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OPZRADIONS OF 71 2YTH U. 5. IHFANTRY,

AYD THE INCIDEZNTS CONIECTED JEZhEWITH, IN THE GUARDING
OF THS RAIIROCAD FROLM VERKHNE-UDIN3K, SIBERIA, INCLUSIVE,
TO MYSOVAYA, SIBERIA, INCLUSIVZE, FROM MAY 2nd, 1919, TO
JATJARY 9TH, 190,




AMFRICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES, SIBERIA.

Jenuwary 29th, 1920,

From: Commanding Officer, 27th Us S. Infa.try.

To: The Adjutanat General of the Asrmy, Washington, D. C.
(Thru Military channels).

Subject: Operations of the 27th U. 3. In“antry, and incidents
connected therewith, in ths guarding of the railroad
from Verklne-Udinsk, Siberia, inclusive, Lo Mysovaya,
Jiberia, inclusive, from Lay 2nd, 1919, to Jamary
29th, 192C. ‘

le On April 14th, 1919, ths Commanding Officer of the
2Th Us 3¢ Infantry, then stationed at Haberwvwsk, Siberia,
roceived the following telegram from Headquarters, imerican
Expeditiomry Porces, Siberis:

"yladivostok, April 14, 191.., Cormandinge
Officer, Twanty Seventy Infantry, Habarovsk,
Number two hundred seventeen period Paragraph
one cancel our number two hundred thirteen
perlod Send Wallace to0 Spasskoe,period Para-
graph two map reference official forty verst
period Section rzilroad VerkhnalUdinsk to station
Balkail City both inclusive assigned to you for
guard psricd The Twenty Seveuty Infantry less
one battalion including the one eompany at
prison camp to be left at Habarovsk under
Shamotulskil and the two companiss of the first
battalion now at Spasskoe under Wallace will
prepare to move period Fisild Hospital nwmber
four with their fisld equipment will accompany
regiment period Quortsrmaster here making arrange-
ments for traaspartation commnicate with him
direct as to detalls period Jaks four moutis
supplies period You will ms-e all arrancemants
and assigmusts to stations comma keeping these
neadqu.rters fully 1uformed as t0 movemexnts and



stations assigned period Youwr camand will have
t0 go into camp as lilier was,unable to get
quarters psriod Acknowledge period Lobinson.”

In reference t0 the remark, "The command will havs o0 go into
camp as Liller was unablz t0 get guarters", this refers to

the fact that Lieut. Colonel William C. 1ilier, with Companies
A ' B 27th U. 5. Infantry, had been ordered %o {aks station
at Verkhne-Udinsk on March 17th, 1919. Colonel Niller had
several times reported by wire t0 Headquarters at Vladivostok
hisg inability to secure suitab.s quarters of amy character at
or near Verkhne-Udinsk, and had informed the Headquarters at
Vladivostok that his command would be forced to g0 into camp
at Verkhne=Udinske

2e In compliance with the avove telegram the foliowing
forces prerared to entrain for Verkhne-Udinsk:

Headquarters, 2%th U. 5. Infantry,
Headgquarters Company,

Machine Gun Company,

Supply Compsaay,

Companies I, K, L& M

Nedical Detachmeat, 27th Us 5. Infantry,
4th Field Hospital,

The Command moved in seven echelons. 7The first echelon
consisting of the Headquarters and Feadquarters Company
left Habarovsk on 4ipril 2lst and arrived at Verkhne~Udinsk
on May lste The seventi and last echelon arrived May 15th.
Entire orders and instructions received by the Commanding
Officer of the 27th U. 3. Infaitry in regard to the guarding
of the railroad and ths taking over of this sector, are con-
tained in telegram Number E17 previously quoted in this com-
munic ation.

Se On 4pril 24th the following telegram was raceived:

"Vladivostok 4pril 24th 1919. Colonel C. H,.
Morrow enroute to Verkhne-Udinek care of
Colonel Wiliiams, Harbine Number two forty
seven line of demarkation Baikal City not
clearly understood cmfer General Syrovy
representative from Czechs General Syrovy
at Irkutsk has been notified (Sigmed) King,"



On arrival at Varkhne-Udinsk -he Commanding Officer was furnished by Colomel
¥iller with a telegram fram lajor Generzl I'‘chasloff, Comzander of lMilitary
Transrortation of tre Siberian hegion, citing authority of Admiral Kolchok,
stating that existing guards in oar sector must not be chan jed, that the Rus-
sians are increasing th=ir guard in this sector by fifty per cent and the Amer-
icans are requested not to occupy barracks in the sector as the Kussians require
theme This information was communicated to Zxpeui tionmary Headguarters in the
following telepram:

#Varkhne-Udinsk, Giberis, liay 3rd, 1919, AEX, Vliadivistoks MNumber two four
silx Major General lichaeloff comma:der milita .y transportat ion Siberian regim
citing anthority Kolchsk states existing Zussian gaards in our sector must
not be changed sad that the Russians ars increasiag their guard in our sector
by fifty per ceut zlso that we occupy no barracks in this sector as the
Russisns require them period Request steps be taken .o cawse Russizns to
vacate our sector and all railway aad guard barracks in our sactor period

I will work towards this o.¢ from here period Fowzver if the Russians

want this most difficult sector suggest t._eir retzining it while we remain
here or take a sactor firther west coantaining Irkutsk period paragraph
First section arrived ilay first s3cond section sy second without incident
perlod Have axcellen. carmp site ons and half mile from city with excellent
s.orehoise facilities period paragraph Request that Companies C and D now

at Spasskoe be directed to join ti=ir battalion hers this for the gsneral
good of the regiment as at present hal: of its rifle companles are away

from it period (Signed) Lioriowe

This direct request not to take over the barracks in the sector Verkhne=Udinks to
Baikal Gity, and trat the Russizns wers guarding ths sector and would incrsase
their guard by fifty per cent, and requesting tlat the Amaricaans not move into
this =e2ctor, crezted a situation of the greatest di £fficulty. The forces, other
than the ‘mancans, Occupvim Verkhne—Udlnsk md v1c:.n1ty at this time were as
foliowss ==~== - Sk &

¥pjor Genaral Yoshie, Imp=arial Japumesse irny, comaiding aiorce of all
arms of approsirately 3000 men.

Major General Panchenco, of trhs Jlberian ~rmy, commanding about
1500 men, cousisting largely of iunfantry and a small Artillery force
in the same garrison.

In the City of Ver.hms-Udinsk tiere were some 300 Siberiasn Infantry,
and 0 the sast of trne city, across the Uda River at the Park Barracks
(5% vorsts east of Verkhne~Udiusk) was the Cossack garrison of approxi-~
mately 450 men, commanded by Colonel Lvoff,

Major CGeneral Mejack, the Wilitary Governor of tie District, at his
headguarters in Verkhne-Udinsks

The barracks at Beresovka lay about sevea versts north-wast of Verkhne-Udinsk on
the ra lroad line. The Commanding Officer at once conferred with General Yoshie,
Imperial Japanese Arry, who was thea in commaand of the Japznese troops stationed
at Beresovka. General Yoshis was fully informed as to tre mission of the amarican
command end agreed at once to move the Japanese troops, thoa stationsd at ifysovaya,
out of the barracks thgy then occupied, at any time the Americans regqwested them
to do so. The Russian Military Governor, Mzjor General Mejack, and the c¢ammuder
of the Russisn garrison at Berssovka, ikxjor General Panchenco, were both equally
ignorant of ths Allied agreement that tre americamns would guard ths ral lroad from
Verkhne-Udinsk to Baikal Citye They had received no orders to this effect from
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gteting tiat exisiing guards in O:ir sectior must not be chan "ed, that the Rus-
siens are imoreasing th=ir gnard in this sector by fifty per cent and the Amer=-
icans are requested not to occupy barracks in the sector as the Russians require
them. This inforration was communicated t0 Expedi tlomary Headquarters in the
following telefgram:

"Warkhna~Udinsk, Siberia, May 3rd, 1919, A'RX, Vliedivostoke Number two four
six Major Geseral lichaeloff commander milita.y transportat ion Siberian regi:m
¢iting authority Kolchsk states existing Russiesm gnards in our sector must
not be cranged a:d that the Russlans are imcreasing their guard in our sector
by fifty per ceut also that wa occupy nc barracks in this gsector as the
Russlans require them period Request steps be talen .0 cause Russians to
vacate our secior and all railway and guard barracks in our sector period

I will work towards this ead from here perlod However if the Russians

want this most difficult sector suggest their retzaining it while we remain
here or tuke a sector further west containing Irkutsk period paragraph
First section arrived liay first sacond section Mgy second without incident
period IHave exceilen. carmp site ons und half mile from city with excellent
storehouss facilities periocd paragraph Request that Companies C and D now

at Spasskos be diregted to join t.eir battalion here this for the general
good of tlhe regiment as at present half of its rifle companies are away

from it period (Signed) Morrow.

This direct request not to take ovaer the barracks in the sector Verkhne-Udinks to
Balkal Gity, and trhat the Russians were guarding thse sector and would increase
their guard by fifty per cent, and requesting that the Amaericans not move into
this sector, created a situation of the greatsst di fficulty. The forces, other
than the Americans, occupying Verkhne-Udinsk and vicinity at this time were as
£ollowg: ==~meme—ssnienddened v el - rovmen =

¥ajor General Yoshis, Imparial Japunese arvy, comaading arorce of zll
arms of approsirately 3000 men.

Major General Punchenco, of the Jibsrian army, cormmanding aboub
150 men, consisting largely of infantry and a small Artillery force
in the same garrison.

In the City of Verixhuns=-Udinsk tieie were somz 300 Siberian Infantry,
and .0 the east of the city, across tie Uda Fiver at the Park Barracks
(5% versts east of Verkhne-Udiask) was the Cossack gerrison of approxi-
mately 450 men, commandsd by Colonel Lvoff,

Major General isjack, the Llilitary Governar of the District, at his
headouarters in Verkhne-Udinsk.

The barracks at Beresovka lay about seven versts north-wast of Verkhne-Udinsk on
the ral 1road line. The Cormmanding Officer ot once couferred with Generzl Yoshie,
Imperial Japanese Arry, who was thean in comand of the Japunese troops stationed
at 3eresovkae Generasl Yoshie was fully informesd as to tre mission of the american
comand and agreed at once $o move the Japuzm@se troops, tien stationed at ifysovaya,
out of tne barracks they tlen occupled, at any time the Americans regmested them
to do soe The Russiun ililitary Governor, Mujor Gsneral llejack, and the comma:der
of the lwussian garrisom at Beresovka, iLzjor Gaseral Psnchenco, were both egqually
ignorant of the Allied agreement that tre asuericans would guard thz rallroad from
Verkhne-Udinsk t0 Baikal City. They had received no orders to this effect from
the Kolel.ak Govermment but, on tlhe otrer hazd, had received orders that the
guarding of t:e ralrosd would be under tne charge of the Dussian authoritges and
that the Fussiaa guard in this sec.or would be imcreaseds This, of courss, created
am impossible situation since the sector could only be taken over by force of arms
and the ejection of t.e Russian troops from the barracks they occupieds

4e On lMsy 3rd the regimant began the erection of the camp to accomodate
=3 =



the entire command at a point in the woods one mile from Verkhne~Udinks. (For
plan and construction of this camp, see camplete drawing attached rareto, marked
Exhnibit "A",) On Mgy 6th the foliowinz telegram was received:

"Yladivostok, 3iberia, ilay 6, 1919, Colonel Norrow, Verkhne-Udingke
Fumber two forty eighi secret period Pending negotiations do the best
you can with General [Kichaeloff without causing troible vperiod We can
do nothing in Vladivosiok paricd Robinsone"

Bvery endeavor had been made jrevious to the receipt of this telegr.m to locate
General llichaeloff bu: he could not be found in Irkutsk, Chita or Verkhne-Udinsk,
nor did anyone have tre slightest idea where his neadquarters might be. On May
12th, 1918, Mr. Harris, imerican Consul General for Siberia, pzased through
Verkhne -Udinsk on his wzy to Omske ollowlng a confarence with him the Commamding
Officer furnished him with tre foliowing Memorandum:

"Headquarters Tweaty=Seventh Iafantry, Verkhme-Udinsk, Jiberia, Lay 12,
1919, llemorandum for Mr. Harris, American Coansul General for siberide

My orders om coming hLere wsre to take over tre railroad gusrd from
Verkhne-dJdinsk inclusive to Baikal City ir-lusives The Czschs and
Japanese In this sector have signifised their willingness to¢ move out

of t 2ir barracks upon my request. The three communications attached
hereto are selfeexplanatory. .‘he Dussian forces occupying barracks

along and pertaining to the ral lroad should be regquired by the Supreme
Dictator to vacate these barraczs. His rspresentative at Vliadivostok must
have agreed 10 the sectors which were 0 be guiarded by the different

forces in Siberias His forges zlone violate the Allied agreemente. In case
there should be a serious misunderstanuing between the Supreme Dictator
and ths Atamay 3-menoff the presence of American troops in this sector
might prove to be of the greatest value t0 ths Supreme Dictatore. I reqest
you to use all possibie means to clear up this situation. C. H. lorrow,
Colonsl, 27th Infantry, Commaading."”

Under date of llay 13th, 1919, the followiig telegrum was saat:

"Verkhne=-Udinsk, Siberia, Iay 13, 1919, AMTX, Vliadvéstoke. Tumbar two

sixty ons Consul General iarris passed through rere yesterdusy bound for

Omsk period. I fulliy informed him of the situatiocn relating to the rail-
road comma furnisied him with complete file of commuaications comma telegrams
znd orders affeciins the sitation period He promised to take these atters
up at Omsk in the mcst complate wuy as speedily as possible. poricd He
approves camping hereuntll situation is cleared pariod  Evergthing here
highly satisfactory pariod Lorrow."

Ths following telegrsm was recsived ligy 1lbths

¥Vladvbstok, lMay 15th. Comranding Officer, 27th Infantry, Verkhme-Udinsk,
Siberiae. Humber two sixty three periol Fefersnce your two sixty ons this
matior has been takan up throuch the intsraliied raf lroad comittee and with
the government at Omsk periol Robinson.”

On llgy 14th a Proclamation of the Commanding Gensral, dated April zlst, Viadivostok
was recsived at Headaunartors of the regliment. This was the first order, and the
only order, which was ewer received which in any way deofinéd the duties of guarde
ing the ratlroed. (Proclamation is attached hereto, marked A=l}e






possibles situation the Commanding Officer, on Muy 28th, proceeded to Irkutsk for
the purpose of conferring with the umerican Consul, llr. “homson, at that place,
and the Russian Genersl Artemieff who was in command st lrkutsk, and also the
Czech General Syrovy. Ian an interview with Gsneral artemieff, the Prociamation
of the Commending Generzl regarding tre guarding of ths railroad was haanded to
him and he was fully iaformed as to the actions of the Czecho-Slovak forces

and the Japanese forces, and was requested L0 cause the Russicn troops Lo give
over the guarding of the railrcad to the American command ani t0 vacabte the
necessary barracks in their sector for the american guard. Genserzl irtemieff
replied that while he did not doubt trat such an allied agreemeat had been
entered into, as far as he was officially concerned or notified, ths guardimg

of the rai lroad from Baikal City to liysovaya lay with him and that h» could not
under his orders and would not remove his guard from tiat ssctors Colonel Morrow
was fumished the following writtsn communication:

"From: Commander of t e Troops, Irkatsk Lilitary District,

May &th, 1919. Irkutske To ths Commanding VUfficer, 27th U. 3.
Infantrye By order of the Suprems Chief Commander of the Russian
Troops, I am ordered t0 ococupy zad guard ths Zai-Baikal railrozad tos ta-
tion Mysovaya, inclusive, sné this 1 have fulfilled.

(Signed) Lieutenant Gensral irtemieff.”

On May 29th the following telegram was sent:

"Irxutsk, May 29th, 1919, Coasul General Hgrris, Omsk.

Humber one sixtesm period Disregard my telegram regardiaz interview
with General Lichasloff and American Colomnel Xorrow period Colonel
Morrow arrived todsy and we saw Gensral Artemieff who commands &ll
Russian troops in this sectlom including thoss oparating in the
gection between Baikal City and Mysovaya which by allied proclarmation
of 4pril twenty first should be cccupied exclusively by american
toops. stop General Artemieff should receive orders from the Supreme
Dictator to turn ovaer azll barracks from Baikal City to lMysovaya to the
American troops and to remove his guards from that section stop The
Japanase =ad Cgechs fully understund the Aliied agreemsu: and are
acting in accordance with it stop Only Gensral Artemieff hinders the
taking over of this sector by th= smaerican troops paragraph Plaoase
telegroph me Jjust when thne Supreme Dictator issues the necessary in-
structions in order that 1 mignt inform Colonel lorrow and Thomson.'

After havine an interview with Gs.srul Syrovy, Colonsl Horrow returnad to Verkhn
Udinsk on May 30th. On Xzy Flst the following telegrum was sent:

"Verkhne-Udinsk, Siberia, lay 3lst, 1919, AMEX, Vladivostoke Number
two ninety three 1 havs just returned from Irkutsk period General
Artemieff who commands thers and the troops -uarding the railroad from
Balkal City to lyscvaya states he has no knowledge of the Allied agree-
ment eoncerning the railroad and has besn ci:arged by the Kolchak govem -
ment with the guarding of this sector period He promised me to at ome
gat in communication with Omsk and get orders aand decision from them
paricd EHe was apparently most friendly but in utter ignorance from his
ovm government period American Consul Mr. Thomson sent the following
telegram to Comsul General Ezrris who is at Omsk Quote Disregard my
telegram regarding interview with Gensaral IMichaeloff and American Solonel
Morrow stop Colonel lorrow arrived today and we saw Gensral Artemieff
who commands 2ll Fussian troops in this sectiom including those operat-






over bf this ssctor by the American troops paragraph Plsase telegraph

me just when the Su reme Dictator issues the uscess.ry instructions

in order itat I might inform Colonel Norrow period wunouote Thomson
periode The Czecho-3lovaks are fully informed znd in every way ready

to assist us period Iheir force reazally guards the tunnel sector period
Artemieff has four hundred men at kysovaya period I am confident Artemieff
will rsceive the necess: ry orders in a few days period In view of tre
above facts do you desire $i:at I move troops at this time into the sector
held by his forces comma or that I delay the movement until he has a
reasonable tim= to hear from his superiors period 1 will proceed to tdke
over from Verkhne-Udinsk to lysovay:z at once as all is clear sailing in
this sector pariod General Syrovy has assured me that the Cgechs will
safely guard the tuansl sector until the Americans can tuke it over pend d
Lorrows "

On or about Yuns 2nd the followinz telegrum was received from Vladivostok:

"Communding Ufficer, 27th Infantry, Verkhne-Udingk. INumber two

ninety six following agreemant made today with Kussitns quote Acing under
the provisions of the railroad agreement and under the authority of the
allied comnanders z.:d the interallied ruilway committees it is agreed
batwesn the Tussien military authorities and t.e asmericans that the
Americans will giard ths sector Verkhne-Udinsk inclusive to Mysovaya
inclusive and the Russians will guard the sector Mysovaya exclusive to
Baikal City inclusive period It being understcoud that the Russians
will vacate the necessary barrakes or building for the aimerican troops
in the sector that Americans are t0 guard under this agrsement unquote
You will act accordingly period Make necessary distribution of troops
to protect rai.road assigned you period acknowledge receipt keep us
adviged location of troops periol Robinson.™

It may be noted that this agreement cruarged tke sector of tre American command
from Verkhns-Ydinsk to lysovays znd gave up tie sector from Lysovaya to Baikal
City. Also that whiie the american comad had slwgys understood that il.ey were 0
guard the railroad, this understanding rad never reached, nor did it ever reach
the Russlan authorities, nor did trey at any time ever receive such oarcers from
the Omdkt government, and thzt the sesctor was finally taken over from tham without
their agreement, nor did they furnish then or at sny other tims any barracks or
brildings to tks Arericans for the purpose of guarding the railroad, and any bar~
racks or bulldings that were sascured were taken without their agreement. The
understanding was perfect at Viadivostox but nowhere else. On June 2nd, 1919,
Company "K" left Verkhne-vdinsk and took station at Mysovaya, placing guards over
the railrond at that places On the same date one platoon of Company '"M" was s:nt
to Pogolskaya, one platoon to S=lenga, one platoon to Mostovol, and omne platoon

to the railroad station at Verkhne-Udinsk. On: squad from the platoon at Mostovoi
was stationed at Tataurovi. A4s no darracks were avallable in this sector savs at
Mysova.a, the platoons at Verkhe-Udinsk, Mostcvoi, 3lenga and Posolskaya went into
camp. Company "K" at ¥ysovaya weut in.o camp but, later in ths month, secured
barracks at that poiat, erzcting treir own mess halls, stables and rears, (Dis-
position of troops znd tiaeir out-:uards shown on map attached ereto, marked "B", )
The orders for the detachments gusrding the railrcad wers as followss

PHEADOUARTEERS TWENTY-SEVENCH INFANTRY,"™
Vsarkhne~Udinsk, Siberia, Juns 1, 1519,

RAILWAY (HIARD
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10 &83ist us period lheir force rezlly guards ths tunnel sector period
Artemieff has four hundred men at Mysovayz period 1 am confident Artemieff
will receive the necess:ury orders in a few days period In view of the
above facts do you desire that 1 move troops at this time into the sector
held by his forces comma or that I delay the movement until he has a
reasonable tim=s to hear from his superiors period I will proceed to tdke
over from Verkhne-Udinsk to Mysovaya at once as all is clear sailing in
this sector period Ganeral Syrovy has assured me that the Czechs will
safely guard the tunnel sector until the Americans can take it over ped @

Morrow,. "
On or about Yuns 2nd the following telegram was received from Viadivostoks

®Commanding Officer, 27th Infantry, Verklme-Udinske. Number two

ninety six folliowing agreement made today with Russians gquote Acing under
the provisions of the railroad agresment and under the authority of the
allied commanders aud the interallied railway committee it is agreed
betwean the Fussizm military anthorities and tie Americans that the
Americans will giard the sector Verklme=Udinsk inclusive to Mysovaya
incl:sive and the Fussians will guard the sector Mysovaya exclusive to
Baikel City inclusive period It being understood that the Russians
will vacate the necessary barrakes or building for the American troops
in the secter that americans are t0 guard uader this agreement unquote
You will act ace ordingly p=1iad YMake necessary distributlion of troops
to protect rai:rmd ussigned you period acknowledge receipt keep us
advised location of troops period Fobinson.”

It may be no’ced that this agreemean: crawged the sector of the imerican command
from Verkhne-Yainsk to lysovayn and gave up tle sector from Kysovayas to Bauikal
Citye Also that while the American comm=d had ulwgys understood trat tihey were to
guard the railroad, this understanding rad nevsr reached, nor did it ever reach
the Russiazn authorities, nor did trey at any time ever rsceive such orders from
the Omsk government, and that the ssctor was finally taken over from them without
their agresment, nor did they furnish themn or uat any other time any barracks or
tuildings to the Americans for ths purpose of guarding .tre railroad, and any bar=-
racks Or bulldings that were secured were taxen without their agreement. The
understanding was perfact at Vladivostox but nowhere else. On June Znd, 1919,
Company "K" left Verkhne-Ydinsk and took station at Xysovaya, placing giards over
the railroad at that place. On the same date one platoon of Company "M'" was s:nt
to Posolskaya, one platoon to S=lenga, one platoon to llostovoi, and ons platoon

to the railroad station at Verkhne-Udinske On> squad from the platoon at Liostovoi
was stationed at Tatanrovi. As no barracks ware available in this sector savs at
lysova a, tha platoons at Verkhe=Udinsk, Mostovol, 3lengas and Posolskaya wen. into
camp., Company "E" at Kysovaya went in.o camp but, later in the moath, sscured
barracks at that poiut, eracting their own mass hanlls, stables and rears. (Dis=~
position of troops sud treir out-:uwards shown on map attached ereto, marked "B".)
The orders for tre detachments gusrding the railrozd were as follows:

WHEADCUAED 25 TWRITY=-3EVINJH 1MW AVTRY,
Vorkhne-Udinsk, Siberia, Juus 1, 1919.

RAILTAY GJIRD
ORDZEES {0e le
ls The .imrican sector extends from Verkhne-Udinsk to Mysova s, both inclusive,
The purpose of the guurd is =s follows:

~6m



(L)e To protzct the railroad znd ruilway property.
(2)e To insure the safe and uninterrupted movement of trainse
{(3)e To protect the civilian railwsy employees in the propa performamce

of their dutiese.
(4}e To prevent interference with passengers on trains or at railroad
stations in American Snctore Armed individuals or bodies of troops will
not be parmitted to interfere with or arrest anyone at rallway stations or
in railroad yards in American sector, without previcus consultation with
the arerican Commandere .
(5)e To insure the safe and uninterrupted movement of freight on trains in

American sector.

I1I, The following facts must be thoroughly explained to each member of the
railway guard:

(1} That the .merican guard must not intserfere in any with the proper
operation of thes ralilroad.

{2)e That all orders for the movemeni of trains «nd operation of railroad
must emanate from the proper railway official,

(3)e That all requests for cars or railroad service must be made to the
civilizn station master; the guard will never under any circumstan-es
submit such requests to yardmen, e:.ginemen, etc., nor will aunyon: alse

be permit ted to do s0.

{(4)s That the civilian rallway officizls are our friends and rmust receive
from us the utmost courtesy, consideration and support.

(5)s That interferemce with civilian railway officials or employes in
the proper performance of their duties is absolutely prohibited,

By order of Colonsal Liorrows

JOEN JALES,
1st Lieut., 27th Infantry,
Acting adjutante"

These orders wers supplemented on June 2nd, 191, by Ruilway Guard Urders No., 23

NHZADIUARDE S TWeY STVITTH INFARNTHT,
Varkhnae~Udinsk, Sibaria, Juns 2, 1919

RAILWAY GUARD

(RDERS NO. 2

le The following Gererzl Iustructions are in addition to those publisied in
Rallway Buard Orders Hoe le:

(1) Under wuathority contained in ths proclamation of April 21, 1919, by the
Commandinge General, Ae HZe Fo, 3iberia, ths sector of the railrmd from Vaerkhne-
Udinsk inclusive to liysova, inclusive, has been placed under the protection of
the 27th Infantry.

{2)e All officers and men connected and charged with the guarding of the
sector will fully carry out the provisions of said proclamation and the provisions
of this order. Our mission is $t0 see that the raillroad . onbained in this sector



{Z}s To protect tha civiliaen rallwey employees in the propz performaree
of thelir dutiese

(4)e To prevent interference with passengers on trains or at railroad

stations in American Scetore Ammed individuals or bodies of troops will

not be parmitted to interfere with or arrest anyone at rallway statioms or

in railroad yards in American sector, without previous consultation with

the mrlcan Commandere

(5)s To insure the safe and wninterrupted movement of freight on trains in

American sectors

1I, ©he following facts rmust be thoroughly explained to each member of the
railway guard:

(1} That the American guard must not interfere in any with the proper
operation of thes railroade

(2]e Thut all orders for ths movement of trains and operation of railroad
must emanats from the proper railway officlal.

{3)e That all requests for cars or rallroad service must be made to the
eivilian station master; the guard will never under any circumstances
submit such requests to yardmen, enginemen, atc., nor will anyon- alse
be pjermitted to do s0.

(4} That the civilian railway officicls are our friends and must receive
from us the utmost courtesy, consideration and supporte

(5} That interferemte with civilian railway officials or employes in
the proper performance of their dities is absolutely prohibited.

By order of Colomel llorrows

JOHN JAIES,
lst Lisut., 27th Infantry,
Apting Adjutant.”

These orders wers supplemented on June 2nd, 191+, by Ruilway Guard Urders No. 2

"HEADTUARDIEIS TWHT)Y SZVETTE INFPATTRD,
Varkhns=Udinsk, Siberia, June 2, 1919,

RAILWAY GURD
ORDZRS NO. 2.

ls The following Ge:ercl Instructions ars in addition to thuse puvliisied in
failway Buard Orders 0. let

(l)e Under wathority contained in the proclamation of spril £1, 1919, by the
Commanding General, is Xs F., Siberia, the ssctor of ihe railrmd from Varkhne-
Udinsk inclusive to lysova, ineclusive, 5as bean placed under tle protection of
the 27th Infantry.

(2)e 411 officers ana men connected aso charged with ths guarding of the
sector will fully carry out the provisions of said proclamation and the provisions
of this order. Our mission is to see tiat the railroad -ontzinsd in this sector
is fully, freely and fairly operated for t e benefit of ths Iiussiun people £y the
allied forces. Th.it the tracks, houses, stutions, cars, e.gives and all property
of the railrcad is safe from seizure or destructioan by any one. The r-ilroad must
bs operated by tha legal raliroad revresentatives and the railroad rsyresentatives
thus operating tle railroad shall be free from molestation or interference in the
discharge of their duties. o oth»r psrsons or parties will be permitted in any
Wway tC give orders or force corpliance with orders given to railroad orarators or
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or employeese Organization Commanders will kesp tiie-selves fully informed of
all gatherings, mestings, etc., dn the part of any party Or troops whose dosiyns
threaten the operation of ths railroad,

(3)e In case of attack, threatened destruction of the railroad or its property
or interference with its proper operation as above outlinsd, the troops are author
ized t0 taks the severest measures, including death. all officers zad men will
fully understznd that thay ars not running the roilroad and assist the ral lrozd
officers in the proper operation of the rwzilroads

By order of Colonel MORROW:

JOHIT JAMES,
lst. +ieut., 27h infam ry,
Aeting Adjutant.

On June 5th, 191y, these arders wers f rther supplemented by Railw:y Buard
Orders Hoe 3:

THEADGUARLNES PUWSTIV SEVI ME FPATY,
Verkhne-Udinsk, Sibariz, June 5, 1919,

RATILULY GUARD
ORDERS T0e e

I. Paragreph II, Railway Guard Yrdsrs Jo. 1, is changed 0 rezd as follows:

1I. The followine facts must be troroughly explained to each mawber of the -
railway guards

(1} The: the imarican guard must not interfere in any way with the
proper operation of the ra 1lroads

(2) That all orders for the movemsat of tr:ins and overation of rail-
road mst emanate from the propar civilian railrosd officiul, except
that in the case of MILITARY troop and supply trains the military
commandant designated by the propsr rzilwuy amthorities is charged
with these duties.

(3) T at all requests for cars or rallrozd serviese rmust bs made to the
civilizn station mster; ths guzrd will never under any circumstances
submit such requests direct to yardmen, eaginemen, etc., nor will
ay one slse be parmifted to do so, execent that zpplications for train
gervics Tur military troop an. supply trains should be made to the
military commaadan: designated by the proper railway authorit les.

(4) That the civilian railwgy 6fficials are our frisuds and must receive
from us the utmist courbtesy, consideration and support.

(5)é Th.at interference with civilian railway officicls or employas in the

"~ . proper perforience of U eir duties is absvlutsly prohibited.

By order of Colonel MORROV:
JOHN JALES,

lst., Lieute, 27th Infautry,
Acting Adjutant.”



{3}s In case Jf at-acx, threatsned dessiruction of (ke railroad or its property
¢r interference with its proper operation as above ocutlined, the troops are authom
ized to0 take L(he severest measures, including death. All officers aud men will
fully understand that thgy are not running the railroad and assist the rai lroad
officers in the proper Operation of the railrozd.

By order of Colonsl IMCRROW:

JORY JAMES,
1ste Lieut., 27h 1nfart ry,
Acting Adjutant,.”

On June 5th, 1919, these arders were‘f :rther supplemented by Rallw:y Buard
Orders Hoe. 32

"HEADQUARTERS TWENTY S:VR™TH INFAWITY,
Ver¥hne-Udinsk, 3ibaria, June 5, 1919,

RAILTAY GUARD
OKDERS HO. Je
I. Paragraph II, Railway Guuard Yrders Jo. 1, is chaanged to rezd as follows:

I1I., The Tollowing faots must be tnoroughly explained to sach menber of the -
rallmy guard:

(1) Tha: the Amsrican guard must not interfere in any woy with the
proper oOperation of ths rai lroade

(2) That a1l orders for the movemanl of tr:ins and operatiom of rail=-
road mist emanate from the propa civilian rsilroad officiul, except
that in the case of MILITARY btroop -and supply trains the military

commandomt designated by the propar roilwuy anthorities is c¢'arged
with these duties.

(3} Tat a1l requ@sts for cars or r=ilroad servics misi be made to the
civilian station master; the guard will nevar under any circumstances
submit suzch requests direct Lo yardmen, esginemen, etc., nor will
any one else be parmitted L0 45 s0, excert that agpplications for train
service for military troop aw supply trains should be made to the
military commandant designated by the proga railwsy authorities.

{4} That the civilian railwgy 6fficials are our frisads und must receive
from us ths utmost courtesy, counsideration and sunport,

(5)s Ihiat interference with civilian railwzy officizls or employes in thre
proper parformmuce of . eir duties ig absulubtsly vrornibited.

By order of Cclonel KOBROW:

40N JAES,
lst, Lieut., 27th Infaatry,
dcting adjutanbe™

By June 5th, 1319, tis camp at Varihmne-Udinsk was practically completeds <he camp
site was zn excellent one and was sit-mbted in a pine 7irest znd near thirtypseven
large ware-houses which afforded ample facilities for storage purposes. They were
connected with the main line of the rellrdad by & switch, tracks vassing in front
of each ware-~houses Ihe s6ll was particularly favorable for = camp znd the sur-
roundine tarritory afforded excel.en: drili and mmneuver grounds. The camp con=
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tained every modern facility and was complete in every detail. ali teauls were
framed, as were the stables, xitchens, and mess halls. (Detailed plans of the
xitcheas, stables, incinerutors, atc., are attached nereto, maried "C"). The
camp had its own electric lignt plant which was bronght from Habarovsk having
previously beexn secured from the Russian ware-houses at Red fiver Prison Camp.
The camp was completely lighted by this plant, which also furaishsd power for a
splendid open air theater and moving picture show. a4 large stockade eaclosure
coataining over ons thoisand pine trees were erected and the tents pitched inside
for uss as a gusrd houses A complete field hospital containing operatim: room
and X-ray room with all tents and floors framed was rapidly coastructed.

6 Throughout the meuth of iiuy continual reports were received regarding the
interference of the forces under the coammand of atamen Semenoff with the opera-
tion of the railroad, also of the snormous nunber of executions which were taking
place at various points between Manchuriu City and Verkhne-Udinsk, notably at
Adrianovka, Olovyannaya, Borzya and Liakkavysvevo, as well as whippings of rail-
road employses at other points in the sector. On May 28th Private Karas, Company
"K"* 27th Iafantry, a member of the llilitary Police in the city of Verkhne-Udiunsk,
in the execution of his office and in self-defence, killed Corporal Krakoff of
Semenoff's Cossacks, by shooting him with an gutomatic pistol. This Cossack, in
Company wi th three other drunken Cossacks, was on a rampage assaulting American
soldiers in a rooming housee Three men of tha Lilitary Police in trying to stop
this disturbance were assamlted by the Cossacks wi:0 attempted to draw their re-
volvers and disarm the Military Police. Krakoff was killed and the other Cossacks
disarmsd znd arresteds Thegy were then released to the Russiun authorities. 4
full inves igation of the killing fully exonerated P:rivate Yaras., The effect
of this killing was most salutary and neither the Russian or ths Cossack author-
ities questioned the fact that the killing was fully justified and that Private
Karas acted only in self-defemces. Zarly in May and before the Americans had taken
over the sector at Verkhne-Udindk and Mysovaya, the interference of Semenoff and
his officers znd his military station commandart 8 became apparent in the American
sectors On lLay 16th, they forcibly seized a ecer held by the imerican command anc
threatensd to whip th~ Russlan Caretaker if he reported the facts. On May 28th,
a train of seven cars in charge of Captain Gilleland, Kussian HRailway Service Cors ,
was In the Verkhne~Udinsk rardse '‘he armored trzin demunded that cne care of the
Re Re Se Co train be turned over to the armored train. This R. R. S« C. train was
& work train engaged in rerairing =nd erecting telephone lines. The dem:na was
refused after which the officer in crarge of the K. e Se Co train was informad
thet if the car was uo! turned over within an hour the armored traim would fire on
him. On llay 29th the armored train opened its ports, mamed its guns and traind
them on these cars, which had teen placed under charge of an Admerican guard, but
did not fire. In apr:l Colonel lomlovsky, Commander of the Engineers Company of &
the 9th Sibe: ian Division, came (o Liesutenant Colonel Tilliam C. Miller and re-
quested assistzice in getting his troops to the front, stating that he had twice
been ardered to proueed to ths West t0 Jjoin admiral Kolehdk but that Semenoff
would not pemrit him to do so. ile was informed by Colonel Miller that he, Colond
Miller, could not at that time zssist hime On or about ilay 15th the Adjutant to C
Colonel Tomiovsky called on Colonel Ilorrow wnd requested him to assist in gatting
hig ¢ompany 60 the front, as Semencf £'s Com:andant at Verkhne-Udinsk would not
furnish him with transportation and if he should secure transportation that the
armored train "Merciless", then at Verkhne-Udinsk, would prevent his moving troops
to join Admiral Kolchak. He was informed &t that time that the .ierieans had not
Yot teken over the rallroad but that he would be given assistance when the guardin
of the railroad was taken over by the American forces. On May 8th the crew of
the armored trzin "llerciless' had threatened to whip certain railroed emyloyeess
On June lst this amared train moved out of the yords -und attacked the command



S amp ':asiri‘és owa 91i8S8Ilris iight pl&t’wk;ch w&s broint from Fabarovsk having
previcusly beea secursd from the Russiszn ware-houses at Red River Prison Camp.
The camp was completely lighted by this plant, which also furaished power for a
splesdid open air theater and moving picture showe. A large stookade enclosure
cobalning over one thousand pine tress were erected and the tents pitched inside
for use as a guard housee. A complete field hospital containing operating rocm
and X-ray room with all tents and floors framed was rapidly coastructed.

8« Throughout the month of Iay continunal reports were rsceived regarding the

interierence of the forces under the cammand of .itamen Semenoff with the oOpera-
tion of the railroad, also of the enormous nwiber of executions which were taking
place at various points between Manchuria City and Verkhne-Udinsk, notably at
Adrianovka, Olovyannaya, Borzya and Makkavyevevo, as well as whippings of rail-
road employees at other points in the sector. On May 28th Private Karas, Company
'K 27th Infantry, a member of the lMilitary Police in the city of Verkhne-Udiusk,
in the execution of his office and in self-defence, killed Corporal Krakoff of
Semenoff's Cossacks, by shooting him with an automatic pistole. This Cossack, in
Company with three othar drunken Cossacks, was on a rampags assaulting American
soldiers in a rooming house. Three men of the Military Police in trying to stop
this disturbance were assmulted by the Cossacks who attempted to draw their re-
volvers and disarm the Military Police. Krakoff was killed and the other Cossacks
disarmed and arresteds Thay were then released to ths Russian authorities. 4
full inves.igation of the killing fully exonerated Private Karas. The effect

of this kiliing was most szlubtary and neither the Russian or the Cossack author-
ities questioned the faect trat the killing was fully justified and that Private
Raras acted only in self-dsfence. Zarly in llay and before the Americzns had taken
over the sector at Verkhne-Udingk and llysovaya, the interference of Semenoff and
his officers znd his military station commandart s became apparent in the Anerican
sectore On llay 16th, they forcibly seilzed a car held by the imerican command anc
threatensd to whip the Russian Caretaker if he reported the facts. On Iay 28th,

a train of seven oars inm charge of Captain Gilleland, Kussian Railway dervice Corm,
was 1n the Verkhne-Udinsk yardse The armored train demunded thst one care of the
He Re S Co train be turned over to the armored traine This Re R. S. Ce train was
a work train engaged in repairing and erecting telerhone lines. The demnmnua was
refused after which the officer in charge of the L. He S¢ Co train was informd
that if the car was not turned over within an hour the armored train would fire on
hime On May 29th the armored train opened its ports, mamned its guns and traind
them on thess cars, which had been placed under charge of an american guard, but
did not fire. In april Colonel Tomlovsky, Commander of ths Zniilneers Company oft
the 9th Sibe. ian Division, came to Lisutenant Colonel William C. Ziller aund re=-
guested assistamce in getting his troops to the front, stating tlat he had twice
beeam ardered to procesd to the West t0 joinm aAdmirsl Kolchsk but that Semenoff
would not pemit him %o 40 30. He was informed by Colonel Miller that he, Colond
Miller, could not at that time assist hime On or about lay 15th the Adjutant to C
Cclonel Tomlovsky called on Colonel Morrow .ad reguested him to assist in getting
hig company to the front, as Semencff's Com-andant at Varkhne-Udinsk would not
furnisk him with Stransportation and if he should secure transpcrtation that the
armored train "Merciless", than at Verkhne~Udinsk, would prevent his moving troops
to join .dmiral Kolchak. &Se was iaformed &t that time that the americans had not
yet taxen over tie rallroad but that he would be given agsistance when the guardimg
of the railroad was taken over by the Amprican forces. On May 8th the crew of
the armored trzin "ilerciless™ had threatened t0 whip certuin railroed em;loyees.
On June lgt this amared tr.in moved out of the = = -nd attacked the command

of Colonel ‘omlovsky, Commander of the Engineer Company of the 9th Siberian
Divigions Ths arverican comrand was informed of this fact by the following com-
manic ation:

"imgrican Consul, Irkutsk, On June first, six officers and one
hundred and five soldiers of ry company took the train Humber 21,

between the stations Divisionsaye and Liostovoi, and rsacked the
-9-
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station Selenga, naving their own condictorse At the station Selenga
the station master Krisco, belonging to 3emenoff's people, detained
the train, having received from Verkhne-Udinsk the order to detain

the train until the arrival of the amored train. Five Officers znd
twalve soldiers took the steam engine und left for the station
Posolskaya, whers the steam engine was cai:nonaded by the station master
and the militiamen. The officers and scidiers from the truin answered
and then all the seventeen men escaped with arms into the mouantains in
the Irlkutsk dirsction. Six soidiers escaped from the train Number 21
and arrived in Irkutsk by the trcins Humber 3 and Humber 21. The soldie
Molodiko wes witness when the Semenoff's psopls arrested at the station
Selenga seveunty-four soldiers =nd Praporshik Tokareff., Iuie arrested
soldiers were t0ld that they will be whipped, and Praporshik Tokareff
will be transported to the "lloscow District¥ (shot}s These urrested
men were seen in ths closed cars at the station Beresovka on June 2nd,
urd er the Japanese convoy. Ly company ought 0 go to the Perm front
according to the order of Xolchak dated April 30th, No. 40228, This
repeated four times, but the Semenoff people 28 usual did not fulfill
the order. Theretore it was decided w0 leave Lhs company for it as a
sheme o serve with such people. On Muy 31 the company was very much
excited by the misunderstaading between yowr troops sad the Semenoff
peoples Please give me your kind assistance in deliverance of my
arrested soldiers and Praporshik Tikareff, who is to be shot, and

to bring them to Irkutsk in order to ssn  them to the front., Colonel
Tomlovsky, Commander of the Zngineer Comrany, 9th 3iberian Division."

On investigation all of tle above facts were found to be correct and thirty-three
prisoners were thwenm on the amored traine.

Te " In connecftion with these armaored trains cond so that a thorough
understanding of the incidents that follow may be arrived at, it is necessary tiat
the attitude of Aituman Semenoff, and the officers and men uader his command, be
thoroughly understocd, “‘he _merican commznd at ‘abarovsk had had most grave
and sarious misunderstondings with itaman Xalmykov who reco;mized only astaman
Semenoff as his superior. <The hos tiiity of the Cossacks under Halmykov at
Habarovsk was tremsmitted in £1l11 strength to atammn Semenoff wnd the Cossacks
unier his commnde. Upon the arrival £ Colonel Morrow at Verkhne-Udinsk, thse
hostility of the Cossacks and t'e men from the armored trains was immediately
apparent. Frequest clashes occurred between the individuazl membersof the two
commands in which the Cossacks were uniformly the aggressors and wmiformly came
out the worse for wear. A violent and slunderous propagands had been cond xcted
throughout ths city against the imericans prior to their arrival.. The people
of the city wera so greatly influenced by this propaganda that in every way
thay refused to associate or rave connections or dsalings with the Americans,

On lMay 18th the Cossacks from the amored train arrested three Lmerican soldiers
in Verkhne-Udinsk and took them aboard tiLe crmored train then lying in the rail-
road yards near the s.ztion, kept tham under guward for several howrs z2nd then, mount-
ing about forty men, drove the threse imerican soldiers through the strsets from
the railroad station to the center of tise city, a dstance of about ons mile,

and confined them under gmard in the City Commantant's Offiee which is in the
City Club, (§obrania)e. The Provost Marshal, Lieutenant Finney, 27th U. S.
Infantry, requested the release of these soldiers. He wags informed by the
officer in command tiat thay would not be released to ths Americans but would

be furned over to ths Japanese, 4 full rgport of the affair was mde to Che
Commanding Officer about 7 4. M. First Lisutenant Walter 7. Byras, 27th U. Se
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not be arrested by Russian officers or men unless it was absolutely necsssary

to prevent violence, and if men were so arrested trey were tc be inmediately
released to .americun officers upon a proper denwni fran Headguarters, and that

the Amsrican lMilitary Police, zlready established in the city of Verkhne-Udinsk.
would not arrest any member of the Civilian population but would only be charged
with the duty of arresting men of the imerlcan comrande. A4As tha coaf ‘rence was
closing, Gensral Korwin Petroski, the Civil Governmor, came into Generzl e jack's
Cffice, and, upon being informed of the agreement between the American Commaader
and General Mejack, said that he, as Civil Governor of tie Province, would not
agree to the uaderstanding that had been entered into between Genarzl Fejack and
ths American Commandere. That the .mericans could not anmi would not be psrmitted

to station American Lilitary Police in ths city of Verkhne-Udiusk and that he,

a8 Civil Governor, would arrest uamerican scldiers when aud where he pleased, und
would hold them in coafinement as long as he pleased, that he would try them by
court, under ths Kussizn law, and punish thaem under the Russiszn law, and that the
Amsrican Military Police must at once be remwed. He was inf .rmed by Colonel
Morrow that Americans would maintain a Liilitary Police in the city of Verkhne-
Udinsk, and timt they would not be ramoved by him or anyons else, that if General
Potroski, or the militls which hs commanded, arrested zny American sosdiers and did
not immediately release them om demand, they would bs taken away from him by force,
It was further suggested to him that he =zt onee bring this matter to 2 practical
conclusion by arresting an American soldier and refusing to release him or atterpto
try him and await the consequences. This, Geueral Petrovski refused to doe Generi
Petrovaki is a cresature of Semenoff's - a mountebank and a clown, who openly
exprossed his hostility to the Americans an’ called them the enemies of Russiag and
taok no pains to conceal his ill=will and dislike for the aericans in generale

He was an aotive agent in the propagandz against the Americanss

8e On lay 5th, men from the urmored train "=~erciless" whipped the Master
Mochanic Je K. Aphanasieve (Ses statement of iire Apahasiev hereio appended marked
"D"). The cmored trains of Semenoff, by their continual whipping of the railroazd
employess, the terror which they Inspired in the officials gs well as the emploes
of the rallrmd, t.2ir constant interference with passenger and freight traffic, w
ware dally and hourly growing worses The interference had reached such a stage
that it could no longer be to.erated if the Amarican ecommnd was to eunforce the
proclamation of Gener.l Graves of .pril 2lste On June 8th, ths Commanding Officer
wont to Beresovka and =z conference occurred at that place of which the following is
a trues record:

"Notes on a coafarence regue sted by Colomel lLiorrow at the office
of Brigadier General Yoshie, Imperial Japanese Army ot Beresovka be-
gluning at 4¥30 P, if., June 8th, 1919,at which following ware present:

General lejack, Iilitary Governor Zaibaikal District.

Brigadier Geunerul Yoshie, Impsrial Japanese Army, and a Stuff Ufficers

Gensral Panchenco, Commanding HRussizn troops at Beresovia.

Colonsl C. H. Morrew, Commnanding imerican troops in Verkhne-Udinsit,
iysovaya sactors

lsts Lieutenant John Jamses, adjutan. to Colonel XMorrows

Hussian Int erpretsr, lir. Ziverman.

Japanese Interpreter, Lie tenat Minami.

Colonel Norrow presented to the Russian and Japanese Generals a copy
of letter from Arsrican Consul dated June 3, 1919, inclosing a translation of
& letter from Colonel Tomlovsky, Commander of an Angineer Company of tre9th
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Colonel Xarrow ="Thirty-three men from Zuginser Company refsrred o ars
now held by armored train at the station (Verkhne-Udinsk)."

General Yoshie = 'I have no dirsect concern about this matter and will
therefore give Colonel licrrow my personal opinien, not my official opinion.”

Colonel Morrow - *On May 8th, 1919, the crew of tzs amored car threatend
to whip certain razilroad amployees, Iay 16th, seized a car held by imerican
Commander, and threatsned %0 whip Fussi.n caretaker if he rsported the factse.
Mgy 28th, a train of seven cars iander cha:ge Of an american He.He5.Ce Officer
was in the V-rkhune~Udinsk yards. The armored train dermnded that ome car of
the ReBReSeCs train be sturned over to the armared train. Jhe demand wa- refused
after which ths Ufficer in charge of the ReRe3.Cs train was informed that if
car was not turngd over within an hour the armared trzin would fire upon hime
gy 29th, 1919, armored train o_pened its ports, mammed its guns and trained
them on a car under charge of an averican guard. June 1st, 1919, armored car
moves out of yards and holds up train at Salengs, arresting certain military
o ssengerse Jhe above recited facts reke it clezr tiab the ammored trzin dess
Interfere with traffic and is « menace to the Armarican sector and must there-
foro move out of the _-ericum sector wnd L requast that Gesercl Yoshie and
fonersl Mejack assist me t0 have the amored ¢ar removed from American Sector
within 24 hourse I am responsible or security of railrcad, if armored car
does not mcve within 24 hours from § PellL, Juns 8th, 1919, I will make battle

on it."

General Yoshie = 'I understand amored car used tc treat psople as
Cclonel liorrow states, whip employees, etc., but at the game time the armored
car helps to stop the Bolsheviks and t0 arrest suspects. !

Colonel lorrow - 'I do not desire bloodshed but -ust carry out my
orderss The ammored cazr interferes with the imerican gw..rd int erferes with
passengers, shop up train No. 21, Juna Rlsts It rmust go.'

Ge .eral Panchenco = 'Ths Zugineer Company apprshended and arressted
by tho armoared car left 3Beresovka without authority and it was st my request
that the armored car zcted on June lste The amored car is uander oarders of
Lieutenant Colonsl Lvoff, Commending Russizn troops at Fark Barrac.as, but thig
time they went cut at my raquest.’

Colonel Morrow t0 Genersl Panchenco -~ 'Did you know the irerican
Comrand was in charge of the guarding of the railrozd in this sector®?

Generzsl PoncXaunco = "I did not.?

Colonel Norrow = 'But I officially iaformed you of that facts The
armored car has no rigat 10 fight in the Amcrican sector without the mwwledge
of the :merican Commanders?

Geinoral Xejack - 'I can move the armored car on my own ordars.
Will Colonel Morrow be responsible for the safety of country in vicinity
of railroad if ammored car is m.ved?!

Colonel Ilorrow = 'Yes, If you desire to semd armorsd car inso the
ararican sector to apnrehend criminels I will give necessary vermission.!

Geineral Yoshie = *I understand that amorad train did threaten






in the city and a conflict between armed forces. I tell you this car is and
as been and continues to tireaten the operations of the railroad, and the
lives of its employees. I tsll you this in order that you may be fully in.-
formd, I cannot carry out mu orders if the car remsins here.’

Colonel Morrow to Geueral Yoshie - 'What action will the Japanese taken w
when I open fire?! :

Genarsl Yoshie's reply to Colonel Morrow - 'If you open fire of course
the Japunese Army will stand neutral, but I personaliy think that it is not
quite right to fire on such short nodices OUf course if 2 battle occurs I am
under orders of ~ieutenznt General Oba, my division commanders 1 hope that no
such trouble cccws in tre vicinity of my comnands I request you to ask
Ataman Semenoff t0 tgk s the armored car awye I will ask Lisutenant General
Oba to use his influsnce to have the cmmored car removed.'

Geuerel lejack = I am not in charge of the amored train but staman
Semenoff is in charge of it. I willi transmit .o him tha request of Colonel
Morrow for bths removal of the care I consider twsuty four hours ample tims fe
the armored car to be rancoveds’?

General Yoshie = 'This s differend from the policy of the Japunese which
is %o let the Russi.ns setile smali affairs the Jupanese troops only being sem
against large forcese.

Colonel Morrow = *I am charged wi.k the _ood operation of the railroad
and am carrying out an sllied agreemeunt %0 which both the Russiuns aud Japsnes
are a parte The Allles put me here, not ...erica. I am carrying out orders,
when tne armored car Opposes me t orposes the allies aad Lthe Omsk Government,
It is ths Americax Commander's duty to declde what consistutes a menace to or
an interfesnce with the railroad and to determine the action to be taken. It
is your dutyto support ma.In tihat action I do not intend t0 permit the zurmord
car to go up and down th® Americun sector Interferring with traffic and arress
ing and kililng passengers without any legal risht or authori.ye

Colonel Murrow to Geserzls Nejack and Panchenco = 'I requast you %o
cormunicate my demands and the reasons therefore to the armored car Commandern
and &sk him to tdke his car Bast, not West. In casse the armored car does not
move by 5:00 P.Ms tomorrow, I requzst you to notify all people at or 1n the
vicinity of the railroad statlon and yards, to move out of the lina of fire
aui tc issue orders to the troops at Park Barracks that they rmst not atitempt
to cross the river from zow on and the troops at Bsresovka that they must not
et er the city of Verkhne-Ydinsk from this time until the question of the
amored car is seltleds 4ftar 5:00 PoMe, June 9th, the Russian troops now in
the city muse remainin thelr barracks pending disposition of amored train.
This 0 pravest & gensrel conflict in the citye

Generzl llejack = 'In rsply to t o uitiretum of Coc.onel Morrow, I desire o
t0 say ¢ at I consider 5 e dem.a. fur ire ramoval of the armored car unlawful
and as not meeting the sitation and an interference in tre administration of
the Russiin Govermment and ifs guarding of law und order, against all this I
protests I cons der it necessury to have an armored train in the imsrican
sector for my nesdse I siill report this entire affair to my swuperior author-
ities as the ~mmored cur is in charge of Ataman Semenoff in the district in

w:ich I govem. ! )
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"a'—ad. I gannot carry owl mu ordsrs if The car remelins hore.?

Colonel Morrow to General Yoshie - 'What action will the Japanese taken w
when I open fire??

General Yoshie's reply to Colonel Lorrow = 'If you copen fire of course
the Japuanese Army will stand neutral, but I personally think that it is not
quite right to fire on such short nodices Of course if 2 battle occurs I am
under orders of ~ieutenant General Oba, my division commanders 1 hope that no
such trouble occurs in the vicinity of my command. I requast you t0 ask
Atamn Semenoff to t@ke the armored car aw.ye. I will ask Liesutenant Geunersl
Oba to use his influsnce to have the zrmorad car removeds'

Geueral Mejack = I am not in charge of the ammored train but Atamam
Semenoff is in charge of it. I will transmit .o him the request of Colonel
¥orroy for ths removal of the cars, I consider twenty four hours anmplie time fe
the armmored car to be rancvad, '

General Yoshis = 'This g differen¢ from the policy of the Japanese which
iz b0 let ths Russi.ns seftle smul. affairs the Jupanese troops only being sem
against large forcese

Colonel Morrow = *I am charged wih the _ood operation of ithe railroad
and am ecarrying out an 4sllied agreemsnt tO which both the Russiuns and Japznes
ara a part. The ailies put me here, not Liverica. I am carrying out orders,
when ths armored car Opposes ma & opposss the Allies and the Omsk Government,
It is ths .mericay Commander's duty to decide what consistutes a menace to or
an interfe-snce with the railroad an: t0 determine the action to be taken. It
is your dutyto suppoert mse.in tiat action I do not intend to permit the armord
car to g0 up and down the Americam sactor interferring with traffic and arresk
ing and killing passengers without any legal richt or auchori.ye

Colonel Xirrow to Ge.aerzls lejack and Panchenco = 'I request you to
commmicate my demnds and the reasons trsrefore (o the armored car Commandern
and ask him to0 t=ke his car Bast, not West. In case ths armored car does not
move by B:00 P,M. tomorrow, I request you to notify all people at or in the
vicinity of the railroad station and yards, to move oubt of the lins of fire
and to issus orders to the troops at -ark Barracks that they must not attempt
to cross the river from sOoW On gnd the Lroops at Buresovks that trey must not
at er the city of V,erkhne-ddinsk from this time wuntil thes question of thse
armmored oar i1s settleds 4Aftsr H5:00 Pole, June 9th, ths Hussi.n troops now in
the clty must remszinin thelr barracks pending éisposition of armored fStrain.
This to pravsni o generul conflict in the city.

Genercl liejack = *In reply to &t =2 witiratum of Co.onel liorrow, 4 desire b
to say t at I consider t e dem.a: fur :}e ramoval of the amored car unlawful
and as not meeting the situgtion aixd an ianterference in tre administration of
he Russi.n Govermment and i%s guarding of law .nd order, against all this I
proteste 1 cons der it necessury L0 have an armored train in the smorican
sacior for my needs. I s:ll report this entire affair to my superior author-
ities as the Lmmored cur is in charge of «taman Semenoff in the district in
wichk 1 govema ?

Coicnel Lorrow = "I balieve this brings our confaereuce to a closa.?

JOHT JALHES
Lste ~isute., 27th Infantry,
Aeting wajutant,

RuECCTDERD



At 5300 F. 1. of the same day, vune 8:h, the following telegram was sent to Fiald
Ataman Semenof f£:

"Yerkhne-Udingk, Siberia, Juns Sth, 1319,
Field Atamsn Semenoff, Chita. On accoun. of interfersuce with the
railroad, seizure of cars, violation of all orders, interference with
and thre~tening attitude towards my guard and ths rallroad smployees,
undisciplined and unwarranted obstruction of passenger traffic, inter=-
forence with wokking parties,stce., I reguwest the immediate removal
of the amored cars now here to Chitas Thair presence endungers the
railroad and under my orders 1 will forcibly destroy tham if they are
not removad by five P Me tomorrow June ninth. 4s commaaer cof Ghis
sector under the Allied agreement aand the agreement wi:h the supreme
dictator for the guarding of the rallrcad, I request btleir removal
in order to prevent bloodsheds I will write you a fully explanation of
this entire affair tomorrows I faeel trat you will fully agree with me
wren you receive this report. Ihis is for iliz bast interest of all
concernsd and I regmwest your cooparation and promt agreement with my re-
mests I bave fully informed t:e Jupunese commarder and thia Russiun
Beneral hsre of my declision and intentiom. orrow, Commander, Us. S
Proops, Baikal Sector."

To carry into effect the ultimatum which had been given to Generzl llejack, General
Panchenco, znd the amored train, Company "I" with two machine guns was sent to a
point about two versts west of the Virkhne-Udinsk railroad station to control

the roads leading from Bearesovka to the city of Verkhne-Udinsk. Three 37=MM guns
were entrenched during ths night at points 8C0 and 1200 yards to the east of the
amored train, Company "L" wi h two one pound rapid fire Poms-Poms and the re-
mainder of ths lachine Gun Campany under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Willium
Ce liiller, wers sent t0 thes high ground West of ths Uda River to prevent the Cossacks
then stationed at the Parikk Barracks from crossing the river and entering the city.
Two platoons were sent into the clty under the comrmsnd of Cuptain W.ite to control
ths city barracks. Thess dispositions prevsuted a concentration of the kussi:n
forcas and left the Amarican command in *h= cantsr of tese forces intact. A1l
detachments and outposts were comnected by telephone with the Headquarters at thes
camp which wecupied a central position as regards the detachments. On June 9th,
et 8330 4. ., the following telegram was received from General Yoshie:

®June 9th, 1919, Telegram from General Yoshie to lire

Minami. Transmit the following to Colonel Morrows *'I umderstood your
request t0 be reasounable omce, but as 1 think it over more it is hard

to believe that this demund should be made directly, because anyhow

it is a domanil on Russiun troops. Therefore I think it will be rmuch
better for th: interest of the future if we both report to Vliadivostck
for a settlemsns by the commander in chief of the Allied troops, so

that 1 wish you most thoightfully further cousider your actioane Yoshie."

To wrich the Commanding Officer replied as follows:

"Headquarters Twenty-Seventh Infantry, Veirkhne~-Udinsk, Siberia,
Juns 9th, 1919. l=zjor General Yoshis, Imperial Japaness Army,
through kre. Minami. I acknowledge receipt of your letter of this
mornings I have given this grave matfer the most profound consider=
atione I have sent astaman Semenoff a teleszram. a conv of which



Fiald atamn Jemwnoff, Chita. Cn gocount of luterfersnee with the
reiiroad, seizure of cars, violation of all orders, interference with
and torestening attitude towards my guard and ths railroad emmloyees,
undisciplined and unwarranted obstruction of passenger traffic, inter=-
ferencs with working parties,etc., I rogmwst the immediate removal

of the ammored cars now here to Chita. Their presence endangers the
railroad and under my orders 1 will forcibly destroy them if they are
not ramoved by five P li. tomorrow Juns ninth., 4s comma:der of this
gector uader the Allied agreement and the agreemsnt wi:h the supreme
dictaior for the guarding of the railrcad, I request their removal

in order to prevent bloodshede I will write you a fully explanation of
this entire affair tomorrow. I feel that you will fully agree with me -
w: en you receive this report. This is for ths best interest of all
concerned ano I requwest your cooperation and prompt agreement with my re-
queste I have fully informed the Japanese commamier and ths Russian
Gensrcl here of my decision and intention. Harrow, Commander, U. Se
Troopa, Balkal Ssctor.”

To carry into effect the ultimatum which had been given to General Ms jack, Gensral
Panchenco, and the amored train, Company "I" with two rachine guns was sent to a
point about two versts west of the Virkhns-Udinsk railroad station to control

the rosds leading from Beresovka to the city of Verkhne-Udinsk. Three 37=-MM guns
were entrenched during the night at points 8C0 and 1200 yards to the east of the
amored train, Company "L" wi h two one pound rapid fire Poms-Poms and the re-
minder of ths “achine Gun Company under the command of Lieutenant Colomel Willium
Ce Mller, were sent to th: high ground Vest of th: Uda River to prevent the (Cossacks
then stationed at ths Park Barracks from crossing the river and entering the city.
Two platoons were sent into ths city under the commnd of Cuptain Waite to control
ths city barracks, These dispositions prevonted a coacentration of the Russisn
forces snd left the American command in the center of tese forces intact. 411
detachments and outposts were connected by telephone with the Headquarters at the
camp vhich cccuwpled a central position as regards the detachments. Un Yune 9th,
at 8:30 A. M., tho following telegram was received from General Yoshie:

"June 9th, 191J. Telegrum from Geieral Yoshie %0 lire

liinami. Transmit the foilowing to Colonel Liorrows 'l understoud your
request t0 bs reasonable once, but as I think it over more it is hard

to believe that this demand should be made directly, because anyhow

it is = demani on Russian troops. Therefore I think it will be much
better for the interest of the fu. ure if we both report to Vliadivostck
for a settlement by the commander in chief of the Aliied troops, sO

that 1 wish you most thoughtfully further consider your actio:. Yoshie."

To w:ich the Commanding COfficer replied as followa:

"Headquariers Twenty=~Seventh Infantry, Ve.xhne-Udiusk, Siberia,
Juns 9th, 1919. Major Genercl Yoshie, Imperial Javaness army,
thiough Xr. Minami, I acknowledge receipt of yow letter of this
morning. I have givan this grave matter the most profound consider=
atione I have sent atamen Semsnoff a telegram, a copy of which
2 e NMinami will give youe I _m given %o this course of action and
must pursue it. I rely om your of ficial promise of yesterdsy that
in event of & conilict between my forces and ths armored car that you
would remcin neutral. 1 Yrust that you will be abl- te prevent this
couflict by wiring Ge.er 1 “Yba to hava ths amorsd car removed from
the .imericen sectors Cclonel Us 3. lrmy, Commanding Baikal Sector,"

=14



On Juns 9th at 10:00 A.k., Colonel Kasai.and Major ¥ Fukisawa, Imperial
Japanese Army, 33rd regiment of Iufantry, called on Colonel Korrow at the American
Headquarterse The following coanversation took places

"Jltimatum of the Jgpsnese delivered to Colomel Cs He MoOrrow, Commanding
27th U. 8. Infantry at american Headquarters, Verkhne-Udinsk, June 9th, 1919, by
Colonel Kasal and Majoar T Fukisawa, Imperial Japanese irmy, 33rd regiment of
Infantry. :

Colonel Xasai = 1 have beén seul to you oy General Yoshie. Thers were so
many people at the conference yeosterday that he fears that he might not have
made himself c osar s0 he has sent me here ¢0 make a full statement of ths Ja; anese
pesitione Due.to the fact that Hussians were present at the conference of yester~
day, Genoral Yoshie counld not say certain things he desired to saye ' (Colouel Kas-
ai then makes a reference to note from Gener-l Yoshie, dated Juae 9th, 1919, quoted
in paragraph 8, page 24, of this c ommnication)! 'General Yoshie says even ammored
trains comes under dispatch of Russian troops. ZSven Russians could not order
amored train to leave from Verkhne-Udinsk, No¢ oa2 can direct removal of zrmored
train without anthority from Allied Commander, so that is nacessary that the armored
train rem2in here until orders for its removal is received from General Ctani.
General Yoshi®e therefore asks Colonel liorrow to suspend the execution of his, Col-
onel Morrow's order directing armored train to remove ut 5:00 P.ile, Juns 9, 1919,
until receipt of instructions from General Otani. I ask your decision in the matters®

Colonel Morrow then handed telegram dated vuna 9th, 1919, and addressad o0 General
Yoshis which contains decision requesteds (VUelegram quotsd in paragrapd 5, nage 24,
of this commmication). llr. ¥inami read telegram 50 Colonel ¥Xasai and lajor Fukisawz.

Colonel Morrow ~ 'Does (General Yoshie promisse 0 remain neutral still remsin
good, if I fire upon the armored car, and if not, what steps will General Yoshie tdce?!

Colonel Kasal = 'Genersl Yoshie states that Japanese will keep their promise and
remain nesutrzl in case of an armsed couflict between the Awe:rican forces and tls armor-
ed car in the American sector. But if you fire on amored car and 2ll Russian troops
oppose you and a large batile ensues, the Japanese will be unable to remain ocuf 0f the
conflicte A4ll guestions will be settled if ammored car is removed, so trat I again
ask you to walt for the decision of General Otanil,.?

Colonei Lorrow = 'In cas> a conflict does occur vhich side will the Japunese tske?!

Colonsl Kasai - 'Of course we do not expect a gensral battle, but if it doss
occur, 1 can ot give an answer at this time &5 t0 the side the Japanese would take.
This matter is sc.ely a gquestion of ske ramoval of the amored train. If Colonsl
Morrow will not suspand his prder for the removal of the ammored train the Japanese
will tzke tine amorad tralzn b0 3sresovka and prevent the imericams troops from firing
upon it',

Colon=1 lorrow = 'Ihen I understand you to say that the Japanese say they will
rosist by force the remcoval of :ne emored car by "ne imaerican troops from the
dmerican sector and that the Japaness accept full responsibility for any thing that
may cccur as & resuli of their action and will remove the amored car to Berasovka

and protect it against the American trocps.?

Colonel Kasal = 'That is correcte!



s W . - e = - - _

"Ultimatum of the Jzpznese deliverad to Colonsl Ce H. Morrow, Commanding
27th U. 3. Infantry at smerican Headquarters, Verkhne~Udinsk, June 9th, 1919, by
Colonel Kaszi and Majar 7. Fuklisawa, Imperial Japanese Army, 33rd regiment of
Infantry. .

Qolonel Xasal = 'l have besn sent to you by General Yoshie. There ware so
many people at the conference yesterday that he fears that he might not have
made himself c"ear so0 he has sent me here to mke a full statemsnt of the Japanese
positions Due to the fact that Russians were present at the conference of yester=-
day, General Yoshie could not say certain things he desired to say. ' (Colonel Kas-
ai then makes a reference to note from Gensrzl Yoshis, dated June 9th, 1919, quoted
in paragrsph 8, page 24, of this cowmnication)' 'General Yoshie says even axmored
trains comes under dispatch of Russian troops. Even Russians could not order
amored train to leave from Verkime-Udinsk. HNo one can direct removal of armared
train without authority from Allied Commander, so that is nscessary that the armored
train remzain here until orders for its removal is recelved from General Otani.
General Yoshie therefore asks Colonel Morrow to suspend the execution of his, Col-
onel Morrow's order directing armored train to remove at 5:;00 P.}., Juns 9, 1919,
untll receipt of instructions from Ganeral Otami. I ask your decision in the matter,!

Colonel Morrow then handed telegram dated vuna 9th, 1919, and addressed o General
Yoshies which contains decision requested. (7Uelesgram quoted in paragraphr 8, page 24,
of this corminicasion). iMr. Vinami read telegram 50 Colonel ¥asai and llajor Fukisawa.

Colonsl Xorrow = 'Doss General Yoshle promise t0 remain neutral still remzin
good, if 1 fire upon the armored car, and if not, what steps will General Yoshie takce?'

Colonel Kasal -~ *General Yoskie states that Japanese will keep their promise and
remain neutral in case of an armed c¢o.flict between the Awerican forces and tls armor-
8d car in the Arsrican sector. But if you fire on amored car and all Russian troops
oppose you and a large battle ensues, the Japanese will be unable £ remain ouf 0f the
conflicte All questions will be settled if ammored car is remwved, so tiat I again
ask you to walt for the decision of Generzl Otzni,.'

Colonel Lorrow = 'In cas- a conflict doess occur whicl side will thse Japunese take??

Colonel Kagai - '0f courss we 40 not expect a genaral battle, but if it does
occur, 1 camot glve an answer at this time as t0 the side the Japanese would take.
This matter is solsly & question of tlr ramoval of the ammored train. If Colonel
Morrow will not suspend his prder for the remival of ths wmmored train the Japanese
will teke the samored train to Baresovka aud preovernt the iAzericans troops from firing
upon it'e

Colonsl liorrow = *Then 1 understand you t¢ say that the Japunese say they will
resist by force the removal of the amored car by e American troops from the
anerican sectour aud that fle Japsnese accept full responsibility for any thing that
may oecur as a result of their action and will remove the amored car 5o Beresovka
and protect it zgainst the .merican troops.?

Colonel Kssal = *That is currect.’

Colozal lorrow - "Wher will you remove tie axmored car ? Will you remove it by
4:00 Po L today?!

Teclonel Kasal = 'Yes's

Colonsl lorrow -~ *1 ask you to put Japanase Ltroops aboard when armored car
igaves tle yard'.



Coionel Kasal = '] agree.?

Colonel korrow -~ 'I do not intend to dbring om a conflict with the Japaness
with orders from higher asuthority.?

Colonel Kasali = 'I wish you to u derstand very well that Japunese do not mean
any trouble against the americans but desire to prevent trouble.,'

Colouel Horrow ~ 'l thougnt I was in charge of this sector but it appears that
General Yoshie igs. I believe that our couference is now ended zad that this matter
now rests in the hands of higher anthority.’

Pursuant to the foregoing the armored train was moved to Basresovka at 1:30 P. I

The Japunese did not place a guard aboard as it went out. Lieutenant Colonel liller
was saunt t0 General Yoshie's Headcusrters t0 make inguiries why this wss not dones
Tre Japanese replied that the armored train had moved to Beresovk. before they could
place guards aboard it and that it was then under guard of the Japinese and would
remain 30 and would not be permitted to move out of Beresovka without the express
pemission of Colonel worrows From 5 o'clock in the afternoon of June §th to & o'clock
in the afternoon of June 9th, the Russian forces at Beresovka, at ths Pusrk Barracks
and the City Barracks, did not attempt in any way t0 move into th= city ard in every
way carried out the order which had been given by the Arerican Commeuder not te
attempt any movement to cocentrate againgt the city. On January 9th, 1919, 2:40 P.1L
the following telegram was recelved from staman Semenoff:

"Chita, June 9th, 1919, 7To representative of imerican Command, lorrow.
I agree to rem.ve lmmediately the _mored car if you gusraatee to me the full
cessation of disorder und indecent actse I r=ly upon documents I have, by
members of your troops, Gtowards the peaceful pupuiation in ths city of Vaerkhne-
Udinsk =nd have the proper raspact for the Russizn law, fTussi.n uniform and
for Russien customs as 0" her Ailies who are in Russian territory have period
Looking for frisndly and cooparative work with the wllies in establishing gcvern-
ment, law and order in my country, to my great sorrow, I realize that some
mambsrs of the American troops are not cooperating with our joint work but
interfere with its success. What would be useful and good only for owr enemies
Bolshevikse If you will not give me the requested smarantee in order to remove
the armored car about five o'clock, then I, as a Russian officer and citizen °
cannot permit any mockery on the Russian nation and on the Russisn national
dignity and on your chalienge mde, will immediately sendi troops to Verkhne-
Udinsks If the commander of the amored car committed any unlawful acts or
interference, ti.en he will be tried by court. Await satisfactory decision from
you as & representative of the Allied command in the Baikal sector as I beligve
the Amerigcsm troops were sent to Russia not to fight with the Russian troops but
for joint work in establishing law and order. About the above 1 am reporting to
the headgquarters of the suprsme dictator to report to the supreme dictator and
the Allied commnds 4426 Eastern 3iberians Colonel Semenoff."

To which the Commanding Officer replied as follows:

"Verkhng=Udinsk, Siberia, June 9th, 1919, 4:00 P, I, Field .itaman Semenoff,
Chitae. Your telegram receiveds A5 regards to conduct of my tpoops, their disci-
pline and behavior will compare most favorably with that 8f£ your own troops.

My respect for Russian law and customs is as high as yowr owne I am fully in-
formed as t0 my mission in Siberia and shsll continue to0 carry it oute That

mission is assistance to the Russian people. If you dispatch troops here with
hnatila intantinne trorard me aommend T chall maat tham in a similar mannar.






On June 10th, 1919, Ataman Semenoff replisd as follows:

"Chita, ouue 10tn, 1912. 0 iserican Colonel iorrow. Your telegram
recsivede Looking from the point of view of not psrmittiing foresign inter-
forence in the interusl affairs of Russia I shsll ask psmnission only from
higher Russizn Command and your gentle, benificient permission, sent to my
headmarters, I ascribe only t0 an incorrect translation of your thoughts
by your imterpreter. Ataman Semencffe”

On June 18th $he amored train, through Geusrul Toshie, requested pzrmigssion to be
permit ted to procesd to Chita, stopping in Va:rkhne-Udinsk one hour for repairs.
This pemission was grant ed and the amored train proceeded out of the .merican
sector, thus ending ths first incidsnt of the Semenoff armored trsins. It may be
noted, however in this commection, that, during the retention of the armmored train
at Beresovka while under ths charge of the Jupanese and umier their guard, the crew
of the amored train arrested two Austrian prisoners, Isadore 3Singer and Joseph
Gruine These two men were taken aboard tre amored strain where 7500 roubles wers
taken from lsadore Singer and 1500 roubles from Joseph Gruin. Tley were then given
15 strokes apiece, iron rods (rifle cleaning rods) bsing used in their whipping.
No physician was permitted to see thess men for over tweatyeifowr hours. From the
terrific whipping that these men received, lIsadore Siager is still an invalid znd
unable to perform labor of any character. (See report of Colonel Johann Napoleon,
hareto appended marked "E".) On June 10th Mr. Steveus, Head of the Inter-gllied
Technical Board, passed through Verkhmns-Udinsk on his way t0 Harbin. after a
confersence in which the entire situation was lald before him, Mr. Stavens sent

the following telegram: '

"Verkhne-Udinsk, Siveria, Juns 10th, 1919. Commanding Geural, A. Ze Vo,
Vladivostoke From all reports I have receivea, the operations of Semenoff's
armored traing in the American ssctor constitute an interference with the
railroad, its operation and its employsese. There is no necessity for Semenoff's
amored trzins in this sector, nor is their presence desired. Stevens."

On Juns 18th ths heavily ammored train "Destroyer" laft logzon for Varkhne-Udinsk,
forcing its way along tre raiiroad, and arrived on Jusne 19th. Immediately after its
arrival Colonel Kovolvsky, Com-anding the Hussian troops at Beresovka, and the
senior Russi.n Commoender ut trat time in eitr er Varkhne-Udinsk or Beresovka, care
to the Arerican Headguartars auc ths followln~ coaference took place:

"Vsrkhne-Udiusk, Siberis,
June 19, 1919,

Conferece at ths smericean camp beglnning at 10:30 4. M., June 19, 1919,
with refsarsnce to the armored train which zrrived at Verkhne-Udinsk, 3iberia, on Jum
19, 1919, from Chita.

PRESZNT:

Americanss
Colonz2l Ce He Korrow, 27th Infarkry.
1st. Lisout. John Jamss, 27th Infantry, Adjutant
(Present, but not tzking part. Colonel J. D. Leitch, Acting
Ins ector Geaeral, Inspector). ..
Ir. Silverman = Interpreter.






Colonel Moprrow: Is it not & fact trat at Chita thers are babter aad more
commodions skops than here at Verkhne -Udinsk?

Colonel Kovolovsky: I am familiar with the shops at Chita but not those here.
I do know that ihe shops at Chita ars greatly ov-rcrowded with work. I would like
t0 know whether o not the American Commarder has any objection to the armored
train remaining at Vorkhne-Udinsk; if so, what objection.

Colonel &orrow: I do object to its being here because it proceeded hare by
force and againgt ths wishes of the railroad authoritisese.

Colonel Kovolovsky: Wiat railroad ant horities ?

Colonel Liorrow® Firstly; the statlon master at kogzone The Superintendent of
Transportation of thz Oparating Divisione 3econdly: ur. Stevens, Head of the
Opsrating Department of the railroad objects to the presence of the armored train
here, because it interferes with the operation of thas railroad, terrorizes railroad
employees, menaces station masters and raiiroud ermployess and by its barbarous actions
creates & relgn of terror among the employees of the rallroad. Colonel Lantry, L.eKe
SeCe, American Zngineer, of the Operating Department with the hearquarters at Irkutsk,
objects to the presence of the armored train here on the same grounds as Iir. 3tevens.
Major Cantrell, ReReS5.Cs, Division Khilok to Irkmtsk, wit h headq.arters here also
objects to the presence of the amored train hers on the same grounds as Mr. Stevens.
It refuses t0 cbey the orders or the regulations of my guard at the railroad station
md is, in fact, a train for the purpose of whipping railroad ercployees, civilians
and Austrian War Prlsoners, without trial and at the whim of its commander or its
Crewe

Colonel Kovolovsky: The purpose of the armored train is to fight against the
Bolsheviks, which must bo done only om rscelpt of orders from higher authority. If
such actions as you report have taken place, its c ammander is responsible and subject
to trial by court-mrtial amd if it is found that the offenses reported by you were
committed, he will be tried and if you have proofs I would li.e very much 0 receive
theme. The orders from tina Kolchak Government prohibit interference with the propsr
operztion of the rallrwed. ‘he cammamier of the new armored train received orders o0
proceed to Verkhne-Udinsk for repairs ond imew nothing of th- trouble between the
Amsricans and the urmored train already at this place. The military authorities
did not know that ths new ammored train was coming here, but now that it has arrived,
we are trying to reach same kind of an agreemsnt with the Allies with reference to
it s rem ining here.

Colonel Morrow: How long have you been in command at Beresovka?
Colonel Kovlowsky: Since last Decembers

Ccilonel Mor:oiw® Did you direct officers from the ammored train to coms to
Verkhne~Udinsk, t0 arrest .ustrian prisoners of War Singer and Gruin a.d to take them
on board tie armored train st Beresovka, an< to give them there 150 lashes?

Colonel Kovolovsky: You lave been incorrectly informeds These prisoners of war
wore deserters from the prison camp at Beresovka. 1 gavs the order for their arrest,.
Before they degerted they were membars of the Red Army as documents found on them
Brove. Large sums of money were also found on them. [For the desertion from the
camp they will be tried by cowrt-martizi. If it is found that they were in the Red
Ammy they will also be tried for thate. I have heard rumors that they were whirmad






Colonel liorrows Thnen I understand Coionel Kovolovsky to say that these
prisoners wers not whipped abo ard tha amored train nor anywhers alese?

Colonel Kovolovsky: That is coirecte

Colonel orrow: Is it not a fact that Singer and CGruin bBad been living in
Verkhne-Udinsgk for over s yoar operating as merchants with the permission cf the
Rugsian aut horities?

Colonel Kovolovsky: HNo.

Colonel Morrow: Is not Gruin a2 marrisd man and has he not u wife in
Vorkhne =Udinske.

o

Colonel Kovolovsiy: I kmow for the last year he has lived with a wo an; whather
he is married or not I do not know.

Colonel Morrow: What is your opinion of Colounel Hupoleon, senior war prismer
at Beresovka with reference t0 his charscter ond veracity?

Colonal Rovolovsky: K ¥now fthat the war priscners themselves are not saitisfiled
with him. OColonel Napoleon desires to have anthority over the war prisocners and
abuses that authority when he gets if., GCome dissasitfaction has arisen over certain
money kept by him for other war prisonerse I once had a sgreat deal of coafidence
in him but later was disappointed with his conducte

Colonel Norrow? he objr2tion to the amored train here comes from every
official in the operating department of the railroad and as Arerican Commander, I also
object to its presence here because it interferes with the operation of ths railroad,
terrorizes railroad employess, and menaces the railroad and my gnard,

Colonel Kovolovskys I desire to assure you that no misunderstandings will oeccur
again and that it will menace no ones

Colonel llorrows But, I tell you that the raiiroad officials say it is a menace
and that 1t does interfere and thay do not desire it here a2nd do want it removed.

Colonel Kovolovsky: Officially there could be no misunderssanding with ths
civilian population or the railroad employeese. The purpose of the armorsd train
hers is to prevent Bolshavik uprisings and to resist their attackse

Colonel Xorrow: Do you not understand that the Amarican Army assumes full
rogponsibllity for the gnarding of the railroad from the Bolsheviks, and that I am
charged with that duty, not the aimored trasin, and that 1 guarantes that I will do it,

Colonel Eovolovsky: The situation s such that for the last month sverything
is quiet in this sector, but the Bolsheviks work quietly, keep omn agitat ing, and
someg steps must be taken to stop them from this purpose, thersefore the presence
of the armored train is very.desirablee

Colonal Morrow: I have 2300 soldisrs to suppress Bolshevik wprisings whersever
they my occure

Colonel Xovolovsky: I understand that,
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Colomel orrow: Is it not g fgoet that Singer and Gruin bad boen living in
Verxhne-Udingk for ovar a year operating as merchants with the pemission of the
Russian aubthorities?

Colonel Kovolovsky: No.

Golonel Morrow: Is not Gruin a married man and has he not a wife in
Verkhne -Udinsk.

Colonsl Kovolovsky: I mow for ths last ysar he has lived with a worans; whether
he is marrisd or not I do not knows

Colonel Morrow? What is your opinion of Colonel Napoleon, senior war priscmer
at Beresovka with reference to his character and veracity?

Colonal Kovolovsky: K lmow that the war prisonsrs themselves are not satisfiad
with him. Colonsl Napoleon dasires to have anthority over the war prisonsrs and
abuses that authority when he gets it. Some dissasitfaction has arisen over certain
money kept by him for other war prisonerse I once had s great deal of coafidence
in him but later was disappointed with his conducte

Colonel Morrow: The objretion to the amored train here comes from every
official in the operating department of the railroad and as American Commander, I also
object to its presence here because it interferes with the operation of the railroad,
terrorizes railroad employess, and menmaces the railroad and my guard,

Colonel Eovolovsky: I desire to assure you that no misunderstandings will cccur
again and that it will menaCe no Oneos

Colonel Morrow: But, I tell you that the railroad officlials suy 1t is a menace
@id that 1t does interfere and they 4o not desire it here and do want it removed.

Colonel Kovolovsky: Officially there could be no misunders.anding with ths
civilian population or the railroad employeese Ths purpose of the armored train
hars is to prevent Bolshavik uprisings and to resist their attackse

Colonel korrow: Do you not understand that the imerican irmy assumes full
respomsibility for the guarding of the raillroad from the Bolsheviks, and that I am
charged with that duty, not the armored train, and that 1 guarantee that I will do it.

Colonel Kovolovsky: The situation :s such that for the last month everything
is quiet in this ssctor, but the Bolsheviks work quietly, keep om agitat ing, and
soms steps must be taken to stop them from this purpose, therefore the pEesence
of the armored train is very.desirables

Colonel ilorrow: I have 2300 soldiers to suppress Bolshevik uprisings whersever
they my cccur,

Colonel Xovolovsky: I understand thate

Colonel Morrow: How mawy tr.ops are chare at rark Barracks, are there nob at
ieast BOO men?

Co_cnel Kovolovsgiky: Yese
Colonsl ~orrow: How many ave you at Baresovka.?

Colenel Kovolovsky: About 3000
=1G=



Colonel MLorrow: Are thers not about 3500 Joupunesa troops at Baresovka with
thres amored cars?

Colonel Fovolovsky? Ther have no ammored cars only sume cars with a few guns
mcunt eds

Colonal Morrow® With all these forces why should it be nscesscry to have here
a 3Jemenoff arm red train, when the rallroad officials object and the A-erican Com-
mand er charged with tha guarding of the raiiroad ob jects?

Colonel Xovolovsky: 3Bul the srmored train can go mere quickly.

Colonel Morrow: Bub I say that I will have an ammored car hers and will go
out amd fight agalnst the Bolsheviks within 20 versts of the rail.iroad.

Golonel Kevolovsky: But the Bolsheviks woirk very carefully and the armored
traln can often stop affairs befors tix can develone. When the american Commarder
puts an amored car here the Russian amored train will leave.

Goionel Ilorrow: I will have an armored train; until I doIguarantee that
I will protect the railroad smd move as quickly as the armored train.

Colonel sovolovsky: I agrea with youe 3Bus will you object to the armored
train ramaining here & fow days, meantime I w 1l make & report of this con erence to
Chitae

Colonel Horrow: I object to the ammored train remsining here oune minuts,
I don't want bloodshed but if the ammored train doces remaln here I baligve thom
w1l be bloodshad,

Colonel Kovolovsky: Bat why do you object t0 the armored train so much;
is it not a part of ths amy.

Colonel Mororw: Yes; but the barb rous actions of the armored train are so
numsrous and so outragsous trhat I can not help but objesct. Yesterday the engineer
of the locomotive which pulisd tie train of the .merican Inspectir Geueral and myself
was threatened with a whipping by an officer of the amored ear. Several days agon
a Corporal from the armored trzin arrested an Austrian war prisoner at the Stationm,

took him aboard the train s gave him 50 lashes without just cause or anthority.

Cclonal Xovolovsiy: I aiso xnow of the last incident; charges will be
yraferred against that Gorporal,

Colonel lorrow: I do not intend to permit an ammored train to remaiu here to
thraaten the vary drivers of my owu train. You already ¥mor that a couple of weeks
ago the amored train took by fo:ce a car from a telephons work train underxr the
charge of an Amsrican Zngimeers I have had «ppeal after zppe:l fram Generak Artemisff
that soldiers and troops under orders or enroufe to the front were prevented by the
ammored train from proceeding and for me to have the train removed.

Coclonel Kovalovsky: The only case you counld possibly refer to is the case of
ths Engineer Company which left Berescvka June lst, 1919, without authority. This
was before thse agreement between Kolchsi snd Semenoffs About 60 of these men
ramained at Beresovka. At that $ime, being a part of the 8th Division Commander which
author ity they did not have,






Colonel Kovolovskys Yes and tiey will ovey my orderss

Colonel iorrow: Then 1 request you to rave the armored train removed from the
American sectors

Colonel Kovolovsky® I would like permission to leave the armored train here
for a few dzys in order &iat the necessary repairs to it may be made.

Colonel lorrow® Place a definite limit on the tims it is to remsin and I will
give you my answer.

Colonel Xovolovsky®: Six days; that is, until the 25th,

~ Colonel Morrow: On ti.3 agreement that it will leave on June 25th and will
not return and that no other armored train be sent 0 replace it, and tlat while it
is here I hold Colonel Kovolovsky responsible for its good conduct and its non=-
interference with the raillroad and its employees or with passengsr traific, I agres
that it shall remaln.

Colonel Kovolovsky: I accept the conditions and th: responsibility =und assure
you of the good conduct of the armored traln and its comrmnder. At the time the
armored train arrived its commander was a little nervous as he had just heard of the
trouble with the previous ammored train and groups of American soldiers sapproached and
walked around his train.

Colonel HMorrowt The armored train will not be sttacked by my troops before
the 25the 1 will issue orders to my soldiers not to walk around the train. But I
suggest that the cars of the amored train not actually undergoing repairs be taken
to your garrison at Beresovka where I have no troops.

Colonel Kovolovsky: I agree. Always when conferring with you 1 can reach
an agreement; but I can not be responsible for unamthorized acts of irresponsible
individualse.

JOHIT JAMES,
1st bieut. 27th Infantry,
Acting Adjutante.
RECCRDER"

Pursuwant to the above agreement the armored train remained at Verkhne-Udinsk until
June 25th whem it left for Chita, thus closing the second incident of ths armored
trains of Atamen Semenoffe. Ho 0t or trains of Atsmen Semencff ever attempted to
come into the American sector until after the fall of Omsk and when Irlmtsk was
seriously threatensd by the uprising of the Social=Danccrats. This was late in
Hovemberes On June 20th the following letter was received from Colonel George H.
mmon’ ReBe3eCe

WRUSSIAN RAIZVAY SERVICE CORPS
Verkhne~-Udinsk, June 20, 1919.

Colonel C. H. Morrow,
Comnander Ue Se 27th Infe. Varkhne-Udinsk,

Dear Colonel:






I made a special trip to Vladivostok, lay Xth, for the purpose of placing
the matter befare the lutar-illied Boarde I discussed the proposition very
tho:oughly with lire Smith, the american representative, and he advised me that
the matter had been discussed by the Inbter-illiied Board and instructions issued
through the military board to the various Allied Commandsrs tuat tlhey were as-
signed to protect ths railrcad, that they must use force, if necessary, to see
that railroad transportation was not inferferred with and further that Al.ied
ingpaciors were to call on milits y commanders if troops were necessary to avoid
interference of Semenoff's or other forces interferring with railroad transporta-
tion.

The operation of Semencff?s amored cars in the district, Nanchurisg, o
Mysovaya, is a menzce and tle- are interferring with the Russiwn railroad of-
ficials, and hove issued instructions ¢ the effsct that they have not recog-
nized sllied operation of the railroad. The opersation of the armored cars has
created a reign of terror among the employees and their presesnce in your sector
is not necessary and is not desirsd.

Yours very tmily,

Gaorge H. Zmsrson,
Colonel"®

On July 15th, the followino letter addressed to Major S, Te Cantrell, HeReSeCa
was transmitted toc Colomel Korrow. This lettsr shows conclusively that the
interference of Semenoff?s armored trains had grown so great that tins Refe3.Cs
men had beean recalled from the sector wh ¢l was guarded by the Japunese but which
was unier complete dominance of Semenof f:

July 15, 1919.
Major Cantrell:

On account of Semenoff's Colonel Jookovsky takine aw.y by force isjor
Gravis! bvusiness car, numborb, please srrange for our inspectors on divislons
tc the eczit «f Verkhne-Udinsk to return to their headquarters and stgy there
ané not try to do any work until 1 advise you that there will not be any
Interfarence of our rzilwsy worke FProm Invernation Cormittee,

Lantrye"

Je From June te Septembar the guarding orf tle reilrcsd was a very easy
taslke At mo point wis Sha railroud attacked or any attempts made by any omne te
in any way interfers witkh the railroad or the railroad guard, Frequest reconnaiss-
ances were mmde by the various platoons into the nearby villages covering the entire
secbore 4 reconnalssance sketch and a full report on every village wers nade during
July and Auguste On July 27th, an athletic team, & football squad, 2 band and a
large number of officers were sent to Irkubtsk $0 talte part in an athletic contest
with the Czecho-Slovalz forces at that places On July 3ist the following telegram
was recelived: : '

"Irkutsk, July Xthye Colonel “orrow, Lmerican Army, Verkhne-“dinske
Sergeznt Velanage and Sergeant Natafalusy arrested by Russi:-n military
authorites on night of July 27th charged with disorderly conduct and beating
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srrough the military board t0 ths various Allied Commanders that they were as-
signed to protsct ths railroad, that they must use force, if necessary, 10 see
that railroad transportation was not inferferred with and further that Allied
inspaciors were to cgll on military commanders if troops were necessary to avoid
interference of Semenoff's or other forces interferring with railroad transporta=
tion.

The operation of Semenoff's amored ecars in the distriet, Manchuria, o
¥ysovaya, is a menace and they are interferring with the Russian raillrocad of-
ficials, and have issued ingtructions to the effset that they have not recog-
nized allied operation of the railroad. The operation of the armored cars has
created a reign of terror among the employees and their presence in your sector
is not necessary and is not desired.

Yours very tmaly,

George H. Emersom,
Colonel”

On July 15th, the following letter addressed to lajor S. Te Cantrell, ReRsS.C,
was transmitted to Colonel Morrowe This letter shows conclusively that the
interference of 3emencff?s amored trains hud grown so great that the ReBeSeCs
men had besn recalled from the sector wh ch was guarded by the Japanese but which
was unier complete dominance of Semoncff:

July 15, 1919.
Major Cantrell:

On account of Semenoff's Colonel Jookovsky takine aw.y by foree iajor
Gravis' business car, numbar5, please arrange for our inspectors on divisions
tc ths east of Verkhne-Udinsk to return to their headquarters aud sty there
end not try to do any work until I advise you thrat there will not be any
intarforence of our railway work. #From Internation Committee.

Lant 1y o™

9« From Juna to Septembar the guarding of tle rcilroad was a very easy
tapke AL no point wis the railroad attacked or aay attampis made by any one to
in any way interfere witk the railroad or the railroad guard. Frequest reconmnaiss-~
ances wore made by the various platoons into the nearby villages covering tie entire
sgctore L reconnaissance skxetck and a full report on every village wers made during
July ami august. On July Z7th, an athletic teum, 2 football scuad, a band and a
iarge number of officers were sent to Iritubtsk $o take part in an athletic coutest
with the Cgzecho=-3lovak furces at that place. Un July Zlst the following telegram
was recelved:

"Irkutsk, July 20thee Colonel *orrow, imerican irmy, Verkhne “1‘nske
Sergeant Velanage anad Jergeant Hatafmlusy arrested by Russiin miittary
authorites on nigic of July 27th charged with discrderly conduct and beating
Russian official. Russi.n investigation completed. Genersl Sechoff comnander
of this military district informs iweriecan Consul and myself that our soldisrs
ara eulirely 30 blame sud refusas to release them unless General Artemieff sc
orders. Wo previously asw ..rtemieff who was cordial, r~omised gquick invssti-
gation but stated case uuder Geier:l Sechoff's jurisdietion. From beginning
I pranised full wrcsecutbion by you, if released (o me under arrest. Consul

mde point that arrasted forsign sold ers must be delivared into 'custody of
22



responsible off! ~ers of ammy tc whick soldiers belonged, but this Genercl
Sechoff refusaes to admit. I have sbory of this affair from Czech Provost
Marshal, ow men and Kussiuns - all stories conflict, and I believe our soldiers
did not give me full detalls. I forsee only delay amd, eventually, Russizn
prosecutions Consul Williams advising Consul General Harris at Omske Advise

me additional action to be taken. Novak, Lisutenant 27th U, S. Iafantry.

This telegram was immediztely transmitted to the Armerican Headquarters at Vladi=-

vostok-with the following additions:
L

"] have telegraphed the imerican Consul and Genersl Artemieff demcading
releass Of these men and an apology fof their detention after proper officials
demanded their release. If the Russian authorities can arrest, hold and try
American soldiers, they cen arrest, hold and try the Comznding Generzl and
the ent ire American Army. If not lnstrusted to the contrary, and if soldiers
are not released in 24 hours, I shall arrest tv0 high military of ficials hLere
and hold them in confinement until the two soldiers are released to me for
triale e cannot parmit this principle of arresting and holding sc:diers
for one moment, if we do we are destroyed. Immdiate reply requested. Liorrow".

The following telegram was ipmediately sent to Lieutenant Novak, Irkuts., care of
the American Consul:

"Continue the demand by the imerican Consul as forcefully as possible far
the release of our mene. Demand svology for their detentiom. I rave wired
A?X outlining retaliation and asking authority to execute. I have telegraphed
General Artemieff as follows quote. General Artemieff, Irkutsks. The holding
of two American soldlers in the prison at Irkutsk after a demand for their re-
lease ond trial by propar American anthorities violates every principls of
Allied cooparation. If the militia at Irkutsk can arrest, hold and try American
soldiers, they can 2lso arrest, hold and try the Commanding General of the
Americen or .Allied forcese. This claim is ridicmlous. These men must at once
be released to the imerican Comnsul for trial by me. 1 trust to your Excellency
to rebuke this officizl for his stupidity and cawe him %o gpologlze to the
Americen Consul for holding these men after he had asked for their release to
hime Unquote. Morrow."

At ths same tims the following telegram was sent t0 the American Coms .l at drkutsk:

"Demznd the immediate release of the two American soldiers now held by the
Russian authoritiese The Russians must not attempt to try American soldiers.
Their guilt or innocence has nothing to do with the matters They must be re-
leased immediately. If they can arrest and try one soldier they could arrest
and try the entire imerican Ammy, which is gbsurds If they are not released
on your demand, telegraph me. They will be tried here and the Russi.n author-
ities may submit any proof that pleases theme If these men are not released
immedietely I shell retaliate in a ranner tihat the Russian authorities will
long remembere. Morrow.'

On August 1st, at 7' o'clock in the morning, these two American soidiers were
turned over to the American Consul and wers brought by Lisutenant Novak to Verkne=
Udinske A full investigation of the matter clearly established that these two old
and excellent noncemmissioned officers were bringing home a drunken, inoffensive
Aamarican soldier and & militiaman tried to arrest the .mericam solidiers and this the
twy sergeants would not permit, whereupon a Russian officer zttempted 40 interferse
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presecutisn. OJongul Williame advising Consul Gensral Harris at Omske. Advise
me addition=l action 0 be taken. HNovak, Lieutenant 27th U. S. Infanbtrye.

This telegram was immediately transmitted to the American Headquarters at Vliadi=-
vostok with the following additions:
Ve

"] have telegrsphed the American Consul and General Artemieff demanding
release of these men and an apology fof their detention after proper officials
demended their release. If the Russizn authorities can arrest, hold and try
imerican soldiers, they can arrest, hold and try the Comranding General and
the entire americen Armye. If not instrueted to the contrary, and if soldiers
are not released in 24 hours, I shall arrest two high military of ficials here
and hold them in confinement until the two soldiers are released to me for
trial. Ve cannot parmit this principle of arresting and holding so:diers
for one moment, if we do we are destroyed. Immdiate reply requesteds Morrow".

The following telegram was igmediately sent to Lieutenant Novak, Irkutsi, care of
the American Consul:

"Continue ths demsnd by the Amsrican Consul as forcefully as possible for
tha release of our men. Demand zrology for thelr detention. I have wired
ATEX outlining retaliation and asking anthority to execute. I have telegraphed
Genersl aArtemieff as follows quote. General Artemieff, Irkutske. The holding
of two American soldiers in the prison at Irkutsk after a demaznd for their re-
legse and trial by prop= American anthorities violates every principle of
Allied cooparation. If the militia at Iriutsk can arrest, hold and try American
soldiers, they can 2lso0 arrest, hold and try the Commanding Generzl of the
American or 4llied forcese. This claim is ridicmlous. These men must at ouce
be rolessed to the imerican Comsul for trizl by me. I trust to your Excellency
to rebtmke this officizl for his stupidity und cawse him to apologlze to the
smerican Comsul for holding these men after he had asked for their releass io
hime TUnquotes. Norrow."

At the same time the following telegran was sent G0 the American Cons.l at lrkutsk:

"Demand the immediate releass of the two amsrican soldlers now neld by the
Russian authorities. The Russians must not attempt Lo try imerican soidierss
Their guilt or innocemce has nothing to do with the malter. They must be re-
loasad immediately. If they can arrest and try one soldier they could arrest
and try the entire american Army, which is absurde If they are not released
on your demand, telegraph me. They will be tried here znd ths Russi.nm author-
ities may submit any proof that pleases them. If these men are not released
immediately I shall retzliate im a manuer i(rat the Russism authoritles will
long remembere. Morrow."

On August lst, at 7! o'clock in the moruing, these two iAverican sc.diers wers
turmed over to the smerican Coasul and wer: brought by bieutenant Tovak to V:rikme=
Udinsk. A full investigation of ths matter clearly established thet these two old
and excellent noncommissionsd officers were bringing home a drunken, inoffeusive
American soldier and a militiaman tried to arrest the .mericsm soldiers and this the
two sergeants would not permit, wiereupon a Russiu.n officer attempted to interfers
and drew his sabre. Velanags knocked him down severszl times whereupon other
militiamen coming up, the americam soldiers were arraested. On .ugust 3rd, after

the incident had been brouglit to a most successful conclusion, the following
telegram was recelived:

"Vigdivostok, sugust 3rd, 1919. Colonsl «~orrow, Varkhne=-Udinsk.
Humbar 410 Your nurber 396 dated three~thirty P. . July thirty-first
received here six fifty-seven P.ll..iugust first. Inasmich as our govern-

a3



ment has not recognized the governmeni in Tussia we have not recugn.zed
thus far the right of [ussico courts t0 arrest and try our men. If you
have carriad out your plans it iIs presumed that defore the receipt of

. this telegram you will have arrested the two high Russian officials
for which sction you rmust assume full resson. billity. Juch action
is drastic and should have only been taken as « last resort hence the
Commanding Uffigcer can.0f opprove s h actions without more detailed
infomation as t o the situation. “Then did this arrest occcur?  Your
statements of tlis case =nd our reply has been wired Geusral Graves at Omsk
in addition we ure taking the case up nere with the Fussian awthorities,

fobinson."

SARRBACKS Cont®de (360 Pure 5el

10s Phe guestion of securiw barracks, however, for tie wianber ramained
8 very serious one. Every effort was mads (0 securs barracks but all sfforts
appeared to be uuavailing. On July 28th, 191y, the following felegram was received:

"Vladivostox, July 28, 1919. Commanding Officer, &7th Ilafantry, Verkne-
Udinske. Nuiber 401. Wire date 0a wnas barracks,if any, you have obtained
for vse in your ssector also size and location of additionul barracks you
will require to accommodgte your command this winter. Fush reply., Xing.”

In answar to the above telegram the followlinge telegram was sent:

"Verkhne-Ud insks July 29th, 1919, &=X, Viadivostok. Tumber 391,
Regarding your number 401, Barracks obtained for one company at IMysovayae
These barrack: will require expenditure of f£ive thousand dollars to maxe
hbitable far winter. Also thres small buildings to accormodate ten men
must be constructed to care for outguards along the railrecad from latter
noint. HNo other barracks sacurede Barracks will be raquired here for ome
thousar® eight hundred forty men and stables for three lundred forty five
men andmalse The Park Barracks will accommodate ore thousand men and a
large mumber of snimals. Beresovka will accommodate the entire command if
Japanese leave which is rumored. DBarracks and stables there in bad repair
and will recuirs large expenditure of money and tims to bring them up to
Americsn living stzmderds.e If barracks are secursd there estimaste will be
submitted as soon as barracks are inspected. Besides this half barrack for
sixty men must be constructed near railroad.station hare, A half barrack must
be constructed at liostovol for sixty men and one small building for sixteen
men at Tatawovoe A half barrack at Salenga for sixty men and one small
bailding for ten mene A half barrack for sixty men at Pcsolskaya and five
small baildings for tem men. The construetion of all these hzlf barracks
and small buildings shoula b: gegun as soon as possible in order to be com-
plated befors wintere 4s regards Park Barracks and Beresovka see my report
made 10 Inspsctor Geneorul regarding barracis. Morrow."

Cn Zugust the following telegram was received:

"7ladivostek, August 1, 191%. Ceoloanel Morrow, 27th Infart ry, Verkhne-Udinsk,
Furber 409, How many warchouse havs you availabls at Verkhne-Udinsk and ecan
ay of them be altered t0 supply your requirements for barracks for this winter?
Pleagse wire me details and also adviss w.at building materials are available in
that tarritorve Kinec.n









quarters. However the interior must be completely relined, space between roof
amd interior sheeting filled with sawdust, and sixz stoves per building installed.
Bath houses and latrines must also be constructedes The stables to accommodate
three hundred forty five animmls must be built outright else warehouses useless.
Practically all materials available here for this construction save nails and
hinges for doarss. Fussian garrison at Beresovka increased by one thousand

men as Japanese who are now under orders move Oout. Warehouses and all barracks
this country under control Semenoff still I belisve I can securs warehouses.

If we are t0 winter here the comstruetion of vurracks for troops along the rail-
road as well as here must be commenced at omees This will not admit of delaye.
If headquarters are prepured t0 assume expense of construction of these barracks,
stables, and repairs of warchouses I will submit estimate of entire cost which
however must be far from accurate. Morrow."

On august 8th the foliowing reply was recelved:

"V1adivostok, august 8th, 1919. Commanding Officer, 27th Infent ry, Verkhne-
Udinske Number 422. Reference your four naught fouwr. General Graves has
been asked to take this matter up at Omsk and also take it up with you when
hoe comss throughe You mgke sure_that is settled with General Graves when he
eomes through Verkhne~Udinsk, Kﬂng."

This put an end 0 any apparent hope of securin; barracks at or near Verkhns-Udinsk.
However, the Military Govemor, General MNejaok was again strongly urged by the Com-
manding Officer to secure the Park Barracks for the use of the American troo; s as
winter quarters and on August 14th, the following letter was received from Genersl
Majack:

"Military Govem,
2nd Military District,
August 14, 1919, Noe 4048,

Commanding Amsrican Troops in Balkal 3ector Colonel iorrow:

In reply t0 my request to let you have the Park Barracks for wintsr
quarters, I received the foliowing telegrams

On account of tiis order Hoe 27 $0 the Corps, Park Barracks shall be
given to the Manchuria Division, whko after their return from the front will be filled
up by new recruits md tlwrefore tiey camot be given to the American command. Anto-
mobile repal r shop can «lso be aestavlished there, but the mose space shall be given
to the lManchurisn Division. Beresovka shall be given to the Americans.

Regimantal Adjutant Subcovski.

Copy of the preceedlns telegrazm was sent to Beresovka Garrison Commander and
t¢ the Chief of Zai-Baikal Zagineer Department, Colonel Emelyanov, for orders, t0
whom you shall apply for information in regard to guarters for your troopse.

Major General Msjack."

The authority to utilize the entire warshouse section, 37 buildings, was also

receiveds General Mejack having secured this authority from Habercovek., After a
conference with the Kussian Commander at Beresovka and th: Chief of tha Russian
Engineers, togather with an inspection of the barracks which it was proposed to
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ﬁm;ical15 2il matarials evailabie rers for thls construcsion save nalls ang
hinges for dowrs. Xussian garrison at Beresovka increased by one thousand

men as Japansese who are now unier orders move out. Warehouses and all barracks
shis country under control Semenoff still I believe I can securs warchouses.

If we are t0 winter here the construwetion of barracks for troops along the ragil=-
road as well as here musi be commenced at omte. This will not admit of delaye.
1f headquarters are prepared t0 assume expense of comstruction of these barracks,
stables, and repairs of warchouses I will submit estimate of entire cost which
however must be far from accurate. Morrow."

On August 8th ths following reply was recelved:

"Vladivostok, August S8th, 1919. Commanding Officer, 27th Infant ry, Verkhne-
Udinske Humber 422. Reference your four naught four. Gensral Graves has
been asked to take this matter up at Omsk and also take it up with you when
be comes throughe You mske sure_that is settled with General Graves when he

comss through Varkhne-Udinskks K 3 nge™

This put an end t0 any apparent hope of securing barracks at or mear Verkhne-Udinsk.
Howevser, the Military Govermor, General llejack was again strongly urged by the Com=
manding Officer to secure the Park Barracks for the use of the American troops as
winter quarters and on August l4th, the following lotter was received from General
Mejack:

"Military Govem,
2nd ilitary District,
Avgust 14, 1919. [Ko. 4046.

Comanding American Iroops in Balkal Sector Colonel Lorrow:

In reply to my request t0 let yocu have the Park Barracks for winter
quarters, I received the follcwing telagram:

On account of tus order iJos. 27 t0 ths Corps, Park Barracks shall be
given to the lMenchuria Division, vho after their return from the front will be filled
up by new recrults and therefare they camot be given to the Amsrican commgnd. Auto-
mobile repal r shop cen also be established there, but the moss space shall be given
to the Mznchurian Division. Beresovka shall be given to the Arericanse

Regimental idjutant Subcovskie.

Copy of the preceeding telegram was sent to Beresovka Garrisin Commander and
tc the Chief of Zai-Baikal Engineer Department, Colonel EZmelyanov, for ordsrs, to
whom you snall apply for information in regard to quarters for your troopse.

Major Gensral Mejack."

The aushority 0 utilize tre entire warehouse section, 37 buildiags, was also
received. General lLsjack having secured this authority from Haberovsk. .fter a
conference with the kussian Commander at Berescvka and th: Chisf of the Hussizn
Engineers, together with an inspection of the barracks which it was proposed to
give t 0 ths Americans at Berssovka, the following telegram was sant:

"Tarklme-Udinsk, sugust 22nd, 1919. ALEXe. Vladivostoie. Numbasr 444,
Ca:: secure the war houses har: fuor s« o Luarracks for sntire command.
Po prapare them for wiater acupation will cost aprroximtely seventy five
thousand dellzrse Cwu alsc sacure barracls abt Beresovkas for entire command.
Thesa barracks ivc bad repair approxirste cost of puatiing .hem in propae shape
- B



twenty five to thirty thousand dollars. Location here for hundreds of reasoms
mach preferable t o Baeresovka, Can secure accommodations for all save two
platoons on rallroad. These buildings and suall duildings for outguards must
be construwcted at ome. If we cccupy oither the warehouses or the barracks at
Baresovka the authority for thse expenditurs of the sums requested should be
Immediately sathorized In order to renier barracks habitable before winter
sets in and o save increased cost as materials are increasing in cost.

Evary day ls valuable. Thesse expenditures cannot be aveided. Morrow."

On August 26th the folloving reply was recelved:

"Tladivostok, August 28rd, 1919. Commanding Officer, 27th Infantry,
. Verkhme~Udinsk. Number 462. Refsrence your four four forty four have referred
matter b0 (General Graves at Omskx will adviass you earliest practicable date.
Mesnwhile got posssssion of barrackes at Beresovkas King."

On the night of august 26th at a dinner given in honor of General Yoshie, Imperial
Japanese Army, the interpreter of the Commanding Officer, Mr. Silverman, was in-
formed by General Mejack, that he bhad received that afternoon a telegram from
Ataman Semenoff, stating that the barracks at Bearesovia would not be given to the
American commend and that, he, Gensral Mejack, would not deliver this telegram to
the Commanding Offlcer until the following dat at 10 Otelock, nor would ha communie
cate It to any offlcial until that time. On the morning of the 27th, at 7 A.¥.,
Company "I" of the 27¢{h Infantry under the command of Captain Fry, was ordered to
procesd to Beresovka and take over the barracks at that 'pilace, establishing sentries
and, after the occupation of the barracks was complete and a guard establ ished, to
reprt his actions fo the Russian Commander, MaJor General Myssura. This was
accomplished without incident. On August 27th, the following communication was re=
ceoived from Major General Mejack.

"Military Governor,
Znd Military District,
Angast 2Tth, 1919.

Eeadquarters of the Amarican Troops:

On account of occnupation of the Park Barracks and Baresovka Garrison by the
Russian troops, those barracks ocannot be taken by the American troops. 1 issued. today
order to District Committeo $0 assign immediately bulldings in the ciiy for American
troops. The following sent you for information.

Remaxk. The above telegram received from the Regimemtal Adjutant of Milltary
Commander of the Trans=-Baikal Digtrict by NMumber 019924/3. Commanication from
Ragimertal Adjutant 8th Rifle Division of Augast 25th, 1919, by No. 4237.

Major Gemaral llejack."

On August 28th the Commanding Officer called on General Myssura at Beresovka, as
General Myssura had yrotested against his occupying the barracks at Beresovka, al-
though previousky to this time ani on receipt of the original order giving the
barracks 4 0 the Amsricans, General Mysswra had fully consented to thair use by the
American troops and had designated the tuildings to be ccoupled by them at Berescvkas
This fact was called 60 the attention of General Myssura, who was informed that the
Amaricans had already cccupied the barracks abt that place, and had made all their
plans and prepsrations to winter their troops there; that it was too late for those
plans to be changed, and t at the American command would continus to coupy barracks,
at Beresovka. This decision General Myssura commmnicated to Ataman Semenoff, at
Chifa. If any complaint was ever made of this It never came in any of ficial form

to the Americsn Headquarters. The barracks assigned at Beresovka for the use of the
Amrican troops, had formerly been a prison camp for Austrian prisemers of war, and
had been oscupled by these prisonmers for five years. They were one story log build-
inge, and in g wratched state of repair. Half of the window-sash being gone anmd
more that two-thirds of the window panes. The stoves wers in Pad repair. Seh



7he sanitray conditions in aad around the barracks were such as would deny descriptions
There were no XKitchens or mess halls, no stables; all of the latrines were in

sach condition as prevented tleir use, 4ll the buildings, while large enough to
pasily accommodate tre entire command, required an enormous amount of work as well
33 & large expenuiturs of moneys The command had t0 be moved nine verts from its
sanmar camp, bogether with four moaths supplies to Beresovka., .t the same time

the ocutguards along the railroed had :0 be cared for, and their winter gquarters
prepareds 1he coanstmuction, double walling, flooring and the putiing in of windows
and sbvoves for 68 cars, required for the troops along the lines, constituted an e
enormous task. & station and waiving-room for ths guard at Verkhne=-Jdinsk also had
to be constructeds. The nights were zlready -eginning to grow cold, fires iwwing to
be kept in all of the tents during the night. The task set before the regiment

was indeed an enormous one, and permitted no waste of tims. By September 12th,

the entire command, less the 4th rield Hospital, prisoners and one platoon for guard
had taken up station at Berescvka, sibout 200 Austro- German was prisoners and 150
Russian laborers of all kinds, wers set Lo work on tiw barracks and grounds. Uhe
antire command worked without stopping for Sundays or hoildays from ths beginning

of September until the middle of Noverber to complate t = work which was reaquired

to make these barrack: habitable and egual o a high stamdard of American sanitation.
Whean this work was about ha.f canpletad one ti:oisaznd of tha old men of the regiment w
wore sent t0 the United States and replaced by ons thousund recruitse This =atirely
brolke up the working organization of ths regiment and requnired that & new organiza-
tion be built urp with these uatrained recruits, which in every way delayed und hamp-
ered the work of coastruction. When the work was completed, the garrison was the
completest one I hav: ever seen in Siberia. Its every feature was excellent. It
included: thrse splendid stabl:g, sleven warchouses, two excelient hospitals, an
excollent regimental infirmiy, a fine batnOhouse, an encrmous gymnasium 300 X 44
foot, an ice skating rink 152 X BB feet. The Y. "» Ce A. building was in every way
excellent and for colouring and taste could not be surpassedes Excellent kitchens
and messhalls were constructed for every org.nization; officers quarters were re-
paired and put in excellent conditions = bed.u iful club buildinc was designed amnd
furmisheds The encie garrigon was whitewashed inside and outside; the windows and
woodwork peinted; latrines were placed in excellent condition. The electric light
plant was brought from the old camp and installed in the new garrison, the main
lines put in and tre interior wir ing done in 58 buildings. This cormpletely lighted
the eatire garrisone. Jelephone lines were construeted through the entire garrism
and to ths railroad station and Provost Guard in Beresovka and Verkhne-Udinsk., This
white garrison surrounded by the unsightliness and wnsanitary conditions of the

Rugs ian garrison, presented such a coatrast as to fully repay the men of the com-
mand for all the labor they had expendeds

11, On October 1st, Geuerszl Dun Levitsky, of Atamar Semenoff's forces, arrivad
from the vicinity of Chita, with a command of approximately 2000 men. This force con
sisted largely of Buriat and Xongolian troops, mounted om small MIngolian ponies ami
armsd with lance, rifle cnd sabre. in addltion to this force thers was z regiment
of artillery consisting of four gatiaries, two guns each. They immediately took
up quarters in the Park Barrac s, five warsts east of Verkhme-Udinsk., Imme’ ately
upon Gensrsl Levitsky's arrival in the city, 2@ came wiith the Russi.n Hilitary
and Clvil Governors %o call c¢n thse American Commander abt Beresovka. On October
Znd Atamen Semenoff arrived in Verkhne-Udiusk, znd was entertained at a dinmer by
General Levitaky, to which all the officials of the eity, and ths Jspanese and
amarican Comr-nders wers invited ond did attends During the dinner Ataman Semencff
requested the American Commander to review the force of General wevitsky the next
morning. The review took place on a field about one mile north of the old 27th
Infantry camp. It was apparent t0© all tkat this fo.ce of o ;gollwxs ane Zuriats
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a% & largs sxrsn.iturs of moudy. 2he command had to be moved mire verts from 1ts

sunter calp, together with four moaths supplies to Beresovkas At the same time

the out guards alonmg the railroed had to be cared for, and their winter quarters
propareds The constmuction, double walling, flooring and the putting in of windows
and sboves for 68 cars, required for the troops along the lines, constituted am e
snormous taske A4 station and waiting-room for the guard at Verkhne-Udinsk also had
to be constructede The nights were already veglnning to grow cold, fires having to
be kept in all of the tents during ths night. The task set before the regiment

was indeed an encrmous one, and permitted no waste of time. By September 12th,

the entire comrand, less the 4th Field Hospital, prisonsrs and one platoon for guard
had taten up station at Beresovkas About 200 Austro- German was prisoners and 150
Russion laborers of all kinds, were set to work on the barracks and grounds. The
entire command worked without stopping for Sundays or holldays from the beglnning

of September until the middle of Hovenber to complete the woxrk which wes required

to make these barraci-s habitable and egual to a high staniard of American sanitation.
When this work was sbout half campleted ons thovsand of the old men of the regiment w
wore sent t0 the United States and replaced by one thousand recruits. This entirely
broke up the working organization of the regiment and required that a new organiza-
tion be built up with these untrained reecraits, which In every way delayed and hamp-
ered the work of construction. When the work was completed, the garrison was the
complatest one I have ever seen in Siberia. Its every feature was excellent. It
included: thres splendid stablay, eleven warchouses, two excellent hospitals, an:
excellgnt regimauntal infirmry, a fine bathOhouse, an enormous gymmasium 300 X 48
foot, an ice skating rink 162 X 58 feote The Y. !% Cos Ae building was in every wzy
excellent and for colouring and taste could not be surpassed. BExcellent kitchens
and messlclls were constructed for every orgonizations officers guarters wers ree-
paired and put in excalient conditlions a beautiful club building was designed and
fumisheda Ths encie garrison was whitewashed inside and outside; the windows and
woodwork painted; latrines were placed in ezcellent condition. The electric light
plant was brought from the old camp and installed in the new garrison, the main
lines put in snd the interior wiring done in 58 bulldings., This complaetsely lighted
the eantire garrison. ©Telephone lines were construeted through tie eantire garrisom
and to the railrczd station and Provost Guard in Beresovka and Verkhne-Udinsk. This
white garrison surrounded by the unsightliness and unsanitary coanditioans of the

Russ ian garrison, presentec such a contrust as to fully repay thie men of the com=
mand for all the labor thay rad expendeds

1le On October 1st, Geusrscl Dun Levitsky, of Ataman Semenoff's forces, arrived
from the vicinity of Chita, with a comnand of aprroximataly ZOOO men. This forecs con
sisted largely of Buriat and llougolian troops, mounted on small Z¥ugolian ponies and
armed with lamce, rifle and sabre. In add tion to this force there wass a regiment
of artillery consisting of four gattaries, two guns each. 7They imnediately took
up quarters iu the Park Barrac.s, five vir&is east of Verkhne-Udinske. Imue* ately
upon General Levitsky's a.rx ival in the 2ity, 3 came with the Russi.n Military
and Civil Governors 50 call on the American Jommander at Beresovka. On Ogtober
Znd Atsan Ssuenoff arrived in Verkhne-Udinsk, zud was sntertained at o dinmsr by
General Levitsky, to which all the officials of the city, and ths Japanese and
American Comr-nders were invited cnd 4id attende During the dinner atamen Sesenoff
requested the imerican Commander 0 review thz force of Gemeral wevitsky the next
merninge The review took place on a field about one mile north of the old 27th
Infantry campe It was apparent w0 all that this {fo.ce of iio.golians an: Buriats
would not present any serlous difficulties in an armed encounter with the American
ar any other armed forcees Tew of the officers were able o spesk with the men and
there were but little sigs of organization. During the day the .erican Commander
and Atamn Semenoff hald s conference, at which tha siilitary Govern, Geuerwul llejack,
was praseuts The ataman swid thas he deeply regreted tlhe coanduct of hip zimmored
trains in &the ..csrican sector ana that he had been very badly ssrvad by his Com-
manders and had besn deceived zud lied 1o about the coaditions at V-orkhne-~Udinsk
and also, that he desired the past to be forgottens Colonel llurrow informed him
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that the Americans were very desply incemsad at tlie slanderocus and untruthful

art icles which were beiag published in th- Chita papears regarding the Amerieans;
that these articles had for their sole purpose the discrediting of Americans in

the eyes of the Russian population and wer:s puvlished as propaganda against the
Americans; that b.gy were published at a place where Semenof f was kuown t0 be atl
powerful and ths Dictator of Ciita; that the Americans, tierefore, did held him
regsponsible for these urticles. Ataman Semenof f agreed that many of the articles
were not true in fact and promised that articles of a similar character would not
again be published in the pupers of Chitas. The Ataman left for Chita the night of
Qctober 3rde Prior to the arrival of the llongoliam-Buriat troops or Dickie Division
(Wild Division) the entire country from Mysovaya t0 Verkhne-Udinsk and south to the
Mongolian Border, had been abso.ately psaceful. N0 (pparent reason could be asssigned
for the stationing of the "Dickie Division" at the Park Barracxs in Verkhne-Udinske
In the Vest the forces of the Supreme Dictator, admiral ¥olchak, wers in ¢ very
seriocus condition, while to the east of Chita the forces of Ataman Semenoff himself
were in a most serious aml precorious conditione Shortly after the arrival of the
llongolian and Buriat truops,their requisitioning parties began to go intc the Interior
to the south §long the trail of Khiatka aad to the villages southeast and soutlwest
of Vorkhne-Udinsk. These detachments reqguisitioned food, cattle, horses, etcs., and
t0 the peasants of the villages were but raiding banmis who took without pay thsir
proparty and the very fool which mde life possible. Following these raids reparts
emanating from Cossack sources began t0 be received regarding foreces of so-called
Bolsheviks in the vicinity of Verkhme-Vdinsk and throughout the surroundins countrys
These reports were not credited as it was well kmown that no such forces existed and
that ths people labeled as Bolsheviks were but peasamt s who objected to the forcible
seizure of their goods and property. On October l2th Sergeany Stcleff, Cossack, be-
longing to the command of Geunersl Levitsky, was killed by Private Stevens of the
27th Infantry, a memuer of ths IMilitary Police, in a restaurant in Verkhne=Udinsk,
Semgeant Stoleff was drunk and threastening all Amarican soldiers with death and
destruction. Private Stevens came Into the room and Sergeant Stoleff started to
draw his sabre and carry into execution his many threats. Stevens immediately shot
him, the wound provingy fatal after a few hoars. General Levitsky, after an inves=
tigation, immediately exonerated Private steve:s and stated that Jergeant Stoleff
had brought on the killing and tiat the American soldier acted only in self-defense.

12, Barly in Cctober thers began, from Vladivostok, a shipment of arwms through
Verkbne=Udinsk destined for the use of .dmirsl Folchsk at Omsk. Ome of these
echelons having 45,000 rifles aboard was pnder the command of Lieutenant Ryam,
3lst Infantry, and was guarded by 45 men from the same regiment. On October 23rd,
it reached Chita, the dzadguartsrs of ASsoar Jsmaoffe On Optober 24th the following
telegram was received:

# ®Chita, Sibaria, Cctober 24, 1919. Colonel, Morrow, U.Z. ..my,
Berasovia, Siberia. Supply train with rifles for Xolchak at Chita
Lieutenant Rysn in clargs of train has orders mot %to let any supplies
of £ the train Semwenoff as:ithorities demand that Lisutanant Ryan comply
with telegram from Omgk Consul Fowler conferrinc with ZJemenoff trovble
is expected result of coafsrence will wire immediately train gumrd forty
men five Red Cross doctors rasult of conference will be known at gix MM
Genander.Y

The Comnanding Officer telesgraphad as follovs:

"3eresovka, Siberia, Ogtobsr 24, 191Y. Armerican Consul Fowler, Chitae
Li§uten;:;n % Kyane Hrans orders must be carried out notify Semenoff thrat the
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ke 378 of the Fussian populsiion and wers publiished as propaganda against the
iZmericans; that §.ey were published at 3 place where Semencff was knowm t0 be all
powerful and the Dictator of Chitajy that the Americans, therefore, did hold him
responsible for these urticlese Ataman Semonof £ agreed that many of the articles
were not true in fact and promised that articles of a similar character would not
again be published in the papers of Chitae The Ataman left for Chita the night of
Qetober 3rde Prior to the arrival of the Mongolian-Buriat $roops or Dickie Division
{wild Division]) ¢the entire country from Mysovaya to Verkhne~Udinsk and south to the
Mongolian Border, had been absolutely peaceful. No apparent reason could be assigned
for the stationing of the "Dickie Division™ at the Park Barracis in Verkhne-Udinsk.
In the West the forces of the Supreme Dictator, Admiral Kolchak, were in & very
serions condition, while to the east of Cuhita the fprces of Ataman Semenoff himself
were in a most serious amd precarious condition. Shortly after the arrival of the
Mongolian and Buriat tr.ops,theiyr requisitioning parties began to go into the Interior
to the south glong the trail of Khiatka and to the villages southeast and soutlwest
of Verkhne-Udinsk. These detachments requisitioned food, cattle, horses, etec., and
to the peasants of ihe villages were but raiding banis who took without pay their
proparty and the very food which made life possiblee Following these raids reparts
emanating from Cossack sources began to be received regarding forces of so-called
Bolsheviks in the vicinity of Verkhne-Udinst and throughout the surrounding country.
These reports were not credited as it was well known that no such forces existed and
that the people labeled as Bolsieviks were but peasanmt s who objected to the forcible
seizure of their goods and property. On October 12th Sergeant Stoleff, Cossack, be-
longing to ths command of Geuerzl Levitsky, was killed by Private Stevens of the
27th Infantry, a memver of ths iilitary Police, in a restaurant in Verkhne-Udinsk.
Semgeant Stoleff was drunk and threatening all Amarican soldiers with death and
destructione Private Stevens came into the room and Sergeant Sioleff started to
draw his sabre znd carry into executlon his many threats. Stevens immediately shot
him, the wound proving fatal after a few hours. General Levitsky, after an inves=-
tigation, immedintely exonerated Private Stevens end stated that Sergeant Stolaff
had brought on the killing and that the American soldisr acted only in self-defensa.

12, BEarly in October shers began, from Vladivostok, a shivment of aris through
Ve.kne=-Udinsk destined for the use of idmiral Kolchak at OmsX. One of tliese
echelons having 45,000 rifles aboard was jPnder tie command of Lieulenant Tyvan,
3lst Infantry, and was gusarded by 45 men from the same regiment. On Cetober 23rd,
it reached Chita, the liszadguarters of Atnranm Ssmanoffe On Ugtcbsr 24th the following
telegram was received:

" "Chita, Siberia, October 24, 1919, Cclonel, llorrow, Usds, irmy,
Beresovim, Siberiae. Supply trein with rifles for ¥elechakx at Chita
Lisutensnt Ryan in cuargs of train has orcers not to let any suyplies
off the train Serencff aithorities demand that Lisutanant Eyan comply
with telegram from Omsk Consul Fowler conferrins with Semenoff trovble
is expected result of coafsrence will wire immediately train guard forty
men five Red Cross douctors rasult of zonference will be xnown at six Il
Gonsndere™

The Communding Yfficer ftelegraphed as follows:

"3eresovka, Siberia, Uciobsr 24, 19lve Armerican Consul Fowler, Chitae
Lieuton: ¢ Hyane Krans orders must be carrisd out noiify Semenoff that the
tologram from Omsik will be tranamitted to Gensral Graves at Viazdivostok and
if he orders Liesatenant Ryan to turn over tie rifles ti.ey will be turned over
ot authoricy must be obtalnsd from Generul Graves this situation must
~weit his decizion Lave Omsk felsgram imasdictely telegr.phed t0 General
Graves and regues, orders znd decision be issued tc Lieutenant Lvane Liorrow',

<he following was received from Chits on Ucvober 25ths
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"3hita, Siberia, Uctober 25, 1919. C(olonsl Lorrow, Bsresovka.
Talegram from Ganeral Graves states guOte Do nos give arms t0 Semenoff
end quote. semenoff has givenm until 11:00 A.l. this date wheu he will take
rifles by force if possibla. Rya.”

To which the Commnding Ufficer replied as follows:

"Beresovka, Siberia, Jetober 25, 1919,
Lieuntenamt Ryan, Chitae Obey your orders from Genzral Graves and do
not turn over arms stay by your train. I am telegraphing Semenoff, Ilorrow'.

The following telegram was dispatchsed Lo ataman Semenof £:

"Bgresovka, Siberia. Ceotober 25, 1v19. Aitaman Semencff, Chlyta.
Urgently request that you taie no forcible action agsinst snull American
eschelon now at Chita. The gquestion of the delivaery of arms should be
adjusted by the Supreme Dictator. Lieut. Lyon only obays his orders from
ths American Commander, Gensral Graves. <This question should not lead to
battle as the dictator can at a later date dispose of the ams in question
as is pleasing to him., Your cooparation is requested in order t:at this
small guestion may not lead to the gravest and most seriocus result to Russiae.
Request you make use of telegraph and communiczte with me fully on this
subjecte Morrow."

At the same time tho following telegrsm was sent $t0 the outlying detachments of the
American cammand:

"Beresovka, Siberia, October 25, 1919, Commanding Officer, .umerican
Troops, lMysovayae. Hold company in readinsss for immediate move to
Verkhne-Udinsk Arrange for transportation with Czech Commander If
you receive orders to concentrate here bring all troops from Posolskaya,
Salenga and Mysovayas using force if mnecessary to sacure transportation.
Morrow."

Within an hour after ssuiing the originul telegram to Semeneff, the following
reply was received:

"Chita, Siberia, Octobsr 25th, 1919, Coclonel iorrow, Bsresovia, Siberias
Dear Colonel we understani each other I sees Don't worry I shake your
hande Ataman semenoifs

This Telegram was immdiztely transmitted to Liesutenant Ryan at Chica und the
ezchelon containing the riflss was zliowed to proceed on its way without molestation.
However, this affair assumed very seriocus proportions as ons of Semenoff's armored
trains backed down within a few yards of the 4American eschelon and opened its
ports and preyared for action. A strong force of Infant ry was sent by Semenoff to
the railrmd station in Chita vwhich was very near the point whers the imerican eschelon
was lyinge Lieutenznt Ryan uncoupled his amunition cars from the train, unloading a
large number of rifie cases and prepared a breastworks from these rifle cases on sach
side of the track, bshini which bs placad his gusrd and fully prepared for =ction.
These rifles unquestionably would hav:e been teken aw y by Semenoff from a less reso-
lute and determined officer than Lisutenant Ryan. It was only by his good judgcment
and determination to fight that preveonted this high-hsnded action oa th~ part of
Atamn Semenoff,
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and Zasta. Samenodl zas given until 1l
rifles by force if possiblee Ryan.”

To which the Commnding Officer replied as follows:

"Beresovka, Siberia, October 25, 1919,
Lieutenant Kyan, Chita. Obey your orders from Gensral Graves amnd do
not turn over amms stay by yowr train. I am telegraphing Semenoff, Morrow".

The following telegram was dispatched to Abtaman Semenoff:

YBeresovka, Sibaria. October 25, 1919, Ataman Semenoff, Chita.
Urgently request that you take no forcible action agasinst small American
eschelon now at Chitae. The question of the delivery of arms should be
adjusted by the Supreme Dictator. Lieut. REyon only obsys his orders from
the american Commsnder, General Graves. This question should not lead to
battla 23 the dictator can at a later date dispose of the arms in question
as is pleasing to hime. Your cooperation is requwested in order that this
small question may not lead to the gravest and most serious result to Russiaz.
Regquest you make use of telegraph and communicate with me fully on this
sub jecte MNorrow."

At tha same time the following telegram was sent to the outlying detachments of the
Amgrican commnd:

"Baresovka, Siberia, October 25, 1919, Commanding Officer, imerican
Troops, Mysovayae. HoOld company in readinsss for immediate move to
Varkhme-Udinsk Arrange for trensportation with Czech Commander If
you receive orders to concentrate here bring z2ll troops from Posolskaya,
Sulenga wnd Mysovaya using force if necessary to se-ure transportation.
Horrow."

Within an hour after sending the original teliegram to Semeneff, the following
reply was received:

"Chita, Siberia, October 25th, 1919, OCclonel orrow, Bsresovia, Siverias
Dear Colonel we understani each cther I see. Don't worry I shake your
hende Ataman semenoffs

This Telegram was immsdiately transmitted to Lisutsnant Eyan at Chica and the
exchelon contalning the rifles was alloged to proceed on its way without molestation.
However, this affalr assuamed very sericus proportioms as one of Semsnoff's armored
trains backed down within a few yards of the Americun eschelon and opened its
parts and preyared for action. A stromg force of Infant ry was sent by Semenoff to
the railrcad station in Chita which was vary near the point vhers the .merican eschelon
was lylng. Lieutenant Ryan uncoupled his amunition cars from the train, unloading a
large number of rifis cases and prepared a breastworks from tisse rifle cases on each
side of the track, behind which bs placed his guard and fully prepared for zction.
These rifles unquestionably would hav:e been taken aw y by Ssmenoff from a less reso-
lute and detormined officer than Liecutenant Iiyane It was only by his good judgment
and determination to fight thet prevented this high~handed action on th: part of
Atarem Semenoffe

13» It may be noted in this connsction fhst the enormous numbers of execut ions
taxing place in the territory countrolled by Ataman Semsnof £ curing iugust, September
and Yctober, were duily increasing. The number of ruilrcad men being whipped =nd
executed in this territory had r8duced the efficiency of the railrcad by over sizxty
parcent and wall-informsd observess were beginning to fear = complete bresk-down of
the railroad in trne territory under his control. On November 9th, Omsk fell and

th it the ¥oiolal P . ) -
with it the Kolchak Government . wany of the Derartmeais and winisters evacuated
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Ormsk anu came t0 Irkut sk Shortly after treir arrival in Irkut sk many reports were
received which lead everyone to believe that lrkutsk city was strongly against the rem
namts of the Kolchak Governmant and opposed t0 Semenoff who was now left in charge of
practically the only organized force in the country.

14, On Noverber 26th, the armored train "Grosnaya" came t0 Mysovaya. Regarding
its actions the Commamding or Iicer at troat point telegraphed as follows:

" Mysovaya, Siberia, Hobeuber 26, 1919, Comua:ding Yfficer, 27th
Infantry, Beresovka. fumber 159, .ammored train of ataman Semenoff at
this station. Drunkan officers and soldiers from this train continuakly
insulting american soldlerse Om the twanty-fifth a machine gun was
taken from tne amored train and mounted for action but was remcved
when & protest was made. Ufficers and so.dlers from this train iave
rade threats to attack the Czech commmind here who are cuartered in cars
on the railwsy. Hecom .end irmedlabte removal of amored train from town
of Liysoveys 25 it Is a menace to the proper opsrations of the rallway.
Waites Capiain Comuznding.'

The above repoart was telegraphed 0 staman Semenoff “ovember Z6th, wilh the
following addition:

"Hequest you issus orders $0 armored car comander so that no
trouble may occur there. I am responsible for lysovaya ad the railway
there ami gusrantee its safety. I cannot understand the necessity for the
armored cars preseuce ai vsovays where ¢ 1s extramely lirely ¢ cause
trouble on account of its hostile actions. MNorrow."

A4t the same time the fo:lowing telegram was seat:

"Beresovka, siberia, .louembsr 26th, 1914, Cownanding Officer,
U. 5. Troops, Mysovaya. You imow my position regarding the rallroad and
armored car. If armored car attacks (.echs or fires om railroad cars in the
yards destroy the amored care I am sen ing Hovak and thirty-seven
milimeters te you this aftermoon. Inform amored train commander that
Semenoff and myself are friends @nd that if he precipitates a batils fhere
he will De destroyed. lorrowe."

This telegram was cormmunicated to tas ammored train conw:ader who at once caused
hig erew tc conduct thanselves properly amd in all ways complied and conformed to the
wishes and demands of the amsrican Commander. In rgply to the telegram sent to Ataman
Semencof f, tie Chief of Staff of itaman Semenoff rgplied as follows:

"Ohita, Siberia, 7To Colounel Lorrows The sencing of an armored car to
Uysovaya ig cnot commnectad with Ganercl Galda's incident but with the great
number of desertions from thas Sibericn army, who are prohibited to pass
through Zai=-Baikal, I reguest t¢ inform your troops about it. Chief of 3taff,
Colomel suicovskie. 1 3276/2.

The arnored train conducted itself in all the few dsys that it remained in Lysovaya
after the warning from the Americans, in a very orderly manner and then departed

for Slydyanka, which is outside the Amaricsn sector. At Siudyanka it at onceo baean
the execution of many people, railroad employes and others and the whipping of warfous
pecple in and around Slpdysnka. On Decembar 24th, the Social=Democrats Look over

the city Imu'ts}r, sposing tbe remants of th: Kolchak Government. righting con=-
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i4e On November 26th, the armored train "Grosnaya"™ came to Mysoveya. Regarding
its actions the Commanding of ficer gt that point telegraphed as follows:

" Mys ovaya, Siberia, Nobember 26, 1919, Commanding Officer, 27th
Infant ry, Beresovika. Number 159, Amored train of Ataman Semenoff at
this statione Drumken officers and soldiers from this train continuakly
insulting american soldierse On the twenty-fifth a machine gun was
taken from the armorsd train and mounted for action but was removed
when a protest was made. Officers and soidiers from this traln have
rade threats to attack the Czech command here who are quartered in cars
on the railwaye Recommend immediate removal of amored train from town
of Mysovaya as it is a menace to the proper operations of the railway.
WVaite. Cgptain Commanding.”

The above repart was telegraphed to Ataman Semenoff “ovember 26th, with the
following addltion:

"Request you issue orders to armared car commander so that no
trouble may occur theree I am rasponsibls for liysovgya anl the railway
there and guarantee its safety. I cannot understand the necessity for the
arnored cars presence at iyscovayz where t is extremely likely to cause
trouble on account of its hostile actionse orrow."

At the same time the following telegram was seat:

"Baresovka, Siberia, Wobember 26th, 191:x. Comnandiing Officer,
U. Se. Troops, livsovaya. You know my position regarding tne railrozd and
armored car. +f armored car attacks C.echs or fires on railroad cars in the
yards destroy the ammored care I am sening Novak and thirty-seven
milimeters to you this aftermoon. Inform amored trag n commander that
Semenof? and myself are friends and that if he precipitates a batile there

he will be destroyed. Liorrow."

This telegram was communicated to tae ammcred traln conwider who at ouce caused
his orew to conduct themselves properly and in all weys complied aad conformed te the
wishes and demands of the .imerican Commandere. In repl; tc the telegrim sent to ntaman
Semenoff, the Chief of Staff of .itaman Semenoff rgplied as follows:

"Chita, Siberiay To Colonel lgrrows. The sen ing of an armored car to
Eysovaya is cnot counnected with Genersl Gaida's incident but with the great
nurber of desertions from ths Jibericm Army, who are prohivited to pass
through Zai=Baikale I reques:t to infurm your troops about it. Chief of 5taff,
Colonel suvcovskie I 3278/&.

The amored train conducted itself in all the few dzys that it remuined in Lysovaya
after fthe warning from thne .msricans, In a vary orderly monner and t:en derarted

for Slydyanka, vhich is outside the .mearican sector. it Sludyanka it at onc~ ™nean
the exacution of many people, railriad employes and others and the whipping of various
reople in and around Slpdyamka. On Dacemb-or 24th, the Social=Dsmocrats tocx over
the city Irkutslk, dspcesing the remmants of ths Xolchak Govermment. Fighting con=-
timued in the streets of Irkutsk =nd i:s vicinity for severzy dayse _taman Semenoff
gsent from Chita tune Russiun Generzl Skipitroff with four armmored tr.ins to retake
the city from the Social~Democrats, 3By far the largest purt of tns Bariat troops
under the comran: of Generzl wevitsky were dispatched to Irkutsk under the coawnand
of Genersl Jardovasky. Jhe vagpunese from Beresovia alsoc sent one batalliion of about
1000 men to Irkutsks On the 28th, Z9th, and 30th, Gener.l ~eviisky dispatched

thre expeditions of from 80 to 10C men into the interior; one to ths south towards
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the village Cluchi; ons to tle southeast towards Lichorosky-Sibers, and another
expedit ion to ths relief of his second expedition. All three of these expeditions
were met by ths peasants, defeated and driven bvack towards Verkhne-Udinsk. At

the same time these expeditions occurred several attacks on the railroad in the
Japan ese sector were made by the peasants, particularly at tha towns of Petrovsky=-
Zavod and Hilok and against the Siding 37. In the uprising which took place at
Irkutsk a large nurber of the imerican Red Cross persomnel, both mule znd femuls,
ware caught in the rallroad yards and were uuable 50 leave Irkut sk until the 4th
or 5th of January and then only by the assistante of the Czechs. About the middle of
December the following telegr:m was received from General Janin, Commending the
Czeche=Slovak and the Allied forces:

TIrkutske To Coionel iorrow. The High Imber-illied Council
of Versailles :as decided the evacuation of the Cuechs ang ot er Ltroops
like Poles, Rowmanians and so on, out of 3iberias United States Geuwr-~
ously gave its helpiin offering the ov-.rseas transport for thirty-six
thousand Cmechss On thelr wqy to the east the Czech and other troops
according to the technicel difficulties of tramsportation on the line
are obl.ged to stop temporarily on the railrocad line on the wesi part
of Verkhne-Udinsk and very likely in a country under your supervision,
In advising you about this particular sitwmtion, I beg you to inform
mo eventually of the different notices and remarks you could defer to
ms according to these particular circumstances. Perscnally I would
be very much obliged to yom if your largest assistance could be given
to these troops oOn their way across tie part of the conutry under
your commanl and also in the particular case o. technical gdifficulties
above menticned if they should be obliged to beg you for helpe.
Genoral Junin, Commander of ths Allied Troops Siberias

Immadiately upon receipt of this telegram the Comanding Ufficer, with Major Don

Se Colby, Russizn Rallwy Service Corps, in confarence with the Czechf~Slovsk
military command at Varkhne-Udinsk, agreed that the Czecho-Slovaks, on their arrival
in the imerican sector, should move in their proper order amd without hindrance;
that te Czecho-Slovak eclhelons report to the Czecho-Slovak Gommandant; the American
Cormanders at kysovaya wsnd Verkhne-Udinsk, acting on inf rmtion given to them by
the Czechs, woild see that this movement was not interrupted. The following tele-

gram was seut to Genesral Janin:

“Beresovka, Siberia, Geier:l Janin, Commander of Allied “roops, Irkutska
I om assisting the movement of the Czeoh eschel ons through my sector anmi
shull contimme tc do so. Ihree exchalons moved in twe days. Thorouch under-
atarding between Czech Commandant here and myself. Movemsnt must be slow due

to condition of Railroads Liuriowe"

On Decenber 23rd, the following telegr:m was issued by the Chisf of Semenoff's
Military Traznspo: tat ions

"Chita, Decermbar Zlst, 191se To All Station Commanders and
Chiefs of Traffic uystem¥ The Chief of the Military Commission
orders not to send any Czoch sscnslons east. All eschelons enroute
should be held up and a message regarding each case ssht to me.
Captain lisleroff."

On the same date the following order was issued by the Station Command:-nt at
Sludyankas
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Zavod and Hilok and against the 3iding 37. In the uprising which took place at
Irgutsk a large number of the American Red Cross personnel, both mzle and female,
wares Caught in ths railroad yards and were unable 0 leave Irkubsk until the 4th

or 5th of Yanuary and then only by the assistance of the Czechs. About the middile of
December the following telsgr-m was received from General Janin, Commanding the

Cgeche=-31lovak and the 4llied forces:

*Iriutske To Colonel Morrow. The High Inb er-Allied Council
of Versailles .as decided the evacuation of the Czechs and ot her troops
like Poles, Roumanians sad so on, out of Siberia. United States Gener-
ously gave its helpiin offering the ovarseas transport for thirty-six
thousand Cgechse ©On their wey to the east the Czech and other troops
according to the techmnical diffieulties of transportation on the line
are obl gsd to stop temporarily on the railroad line on the west part
of Verihne-Udinsk and very likely in a country under your supervisiome.
In advising you about this particular sitwmtion, 1 beg you to inform
me evanstually of the different notices and remarks you could defer to
ms according Lo these particular circumstantes. Persenally I would
be very much obliged to you if your largest assistance could be given
50 thess troops on thair way across tie part of the country under
yowr commantl and also in the particular case ot technical difficulties
above rmentioned if trey should be obliged to beg you for help.
General Junin, Commander of the Allied Troops Siberia.

Immediately upon receipt of this telegram the Commanding Officsr, with Major Don

Se Colby, Russiun Railwey Service Corps, in conference with ths CzechO-Slovak
military command at Varkhne-Udinsk, agreed that the Czecho=Slovaks, on their arrival
in the imerican sector, should move in their propsr order and without hindrence;
that tie Czecho=Slovsit echelons raport to the Czecho-Slovak Gommandant; the American
Commanders at Mysovaya and Verkhne-Udinsk, acting on inf rmetion given to tram by
the Czechs, wcild see that this movement was not interrupteds The following tele~
gram was sent to General Janing

“"Beresovka, Siberia, Geuerzl Janin, Commander of .illied Yroops, Irkutsk.

I om sssisting the movement of the Czech eschel ons through my sector ami
shall contimue t0 do so. Three exchel ons moved in two days. Thorourh under-
stonding between Czech Commandant here and myself. Movement must be slow due
to ¢ondition of Railroade Liriowe™

On December &3rd, thw followiang telegr.m was issusd by the Chief of Semenoff's
Military Transportat ion:

"Chita, Decerber 2lst, 19l:. To ill 3tation Commanders and
Chiefs of Yraffic system® The Chief of the Hiilitary Commission
orders not to ssnd any Czaoch escielons east. All eschaions earcute
should be l21d up and & message regarding each case sant t0 me.
Captain lisleroff."

Cn the sams dats the following order was issued by the Station Command:ant at
Sludyanizas

"To all People from V:rkhne-~Udinsk t0 Vydrimo: All Coutroiler «lachanics
of the Uslegraph Service: All Station liastsrs; All Superinteudents of
fraffics 4ll Chiefs of [lilitlas All Staticn Commandantis -7 Uilarruph
Poremens Lccording to an order Issued by the Chief of Tran sportatlm of
Proops, 40 not pemmit wny merson from She passing escheloans to use tre

telegraph, poaophors or dispatcher's cireuit, for any kindi of talking,
o =30=



unleas thay have written permit signed by officials of the Chita liiiitary
District. In case thsre iz uny douot apply 50 ms. ke parson guilty of

violatinzg this order will be tried b: courts Lieutenunt Skerobogatieff,

Station Commandunt Sludymmka.”

The Czecho=3lovai eschelons at this time wers resting &b almust evaery station
batwesn Irkutsk _ni Lunchwriz Station, a distance of a thousand miles. This

was practically a declarasion of wor by i~ Jemenoff foress on the Czechs, was

a direct violation of the Allied sgreement conceraing the railroads Ho atteation
was paid to this order as far as the Americ:m sector was concerned, aad the Czech
eachealons cont inuned to movee Bubt, both east aznd west of the american secior,
Semenof £'s order was carried cut, even as ecrly as December 17th the interference
of Semanoff with the Czech evacuation was wppareant, which is evidasnced by thse
folloring telegram £rom Chita:

“Dhit a, Decamber 17th. %o General Junin, Irkutsk, Urge.at. Telegram
No. 1105, For Verkhne-Udinsk to Muncuuria wnd to Stretinsk, A1l iilitary
Controllers, Chief Telegraph Opaators, Head Men of Communications und
Station Masters. The Commander of Troops orders tisat after the receipt
of this telegram no code messages, also plain messages of the (Ozecho=-31.vak
command shall be accepted and no convershtion by telegraph or dispatchers!?
circuit be permitted. Ileleroff.%

L

Theso ordsrs, of course, prevented the Czecho-Slovax eschelons, widely sepurated,
from commmicating with each other, as well as the Czecho~Slovak High Commander,
General Janin, from commmnicating with his eschelons ar with the other aliisd repre-
sentativas,

15¢ Tho taking over of lrkubsi by the Social=-Damocrats, from the Ministiy of
Kolchak, cansed ths situation in Irkutsk to grow very intense bebtween the Czecho-
Slovak forces and the fowces of Semenof f which were sent to Irktutsk to retarm the
eity. This interruption of ths Czecho~Slovak evacuation by Semenoff, the breaking
of faith by Gener 1 Sxipitroff, Semencff’s Gommander, with tie Czecho=slovak forces,
brought about the natural coasequence of armed coaflict betwesn the forces of
Semenof £ and the Czscho-Slovikse. Tiis conflict broke out early in Januwary, 1930, ani
will be discussed later in t is report.

16 From Deceubsr 25th up to Jamary 3rd, repeated reguests were made by
General Levitsky anid thas Chief of Staff of ataman Semenoff, Colonel Subcovsky, that
the Americen command disuatch trcops against what $hey called the Bolshevik forces,
and particularly agoinst Ioharsty, Siberia, smd Petrovsky-Zavod. Both of these
places lay in the sector for which the Japanese wers respousibles. Moharsky lies
75 miles off the rallroads 4s this was none of the Americans? businsss and per=
tained to the Jzpanese, if it pertainsd to0 .ny one, the American Commamier refused
to seni troops to these pointse On J.muary 3rd, Generul Levitsky reported that a
large number of so=-gal ied Bolshaviks were concentra.ing in ths village of Lioocheeno,
which lies about 12 versts scutieast from ¥Yerkhne-Udinsk, and in adjoining viliages,
all of which were locsted in ihe umericsn sector, and that these bands were concentrat=—
ing for ths purpose of attacking the railrcad in the imsrican sector ax the city of
Verkhne-Udinsk, Thile tlsse reports of the purpose of these baads were not believed,
it was considersd necessury, after a coufersnce between Cclonel XNorrow and the Russiin
Generzals liyssura znd Leviteky, to seni an american force t0o biocchesno and adjoining
villages to investigate conditions there. Gemsral “evitsky was himself planning an
expedi tion from Varkhne-Udindk as far to the scuth as Kiatka which lies about 200
milas to tie south cof Vnrk‘mapUdinsr. The cos.umn oi' Levi‘ass:v’s was to coasist of 480
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the railroad or the city of Verkhne-Udinsk, but was soiely the act of a peasant peo=-
ple detarmined upon defsnding their lives and property. The .cerican expedition was
sent to lioochigeno for the purpose of pravemting its destruction by the forces of
Geuneral Levitsky, move tnan with an idsa of finding Bolshevik enemies there. Tha
character of Generwl Levitsky and the campaign he Intended to wage against the
paople of the Selenga vallsy, werse well imown to the Commanding Officer, and the
cnaracter of tie people he intended to wage a merciless warfare on with his lion-
goriuns was also well kmowre The force dispatched to lLoocheeno and placed under

the command of Lieutenint Colonal .. Ce Fillem, Jrs, cousisted of Companies I & L,
and lMachine Gun Company, ~edical Detachment, Suppl: rrain and 28 mounted orderliss,
and marched from Beresovka for “loocheeno at 7:15 dl.ll., Junuary 4th, 1920, The
column of General Levitsky was supposaed to join the rear of the dmerican columm
three versts west of the ferry across the Selenga Hiver at 9:45 A.l%., but just

prior to the departure of the command from 3sresovka, the fuilowing message was
received from General uevitsky:

"Tarkhuoe ~Udinsk, Junuary 4th, 192G. ~Colonel ilorrow:
I am very sorry 1l cannot go with my troups to lioccheenos The heds
are coming from Kuitunskaya to ths city of Verkhme-~Udinsk, aud they are
now ten r twelve versts away from th: nit,;. fhey now mke a stromg
attack against Vakmeestrova, then if tuay $ake tie viliags, youwr left flaui
is open. Tomorrow I will send a largs uatl ol to fosol,a t0 the left of
Voxrkhre~Udinek =md another south * o Vircefad.. Ls=mfcrcaments will be
sont t¢ Captain Taknoss at Valmeestrova. The gu¢ri \uh be placed on the
road at the appointed place. Major Gensral Levitsky."

Despite this message, tle .merican 7 mand procesded Lo Lolcheent whers tiley

wore mef and treated with 211 kinddiness by the peasant army. The concent ratiom
of two hundred rifles had taken place at lMoocheeno but their objeet was purely

a defensive ocne, against :he murdering bands of longoliazns and in no way threat-
ened th2 railrcad or the city of Verkhne-Udinsk., The pecpls wers in no way
Bolshevik and were wiythout poiitical ideas or planss (For detailed report of tre
expedition to lMoocheanc, see report of Lieutenant Colonel 1. Ce Gillem, Jre,
attached herato, rarked "#")., On Jamary 3rd and 4th, delegations care from
Lioocheeno and the mearby viliages, reporting the terrible atrocities comitted in
previous raids and in tie r.id tren biing mde by General Levitsky's Mongolians,
These roports wers checked in every conceivable way and were found to be correct
and the 90 rifles b ought into Viorkhne-"dinsk by the American Command were tmrneé
back to the represeata:was of ths villags of Iloocheeno, as it was only right amd
Just that simple white peasant ry should not be killed, slaughtered and robbed by
I‘ongolian monstrorse Deputations, varying in mmber from three to five, continued
to com to the American “eadqi.rters from all the villages to the south, southeast
and southwest of Verkhne--dinsk. 7Tueir storiss wers the same, 0f murder, robbsry,
rape, mtilation and crimes unsvcaakable, comitted by the lLiongolians under Genersl
Levitsky. XEntire villuges were destroyed, men, wamen and children killed, their
bodies matilated and ti.en § rown inteo the fire while yet livings Cutting off of
hands, feet and lips were comron yractisse Horses, cattle and 21l live ziock
were tskem; hay, grain and fooi of tne people seized or burned; the furniture in
tha homes was broken or burned ups entirs villages were laid waste, and all

these crimes wore committed against peaceful peasant population who had wrung their
scaaty stores from th~ earth by their toil. In the middle of a bitter winter,
their all was taken aw. y from them, théir all was taken aw'y from them, their
villages destroyed and they were laft homeless to parish in Siberian snows.

Tne flight of the women amd children from these stricken villages in this bitter
weather is beyond description. Women and children, running from one village, had
passed through a second village and had fellen back on a third. In escaping from
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sharaster of isperil Levitsxy wid ths cimrialgn ne intended to wage aga.z.nst the
peopse of tre Selenga valley, wers well kmown to the Commanding Officer, and the
sharacter of tre people he intended to wage a merciless warfare on with his HMon~
go.ians was also well knowre The force dispatched to Moccheeno and placed under
the command of Lieutenunt Colonel 4. Ce Gillem, Jr., consisted of Companies I & L,
and liachine Gun Company, ~edleal Detachment, Supply Train and 28 mounted orderlies,
and marched from Berssovka for “oocheeno at 7:15 A.ll., Junuzry 4th, 1920, The
column of General Levitsky was supposed 0 join the rear of the American colum
t.ree versts west of the forry across the Selenga River at 9:45 A.Y., but just
prior to the departure of the commnd from Boresovka, the following message was.
received from General Levitsky:

"Terkhne -Udinsk, January 4th, 1920. Colonel Morrow:
I am very sorry 1l cannot go with my troops to Moocheeno. The Reds
are coming from Xultunskaya to the city of Verkhne-Udinsk, and they are
now ten or twelve versts awey from the city. They now muke a strong
attack against Vakmeestrova, then if they take the village, your left flank
is open. Tomorrow I will gend a largs patrol to Posolia t0 the left of
Vorichrp -vdl 18k and smot her sonth to VorcePadg, Reznforcements will be
gent tc Cuptain Jaknoss at Vakmeestrova. The guard will be placed on the
road at tie appointed place. Major General Levitsky."

Despite this message, 5he imaricsn Omand procesded to looccheeno whers tusy

wora mot and trested with all kindiiness by the peasant army. The concent ration
of two mndred rifies had taken place at Hoocheeno but their object was purely

a defensive cne, against e murdering bands of Hongolians and in no way threat-
ensd ths rzilroed or the city of Verkhne-Ydinsk., The pecple were in no way
Bolshavik and wera without porivical ideas or plans. (For detailed report of tre
expedition to liocchesnc, see report of Lieutenant Colonsel ie Ce Gillem, Jra,
attached hereato, marked "F"). On Jauuary 3rd end 4th, delegations came from
zoocheeno and the nearby villages, reporting the terrible atrocities committed in
previous raids and in the r:id then baiing rade by General Levitsky's longoirians,
Thes? rsports were checked in every concsivable way and were founc t¢ be corvect
and the 90 rifles b ought into Verk.nne-“dinsk by the americen Commund were tmrmed
back to the representatives of ths village of Moocheeno, as 't was only right and
Just that simple white peasant ry should not be killed, slaughtered aszd 1cbbed by
Meagolian monstars. Deputatlons, varying in nunber from three to five, continued
to come to the American eadq werters from all the viliages to thz south, southeast
and southwest of Verkhne-VYdinsk. Their stories wers shLa s« ame, of mirder, robbery,
rape, mitilation and ¢rimes unspeskable, committed by the «iongolians under General
Levitsky. DIntire villages were destroyed, men, wamem and chi:ldrer killed, their
bodies mutilated and then t rown into ths fire while yet living., Cutting off of
hands, feet and lips wers common practiess. dDorses, cattls and 21l live z.ock
were tsken; nay, grain and food of .:e people seized or burned; the fu.niture in
the homes was broken or burned ups entir-: villagss were laid waste, and all

these crimes were committed zgainst peacefunl peasant population who had wrung t eir
scaibty stores from tk  earth by their toil., In the middle of a bitisr winger,
tleir all was taken aw y from tlhem, théir all was teken aw ¥y from them, thelr
villages destroyed and they were left homeless t0 perish in Siberian snows.

The flight of tie women anG childron from these stricken villages in this bitter
weather is beyond description. Joman and children, mming from one village, had
passed through o secomd viliage and hud fallen back on a thirde In escgping from
the third vil.iage, closely pussure dy the Mongoliuns, tler ran up a hillside whers:
they were shel.ed by the Fongolian artillery, and the dsad bodies of wosen,
children and babss covered the hillside where thsy remuined, frozem in the snow,
for beasis to prey wpons. IFroof of the above stabtsments are conciusive and con
viancing beyone cuestion. (#For t eir proof see Patitions ate., from the villages
of tis Zai-3ziksl District, Hxhib’t "¢" numbared from 1 o 38). 3ut ons of

tiiese statements will be :uoted rers as it iz of su L 2 character trat its truth
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canuot be doubbteds The Commanain Officerrspresented t0 Generwul Janin ab
Verkhme~Udinsk the trus state of oaffairs existing in the vilisges (¢ trhe soubhe
This coadition of &ifairs was represented by Gemeral Janin and {olonel ilorrow
to the Japanese General Cgablo, commanding the Japansse troovs a. Barasovka.

4n Americcn patrol was seat to the village of Bobkina and, upOn receipt of the
report from this patrol, a party consisting of Americens, French and Jg anese
officers was disyatched thiere %0 muxe Observalions in that village. The
foilowlng is their report:

"Toarkhne-Udingk, Jan. 18, 1920.

On the 10th of Junary, the Wiid Division, Commruied by Genszral Leviisky,
passed through the village of Bobkina, parpetrating there goout fiftesn murders upon
paople without arms. The 18th of Jammry, the former American Vice-Cousul at Chita,
Mr. Fowler and Lieutenant Davig of tie American Army, Lieutsnant fuji and Captain
Xoda of the Japanese Army, Mejor Doc.or iariand and iia‘or de Latour DeJeun of the
French Army, went to this very viliage zad were fhere able 50 makXe the following

observations:

Z dogen corpses, wiilh the hands cut 0ff, were lying heaped up in a pile half
destroyed, all the bodies more or less cut up by sabre wounds. The greaisr nart
bore rany wourd s mads while living by sabre lows, particularly on the facs and
‘backe. All ths corpses were burmsde. Many bore evidenl iraces of having been
burned vhile still livinge Prom this last observation it must ve admif ted that
tho greater part, saversly wounded only, must have died of asphysiation zs an
ingpection of the wounds shows that not one was immediataly mortal. After the
departure of ths criminals, the psople of the village atiracted by the amdie,
wars able t0 resover the corpsesbefore complete burning up, which act ras ner-
mitted the very rprecise preceding observations to be mads. Lbout 15 mebers from
this place, in a large space still stained by blood on the snow, we found the
bloody remains of buraed hair amd 8 large piecs of a sezlp, ¢t by a sabre blow.

Fowler, U.sds Vice Cousul,

Be Da‘#‘is, Uoﬁodrﬁ'{?,

fuji, Japanese Army,

¥ode, Japsness Army,

Dellarlaend, Freuch Army,

C. De Latour de Jean,French irmy.

17. The comani 0f Geasral Levitsky continued its march to a village called
Goosleg and here tis llongolians mub inied against Levitsky and his Cossacks. In :te
fight that followsd Levitsky was kilied and his body burned by the Mongclians and
from most raliable reports, received from General Levitsky's staff officers, of
the 125 Cossacks who accompanied Levitsky, less than 25 escaped with their lives,
and only five Cossack officers retuined to tell the storye Two of the field piecss
were taksn by the Zongoliaus who coabinued thoir march to the south with the evident
intention of c.ossing iato lLlo.golias From ths two otner pieces t ey removed the
breech~blocks, sbout the 26th of Jamary reports rsachei the American Feadquarters
that thig force of .lougolianc had besn met by ihe peasants to the north of the
Licngoliagn border, and saverely defeated ans dispersad theme Thares still ramained
of Levitsky's "7ild Division™ at the Purk Barracks in Veorkhne-Udinsk about three
hurdred men with fowr guns. On Janury 23rd sixty of these deserted, taking with t
them their bhrrses, and on the 24th, about fifty deserted taking wi.k thanm the Zovr

romaining field pleces. The renmainin - force was ordered to evacuate Varkhne-Udinsk
and move to the east into tha country cont:olded by Aftorman Semenoff, The American
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18 On Junvary 9th, the heavily amored train "Destroyer” enbersd Verkhne-
Udingk and &t once proceadeq L0 arrvest a.d rob the Assistant 3tation Zlaster in
tre prailrozd station at Verkhae-Udiusk and anndomwnced trelr intention of sxecuting
him. Thess facts ware rsported :c Colonel l.orrow zt Beresovia who came from
Beresovks by satomebile to Vorkhne-Udiask and with Lieutenant Byrms, 27th Infantry
and Lajor Colby and Lieutenant Xeatiag, KeRe3.Ce and ire Silvsman, civilian ia-
Serpreter, went aboard the "T}e‘,r,rc',rer" The following report is of the conver=
gation held thareou:

*Interview between Colonel Lorrow, Uelede and Fussisn Geserdsd oz board Semenoff
Bronevik 2t Station Verkhne-Udinsk, Yiveria, Junuary 9th, 1920,

Prasent:
Colonel, liorrovw, UsSe.s, Comnaniding Officer, 27th Iafantry »
Lieutenant Brrms, ‘e5»hsy 27th Infantry,
igjor Colby, ReReS3eCe Div.Iluspsctor,Trans=Baikal Railways
Lieutenant Keating, ReReSeCs (Eeporter}.
¥re Silverman, Civilien Intsrpreter,
Ganeral Bogomoletz, Russian Cfficer, .taman Samenoff's Fories,.
Captain Moscalev, Russizn Officer, Comrmader of 3ronevilks.

then Jolonel lorrow boarded the broaevik, 3ilvsrman, tie interprster, intro-
duced him as the Cormanding Off car of the american ro*cea. One tall Russizn
officer pressented himself as & Geuerzl, ths obtler as o laptain

Colonel Liorrow: I have recsived & report trat the Station-mstar has bean
arrested by you and is held on your train. Is tiat corrasct ¥

General Bogomcletz: Yese

Colonel XMorrow: Do you understwznd thot the 4 erican forces are guarding this
sector, that they have charge of it, and =re held respocasible for it ¢

Generzal Bogomoletz: Yes, wo kmow of it, we ore nobt supposes to give you iafor-
mo.tion of wiat we are doing.

Golonsl Morrow: Do you xnow that I am guaréisg and policing this city &t the
request of the Russian autharities, at the request of a2 Gener:l ataman Semenoff?

General Bogomoletz: Yes, we know thate
Golonel Morrow: DO you xnow tlat Semenoff amd wmyself ars ti.2 besi of friendse.
General Bogomoletz: I do not know.

Colonel Morrow: Tell, it i1s true, and I would like to inow wry the stution rmas:ier
has been arrested.

General Bogemoletz: I om not supposed to give an account t0 you of our actions.
I will not converse with you any mure in regard to such, I request the coaver-
sation to stop. "

Colonel Norrow: Let s tell you this: I do not want to canse eay troubls for
you, however, 1 have twenty-five hundred (250¢) men here, t0 carry out my orders,
and 1 ask you to continue the conversation so that we may arrive at a peacaeful
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- Colonel Liorrow: That is true, but I am lcooxing out for ths Bolsheviks aand

L

Geueral Bogomo.etz: I know vary well the .ililied agreement but this case is an
abgsolutely private case, I do not consider it mnecessairy t0 make a sbtatemen: of the
reason for arresbting this mane.

Colonel Morrog: I must know why this man was arrested, he is under my protection.
I am bound to kaow this, if it is not right 1 cawot permit it.

Gaeneral Bogomoletz: If I have not any reasoms for doiag tiese things I don't do
em.ything.

Colonel Morrow: 1 miust know this rsason. 1 iave tha comfidence-.nd trust of
Gensral Levitsky and General Mejack, the Hussiin Ganersls hers. I am charged
with the guarding of the rallroad, it is my orders that the railroad should not
be interferred with, nor its employees.

Genersl Bobomoletz: You will be notified of the reasons for the arrest.

Colonsl Morrow: Alright, if you do this, and release this man, I will be re-
sponsible, I will see to it that the man does nothing wrong in this town.

Genersl Sogomolets: e zls o lave means to loox out for him.

I will
look ocut for hime I want you to understand that I cam :ere because I have a duty
to perform, I azm charged wivh the protection of this sector, as you kmowe I mean
to perform this dutye. As long as you have suspicions of this man, I will watch
hime I don't want $0 inquire iato any personal regsons you may have. I want
official reasons.

(The Gensrzl gave the commander of the Bronavik an order which was not interpreted.
The Commander laft the room amd returned in a few minutes. At the sams time thoagh,
the Genersl denied that he was the comma:der of the bronevik, yet he kept on the
conversation and replisd to all of Co-.onel llorrow's guestionsie.

General Bogomclsetz: I was t0ld thzat he is a Bolshavix, and I wanted to kill him
tonight, But if you insist, I shall reieasse hime One Bolshevik can do us no harm.
He is released. t is beste

Colonel Ilorrow: Thut is true, it is Dest for you and best for m. I will tuite care
of this man znd see tiat Le does not 40 a:y dumags, and I will report the matter
of our pleszant coaversation to Geuerzl uevitsky.

General Bogomoiatz: Airighil.

Colonel Liorrow: 1% wouia be very serious.e You must kuow that I would not come here
te talk this wey if it was aot sarious. 1 cam seven versts to talk wich you, and

I assure you that your actions wiil be approved by ths hussian Gener.ls in this city.

General Bogomoletz: Please, I hope after what is stated of this man, after his
release, he will be lotked after by the american Commsnders

Colonel HMorror: I give you my word that 1 will watc his actions with mv sscret
police, and I will ses that, in no way, as assistant staticn rastsr, does he in
any wzy disceriminote against the trains of Ataman Semenoff, the Jap::ese or snvbody
elses I will ses tc it that he will do what is right.



Solonel Jorrow: I must <now why this ran was arrested, he is under my protection.
I am bound to Xuow this, if it is not right I cammot permit it.

General Bogomoletz: If I have not any reasoms for doing these things I don't do

Colonel Morrow: I must know this reason. I have the confidence -and trust of
Gensral Levitsky and General Mejack, the Russian Generals here. I zm charged
with the guarding of the railroad, it is ny orders that the railroad should not
be interferred with, nor its employeese.

Gonersl Bobomoletz: You will be notified of the reasons for the arrest.

Colonel Liorrow: Alright, if you do this, and rele=se this man, I will be re-
sponsible, I will see to it that the man does nothing wrong in this tom.

Genersl Bogomoletz: We also have means to look out for him.

Colonel Liorrow: That is true, but I am loocking out for the Bolsheviks snd I will
look out for hime I want you to understand that I cam here because I have a duty
to perform, I am charged with the protection of this sector, as you know. I mean
to perform this duty. 4s long as you have suspiclons of this man, I will watch
himes I don't want t0 inquire iato any personal regsons you may haves I want
official rezsons.

(The Ganerzl gave the commander of the Bromavik an order which was not iunterpreted.
The Commander lsft the room and returned in a few minutes. At the same time though,
the Geonersl denied that he was the commaader of the dbronevik, yet he kept on the
conversation and replied to all of Co.onel Morrow's questions).

. General Bogomoletz: I was told that he is a Bolshevik, and 1 wanted o kill him
tonight, But if you insist, I shall release him. One Bolshevik can do us no harme
Be is releaseds It is best.

Colonel Worrow: Thuat is true, it is bess for you z.d best for ma. I will t=ke care
of this man and see tl.at he does not 4o any damags, and I will report the matter
of our plesanat convsrsation to General Levitsky.

Ganeral Bogomolatz: sAirighta

Colonel Liorrow: I1f wouln be very serious. You must kuow tiat 1 would not come here
to talk this wey if it was not serious. 1 cam seven versis to talk with you, and
I assure you that your actions wiil be approved by the hussian Geunsr.ls in this city.

Ge.eral 3ogomoletz: Please, 1 hope after wrat is stuted of this man, after his
release, he will be lo®.ied ufter by the .uericen Comisnders

Colonel llorrow: 1 give you my werd that 1 will watc his actions with mv secret
police, and I will gee tiat, in no wa’', as assistant station mastsr, does he in
any way discrininate agsiast ths treins of dta.uan Semenoff, the Japinese or anvbody
else. I will ses tc it (nni he will do wrat 1o ~izht,.

aneral Bogomolsatz: It is agresables

[o»

Colenel llorrow: 1 will raport ks susire matter to tre Atawn, I will suv that
the Gener.l izs shown very gowd jdgensnt and wery high couwrstesy md I vish him
luck and succews.
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Genaral Bogamoletz: e received the inrormation of this man from our iaforration
deparimeut, aid if Colonel liorrow wishes he nay ©btain the infirmation awut this
mn from them, it is imraterial, if ihe station master is guilty we will get him
sooner ar later.

Colonel Liorrow: Trat is alright, 1 will watch him,

4. thig point the intarview was closeds It was ascaertuined from the fussicn
Railway Ufficiuls that the Assistent Stubion lmefisr had vesn released during the
interviews

The staztion mastar having been releasaed, the amored train "Destroyer" proceaded
wastward from Verkime-Udinsk, tie same night. it 8:00 4.1 Jemsry 1O0th, the
following telegram was received from Captain Rumsey, 27th Infadry, who was than
at Selengat

"3Salenga, Janusry 10th, 1920. Coloanel llorrow, imerican Comnang,
Beresovkae Received fram Poselskayu the folloving telegrum qucte
Ve are sttacked, one kilied, two wounded. =&~rrest the armored train
coming out. I will give orders to the rests. OCuaptain Ramnsey,"

af 10:00 Ae.lde ths foliowing telegroum wus received:

"Liysovaya, Jiberig, Junuary 10, 1920 Oommaanding Cfficer, 27th
Infantry, Baresovka, Sibsria, Amorsd train fired on our detachmani at
Posolskaya killiang one and wouniing three. Irain now held betiwen
Posolskays and Twimlewe I am tzking ninety men €rom here with Czechs to
destroy trazin. Hold all armorsd trains at Verkhne-Udinsk. Czech
Commander here requests t at you get in touch with Czech Commender now
near Verklme-Udinske All is clear west of lysovayae. “oundsd men
from Posolskaya belng brougls to Mysovaya. Wulte."

As it w=s beliaved that the ammored train that hsd attacked Posolskaya was ons of
Semencff'’s trains moving from the west to the east and that it was not the "Dastroyer”
which had movec from Varkhne-UJdiask to the west, the Commanding Officer at Deresovka
considered t’a: Le had two amored trains to deal with, these zmored trains lying
somawhere between Beresovka sad Posolsksya. The following telegram was sent to
Captain Waite at lLrsovayas"

"3eresovka, sibaria. Jenuary 10th, 1520. Commaading Ufficer,
Us 36 Troops, lirsovayas. One bronevik left here last night west vound.
Dontt let it jmass. I am leaving here as soon as possible with platooa
machine guns wnd thirty-seven miliimetere We shall take both bionevilk,
Morrowe®

A request was made on ths Semenoff LHil:tary Commantant at Verkhme-Udinsk for am engine
to take these troo:;s west towards Posclskaya. This request was refused. The Semeunoff
military station commandun.ly was immediately placed under arrest and engine seized

in the roundhouse under charge of Major De 5. Colby, ZeReS.0s, and brousli to Beressovika.
Another engine was seized in ths yards at Beresovka and guards placed om it, troops
being put aboard a.d the engines wooded 2ad waterede Theccommand left Beresovk: for
Posolskaya at 2:10 PoMe One engine preceded the train by about 1200 yards as an
advance guard engine. Tatanrovo was reached at 3:10 P.l. without incident. Hers it
was learned that an amored train was ap,rosching the station from the weste The &
troops were immediately detrained and toop up vosition In the wastern adse of the
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Colonel Morrows Trnat is alright, I will watch him.
4. this point the interview was clossde It was ascertained from the Russian
Railwgy Ufficiuls that the Assistant Station Master had been released during the

interviews

The statlon master having been rsleased; the armared train, "Destroyer® procsaded
wastward from Verkhme-Udinsk, t.e same nighte. At B8:00 A Jumary 10th, the
following telegram was raceived from Captain Ramsey, 27th Infarkry, who was then

at Selenga:

"3elenga, January 10th, 1920. Colonel Morrow, American Command,
Berescvka. KHeceived fran Poselskaya the following telegram quote
We are attacked, one killed, two wounded. Arrest the armored train
coming out. I will give orders to the reste Captain Ramsay."

At 10:00 A.M. the foliowing telegram was received:

"Mys ovaya, Siberia, Junusry 10, 1920. Commnaanding Officer, 27th
Infantry, Beresovkse Sibsria. Ammored train fired on our detachment at
Posolskaya kil.ii .g one and wouniing three. Train now hsld betwen
Posgolgkaya and Tuimlew. I am tsking ninety mon from here with Czechs to
destroy train. Hold all armored trains at Verkhne-Udinsk. Czech
Commander hare requests t at you get in touch with Czech Commander now
near Verklme-Udinske. 4ll is clear west of Mysovgya. Woundsd men
from Posolskaya belng brought to Mysovaya., Waltee"

Az it was balieved that tis wiwores train that had attacked Posolskaya was one of
Semenoff®s trains moving from the wes: to the east and that it was not the "Destroyer”
which had moved from Verkhne-Udinsk to the west, the Cormmandiny Cfficer at Zeresovka
considered that he had two amored truins 10 dexl with, these smmcred trains lying
somawhere betwoen Beresovka and Posolskayae. [he foliowineg telegram was ssnt %o
Captain Waite at Mysovayas"

Comnanding Officer,

st night west bound.

ossible with platooa

l take bo.h © onevike.

“Beresovka, s5ibaria. Jumuary 10th, 192C.
Us 3o Troops, Mysovayae. Uue brousvik lefs ‘era la
Dond? let it mass. I am leaving isre as soon as p
mchine guns and thirty-seven miliimeter. Yo sial
Mcrrows™

Lo take these troors west towards Posolskavas <This request was refused. “he Semenoff
military station commandun.ly was immediatsly placed under arrest and engine seized
in thz roundhouse under charge of Xajor D. 3. Colby, ZeRedeCs, and brougki to Baresovka.
ancther engine was seized in th: yards at Baresovka :nd guards plsaced on it, troops
belng puc aboard & .& the engines wooded zud wabtsreds Jreccommund left Beresoviw for
Posolskaya at 2:10 P.l. One engine precedad the truin by avout 1200 yards as an
advzncs guard enginse Tatanrovo was reached at 3:10 P.l. without incident. Iers it
was learnsd that «i amored train wus ap;roaching the station from the west. The &
troops were immediately detrained unc toop up position in tis westsrn edge of the
village t0 destroy this cmorad trzine During the zbsence of the commund, tne dis=-
patchers® circilt had hWeen foircibly seized from Verkhne-Udi:usk to Posolskayze. Just
pricr t0 the arvival of the amorad troin the .djatant, Lisutenan. James, received a
message from Barescvka that ihe cimored trin haa bean captured wesr Posolskay «nd
was progeeding Lo Beresovke wnd thet this was the only amored train in ths .rerican
sectore This infurmation wus received Jjust in time, as the amored truin hzu come

within 350 yurds of tle .isrican troops wiod the commiad for firing was zbout o be
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given. The wmored train was under tre command of Cavtain Gecrge D. Ramsey, 27th
Infantry, with 16 men. Dhe prismers on the armorsd train wers taken from the

car and their number verifieds Tray wers placed in w closed car, the officers

were placed under close guard in the car used as headruarters car by Genercl
Bogomoletze Both the armored train and sthe detachment then returned 0 Berescovka
and the prisoners were taken to one of the barraciks and placed under guard. 7“hey
were furanished with cots, blankets znd & separate msss was established for them.

The mein incidents of tre capture of th: amored train "Destroysr' are us follows:
The amnored train kaving entered Verkhne-Udinsk, robbed the assistant station

master of all his money, propsrty, hoisehold bveloagings, 8tG., and treir intentions
t6 sxecute him having been blocked by tia Commending Ufficer of the .merican $roops,
proceaded to Posolskaya, Gensral Bogomeletz still in a stats of rage over the inci-
dent at Verkhne-Udinsk. DPosolskaya was then guarded by the 3rd Platoon, Company "I
27th Infantry, consisting ac Posolskuya of but 42 men and 2 officers. Thay were
quartered in box oars vhich lay in ble sidings unear the statione The amored train
arrived at Posolslkaya between 12 and 1 o'clock at night.. Ths caommander of the train
held a long interview with the semencff military commandent of that placs, Lieuten=
ant Krisco. ¥risco had been an oOp3n enemy of the Aarericuns for sevaral months and
had in every way endeavorsd to bring on Sroibls vetween the imericuns zauw th: Ius-
sian peoples He had submit ted many lying and slanderous reparts (0 the nead uarters
of the Semenoff commander. On the 9th he had openly toid various people, including
railroad employees, that there would b: trouble at Posolskeya tnat night. The peopls
0of Posolskaya had left the village, having previously informed the .rsrican Com-
mander, Lisutenant Kendall, of the statements made by wisutenant Krisco. Half an
hour before the arrival of the ammorsd train Erisco was asked by the .merlcan Com-
manding COfficer, Lisutenant Eendall, if tlere was a 3emenoff armored train coming

.0 Posolskaya, and he replied that t sre was not. hare was no argumeat, ne giarrel,
ner any couversation batween the Amsrican commard and the armcred train. Jhe armored
train after remmining about a half hour at the station, started pulling bacz tovards
Tarkhns-Udinsk and at thoe same tire opanad fire without the slightest warming on

thae zisering emericans in their boz cars. These shots riddled the tops of the cars.
The Amarican detachment, under tre command of Lisutenant dendall, imrediately turnad
out of t.=2ir cars und to00k up ths fight witi. the zrmored train. Sergeat Carl Hobulns
elimsd aboard the enuine zad threw a haae grenade into the cabs He was immediately
killad oy bei.g shot through tha Iead by an officer who was on guzrd over the englne
crawe 1he platccen began tC work aroung hoith sidez of the armored train, subjecting
it to a reavy fire from rifles and hanl grenades, Lisubtencnt Kendall hi self using an
automatic rifles DPrivate John L. lloutgorery, an anmunition carrisr, was kilisd by
Lieutencnt «~2.dall's side. Private -omer D. Jommie in attampting to board ths
armorsd trzin, was knocxed from the train, and the train passed over part of his foout.
The amored train movsd towerd the east thrse or four hundred yards, whaere, due

t0 the damuge cavsec to its engine was forced io step.rfif:f‘f*?ha detachment ¢ ont inued

its attack agsinst tre amors.e train, sgoln worxing around the traine The crew
having succeeded in star . iz :hs engine agein, the amora?d train comtinuned to the
sast to ths station Uimlyunl whrer=, fearing tie irericandetachmant at Selenga, it
stopped snd sent out massangsrs o telephone .o Coionel korrow «t Rarssovika and $o
Ligutenant sendsll at Posolskgya, that the trsin desired to su remndere Tha res-
sage reached Lisutenant wendzll st Fosolskagya who replied that thne crew of the
armored train shouia rerch back te Posolskagys, unarmed, and their surrender would be
roceivede This tley agrsed to0 4o. In ihs mpantime, the messzge had reached Captain
Ramsey at Selenga and, takine zn sngine and 16 men, he went to Timlynl and there
received the suarender of the armored frain 2:ad its entirs crew. 100 mich praise
cannct be given Second Lieutenant Yaul W. Kendall, 27th U. J. Inrentry, and the men
of his detachmeni, who wers attacksd in tha middle ¢f the night by a powerful armored
train which mounted 4 machine guns, 1 ocnse~pounder, 1 thrse~inch field piacs, one 2.4
piece and b5 rifiss, with abundant smmnition for zlle Tha erew of the urmorsd train






Znd Lieutenant Paul W. Kendali,

2nd &ileutenant Jokm C. sStinell,
Sergeant Carl Robbins, deceasad,
Privats Jolm L. lJontgomery, deceased,
Private Homer D. Yormie, wounded.
Jergeant Larmann 3alchow,

Sergeant Peter P. latthowse

T..eir courage and high endeavor eminsntly eatitled them to this distingurished .
order from the govermment tnsy 30 splendidly served.

19, On Jumary 10th, 1920, the followiag telegram was sent to Ataman Semenoff:

"Varkhne-Udinsk, Januery 10th, 1920 Atarnun semenoff, Chitae.
Ons of your armored trains fired into my troops &t Posolskay. yesterday.
Regquest you avoid intermation conilict by refraining from se.uding other
armored trains into the Americon sactors L0rrow:,.

O January 1lth the following tslegram was sent:

"Beresovaka, Sibaria, Jonwazy 1ith, 1920. Jditaman 3emenoff, Chitaes
Armored train "Destroysr”attacied small foree of forty two Amsricans
at Posolskaya, moming of January tenth, 2t one A.M. armored train was
captured and is held here. Amsrican:z two killed aad one wounded. .rmored
train five killed snd ome woundede This occurrence I am sure will caus-~
you deep regret and I do not or could nct hold you responsible for - =
ill-advi sed actions of a drunken officer. 3Juggest that you desiguate
an officer to settls this affar with me. Morrow."

At the same time this telegram was sent, Gsueral lyssura of {na Russisn Garrison,
was requested by Colonal iorrow to send a similar telegram to Atanan Jemenoff and

to tell him that if Le sent othsr armored trains into tre american sector, thav w
would be mat by the ~merican forces and destroyeds .. telsgram of this nabure was
sent by Gener-1 Lyssura on ti.e direct wirs to Ataman Semenoff on the 1lith. A
conversation was Lhe.d by Geseral IIyssura over the direct wire with Lisute ant Ganer—
al Semenoff, uncls of sbtaman Semenoff. 0 reply was received to any of ths above
menticned telegroms until Junuary l4th. Cn Janvary 1lth, dus to the reports that =
Semonoff amored train was proceecing from Patrovsky~Zavod, wast to Verkhme-Ud . nsk,
and that an amored train from the west was preparing to enter the American sector
at Mysovaya, and as thers we:e 1200 Jenenoff froops situated in Beresovka, and
Verkhne-vYdinsk, it was ccnsidered necsssary (0 take over the dispateriag system from
Verkhne-Udinsk t o Xysovaya in arder to0 keep the headgquarters and th- outlying de-
tachments in commmication with each othere. The dispatching system was taken over
at 11 Pele, Janwary llth, and « giard placed over the dispatchers' office, telegraph
office, and the railrozsd at Verkhns-Udinsk, also all dispatchers' offices, telagragph
office, between Verkhne-Udinsk md lyscvayzs Heavy patrols were sent through the
Russian garrison at Berescvka, in order to insure that no hostile movemant took
place in that garrisom and :S:sst no movemsnt took place from hhe Park Barracks toward
the city of Verkhne-Jdinske iLbout 1 a.lle January 1l2th, the Csecho=Slovak Colonel
Nemetz, then at Selenga, requested thn imerican Commander, Colonel Morrow, tO come
to the dispatcher's home at Barssovka, in order that he might ¢ anmunicate to him
the situation which had arisen in the west. Colonel lMorrow and his Regimental
Ldjutant, Lieutenant Jamss, procesdsd to the railroad station at Besresovka and held
approximately the following convarsation with Colonel Nemstz, who states that he

had besn given full power to deal direct with the Américan Comrander in this mtter,
NNl Aanal Wamate infnwwnad tha imerinaon Commandar that dua ta the interfaranca of
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Treir courage and high endeavor eminently entitled them to this distinguished o
order from the govermment they so splendidly served.

19, On Jamary loﬁh, 1920, the followine telegram was sent to Atamon Scmenoff:

"Varkhne-Udinsk, Janwmry 10th, 1920, Ataman Semenoff, Chita.
One of your armored trains fired into my troops at Posolskaya yesterday.
Reguest you avoid iunternation conflict by refraining from sending other
armored trains into the American sectore Morrow:.

On Januwary llth the following telegram was sent:

"Baresovaka, Siberia, January llith, 1920. Ataman Ssnenoff, Chita.
Armored train "Destroyesr®attacked small force of forty two americans
at Posolskayz, moming of January tenth, at one 4.1% Armored train was
captured znd is held hsre. Amsricans two killed and one wounded. Armored
train five killed and one woundede. This occurrence I am sure will Gause
you deep regret and I do not or could not hold you responsible for tln
ill-advised actions of s drunken officer. Suggest that you desiguats
an officer to settle this affar with me. Morrow."

At the sam~ time this telegram was sent, Ga.usral liyssura of ti.s Russian Garrison,
was requested by Colonel Lorrow to send a similar telegram to Atanan Semenoff and

to tell him that if Le sent other armored traing into tre imsrican sector, thay w
would be mst by the .merican forces and destroyeds . telegram of this nabture was
sent by Gener.l ilyssuwra on tie dirset wire to Ataman Semenoff on the lith. 4
conversation was he.d by Geaseral lyssura over the direct wire with wisute ant Gouer—
al Semenoff, uncle of Ataman Semsnoffe. No reply was received to any of te above
mentioned telegrams until January l4th. On Jamwmamry llth, dus to the reports that a
Semenoff amored train was proceeding from Petrovsky-zavodi, west o Verkhne-ud .nsk,
and that an amored train from the wast was preparing to sater the ~.merican ssctor
at Iysovaya, and as there were 1200 3emenoff troops situated in Beresowka, and
Verkhie--dinsk, it was considerad necessary to taks over tha dispatehring system from
Verkhns-Ud ingk t o Mysovaya in order to keep the headquurtzrs and t: outlying de-
tachments in coammunication with each others The disrztching system was taken over
at 11 PoM., Janwmry 1llth, and a gard placed ovaer the dispatcners' office, telegraph
office, and the railrocd at Verkhns-Udinsk, also all dispatchers' offices, telegraph
office, between Verkhne~Udinsk and Ilysovayms Heavy patrols were sent t.rough the
Eussian garrison at Berescvka, in order to iasars that no hostile movemaint t00K
place in that garrison aud trab no movemsni t ook place from hbe Park Barracis toward
the city of -Verkhne-Jaiasks, 4sbout 1 ne.Me Junumry 12th, the Csecho-Slovak Colonel
Hemetz, taen at Selenga, requested th~ MArsrican Commander, Colousl Liorrow, t0 come
to the dispatcher’s home at DBaresovka, in order that he might ¢ onmunicate to him
the situation which bad crisen in the west, Colonal Lorrow cid his Regimental
Adjutant, Lieutenznt Jumes, procesdau o trha railroad sta.ion at Barssovku andg held
spproximately tie 1oliowlag couv-rsation with “Yolonel Nemabtz, who states that he
had been given full power (o deal direct wisth the .merican Corrandar in this ratters
Colonel Nemetz informed the .Lusrican Commander $lmt due to tue interfersnce of
Semenof£'s troops with Y e evecuation of $he Cnasho-3iorax forcas, and on account

0f Semenoff’s troops having fired on tha Czecho-3lovaks azud having prohivited them
passage thro:gh the country as well as the use of the telegraph a.id telephons lines
and having stopped 5. 3l eschelons, the Czecho-3lovak forces had beyun ths diszming
of all the 3Jemsncff tricps between Irkubsk and up t0 Selenga, That this was being
done uuder thz orders of General Juain, @’ %t at by 8 A.ll. the next moraing 6
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for the purvose of disaming Sthe semenoff forces abt tnab place. e recuesisd

the assistance of the .merican Uommandsr in this undertaxing, poiating out that

the dimericons nad vsen abtacked by the forces of Jemenoffs, The .maricans them-
selves were wnder crdsrs to evacusta the couitry and must avacucte at the same

time tiat the Czecho-Slovak evacustion tcok places He regiasted Colonsl Morrow
further to guarantes to t 2 Ozecrs a free sutry iato Baresovks wad Vsrkhne-udinsk,
$0 that t:sey would not be tired on befors sufficisnt escrhelons Lad been massed thers
t0 euabla ther to successfully disam tus garvison ab thaet pointe Colonel Lorrow
raplied that he woula give CGelonel lewetz a definite answer te -is proposition
within a ocouple of hours. Orders wera funen issued b, Cclonel Lorrov toc give the
Cpecho=-Slovaks free uses of the dispatchers® circuit 30 that they might commmnicate
with their eschelons. Colcnel "emetz was informed of this order. In t. :meaniime ma®
messages were received counf irming the report .hat aw armored train then at Petro-
vsky-Zavod t0 the east of the americun sector was preparing to coms to V-rkhae-~Udingk,
after repsated warnings given to ataran Semenof f not t0 send smmorsd traing into
the Amprican sector. The ssndine of this ammored train could meun but one trings
that it was coming tc make battie on tha Imericom ferces, Furtha:more, Sermenoff had
not answered any of ths tzlegrars seld hime He rd 1200 men with artillery and
machine guns under his cammnd at Varkhne-Udinsk wnd Barssovka, besides large forces
at Chita, amd in t.e country under his comtrol. Whait forces he might be rassing
against the Arerican command could only be surmiseds Colcnsl Morrow .id Lieutsasnt
James then proceeded to ti.e quarters of .i'or Ganeral Lyssura, commnuing the

" Semencff garrison at Baresovka and asked him what telegrams, if my, he had received
from Ataman Semencff. General Myssura 3xzhibited to t s=: tns copies of the telegrams
ha had sent to Ataman Semenoff on the 10th and 1litih, sthen informed them tiat hs =é
hod not received any reply and furthermore, that it would have been very easy for
Semenoff or his Chief of Staff to have replied if i ey had desired to do so, as the
direct wire ®as at the wervice of Semsnoff at any time and that he had recelved
that day = telegram from Semenoff re:ccing to 2 trifling matter coxcerning cots for
a gschools. Colonel Iorrow -nd the Adjutant, Lieutenant Jamaes, then returnad 5o the
Headquartears of the regiment. All of ir » organization commanders were assembled
and the fuli situation laia befors them and t =2ir decision was reguested as to what
action the Comnand should take in view of the sntirs situation; the attack of the
armored train, the well-known hecstility of Jemencff uad nis troops towards the
Americans, the order wnd the necessity for the Amsricans to immsdiutely svacuate;
the forcibla disamming of Semenoff®s men under the direct orders of Generzl Janin,
the firther facts of the telegrams s»ai by the Commanding Officer zni the telegrams
sent by General Myssura to Ataman semsnoff and his failure to reply to the same,
also thae movemont of 3es—anoff's ammored trains towards Verkhne-Udinks, snd further
the original migsion of the irericzn forces in Sibaria to assist the CzechorSlovaks,
The following definite proposition was submitted for their consideration:

a"In view of our ofders to procead to Viadivostak, in view of all that is known of
Semencff and his troops, the present sitratiom in its e itirety, do we deem it asce
essary in order to insure our safe return homs to accept the offer of the Czecho-
3lovaks or to decline it. " Om this the assembled officers unanimously agrsed %o
accept the Czecho=slovak of f2r znd to snber iutc an agreement witi them as to our
future movements. This agreement was commnicated ovar the dispztcher's talephiue
to Colomel emetz then st sSeleaga about 4:30 L.l. Colonel Nemetz was fully in-
formed as to the streugth of ths Semenoff garrison at Beresovka, Varkhne-Udinsk,
and the Park Barracks, was guaranteed a safe entry for all his escheloas into
Bearesovka and that the FRussian artillery would be hsld under guard of the amsricans
50 that it could not be used against him. Furths more, tie plan was awopted that
two Czech eschelons and the armored train "Orlick" wonld reach Baresovka about 8

or 9 h.le and aweit the asrrival of two other eschelons, t.ab .he leaaing ascrhelons
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sima 3 4t e JZacho=-3loves evaciailon ool piate.  Hs raquested Colc*xel tlorrow
furtter IS guaranise t0 ¢ 2 Uzecns a free eutry into Beresovka and Verkhne-Udinsk,
80 that $:6y would not be fired onm befors sufficient eschelons had besn massed there
%0 enabls them to successfully disa:m the garrison at that point. Colonsl Morrow
replied that he woula give Cclonel Nemetz a definite answer to his proposition
within a couple of hourse. Orders were then issued by Colonel Liorrow to give the
Cgpecho=3lovaks free uss of the dispatchers'! circuit so0 that they might communicate
with thelir eschelons. OC(olonel Yametz was informed of this order. In themeantime me#
me3sages were received conf irming the report that an armored train then at Petro-
vsky=Zavod to the east of the americun sector was preparing to come to0 V-rkhue-Udinsk,
after repeated warniogs given to sitaman Semenof f not to send amored trains iate
the American sector. 7The sending of this amored train could mean but one thning;
that it was coming to make battile on the American forces. Furthemmore, Serenoff had
not answered any of the telegrams sent hime He had 1200 men with artillery and
machine guns under his c anmand at Verkhne-Udinsk and Beresovka, basides large forces
at Chitz, and in i.e country under his comtrol. What forces he might be messing
against the Arerican command could only be surmiseds Colonel Morrow ani Lisutenant
James then proceeded to the quarters of lzjor General lyssura, commnding the
Semencoff garrison at Beresovka and asked him what felegrams, if eny, he had received
from Ataman Semenoff» General Myssura 3xhibited to trem the copies of the telegrams
he had seout to Abtamun Ssmenoff on the 10th and 11th, then Iinformed them that he =2é
had not received any reply and furthermore, fthat it would have been very easy for
Semenoff or his Chief of Staff to have replied if they haed desired to 4o so, as the
direct wire Was at the warvice of Semenoff a2t any time and that he had rsceived
that day = telegram from Semenoff reisting to a trifling matter concerning cots for
a schoole. Colonel Lorrcw cnd the Adjutant, Lieutenant James, then returnesd to the
Headquartiers of tha ragimente All of the Organization commanders wera assembled
and th~r full situation laia before them and t eir decision was reguested as to what
action tha Comnand should tekxe in view of th2 sntire situstion; the attack of the
armorsd train, the well-imown hostility of Semenoff and his troops towards the
Americans, the order .nd the necessity for the imerican: to immedistely avacuste;
tha forcibla disarming of Jemenoff's men under ths dirsct orders of Genaral Jaznin,
the firther facts of the telegrams sent by ths Gom“nnding Officer cad il e telegrams
sent by General Myssura to Abtaman Semsnoff and his fzilure to reply to the same,
2ls0 the movement of 3e - amoff's amored trzins tovards Verkime-Udinks, zida further
the original mission of the Arerican forces in Sib-ris 60 assist the Czechom3lovakse
The following definite proposition was submitted for their cousideration:
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"In view or our ofders to proceed to Viscivostox, in view of all that is knovn of
Jemencff amd his troops, the present sic ation in its = tirety, do we deam it nec-
essary in order to insurs our safe return hom: to accert the offer of the (Czecho-
Slovaks or to decline it. " On this the assembizd officers unanimously agrsed to
accept the Czecho=slovak of fu1r and to snbar 130 an agreemens wit them as $o our
future movementse. This agreement was ¢ omanicated ovar the dispotehaer's telephone
to Colonel Nemetz then 2t selenga about 4:30 .M. Colonel Jemetz was fully in-
fcrmed as to the stre.gth of the demenof f gurrissn ot 3esrescvika, Varkhne-Udiask,
and the Fark RBarracks, was pgraranvesd .. s.fe sntyy for all his escheloas into
Beresovka and tiat the Fussi.n artiliery would be held under guard of the amsricuns
s0 that it could noct be used against hime Furthe more, t.e plan was auwopted thut
two Czech eschelons and ths srmcred $roin “O0rlick' would reach Baresovka sbout 8
Or 9 u.ile and awzit the arrival of two other eschelons, t.as .he leading sschelons
would then proceed to Varkhne-udinsk wzuw disarm the smll garrison in that city
while the two remainiug sschelons with the amsricans would disarm the gurrison at
Beresovka., rese orders were transmitted by Colonel Jemetz to tie leading Czech
sschalon Commander who was directed 10 consult with Colonel iorrow at 3arascvka
vefcre begin.ing operations. Whe leaviag CzZecl sscnslion, umder the com-wnd of
dejor -iddeil, urrived alt Barssovis station zbout 9 s.l.. with the amored traiz

"orlicik, 4 s . : e .
e Le Cuwrns L0 tre guartars o Uolomal llorrow, wi.: when he reached
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for the purvose of disamming the sSemsnof s forces at that place. He recuesied

the assistance of tre .rerican Uomaanasr in this undertaXxing, poiating out that

the Americons nad besn attaczzd by the forces of Jemenoff. The smsricans them-~
s9lves were under orders Lo evacuate the couitry and must evacuszte av trhe sae

time t.4at the Czecho=-3lovaek evacuation took places He regi:ested Colonsl lorrow
further to guarznsee to § = Szecrs a free eutry ianto 3aresovka wid Verklna-udinsk,
so that t.sy would not be fired on befora safficisui eschelons Lad been masssd there

-

t0 enabls them Lo successfully disam t.e garrison at that point., Colonel llorrow
raplied that he woula give Colonel lemetz & definite answer to nis proposition
within a couple of hours. OCrders were tnen issusa b, Colonsl iorroxr to give the
Cyocho=-5lovaks free uss of the dispatchers? circuwit s0 fhat they might commmicate
with thsir eschelons. Colonel "~metz was inrormad of this order. In 5. :meantime mes
messages were recelved confirming the report .nzt an armored train then at Petro-
vsky=zZavod to the east of the american sector was preparing to come to V-rkhas-~Udinsk,
after repsated warmings given to Ltaran Semenof £ not to send amored traing into

the srsrican ssctor. The sendine of this amored train could mean but one trings
that it was coming to make batile on th=a ..merican fcrces. #Fuarths:mors, Semnenoff had
not answered any of the tsiegrurs 521 hime Ile mad 1200 men with artillery and
machine guns under his c¢ on-and at Verkhne-Udinsk «und Beresovka, besidss largs forces
at Chita, and ian t s country under his control. What forces he might be massinog
against the Arms: ican comm:=und could only bpe surmiseds Colonsl biorrow .l Lisutenant
James then proceeded to tie guarters of .i'or Gsaeral lyssura, cammwnuing the
Semenoff garrison at Berasovka and asked him wiat telegrams, if any, he h=d received
from Atamam Semenoffe General NMyssura 3xhibited to ¢ em tis copiles of tiis telegramg
he had sent to Ataman Semenoff on the 1l0th and lith, then informsd them tiat he =&
had not received any reply and furthermors, tiat it would have been very eusy for
Semenoff or his Chief of Staff 1o have replied if t.sy had dezired to do so, as the
direct wirs #Was at ths wervice of Semsnoff ot any time and that hs had received
that day a telegram from Semenoff relating to = trifling mabtter coterning cots for
8 schoole Colonsl Morrow naod the Adjutant, Lieutenant James, then returnsd to the
Headgquarters of ths regiment. All of the organization comnanders were assembled
and the full situation laia before tiinm and t =ir decision was requested as to what
action the Command should teke in view of Lh=2 entire situstions the attack of the
armored train, the well-kmown hostility of Semenoff uad his troops towards the
Americans, the order und the necessity for the Amsricans to imrediately svacuate;
the forcible disamming of Semenoff's men under the direct orders of Geassrul Junin,
the firther facts of the telegrams s~ont by the Commanding Officer and the telegrams
aant by Generasl Mvssura to Ataman Semenoff and his failure to reply to the same,
also the movement of Senenoff's ammored trzins towards Varkhne-Udinks, snd further
the original mission of the American forces in Sibaris to assist the Czecho=Slovaks.
The following definite proposition was submitted for their consideration:

In view of our ofders to proceed to Vladivostak, in view of all that is knovm of
Semenoff &xd his troops, the present sitiatieon in its e itirety, do we deam it aec—
essary in order to insurs our safe return homs to accept the offer of the Czecho-
Slovaks or to decline ite " On this the assembled officers unanimously agreed to
acceptthe Cxecho=slovak of for and 0 anber into an agreement with them as to our
future movements. This agreement was communicated over the dispstcher's talephons
to Colonsl Femetz then at Selenga about 4:30 i.lle Colonel Hemetz was fully in-
formed as to the streagth of the Jemenoff garrison at Beresovka, Varkhne-Udiask,
and the Park Barracks, was guaranteed a safe entry for all his eschelons into
Berssovka and that the Fussizn artillery wonld be hseld under guard of the amsricans
so that it could nct be used against hime Furthe more, tie plan was adopted that
two Czech eschelons and the armored train "Orlick"™ woull reach Beresovia about 8
or 9 s.lle and await the arrival of two other eschelons, that the leaniny aschelons



the Amerigins red cesn atiatzsd B tne forles I ssmen@ . Jhe mericons
38lves wers undcer Urders t0 evacuate the country and must evacuate at the sams

time t &t the Cmecho-=-Slovalkr evacuation took place. FHe requasted Colonsl Morrow
furthsr to guarantee to t e Czechs a free entry into Baraesovka and Verkime-Udinsk,
80 that t.ey would not be fired on befors sufficient eschelous had besn massed there
to enable them to successfully disa.m the garrison at that point. Colonsl lorrow
réplied that he would give Colonel NVemetz a definite anzwer ta his proposition
within a couple of hourse. Orders were then issued by Colomel Lorrow to give the
Cyecho-5lovaks free use of the dispatchers? circuit so that they might communicate
with their eschelonse. (olonel Nametz was informed of this order. In thomeantime me#
mossages were received conf irming the report that an armored trainm then at Petro-
vsky~Zavod t0 the east of the American sector was preparing to come %o Vaorkhne-Udinsk,
after repeated warnings given to Ataman Semenoff not t0 send amored trainsg into

the American sector. The sanding of this amored train could mean but one thing;
that it was coming to make battle on the American forces. Furthemmore, Semenoff had
not answered any of the telegrams seat hims He had 1200 men with artillery and
machine guns under his conmand at Verkhne-Udinsk and Beresovka, besides large forces
at Chita, and in the country under his control. What forces he might be massing
against the American command could only be surmised. Colonel Morrovw aml Lieutenaznt
James then proceeded to the quarters of Ljor General Myssura, commanding the
Semenoff garrison at Beresovka and asked him what telegrams, if any, he bhu.d received
from Atamm Semencff. General liyssura Sxhibited to trem the copies of the telegrams
he had sent to Ataman Semenoff on the 10th sad 1lth, then informed them t:iat he =&
had not received any reply and furthermore, that it would have been very easy for
Semenoff or his Chiaf of Staff to have replied if they had desired to do so, as the
direct wirs Wwas at the wervice of Semenoff at any time and that he had rsceived

that day a telegram from Semsnoff relsting to 2 trifling matter comcerning cots for
8 schoole Colonel Lorrow and ths Adjutant, Liesutenant James, then returned to the
Haadquarters of ths regiment. All of th> organization commanders were assembled
and ths full situwation laia before them and ¢ 2ir decision was reyguested as to what
action the Command should take in view of (e enitire situstiony thes attack of the
armored train, the well-known hostility of Semenoff zad his troops towards the
Americang, the order :nd the necessity for the rwerican: to imediutely svacuate;
the foroibls disaming of Semenoff's men under the direct orders of Generul Janin,
the £irther facts of the telegrams sent by the Commanding Officer ol ti.e telegrams
sent by Generul Myssurs to Abtamen Semenoff wnd his fzilure to reply (0 the sume,
also the movament of Jersneff's amored treins tovards Varkhne-Udinks, anc further
the original mission of tlhe irerican forces in oib-ris to assist the Czechom3lovaks,
The followin: definite proposition was submitted for lheir cousideration:

L.8m=-

"In view or our ofders to proceed to Viadivosbok, in view of all that is knowvn of
Semenof £ und his troops, the present sit ation in its 2 tirety, do we deam it aec~
e@ssary in order to iisuirs our safe return nom: Lo accest the offer of the Czecho-
5lovaks or t0 declias it, " On this tie asserolad officers unanimously agreed to
accept the Czecho=slovak of for znd o =snier into zn agreement wit them as to cur
future movementse This agreement was comuunicated ovar the disp.tchiar's telephins
to Colonel Mametz then at Saleaga about 4:30 L.M. Colonel .iemetz was fully in-
formed as to the stre.gih of tha Jamenoff gurrison st 3arescvika, Varkhne-Udiask,
and ths Park Barracks, was guarantesd . s.fe entyy for all his escmeloas into
Beresovka and thaet the Zussi-n aritillery woula be haeld under guard of tie amaricuns
=0 that it could not be used against him. Hurthe more, t.e plan was auocpied that
two Czech eschelons zad the wrmersd troin "Qrlick” would reach Baresovka avout 8
or 9 Lelie and awwib bthe arrival of two Other escheloas, t.at che lsading =schelons
would tlen proceed to Varklme-Udiusk wiuc disarm the smll garrison in that city
vnile ths Lwo remasiniug escrelons with the .mericans would disarm the gorrison at
Beresovkae. Yiese drders were trancmitted by JColonrel Jemetz t0 tiwe leading Czech
sschalon Comnander who was dirscted to coansult with Colonel lorrow at 3erescvka
vefore begin. iasg operations. ‘the leacuing Czsecl escrslon, wyler the com-wnd of

e jor | iddell, urrived at Berssovia station about 9 i.l. with the amored traiz

"Orlicke Tra (veee s v . 5 - ¢
orlickn, e cums to e diariers o i uodional Llorrow, wo: when he reachad
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Colonel lLorrow's quarters Generzl issura, Comsanding the Russi.n garrisa, being
antively unawars of what was going to huppen, was paying a social visits. Colonel
Horrow interviewsd Lajor Riddell in sz side room. Ikjor Iiddsll desired at once 10
place General Iyssura under arrast but iais Coloael iiorruw refused to permit, stat-
ing that Geusral Xyvssure and nis adjutant s were gieasts in his house uud that he
sould not and would notv permit them to be arrested thers and th.t he would guaran-
ftee tnat they would not ¢ ommmicsabe in any way the plens or intentions of the iver-
icans and Czecho=3lovuks 60 the Tussi.n troopss At the sune time Iejor Riddell was
ordersa by Uolonel liorrow o rerain in Baeresoviie with his eschelons mnda the armorsd
car until 5Swo othsr echalons had arrived, . .en tc leave Baresovks and proceed to
Verkhne-uviines, tTat e would thare be met oy wisubena i Pinuey, Z27tn Infanbry, trnen
in comnand of tre Milita.r Police rorce comsisting of 120 men and that usisutenant
Pinney had besn given the order from 3-resovia by Colonel .orrow w0 begin the dis-
arming at Verkhne-Jdinks at the same howr the disaming ook place 2t Barastvia,.
Major Riddell sadd that he thoroug 1y understoud wmd would camply with lle 0raarss
Thsse orders were given toiough an irfterpreter. Lisubtsumant Piniey had previously
been given orders to this s.ms effect and inlfurmed that upon the srrival of Ljor
Riddell ther would confor an. begin the disaming in V- rkhne-Udinsk when orders

to do so werns receivaed from Colonsl Lorrcw =t Zaresovkas Lz jor riddell returasd te
his echelon at ten minutes afier 10 o'clock anc without walting for orders or tla
arrival of the othar echelons proceeded t0 Verihne-WYdinsk, taxing with himr tra
arroraed train "Orlick", ther he wes mét by Lieutenant Pimmey, snd there at once
in gpite ¢f his instructions began the dissyming of the small garrism at that
placae, This isft the station of Beresovka witlout a single Czech echeion in its
yards z2nd gave t0 the Russiansample time and afforded them evsry facility for
commanicating the fact of the Czech intentions .o the v ry mach largsr and much
stronger garrison at Berescvka. The 3rd and 4th echelous did not arrivse at Bere-
sovka until 3:30-PeMe In the meantims, Colonel Morrow cumnunicated the plans

and intentions of the CzechoéSlovaks to General lMyssura and urged him to lay

dowe his arms without fighting, thereby savips his garrison from certzin destructicne
General Iirssura replied that he desirad to go to the Jupznese Headquarters and
consult vith General Ogata, ColBnel Morrow stated that he would accom any him
there and did accompany Genersl li-ssura t0 General Ogata's headquarterse In the
meantims ths entire American command at Beresovka was formed mnder arms in its
garrism, which lay between tne vipunese garrison wnd the Russi n gurriscn, wepared
to toke immediate action if such zetion proved necescorye. The Russian garrison
wes not permittsed to go near its artiliery which la on the open ground near the
railroad station. The folloviag wers present at ths cmference vhich occurred at
General Ogata's headgquurtiars; Geuerzl llyssura, Siberian Army, Commanding the
Russicn garrison at Hars-ovea) odatants Gsasral llyssura; General Ogsta, Imperial
Japanese ~rmy; Chisf of Ztaff to Zs.eral Ogata; Colonsl Ce. He Morrow, Commanding
Ue Se Trocps; First Lieutesnant J.hn Jares, .dj tant to Colonsl Morrow. The confer-
ence was Opsned by Colonel Lorrow with ths statement of the plans and purposes of
the Czsecho~3lovaks, & e stztament of tLelr overwhnelming force and their intentions
in regard to Senencff forces at -eresovkm :nd Vorkhne~Udinsk, and the reascons as-
signed by the Czecho-3levaks for the disaming the Semenaf f forces. General Myssura
was then urged to0 turn over his arms t0 elther the Japanese or American Commander
in r-der to prevent the desiructlom of his gerrison and the unavoidable killing of
wemen and children which would oecur in the conflict which would follow his refusal
to do go. Goneral Ogata stated trat he did notb believe the circumstances warrant ed
the disaurming of the Semenoff garrisoas; that there was not sufficient grounds for
this disarmament; but he advised Ganersl Iyssura not to bring on a conflict if it
could be avoided and that in the event of a conflict the Jupanese forces agreed to
remain neutral; that Jaran would guarantee to the Americans and the (zecho-Slovaks
free ani uninterrupted transportation from Varkime-idinsk to lluachuris Station and
would not parmit the Semenoff forces $0 in anv wav interfara with tha vomid onA
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2onad nov ad rould mot pETis u:r sm to be ~.z:-r*aatsad there =nd that he would guaran-
%88 $.&5 they wOuld nos commmicate in any way the plans or intentlons of the Amer-
icans and Czecho=3lovaks §o the Russizn troopse At the same time Major Riddell was
crdsred by Colonel kicrrow to remaln in Beresovka with his eschelons znd the armored
car until two other echalons had arrived, then to leave Bsresovka and procesd to
Verkhne-Udinsgkx, ¥ of Ie would thers be met by Lieutenant Fimney, 27th Infantry, then
in com-and of the Lilitary Police force consisting of 120 men snd that Lieutenant
Finaey had bewn given the order from Barssovika by Colonel llorrow to begin the dis=-
arming abt Verkhne-Udinks at the same hour the disaming tock place at Berosovkae
ajor Riddell sszid that he thoroug ly understocd and would camply with the orders.
These orders were given through an irterpreter. Lisutenant Firmey had previously
been given arders to tris seme effect and informed that wpon the arrivel of ajor
Rigdell th.ey would confer and be:/in the disaming in Varldhme-Udinsk when orders

tc 40 so© were received from Colonsl Morrow at Beresovka. Uajor Eiddell returned tc
his echelon at ten minutes wfter 10 o'clock and without waiting for orders or the
arrival of the othor echelons proceeded t0 Verkhne-Udinsk, taking with him the
armored train "Orlick”, ther he was met by Lieutenant Finney, and there at once

in spite of his imstructions began the disaming of the small garrison at that
place, This left the station of Baresovka withont a single Czech echelon in its
yards and gave t0 the Russiansoample time and afforded them every facility for
.commanicat ing the fact of the Czech intentions to the very much larger and much
stronger garrison at Berescvkas. The 3rd and 4th echelons did not arrive at Bere-
sovka uwntll 3:30 PeMe In the mesntime, Colonel Morrow communicated the plans

and intentions of the Cgecho@8lovaks to Geuneral lwresura and wged him to lay

dovm his arms without fighting, theredy saving his garrison from certain destructiocn.
Genersl liyssura replied that he desired $0 go to the Japznsse Headguartsers and
consult with Genarzl QOgata. ColBnel iorrow stated that he would accom any him
there and did accompany Gsneral lMyssura t0 Gseneral Ogata's hezdquarterss In ihe
meantime the entire american command at Barssovka was formed under arms in its
garrison, which lay betwesn the Japanese garrison snd the Russi n garrison, mwepared
to take immediate action if such action proved necessary. The Russion garrison
"was not permittad to g0 near its artillery which lay on the open ground near the
railroad station. Tho felloring wers wresent at ths coference which cccourred at
General Ogata's headguarterss General Myssura, Siberian Army, Commanding the
Russian garrison at Bere-~ovkaj Adjutant Gnraerzl Iiyssura; Geosr:l Ogata, Imparisl
Japanese Army; Chief of Staff to Geaseral Cgata; Colonel C. K, lLorrow, Commanding

Ues S. Troops; Pirst Lisutenant John James, 4id} ‘tan: fo Coionel llorrows he confer-
ence was opsned by Colonel liorrow with th= stabtemant of the plans and purposes of
the Czecho-Slovaks, ti.e stutemsnt of thelir ovarwielming force anu Lieir intentions
in regard to Semenoff forees at Berescvie .nd Vorkhne-Udinsk, and the reascns as-
signed by the Czecho-3luvaks for the disaming the Uemenof f forces. Gener.l lisssura
was then urged to turn over his arms to either the Jspuness or smerican Commander
ir order to prevent tre destruction of his gerrison and the unavo' dadle killing of
wcmen ana children which weuld occur in the conflict which would follow Lis refusal
to do 20, Goneral Ogata stabed i at ke did not bpslisve the circumstunces warranted
the disumming of the semeaoff gurrisoas; ..at tbore was not sufficisnt grounds for
this disarmamsnt; but he advised Geuerdd lyssura ncot ¢ bring on a zouflict if it
could be avoided cnd that in the event of 4« conflict i Jupanese forces agreed io
remain aeatral; that Ja an woulu guarsatse to the americans and the Czecho-Sloveks
fres and uniaterrupted transportation from Verkhne-Uddinsk to liuachurisz Station and
would not parmit the Jemenoff forces 50 in any way interfere with the rapid «nd
succassful evacuatbtion, but that he thoaht that the Samenoiy forces should nct be
diszrmed by zny one as they were necessary in order to protect the countrys. General
Lyssurs siatsadé that he was not auwhorized, without permission from Chita, to sur-
rendar tls guarrison oud recuaested Jolonel .orror 80 urge she Czechs to conbinus
tneir movameny to tha east because &b v’-zzhhne-udlns* t’ ey had besn the first to
uzae force; and tret ke be pzmitted to o to Varkhnme-Ualask and get on the direct

)s‘

telograph widh .tamn Jsmenoffeat Lhita In tha meaatime Uolonal uorrow had
4@



received & message that thw Lolegraph stations as well as the headguurters of
Genoral Levitsky had been tuxen over by the Czecho~Slovakss. Genaral lyssara

was informed of Lhis fact by Colonsl ilorrow and told fhat if he atiempted o

g0 to the telegraph station he would surely be arrested by the CzechoeSlovaks

and that he could not even leavs the garrison at Berasovis without being ar-
rested by the Czecho-Slovaikss Colomel Morrow also haviag received a message

that the armored train was ccming from Petrovsky-Zavod, informed Gensrcl

Myssura of this facte Gensral Myssura replied thit if wn armored train was com=
ing, it was coming to kill Bolsheviks and had nc hostile intentions toward the
Americans. Genersl Ogata urged Colonel lkorrow t¢ reguest the Czecho-3lovaks not
t0 disam the Russian garrison, stating that Colonsl liorrow could force tha
Czecho-Slovaks to obey his ordsrs. Colonel Morrow replied that it was now too
late, that the Czecho~Slovaks were under the orders of General cunin snd not
under his orders and that he would not make any such propos:=ls to ths Czech
forces., General QOgata was then asked the direct question: In the event of
fighting between the Czecho-Stovaks and Amsricans together against Semenoff’s
troops, whnt action will the Japanese take?". To vhich General Ogata replied:

"I will remain neutral, but 1 do not desire it; I would like for this mtuer Lo
be settled peacefully. General Myssura was asked what hse would do in cace of

an amad conflicts All he replied was: "I can only say that this tckes place

in Colonel lorrow's sactor." General lyssura's attitude throughout was that

of ons deliberately waiting for his troops to be disurmed vhlle ke was not
rresent, in order to furnish a lame exeuse that he himself did not surrender

his troops to any one. At no time did he request permission .o ;0 to his trugps
or in any w-y attempt or show the slightest desire to go to them wnd orgsnize them
for resistance, although he was cont inually being informed by Colonsl lorrow as

to what was tzking place in the garrison at Verkhns-Udinsk. At 5 o'clock the
Czecho=Slovairs came off their cars, took cver the artillery from theRussi zn giard
and completely disarmed the Russian garrison without & single shot being fired.
Colonel i rrow of fersd Genersl IMyssura protection for hi self and his family

in his houss. This Geasral MNyssura declined and rsmained with Gensral Ogata,

By 5 PoMs tha disamming of 2ll troops at Verithne-Udinsk :md the Firk Barracks had
been also accomplished. Two hand grenzdes wers thrown into the Park Barracks

by the Czecho=0lcvars which was sufficisnt to eause the longoiians stationed there
to immedi ately surrenuer iiLeir arms, Jo casnallities on either side were reported
and there were nonee about 8 P.il. Colonsl Lorrow and the Adjutant, Lieubenant
James, called on Colonsl Jemstz, who Lad orrived at Beresovkae. Genaral Nemetz
informed them that he had received a tszlegram from General Janin that the Czecho-
Slovek disarming of t:s .a snoff troops would cezse at Verkime-Udinsk and that hs
would await the arrival of Ganar.l Junin with his echelons at that place. On Jau-
uary 1l4th, Colonel MNomstz's adjutant cualisd on Colonel Morrow and informed him
that he had received & telegrm from Geuweral Junin directing that all the arms,
armored trains, Htc., taisn by Lr-. Czecho-3Slovass from Irkutsk to Verkhne-Udins,
inclusive, be turned bac: t0 ths Russi.n auithorities and stating that the follow-
ing agreement had been =utered into between ths Czechno-Slovaks and the Japanese:
{(1}e That .he Japunese foxce: would Oppose by force of arms any further disaming
of the Semencff forces sast of V-rkhns-Udinsk, and that the Japanese Amy was com-
centrating for the purposzs. (&) That the Jupznese guaranteed, on the honos of
Japan, a safe and ropid evacuation of the Czecho-Slovak and imerican forces
betwean Verkhne-Udinsk and Manichria Statione (3) And further guaramted that such
evacuation would not be dslayed ncr meet with any oppogition from the forces of
Ataman Samenoff; and if it was necessary, in order to sscure such uzninte: rrupted
passage, that th- forces of Japan would take up arms against the forces of itaman
Semenoffs Further, that General Janin was expected to arrive on the foilowing

day and would confirm these orders znd agreemsntse On the following day Colonel
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£0 30 e tslegriph statiocn he would sursly e arrsstsd by the Czecho~=3lovaks

and wnat he coula not even leave the garrison at Beresovka without being ar=
rested b the Czecho-Slovaks. Colonel Horrow also having received a message

that the armored train was coming from Petrovsky-Zavod, ianformed General

dyssura of this facte General lyssura replied that if an armored irain was com=
ing, it was coming to kiil Bolsheviks and had no hostile intentions toward the
Americans. Generzl Ogata urged Colonel Morrow to request the Czecho-Slovaks not
to disamm the Russian garrison, stating that Colonsl liorrow could force the
Czecho~Slovzks to obey his orders. Colonel Iorrow replised that it was now too
late, that the Czecho-Slovaks were under the orders of General Janin and not
under his ordars snd that he would not muke any such proposcls to the Czech
forces, General Ogata was then asked the direct question: In the svent of
fighting between the Czecho~Stovaks and .imericans together against Semenoff's
troops, wiat action will the Japanese take?'. To which Gensral Ogata replied:

"I will ro .ain neutral, but 1 do not desire it; I would like for this ratter to
be settled peacefully. General lyssura was asked what hs would do in case of

an amed conflicte All he replied was: "I can only say that this takes place

in Colonel llorrow's ssctor." Generazl Myssura's attitude throughout was that

of one deliberately waitinz for his troops t0 be disarmed vhile he was nos
present, in order to furnish 2 lame exeuse that he himself did not surrender

his troops to any one. At no tims did he request permission to go to his troops
07 in any w.y attempt or show the slightest desire to go to them and organize them
for resistance, although he was cont inualiy being informed by Colonel Morrow as

t 0 what was toking place in the sarrison at Varkhne-Udinsk. 4t 5 o'eclock the
Czecho~3lovaks came off their cars, took over the artillery from theRussi.n guard
end completsly disarmed the Russian garrison without = single shot being fired.
Colonel = rrow of fered General Myssurz protection for hi self and his family

in his houss. This Gensral Myssira declined and remained with General Ogata,

By B Polle the disarming of all troops at Verkhne-Udinsk and the Pork Barracks nad
been also accomplishede Two hand grenades were thrown into the Purk Barracks

by the Czecho-Slovaks which was sufficient to cause the Mongelians stationed there
to immedi uiely surrender their arms, No casuallties on either side were reportad
end thers were none. About 8 P.M. Colomel lerrow and the Adjutant, Lieutenant
Jdames, called on Colonsl Hemetz, who had arrived at Berescvka. Gonarsl Hemetz
informed them that he had received a telegram from General Janin that the Czecho-
Slovak disarming of the Jemenoff troops would cease at Verkxhme-Udinsk and tnat hs
would await ths arrival of Gensrzl Janin with his echelons at that place. On Jun-
vary l4th, Colonel Nemetz's Adjutant calizd on Colomel ilorrow zud informsd him
that he had recelved a telegr:m from Geuerul Janin directing trnat all the srms,
armored trains, &tc., taken by th: Czecho-3lovaks from Irkubtsx to Verkhns-Udins,
inclusive, De turned back to ths Russiin authorities amd stabing that ths follow-
ing apgreement had been entBred into belween ths Czecno~Slovaks und the Japansse:
(1js That the Javanese force:s would oppose by force of arms any furtr sr diszming
of the Semenoff forces east of Varkhns-Udinsk, wnd t:ab tle Japuuness Armm; was cam-
ceutrating for ths purposz. {(2) That the Jupinese guuraatsed, oun the honos of
Japan, a safe and rapid evacuation of i1l Czecho-Sluovak end ~osrican forces
between Verkhue-Udinsk and Mamchria sSewiion. {3} Aad fursher guaramted that such
evacuation woulid not be delayed nor meet with any oppodition from the forces of
Ataman Semenoff; and 1f it was necessary, iu order o secure such uainte. rrupted
rassage, that th forces of Japan would taxe upr 2rms against ths forces of .taman
Semenoff. Further, that General Junin wus expaected to arrive on she foilowing

day and wouid cont'irm {hese orders .nd wgreemsntse On the following day Colonel
Nemetz called on Colonel .oriow ..ad ca arrangemant was made looki.g iuauvo tha fature
and ths possibility of e.countering opposition from Semenoff!s forces while the
evacuabing schelons wers pescing through his countrys 4ll americuzn echelons wers
instructed to couparate with the Czecns and the Czecrs to coopsrute in all emer=
goacles with the imericams. GJolonel Juelk, Uhiaed of Ssaff of the lst Division ,
Czecho-slovak army, called the foliowing day wod ths uaderstan-ing was trpough
éim cawmmnicated to alli forcess Gnierad Janir arrived at 3iwrssovks the night of
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of Janwary 15%h and Colonel Liorrow wn. the Hegimsmtal sdjubtant, Lisutenzal Jumes,
called on General Jasnin in his cgr where ks fully confirmed L}.e auove me:ationed
telagram ad sgreement se Genersl Janin expressed himself as highly gratified atb
the actions of the ~merican forces st Berasovica in rendering assistance to, ard
cooperating with, the Czacho-Slovaks. He further gavs to Coionsl lLorrow & copy

4

of the following telegram addressed to him from Chita:

"Chita, Decembar 19th, 1919, Telsgram 11E. For Gexneril Janin.
From Verkhne-Uninsk to Iancruris .ad Stretensk to oll ilitaxy Con-
tollers, Chief Operators, Head .en of crews and Statlon Hastars.

In addition to my telsgram aousber 110B, of Dacember 17th, 1919, the
gonversation of Czecho=Slovak Command by vrdey of Commander of troops
oxtends also th the Amsrican Commends ILlslercif.”

20 On Jauuary 17th, Gensral Jenin and $olonel Llorrow, accompanibe by thelr
immedi ate staff of ficers and Interpreters, calied or “aneral Ogata and fully ianform.d
him of the barbarities, marders and burnings c annit ted by the commanc of (General Lev-
itsky; also of the horrible atrocities, m rders, rapes, etc., comitted by Geusral
Bogomoletz, who commandad the amored train "Destroyer', which had beem captured by
the American forces at Posolskaya. The evidence, taksn from ths crew of tls '"De-
stroyer?, was read to Gs-eral Ogatz; the evidence of the nurusd a.d ruined villiages
south of Varkhne-Udinsk was also read to Seueral Ogata; tre whippii and killing of
railroad emnloyees by the Semenoff armcred trains ware fully set forth and G» ersl
Ogata was reguested to ask Geuersl Suzuki, the Divisional Commaider of tnc Japuiese
forces, than stationsd 2t Chita, to coms to Vaerkhne-Udinsk so that & conferance
might be held betwsen General Buzuki and Geasral Janin, General Ogata znd Uolonel
Morrowes This in order that the barbarities of Semenoff's armored :trains might be
stopped and thzt the column of General Levitsky, then operating in $he south, be
recalled, thus savin the lives of many hundreds of Russian men, wonsn waa  children.
General Ogata agreed awd telegrsphed t0 General Suzukl who replisd tict he wouid come
from Chita $0 Ve khne~Udinsk at the earliest possible date. Genersl 3uzw.i arrived
at Zeresovka on Jamkry 24th and at 2 P.M. had a conference with Generzl Junine
4% © PeM. Colonsl llorrow was iavited to meet Genersl Suzuki at the Jaranese Dsad-
quarters for a confsrence and later for a dinner at vhich Gensral Janin would be
present. Record of trisz confarence follows:

"Report of a conferencos hald st the Japanese Headeuurtars at 3erssovi.g, Jibaria,
veginning at 5:30 Pole, Jimumry 24, 1920,

@

Gensral Suzukl, IL.Jeiie, Japuness Division Commmmder at Chita,
3iveric, with nisz starff officers

General Cgats, l.Je.khe, Jupaness Brigade Commander, Berssovia,
Sihnxia, wit;h staff officerse

Colonel G. E. llor.ow, 27th Infantry, Commander, U.3. Troops,
Dal -3 .iaal sector (Verkhns ~Udinsk incle

to lysovaya 1ncl }

lste Lisutsnant John James, <7th Infatry,

Mre %' lverman, “ussisn intarpretsr for Jolonel Morrcw.

Japanese, Iugllish Interprater for Gaterdl Suzukl.

Colonsl orrcw: I would like to speak t0 General Suzuki about ths situstion
in this town and the neighboring viliage. <tThe actions of Gensral Levitsky, Comrandsr
of the semenoff Burita-ilongolian 3Brigzaode hers, rhave been v-ry bade He has killad
zany peopls who wer mnot Bolsheviks. He and his $roops havs murdered tiem. He






bean commitbtede The btroops on tre Zemenoff armored t:zin, which the .ierica
captured, killed a2t lsast 55 pecpls batween CThita and Varkhne~Udinskz on their

iast trip, robbed tham of thelr clothing and moasy, ruaped women und killed two
wenmen. Thayarrested the assistant station master, Verkhne-Udinsk, wna pillaged

his house, and General Bogomoletz, after unaving robbed him, was goiag (o ¥ill him.
I went apoard the amorsd tr' in and made nim release this =zan. Lfter the armored
train was captured I fouxe 5s propevty tukan from the assistaut station masiar

in the amored ftrain and in the hands of t e men of tre amcred truin. 7The whole
world will be schocked when they hear of tus horribis c.imss committed Sy this
armored train. 1 huve proofs showing tihat the officers znc ren of the armored
train are murders and robbers. I xnow tiwt already over 50 of tiue railroad zen
have left Verkhme-Udinsk and magy others ars pre aring to leave as scon as I leavs
with my soldierse They are afraid that the Japznese will permit the trcops of
Semenoff to whip thom, rob them a.id muwrder themy I have nevar permiited, since I
first came here, Semenoff's officers to arrest or wiip tha railroad men or to kill
theme To doc this I have frequently besn on the poins of fighsiing the troops of
Semenoff, dbut the rsailroad from 'v‘erkhne-u’dins;r to ysoviys has not once besn broken
or interrupted znd has never been attacksd by the people of the couniry. I requast
tha General, as he has protected the Semencfsy c«fficers wad rén wid preva ted the
Czesho-Slovaks from disarming them, that he ( Gerer.l S.) now prevent Jemenoff's
troops from arresting, whipping and killin, the raiiread mens. If Sesmencif's cfficers
-are permitted to do this, railread traffic at Verkime~Udinsk will stor as a1l ths rail
road men will run aw:y. If the Mongolian troops are sent out to kill the people

in the villages near the railroad, thess people wlill destroy the rallroad, Japan
baving protacted Sermenoff and his officers, the world will blars Japan. I have
gpoken this truth to the General for the goou of Japan for the good of Fussia udd
out of my friendship for Japan.

G2 ¢ et

D

Goner:d Suzuki: I thank you very mucn for your Xind informat ion. Wuen
the Americen troops were guarding the railroad at Verkhne-Udinsk, railroad traffic was
excellent «¢nd I intend to guard ths railroad und its employees in the same mununer as
you have dong it. 4in case of miscondu:t by Semenoff troops 1 will not excuse it.
Thare are certain defects in the government of Ataman Semenoff anu he is going to
try 0 remedy thess defects in the .uluwre. You meantionad that Jupin rotects the
troopa of Semenoff, we 40 not protect tliem vhen they do wrong. UWe cooperats with
them when their purpose coincides with our om. If the disarming of the troops

~ of Semenoff by the Czecho-3lovak troors had been permitted, I fear that their trans-
port would havs been seriocusly i fsrferred with, so I madiat~? between thems. I hear
that the .rericun troops wre =oiny 0 svacuuts very soon am we will do everything
we ¢zn to hely tham as we nava helpsd t & Czecho-Slovakse As the ed ecation of
Semenof £ troors is no, gooe 1 fear rar regretable incidenmts have cccurred. The

Bolsheviks =ls50 robb=d <. murdered, but * believe that in the interests of humm ity
it must be stoppsde

Ccionel Illorrows I wish o tell vou samw things about the peopls in the
country bere, tiers was always neacs hers until Geasr.l Levitsky arrived. He
made the troubl - by going iuts these viliages with his troops. All these people
want is to be laft slons .ua $0 tuss cars of tl2iv homes wnd families, they ure
not Polghavikse Perhaps the two officers of Ge:eral Ogata who visited 3obkina havs
told iIe General what they have cesn. I ssnt an officer to anctner villasge vho found
even worse conditions. The officers of Semenoff cannot be trusted, they camot
govern, %13y can only kill and rob; they have no sense. The officers and men on the
bronevik "Destroyer™ kave bean turned over to Genercl Ilyssurae The zmmmorsd train
will g0 back to the Iussi:ns as soon as I lsave.







Gaiercl Suzuki: I fea:r tisre must have besn some mismunderstanding.

Colonel lorrow: I sholl tell you what Genersl Bogomo:etz says (General
Janin and his Chief of 8taff arrive at 6:16 P.l.) Colonel lLorrow then continued:
General Bogomoletsz says trat 2 machins gunasr on the bronevik accidently fired his
machine gum towards ths cars of the american detachment wiich were alongside the
bronevike

Recorder: Dus t0o bthe arrival of Geuerddl Janin amd 1:ig Chief of Staff the
conferenca have andeda

JOHY JAITES,
1st. Lisute, Adjutant, 27th lufadtryve.
2l Reccrder.

On Janvary Z3rd. , Gensersl Janin was pleassd fco decorute ths following .umsricans
with the Croix de Buerre

Colcnel Chkaries F. Horrow, &7th U. 3. Infantry,
Cantain 7illiam Waite, 2¥tk U. S. Infantry,
Captain Vernon L. Hash, 27th U. S. Infaw ry,
lat. Lieutenant John Jzmes, sidjutant, 27th Infautry,
lstes ~isutenant Widliam C. Coogan, Persomel adjubtant,
27th U.Se Infan ry,
2nd &ieutenant Paul V. Kendall, 27th U.s. Infautry,
Sergeant Carl Robbins, Coe "I 27th U.S. Infantry (dsceased)
Private John L. Montgomery, Co. "M 27th Infantry (deceased.

and with the Prench War lledal, Gold:
1ste Lisutenont Harr- Hillpacik, 27th U.GeInfaa ry.
d =2ud with the Freach Tar lLledal, Silver:

lste Lisitenant ll.Re Finney, 27th U.3J.Infantry.
lste Lieutenzmat Walter Byrns, 27th U.S.Infantrye.

and with ths Frexch “Jar lledsl, Bronzas

Regimentszl Sergeant-lajor Jomes F.Cooper, 27th U.S. Faniry
Regimental Supply Sergeant Leon Gsylord, 27th U.S. Infantry
Sergeant Herman iulchow, Coe "M". 27th U.S.Infantry
Sergeunt retar C. Latihews, Co. "I 27th U.S. Infantry
Private nomer D. Jommis, Coe. "I 27th U.Se. Infantry.

and lMajor Don S. Colby, Lussizn Hailwoy Serviee Corps, on duty with the
2M1h UeSe Infari r , with a French Var ~edal, Gold.

22, On January 135th, due to all of the preceding events in the imerican
sector and westward, and to the uncsrteinty existing in the minds of the railroad
amployees east of Verkhns-Udinsly, the railrozd traffic came practically to a
standstill, while the yards at Ve:rkhne-Udinsk and Beresovka were filled with
Czecho=3lovak echelonse In order to c¢lear up the railroad situatior and to comtinue
the movement of the Czecho=Slovaks to the east, as well ss to expedite the American






RATLTAY GUARD
CRTERS HC. 4

l. .s the officer crargsd with the duties of the military commaundant at Vert ne-
Udinsk cannot be found and due ©0 tle absence of Lhe commandant railrocd traffic has
practically ceased and, as under my orders I must use every means in my commsnd to
secura the prompt movement of raillroad trafic and insure its continuance hersafter,

I find it a2 military necessity to sppoint a military commendznt of the city of
Vorkhms-Udingk. I,.therefore, desigmate Liajor Don 3. Colby, Lella3.C., as the

station commadant at Verkhne-Udinsk, and call on all railrosd officizls and employees
t0 obey his orderse.

By order of COLOIIL LIORROW:
JOHT JaZS,

iste <isuts 27th Infamntry,
Adcuing Jdjuvant, M

Major Colby immediately assumed the autlies of military commsudunt st Verkhne-Udinsk
station, taking over the of fice of the Semonoff military commcudint wid ccaf inuad
in this capael ty uantil the last American echslon had de;arted from Verithae~Udinsk.

7ith a Corps of able assistonts he immediztely brough order out of disorder fthen
ozisting and never in its history weres as many btrains moved in and out of the rail-
road yards at Verkhne~Udinsk daily, as lujor Colby proceeded to move. I1n fact, so
rany trains wers moved that the inefficient Rmssian railroad officials at the
eastern divigion points could not begin to handle the traffic. A4t thiz time the
Czech evacuation west of Irkutsk was bescoming 2 very dangsrous and difficult mabiar.
The Czecho=Slovaxs had baen foreced to abazdom 4 echelons east of Klukvennava. ‘'he
Polish troops and Russian troops guarding their rear had euntirsly broken or ¢one over
to the fast-following enemy forces. Tho r pid evacustion of the Czecho-Slovak forces
t0 a point east of the tunnel sector becams a paramcunt and most pressing necassitys
With this in view, a plan was evolved by Major Ds 5. C0lDy, ~«sRe3eCe, for rapidly
accomplishing this mission. The plan was submit ted to Colcuel Charies H. Morrow by
Major Colby =md approved and was taken by Colonel Morrow amd Major Colby, .ogethar
with Captain P ddihays of the Czecho-Slovak forces, to Gener-l Janin at 6 P.M., OR
January Z2the: The plan is as follows:

"Verkhne-Udinsk, Sibaria.

Suggestions to Generzl Janin cnd t0 Goararzl Ogata for improvin: roilroal o 2.~
ditions at Verkhna--dinsk and to the west as well as to the ease for their consider—
ation and determination:

I We wrprove all the nuggestions of Inrinser Hindra.

11 In the ssctor ezat of Verkhne~Udinsk, (Verkhne-Udizsk not inciuded) it
would be nocessary to place . Jarzinsse military commendant in place of the hussi n
military commandsnt, thut Japansse commwudant collsgborats wish a Jgech military
commantang . :

111 At Verkhne-Udinsk en Amarican -ilitary commandant (American Railroad Sngi=
neer) assisted by a Czech commardant without a Russi-n commandart. From Verkbne-
Jdinsk to Irimtsk it should be under Comcnd of Czachs a.d a Czech military commend-~
ant at Irkutske






NOTE: The congested conditions to the east of Verkhne=Udinsk at this time
practically prohibits the sending of more echelons to the east, as it would
only increase the congested conditions now existing to the sast. There are a
number of engines at Verkhns-Udinsk, Mysovaya, and Sludyanka which, with a
minimum amount of repzir, could be put in service and utilized to bring Czech
echelons from the west to points east of the Tunnel Sector."

"Minutes of a Confsrence Regarding Czech Evacuation Held at Chita on February
3. 1920. -

PRESZIT: For United States: Lieutenamt Colounel F. B. Parker,
Major A. C. Peterson, Lieutenant P. Be. Wilkes, Jr.

For Japan: General Hoshino, General Suzuki, Majors Hiroka, Nakatani,
Nakashimag Captains e Arimo, Ushirogu, Salda, Shiraishi, Yoshimotog;
Lieutenant K. Herii; Interpreters S. Magotori and S. Tsuyeéda.

The meeting was called to order at 2:25 P. M., General Hoshino presiding.
The General stated that the points mentioned in Colonel Parker's letier of
February 2nd would be taken up in numerical order and discussed. He also stated
that at the conference held on January 28th, 29th and 30th many of the points
had already been discussed and approved.

General Hosnino stated that he approved of the concentrating of all Czech
echelons east of the Tunnel Sector but on condition that he have the control
of the number of trains which will be parked in that territory, so as not to
deter the operation of Japanese trains, etc.

Colonel Parker stated that this was a temporary measure t0 permmit the Czech:
echelons to get through ihe tuncels before the advance of the Bolsheviks into Irk-
ut sk, mentioning the recent trouble at that place in which several Czechs had been
killed, necessitating their taking over the city as well as railroad station from
Reds,

Afber some further discusslon it was decided that 10 echelons may be rarked
between Petrovsky-5avod and Verkhne-Udinsk, including the former station, but not
the latter; 10 echelons in the latendancia Yard just east of Verkhne-Udinsk and
5 echelons at Divisionaz snd Verkhne-Udinsk, West of Divisiona as many echelons can
be parked as the tracikzs will hold; however the main line must be kept clear.
General Hoshino made a further condition that in cass of diseas= breaking out in
the closely concentrated echelons in any of the above mared sectors that the Czechs
will be required to remain in the trains s0 as not to endanger the people.

In regard to Japanese military commaidants in the sector east of Verkhne~Udinsk,
in place of Rugslan comma.dents, Gensral Hoshino stated that he had already placed
Japanese cammandants at Petrovsky-Zavod, Hilok and Mogzon, but they could not tske
all authority from thie Hussisn comrandant se

Colonel Parker stated thzt there must be a Czech comrandant at these stations
whose business it is to look after the movament of Czech echelons and if any
question comes up he slould ga: & fiial decision from the Japanese commandam and
not the Russian. In otrer words w= wanted the Japanese c anmand.ut %o have the
power to say what should be doues. Geuneral Hoshino staied that this was practically
the case now. Colonel Yarker stated that he did not want to have angy misunderstand-
ing on this point; that in the handling of the railroad business the Czech would
confer and talk with the Russiem but if any dispute came up between the two, the
Japanese should be the one to decides General Hoshino stated that this would be done.






advisable to allow the Czechs comrend there, in consultation with the Japanese
commandant, to have charge for the present while the Czech eschelons are bunched

in that sectore.

General Hoshino stated that in c onference in Chita the ot her day it was de=-
cided that the Japznese must have control from Hysovaya east including this point
as Japanese echelons are moving up to that point and their authority cammct be
relinquished at that point. He also stated that at present there is a Japanese,
a Czech and a Russian commandant at }Mysovaya and if the situation remains as it
is at present, he can see no reason t0 make & change.

Colonel Parkar then suggested that the Czech movement through Mysovaya should
have preference except when it interferred with Japsnese, then the latter would
have preference and that the Japanese commandant there be instructed to allow the
Czechs to have preferred movement after the Japamese and that if this was agreed to,
Colonel Parker would be willing to consent to the Japanese belng in supreme command

theree
Colonel Hoshino agreed to this suggestion.

General Hoshino also approved the note regarding the repairing of a numbsr of
engines now at Verkhne-Udinsk, lMysovaya and Sludyanks and put ting them in service
to bring CGzech echelons from the west t0 points east of the Tunnel Sector.

, In regard to placing Czech telegraph o erators at Petrovsky-Zavod, Hilok and
Mogzon, General Hoshino stated &t had been decided that the Czechs may do this after
a thorough understanding with the Russinase The arrangements must be made with the
fussians, however, if they raised any objections to such an arrangement, the Japan=
ese would use thair influence to see that the matter was handled satisfactory to
the Czechse

Colonel Parker stated that he had received advice that there are now at Man-
churia 12 decaped engines and that an order had been issued by the Russian authori-
ties to waive the technical inspection ami to forward these engines promptly.
These engines will be sent went to Irkutsk for the use of Czech echelons and every-
thing will be done to get them througi quickly. Gensral Hoshino expressed his pleas=
ure at this inforse tion, stating that he was glad to have received & telegram from
Presidsnt Stevens about imcreassing the numbar of eugines and requested Colonel Parker
to extend his bsest wishes to lire Stevens.e He also expressad his pleasums that Colonel
Parkar, ¥ajors Nerz and Peterson would remazin at Chita and assist in the transporta=
tion problems an. that he znd Colonel Parxer wowid confer uand decide on all trans-
portation problems in ths fulure.

Colonel Pzrker replied thut he appreéiated the courtesy which had been extended
to him and his staff and thzt he would send a telegram to President Stevens ani
Colonel Johnson at Harbin, aiso %0 Geasral Janin and Major Colby at Verkhne-Udinsk,
advising them that all points had been satisfactorily arranged, and would give
General Hoshino a copy of his messagee

General Hoshino announced thet he had received a telegram from Colonel Su<uda,
whom he had sent to Verkhne-Udinsk as his representative, in which he said that
General Janin made objaction to vhe conference which General Foshino rad had at
Chita recently with Polish of ficers without General Janin's knowledge. General
Hoshino requested Colonel Parker to explain in his message to Geieral Janin that
this meeting was held without any intention of ignoring General Jmin; on the con-
trary it is his desire not to discriminate against anyone in the movement of troops
but te handle the general situation to thie best advantage of all concerned,

L= - - -

Calnrmal Parkar atatad thet ha wems1A S anltceda 2o 2onm . o






Colomel Parxsr espressed his pleasure al the very satisfactory meeting which
g been had and the confarance adioirned at 3:30 P. L

P. B. WIL¥E3, JHe,
2nd Licuts ReTReSaCos

Approvads
Fe Be PIFYH,

Lisuts Cnley ReLe3sCo»

This plan haviag bean fully explained to General Jamin, il received his uugualified
approval. On January 29th, Colouel Fe. Bs Parier, Zeske3e.C., having srrived from
Irkzut gk, this .plan was taken by Colonsl lorrow and Colonel Parker to Geusral Jmin
ad again received his approval. Colonel liorrow and Colounel Purker wers requested
by General Janin to take 1t and urge its adoption upon General Suguki at Chita whilse
he, General Janin, would uwrge its consideration upon General Ogata at Ber3sovka.
This plan was taken by Colomel Parzer 10 Geuerul Suzuki st Chita and tliere recslved,
in a large msasure, full adoption by the Japanese Ganeral Hoshino, who was charged
by the Japanese with the evacuation of the Czecho-Siovak forces. Coiouel lorrow
was prevented from going to Chita with Colonel Parker on accouut of the evacuation
of his own forces from Verkhne-Udinsk .nd the necessity of remzinin_ with his troors
‘while passing through the country commanded by itaman Samencff. In this comection
it mmy be added that before this plan could be put into operation, in the early days
of February, the Czechs were forced to stop and rscall echelons from the east Lo
fight at Zema, as wall as take th: twon of Zema from the enemy.

23 On Decempbay 26th conditions had reached such zn alarming states that the
Mayor of Verlkhne-Udinsk called on Colonel Morrow and asked him to protect the city,
stating that the population was greatly alamed on account of the murdering and
plundering of the Loigolian bands and that also the population fesred arrests and
rioting by the ongolians as well as which might be affected by the full of Iriubsx.
Als0 that the peasants in the nearby villages might in retaliation against ths lion-
golisns attack the city itself. [ha followine proclamation was given to the layor
and a copy furnished Garnaral Ogata:

THEADDUARD TS TWINIY=-SRVETH INPAUTIRY
Barasovka, Siberia, Descembar 26th, 1920,

City Layor,
Verkhne-Udinsk, Sibariaz.

The Amprican Comrmand Golonel [ orrow mkes the following announcement to the
people of Verkxhne~Udinsk, whici 1 request the city adninistration to publish for
the information of the population., That no local party or armed force shall disturd
the city. That no internal uprising threa.ening the peace and safety of the popu-
l:tion shall take place. Verkhne-Udi.sk s now quiet and should remain so. The
railroad must continue its unint srrupted operations. This smnouncement is made in
order that our position may be known,

Ce H. MORROY,
Colonel 27th U. S. Infantry,
Comranding American Troops,

Zai~-Baikal Sector.






Sommamaing the aerican Jrocps at 3oikal Ssctor,

I have received z copy of he proclamation, transmitted tc the f"tv llayer
and addresssd to the population, and I wish $0 express my singeras thun-® to you,
Golonel ilorrow, for your desire wnd readiness {0 ¥eep ordsr and peace in the city
of Varkhne-Udinsk.

&
]

-~

Jamor Feansral Liyssurae'”

On Jaenuary 12th, an wnsi/ed rroclamation was poested in the 25ty ealliag on the popu~
lation to teke tdp amms and overthrow tho 15y govermment. dJhe 21ty mayor ot once
requested permission to publish ths urmericem proclamation which hau Deen gilven him.
7his was done amd before mnight the euntire city was covered with the imerican procla-
rmtion. The effect was of the very greatest and not a singls disorder tock place in

he city of Verkhne-Udinsk umb il after the depariure of the .ast .merican ecliielon,.
(‘n aoccount of numerous arrests being made in ths citly by unauthorized wnd irrespon=-
sible officers of Gonersl Levitsky's force, as wsll zs threats of whippings znd exe-
cutions zmond raiirozd employees, it became necessary on Janiary 15th to issus ths
following orders:

A SR T

WHEADGU R3S Ue 3¢ PRCOPI, ZA1-BALILL 5010,
Beresovka, Sibaria, Ja.m:la.ry 15, 1920.

From: Commanning vificer

-

2o s Provost larshal, Verkine-tldinsk, Ist. Liswiaaint I, Zs Finneys
Sub jects Arrestse

Peruit no one except ..rerican 1Tilitary Yolice %0 make any arrests in Vsrkhne-
Udinsk on sny ground. Take away and release sny oOns arrasted by any other force,
Officers will be permitted to perform their proper and wuthorized administrativs wnd
disciplinary duties within their reswec.ive forces. Notify the City Cormandant and
the Chief of liilitia that I have issued this order aand will enforce it by force of
armse This is necessary on account of arrests and whippings by irresponsible persous,
and on account of the present disorgmmized condit ions among the forces in the city of
Verkhne ~-Udinsk.

Ce H. MORROW,
Colonel, 27th Infantry.

Cn Jamuzry 19th the Jepznese fua uzrd in the station of Verkhne-Udinsk arrested the
assistant station mestar beczuse ha did net uncouple some cars as they had reguested
hime he verican guard was immediately thrown around the staticn of Vark hne-dalnsk
and the Provost sershol, Lisubenant Finney, went to the railrocé station, where he
irformed the officer in charge of the Japanese guard in that station trat this man
was not to0 be arrested by the Jopanese or any ot her force. he station master was
immediately released and the Awericans informed that he had reslly not bean arrested,
but had only been dirscted to report to their guarde 7This clcsed the incident and no
further arrests of civilians were attempted by the Japaness forces., On Junuary 25th
Gregoric Dechinsky was arrested by twe Russicn officers of tha sizff of the "7ild
Division" on the chargs of helping the AL-erican:z U0 distribats arms toa Zeolsheviks
at Veknaestrovo. This charge was absolutely groundless A force of I0 man was sent
tc the city where they forcibly took this prisonsr away fro‘ the Russians who wsre
guarding hime. Deschinsky, a Kussizn of about 50 years of age, who had served in the

o0






oy arcillery Sire, Ho furthsr arrests were rade until after the .mericans had lafk
Jerthnme-Udinsk when & ree delspgates from &he stiricken villages were exaecubed by the
Wild Divisione abt this time wla® tne .omerican Comrand submitsed 0 Gensrul Janin a

long list containing the names of railrosd employses, civilians and members of tra
Eeonomic Cooperatives and the largs Cooperative Societies, who were to be ezecuted

by the Semencff officers immediately aftsr the de: urture of the aiericans. This list
was given to0 Generzl Jarin who was t0 give 1t 10 the wapuanese and warn them that these
exacut ions wers to tasge place il wers nunjustified wnd unwarranted wnd would taxe place
unless the Jap.nes: praventeds This was the only jope thut the americam Commander had
of saving the lives of thess innocent people whose only c¢rime was that they worked for
a living 2nd were doiny good and useful things for bthe roilroad, the city and the Deo-
ple, a2und all the abovs ware things greatly abhorred anda feared by the Jemenoft officials
(These lists, wi.h a copy of the letter 0 General Janin, ars attached hersto, marked
"g") The Arsrican proclumation found at least spparent favor as i1s evidenced by the
folloving telegram:

"Chita, Jamary léth, 1920, Colonel liorrow, Serssovaz, S.beris.
I sincerely thank you for your procliaration, prsveniling uny disorder
in the city of Verkhne-Udinsk. I assvme that your officers and men are
Zai=Baikale. o incorrect actions towards those in the Zgi-Baiiul terri-
tory will be parmitteds The Americzn Comnsul at Zhita is worrving about
it and inauired about it from the Commander of the Japaness iission.
4All those rumors are provocations and you may rest assuraed as our mission
is to avoid any conflicts. I assure you again %hav after you leave the
comntry the relstions betwesn you and us will rermin mos% friendly. I
gave orders abom. an uninterrupted use of Amsrican aznd C"e',y taleurams,
Chiaf of Staff, Xajor Generzl Subcovski.

The Armored Trainm "Destroyer' anud Frisaners
Jgrtured by the americans at Posolskeya, Jamary L0th, 1720,

24, Beginning on January 1llth a full and complate investigation was msde info
the actions and coudict of the armored train "Dastroyer” on its last trip from Shits
to Verkhne-Udinske uli of the testimoeny taiien was freely siven by the officers mad
men of the "Dastroysr” zad i1: contained ond fully seot forth in document narsio ab-
tached on "Usstimony ralacing 0 the armorsd train "Destroyer" and other ammored
trainse" It includes a full stautament oy Samsnef£'s Divisional Commander of Armorasd
Trains, Major Ganer.l Zugomo.etz and the dirsct commaender of ths amored train, Cag-
tain Mosealisve 3 Salagrems Jc.ooel -ioreow sent om the 10th and 1lth of Jamusry
1920 Semenoff repl me 13th, bus the telsgram was not received until the 14t%
of Januarys "he T z siegruen from Chita:

"Chita, Juwrisy 13th, 1380. Colonsl liorrow, Baresoviae

In reply to your tels:zrz in regards t0 bronsvik "Dastroyer' I was
vaery glad Lo receive yi.xr c :rm‘mmc ation fally answering the friendly
relations between us. :or ke invesitigation of the ;n’*ident whick
causad the capture of ths prousvik, i at,pomt Ganersl livesura, I als
guarantee you that the reul wmen, gulliy of the sald 111\,ments will Dbe
punished to the limit of the jlaw of war time. I reouest to releass
immadiately the command swi men of bronevik "Dastroyer', return the ams
to men and armored car and give the bronevik a pessi.ility to get to
Chitas I om assured thot our frisndly relations will quiciken t he settle=
mant of yowr asbove szid Noe. 30. Zud. Chief Commander of Yroops,
Lieutenant Generul Sorencffe"

)






nagetiate with one who had no powars o negouizte with and that no steps would be
token in the unegotiations until he, denerul I/ssura, had been given power t0 ray
znd punish the guilty. On the sam: day the following tslegrum was dispatcheds

"Barescvka, January l4éth, 1920. Liesuteunusnt Generazl . ltaman 3emenoff, Chitas
Replying tc your telegram of vYanuzry t.irteeath 1 have couferred with General
Myssura who has no power ¢ try and punish. 1 camnobt negotiate with him
unless he has full power to guickly try ana guickly punish these gullty
officorse As regards thse men «nd e brogevik, we cun reach a satisfacto:y
solution easily. C. H. Morrow, Coloneli, Commancing .coorican Troops in the
Zai=Balkal .

On January 14th the foilowing belegram wes recelvad:

"Chita, Jumiary 1l4the Colonel licrrow, Baresovka.
I urgently regquest you to retu:n cur bronevik from Baresovia t0 Chita.
There will be a detailed investigation about its actions amd all
guilty will be severely punished. Chisf of staff, iajor Ge er.l Subcovskis

n January «taman Semenoff te.egraphed Genered liyssura as T H
On J v 17th «f of £ ¢ to G 11 T cllows

"Chita, Jomiary 17they Gener. 1 Lyssura, 3arasovim,
Very confidentiale Russi n officers can bs t.led only by a Zussian Jourt,
Ataman Semenoff,

On January 19th the following telegram was seat 1o .bamasn Semenoff:

"Beresovin, 3iberia, Jamary 1lvth, 1920, Liasubtenast General
Ataman Semenoff, Chitae Replying to your number thirty three to Ganeral
llyssura which has been transmitted to me, it Is my one desire that these
of fenders be triad by a Hussiun court and reouest agcin that suach a court
be quickly convened and given full powers fo: triwl and to carry out bthe
sentence of tls cowrt. The horrible barbarity, murders, robberies and rures
of this car, outside of its unprovoked firing on the American detachment,
defy the power of wordse This testimony I have and you know I will mowe in
a few days. If you desire to clear yourself of these crimes, disavow them
and stand well before the world as a punisher of crime. I request you to
quickly convens this court otherwise I must think you approve of all these
horrible murders, robberies and rapes and the world will think the same.
Request that you reply immediately as 1 know that you control the wires and
can do S0 Yorrows

Cn Jamary 19th the following message was received:

®"Chita, January 19th, 1920. Colonel Morrow, Berssovka. Chief
of the Foreign Departmeat, Headquarters Chief Commamder of Troops and also
a laison officer with forsiym military rspresentutives, Colonel Krupski, pays
his respects to Colonel «orrows heguests with the permission of Cclonel
MeCroskey Ame rican iilitary Agsnt not o refuse to talk to him throuch
the telegraphe *“rupskie

Colonel Morrow weat to the telegraph office about 9:30 P. Ife and held a conversation
over the direct telegraph wire with Colonel hrupski, then at Chita. This comversa=-
tion lasted until 12:45 P.lls Colonel Krupski requssted that the officars and men
of the bronevik "Destrover"” bs returnsd to Chita. in order that thev micht ba sant



Jamz" Zeth, Lzi0. Lieubtenznt General stamam Semenoff, Chitas
r, ar teiegram of January tunirtesnth I have conferred with General
M s u* ho has no powar to try and punish. 1 cannot negotiate with him
unless he has full power to quickly try and quickly punish these guilty
officerss. As regards the msn znd the bronevik, we can reach a satisfactory
solution easilye C. He Xorrow, Colonel, Commanding american Troops in the

Zai-Baikal .
Cn January 14th the following telegram was received:

"Chita, Jamary l4the Colonel Morrow, Beresovia.
I urgently requast you to return ocur bronevik from Beresovka to Chita,
There will be a detailed investigation gbout its actions anmi all
guilty will be sovarely punished. Chief of Staff, Iajor Geaercl Subcovski.

On January 17th Ataman Semenoff telegraphed to General Myssura as follows:

"Chita, Jamary 1l7thy Gener:1l lyssura, Beresovika.
Very confidentiale Russi n officers oan be t:ied only by a Russian Jourt.
Ataman Semenoff. "

On Jenuary 19th the following telegram was sent to Atamsn Semenoff:

"Baresovkz, Siberia, Jamary 19th, 1920. Lis:tenant Gensral
Ataman Semenoff, Chitae Replying o your number thirty three to General
Mysgura which has been transmitted to me, it is my one desire that thase
of fenders be trisd by =2 Xussi.n court and request aguin that such a court
be quicikly convened 2nd given full powers for tri.l and to carry out the
sentence of ths court. The horrible barbarity, murders, robberies and rszyes
of this car, outside of its unprovoked firing on the ~wnerican detachment,
defy the power of words, This testimony I have and you xnow I will move in
a few days. If you desire to clear yoarself of these crimes, disavow them
and stand well before the world as a punisher of crime. I request -ou %o
guickly convene this court otherwise I must think you aprrove of a2ll these
horribl e murdeors, robberies and rapes zn. ths world will think the same.
Request that you reply immediately as I xnow thas you control the wires and
can 40 S0 Morrows

On Jumuary 19th the foliowing message was received:

"Chita, “anusry 19th, 1920, Colonel Liorrow, B-rasovia. Chief
of the Foreign Dlayzrtieub, Headquarters Chisaf COmmander of Jroops and slso
a laison officer with foralgm military representutives, Colonel I&I'upSK..l, pays
his res;eots to Colonel “orrow. Laegquests with the permission of Colonel
YeCrosxey American Military Agent not to refuse to talk to him throush
the telegraph. “rupski.

Colonel sorrow went to the telegraph office zboubt 9:30 P. e 2nd neld a convarsation
ovar tue direct telegraph wire with Coionsl *rupski, tien at Critas, This comversa-
tion lasted until 1.:45 Pells Jolonel rrupsii recussted tiat the officers and men
of the bronevik "Destroyer'" bz returned to Chitz, in order that they might be sent
up the Amwr Eiver to protact the railroad from alleged attacks by alleged 320lsheviis.
He was informed by Colonel Licrrow that the smerican forces would leave V-rkhae-Udins
by the 285th of January end tiws if trs guilty of ficers of th.s murderous amored
train were t0 be tried und convicted they must be tried at ones mnd while the _ner-—
icans wers present to testify against Sthems That no trizl could take place if the
ef ficers ana men of the bronsvik wer: saat to tre smar front, a:cl tie Americon wit-
nesses went to Viadivostdz. he was urged to try and by *ra.u; ly the monster, Geuasral
3ogomo.etz, in order that the abaman mlt;:L exhibit in some des rse, at least,

i_



rime In 13 CutulOgues, Colonel Krupski

letz, nao been mivem powers b Ataman

the .Liae ammored trains of semenoff @i to

@ oonsi
B

a2 desire to puanish one muillty of every o
wag further iufommed thut Generzl 3o.ome
Sgmanoff to comvene o sourt om each of §
try and executs w iJl“;O‘l‘\; videnca ‘”‘nos»1 dorsd gullity of any crims, mnd if the
I molata, nhe could masily deolegate
such powers 60 eneral I“iyss ura or any other Russi .n comuander ut Verkhne~Udinsk.
Colonel Krupski promised tc use his best endeavors with the staman to secure ths
convening of such a court snd promised 0 notify Colonel lorrow the uext awv by
telegraph wheth r or not such & cours wouid be co.uvemed. (Full rsport of this
conversation is hersto arpanded “arzsd "I"j. No reply was recsived from Coionel
Krupski on tha 20th. On Janwmry 23rd Coloanel Xrupskl arrived at Verkhne-Udinsk

and the following conversation took place Detween him ané Colonel Liorrow:

Oy’

"Conference botween Colonel 5. He 0710w, Jebeas, 27th Infantry and Russi n Cfficer
Colonel Krupski, Representing Atamsn semenof £'s Forces, Chita. Verkhne-Uainsk, Jai=

uary 23rd, 1920.

Colonel Us He ILiorrow, 27tk Infatry

Lieute Joln Jares, Adjutaz , 27th Infadry,

Colonel Krupski, Russian .amy, (unds: Atanan Semenoff)
'y, Posbeloff, (Civilian -~ Attached o Staff at shital
Lieute We A. Keating, Keke3.Cs (Stenosraphner)

Max Ehmer, L.Re35.Ce (Intarpreter.)

Colonel Arupsiki having stated iuforelly t.abt hs cans by direction of Ata.sn Somenoff
to talk with Colonel llorrow with a view of putting an snd to unpleasant rumcrs and t0
cooperate and help clear up the understanding which took place between tie ...ericuns
and Semencff's forces, having particular reference to the capture by the Americans of
ths bronevik "Destroyer', asked that he be given the detoils of the incident, saying
that Chite d4id not knmow all .hat had happmeds

Colonel Ilorrow: The brounevik "Dastroer" cuwie to Varkhine~Uuingk on the after-
noon of January 9th and shortly aft»r it arrived they arrested thke cssistunt station
mster, robbing him of his ho-sehoid velongings, cloth goods and property, including
his watch and monsy, =znd tock him aboar: the armored ear, then they went through
the house bresking wud #lashing things to piscess At 5:30 in the aftarnoon 1 came
aboard ths ammored car myseif, wi.h ¥ajcr Colby and two other officers. I asked
General Boromolatz if he had arrasted o e stz ion master, he said that he had and that
he intended to kill himes I wsked him why he had zrrested him and he refused to snswer
the question, tellimg me thet he wculd a0 as he pleased and would not continue the
conversation, he would stor talking %o me. 1 told him I was the American Commander
of this district from V- rkhne-vdinsk t0 Liysovaya, guarding and protecting the railroad
and ths railroad employeez anu that he could not arrest, rob and execute the stat ion
mgster, that if he intended .o 4o i, ! had two thousand soidisrs and he could mot do
it - that whether he desirsd to continue ths conversation or not, he would talk t6 me,
~ that thers was a good undersiac.ing bstwsen the Russiin Generzls Mejack, Myssura,
Levitsky and myself cud that nhe (Bogomoletz) should not come in here and arrest and
kill people without consuliing with me or the Russian Geuerzls about it. Bogomoletz
then agreed t0 release the station master, he did release him, but he made him sign
a paper that all of his propa ty had besn returnsd tc him when that was nol true,
Three days after the capture of the bronevik I searched the prisoners and found on
them the watch belonzing to the station mastor,
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200 r‘- delegats such powers 1o Geneml Boigomoletz, he oould easﬂy delegato
4 owers ¢ General liyssura or any other Russi-n cammander at Verkhne~Udinsk.
.alonel Km,szf:i proavised to use his best endeavors with the Ateman to secure the
convening of such a court snd promised to notify Colonel Morrow the next dav by
telagraph wheth r or not such a court would be converad. (Full report of this
conversation is hereto appended marked "I")., No reply was received from Colonsl
Krupski on ths 20th. On Janwmry 23rd Colonel Krupski arrived at Verklme-Udinsk
and the following conversation took place between him and Colonel Morrow:

B

P
s
e

$

() ;u"
oy Ff

U}

"Conferencs bstween Colonel C. H. Morrow, U.Sede, 276h Infantry and Russi' n Officer
Colonel Krmpski, kepresenting Ataman Semenoff's Forces, Jhita. Verkhne-Udinsk, Jaw=
uary 23rd, 1920.

PRUSENT.

Colonel C. Ho Morrow, 27th Infansry

Lieut, Johm Jares, Adjutan:, 27th Infait ry,

Colonel Xrupski, Pussian Army, (under Ataman Semenoff)
r. Posbeloff, {Civilian - Attached to Staff at Chita)
Lieute /o e Ksatine, KeReSeCe (stenogrepher)

Llax Bhmer, #.RKe.5.0. (Interpreter.)

Colonel Brupski having stated i-for—wlly that he came by direction of ata.en Semenoff
t0 talk with Colonsl Liorrow with a view of putting an end to unpleasant rmors and t0
coopsrate and help clear up the umderstandine which took place Dbsiween the ...ericuans
and Semencff's forces, having mrticular refsrence to the capture by the Americans of
the bromevik "Destroyer™, askea thal he be given the details of the incident, saying
that Chita did not know all tkat had hzppmed,

Colonel Yorrow: The bronevik "Dastrover" caine to Verkme-Uuinsk on the after—
noon of January 9th and shortly aft-r it arrived they arrested tre assistunt station
mster, robbing him of his houasehold belongings, c¢loth goods oad prorerty, including
his watch and money, and tock him abosr: the armo:r ed car, then they went tiroagh
the houss breakin; -nd §lashing things to pieces. at 5:30 in the aft:rncon 1 came
aboard the armored car myself, with Major Colby and two cther officers. I asked
General Bogomoletz if he khad arrested the sta.ion mastar, he szaid bthal he had and that
he intended to kill him. I zsksd him whv he had .rrested him @nd he refused to answer
the question, tellimg ms thut he would do as he pleased and would no. convinue the
conversation, hs would stoy talking to me. I told him I was the .verican Cormmander
of this district from Verkhre-ddinsk to liysovaya, guarding and protacting .he railroad
and ths railroad employees amé thzat he could not arrest, rob and axecube the stal ion
mzsber, that if he intemded 10 a0 ii, & had two thousand sowdiers and he zcould not do
it = that whether hs desired Lo conitinus the conversation or not, he would talk to me,
- that ther: was a good undsrsiaudiag vatween the nussiin Generwls lLie jack, Llyssura,
Levitisky wad mysell wnd that e (Bogomolesz) should not come in here znd arrest wnd
kill people withous consulbing with me or nhz Tussian Geusruls about it. Bogomolebz
shem agreed 0 raliesse the staiion master, he Gid rslease him, but he made him sim
a paper that =1l of nis propa sy had besn returced tc nim when that was aci true.
‘hree days aftsy i3 capture of the bronevik I searcned the prisoners aad fouad on
them tha waich bslonging to bthe stotion mastire

oo

Solenel Mrupski: 7ho fad the wastch T

Jolenel LorTow: One of the men, I du not kmov just whom

-

ZJosonel krupski: I would ligs $0 mnow definitely, scldiers or officers?

5



Tplonel waprow: I 40 mob xnow. 4 cuiged all Yt vrisoners L6 0a searched
ard took all tle propertys 1 500k fre watch and rauurnsd It ¢ ths ststlon masters

I have o« liszt of ihe property znd thiungs tiny stcie from him.
Colonel “rupskis Did you give this 1list 0 Je.erul lyssurs ?

Colunel Morrow: I offersd to ypive Geuerdl Llrssura all of the testimony
i? he would send clerks t¢ et ite I have the wriziw iu Tussian.

Jolonel Hrupskils, And weat happened after 3o.omoletz arrested the stution

m3tore
Uolopmel korrow: I am cominges 10 fhabts  Wla bDronevilk
00 o'cl ck, goling west and weont to stasion rosolsiaya abe

G it S ev nt- fn:a varsts
+

from here vhera tiers was an American detachment of avoub y=aight men guaraing

the railroad, sleeping in teplooskiss. They arrived thers wbout 12:00 or 1:00

o'clock and without any argument cr talk, or dispubte, betwsen either the cfficers

or men of the bronevik and the Amaricans, tine brousvi cpened fire oun the ..meritans,
colomel wrigsiis Lot T ourdsavii gpen fire wihan 16 first cume inlo the

s:ation or did it stamd awhile ‘?

¥

Colousl «orrow: 1t steod awhile, fook on wabtsr for
conversation with thestation master at Posolsk:ya.

o
o bR

Joleonel Zrupski:s Eow rany shots did they firves

Colcnel Herrow: The fire was opened by .achine guns, then ths bronevik moved
back towards Verkhme-Ydinsk a few hundred yards. As 8001 as ths bronavik fired the
Americans jumped ocut of their Teplooskies and returned the fire, they had only hand
grenades and rifless The engine was sericusly damaged from the lires,it could
not get away quieckly, it had to stop. The Americans followed aftser the bionevik,
ths bronavik firing with its machine gurs and the Americans firing with their
rifles. Then the engine was gixed up a 1little and the b:onsvik came on aast Lo
station Timlooi, 3iding 22, thers it sent in messages that it would surrendsr. . n
Amgrican detachment was coming in from Selenga znd the bronevik surrendered 4o them.
The bronevik wa: then drouglt Into Beresovkas I cun now read you the testimeony of
Gemer.l Bogomoletz.if you wishe

-

Coleonsl Hyupski: How mauny times did

b‘.n

2y fire on tha .nericcns, how mamny shots

Colonel Zorrow: It is irpossibtlis t0 gstate, they fired with all of their
machine guns, 36 many shovs, we could not tells Our soldiars, except the guard, were
in their seplccsikiss aszieep.

Colonel Erupski: “Hen wers some of the soldiers killeds at the first f£ight
at Posolskaya or at Timiocul?

Colonel ~orrow’ Thay were xilled in ths first fight. One man was killed ac he
threw a2 hand grenzde into the sungine, anot her was killed as they followed after the
bronevik firing at it. The fighting lastad about one<half hour. All of the crew
¢of the bronevik and all of the officers are now alivs and have been turmsd over %0
Gener.l llyssurae They have been well fod, given cots to slesp on and kept warm,

Not ome of them killed or one of them touched in any way. I have the t estimony

of about fifteen men, in English and in Rissizn, telling what the bronevik did from
Chita to Verkhne-Ydinsk with the testimomy of General Bogomoletz, Captain Mos= -
caliev, the Commondsnt of the train. This teostimony was given of thelr ovm free will,



SZ.onel “rupskis Did 70w ygive this 1list to General llyssura ¢

Colunel iorrow: I offered to give General Myssura all of the testimony
i? ne would send clerks to get ite I have the writing in Russian,

Colonel Krupski. And vwhat happened after Bogomoletz arrested the station
mster.

Colonel lorrow: 1 am coming to thate The bronevik lefl Verkhne-Udinsk at
9:0C o'cl.wck, going west and went to station Posolskaya about seventy-five versts
from here where thare was an Armsrican detachment of about thirty-eight msn guarding
the railroad, sleeping in teplooskies. They arrived thers about 12:00 or 1:00
o'clock and without any argument or talk, or dispute, between either the officers
or men of the bronevik and the Americans, the bronevik opened fire on the Americans.

Colonel arupski: Did ths bronevik open fire whem it first came into the
station or did it stznd awhile %

Colonel liorrow: I
.

stocd awhile, took On water for the engine and held a
convergation with trestatl s

%
ation master at Posolskaya.
Colonel Krupsiki: EHow many shots did they fires

Colonel Morrow: The fire was opened by machine guns, then ths bronevilk movesd
back towards Verkhne-Ydinsk a few hundred rardse As soon as ths bromevik fired the
Americans jumped out of their Teplooskies and returned the fire, they had only hand
grenndes and rifles. The engins was seriocusly damaged from the fire,it could
not got eway quickly, it had to stop. The imericans followed aftsr the bionevik,
the bronevik firing with its machine gurs ani the Americans firing with their
rifles, Then the engine was gixed up a littls anc ih2 bromavik came om east 3o
station Timlool, Siding 22, there it sent in messawves that it would surrender. :n
Amarican detachmant was coming in from Selsiags :nd tia bronevik surrendered t0 them
The bronevik was then brought into Beresovka. I cun now rzad you the testimeny of
Genersl Bogomoletz.if you wishe

Colonel Krupski: How many times dia siay fire on ths Jwsricuns, how mauy shoi

Colonel Yorrow: It is irpossioi- to stzte, tley fired with all of their
machine guns, 50 many shots, we could not teli. vCur soldlsrs, exce.t U .s guard, were
in their teplooskies asiasp.
wn wara soms of the soldiars kxilleds at ths first fight

Colonal EKrupsikti: “Thsn
oui?

at Posolskaya or at dimi

Solonal *orrowt Jhay were killed in the Dirst fight. Une men was Killed zs ha
threw a haod grenade iac0 the engine, anct her was Ellled as trey Lfollowed after tha
bromevik firing at it. UThe fighlting lastsd avout one-half hour. 411 of t e crew
of the bronevik Lud all of 4.z officers are now wlive and havs bean turned over t0
Gener.l Myssurc. They hava teen well fed, clven cots t0 sleep cu and kept warm,

Fot one of them kxilled or ons of tlem touched in any way. I nave the { estimony

of about fiftesn men, in mnglish wnd in Tisessiun, teliing whaut the dbronevik did from
Chita tc Verkhre-vdinsk wish the testimony of Geuer:wl 3ou,0moletze Captain Mos- -
gallev, $he Commaundan: of tis {raine This testimony was given of treir ocwn free wili.
Jow I want you to ges this, Gensr.l Zogomoletz could convene o military court and

try and execute and kill, e .sd the power from Semendff 50 ezll & court of three
pecple to0 try, and execubte, wnd he oid do it . I have signed stetements that he
executed nad killed forty~four pedpls between CZhLitse dn Velxnne-“dl.xsk, dow et (nis
time I canaol understand why if 3ogomc.etz hud the wuthority, the power, the order,

20 tiy people ang xill them, why, thsn can you not try aad execute Bogomoletz?

[} Bm



Colomel Irupski* I is guite peossibls, it o wans o ©ind our first how it
happened, thers must be an investigation bhefore this can be 4

Solonmel worrow: sogomoletz sxecuted two women, wnd rnis trials did aot iast
twenty minutes, he tried them without witnesses and killed Shems Yhere is nothing
that ¢zn c¢lear the honor of the ataman save u cuick tri.l of Bogomoletsz wad hisg
officerse His erimes, the crimes of Bogomcletz and his officers against the kus-
sian people are horrible, I have the proof of trem ia Tussi.u.

Colomel Xrupski: <erhaps if Bogomoletz had such short trials .xnd axecubtions he
had reasons for doing so. &He had a list of those Bolsheviks hers in this distriet
and if he executed scme of these people he had zuthorit; to de this from Chitas Of
course if he robbed them that is not right, he lad no authority to do £ at. Hsar
the station Oloviannaya, for instance, they found a secret soviet of Zoisheviks
vho were workinz thers, he had a list of these men sud tney were to execute all of

thame

Colonel orrow: ed Bogemolets going Lo Lry them, or iust execute them with=-
out trial?

Colonel Krupski: Without trial, because now, abl the yrasent time, it is war
time, it iz military law.

Colonel Morrow: Would that apply to 33 ;omoletz, could you txy him aid axecute
him the same way, execute him wi thout trial?

Colonel Krupski: Yes. The former commander of tie bronevik and nis cuptain
had been doing ths same things this Bogomoletz does. He robbed people and sxeculed
them whenr he did not have wuuthority to do ite So after we found these two man
guilty they wers execu.asd in cus=half hour b y order of Gemeral Senanofis, Ve thoughs
that, after this, Gener:l Bogomoletz would not do such things, that he was a good man
and would be alright. %When Bogomoletz captured a band of Bolsheviks trey found &
letter in the pocket of ome -f the executed men which shoved that the Bolsheviks
executed their enemies, sall of theme This was at Olovianngya on the night before
New Year. Doubtless this all looks very barbarous to you, it is true that we have
not yot found the propz method of trying and executing our ensmies. W' em the Cezch
stopped fighting the Bolsheviks and this trouble started, the Bolsheviks executed
more on their side than Semenoff had killed here. These Bolsheviks were executed
bacause they were trying to block und damage the railway, after tlery wera executsed
it was found that ths railroad rem much better. Did Rogomoletz state why ha had
arrested the man here o did he refuse?

Colonel 4lorrow: He said hs had information that he was 2 Bolshevilk,

Colonel Krupski: Was General Bogomoletz on the bronevik when ths fight
took place ¢

Colonel Morrov® Certainly.
Colonel Erupski: How did he expiain why they started fighting ?
Colonel Morrow: I want you to read all that Bogomoletz said,

Colonel Krupski: That is not necessary if you say General Myssura has it,
ig it in xuglish or Tussian ¢
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twenty mizutes, ne tried tasm withoul witnesses amd killed theme. There is nothing
tral can olear tne honor of ths Atuman save a guick trial of Bogomoletz and his
officers. liis ecrimes, the crimes of Bogamoletz and his officers agzinst ths Rus-
sian pegple ara horribls, I have the proof of them in Russicme.

Colonel Xrupski: Perhaps if Bogomoletz had such short trials and executions he
had reasons for doing so. e had a list of those Bolsheviks here in. this district
uod if ha executed some of these people he had authorit:; to 4o this from Chita., Of
course if . e robbed them that is not right, he Ilad no autharity to do that. Hear
the station Cloviamsya, for instance, they found a secret soviet of Bolsheviks
vho were workine there, he hnd a list of these men and they were to execute all of

thame

Colonel llorrow: Was Bogomoletz going to try them, or just execute them with-—
out triz=l?

Colonel Krupski: Without trial, becasuse now, at the prosent time, it is war
time, it is military law,

Colonel Morrow: Would that apply to Bogomoletz, could you try him and execute
him the same way, execute him without trial? .

Colonel Krupski: Yes. The former comnander of the bronevik and his cuptain
had been doing ths same things this Bogomoletz does. He robbed people and executed
them when he did not have amuthority to do it, 350 after we found these two ma
guilty ther wers axecu.ad in ¢ua=hal?f hour b y order of Genmeral Semsnoffe We thoughs
that, after this, Genercl Bogomoletz would not do such things, that he was a good mun
and would be alright. When Bogomoletz captured a band of Bolsheviks trey found a
letter in the pocket of one uf the executed men which showed that the Bolsheviks
executed their enemies, all of them. This was at Oloviamnaya on the night before
New Year. Doubtless this all looks very barbarous to you, it is trus that we have
not yet found the propa method of trying and executing our enemies. W en the Cezch
stopped fighting the Bolsheviks and this trouble started, the Bolsheviks executed
more on their side than Semenoff had killed here. These Bolsheviks were executsd
because they were trying to block and damage the railway, after they wer: exacuted
it was found that ths railroad ran mwuch better. Did Bogomoletz state vhy he had
arrested the men here o did he refuse®

Colonel iigrrow: He scid he had informmcbtion trab he was o Bolshevil,

Colonel Krupski: *as Gaeuerwl Bogomolstz cu &ie bdbronevik wrnen ths fight
took place ?

Colonel liorrow® Certainly.

Cclonel srupski: How did he exp.ain why they sturted fighting

Colonel Morrow: I want you tc read zll that Sogomo.etz said.

Colonel xrupski: Thst is not necessary if you say General Iiyssura has 1t,
is it in English or Russian 9

Colonel worrow: In russian. 3ogomoietz admits that his mechine guns fired on
the wericuns first, without any warning mnd without any troubls betwean tha Lvericma

and She bronevik, he says he beliesves it was an accident,

2

Coloun~l Eyurski: llay be Zogomolaetz did not uor armything abour this fighs

gtarting.



Jolomal wgrrows  Ze clalms he was wlsesp In his cals

Goionel Hrapsicds  Chst is voary D“sible, vernw s alfter the shootlos staried
it was repoxted U nilwm toL o T Looericnus stelted the firing,

Coroaal swrrows  He sald ke trnoucsht ab first 53t the .. ericunz started 14 but
ne found oub labsr that the bronerik hid staried it Ilers 1z Luoltier polinty she
gtation mast:r at PO%Q.L%J; %, be nilit@";: comondent , has Daes=n un open ensmy of
the Smericans ood hes a8 t eny had wice troubie De Lnericai
amd the Lussiunse U arion from t'»: ‘JVJsslsE?a.;':—:‘

2l o
um’\aa truin was @9,;,1;%, and
* Then when Lre srmored tr
t o Posolskayw, Krisko went aboard it, : to ths Ge er.l cad tzliosd so the Come
mander of the bronevlik, then he got his Leloungiogs, s property aud clotles and oot
on the bronevik - then the fight harpensed = at ar h 8k0 was avpourfl the train. in
his gtatement , Captain Iloscaliev, the comum the brozavii, says at Lhe end

of his testimcny : "In comelusion I -:isi is m- balieve that ths stabtion
master at Posolskaya is responsible for ithis +.tirs trouble. he did not tell the
Amaricans that the ammored train <ras coming, ls stuted t0 the railroad employees
tonight something must hapréene”" “he peepm in tie village left tre village siat
night and went over to a nsarby piate, =nowing tost swesthing was going to nappel,
that a fight was golng t0 harpene

that thers was golnge o
caning, bthey asked Nichalnik Stancia,
them "No*, there was no amorsd train

h
I
2
rL
i

Colonel Krupski: Did 5= nronevi}: know that the amaricoas wers at Posclskaeya,
vhen thgr ware om their way thers they did nct know avost ib.

~y

Colonel =orrow: It seams to me 5hait o comuamer oF hronevik should kmow hig
districte.

2

Colonal .«L_'[)AKl- Lot ecessorily, sovetimes Srey ac not, ithey gel crders oo
districts they 4o not knor. Geuneral Bogomoletz iz in command of all the dronevils,
of all of the armcred cars, but parhaps he did not knew this district up her=s toward
Irkut gke Then Irkubtsk was cut off thig district cares under the comand 0F Zhiftoe

Colonel llorrow® The evidence shows tiat the people kmow tlers was zoing L0 be
a fight that nig:d.

o

Colonsl Krupski: laybs the people Gid not miow arythi n;\u.oeut fight, mavbhe
they were afraid of ithe coming of the bronevike

Colonel ilorrawt fTney told our men that they were soing te be sttacksd that
night by the broanavix, :risko, the semenoff commndant, told the rallroad employeses
that there was going .o bz troudle there that night. Captain ilosealiev sgys in his
statemant that the stution aster told t..em thate

Colonel Krupsikl: It is uot clear to me how the Nichalnik kmew that the brossvik
wonld come down t0 cause some Lroubla Ehe19.

Colomel Horrow: It is very clear o us that he went there to do it, that is
vhy Krisko knew, The General came here and arrested and robbed the station master
at Verkhne Udinsk, he knew that he should not do that in this towvm, I have had lots
of trouble with Semenoff's broneviks., XZrisko knew that he was coming because the
General notified him, if it had not bheen for that, how could he have told the
pedple that it was cominge



Jo.voel swrriw:  le 22idi hs thought at first that the 4 —riecans started it busb

he found out laber thav the bronevik bkd started it. Hers is another pointy the
station mastr at Posolskaya, the nilitary cormendant , has been an open enery of

the Americans and has in every way atterpted 0 make trouble between th: Americans
and tha ,sassians. Our detachment trers had information frem the people at Posolskaysz
that ther: was golng to be trouble there that night and trzt an armorsd train was
coming, tqu asced Hichalnik Stancia, if the armored train was coming, and he told
them "o, trhers was no amorsd train cominge.' Then when the armored trqyin did coms
to Posolskdyd, kLrisko wont aboard it, talled to the Ges.ieral amd talked to the Com=-
mnder of the bronmevik, then he =0t hlS belongings, his property and clothes and got ¢
tn tha bronsvik ~ then the fight happened = after Krisko was aboarf tre traine in
his statement , Captain licscaliev, the commander of the bronevik, says at the end

of his testimony : "In conclusion I wish to state it is my believs that the station
mster at Posolskaya is respousible for this entire trouble, he did not tell the
Americans that the ammored train was coming, he stated td-the railroad ermployees
tonight something must hupien.” The people in the village loft the village that
night and wennt over to a nearby pilace, :movine that somsthine was going to happen,
that 2 fight was golng t¢ happsile

Colonel Kmipski: Did th: bronevilt know that the aAmsricans wers at Posci
vhen thgy were on their way thers they did not kmor about it.

Colonsl Morrow: It seams 50 me thot 2 comsemer of bronevik should kuow his
districte

Colonel Krupski: ot nescesscrily, soietimes trsy do not, they get crders &
districts they do not knor. Geaeral Zo. molstz is in comuund of all the bronaviys,
of 211 of the armored cars, but porhaps he did not -now vhis district up hers toward
Irkutsk. VWhen Irkutsk was cut of £ this district care under tra com unud 0F Zhitae

Colonel Morrom? The evidence shuws tlwi the people know thers was zoias to be
a fight that nighte.

Colonel krupski: Ilaybe the people aid 1ot .o suythinge about o
they were afraid of trz coming of the breueviiia
Colonel ..orrow:  They told ocur men t.ad (hzy were -0
night by the bronevike Xrisko, the jemencf{ oy
that there was going tc b~ trouble thare that nl
statement that bthe station aster tole ¢. am f

-

Colonel Mrupski: 16 is not clear to me how the wichalnil xnew ilwi the brousvii
would coms down b0 Gause soms btrouble LThsre.

Costomel Morrows It s very clear -0 us ioub e wseal tlare to do it, that is
wh Mrisko Kuew, The Gansrul came lere znd arrosted and robbed the stotion master
as Verknne <Jdinsk, he znew thal he shou.u 1ot 4o thai in this towm, I have had lots
0f troubls with Jemenoff's brounevikse Krisko knew tlat he was comings because the
Ganoral np;:i:lad. nim, if it had nob been for § wi, haw could he huvs t0ld the
pedple thas it was caning.

Zoional pskl® Irisko imew Lrat tha brousvilk was coming sirigio, but how
gould ke xmow fnalb Stha Drosovik wounid sbtort o fight wiith the wsricans £ 1t lis
vary unresscuabl : 0 balleva that they woula teil him faad be;ore Liay Ca.8.

Soionsl worrows Erisko 1s an oF g Lalaw

-

gram, ng asred -~ he dersawdeu Liem te




Jolonel Hrupsxi: You have that telegram?

Coleonel Morrow* I have, and a stateameant from the men that he himself would
take arms. HNow, General Bogomoletz says that e tried zma killed forvy-four people,
including twe women, between Chita and Verkxhne-Udinsk. Captain Moscalisv szys there

were fifty~three killed, all on this last trip from Chita to Verkhune-Udinsk, and we
have the full testimony of this and of robbery.

Colonel Krupski: They will be executed, 1 am sura, bacause 1t was not right
to rob people, naybe tiey were right in executing some of them, but not rcbbery,
we will not stand for that.

Zolonel Liorrow: /e have the testimoay of robosry, palin murder wnd rne.

(olonel Krupski: Vhoss teatimony is that 9

Colonel Liorrow: Bogomoletz says nob hing aboat the robbery, Jjust the k&lling of
the two women, but the soldiers testify as to the rupe, masy of thom.

Colonal Erupski: Who rapee the womes, soldiars or officers?

Colonei iorrow® Soldierss. .t the stailon Cloviancsya oOde woman was arrested
by order of Worker Yacovenco, she was raped by four or five ren, One man's name was
Malichyne. This tock place on the first of January 1920.

Colonel Krupski: Whese testimony is that ?

Colonel iiorrow: That is the tegtimon;, of -leunder Faubterurofs, 5 s0liiar,
Afterwazrds she was killed in her underwear.

Colonel Krupski: Why &id thay kill her?

Colonel Morrow: I 80 20t Knowe

Colomsl Krurski: DId General Bogomoletz say anything about that woman being
killed, why it was douns without trial or =-

Colonel Morrow: That is cutside the guestion, I am talkine about & rape now.
Cculd shs be sentencad by General Ecbomoletz tC be raped by four or five men just
because she was g Bolshevik?

Colonel Krupsgki: 0. But did Bogomoletz know anything about the women being
raped or executed? :

Colonel licrrow: Ha t0id me that she was execubted bascauwss she had ¢ gmunics-
tion with the Bolshsviks.

d snow himself 1f she hzad comnunication with the

Colonel Krupski: He 1
igformation from the Staff at Chica, a list of sames.

Rolshaviks, He should have th
He had no right to do this.

Colonel Morrow: Bogamoletz to0ld us that 211 he had to do was to get a report
from t.s military commandzmt at the station, then he could kill them, and he did do it.

Colonel Hrupski: That is true, but thers should be a trial.



teLs armse L%, saneral 3ogomeletz says that he tried and killed forty-=four people,
including two women, between Chita and Verkhne-Udinsk. Cgptain Moscaliev says there
were fifty-tiree killed, all on this last trip from Chita to Verkhne-Udinsk, and we
have the full testimony of this and of robbery.

Colonel Krupski: They will be executed, 1 am sure, becausae it was not right
to0 rob peopls, maybe they were right in executing some of them, but not robbery,
we will not stand for thate.

Colonel Morrow: We have the testimony of robbsry, palin murder and rupe.

Colonel Krupski: Vhoss testimony is that ¢

Colonel Iorrow: Bogomoletz says not hing about the robbery, just the k&lling of
the two women, but the soldlers testify as to the rape, many of them.

Colonel EKrupski: Who raped the women, soldiers or officers?

Colonsl Morrow® Soldlerse. At the station Oloviammsya one woman wass arrested
by order of Worker Yacovenco, she was raped by four or five men, one man's name was
Malichyne This took place on the first of January 1920.

Colonel Krupski: Whose testimony is that ¢

Colonel llorrow: That is the testimony of Alexander Jautemuroff, = soldiar,
Afterwards she was killed in her underwear.

Colonel Krupski: Why did they kill her?

Colonel Morrow: . S0 oot Kiudws

Ceolonel Krupski: DId General 2ogomoletz ssy angything about that woman belng
killed, why it was done without trial or ~-

Cclomel llarroew: That I1s outside the guestion, I am salkine about a rape now.
Could shs be sentenced by General Bobomeletz t0 be raped by four or five men jJust
bacause she was a Bolsghevik?

Colonel Krupski: Xos. Bus dlid Bogoroletz know anyihing about tue woman besing
raped or oxecuted?

Joionsl usorrow: e t0ld re thar sha was executed becawsse sho had ¢comminicge
$ion with the Bolsheviis.

Colonel XKrupski: He chould aAnow himsel? 1f sha had comunization with the
Bolshavikss He should have tre iaformation from the 3taff at Chics, a2 list of namese
He had no right o do this.

solonal .~.orrow: Bog.mOletbz L0ld us that all he had Lo 40 was t0 get a raportd
from s militery com. uuuvu. at tle station, tiren he cculd kill thew, snd ne did do i,

Colonel ¥rupski: Yhas is true, bul thers ghould be a trial,
Solonel Lorrews I thought ths Colonel sald they should have = list from Chita.

Colonedl Hrupski: Yes, hs gets lists from Chita, w.en he starts ous from thare,
of all cthe Jclsheviks suspected, tut 1T hs gebs any i rmation from the station com-
mandants he takes that also. irst hs mast hold a2 trial, without & trial he camot
ezecute, ha ¥rast have witnesses. Just wov, the military organization in Chita is
v8ry TOOYr, 2lso ra are e it 3 apd . . .

r thers are very bad men, it is hard $o coasrol them, if Bogomolat:
=BG



is guildty, the officers, among themssives, wil. a0t Tr
some days to call a cowrt to try 3oegomolstz and his off
the infrreation From you to Chits we will start 2 trial
morrow on the Japanase train, in thirty=-six hours we wi

Colonel Lorrow: 3Bogomowretz could ry, and dl sry and uecute forfy-four men
tetweer Chits and hers - it did not take him ften minutes oo try and executs, why
should it tzke so losz 6 try and axXecute Bogomoletz?

Colonel brupski: Becauss we have not all the data, wa do not knoy yet what
was cions, we want ¢ “mi that ot firsss, Ve mave no authoriisy to try this case with-
out an order from Chita, we cannoh do it Iers, just the Commander-in-Chisf can 4o it

Colonel Ilorrow: w8% me read 10 you wnat the Commandart of the armored train
said about the manner in which trizls were made on the bronevike =

Geo 'Did the mun accoused of being a Bolshevik have the right 1o introduce
witnasses to testify for him?

Ae No, only the ma himgelf anu tie atousations against bhim are zonzidered
by the courte.

Ge ab logzon did you recuire any evicencs or proof other thun the word of
the station commandaut P

Ae ¥o, that was anough.'? !

Colonel Krupszxi: The comma dant ought to rrove o all that is a Bolshevik,
why he is to be arrested or executed, he must state this and ave ths witnesses.
It is veory clsar to me now that things have not been going right hers.

Colonel ilorrow: Colonel the worst enemy the sbtaman has, worse thun the
Bolsheviks, is this murdering commander of his armored trains. I stopped the
armored &zrs from coming in herg and I have been the best friend that Ataman Sememoff
has because I kept this country peacefule I kept his zmmored trains from coming in
here, robbing, mirdering sund raping the people, if his amored trains bad coms in
hore the American sector would not only have disturbed, there would have beem fight-
ing all over ite This Bobomoletz and his ammored trzins have rnde more enemies for
the Ataman thoa there is Bolsheviks in the whole countrye Bogomoletz murdered, and
and killed cuickly, Bogomoletz had power to %ry, to kill, to execute, both mon and
womsn, quickly, in a minute, ut you sa- there is no power, no auwthority to try him.

Colonel Krupski: 4is soin as wo have snough evidence he will be tried and if
found guilty ke willl bs executad. he law does not permit cases to be tried so
quickly. Just now the matier is not clear, tnere is not proof enough, there firast
mist be an invesiigation. RBogumoietz may have ordered people executea, wat he did
mot rob them, the so.diers 4id it, he 4id not do it himsel f,

Colonel Lorrows I know e didn't do it himself, but he is respomsible for
what his men do, is he not ¢

Colonel ?rupski: I am sure thot he did not instruct his soldiers to rape
peopla.

Colonel Morrow: He let them do it, didn't he?
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Colonel Morrcw: DBogomoletz could $ry, zmd di try amd execute forty-four men
batwoen Chita and here - it did not take him ten minutes to try and execute, why
should it t=ke so long to try and executs Bogomoletz?

Colonel Xrupski: Becauss we have not all the data, we do not lmovw yet what
was done, we want to find that out first. Ve have 1o amthority to try this case with~
out an order rfrom Chita, we cannot do it here, just the Commander-in-Chief can do it.

Colonel Morrow: Let me read to you what the Commendart of the armored train
szid about the manner in which trials were made on the bronevike =

s "Did the man accoused of being a Bolshevik have the right to inmbroduce
witnesses to testify for him?

Ae No, only ths man himself and ths accusations against him are considered
by the courte

Qe At logzon did you require any evidence or proof other than the word of
ths station commandant ¢

Ae No, that was enoush,®' ?

Colonel Krupski: The commaudant oug.t to prove 0 all that is a Bolshevik,
vhy he 1s to be arrested or executed, he must state this and Ilave the wilnesses.
It is very clear t© me now that thines have not besn going right here.

Colonel Morrow:s Colonel ths worst enemy the ataman has, worse than the
Bolsheviks, ig this rmrdsring commander of his ammored trains. I stopped the
armored $ars from coming in here and I have been the best friend that ..taman Semanoff
‘has because 1 kept this country peaceful. I kept his amored truins from coming in
here, robbing, murdering and rapins the people, if his ammored traias had come in
here the Amsrican sector would not only have disturbed, there would hzv+ bean fight-
inc all over it. This Bobcmoletz and his amored trains have made more euemies for
the Ataman than there is Bolsheviks in the whole couairy. BRBo -omoletz murdersd, ain
and killed quickly, Bogomoletz had power to try, to kili, t0 execute, both men and
woman, quickly, in a minute, but you say there is n¢ power, nc awthority to try him.

Colonel Xrupski: 2As soon as we have anough evidence he will be tried and if
found guilty he will be executed. The law does not permit cases to be tried so
quickly. Just now the matter is not clear, there is not proof enough, there first
must be &n investigation. Bogomoletz may have ordsred people executed, but he did
not rob them, the soldiers did it, hae did not do it himsaif,

Colonel worrow: I know ne didn't do it himgelf, but he is respousible for
what his men do, is he not ?

Colonel Yrupski: I am sure tlot he did nobt instruct his sosdiers to rape
pecpia.

Colonel ticrrow: Le let thamde it, didn'i he?
Colonel Erupski: Ho, tlat camiof he = =

Colonal llorrow: How aboul the stafion master &t Verkhne-Udinsk, vou Xnow
that he rcbbad hims.

Jolonel +rupski: 1f it iz proved trab this station maester was rovbed with



«ith his permission, why of course he will nave %0 aaswer Icr tiat. 3But his men muy
L Bogomo.atz was a very good man, now

il ioformtion. 1 41id not come 0 meke

out the cawe of 12 fight between the

d

have domne things he did not suspects Te IO
it ig very clear that we wara ndt gesitiug £
£l . n B!

Solonel worrow: 1 want to tell you just how thls court of 3ogomolatz's workeds

"3s Did the station master at logzon submit sny written stabements abous

the womar whe was sxeculbad?
Ae No, Just a 1ist of Lihe nmmes of She priscuners with rermarics made by himself,
Qe DEd the stabtion comandard gppear ab the trial of this womn.

4 T
iho 50w

Ge Is this the way these courfs usualliy bry cases?
4o 1 40 noh Xnow how tuey usually operave, 4t all the trials L have sean

they opsrate in this wy.!

For I have £uli proof of robbery, marder znd ravpes sgainst 3ogomoietz, I have the
pocketbooks, with the monsy in ihem, they to00x from ithe p20pls2 they roboved - -

)

Golonel Erupski® 3ub Bo omoletz himselr d4i

noL 40 this.,

£

Colonel korrow: Colonel, 6o you mean 10 say, Hhat mrdsr, robbery, raymss,
things 1like that, can g on when he is in command of the trad r and he not be respoun-
gible, is that pussible?

Colomsl “#rupsxi: Of course he is respoasibies for his men, but he did not do
these things himsalf, he gives orders to his men .0 try mnd to sxecute, but he doss
not kmor if they are robded or how they are killed,

Colonel HMorrowt A1l of these -agpers that I have show one thiwng clearly and
plainly, that this was a car of robbery and murder, and aven fGeuersl IZosomoietz's
testimony shows that hes is a robber snd a murderer, what the comnander says showe 1te

Colonel Krwpsikis I camot undarstind this, becanze we knew the Geweril ss 2
gotd man, wo know that ks was very strict 2s an officer, thst e was very strict mth
his officers, he was always on duty at seven o'clock in ths momlng, if his officers
did enything wrong they wers punished. I believe now that he g a robber, but nobody
in Chita ¥mows him likae thate.

Colonel licrrcw: 1 intend trat the world shall kmww of it, shzll show Sthe
erimes that this car Imz camitted. I am going t0 give = copy of this testimony to
General Janin, tc tiie English, t0 the Italians, to every mission I can get to irf
Semenoff does not punish him quickly, before 1 get out of this country, and 1 rmst
know that he has been punished. I havs been a good friend of the Ataman, I have
given him rmuch good advice. :nd I will give if to him again; try this man guickly,
Bogomoletz and his officers, try them and execute them, amd save himself from this
ghave of roberry, and rope, and murder,?

Cclonel Kmpski: I am sare that he will be punished, I understand there will
be a conference tomorrow with Genersl Junin, General Sizuki and yoursalfe I would
like to attend that conference, if there ars no objections. General Suzukl has no
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Jolonel «~orrow: I want to tell you just how this court of Bogomoletz®s worked:
Colonel Krupski: I imagine how it wzas.
Colonel lNorrow: This is the testimony of an officer:

"), Did the staticn master at lMogzon submit any written statements about
the womar who was executed?
Ae No, Jjust a list of the narmes of the prisoners with rersrks made by himself,
Qe Did the station camandand sppear at the trial of this woman.
Ae Koo
Qe Is this the way thesa courts usually try cases?
Ae I 4o not know hew they usually operate, at all the trials i1 have zesn
they orerate in this wy.! '

Now I have £ull proof of robbery, murder and rapes against Bogomoletz, I have the
pocketbooks, with the money in them, they took from the people they robbed = -

Colonel Krupski: But Becsomoletz himself did not do this,

Colonel Merrop: Colcnel, do ycu mean t0 say, that mrder, robbery, rapss,
things like that, can go on vwhen ke is in command of the trdn and he not be respon-
sible, is that possible?

Colonel Krapski: Of course he is respoasibie for his men, but he aid not do
these thincs himself, he gives orders to his men (o try =nd to sxecute, but he doasg
net ¥mor if they orae robbed or how they are killeds

Colonel orrow: All of tuess spers that I have show oze thiug cleasrly and
plainly, that this was g car of robbery and murder, and even Geuneral Topomoietz's
testimony shows that hs is a robber sand a murderer, what the conmender 3u:ys ShOWs Dtha

Zolonel Krupski: I caaeol undsrstwnd this, batsisse ¢n Wney the Cs wmril oo
S0 man, w2 knov that be was very strict as an officer, %lat e was very sitrict v'.v.ub
nis officers, he was ulways On dutyat saven o telock in tho momning, if his officers
did snything wrong they were punished. -+ believe now tho: Eze ‘s & rdober, bub nobody

in Chita kxnows him like t..af.

Joloneld Ziorrcw: I intend that the world shall wniw of 15, shall show the
crimes that this car e comitted. 1 wm golaog 10 give © copy of this $estimony bo
General Janin, to vhe Znglish, to the Italluns, L0 evary missilon I gan get to if
Samenoff does not punish him quickly, vefoure : get oubt of this country, and I must
know that hs has been punisheds. 1 havs been a good friend o the atamen, [ have
givan him mach good advices sud I will give it to himagain; $ry this man suickly,
Bogomoletz and his officers, try them and executs them, and savs himsels from thisg

shave of roberry, aad rupe, oné murder.?

Colomel Krupski: I am sur: that he will be punished. I understand thars will
ba a conference tomorrow with Geuernl Jumin, Geeeral Gizuki and yoursslfe I would
like t0 attend vhabt conference, 1f there are no objlactions. Genersel 3wzukl hss no
chisctions to my atlendiug.

Colonel “orrow: It iz alrigh. with me if i ht wit
and fepersl Suxukl. Bt this mabrver will not Dbe 4l t th.t confarsmce, this
is besween Sevenoff anr iz .«.;;T’}ﬁ‘!‘iedl'o, the Japoss hing 80 4o with this.
In congiusion, Jolomel, I wan. to $ell you traly, $hatl dever in alli my life nave 1
over hward of as much marder and robbery as this "Destroyar™ has dons. I now

is airight with Sensrl Juniza
a
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Valmikoff, & kxnow what he did, I Jmow ooren in Lexicoe wamed Villa, o grszt bondit
and murderer, bdut tihey are Just lit:la nurderers comparss 50 shis crowde

-]
o

Colousl “rurski: 3But vhe Bolsheviks 4o this, what would you say about the
5 e

Colomnel Llorroxw® Yhis sestimony will prove %0 tis worlda that thess peaple
ars mach wurse i T lsheviis.

Uolonel Krupski: Nos

Joionel Morrow: This testimeny will mrove it. I Xnow avout a colum of
Itagolians that weat into thiz country under Generdl Levitsky, kiliing, burmine,
robbing the people, burcing thaelr bodles, burnine tham befors they wers deud, then
the force mutinied cnd killisd “svitsky himsslf aad <11 of ris Cossacks with him.
When they kilied pecpls tley cut thelr hunds off, they cut their feet off, threy

adse I snw thabl, 4nd we ¥now shabt the reoPle wers

rned them before ther wers ds
not 2olsheviks, we Lave ths i Mye Freus: officers, two Jgpuner 2 ¢ Ticers
and two Americans went o trne vil Sopkina about twenty-five versts sauth-
west of Verkhne-Udingk, where we heard t-e89 things were going on, % ers trney found
fifteen bodies with the hamds cut off, their lips cut off, their bodies cut all to
rieces and burned, burned before they wer: dsaa, we have pictures of it, we have
testimony of it, these six officers have signed their mnames 10 1t. Thuf is why
why we sent for Sumaki to come here, to imep the ilongolians frow muwdsering Russ
women and children. I say to you that I zm = friend of the Russian peoplse At
mot har place where we sent an officer we found the same thing and we idw it ¢ be
ture, women and children ran #%p 2 hile to escape and they wers shelled and killed,
their dead bodies left lying in the snowe These are not rumors, these are factse
Thase Mongolians who committed these murders wers under Russian troops, and they
mutinied against them and killed their commamder Levitsky.

o
s
o

2

ian

_ Colonel “rupski: e Ikmow thab tiey xillet Levitsky. and they tied and
turned him, vhy did tney dc that if they understond tkheir actioms, 1f they knew
it was not good why did trey do so (0 him?

Colonel Marrow: I do now kmows 1 @0 n0s ¥mow why evitsky tock such troope
against those pecpls. 1

Colonel Kwupsiki: < believe now thut we have o bad situation here, we nave
only a s all piece of territory now thet is not occupied by Bolsheviks and we must
work for inmprovement, all ¢f this rouae;g and execution has made a different sgitua-
tion which must be improved, tiat is why -~ ame out hore, to irmrove this situation.
Now that the Xolerak goverumant has been turned over t0 Ataman Semenoff we will
try to make an lmprovement,

Colonel liorrowd Thers was ne trouble in 21l this country until these llon-
golians came nere under Gauercl “svitsky, tusre were no Boisheviks, now + tell you
that everybody in the country is against Afaman Semencff, becawse of thase llon-
gollans who robbed them and ¥illed them, now thay are organized and strorg and
powerful, they have got together, anc I imow and General Janin knows what turned
them against Ataman Semenoffe If you yowself lived in omne of these little vil-
lages and these Mongolians came in and robbed and burned your people, what would
Jou do?

Coicnel Krupsiti: I Xnow now that we must try and improve everything.



Coicnal Lorror® This testimony will prove to the world that these pecple
ars mach worse ti::ny "nlghevikse

Colons 1 Krupskis TN,

Coionel Morrow: This testimony will prove ite. 1 kmow about a colum of
tongolians that weuat into the country under Gsnerzl Levitsky, killing, burning,
robbing the people, burning their bodies, burning them befors they wers dead, then
the force mutinied and killed Mevitsky himself and 2ll of his Cossacks with hime
When they killed people they cub their hands off, they cut their feet of £, they
tarned them before they wers dead. I Enowr that, and we kuow that the people were
not Bolsheviks, we have ths avidence. Two French officers, two Jgpaner: of ficers
and twe Americans went to the village of Bobkina about twenty-five versats south-
west of Verkhns-Udinsk, where we heard thess things were going on, tiers thsy found
fifteen bodies with the hands cut off, their lips cut off, their bodies cut all to
pleces and burned, burned before they wer: dsad, we have picturss of it, we have
testimony of it, these sixz of ficers havs signed their mames to it, That is why
why we sent for Suxuki to come hers, to keep the Longolians from mirdering Russian
women and children. I say t0 you that i am 2 frisnd of the Russian people. At
anot bar place where we sent am officer we founa the same thing and we know it to he
ture, women and children ran fp & hile %0 escspe and they were shelled and killed,
their dead bodies left lying in the snowe “hese ars not rumors, thsse ars facts.
Thase Longolians who commit ted these murders were under Hussian troops, and they
mutinied against them and killed their casmander Levitsky.

_ Colonel “rupsizi® e knov that t..sy killet Levitsky., and they tied and
mirned him, why did they do that if they understood itheir actions, if thay knew
it was not good why did they do so to him?

Colonel liorrow: I do now imow. I &0 not know why eviisky tock such troops
b
against those paople. '

Colonel Krupski: + believe now thot we have & bad situation hers, we luvs
only & s ull plece of ferritory now that is nos oecusiad by Bulsheviks und we must
work for inprovemant, all of this robbery and execuiion has made o differsnt situa-
tion which must be improved, that is why + ame ou. hers, t0 improvae this sitaation.
How that the Kolecrak governiizat has been iturusi over t¢ Atwmsn 3e-enoff ws will

try to make an improvament.

gelians came here wader G
that everybody in the country is agalnst Ataman Semenoff, bascawse of these llon=-
golians who robbed them and kil
powarful, thay have got togetm
them against dtaman Semenof e
lages and tuess Longoilang came
you do¥

Colconel Lworrowd:  Thars was no trousie in all this country until these lion-~
Gaerd “evitsky, Gusre were no LtOLShaVif.o, aow - tell you
r'(

lad tlem, now they ars organized amd strong and

r, aad I Laow :mci Ganzrzl Janin knors what turaed

I 7 yowseld lived in one of fuese 1ittle vil-
pa! u.HL robped & . purned your people, what would

colwnal Kyupskis I kmow now fhat we must try ana improve averyihing.
Colonal ~crrows I6 is t00 late mow. I hoped, 1 wanted o bheliave bhut
a jemenoff was trying t o500 g Tor ke paopla of this o

believe it if I saw Dogomolec and hig officers axecuteds
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olonel Irupsxi: hat is trae guestion ntr, we must investigals these gone

¢
! ifwe jJust Mecmte 0 moletz one wan would not do much good, we must
WO rL ’g%éetﬁe”, we wanl you help us i“'ﬂ‘ rove this conditionse . s
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Golensl Horrow: Geaeral 4evitsky was a friend of mine. I told him not o
go out tuers with the Liongoiiuns, Ganzeral Iysurra t0ld him not to go, tut hs went,
Detalls of the murder he was was doing were broughi in ¢ me, the pecple from the
villages ca.e una t0ld me, 1 didn't btelievae it until 1 sent my own officers out &o
find out, I did not oalieve it poussible that anyovocy could kill and bduicher snd
burn like ths peopls told ne Levitsky was doinge. 1 sent my owm orfficers and found
it was true.

Colonel Krupskis I am very sorry taat all this 1is sruegs It is clear that
now we must Teorganize our rowvces 50 g0 against tha 20isheviks, we must try to0 im-
prove the present situation, to get &« vatter Orgnization. Now that Kolchak's
officers have come over to0 Samencf £'s comuand tey will try to orgunize different
policies than bsfore. I am a new man with this ¢ommande I come outl T Thita on
the 25th of Dacamber, and was sent out t o find oud what was going on. It is very
disagreeable to hear of such things soing on. However, I um very plessed t0 have
met you, Colonel, 1 thank you.

Gelonal ilorrowd Paeass pardon me if 1 have sald thiugs ¢
you, but all this murdering and robbery and rluim' 58 g0t Into mr
help it . I thank you sir, gcod nighte.

sno strongly for
nr heart, I coomod

Note: Colonel “rupski did not abfsnu ias coufsroncs ment iomad above.

JOHIT JAZZ23,
lete “ieuts., Adjussnt, 27th Ianfantry,
BECGP&D‘EB."

On January 22nd the officers ucd men of the bromevik wers tuwruned over to 3amer.l
Myssura commsnding the Russicn garrison at Boresovka. General Myssura agreed that
neither the officers nor the men would be relsased until after the depsrture of

the last American echel on from Verkhne-Udingk. Jhe sum of 765,124,84 roubles in
Russian currency, teken from the captured train was slso turnad over to General
lMyssurae. (Resceipt for the momey :cnd prisoners is hereto appended marked "J").

These prisoners conld no longer be retained by the ~mericans us the garrism atb
Beresoviz was completely evacuated and on the 23rd ths entire comrand moved into

its trains, which were then in the Intendancia warehouses where the 27th camped
during the summer. One camot pass by the inpident of this ammored train "Destrover®
without recalling that it was ons of the armored trains vhich was driven from the
American sector in Yune, 1919, Also and above everything else, that the testimony
taken from the men of the bronevik itself amd from its commander General Bogomoletz,
revealed a record of robberies, murder, rapss and crimes, innumerable, sirpassing
anything in mordern civil zation. This testimomy was given freely and without
apparont realization of the vicicus nature of atrocities disclosed. Also that
General Bogomoletz commanded nine other armmor ed trains whick were engaged in the
samoe fiendish practices is also unmestioneds Ths reign of terror which these
armored traims created shroughoul every portion of {$he Zai-Raikal, save that

guarded by American troops, is beyond belief, Thair killings amount, beyond question,
to three or four thousand people and perhsps mores They plundered the country at
will, and sent treir plunder, after takin. full toll of it themselves, back $0

the warchouses of the master that sent tlem forth - Semencff, hirmsslf. Tlese
armored trains not caly committed murders thaemselves but brought thousands of
Trisceners a:ud innocent people to the slaughter houses of lakavyeyvo, Adrianovka,
Oloviannsya and Borzia. ZHers the executions of the monster Colonel Stephanoff

and his German Second in Commend, Colonel Friburg, reached a total of perhaps

10,000 persmse. Thess sxacutions were in full operution whem the Amaricans first
Came t0 ths Zai=-Balkal and continued in the territory unmder the command of S‘emenoff

mtil tha Amarinance Aanortad and oma a+d1T1 Iwm meAaceac~ ba SL2a e m Ao



villages ca e nrnz told e, < didn't belleve it until I sent my own officers out to
find out, + &id nct oalieve it possible that anybody could kill and butcher and
ourn like she people told ms Levitsky was doinge I sent my ovm officers and found
it was true. :

GColonel Krupski: I am vsry sorry that all this is truege It is clear that
now we must reorganize our forces to go against the Bolsheviks, we must try to im-
prove the present situation, to gZot a better orgonization. Now that Kolchak's
officers have come over to Semencff's command they will try to orgaonize different
pelicies than bsfore. I am a new rmon with this ¢ onmand. I came out to Chita om
the 25th of Decsmbar, and was sent out to find out what was going on. It is very
disagreeable to hear of such things going on. Howaver, I am very pleased to have
met you, Colonel, I thank yocu.

Colonel Ilorrow: Please pardon me if I have said things too strongly for
you, but all this murdering and robbery and killing has got into my heart, I cannot
help it+ I thank you sir, good nighte.

Note: Colonsl Brupski did not attend the conference mentioned above.

JCHIT JAIZS,
1ste “isuks, adjutant, 27th Infantry,
REZCORDERL."

On Januory 22nd the officers ond msn of the bromevik wears tirned over Lo Ge.erdl
Myssura commanding the Russiun garrison at Bersesovikas. Genersl Myssura agreed thab
neither ths officers nor the men would be released until after the departurs of

the last Amsrican echel on from Verkhme-Udinsk. The sum of 765,12¢,84 roubles in
Russian currency, taken from the captured train was also turned over to Generzal
Vyssuras. (Receipt for the money and prisoners is heretc appended marked "J"),

These prisoners could no longer be retained Dy the americans zs the garrism at
.Beresovin was completely evacuated and on the 23rd ths sutire comrand moved into

its trains, which were then in the Intendancia warehouses where the 27th campsd
during the summsre One camot pass by the incidsnt of this ammored train "TDestrovar®
without recalling that it was one of the armorsed trains which was driven from the
imsrican sector in Yune, 1919, 4Also and above everything else, that the Stestimony
takten from the men of the bronevik itself amd from its commander Generwd 3ugiomolets,
revealed g record of robberies, murder, rapes and crires, innumerable, s.rpassing
mything in mordern civil zatlion. This testimony was ziven freely and without
aprorent realization of ths vieicus nature of atrocities disclosed. also that
General Bogomoletz comnended nine other crmor ed ftraing which were angaged in the
same fiendish practices is also unquestioned. 7Tha reign of terror which these
armored trains created throughous svery portion of the Zal-Baikal, save that
guarded by American troops, 1s beyond beliefs Thneir killings amount, beyond question,
to three or four thousznd peopls and perhsp s more., Thay plundersd the couantry at
will, and sent t: eir plunder, after takinm. full toll of it themselves, back to

the warehouses of the masitier that senit tiem forth - Semenoff, himgelf, Tlaese
armerad trains not omly committed murders thsmselves bul brought thousands of
prisonsrs a & innocent pacpla Lo the slaughter Louses of I.kavyeyvo, sadrianovka,
Oloviannaya and Borziae. <ers the executions of the monster Colonel Sterhanoff

and his German Second in Cemmand, Colonel Friburg, reached a total of perhaps

10,000 persons. These exacubtions wers in full operition when the .umericans first
gsame to ths Zai~Baikal and contimued ir the territory under the commnd of Semenoff
until the Amerisans departed and are still in progress to this very day. These

are facts kmown $0 sll men and wll natiounalitiss who have ever fravalled across the
Zai=-Baikal railroad from bianchuria Station $0 Verkhne-Udinsk, Tris seciion of tha
railroad was guarded by the vYapanese .Amy and 1t ras never been reported or rumorsd
that in any way did t.sy attempt ¢ hinder oOr prevent tia flendish work of Semenoff
and his fiendish commanderss That nothing of this kind soock plage in, and that these
armored trains were driven £rom, the imerican sactor and tret they wers uevar mer-
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mitted tC carry ocutbt ielr work of dsath aud destruc tion there, is o matier of which
the 27th Infanbry will always be proud, wn fact shat the pecvle of tha Zal-
Baikal will lomg remambar. The numbers of murdsrs, rcbberies and atrocities con-
mitted from Karimskaya Lo 3tretingk and up the imur River by Ssmencff armored truins
anid officials can only be estimated as this was a cloesed country controlisd br the
stamen of thes Jmur Ccegsacks and on to the country controled at Habarovsk by the able
marderin. assistent of Semenoff, the staman Kalmiicov, whose passion for crimes and
murder has been previously reported from these headquarterse This extended the gone
of Semanoff's murders from Luace Balxal L0 Harimskays, thence up the ..mur hiver to
Haberovsk and on to Viadivostok itself, sntirely covering Zibsrias from Lake Baikal
to Vladivostak. Partiazl iist of ftestimony and affidavits re.sting (o ths armored
trains is abttached heretc maried "K" wmder Sthe Zead “lestimony relsting o the
armored trains of Atamen Semenoffe")] The zmmorad train "Destroer” itssif was so
completely disuantled as to render its further use for dewth und destruction im-

nesaible ., and when the last .uerican exhelon left Vsrkhne-Udiask, 1t remained in
the yards of the Intendancia, a "Destroyar™ wiich was no loagsr abls to destroy.
That Atamen Semenoff never intendea toc try , and will aevar Sry, hls bloodstalned
subordinate, General Bogomoietz, is hslievad by every .wverican here. ot even
Gensral I’tssurz xould keep his promiss regarding 3o omoletz. On the afternocon of
the 29th of Jan ary, just before the depurturse of the last A::ericem echel on, Genarci
Bogomoletz was seen riding in the streets of Varkhne-Udinsk in t s official autc-
mobile of the Headquarters of the '"7ild Division" in the it _.‘d szitable company
of other murders of ataman Ssmenoff. On Jumary Zth the fellowinge ordsrs was issued
and was published on the 2 th of Jamvary:

PIEADLU RIZES TR -S3VATE LR TRY

WIS

Vorkhne=Udinsk, Siberia, Januwary 25, 1920,
RAIL“ZxY GV‘LPEJJ

OEDZES HCe Ee

Zai=Boilkal secltor, iajor Dome Se Colby, RekssaCe, is relieved duty as I‘.Iilitary
Station Comrandant at Varithme-Udlnsk, Siberia. Iffective on tle devarture of e
two Americsn echelons aow &b this station, Major Colby will deliver %o e senior
railroad officizl on duty in Verkime~Udinsk suwch orders, seals and racords as iere
tain to ths office of the lilitary Commandant.

le Dus to the departure of iie .oerican troops from Verkime~Jdinsk and ths
£

By order of Colonel Liorrow:

JOHT JANTS,
lste Liaute ® 27th Infant TV
Acting adjubtante

s

This broaght to guarding of the ssetor of the Zal-Balkel rail-

toad from Varxh Kot Jre imerivaun Jaomsnder of this sector faels
that he must _'pu.' E;a or Lon Ge »Jsmg, Lisutenan: B'rers, Ligutenan: Farmsworth, Lieut-
entint Foater, a1d otler H.H.Z.0s man in clis sectcr at lease the rewsrd of his thanks

for the splendid services wnich 1.3y wlwys s0 abiy an¢ s¢ cheerfully rendsred t¢ the
27tk Infantry. Lajor Colby has basn recomuended by the Commauding Officer for the
Distinguished Service liedals The splendid services vhich he renderad fully entitle
him to this rewards Tha fact that from the $time the Americams tock over the euard-
ing of thig ssctor until tre close of their guarding not one rail nor one tle was
ever removed from the rollroad, and that, excepnt by the Semenoff bandid incident, not
one out -~ uard was over attacked must gspeak for the success with which the regiment
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~taran of the omur Jogsacks sad on o the country controled at Habarovsk by the able
murderin: assistant of Semenoff, the Ataman Kalmikov, whose passion for crimes and

murder has been praviously reported from thess headgquarterse This extended the gone
of Sasmenoff®s murders from Lgke Balkal t0 Karimskaya, thence up the amar River to
Haberovsk acd on to Viadivostck itself, entirely covering Siberia from ILake Baikal
to Vliaedivostok. (Partial list of testimony and arffidavits relating to the armored
trains is attachad hereto marked "E" under the Head "Testimony relatinz to the
armored trains of itaman Semenoffe®) The armored train "Dastrover® itself was so
completely dismantled as t0 render its further use for deuth wnd destruction im-
pozsible, and when fhae lost Americun exhslon left Varkhne-~Udinsk, it remained in

the yarda of the Intendancia, a “"Destroyar" which was no longer able to destrove
That abtamsn Semenoff never intended to try , wnd will never try, his bloodstained
subordinate, Generzl Bogomoletz, is believed by every American here. ot even
General Irssur. xould keep his promise resarding Bogomoletze. On the aftermoon of
the 29th of Jan ary, just before the departure of the last American echelon, Gemersl
Bogomoletz was seen riding in the streets of Verkhne-Udinsk in the official auto=
mobile of the lieadguarters of the "7ild Division" in the fit and suitable cormpauy
of other rmurders of «taran Semenoff. On Jamary 28th the following orders was issuad
and was published on the 22 th of January:

"HELRDUUARTERS TVSITY=-SZVEN]E INPANTRY
Verkhn_-Udinsk, Siberia, Januvary 28, 1920,

RAILTRY GUAED
CHDERS IiCe Ee

l. Dus to the departure of trns American troops from Verkhme-Udinsk and the
Zai=Balkal sector, ilajor Dons. J. Colby, ReRedsls, iz ralieved from dausy as iilitary
Station Comrandant at Verlkhne-Udinsk, siberia. Zffective on the denarture of tie
two American echelons now at this station, Major Colby will deliver to the senior
railroad official on duty in Verkhue-Udinsk such arders, seals sud reccrds as i are
tain to the office of the Military Commandante.

Ay oraer of Ccloasl Lloroow:

JO.J_M ;::.:3,
lsts Liaut., 27th Infam rv,
~OUIng AQjutanta

eric.an i
Y BOVL da
that he mush pas u;gcr ; Coloy,
endnt Foster, wid Obher HelieS.Ue man
for the splerdlid services wiich tley
27tk Infantrye. Lajor Co.by has been recomiends

This brcmg: :0 & :lose 5l
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Zigtinguishad Jervice ~edal. The spleudid services which he rendersd fully entitle
him to this rewards +he fact that from the time tim .mericans tock over tie guard-
ing of this ssctor uniil btie close of Ltuelr guarding not one rail nor one tie was

avar renovad from tue rallrosd, aand trat, except by the 3amencfy bandid incident, non
one oub ~guard was avar attacksd rast speak for the succsss w’i.:;. th which the regir
guarded the rmilroeds {.nd 8l30 must cariy & deeper meaning, the facst trat no
attack was eover mads egainst the railroad is tns full proof 23t the reasants of

the country and the people of the countyy itself, lnmew that in the .mericsa Gommand
they nad found friends and 'nrotec,ua rs, and fthat the imerican Command had saved this
sactor, at least, from the unspeskable crimes znd horvyors of che armored trains amd
barbarities of the forces of Ataman Semsncff)s. IZver: ssctor of the arnur rel lroad

and every sachor of tim lrans-3iberia railrosd o t°s east and west of tha imerican



or no interruption of the ralirocad ocourred in the american szector sreaks for itself
and requires no arguiieni tG establish the correctuess and Jjustness of t:e methods
amployed by the Amerigan Cormand t¢ securs o safe und uninterruptsd operision of the
railroads

sect or o d been convinual iy atitacked anc continuully interrupted. That no attack
of &1 i

Thae BEvacusation of the .wericun Forces from YVerkhne-Udinsk.

25s On Jamary Eth an order was raceived from the headgquarters of Lhe -merican
Zxpsdit ionary Foreces, Siberisu, directing the complete evacuabtion of 21l t:oops from
the American sector at the surl ast possibie datss. This ordey found the command ia
garrison at Beresovks and two companies with tleir out-guards ab various stations
from Beresovka to Mysovaya, s distance of 110 miles. The forces t0 be evacuated
consisted of 1,871 men and 284 animals, The Zai-Balkal railrcad ot this Sime had
almost ceagsed t0 funstion as a railroad, due largely wc tle crimes comitted against
the employees by the ammored trains of «taman Semencff un: continual interfarence
by Semenof £'s military commandant s with any reasonable or sensible operation of the
railroads The Americen Commend, in order to geti wo.d for itself, was forced to give
wood te the railrcad and several times before the evacuatlon was campleted gave from
15 to 25 carloads to save a complete shutdown in powers. The railroad yards abt Varkhme-~
Udinsk end Beresovka were completely blockeds 70 transport the ~merican Commanc re-
‘gquired 380 cars which were arranged in & echeloms of approximately 47 cars eachs
It was in the middle of the Siberian winter, and before the evacuation was completed,
the thermometer reglstered at Verkhme -Ydi nsk 625 degrees below zero. The cars Tor
the transportation of the men of thre command lmd t0 be double-walled and double floor-
ed as they were nothing but common Russian or American box cars which could noy for
a moment be expected to0 stand such intense colde Stoves had to be provided for each
car and wood racked high on the top of every car to provide fuel om a railroad already
struggling against a most serious fuel shortage. Also extra cars loaded with wood
bad to be carried on each echelon 2s a ressrve supply. Every echelon took 90 days
rations and forage as the conditions of the railroad and the situation from a mili-~
tary standpoint did not warrant a movement of troops with less supplies or ratioums,
and it is to be remsmvered that the distance from Mvsovaya to Vladisvostok is 1820
milese The first echelon consisting of Field Hospital No. 4, and 60 sick, Company
"B" and 14 Red Cross nurses, left Verkhne--dinsk Jumuary 16th; second echel on,
Companies "I™ and "L", Junuary 17th; third echelon, Headquarters Company and Company
"AM; January 24th; fourth echelon, Supply Section, Jammry 24th; fifty echelonm,
Supply Section, January 25th; sixth echelon, Companies "K' and "M", Jznuary 26th;
seventh echelon, Supply train end «ilitary police, January 26the On Jammzry 23rd
it was found that an american ned Cross ecnelon from the west was at lMysovaya and
could not got tirough the vlockade at tial place, and on January 25th it was learned
that still another echelon containing Led Cross personnel had also arrived at liysovaya.
It was determined to hold up ths evscustion of the troops until these two echelons
could be brought to Verkhne-Udinsk, combined and run as one echelon, preceding the
last Amsrican troop echeloh. Two large decaped enyines were sent from Verkhne-
Udinsk to Mysovaya for tkis purpose and the first Red Cross schelon was brought
into the Intendancia yards on the morning of the 26th, ths second echelon, mixed
British and red cross, arrived on ths night of the 27th. The Red Cross echelons
were then switched togethser and fpemed Into a sing.e echelon and departed for
Vladivostok on the aftermoon of Jamary 29the The last and remzining echelon,
Colonel liorrow Cormmanding, departed from Verkhne-Ydinsk at 10:40 P,H. January 29th.
This schelon carried Regimental Headguarters, lMachine Gun Company and the one-
pounds: platoon of the Headquorters Compamye
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ro ilroad,

The Evacuetion of the srerican Forces from Verkhne-Udinske

25, Cn Jamary 5th an order was recaived from the headquarters of the Amsrican
Expeditionary Forces, Siteria, directing the complete evacuation of all troops from
the smerican sector at the sarliest possible dats. This order foumnd the command in
garrison at Berasovks and two companies with their out-guards at various stations
from Beresoviza t0 l'ysovayz, a distance of 110 miles. The forces to be evacuated
consisted of 1,871 men and 284 snimalss The Zzi~Baikal railroad at this time had
almost ceased to function as a railroad, due largely to the ¢ rimes occmmitted agal nst
the axployees by the amored trains of Ataman Semenoff and continual interfarence
by Semenof £'s military comwandaut s with any reasonable or sensible operation of the
railroad. 7The .worican Command, in order to got wood for itself, was forced to give
woodl to the railroczd and several times before the evacuation was campleted gave from
15 to 85 carloads to save s complete shutdown in power. The railroad yards at Verklme-
Udinsk and Beresovks were completely blockede To transport the American Conmand ro=-
quired 380 cars which wera arranged in 8 echelons of approximately 47 cars eache.

It was in ths middle of the Siberian winter, and before the evacuation was completed,
the thermometer registered at Verkhne -Ydinsk 62% degrees below zero. The cars for
the tremsportation of the men of t’s command had to be double~walled and double floor-
ed as they were nothing but common Russian or Amsrican box cars which could not for
a moment he oxpected to stand such intense cold, toves had to be provided for each
car and wood racked high on the top of every car t0 provide fusel on a railroad already
struggling against a most serious fuel shortage. Also extra cars loaded with wood
had to be cerried on each echelon as a reserve supply. Every echelon took 90 days
rations and forage as the condit ioms of the railroad snd the situstion from a mili-
tary standpoint did not warrant a movemen: of troops with less surplies or rations,
and it is to be remsmvered that the distance from Mysovays to Tladisvostok is 1820
-milese The first echelon consisting of Field iospital Ho. 4, and 60 sick, Conpany
"B® ond 14 Red Cross nurses, left Verkhne--dinsk Jumiary 16th; second echel on,
Companies "I" and "L", January 17th; third echelon, Headquarters Company and Company
nAn: Jenuary 24th; fourth echslon, Supply Section, Jurmuary 24th; fifty echalom,
Supply Section, January. 25th; sixth echelon, Compeniss "E"™ and "M", January 26th;
seventh echelon, Supply train and ¥ilitary police, January Z26the On Janwry 23rd

it was found tkhat an American Re¢ Cross echelon from the west was at lLysovaya sud
could not get tlrough the blockade at that plagce, ani on January 25th it was leamed
that still anothsr echelon containing Red Cross personnsl had eilso arrived at Iiysovaya.
It was determined to hold up the evacuation of the troops until these two achielons
could ba brought to Verkhne-Udinsk, combined and run as one echelon, preceding the
last imerican troop acheloh. Two large decaped sngines were sent from Varkhne-
Jdinsk to kysovaya for shis purpose and tue first Red Cross schelon was broughi

into the Intendancia yards ou the morming of the 26th, the sacond echel on, mixed
British «ud red cross, arrivad on the night of the 27th. he Red Uross echelons
wera then switched togetihsr and Iogmed 1nto & sing s echalon and departed for
Tisuivestox on the afterncon of Jamary Z9h. Jhe last aud rameining achelon,
Jolonel iorrow Commanaing, departed from Varkhme-Ydinsk at 10:40 P.. January 29th.
This echelon carriazd Reglimentol Teadgquurters, ..achine Gun Company wnd thse one~-
pounder plator: of the Headgaurters Company.

Z6s [0 the very last tie Lierican Comrand retained ifs control of the city
ard the rallrocd wac tie evagcwation of the rarican troops, a3 well as .li tre
Re: Cross units and $ze R. H.5.0,., was complste, save for ~ujor 16lby and three
other of ficers ¢f the Hal.H5.0s, wio renained behind at .hie direct revusst of
Jemeral Jaznin 5S¢ assist the Jzecho-Slortis in Shslr evaousticn Jrom the wast.




gnd man of this regiment 50 1l ;‘-"":w Wilace o tne Looe
spleondid sssistance 0 the repimant wnich was zlweys
which greatly addsd tc ths coemfort end welfars of the com u:i. B ‘n';s unfailing
kindnzss and ready sympathy he emdeared himself te¢ tho Tussiwn peopls thvousho
thae smerican sector, a8 well as t0o the officers und mer of ils reginmesnt. -md

t0 lMre IMarmadukze Clarke of the U«lMaCede, for his splendidservices reuderszd ¢ the
reziment throughout its stay in Verkhne-Udinsk und Beresovks; for the ersciion in
the camp at Verkhre-tdinsk of = splemdid outdcor theater; for the construction
and maintenance at Beresovia of thae most beaubtiful &’.I‘.i.c. e vuildings in Siberia
0or in any other place otcupled by Lmerican trooups 4o > tre wary for efficlient
-nd able service reudersd in athlet ies mad for an ualiri 4 Uneess ing work om
bohalf' of the enlisted mem of the regimant.

{,J r-‘

28, Despite ths iunsidiows wnd heavily firancad propagonds condicted apainst
the .merigaas prior .0 their arrival at Verkhns-Udinsk, the Zussicn population
vary soon leamed to know and uppreciate ths .nmoricans as friends. During the
gamner months they filled tha .merican eazmp, and every night from a fhousand
to fifteen hundired men, women an children ztteudeu Hne open-alr theatre and mov-
ing picture show established by the Americams in ti.as camp at Verkhne-Udiansk. The
general feeling of the people can be judged fror the following lettsy:

Tarkhne~Udinslk,
City Hall,
Jan e 16, 1920.
Noe. 191,
Verkhne-Udinsk.

C. H. Morrow,
Colonel, 27th UeS. Iniarmiiy.

Much respected Colonel:

.

There is spread =11 over 3.2 ¢iSy 2 very sad uews, ot you and the trusted
to you 276h U. Se. Infantry, are golng to lsave our city for a new station of service.

Under ths influence of this news, the Verkhne-Udinsk City idministration as
an institution trusted with the confidentce of the citizens camot deny itsel? tne
pleasure t0 express farnkly and straight all the sentiments (feelings) which disturbs
our minds at present in connaction with your devarture.

The sincere desire to help our ruch suffering country in its hard times with
all means snd ways at your dispossl, your wam and friendly interest in the needs
of the poor sndé hard=-favored and to the last the constant desire to preserve order
snd right =~ these were the most siriking points, which accompanied all your untiring
and enargetic activity in the city of Verkhne-Udinske Feollowing firmly that poliey,
jou made your brave rmen and officers follow thut sams policy, beginning from the
highest rankin: of ficer to tiie private iunclusive.

Wo wonder tiat inse locel citizens wers mickly in symathy with you and
your regiment zn. becane accustomed t0 see in every JAmerican soldier a real defendsr,
protector and sincers friend. No wonder, that, when in trouble, a2li of ua, without
hesitation, went to you for help, knmowing that we would not receive a cold refusale.
Now, no wonder, that the parting with you £ilis our hearts with sorrowe But to-
gather with this sorrow, thers burns a2 glowing flame of deep gratitude to you for all
the geod and fine things you Lave done fOr USe

And the Verkhne-~Udinsk City Administration in nsme of all citizens cordially
raguest you, much respected Colcnel, t0 zccewnt this gratitude and thanks and also
a farewell regard with the best and most g0od wishess

“he name of Colonel Ce He Horrow will remsin m thn remory forever of tks
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the _merican sector, &s well as 50 ths officers and men of the regiment. And
t0 lire Larmaduke Clurks of the U.lMeCel., for his spléndidservices renmierad to the
regiment throughout its stay in Verkhne-Udinsk and Beresovka; for the erection in
ths camp at Verkhme~vdinsk of & splendid outdoor theater: for the comstruction
wnd maintenaznce at Beresovka of the most bzautiful T.lWCe.de buildings in Siberie
or in any other place occupied by Amarican troops during the warg for efficient
21l able service rendered in athletics mmd for an untiring and unceasing work om
banulf of the enlisted men of the resimente.

28, Despite the insidions and heavily finsnced propzganda conducted against
the Americans prior .0 their arrival at Verkhns-Udinsk, the Zussian population
veory soon leamed to know and appresiate the Americans as friends. During the
sammer months they fillied the imerican camp, and every night from a thousand
to fiftesn hundired man, women an children attended ths open-air theatre and move~
ing picturs show established by the Americans in the camp at Verkhne-Udinsk. The
genarzl feeling of the people can be judged from the foliowing letter:
Verkhne-~Udinsk,

City Hall,
Jane. 16, 1520
Foe. 151,
Verkhne-~Udinske.

Ce He LIOTTOW’
Colonel, 27th U.S. Infaisry.

Much respected Colonel:

t mou and ths trusted
wew station of service.
isy sdministration as
mot deny itsell Llie
feelings] which distwros

& very sad uews, 6.

There is spread all cver ¢.3 <iiy
to you 27th Us. Se Infantry, are goin: tc lsave our city for -

Under the influence of this naws, the Verkhne-Udinsk O
an ingtitution trusted with the confidence of s citizens ca
pleasure t0 express farnkly end straiglt all the seutiments |
our minds at present in connection with your devartures

The sincere desire t0 help our mach sufferins country in ifs hard times with
all mesns and ways at yow disposal, your warm a2und friendly interest in the naseds
of the poor and hard=favored and to the last the co.ctent desirs to preserve order
and right - these were the mest striking points, which accompanisd all your untiring
and energetic activity in the city of Verichme~Udinsk. Following firsly that policy,
you made your brave men and officers follar thut samp policy, beginning from the
highest ranking of ficer to tie private i.:zlusives

No wonder that the local cgitizens were quickly in sympathy with you and
your regiment and became asccustomed t0 see iu every Jmevican soldier a resl defander,
protettor and sincers friend. o wonder, tiat, when Iin trouble, all of us, without
hesitation, wsnt to you for help, knowing Lhat we would not receive a cold rafusal.
Now, no wonder, trat the parting with you f£ills our hsarts with sorrow. But to-
goether with tris sorrow, there burns a glowing floume of deep gratitude o you for zli
the good and fine things you iave done £or uS.e

And the Verikhne-Udinsk City -4ministration in uame of all citizens cordialiy
request you, much respected Col ael, t0 accevt this gratitude wmd thanks znd uslsoc
a2 farewell re-ard w.th the best a.d most good s €S

The nume of ¢olcmal O, He Liorrow will remain in tze memory forever of tim
Verkhne~Udinsk citizenss Jugy will aico nev r forget ths gloriocus 274h U. S
Infantrye.

City iyor Nocolsii,

Lamosrs of the Cilty idministrations
s Duaraoff,

- 0daloans

T DePusiyn,
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= Gan Selrab

{2



and the following letier of the Zemsivog:
wiinutes of Proiocol Fo. 3, Doufarema of Tarklwe-TUdlnsk Tounty, emskaya,
Clty Hall, Janusry 16th, 19il,
Fresent: Chualrmmm ZEe. V. Hsanjopolski,
Lembers Ve T Girchanco,
Lo lse /..ra,_;Oka,;,
Senty I. e anikyma
Reported: 1. Rerorit of & a1 about the transfer of trs erisan lospiial
HWee 1 40 the Zemstivo as o Zif e
Decidad: W0 express In ths ngm2 of the couaiy ﬂopuiation its thanks for Lhe
valuable gift of american ;eup,s.a in the person of Shalry rapresensatives: OChief
of the Siberian Delegatiorn Hajor Tversoles znd Jolonel llorrow, Comma :ding the
Amarican Troops. To inform th: s.tire popu.ation of tThe ¢outy of the gift,. "G
roquesh Major Bverscis cnd Colonel lkrrox tc Isave ot Zewstvse for the hoaspital
their pistures and sreir owm hand written sigmatures. Yo name the Verkhne-Udinsk
Zamskays Hospitel Red Cross Hospital, ane 10 be used for She poor populaiion of
the countys. . copy 0f the following decision 5c 08 sent %0 tl 2z .merican Govern=
mnt and pezople for informaticn throusn i jor Zversoie and CoLouel lorrgws Jhe ori-
ginal with the proper signaturs.
‘True Copys
Goauby Zemsiaya Clty Deld
Jenrelsry s Dlonseiras U
and the ordsr from the Second ilitary Tiatrictd of sna Zai-d Provinte:
"ORDNE
~a 214 ~dlitery Distri of LaleBalikal Proviunce.
To tho Znd ~ilitary District of i3 ] ovinge s
Verzhna=Udingk . Hoe. 1l October l4th, 1319.
October %th, 1913, I togstler with mernbers of the buream, tha Comaities o

help the siek and wounded, visited the Verkhns-Us

ingk Tospitol of the Arerican Iaed

Cross, which is 2% the Ilin 3tret in the building Tormerly occcupied by Viorov &
gons?® Store.

Tith 2 surprising rapidity and Ztienticn togeiher with & friendly and co-
orerative spirit almost in ons wesk was stabusnad out of this store a wondsriul
hespitale.

Questionins the sick in the hos 1$al not oOne had any claims nor hints for any
dissatisfaction nor cormplaint s w atscevar, .‘n-a ick ars perfectly satisfied with
the reging and rules of the nospisule. Ths sick are well taken care of, everywhere
is most wonderful order, pls.ty of = dicamems, urnd arwear and imsense depot of
provisionse IZxcellent food - Next to the hospital 1s established a free dispensayy

for sick paopls, where daily cCus huandreds of
gick are 2lsoc furnishzd free with msdic ins.

it is very pleas.m to sese such hearty and frisndly rslations towards
tharefore I consider it g pleasant duty to note the zbove said «nd sincerel:
the representatives of the American peopde in the parson ofs the 1**~r)1rer of

A i harsd n S wmea s 1t Acam Tl TP resca e waen Na o oA m o . 2o - 3% 4 « e

pecple to gat medical treatment,

the

2

ot
oy
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Srasant: Coairman Z. Te Ysanjopolski,
Lambers V. P G chp“ee,

AO L- “’G?S‘k‘i.
Sea 'y I. Ae Anncyn.

Reported: le Rerort of the Chairmaa sbout the tramefer of the American Hospital
Noe. 1 $¢ the Zemshivo as a gifte.

Decided: To express in ths name of the county population its thanks for the
valuable gift of american psople in the person of their representatives: Chief
of the Siberian Delegation Fajor Zversole and Cclenel Morrow, Commanding ths
Amarican Troopse %o inform ths entire populaticn of the couty of the gifte. To
reg:ast Vajor Eversole and Colonel Morrow tc lsave at Zemstvo for the hospital
their piciures end their own hand written sigrotures. To0 name the Verkhne-Udinsk
Zemskaya Bospital Red Cross Hospital, and to be used for the poor population of
the countye A copy.cf the fol.iowing decision t0 be sent to0 the imarican Govern~
mont and paople for informution tnrough I jor Zversele and Colonal Morrowe The tri-
giral with the propsr signature,

Trus Copys
Sounty Zemskaya City ali

L

"

Jecretary's Signature,.

1

and the order f£rom the Secosd ilitary Tistriet cof the Zai~Zailxal Previace:

To the 2nd sdilitary District of Lzi-Zzikd Iroviuca.

Verzhne=Udinsik e Tsae 1la Uetober 1&tk, 1319,

Qctober 9%h, 1518, I togetiesr with meo-bers of the burean, th2 Jomxmitias i
help the sick anmd '-munrlnd, visited the Verkhne-Udi.sw os;oitw. of ths ‘merican Ssd
Cross, which i1s at the Ikin Stret in ths building forerly cooupied by Vtorov &
Sona' 3torae

Tith & surpr
crerative spirit aim
hosnital.

Quest lonin;: tha &
dissatisfactiom nor coumpl
tke roging and rules of
is most woaderful ordsr, D

The zick are we

i a'v;:v.n care of 4 every\- Ther
of wadicaments, underwear wad
1

imuenze uetot of

provisions. HAzcellent foid - Next Lo the hospiftal 1s astablished z Tree disvensary
for sick pecple, whers dully cCue huadreds of [20pis t0 st medical frestment, the

830k are also furnished fras vwith medicing.

zid ¢

Golowel Livrr uncls wnose im ediute supervision an persoual
his 30 aata al enaxygy, the hospistnl was built. Llso Doctior
re aond the aatire hospital versoniel, wno wirk 50 nard 7or the
1 wie for thelr gsrupsathy o thae nseds of She sick and woundsd,

Hilivary Governox
Lailr Gewmrel -‘eval.,“,

City DOomoan dant

Gelosel Ivashkevitzed



fhat on end c0w fasling extended Lo e pecpls of 2l races is shown
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BCoiomal . e H0TIT0V,

275h Te e infantry,

Bxpsditlonayry Forces in Sibaria
Tng Vorknne ~Udinsk Braumch of the Zast-5lbsrian Chivese Jatlonsl Union heraby

brings 1o you, deur Colonel, the most si cere 4 .uks for the protection offared

to subjects of the Chiunese Ilepublic, residing at Verkhne-Udlusk and its swburhs, who

wera 211 the time without an official representativeas. Bxpressing its gratitude to

vou for nhe protection, the Union sincerely belleves that in the future, you, dasr

Colonel, will offer as well, protection to subjecis of Chinu,

~

Terkhne-Udiusk, Junvary 14th, 190,

Fresidenk: Tin-lan-ven; Vice= resident: in-vilgy; kembers of the sidministration,
Fin~zin-lin, Un~hoshyn, ru~-cei=-tgsal, Ko=si-~ho, Hun-ho-nish, Un-tai= hegh, Yan~-han-cim,
MTamegum~-chan , Kun-hosk, U=shen-ho, Cin~li-u, Dzi-fyn-hin, Ich=-cen, Can-i=un."

28. The Commaasding Ufficer desirss Lo express to ilr. Chanan Siiverman his
high sppr=ciation of a splesdid sarvica wiways cheerfully and accurataly rendersds

Krs sSilverman as the Russian Engiish grorebar of e A,eaaﬁu;.r,erq was called upon
at 211 houwrs of the dasy and nighte His splandid atfaiamsois as an iaterprster, his
sterling honesty, his devotion to America and .merica’s cause ana idesls, won for him
the respect, confidence and admiration of ali. In uay success tnat might have fulled
to the regiment, Mre Silver:an gertainly is entitled to 2 large shars of the cradite

29, In June Red Cross echelous bagu t0 pass throvgh Verkhne~Udingk bound for
the weste Late in Yuly thrsee Red Cross echelons reached Irkutsk and were lying in
the yards at that pluce unable to secure quarters for tls femule persomel. The Red
Cross reported the situstion to the American Commander aud reguested that he provide
quarters for £ Red Cross officers and 25 Red Cross nurses in the camp at Verkhe-Udinske
This was gludly done. 4 complets camp was established for the nurses witk mess hulil,
kitchen, bath~hoise, 8C., near tie nain camp. The officers were fuwrnished tents on
the 55aff linae o large building on ths min street of Verkhne-Udinsk which had forme
erly been used as a wholssals :ﬂd ratall dencrtment stors was secured for the use of
the Ked Or¥oss as a hospitals. his buliding was rapldly placed in excellent shaype
for hosplital purposes. Sixiy ausirian war yrisoners were secured by the Commanding
Officer, rlacad under guard of wmerican scidiers, and turned ovéer to the Red Cross
for thelr various purposes. Ths =rmy in every way assisted the Red Cross, giving
them rolling kitchens, cots, mattresses and mabttress covers, as well as selling to
to them all necessities tisy reguired, han {he weather becams cold enovugh to re~
quire their use, fur caps &1z gi.ves, sheepskin coats and artic overshoes wers also
furaisheds 0On auiust 28th the following telegrum was received:

wIriabsk, Siberizy, OColonel Morrow, Verkhne-Udindk.
Have decided to evacuals to the eastward of the tunnel sector all fe-'r;le
persmnel now wast of Balkal. am gmding thirty-oas nurses to Verkhuae-
Udinsk itounight, Please Inform Bucher requwsting that he provide gusrters
at hoapitale. Also of tie probablilisy of the early arrival of an addition~
al thirty female persomnnel. If impracticable to send additional versomnel
to Verkhne-Udinsk kindly advise me immediately. Conditions t0 west
eritical. GOreatly appreciate your valuable assistance and hearty cocpera-
41 one

ien grt %,
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.-‘q;e telomary 5o in Sibaria,.

Tre Veorkhns-Udinsk Brench of the Zast~Siberian Chinese Natiomal Union hersby
brings to you, dear Colonal, the mest simers thanks for the protection of fered
to subjects of the Chinese -.erublic, residing at Verkhne~Udinsk and its suburbs, who
wers all tle time without =n officinl representative. Expressing its gratitude to
you for the protection, tke Union sincersly believes that in the future, you, dear
Colonel, will offasr as well, protevtion t o subjects of Chinma.

Verkhne ~Udinsk, January l4th, 1920,

President: Tin-lan-ven; Vice-President: Tin-vilay; Lernbers of the Jiministration,
Fin-zin-lin, Un-hoshyn, Fu-taei-tsai, Ko=-si~-ho, Ean~ho-nish, Un~tai= hesh, Tan-han-cim,
Tam=gim=chan , Kun-hosh, U-shen-ho, Cin=li-u, Dzi-fyn-hin, Ichecen, Can-imun,"

28, The Commaading Ufficer desires to express t¢ Yr. Ckhanan 3iiverman his
high appraciation of = splendid service z2lways cheerfully and accurately rendersd.
Mpre Silverman as the Russian Znglish interpreter of the Headquarters was called upon
at all hours of the day and nighte. IHis spiendid attainrents as an interpreter, hiaz
sterling honesty, his devotion to america and .merica's cause and ideals, won for him
the resrect, confidence and adriration of all. In any success that might have f:.lled
t0 the regiment, Xre. 3ilver an certainiy is entitled to & large share of the credit,

29, In June Red Cross achelons bsgun to pass throwl Verkhne-Udingk bound for
the weste Late in July three Ped Cross echelons reached Irkutsk and wers iring in
the yards at that place unable to secura cuarters for he female rersounel. he Red
Crosa reported the situation to the American Commander aud raquested that he provide
quarters for 5 Red Cross officers and &£5 Red Cross nmurses in the camp at Verkhe~-Udlnsk.
This was rladly done. A complete eamp was established for the nurses with mess hzll,
kitchen, bath-hoise, tecC., mear the wmain camp. The officers were furnisied tents on
the 3taff lipe. A large building on She main strast of Verkhne-Udinsk whick hac forme
erly been mssd as o wholsesale and ratzil deccrbtment sbore was secured {or the use of
the Red C¥oss as a hospitals This building was rupidly placed in excelliasnt shape
for hospital purposess Sizty Austrian war irisoners were secured by tha Jorrmnding
Officer, placed under guard of Americex scldiers, ane fturned over Lo the Hod Cross
for their various purposese. The Army iu every way assisbted the Haed Oross, giving
then rolling kitchens, cots, mattresses «nd mattress covers, as wsll as selling to
to them all rescessities thsy required. 'T.en the weather bscars ¢old snoigh to re=-
quire their use, fur ocups znd gloves, sieepskin coals and asrtic overshoss were alse
furnisheds On Ausust <5%h the followiny tolegrum was recelved:

"Irimabsk, Siterise Colenel lNorrow, Varkhne-Udingk,

Have dacideu to avacuate to the easbward of the tummsl sector sll f2-lie
persmnal now west of Balkal. . g ndine thiriy-ons narses to Verkhne-
Udinsk tonight. Pleass inform Bucher requesting that ha provide puarters
at hospitals «wlso of tie probabllisy of the 2ariy arrival of an addition=-
4l $hirty femals ;ersoniel. If impracilcetle £0 s3nd wddisiond persommel
to Varkhne-Udinsk Xindly advise me imrediabtely. Oc.difions to west
eriticals Orewtly a preciabte youwr valiable assistanze and hsarty coopera-

t1 Ona

e ot §F
LS HBE .

Shirty=cne nurses and the

4
owmedated lu the campy wmd the
3 r
A t‘,’ g b]
AS

e =i
SV 2mLar

sliroad

n;\,. ot
-




ead they did mach to ralse $the morale of the regirsai, additionmul bullilngs ware
sacured in the city t¥ the Commanding Officer for hoapitals and \nurtars for tha
mirsese. Howeaver, they were not utilized at this time as in a few days the policy

-~

of the Red Cross changed and by far the larger rart of the fenuls peruo,n;xel was ra-
turned to Irkubsk and the weste They were latar seni back Verkhne-Udinsk, then rg-
turned to Irkutsk sad then finally returned to Verkhue-Udinsk in Dscember, soms
thirty being left in Ixtutsk to be caught in tke revelution on December 24th at
that place. This last unit arrived at Verklme-“dinsk in the sarly part of Jmua. y
and was finally evacuated from that point. It can but be adnitied that ths con-
tinual moving backwards amd forwards by the Ead Cross caused the greatast counfusion
and resulted in a great loss of efficiency, and in a large way preveanted this aoble
and efficient body of women from performing tre grest work they were 50 ¢cupuble of,
and s0 greatly desired to perform.

30e In Cotcber 19192, cases of influenza begun t 0 appear in ths reglment am
in November the disease became epidemic. The dissase was at and Jjust pricr to this
time epidemic in the Japanese garrison whiich irrediataly joined the amsrican gar-
rison. Svary prevaatitive measure kmown L0 th» Zurgeom or to the Commanaing Officer
was at once put into effecte The post exchangse resi.uwxranl and the Y.ll.Cede wore
cloged; men wers prchibited from assembling in groups =nd from entering public places;
no man was permitted to leave the garrisca uniess on officlial business; shelter Ladves
wora hung batween the cots of the men, thus making = cubicle for each mang cutrains
ware hmng tnrough the center of the tables during mess; the throats of of ficers and
men were sprayved thres times daily; argyrol was dro.ped in the eyes of zll officars
and men three times dxily; double timing and other viclent exercises out of doors
were stopped; mess kils were plunged into boiling water beiors wnd after mesls; this
latter precaution had been in effect since the arrival of bths regiremt at Verikhne-
Udinsk. In spite of these precantions and the efforts of the redical officers, the
disease spread and many men "rere loste Just a short tims prior to this most of the
experisnced men of the liedical Department om duty with the regiment had bsen relieved
amd sent to ths United States; they were replaced by recruits having no knmowledge of
thair duties ans totzlly unfit to be trusted with serlous cases of any anature. s i%
wag known that at this time there were more American trained nirses in ths Ked Cross
hospital at Verkhne-Udinsk than could be used and the medlical of ficers had found it
impossible tc eoffsctively combat the disease with the untrained medical personnel
under their comma:d, the Commanuing Officer requested that twelve nurses be sent to
the Regimental hospital {Ffield Hospital LHo. &) for duty. These nurses were promptly
furnished and at once euntered upon their duties. The effect of thelr work and their
presence was slmos: immediately apparent and within a2 month the spidemic was over.
The gervices of thess american glrls can not be too highly commended; without their
highly trained services many of ithe men now living would mzdoubtedly have died of
the ianfluenzae.

3ls Immediately aftisr the attack on the American detachment at Posolskaya vy
the amored train “"Destroyer, it was strongly rumored that the local Samsuoff forces
had received orders %o attack ths imerican forcas and take from the capturad armored
train and also that largs reenforcements would be sent from Chita, The sustro-Hung-
arizn priscnsrs-of-war st 3aresovka had a very friendly feeling tawards the imerican
cormend these rumors alarmed them greatly. They therefore held a sacret conferance
to decide what action, if any, thsy would tuke in case the a-erican force was attacked.
The following day, and as a result of the confarence, the senior of ficer of the war
prisoners called on the Cormanding Officer at the American Headquarters and offerad
to the Amsrican Commander, for any duty whatsoever, the services of himsslf and a
thousand voluntsers, each man being a fully trained soldier, smd a veteran of the
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2.1?:-:1::; SC oLrZuisE mG e west Jrher ware later sSent Pack Varkhne-Udlinsk, then o=
sarnad To Jr&Autsg and thaa zmally returned %0 Verkhne-Udinsk in December, soms
“’ﬂzr,y being i1=ft in Irkutsk to be causht in tne revolution on December 24th at
that plagce, inhis last wnit arrived at Verkhns-Ydinsk in the early part of Jmua y
and was Tinally avzcusted from that point.s It can but be admitted that ths con-
tinual moving backwards and foywards by the Red Cross caussd the greatest confusion
md resulted in a great loss of efficiency, amd in a large w2y prevented this noble
#d efficient body of women from performing the great work thsy were so capable of,

and 30 greatly desired to perform.
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&0e In Optoher 1919, cases of influenzs began t 0 appear in the regiment am
in Hovember the dissas2 becams epidemic. The disease was at and just prior (o this
time epldemic in ths Japmese garrison vhich immediately joinsd the amsrican gar~
rison. ZEvery preventitive measure known to ths Surgeom or tco the Commanding Cfficer
was at once put into effecte The post exchange restaurant and the Y.l.C..i. were
cloged; men were prohibited from assembling in groups and from santering public places;
no man was permitted t0 leave the garrism unless on official business; shalter lulves
wore hung between the cots of the men, thus making 2 cubicle for each rang cutraing
ware hung tnrough the center of the tables during msss; the throats of of ficers and
men were sprayed three times daily; argyrol was dropped in the eyes of zll officsers
and men three timas duily; double timing and other violent exercises ocut of dcors
were stopped; mess kils were plunged into boiling water before and after mealsi this
latter precaution had been in effect since the arrival of the regiremt at Verkhne-
Udingkke In spifte of these pracautions and the efforfts of the medical officers, the
disease spread and many men -era loste Just a short time prior to this most of the
experisnced men of the liedical Department on duty with the regimeat had been rslisved
amd sent to the United States; they were replaced by recruits having no kmowledge of
their duties and totally unfit to be trusted with serlous cases of any nature, =s it
was knowvm that at this time there were mors american trained nwses in tha Red Cross
hospital at Verkhms-Udinsk than could be used and the medleal officers had found it
impossible to effectively combat the disease with the untrained medical personnel
under their command, the Commanding Cfficer requested that twslve marses be sent to
the Reglmental hospital (Field Hospital uJo. 4) for duty. These nurses weare promptly
furnished sni at once enterad upon their duties. <he effsct of tieir work and their
prasence was almost immediately apparent and wiathin a moanith the spidemic was over.
The services of these Amarican girls can nct be t00 highly cowmmended; without their
highly trained services many of the men now living would undoubtedly have died of
the iafluenza.

31,  Irmediately after the attack on tha american detachment at Posolskayaz by
the amored train "Destroyer", it was stromgly rumored that the lccal Sarenoff forces
had recelved orders %o attack the jirericuan forcss and taxe from the ecapturesd armored
train and zlso that largs reenforcements wouid be sen. from Chita. %he fustro~Hung-
arisn prisonsrs~of-war at 3arescvka had a very friendly feeliny towards the ‘merican
comnend Lhess rumors alarmed them greatly. They therefore held a secrst conferance
to deside what wction, if sny, they would tuke in casse the urerican force was atbtacked,
The following day, and as o rasult of the confersnce, the senior of ficer of the war
prisoners czlled on the Cormunding vUificer at the Lnerican Lead wucrters and offered
t0 the imsrican Commander, for auy dubty whuatsoever, the services of himsslf and a
thousana volunizers, each man being a fully trained soidier, and a veteran of the
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