when the las t American e:xhelon left Verkhne-Udinsk, it remained in 
t he yards Of the Intendanc ia, a "Destroyar" wbich was no longer able to destroy. 
That taman Semenoff never intended to t ry , and will never try, his bloodstained 
sub ordinate, General Bogomole tz , i s believed by every Ame rican here. Not even 
General Myssur::.. xould keep his pr omi se r egarding Bogomolatz . On the aft ernoon of 
the 29th of J@l aey, just before t he departure of the las t Arr.e rican echelon, General 
Bogomole tz was seen riding in the streets Of Verkhne-Udinsk in t r.a official auto
mobile of the Headquarters of the 111Vild Divisi on" in the fit and su itable c ompany 
of ot her murders of Atamn Semenoff. On J anuary 28 th the foll owing orde r s was issued 
and was published. on the 23th of January: 

RAILWAY GUAFJ> 

ORDERS NO. 5. 

"HEAro],ffiT~RS TWEN'l'Y-SEVEN'2 H INFANTRY 
Verkhne-Udinsk, Siberia, Januar.v 28 , 1920. 

l. Due to t he departure Of the Arrarican troops from Verkhne -Udinsk and the 
Za i•Baikal sector, Maj or Don. s. Colby, R.R.s.c., is relieved from duty as Mili tary 
Station Comnandant a.t Verkhne-Udinsk , 3iberia. Effective on the departure of tle 

· two .Americ an echal ans now a t this station, Major Colby will deliver to the senior 
railr oad of'ficial on duty i n Verkhne-Udinsk such orders, seals and records as per
tain to the offic e Of the A1ilitary Commandant. 

By order of Colonel Korrow: 

JOHN JAMES, 
ls t. Liw t., 27th Infantry, 

A.ct ing Adjutant• 

This brought to a close t1ie ..-.:~eric--:.n guarding ,:;, f the sector of the Za.i-Ba.ikal rail
toad from Varkhne-Udinsk to Uysoveya.. l'he A.~ericn.n Caor-1ander of this sector feels 
that he must pazr N.ajor ~on s. coroy, Lieutena.,-it Byers, Lieutenan;; Farnsworth, Lieut
enant Foster, and ot:OOr R.R.s.c . men in ttis sector at lease the reward of his thanks 
for tt.ie splendid services which tbey always so abJy and so cheerfully rendered to the 
27th Infantr-,y. Major Co1by bas been recommended by the Commanding Officer for the 
Distinguished Service l...edal. 'i1he splendid services which he rendered fully entitle 
him to this reward. The fact that from the time t tje Americans took over the guard
ing of this sector until tte close of their guarding not one rail nor one tie was 
eve:r rem oved from the railroad, and that, except by the Ser.ienoff bandid incident, not 
one out-guard was ever attacked must sp ea.k for the success with which the regiment 
guarded the railroad. (.'.,.nd also must carry a deeper rraaning, the fact that no 
attack was ever made against the railroad is the ~~11 proof tr.at the peasants of 
the country and the people Of the country itself, knew that in the American eommand 
they had found friends and protectors, and that the American Command had saved this 
sector, at least, from the unspeakable crimes a.nd horrors of the annored trains am. 
barbarities Of the forces of Ata.man Semeno.f:f ). Ever;7 s actor of the Amur railroad 

and every sector of ti:i.e Trans-Siberian railroad to t·· e east and west of the American 
-61-

The
  F

ils
on

  H
ist

ori
cal

  S
oc

iet
y



sector md been continually attacked and co11tinually interrupted. 'l'hat no attack 
or no interruption of the railroad occurred in the American sector sp eaks for itself 
an d requires no argur.1en.t to establish the correctness and justness of t h e methods 
amplo:yad by the American Command to secure a. safe .s:.nd uninterrupted opero.tion of the 
railroad. 

The Evaouati on of the .L,.merican Forces from Verkhne-Udinsk. 

25. On Janua:cy 5th an order was received from the headquarters of the J.merica.n 
E:xpeditionary Forces, Siberia, directing the complete evacuation of all troops from 
the American sector at the earL est po ssible date. Tb.is order found the command in 
garrison at Beresovka and two c ompanies with t heir out-guards at various stations 
from Berasovka to Mysw~a, a. d istance o£ llO miles. The forces to be evacuated 
consisted Of' 1,871 men and 284 animals. The Za.i-Baikal railroad at this t i im had 
almost ceased to function as a railroa d, due largely to the crimes committed against 
the enployees by the azmored trains of il..taman Semenoff and continual interference 
by Semenoff's military commandants with any reasonable or sensible operation of the 
r a ilroad. The American Command, in order to get wocd for itself, was f orced to give 
woed to the railroad and several times before the evacuation was ccmpleted gave from 
15 to 25 carloads to save a complete shutdov.n in power . The railroad yards at Verkhne
Udinsk end Beresovka were completely bl ocked. To transport the American Comnand re
quired 380 cars whioh were arranged in 8 echelons of approximately 47 cars each. 
It was in the middle of the Siberian winter , and before the evacuation w~ completed, 
the t h ermome t er registered at Verkhne -Udinsk. 62½ degrees below !Zero.. The cars for 
the transpor t a tion of the men o£ t be command rad to be d011ble-walled an d double floor
ed as they were nothing but common Russian or American box cars which could not for 
a moment be expected to stand such intense cold. Stoves bad to be provided fo r each 
car and woed racked high on the top of every _car to provide fuel on a ra ilroad already 
struggling against a most serious fuel shortage. Also extra. cars l oaded with wood 
bad to be carried on each echelon a s a reserve supply. Every echelon took 90 days 
rations and :forage as the conditions of the railroad and the s i tuati on from a mili
tary s t andpoi nt did not warrant a movement of troops with less supplies or rations, 
an d it is to be rememvered that the distance from Mys ovaya to Vladisvostok is 1820 
miles. The :first echelon consisting of Fiel d Hospital No. 4, and 60 sick, Company 
"B" and 14 Red Cross nurses, lef t Varkhne-udinsk January 16th; s econd echelon, 
Oompanies " I 11 and "1° , January 17th; third echelon, Head.quarters Company and Col7\Pany 
"A"; January 24th; fourth echelon, Supply Secti on, J anuary 24th; fifty echelon, 
Supply Section, January 25th; sixth echelon, Companies . ''K" and 11M", January 26th; 
seventh e chelon, Supply train and Military police, January 26th. On January 23rd 
it was :found that an American Red Cross echelon from the wes t was a t 1t7sovaya and 
could not get t h rough the olockaf,i.e at t nat place, and on January 25th it was _ learned 
that still another echelon containing Red Cross personnel bad also arrived at Mysovaya. 
It was determined to hold up the evacuation of the troops until these two echelons 
could be brought to Verkhne-U<linsk, combined and run as one echelon, preceding the 
last .American troop ·echeloh. Two large decaped. engines were s ent from Verkhne-
Udiusk to N.iysovaya for this purpose and the first Red Cr os s echelon was brought 
into the Intend.ancia yards on the morning of the 26th, the sec ond echelon , mixed 
British and red cross, arrived on the night of the 27th. The Red Cross echelons 
wer e then switched together and f1>1fflled into a sing.i.e echelon and departed for 
Vla.divostok on the a fternoon o£ January 29th. Th9 last and r emaining echelon, 
Colonel Morrow Commanding, departed from Verkhne-udinsk a t 10:40 P.M. Ja.nua17 29th. 
This echelon carried Regimental Headquarters , Machine Gun Col7\Pany and the one-
pounder plat oon of t h e Headquarters Company. 
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railroad. 

The .Evac uation of the .Ame rican Fore es f rom Ve rkhne -Udinsk. 

25. On Janua.iy 5th an order was rece ived from the lleadquart er s of t he Ameri can 
E.xpe di t ionary Forces, Si beria, directing t he ~omplet~ eva cuation of all troops from 
the .Ame ric an sector a t the earl iest po ss ible date. This order found the command in 
garri son a t Berasovka. and ~ c ompanies with t heir out -gu.ards at various s t ations 
f r om Beresovl{:a t o l:Tys ov~a, a distanc e of 110 miles. The forces to be evacuated 
cons i s t ed of 1,871 men an d 284 an i mal s. The Zai-Baika l railroad a t this time had 
almost c eased to f unc t ion as a railroa d, due largely to the crimes o cmmit t ed agai nst 
the e:npl oyees by t he rum ored train s of Atama.n Semenoff and continual inter f erence 
by Semen of f 's mi lit ary commandant s wi th e.ny r easonable or sensible operation of the 
r a ilroa d. Th e ·.ci..me rioan Cormnand, i n order to get wo od :for it self, was forced to give 
wo <d. to t he r ailroad and s ever al times before the evaouati on was c anpleted gave from 
15 to 25 carl oads to save a compl e t e shut dom in p ow r. The r a ilroad yards at Verkhne
Udinsk and Beresovka were c omplet ely bl ooked. To transp ort t he American Comnand re
quired 380 cars which were arranged in 8 echelons of approximately 4 7 cars each. 
It was in the mi dd l e of the Sib erian winter , and before the evaouation waa comple ted, 
the ther mome ter r egist e red a t Verkhne - Udinsk 62½ degree s be l ow zero. The cars for 
the transpor t ation of t he men of t }:a command rad t o b e d Ollble-walle d and double floor
ed as they wer e nothing but c ommon Russian or American box ca r s which could not for 
a moment be e xpected to s tam s uch intens e c old. S toves had to b e provided for e ach 
car and wooo. r acked hi gh on the t op of every _car t o pr ovi d e fuel on a r a ilroad a lready 
s trugglin g aga inst a mos t s er i ous fuel shor t age. Al so e xtra oars l oaded with wood 
had. to b e carried on e ach echelon a s a r eserve supp ly. Every echelon took 90 days 
r ations a nd forage as the cond i tions of t he r a ilroa d and the si t uati on from a mili
tary standpoint did not wa r rant a movement of t roop s with less supplie s or rations ~ 
an d it is to be rememvered t hat the distance from liys ovaya to Vladis vo st ok is 1820 

• mil es . The firs t echelon consisting of Fi el d Hospital No. 4, and 60 sick , Company 
"B" and 14 Red Cross nur ses, left Verkhne- ""dinsk J .. muary 16th; second echelon, 
Companies "I" and "L", J anuary 17th; third echelon, Headquarter s Company and Company 
"A"; January 24th ; four th echelpn, Supply Sec ti on , Jarr..m.ry 24th; fifty echelon, 
Supply Section, J anuary . 25th; s ixth e chelon, Compan ies "K" and "M" , J anuary 26th; 
seventh e che lon, Supply tra in and Military police , Ja.nua1y 26th. On J a nuary 23rd 
it ms f ound tha t an American Rea Cross ech el on f rom the west was at lt,s ova.ya and 
could no t g e t tl:r ough t he blockaµ.& at t hat place , and on January 25th i t was learned 
that still another eche l on containing Red Cross p ersonnel had also arrived at Mysovaya. 
It was detennine d to hold up the eva.cuati on of the troops until these two echel ons 
could be brought to Verkhne -Ud insk , c ombi n ed and run as one echelon , preceding the 
l ast ..ame ric a n troop e cheloh. Two large decaped engines were sent from Verkhne-
Udinsk t o ?ays ovaya for t h is purpose and the first Red Cross echelon was brought 
into the I nt endancia yards on the morning of the 26th, the second echel on, mi x ed 
British <illd red cross , arrived on the night of the 27th . The Red Cross echelons 
were then switched together and f1>anned into a. sing _e echelon and departed for 
Vladivostok on the a f ternoon of January 29th . 2he last a.~d remaining echelon, 
Colonel 1:orrow Commanciing, departed from Verkhne-udinsk at 10:40 P. M. January 29th. 
This eohelon carried Regimentcl Eeadqua.rters, :.::achine Gun Company and the one-
p ounde r pla t oon of the Headq·-larters Company. 

26. To the very last the ...;.r:ierica.n Corm::and retained its control of the city 
am the railroad l..nd t Le evacuation of the .-_merican troops, as well as al:L the 
Re·i Cross units and the R. R.s.c., was complete, save for ~,jor Gol by and three 
ot.be,r officers of the R.R.s.c., who remainEn behind at ~he direct request of 
General Janin to assist t he Czecho-Slov.:.ks in t}:eir eva.:::uat i oi;. from the west. 

27 • The Eegi:n-Jntal Comrnander di,sires to express the t:b.o.nks of the officers 
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and men of ths regiment to t:r. Chan i'/tllac e of the ".x,.erican Red Cross for his 
splendid assistance to the regime.,."1.t which was always mst cheerfully rendered and 
which greatly added to the comf ort and welfare of the conmBnd. By his unfail i ng, 
kindness and r eact, sympatey ha endeared himself to the Fussi 811 people throughout 
the Ameriean sector, as well as to the officers and ~ ri of the regiment. n.nd 
to Mr• Marmaduke Clarke of t he U.:M.C.A., f or h is splendid.services rander ed to the 
regiment throughout its s t ay in Verkhne-Udi nsk a.-rid Beresovka; for the erection in 
the camp a t Verkhne-Udinsk of a sp l endi d out door theater; for the construction 
and maintenance at Ber esovka of the most beautiful T!.~.r.c.A. buildings in Siberia 
or in any other place occupied by ;._merican troops during the war; for efficient 
~lld able service rendered in athletics and for an untiri ~ and unceasing work on 
behal f' of the enlisted men of the regiment . 

28. Despite the insidious and heavily financ13d propaganda conducted against 
the k.mericans pri or co their arri val at Verkhne-Udinsk, the Rus si an population 
very soon l earned to know and appreciate the Americans as friends . During the 
su.nrner months they filled the i!.l?lerican canp, and every nieht from a thousand 
to fifteen hundred men , women an children attended tr...e open-air theatre and mov 
ing picture show established by the .A.merioans in the ca.mp at Verkhne-Udinsk . The 
general feeling of the people can be judged from the following letter: 

Verklme-Udinsk, 
City Hall, 

Jan. 16, 1920. 
No. 191. 

Verkhne-Udinsk. 

c. H. Morrow, 
Colonel, 27th u.s. Inf'ai:ii ry. 

Much respected Colonel: 

There is spread all over tte city a very sad news , tha.t yo""J. ancl the trusted 
to you 27th u. s . Infantry, a re going to leave our city for a new station of service. 

Under the influence of this news , the Verkhne-Udinsk City t..dminis trati on as 
an i ns titution trusted with the confideroe of the citizens cannot deny i tself the 
pleasure to express farnkly and straight all the senti roonts (feelings) which disturbs 
our minds at present i n connection wi tp your departure. 

The sincere desire to help our lllllCh suffering count ry in its hard times with 
all means and ways at your disposal, your wann and friendly int erest in the needs 
Of the poor and hard-favored an d t o the la.st the cons t.ait desire to preserve order 
and right - these were the most striking points, which accompanied all your untiring 
and energet ic activity in the city of Venchne-Udi nsk. Following firmly that :policy, 
you ·mao.e your brave men and officers follow that Sam3 policy, beginnilig from the 
highest ranking officer to the private i nclusive. 

No won der that the local citizens were quickly in sympatby ·with you and 
your regi me nt a.nQ bee~ accustomed to see in every .American soldi er a real defender, 
protector and sincere friend . No wonder, tr.at, when in trouble, all of us , without 
nes itation, went to you for help , knowing that we would not receive a cold refusal. 
NON, no wonder , t hat the parting with you fills our hearts with sorrow. But to
gether with this s orrow, th~re burns a glowing flame of deE!P gra titude to you for al.l 
the good· and fine things you ·have done for us . 

And the Velkhne-Udinsk City Adminis tration in name of all citizens cordially 
request you., mu.ch respected Oolcnel, to accept this gratitude and thanks and also 
a farewell regard wi t h the bes·t and most good wishes. . 

The name of Colonel o. H. Morrow will rema in in the mamory i>orever of ti.& 
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kindnSSS ~Q r&a.:i;f sylII_pS.tey ne 8ll0.6areu J:U.)ll.':Si:,.u. \IV uuo .,. u~o.._,.._. 1:'"' "1:'-" v•---o--• - -• 

the .;.merica.n sector, as well as to the offic ers and mim o:r the regiment. And 
to :ur. llarmaduke Clarke of t he U.M.C.A., for his splendidservices rendered to the 
regiment throughout its stay in Verkhne-Udinsk and Beresovka ; for the erection in 
the camp at Verkhne-Vdinsk of a sp lendid outdoor theater; fo r the construction 
and maintenance at Beresovka of the most beautiful l!'. M.C.A. buildings in Siberia 
or in any other plaoe occupied by A-merican troops du.ring the war ; f'1Z' efficient 
i;.nd. able service rendered in athletics aid for an untiri~ and unceasing work on 
behalf ' of the enlis t ed men of the reg iment. 

28. Despi te the insidious and heavily financ ed propaganda conduct ed against 
the Americans p rior " o thei r arrival at Verkbne-Udinsk , the Russi an population 
very soon l earned to know and appreciat e the .Americ ans as friends. During the 
S11nrner mont hs t hey f illed the Ame rican canp , and every night :f'rom a thousand 
to fii"t een hundred men, women an children a ttended tha open-air theatre and mov
ing picture sh ow establ ishad by the Americans in the camp at Verkhna-Udinsk. The 
general feeling of the people can be judged from the fol lo.ving letter: 

V erklme--U di nsk, 
City Hall , 

Jan. 16. 1920. 
No. 191. 

Verkhne-Udinsk . 

c. H. Morrow, 
Colonel , 27th u.s. Infantry. 

Muc h respected Colonel: 

There is spread all ov er tf-.e city a very sad news, t"r1at you and the trusted 
to you 27th u. s. In£antry, a re going to leave our city for a new station of service. 

Under the influence of this De , the Verkhne-Udinsk City ~dministration as 
an i ns titution trus t ed wi th the confidenc e of .he citizens cannot deny itself t h e 
pleasure to express f a rnkly and straight all the sent i ments (feelings) which distm·bs 
our minds a t present i n connection wi tp y our departure. 

The sincere desire to help our much s uffering country in its hard times with 
all means and ways at your disposal, your wann and fr iendly interest in the needs 
Of t he poor and hard-favored and to the last the conE t.ant desire to preserve order 
and right - these were th e mos t striking points, which accompanied all your untiring 
and energetic aotivity in the city of Ve:rkhne ..Udi nsk. :i.i'ollowing firmly that policy, 
you·_made your brave men and officers foll o.v that saioo policy, b eginning from the 
highest ranking offic er to t:i1e pri vat e i ncl usive. 

No wonder t hat . the loaal citizens were quickly in sympathy with you and 
your regiment and b eoame accustomed to see in every American soldier a real defender, 
protector and s incere fri end. No wonder, tr.at, when in trouble, all of us, without 
hesitation, went to you fo r help, knowing thst we would not receive a cold refusal. 
No.v, no wonder, tt,at t he parting with you fills our hearts with sorrow. But to
gether with this sorrow, there burns a glowing flame of de~ gratitude to you for all 
t be go oi and fi ne things you have done for us. 

And the Veixhne-Udinsk City 11.dminis trati on in name of all citizens cordially 
request y ou, much respected Col .. nel, to accept t his grati tud.e and thanks and also 
a farewell regard with the best a.i1d most good wishes. 

The name of Colonel C. H. Morrov: will remain in the rmmory forever of tl:a 
Verkhne-Udinsk citizens. '.;.'hey will also nev ·r forget the glorious 27th u. s. 
Infantry. 

City 11.?.yor NJcolski. 

t:embers of the City .ddmini strati on. 
1. Starcoff, 
C. ;:rodelr:ian. 
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and the follov1ing letter of the Zemstvos: 

tt:Minut es Of Protocol No. 3, Confere:no e of Verkhne-Udinsk County, Zemskaya, 
City Hall., January 16th, 1920. 

Present: Chairman R. v. Ksen.j opolski, 
Members y. P. Girchenco, 

A. L. Zrajevski, 
Sec'y I. . Anikyn. ~i.• 

Reported: 1. Report of t1:e Chairma.11 about the transfer of the A.rnerican Hospital 
no. l to the Zems tvo as a gift. 
Decided: 'i1o express in tm nane of the county population its thanks for the 
valuable g ift of American J:&Ople in the parson of their representatives: Chief 
of the Siberian Delegation Major Eversole and Colonel t:orrow , Comna .1d.ing the 
.Ame rica n Tro ops. To inform the entire population of the couty of the gift. To 
request Maj or Eversole an.cl Col onel MorrON to leave at Zemstvo for tha hospital 
thei r pio ures and their own h and writ t en signa.tu2·es. ':i:o name the Ver.khne-Udinsk 
Zemskaya Hospital Red Cross Hospit al., ami. to be used for the poor population of 
the county . li.. copy of the f ollowi ng decision to be sent to the ,i.rnerican Govern
nant and p eople for informati on th rough Mc.jor Eversole and Colonel 1.:orrow. The ori
ginal with the p r oper signature. 

·True Copy. 
County Zemskaya City Hall 

Secretary's Signature. " 

and the order from the Second :.:nitar.1 District of the Zai-3aikal Province: 

" 0PJ)3R 

To t he 2nd ,;.~ilitary Di s trict of Zai-Baikal Province. 

Verkhne-Udi nsk • No. 11. October 14th, 1919. 

Octobe r 9th, 1919, I togath3r with me!cibers of the bureau, the Commit tee t o 
help tr.a s i ek am wounded, visited the Verkhne-U<il.nsk Hospit al of the American Rea. 
Cros s , which is at the Main Stret in the buildi~ fonnerly oc cupied by Vtorov & 
Sons ' St are. 

With a. surprising rapi<il.ty and .attent ion together with a friendly and co
opar a ti ve spirit almost in one week was established out of this store a wonderful 
hospital. 

Questioning the sick in the hos: ital not one bad any claim.5 nor hints for any 
dissatisfaction nor complaints w:r.atsoever. l1he ,: ickare perfectly satisfied with 
the regine and rules Of tl:.e hospital. The sick are well taken care of, everywhere 
is most wonderful order, ple:1ty of rmdicament s, unierwear and immense depot of 
provisions. Excellent food - Next to the hospital is established a free di spens~y 
f or sick peopl e, where daily come hundreds of people to g e t medica.l treatment, the 
sick a re als o furnished f ree vri th n&dic ine. 

It i s vezy pleasa.It to see such hearty and friendly r elat i ons towards 
therefore I oons ider it a plea sant duty to not e the above said :rnd sincerel J,· 
the represent atives of the Amerio an peopi e in the pe r s on of; the inspirer of 

us , 
thank 
all 
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- --· ---y - - - . 
Present: Chairmai R. v. Ksenjopolski, 

~.!eni>ers v. P. Girchenco, 
A. L. Zra.j evski, 

Sec'y 1. A. Anikyn. 

Reported: 1. Repor t of the Chairman ab01lt the transfer 0£ the .Amer:ic an Hospital 
No. 1 to the Zems tvo as a gift. 
Decided: To expres s in the nane Of the oounty popula tion its thanks for the 
valuable gift of .Americ an p! ople in the p erson of their repre sentativ es : . Ch ief 
ot the Siberian Delegation Jlajor Eversole and Colonel Morrow, Co!III'.andi ng t he 
.American Troops. To info rm the ent i r e population of the couty of the gift . To 
requ st Major Eversole and Colonel Morro.v to leave at Zemstvo for the hospital 
their p. ctures an d t he ir own hand wri ttan signatures . To name the Verlchne-Udinsk 
Zernskaya Hospital. Red Cross Hoopital., and to b e used for the poor population of 
the county. A co:py, of the following deoision to be sent to the American Govern
n:ant and people for information through rt.a jor Eversole and Colonel Morrow. The ori
ginal with the p roper signature. 

True Copy. 
County Zemskaya Cit~· Hall 

Secretary's Signature. " 

and the order from the Second ~ilitar; District of t he Zai-Baikal Province: 

"ORDER 

To the 2nd Military District of ta.i-Baikal Provime . 

. Verkhne - Udins.k . No. 11 • October 14th, 1919 . 

October 9t~ 1919, I together with me:'ibers oi' the bureau, the Colll!littee to 
help the siek and wounded, visited the Verkhne-Udinsk Hospital of the Ame rican Red 
Cross, which is at the M~in Stret in the. bu ilding f ormerly occupied by Vtorov & 
Sons ' Stora. 

7lith a surpr1s1ng rapidity and attention toge ,.her with a f riendly and co
operati ve spirit almost in one week was established out of this store a wonderful 
hosp ital. 

Quest ionint; the sick in the hos, -ita.l not one bad any claims nor hints for any 
d.issatis:t'acti on nor complaints wr. at soever. The ,, ick are perfectly satisfied with 
the regine and rules of t:te hospital. The sick are well taken care of, everywhere 
is most wo~derful order, ple:1ty of rmdicament s, umerwear and im:nense depot of 
provisions. Excellent food - Next to the hosp,;, ta.l is established a free dispens~y 
for sick people, where daily come hundreds of people to get medical treatment, the 
sick are also furnished free with n:edic ine. 

It is very pleasc..1i; to see such hearty and friendly rektions towards us , 
therefore I consider it a plea.sent duty to note the above said :....nd sincerel ;: thank 
the representatives of the American peopJJe in the person of ; the inspirer of all 
good beginnings, Colo !1el Morrow, under whose im .adiate supervision a:nd personal 
instructions, witt his so natural energy, the hospital was built. ,'.,.lso Doctor 
3ucl:er, filiss iJclntire and the entire hospital person:1el, who work so ha.rd for the 
good of the hosp ital and for their s;:mpathy to the needs of the sick and wounded. 

!.!ilit ary Governor; 
!.!a.jor General Mejack , 

City C onr:ai dan t; 
Colonel Ivushkevi tz.n 
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That this protection and gocd feeling extended to trt.:i people of all r ac es is shOIVll 
by the following letter: 

"Colonel c. H. :Morrow, 
27th u. s. Infantry, 
Exp ed.i tionary Forces in .:3iberia.. 

The Verkhne - Udinsk Branch of the Ea.st -Siberian Chinese National Union hereby 
brings to you, dear Colonel, tbe most si::cers tLanks for the protection offered 
to subjects of t: ie Chinese Republic, residing a.t Verkhne- Ud.insk am its suburbs , who 
were all the time without an official rt!)resentative. Expressing its gratitude to 
you for the prot eoti on, the Uni_on sincerely believes t1'..at in the future, you , dear 
Colonel, wi l l offer as well, proteoti on to subjects of China. 

Verkhne-Udins~, January 14th, l9a:>. 

President: Tin- lan-ven; Vice-? resident: Tin-viley ; ~embers of the Administration, 
Fin-zin-lin, Un- hoshyn, Fu.-cei- tsai, Ko-si-ho , Kan- ho-nish, Un- tai~ :hesh, Tan- ha.n-cia, 
Tam-sll?l- ohan , Kun- hosh, U-shen-ho, Cin-11 -u, Dzi -fyn-hi n , lch-cen, Can-il"lll.ll. " 

28 . rhe Com:randing Officer desires to express to Mr . Chanan Silverman his 
high appreciati on of a sp l endid service al mys cheerfully and accu.rat_ely rendered. 
Mr . Silv ennan as the Russian English interpreter of t i1e Headquarters was called upon 
at all hours of t he oay and night. His spl~ndid a.ttainr.Jents as an interpreter, his 
sterl111?; honesty, his devotion to America and ..umriea ' s cause am i deals, won for him 
the respect, c onfidence and admiration of all. In any success that might have f11.lled 
to the regiment. Mr. Silver:-an oertai nly is entit led t o a lar ge share of the credit . 

29. In J un e Red Cross echelons began to pass thro~h Ver khn e-Udi nsk bound for 
the wes t . La te i n c.iuly three Red Cros s eehelons reached Irkutsk and were lying in 
the yards at that place unable to secure quarters f or t he female personnel . The Red 
Cros s repor t ed t he situati on to the .Ameri can Commander and r e quest ed that he provide 
quarters for 5 Red Cross officers and 25 Red Cross nurses in the camp at Verkhe•Udi nsk. 
This was gladly done. A complete camp was established fo r the nurses wit::h. rmss hall, 
kitchen, ba.th- hO.lSe, tee. , near the ma.in ca.np . ?he officers were furnished tents on 
t he Staff line . ~ large buildi~ on the min s t reet of Verkhne -Ud insk which had form
erly beE11 used as a wholesale a:id retail department store was secured for th e use of 
the Red cross as a hospital. This building was r ap idly placed in excellent shape 
for hospital purposes. Sixty Austrian war :prisoners ere secured by the Commanding 
Offioer , placed under g.iard of American soldiers, and turned over t o the Red Cro ss 
fo r their various purposes . The .1:>.rmy in every WFJ:3 assist ed the Red Cross , giving 
thf3n rolling kit ehens, -0ot s, mattresses and na tt r ess eovers, a s well as selling to 
to them all necessities they required. When the weather became cold enough to r e
quire thei r us e, fur oaps and gL..ves , sheepskin coats and artic over shoes were a lso 
furn ished. On .dUgust 28th the following t elegram was received: 

"Irku.t sk , Siberia• Colonel Morrow, Verldme -Udinsk. 
Have decided t o evacuate to the eastward of ~he tunnel sector all fe m:...le 
personnel now west of Baikal. Am sooding thir ty-one nurses t o Verldme
Udinsk tonight• Please inform Buche r reqmst i:rv:; that he provide quarters 
a t hospit al. Also of tl. e probability of t he early a rriva l of an addition
al thirty female personnel . If in;practica.ble to send additional personnel 
to Verkhne-Udinak k i ndly a dvi se me im.~ediately. Conditions to west 
critical . Greatly ap preciat e your valuable assistance and hear ty coopera
tion. 

M9.n get" . 
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27th :J. s. Inf'antry, 
hpedi tiona.ry Forces in Siberia . 

The Verkhne -Udinsk Branch of the East-Siberian Chinese National Union hereby 
brings to you., dear Colonel, the mos t simere thanks for the protection offered 
to Sllbjects o-r the Chinese Republic, res iding a t Verkhne-Udinsk am its suburbs, who 
were all the time without an official r epresentative. .Expressing its gratitude to · 
you for the :protection, the Uni_on s i ncerely believes t hat i n the future, you, dear 
Colonel, will o:ff'er as well, protecti ou to subj~cts of China. 

Verkhna-Udins~, J anuary 14th, l9 a:> . 

President: Tin-la n-ven; Vice-l>resident: Tin-viley; Members of the A.riministrati on, 
Fin-zin-lin, Un-hoshyn, Fu-cei-tsai , Ko-si-ho, Kan-ho-nish, Un-tai!'" ·hash, Tan-han-ci11, 
Tam-sum-ohan, Ku.n-hosb., U-sh.en-ho, Cin-11-u, Dzi-f'yn-hin, lch-can, Can-1"'111•" 

28. The Co1mnanding Officer desi res to express t o l!r. Chanan Silverman his 
high appreciation of a splendid service always cheerfu.lly and accurat_ely r endered. 
Mr• Silverman as the Russian English interpreter of the Headquarters was called upon 
a t all hours of the day and night. His splendid attainments as an interpreter, his 
sterli~ honesty, his devotion to America and .im»rica•s c ause a m ideals, won for him 
the r espect , c onfidence and ad.1TJira.tion of all. In any success that might have f'.::.lled 
to the regiment , !.Ir. Silver--an certainly is entitled to a large share ot the credit. 

29. In Jun e Red Cross echel ons began t ·o pas s thro~h Verkh.ne-Udinsk bound for 
the est . La te in July three Red Cros echelons reached Irkutsk and were lying in 
the yards a t that place unable to secure qu ters for t he female p ersonnel. The Red 
Cross rep or ted the situation to the American Commander and reques ted t hat h e provide 
q11arters for 5 Re d Cross officers and 25 Red Cross nur ses in the camp at Verkhe-Udinsk. 
This was gl a dly dOne. A complete c amp was established for the nurses wit~ zmss hall, 
kitchen , bath-ho·,lSe, tee., near the mai n canp. i'he off' c ars were furnished tents on 
th Staff line . A l a rge buildiIJg on tr~ JIB.in street of Verkhne-Udinsk which had form
erly been used as a wholesale and retail department store was secured for the use of 
the Red Cfoss as a hospita l. This building was rc:q:>idly placed in excellent shape 
fo r hospital purposes. Sixty Aust rian war prisoners were secured by the Comr.micling 
0££ioer, placed unde r guard of Ame1~ica.n soldiers , and turned over to the Red Cross 
for theirva.ri ous purp oses . The Army i n everywa;y assisted tbe Red Cross, giving 
than rolling kitchens, cots, matt resses and mt tress covers, as wel 1 as selling to 
to them all nacessi ti es they required. When the weather became cold enough to re
quire their use, fur oaps and gloves, sheepskin coats and artic overshoes were also 
furnish eds On august 28th the fo llow i ng telegrciJD was received: 

"Irkutsk, Sioeria• Colonel Morrow, Verkhne-Udinsk. 
Hav e decided to evacuate to the eastward of the tum1el sector all fe'I'c:..le 
personnel now west Of.' Baikal. .:.m s 1:m.ding thirty-one nurses to Verkhne
Udinsk tonight. Please inform Bucher reqmst ing that he provide quarters 
at hospital • .A.lso of tl.e probability of the early arrival of an addition
al thir t.y female person,1el . If i~racticable to send addi tioaal personnel 
to Verkhne-Udinsk kindly advise me immediately. Conditions to west 
critical. Greatly appreciate your valuable assistance and. hearty coopera
tion. 

Y.anget". 

Major .uangat was im•'ledi ately te.1egraphed t.o send. ~he thirty - one nurses and the 
additional thirty nurses and tr.at ti1ey would be accommodated in the camp and the 
regiment would make them crufortable. On ,;.ugust 29th the first thirty-one nurses 
arrived and early in s~pterr:ber the r':mlaining thirty nurses reached the ca.mp. The 
camp had already been enlarged to acco~mnodate th"'m and everything possible was done 
for their comfort. The e:'fec: of r..aving thes13 ;: ; .r ,:; ~ J L1 the camp was most excellent 
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and they did much to rais~ the morale of the regiment. .addit ional buildings were 
secu r ed in ·the city t :,r t1'.e Commanding Officer for hospitals and quarters for t h e 
nurses . HO'IVever, they were not utilized at this tirre as in a few days the policy 
or the Red Cross changed and by far t:ti.e lar ger part of the female personnel was re
turned to Irkutsk and the west. They were la t ar sent back Verkhne-Udinsk, then re
turned to I rkutsk and then finally r e turned to Ve!'khne-Udinsk in December, some 
thirty being· le ft in Irlrut sk to be caugh t i n t J::.e revolution on December 24th at 
that place. This last unit arrived at Verkhne -Udinsk in the early part of Jm. u.a.:. y 
and as finally evacuat ed from tmt point. It can but be ad'llit ted that the con
tinual movillg backwards and forwa r ds by the Red Cross caused the greatest confusion 
and r es ulted in a. great loss of efficiency, and in a large way prevented this noble 
an d efficient body or women from performing the great work they were so c upable of, 
and s o g r eatly desired to perform. 

30. In October 1919, cases of influenza began to appear in the regiment am 
in Ifovember the disease becarre epidemic. The disease wa.s at and just prior to this 
time epidemic in the J apanes e garrison v.hich immediately joined the American gar
rison. Every prevent itive measure known to th 2 Surgeon or to the Commanci.ing Officer 
was at onc_e put into effect. The pos t exchange rest .s.:urant an ci. the -».M.C.A. were 
closed; man were prohibi ted from assembling i n groups 1=:.Ud from entering public places; 
no man was permitted to leave the garris en unless on official business; shelter halves 
were hung between the cots of t he man , thus making a. cubicle for ea.ch tmnJ cutrains 
were hung through the canter Of the tables during mass; the throats of officers and 
men were sprayed three tim s daily; argyrol wa.s d ro1iped in the eyes of all officers 
and nen three times daily; double timing and other violent exercises out ~ doors 
were st opp ed.; mess kits wer e plunged into boiling water before and ~ft er meals; this 
latter precaution_ bad bee n in effect since the arrival of the regir:ent at Verkhne
Udinsk. In spite of these precauUons and the efforts of the nedical officers, the 
disease spread a.nd many mm ,-,ere lost . Just a short time prior to this most of the 
experienced men Of the hlediaal Department on duty with the regiment had been relieved 
and sent to the United States; they were replaced by r eorui t s having no knowledge of 
their duties and totally unfi t to be trusted with serious cases of any nature. .,,_s it 
was known that at this time there were more .American trained n . .n-ses in the Red Cross 
hospital at Verkhn•-Udinsk than could be used and the medical Of ficers had found it 
impossibl e t o effectively combat the disease with the untrained me dical personnel 
under their OOJilllJa!ld , the Commanding Offi cer request ed that twelve n,1rses be sent to 
the Regimental hospital (Field Hospital lfo. 4 ) for dll ty . These nurses were promptly 
furnished and at once ~entered upon their duties . The effect or their work and their 
presence was almost immediately apparent and wHhin a month the ep idemic was over. 
The services Qf these American glrls can not be too highly commended; wit hout t heir 
highly trained services m.ey of the men now living would undoubtedly have died of 
the i nfluenza. 

31. Immediately after the attack on t he American det achment at Posolskaya by 
t he rum ored train "Destroyer", it was strongly rumored that the local Semnoff forces 
had r eceived orders to attack the J\merican forces and take from the captured armored 
t rain and a.ls o tbat large reenforcaments would be sent from Chit a. The Austro-Rung
arian pri soners-of-war at Beresovka. had a veey friendly feeling towards the American 
command t hese rumors alarmed them g;reatly. They therefore held a secret conference 
to decide what ae ti on, if any, they would t&ke in case the a~·1 erican force was attacked. 
The follcming day, and a.s a r esult or the conference, the senior officer of the war 
prisoners called on the Comnanding Officer at the American Headquarters and offered 
to the American Comman der, for any duty whatsoever, the services of himself and a; 
thousand volunteers , each man b eing a fully trained so ldier, and a veteran of the 
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t:ira.ei to :rc.itsk and t :-... e west. :i'hey were later sent back Ve:rkr..ne-Uctl nsB: , linen :re-
t.u-noo. to :rkutsk and then fina lly returned to Verkhne-Udinsk in December, some 
thirty being l e ft in lrimt sk to be caught in the revolution on December 24th at 
that place. 'fhis last unit arrived at Verkhna-Udinsk in the early part of Jmu.a:y 
and was finally e vacuat ed from trat point. It can but be admitted that the con
tinual. moving backwards and forwards by the Red Cross caused the greatest contusion 
and resulted. in a great loss of e f ficiency, and in a large way prevented this nobl e 
and efficient body of wome n from performi ng tha grea t work they were s o capable or , 
and so greatly desired to perform. 

30. In October 1919, oa ses of influenza began to appear in the regiment a.m 
in November the diseas e became epidemic. The d i s ease was at and just pr ior to this 
time epidemic in the J apanese garrison v.hioh immediately joined the American gar
rison. Every preventit i ve measure known to the Surge on or to the Oommandi~ Officer 
was at onc.e put into effect. The post exchange restaurant and the '!.M. C.A.. were 
clos ed; men were prohibited from assembling in groups _ and from entering publ i c places; 
no man was permitt ed to leave the garris cn unless on official business; shelter halves 
were hung between the cots of the men, thus making a oubicle for each ma.nJ cutrains 
were hung through the center of t he t ables during imss; the throats of of f icers and 
men were sprayed three times daily; argyrol wa.s dropped in the eyes of a ll officers 
and me n t hree t imes d.:.ily; double timi ng and other violent exerci s es out ~ doors 
were s t opp ed; mess kits were plw::iged into boiling water before and after meals; this 
lat t er precaut ion. bad been in effect since the arrival of the regil:ent at Ver khne
Udinsk. In spite of these precautions and the efforts of the media.al officers, the 
disease spread and many men --iera lost . Just a short time prior to this mos t of the 
experienced men of t he Medical Department on du t y with the regiment had been relieved 
and sent t o the United Sta tes ; t hey were replac ed by recruit s hav i ng no knowledge of 
their duties and totally unfit to b e trusted With seri ous cases of any nature. .d.S it 
was lmown that a t this ti11'.a there ere more American trained nn-ses in the Red Cross 
hospital at Verkhne-Udinsk than could be used and the medical officers had f ound it 
imposs ible to effectively combat the disease with the unt rained medical personnel 
under their command, the Commanding Off icer requested t hat twelve n1rses be sent to 
the Regimental hospital (Field Hospita l Uo. 4) for duty. These nurses were promptly 
furn ished and a t once .. entered upon thei r duties. ~he effect of their work and their 
presence was a lmos t immediately apparent and wHhin a month the epidemi c was over. 
The services of these American gi. rls can not be t oo highly commended; without their 
highly trained servic es nany o:f the men now living would undoubtedly have died of 
the influenza. 

31. Immediately after the attack on the American detachment at Posolska.ya by 
the aimored train "Destroyer", it was strongly rumored that the local Sermnoff forces 
had received or ders to attack the .American forces and take from the captured armored 
train and a l so that large reenforcements would be sem from Chit a. 'i'he Austro-Rung
arian p rison ers-of-war at Beresovka had a very friendly feeling towards the American 
command the s e rumors alarmed them greatl y . 'l1hey therefore held a secret conference 
to decide wha t action, if any, they would tcike in case the a"ierican force was attacked. 
The f ol lowing day, and as a. result of the conference, the senior officer of the war 
prisoners called on the Cor.1l!la.ridi~ Officer a.t the limerican Head -tuarters and offered 
to the .American Cormnander, for any duty whatsoever, the services of himself and a 
thousand volunt eers, each ma.n being a fully trained soldier, and a veteran of the 
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war. This offer was unoonditio:na lly; nothing was asked, apparently nothing was 
expected. These man had their lives to lose and nothing t.o gain; a greater tribute 
aOUld hardly be paid to any country. The necessity for the acceptance of this 
offer did not . a.rise, but should it have arisen the Comnanding Officer would have 
had no hesit~ncy in anning these men and relying on them fully for any service 
whatsoever. 

12 Incls. 

Inclosure No. 1. 
tt No. 2. 
2 No. 3. 
It No. 4. 
tt No. 5. 
If No. 6. 
tt No. 7. 
tt No. a. 
"" No. 9. 
ff No. 10 
If No. 11 • 
It No. 12. 
II 

(Signed) C.H. MORROll, 

Colonel, 27th Infantry. 

LIST OF I:JC1f..03URES : 

Exhibit 

" 
"A" ' ✓-
" A-1 6}-, t-YJ ( ·, 
"B" · - .. ~ 

,,., 
"0" ' ,{ !...,. 

"D" .--· t f' 
"E" . 
"F•• --
"G" Atrocities and Petitions. 
"H••- ·'t\ \ ,{ . . ·. . ~ , 

•· l 

Exhibits ''I", "J" & "K0 Bronevik "Destroyer". 
.Atrocities of Semanoff's Armored Trains. 
Commendations of the people of Zai-Baikal. 
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AG 095 Bogomoletz , A. 
( 8-24-35) 1'.~i SC• 

1st Ind. 

'.'.'r-:..r De:partrnent, AGO, August 28, 1935. To Colonel Charles H. rr.orrow, 28th Infcntr;;r, 
Fort 1Ji 1:.e8.I'a , New York AND Captein Paul 1v . Kendall, I nf. , Col.1J!!l9Jld and General 3tp..'.'f' 
School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas , IN TURN. 

r• 1,..--•--1_•·- , 
.. ~-- ·.- 1 ., • , .. ,.. .... , 

-.. -
( ", I .-..-,-. • • , 

J.d - ,. " 

'. 

For co!llr-:i.ent by indorsement hereon a s requested . 

:Sy order of the Secretery of 'Nar. 

.. "' 

',\1ILLI ./1J;i F. PEARSON 
Adjutant General 
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