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It’s been a full year since The Filson opened the 
new Owsley Brown II History Center and unveiled 
major renovations to the Ferguson mansion. In that 
time we’ve learned just how valuable this expansion 
is and how much it will do to create a new future 
for The Filson. 

The Dan and Frances Street Hall on the first 
floor of the new building and Caperton Hall on the 
second floor are elegant and well-appointed lecture 
halls. Each of these rooms will accommodate audi-
ences of more than 200, quite an improvement over 
the old lecture space in the mansion which held 
75 people at most. Every month, The Filson holds 
programs that simply wouldn’t have fit in the for-
mer space. The sound system is far better and the 
technology far more advanced. Both spaces are also 
available to outside groups, with rental income con-
tributing to the cost of maintenance.

Our new stacks wing is already filling fast with 
new acquisitions and materials formerly stored off 
site. The climate control systems ensure the low 
temperatures and humidity that preserve the life of 
archival materials and museum pieces.

The Carriage House has been transformed into 
a welcome hall and beautiful exhibit gallery. Because 
the new entrance is at ground level, visitors are no lon-
ger forced to contend with stairs. The welcome hall 
serves double duty as a place for receptions and a gath-
ering place for an increasing number of school groups.

The Ferguson Mansion has been transformed 
with a new library and research room, a more open 
layout, and beautifully restored oak floors. Visitors 
on the daily tours take delight in the refreshed origi-
nal finishes of the grand parlors on the first floor. 
Improved lighting throughout the mansion shows 
off the many paintings on display.

In only one year the new and expanded spaces 
have allowed better programs and exhibits. They 
have contributed to a climate of professionalism 
and excellence in Filson activities. For all of this we 
are grateful to the many people whose gifts made 
the campus expansion a reality. Thank you.

Craig Buthod, 
President and CEO

Included in this edition is information about our 
Board of Directors. We are delighted to have added Stu-
art Goldberg, Marianne Welch, Elizabeth Clay, Morris 
Weiss, M.D., and Larry Muhammad in recent months. 
We have made significant progress in our ambition to have 
a board that more fully represents our entire community.

In addition to hiring and overseeing the President/
Chief Executive Officer and establishing policies, a key 
responsibility of the board is to set the strategic direction 
for the organization. In its 2015–2019 Strategic Plan, the 
board reaffirmed The Filson’s mission statement, which is 
essentially unchanged since our founding in 1884…”to 
collect, preserve, and tell the significant stories of Ken-
tucky and Ohio Valley history and culture.” Our Mis-
sion statement and our core values continue to reflect 
our desire to be a nationally recognized center, a gather-
ing place for scholars, and to have informative, creative 
and fully-funded programs to share our collections and 
research. All of this is to be done in an open, accessible and 
inclusive manner to serve everyone in our community.

Many key goals and strategies identified in the current 
plan have been accomplished including the completion of 
the Cornerstone Capital Campaign (which exceeded the 
$11.75 million target), the completion of the renovation 
of the Ferguson Mansion and the Carriage House, the con-
struction of the Owsley Brown II History Center, modern-
izing the Society’s organizational structure through amend-
ments to the by-laws, successfully managing the retirements 
of three key staff members (Director Dr. Mark Wether-
ington, Deputy Director Judy Miller, and Rick Anderson, 
Director of Development), increasing memberships and 
annual giving, the completion of the virtual card catalogue, 
and the installation of digital imaging technology. 

Given these accomplishments, we believe that it is 
appropriate for the board to embark on an endeavor, 
beginning in December, to update and revise the cur-
rent strategic plan through 2023. We plan to complete 
this work by Spring of 2018 and will keep you posted.

For those of you who attended the annual Filson 
House Tour, I think you will agree that it was terrific! 
Our sincere gratitude goes to the owners who gra-
ciously opened their homes to our members, to our 
volunteers who participated and to Dr. Julie Scoskie 
and her team who pulled it all together.

Carl M. Thomas, 
Chairman of the Board

BOARD MEMBERS
Carl M. Thomas 

Chairman of the Board

A. Stewart Lussky 

Vice President

W. Wayne Hancock 

Secretary

J. Walker Stites, III 

Treasurer

William C. Ballard, Jr. 

Phillip Bond 

J. McCauley Brown 

Elizabeth Clay 

Kenneth H. Clay 

Marshall B. Farrer 

Stuart Goldberg 

Laman A. Gray, Jr. 

Robert E. Kulp, Jr. 

Larry Muhammad 

Patrick R. Northam 

Anne Brewer Ogden 

H. Powell Starks 

John P. Stern 

Morris Weiss, M.D. 

Marianne Welch 

Orme Wilson III

Filson Staff
Kathryn Anne Bratcher 

Craig Buthod 

Jennifer Cole 

Johna L. Ebling 

Jamie Evans 

Abby Glogower 

James J. Holmberg 

Maureen Lane 

Jana Meyer 

Kelsey Pennington 

Heather Potter  

James Prichard 

Aaron Rosenblum 

Marion Salmon 

Scott Scarboro 

Julie Scoskie 

Kate Wanke 

LeeAnn Whites 

Laura Kerr Wiley 

The Filson
is published quarterly by

The Filson Historical Society

1310 S. 3rd St.

Louisville, KY 40208

We welcome your feedback

and story ideas.

Phone: (502) 635-5083

www.filsonhistorical.org

info@filsonhistorical.org

OUR MISSION:

To collect, preserve, and

tell the significant stories

of Kentucky and Ohio

Valley history and culture.

FROM THE PRESIDENT FROM THE CHAIR



Recent Acquisitions
Papers, paintings, photos, and more continued to be added to The Filson’s collection in recent 
months. Whether a photograph of the long gone Warren house that once graced the southeast 
corner of Fourth and Muhammad Ali or a memory painting by African American folk artist 
Helen La France, these and the many more additions to the collection all help tell the story 
of Kentucky and Ohio Valley history and culture.

The Warren house on the southeast corner of 4th 
and Walnut (now Muhammad Ali) in Louisville, 
ca. 1905. Gift of Allen Schubert. 

“Laundry Day” by Helen La France, no date. La France lived in Graves 
Co., Ky. The theme of “Laundry Day” was a popular topic in her memory 
paintings.

Mammoth Life and Accident Insurance Company promotional outing, no 
date [ca. 1920s]. This African-American owned insurance company head-
quartered in Louisville played an important role in the African-American 
community. Gift of Nancy Demartra.

Photo of the A. S. Blunk Heating Company store, 
425 S. Third St., Louisville, Ky., 1925. Gift of 
Louise and Michael Slaven.

Anti-Happy Chandler political leaflet issued by 
the Democratic supporters of Ned Breathitt as 
the Democratic nominee for Kentucky governor 
in the 1963 election. Gift of Mildred Ewen. 
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In preparation for my November 
presentation at The Crescent Hill Public 
Library titled “Carnegie Libraries in 
Louisville” I’ve been scouring The Filson’s 
collections looking for material on the history 
of Louisville’s libraries. Resources reveal that 
Louisville wasn’t the first Kentucky city to 
have a library, in fact, it didn’t even make 
the top ten. The first Free Public Library of 
Louisville opened in 1908 when Andrew 
Carnegie donated $250,000 for construction 
of the Downtown Branch. It should be 
noted however, that the Free Public Library 
of Louisville was segregated for the first 
forty years of its existence and “Free” did 
not mean inclusive for many of Louisville’s 
citizens. Opening the same year as the Main 
Branch, the Western Colored Branch served 
the African American community. The 
first of only a few Carnegie-funded African 
American libraries, Western began in 1905 
within the home of William M. Andrews 
and was open to anyone regardless of race. 
Realizing that the history of the Louisville 
Libraries wasn’t so cut and dry, I decided that 
to best understand the significance of The 
Filson’s library-related materials, I had to 
go back to the very beginning of Louisville’s 
library planning—back to 1816, the year 
that four Louisvillians made the first (and 
there were many) attempt at opening a 
library in Louisville. 

Louisville’s first crack at a library was the 
Louisville Library Company and it was created 
under the model of Benjamin Franklin’s plan 
for the Philadelphia Library (Franklin’s plan 
was created some eighty years prior, mind 

Browsing in our Archives

Free For All—Eventually

JOHNA L. EBLING | ASSOCIATE CURATOR AND EXHIBITS MANAGER 

Pamphlet detailing the incorporation of the Public Library of Kentucky. 
Rare Pamphlet, Filson Library Collection [344.092 K37 1871]
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you) and was located in the city’s courthouse. 
This arrangement lasted only six years and 
folded in 1822. It would be another ten years 
before the city tried again, this time under 
the name Louisville Lyceum. The Lyceum 
was described as a small library “commenced 
by the donations of some gentlemen.” In 
the years to follow, many private library 
societies would come and go, including the 
Mechanics’ Institute of the City of Louisville, 

the Kentucky Historical Society, The 
Louisville Franklin Lyceum, the Mercantile 
Library Association, the People’s Library, the 
Louisville Library Association, and the Public 
Library of Kentucky. In 1876, the Polytechnic 
Society was founded, and was the precursor to 
The Louisville Free Public Library.

Louisville wasn’t the only city to experience 
such a rocky road to library success. The 
requirements and standardizations associated 

with the administration and construction 
of Carnegie Libraries is due in part to the 
fact that this sort of chaotic and ill-funded 
planning (and eventual library failure) was 
common throughout the country. As for 
Carnegie Libraries, Louisville in its prime 
hosted nine. Today all of those buildings still 
stand, though only four operate as libraries—
Downtown Main Branch, Western, Crescent 
Hill, and Portland.

As part of the contract with library benefactor Andrew Carnegie, cities receiving funding for library buildings had to follow specific requirements and 
standards when constructing Carnegie Libraries. Brochures like this were used as guides for architects interested in competing for the project. Pamphlet, 
Filson Library Collection [022.3 L888 1904]

Lottery ticket used to raise funds for the Public Library of Kentucky. Lawsuits were later filed, as neither 
winners nor the library received promised funds. The Library was housed within the Central Market Building 
(pictured here) located between Fourth and Fifth Streets. It is now the site of the Kaufman-Straus Co. building, 
which also housed the library for a short time. Public Library of Kentucky Papers [Mss. C/P]

The story of Louisville Libraries from 
initial successes and failures in the 
early 19th century through 1944. Filson 
Library Collection [Libraries and Lot-
teries: A History of the Louisville Free 
Public Library, 027.4976 U58]
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A Filson Historical Society membership is the perfect gift for everyone on your list 
this holiday season! All memberships include:

• Free research in the Filson Library and Special Collections
• Free or reduced admission to all Filson events
•  Subscriptions to The Filson newsmagazine and the Ohio Valley History journal
• Discounts, exhibition previews, and more!

Purchase gift memberships online at filsonhistorical.org/membership and apply  
the discount code DEC2017 at checkout to receive 10% off your order.  
Gift memberships are also available by phone. Please call the Development office at 
502-634-7108.

This Holiday Season,
GiveHistory!

FILSON GIFT MEMBERSHIPS ARE 10% OFF
DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER!
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BY JAMIE EVANS | MARKETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS COORDINATOR

Through the years, The Filson Historical Society's Fellowship and 
Internship program has offered several fellowships, all of which are 
funded by a variety of sources. Fellowships encourage the scholarly 
use of our nationally significant collections by providing support for 
travel and lodging. Internships provide practical experience in collec-
tions management and research for graduate students. Fellows as well 
as interns are expected to be in continuous residence at The Filson. 

Fellows are chosen because their research is relevant to The Filson’s 
collections. Each fellow gives a presentation of their research to schol-
ars and the public when appropriate, and they are also encouraged 
to publish their research in our scholarly journal, Ohio Valley History. 

While most of our fellows and interns are affiliated with colleges 
and universities, there have been several who are independent scholars. 
In 2017, 12 fellows* fulfilled their time at The Filson. Below is a list of 
the fellows and their topics of study:

•  Jamie L. Brummitt, Duke University, “Protestant Relics: Religion, 
Objects, and the Art of Mourning in the Early American Republic”

•  Andrew Fialka, Ph.D Candidate, University of Georgia, “Of 
Methods and Madness: A Spatial History Approach to the Civil 
War’s Guerrilla Violence”

•  Charlene Fletcher Brown, Indiana University Bloomington, “Con-
fined Femininity: Race, Gender, and Incarceration in Kentucky, 
1865-1920”

•  Jack Furniss, University of Virginia, “States of the Union: the 
Political Center in the Civil War North” 

•  Dr. Patrick Lewis, Kentucky Historical Society, “Stratton Hammon: 
Monuments Man”

•  John Martin McMillan, Marshall University, “Impracticable, Inhos-
pitable, and Dismal Country: An Examination of the Environmen-
tal Impact on Civil War Military Operations in West Virginia”

•  Dr. Rebecca Montgomery, Texas State University, “Building 
a Base for Progress: Southern Women and African American 
Education, 1880-1920”

•  Dr. Megan Kate Nelson, Freelance writer, Path of the Dead Man: 
How the West was Won—and Lost—during the American Civil War

*Fellows as of November 1, 2017

•  Emma Newcombe, Boston University, “A Place Rendered Inter-
esting: Antebellum Print Culture and the Rise of American 
Middle-Class Tourism”

•  Dr. Aaron Purcell, Professor and Director of Special Collec-
tions at Virginia Tech, “‘With Labor’s Ranks’: Ethel du Pont and 
Labor Activism in Louisville, 1930s-1950s”

•  Alexis Smith, Indiana University, “Blurred Bondage: Native 
American and African American Slavery in the Ohio River Valley, 
1600–1820”

•  Anne Delano Steinert, University of Cincinnati, “‘How Did 
That Ever Get There?’: Locating the Covington-Cincinnati 
Bridge in the Industrializing City”

•  Andrew Wiley, University of Calgary, “‘A Steady Opposition to 
Every Evolution of Radicalism’: Conservatism, Conservatives, 
and the Civil War Era”

The Filson also hosted several interns during the year. Hannah 
O’Daniel, a 2017 graduate from the University of Louisville, was the H. 
F. Boehl intern this year. Ms. O’Daniel’s graduate research focused on 
silent historical actors in Kentucky and the United States throughout the 
nineteenth century. While she was at The Filson, she worked on several 
projects, including the Good Home Grown Music Papers with Aaron 
Rosenblum and processing the Louisville Collegiate School Records with 
Jana Meyer. Kate Breitenstein, an aspiring conservator, has been assisting 
Maureen Lane with an inventory of The Filson’s paintings this summer 
and fall. The Filson also hosted Wendy Brimhall, a graduate of Brigham 
Young University, for an outside internship. Wendy worked with Jana 
Meyer on manuscript processing and cataloged the Confederate Home 
research collection and the William Breckinridge research collection. 
She also worked on an accrual to the Porter Harned collection. In addi-
tion, she worked with Maureen on a few projects including genealogical 
research on museum items and creating a Genealogical Research Guide 
to help people who are just getting started with their genealogy research.

Our fellowship and internship program is an essential part of The 
Filson’s mission to collect, preserve, and tell the significant stories of 
Ohio Valley history and culture. For more information about the pro-
gram and the different types of awards that are given, please visit http://
filsonhistorical.org/education/fellowships-internships-2/ or contact Dr. 
LeeAnn Whites, Director of Research, at lwhites@filsonhistorical.org. 

Fellowships and Internships 
at The Filson
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How did you hear about the fellowships and internships program 
at The Filson?
I heard about the Filson Fellowships through the H-Net (Human-
ities and Social Sciences Online) listserv. It sounded perfect for 
me, as I was completing work on Mammoth Cave, and I knew the 
Filson had a number of materials related to the site. One of my 
dissertation readers, William D. Moore, was a Filson fellow in The 
past, and he also recommended I apply.

Which fellowship/internship were you offered?
I was offered a one-week Filson fellowship.

Please tell us about your visit here. Which collections were you 
most interested in? How were your interactions with the staff?
I wanted to look at materials related to tourism at Mammoth Cave 
in the nineteenth century, specifically the antebellum era. The Fil-
son has a large collection of travelogues, guidebooks, magazine 
articles, and lithographs related to Mammoth Cave travel during 
this period. I also delved into the Filson’s postbellum photography 
from Mammoth Cave. These include Charles Waldack’s 1866 ste-
reoviews, as well as photographs by Mandeville Thum, William F. 
Sesser, and Ben Hains.

The staff was extremely helpful. Every morning, the staff pulled 
items for me, and even suggested materials I might want to look 
at. In particular, Heather Potter helped me access the rich pho-
tograph archives on Mammoth Cave, many of which I had not 
known of before arriving. She helped me use the Filson’s in-house 
database of images, which helped me find the items I needed.

Tell me about your presentation to the staff. Did it go as you 
hoped? Were the staff members present able to point you in the 
direction of other collections you might not have considered?
The presentation went very well. A number of the staff attended, 
some of whom had been helping me all week. Everyone was 
enthusiastic about my project, and people offered me many help-
ful suggestions about other archives to explore and ways to push 
my argument forward. LeeAnn Whites gave me a lot of encour-
agement with this project in particular.

What was your favorite find during your visit?
The postbellum photographs - in particular, Charles Waldack’s 
stereoviews of the Cave - were my favorite find. They were well 
archived by Heather Potter, which allowed me to see a description 
and image of each photograph before pulling the physical object. 
These images offer a fascinating glimpse into how postbellum art-
ists viewed the Cave. Moreover, they demonstrate how a new tech-
nology provided a novel means of depicting the Cave.

Is there anything else you’d like us to know?
I had a terrific week at the Filson, due in large part to the friendli-
ness and assistance of the staff. Thank you for being such a helpful 
part of my dissertation research!

Filson Fellow Interview

Emma Newcombe

 Alexis Smith Dr. Patrick Lewis  Jamie L. Brummitt Dr. Megan Kate Nelson Dr. Rebecca Montgomery
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Featured Testimonial

Linda Raymond and 
Bill Ellison

Linda Raymond and Bill Ellison are 
retired journalists with a strong interest in 
history. After retiring from long careers at the 
Courier-Journal and the Louisville Times, they 
pursued their interest in history.

Bill: I moved to Louisville in 1968 
and joined The Filson pretty quickly. I had 
majored in history as an undergraduate and 
also got my masters in it. I was always inter-
ested in history, but I was working at the 
Courier-Journal.

Linda: This was a very long time ago.
B: But as you know, journalism is the 

first rough draft of history and I had an 
emphasis in American history when I got my 
masters at the University of Alabama for that 
reason. I’ve been a member ever since and 
when we got married in 1984, Linda became 
a member.

L: You know, I think we got really 
involved with The Filson in a new way when 
we started doing some history projects. We 
did a couple of smaller ones to get warmed 
up for the big one. One was on John Mason 
Strauss and the other was on Ben Harney, the 
ragtime guy. Those were published as part of 
the Encyclopedia of Louisville.

B: We retired in 2001 and that’s when we 
started writing together as a hobby. It’s a lot 
of fun and is a different kind of writing from 
what we did at the newspaper.

L: The project that really cemented 
our appreciation of what you all do is the 
book that we just finished, which is on Lou-
ise Marshall, the founder of the Cabbage 
Patch. We became interested in her through 
a book that had to do with church history, 
and we encountered some of the work she’d 
done during the depression, really serious, 

lifesaving work. That piqued Bills’ interest, 
and when we recovered from the first book, 
we wanted to do some more work on her. 
We weren’t sure we could find enough on 
her because she’s been virtually ignored by 
historians. There’s a brief piece in the Lou-
isville Encyclopedia. As it happened, about 
the time we got interested in this, the Cab-
bage Patch was having its 100th anniver-
sary and started transferring its’ records 
here [The Filson]. They had been minimally 
curated, they were eventually 40 cubic feet 
of records that were transferred here. When 
they came, they were pretty raw and Jen-
nie [Cole] started going through them, 
and she was really wonderful, pinpointing 
things we would be interested in. We even-
tually went through everything that she did 
and we spent a lot of hours in the reading 
room going through that stuff. One day, I 

was at the Cabbage Patch glancing over a 
book case and lo and behold, here’s some-
thing that said “Louise Marshall’s Diary” 
and it was her diary from when she was a 
teenager! The Cabbage Patch said, “Sure, 
you can look at it” and they just handed it 
to me. I looked at it and thought, “no no 
no, I’m not going to go romping through 
this.” So I brought it to The Filson and Jen-
nie photocopied it and put it on CD’s so we 
could really look at it, and it was incredible. 
The Filson’s willingness to work with us on a 
project like this was just wonderful. It made 
all the difference in making Ms. Marshall 
real and telling her story. There were tape 
fragments and they helped us play them. 
Jennie flagged a scrapbook at once because 
she knew it would be important to us. The 
Filson was just a critical part of us being 
able to do this work.

Join us on March 20, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. for a lecture 
with Bill and Linda on their book, The Two Lives 

and One Passion of Louise Marshall, Founder of the 
Cabbage Patch Settlement
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In October, The Filson Historical Society’s Institute 
for Advanced Study held a two-day conference, From 
Colonial Encounters to the Iraq War: Prisoners of War 
and Their Place in History, in the Owsley Brown II His-
tory Center. The conference was underwritten by the 
C. E. & S. Foundation and attended by 55 people with 
nearly half of the audience falling into the student and 
non-member category. 

The opening keynote for the conference gave an over-
view of the history of prisoners of war in American Mili-
tary History and how they were used in military strategy. 
Conveners Lorien Foote, Associate Professor at Texas 
A&M University, and Daniel Krebs, Associate Professor 
at the University of Louisville, talked about how they 
(POWs) were more than just a number. They played an 
integral part in the outcomes of battles. The speakers 
touched on how prisoners of war were used in ancient 
societies and how they are used today.

This conference covered a variety of topics, includ-
ing the politics and ideology of captivity in war, the cul-
tural history of captivity, and the search for prisoner of 
war memories and memoirs. Throughout the two days, 
attendees learned about the American POW experience 
and the experiences of POWs in other countries. Sev-
eral European encounters were covered, and the present-
ers documented the POW experience well into the 20th 
century. In the Friday evening keynote, Paul Springer, Air 
Command and Staff College, spoke about the forgotten 
casualties in modern warfare, an interesting presentation 
on the way that the military is becoming roboticized. 
While this is good for keeping people out of the fight, his 
take is that soon all fighting will be done by machines, 

which speaks to the automation of not only the military, 
but society as well.

Overall, the conference was a success and The Filson 
received many compliments from attendees and present-
ers alike. Many presenters stated that it was a pleasure to 
speak to such an informed audience and they appreci-
ated the beautiful surroundings. Several of the present-
ers took the opportunity to do research in The Filson’s 
collections while they were in Louisville. The Filson has 
earned a reputation for bringing good speakers to Lou-
isville. Conference attendees reported that they thought 
this was an excellent conference. They said not only was 
the topic very interesting, but they found the presenters 
well informed and they learned a great deal.

From Colonial Encounters to the Iraq War: Prisoners of 
War and Their Place in History is also part of an inter-
national conversation about prisoner of war history. In 
Spring 2018, a conference on this topic will take place 
at East Straudsburg University in Switzerland. The con-
veners have also proposed to pull the articles and papers 
shared here into an anthology on prisoner of war history.

If you are interested in learning more about the pris-
oner of war experience or want to catch a session you 
might have missed, podcasts of the sessions are available 
on The Filson’s website for members (filsonhistorical.org/ 
education/filson-institute-conferences/). The coordinat-
ing Power Point presentations will also be available for 
those who would like to follow along. Additionally, if 
you are interested in reading any of the papers, please 
email Jamie Evans, Marketing and Public Relations 
Coordinator (jevans@filsonhistorical.org), and she will 
provide you with a read-only copy via Dropbox.

FROM COLONIAL ENCOUNTERS TO THE IRAQ WAR: 
PRISONERS OF WAR AND THEIR PLACE IN HISTORY

RECAP:

JAMIE EVANS | MARKETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS COORDINATOR

12 The Filson WINTER 2017



Volunteer Opportunities at The Filson
The Filson Historical Society is building its volunteer base for 2018! 
Volunteers will be responsible for:
 •  Greeting patrons in a friendly manner
 •  Registering patrons for research and collecting research fees
 •  Answering the phone and directing phone calls to appropriate 

staff members
 •  Registering people for events using SimpleTix, our online 

event registration platform
 •  Directing patrons and visitors within the building/campus 

according to their needs
 •  Office-related tasks such as folding/stuffing envelopes for mailing

Volunteers should be comfortable using a computer and 
Windows 7. Our volunteers regularly use internet based programs 
such as DonorPerfect, our membership database, and SimpleTix, 
our event registration platform, as well as Microsoft Office.

If you are interested in serving as a front desk volunteer, please 
contact Julie Scoskie, by phone at (502) 635-9289 or by email at 
julie@filsonhistorical.org. 

Please look for more volunteer opportunities becoming available 
in the coming months!

The Filson Historical Society has been awarded the 
Thomas D. Clark Award of Excellence 

The Thomas D. Clark Award of Excellence is presented to a local historical organization for 
outstanding achievement throughout 2016. Last year was a year of transformations and new 
beginnings for The Filson Historical Society. The organization completed a major expansion of 
its campus, creating 20,000 square feet of new event, archival, exhibit, and community space. 
The expansion increased the programming capacities, gallery spaces, and long-term archival 
storage for The Filson, allowing the organization to offer new community engagement oppor-
tunities, including family and youth programming and rotating gallery exhibits. The Filson 
offered 68 public events tied to their mission to collect, preserve, and tell the significant stories 
of Kentucky and the Ohio Valley history. 

With a staff of 19 full- and part-time members and 12 volunteers, The Filson continues to 
make history relevant and accessible to Louisvillians through lecture series, rotating exhibits, 
and collection care and processing. 

For their facility expansion, new programming, and continued dedication as a cultural 
anchor in the community, a trusted academic resource, and a center for lifelong learning, the 
2017 Thomas D. Clark Award of Excellence was presented to The Filson Historical Society. 
Julie Scoskie, Vice President, Jennie Cole, Manager of Collections Access, and Laura Wiley, 
Director of Membership and Development, accepted the award on behalf of The Filson.

From left: Jennie Cole, Manager of Collections 
Access; Constance Alexander, President of the 
Kentucky Historical Society; Julie Scoskie, Vice 
President; and Laura Wiley, Director of Member-
ship and Development.

Call for Volunteers
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The Great War through the 
Lens of Jack Speed

BY JANA MEYER | ASSOCIATE CURATOR OF COLLECTIONS

John “Jack” Speed was a 23-year-old  agri-
culture student at Purdue University when 
President Woodrow Wilson pressed Con-
gress for a declaration of war against the Ger-
man Empire. Immersed in his studies as well 
as his social life as a member of both a theater 
group and Phi Delta Theta fraternity, Speed 
was nevertheless aware of the 
impending call to arms. In a let-
ter home to Louisville he declared 
that he would hate for the country 
to sidestep war and lose national 
honor, despite the lives that would 
be lost in the conflict. On April 6, 
1917, Congress made the momen-
tous decision to lead the country 
into World War I and Speed gave 
his unreserved support.

He and other students at Pur-
due were advised to complete their 
coursework before enlisting in the 
officer’s reserve corps, agricultural, 
or engineering work. Purdue’s 
conservative approach was criti-
cized by more belligerent voices, 
but Speed stood by university 
administrators. In his view, true 
patriotism was distinguished by its 
calm, rational, and quietly coura-
geous nature—not the hysteria of 
the “war mad” eastern colleges or 
of those participating in jingois-
tic meetings. He told his father, 
“I believe that the louder a man 
howls about patriotism, the less 
patriotic he is…. He is the first 
one to show the yellow flag.”1

Setting aside a promising summer job 
opportunity, Speed entered the Officer’s 
Training Corps at Fort Harrison, Indiana. 
At the camp, he learned artillery work—an 
assignment he much preferred to his stint the 
previous summer in infantry service along the 
Mexican border. In the military Speed found 

himself in the company of like-minded men. 
In a letter to his mother he wrote, “You 
can’t imagine how pretty it is to see about 
two thousand men going through exercises. 
The men all worked together almost like a 
machine.” He described his fellow enlistees 
as an “honorable” group; he had no sympa-

thy for the “yellow-bellied” who 
avoided service or critics of the 
government. At the end of the 
summer he received his commis-
sion as a 2nd Lieutenant.

On September 7, 1917, Speed 
boarded the S.S. Manchuria, en 
route across the Atlantic to the 
Western Front. More training 
followed, this time in the fields 
of France. In his limited leisure 
time Speed explored the streets of 
Paris—the girls used “too much 
powder and paint”—and toured 
the foreign countryside on horse-
back and by bicycle. To his father 
he wrote detailed descriptions of 
French agricultural practices, par-
ticularly fascinated by the organi-
zation of farmsteads and methods 
of fertilization: “The [manure] pile 
must have been all of a hundred 
and fifty feet long, thirty feet wide, 
and twelve or fifteen high.… There 
were carts backed up loading it to 
carry it to the small farms.”

In spring 1918, Speed’s regi-
ment, the 150th Field Artillery, 
joined the 5th and 6th French 
armies on the front lines. At the 

A self-portrait of John “Jack” Speed, a direct descendant of the Speed 
family of Farmington plantation. His great-grandfather, James Speed, 
served as Attorney General to Abraham Lincoln. Speed labeled this 
picture “Somewhere, Dec. 31, 1917.” Speed Photo Collection, The 
Filson Historical Society.

14 The Filson WINTER 2017



front Speed experienced both the tedium and 
turmoil of war. Long stretches of quiet days 
were interspersed with the racket of poison 
gas alarms, the hum of airplanes overhead, 
and the reverberations of artillery shells. For 
Speed, it was the shells that warned him of 
his presence in a warzone: “When you hear 
them at first, they have a buzzing or whining 
sound… If it comes very close to you it has a 
rushing sound like an express train.”

War transformed Jack Speed in ways 
that many young men of his generation did 
not experience. Most Americans who served 
in the military during WWI did not experi-
ence battle, being instead assigned to support 
roles. Only 40% were assigned combatant 
roles, with even many of these men arriving 
too late to the front. Speed’s younger brother 
Thomas was among the many who trained for 
combat but never experienced it. In contrast, 

Speed sailed for Europe aboard the S.S. Manchuria in September 1917. He was among the first 
40,000 U.S. troops to arrive in France. Speed Photo Collection, The Filson Historical Society.

Soldiers training for artillery service in World War I at Fort Benjamin Harrison in Lawrence, Indiana. Speed attended the Officer’s Training Corps at Fort 
Harrison during the summer of 1917. Speed Photo Collection, The Filson Historical Society.

Endnotes
1  All letters quoted in this article between Speed family members are from the Speed family papers 

(Mss. A S742f), The Filson Historical Society.
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Jack was among the first 40,000 Ameri-
cans sent abroad. His prior service with the 
Indiana National Guard made him a fit-
ting candidate; he arrived in France in Sep-
tember 1917, a mere five months after the 
U.S. declared war. His regiment saw action 
at some of the most lethal battles in which 
American soldiers fought: Champagne-
Marne, Aisne-Marne, St. Mihiel, and espe-
cially, the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. His 
frequent letters home described his experi-
ences at the front.

The war’s dehumanizing effect on Speed 
was evident in his correspondence. He 
referred to the Germans in impersonal terms, 
labeling them the “Boche” or “Fritz.” He 
enjoyed watching German airplanes crash 
after hearing that they had bombed French 
hospitals and towns. Moreover, he and his 
fellow soldiers felt a distinct lack of sympa-
thy for German casualties of war. In one of 
his most disquieting passages, Speed wrote 
with pleasure about the failure of a German 
offensive and the vast numbers killed in a 
“glorious harvest for the machine gunners.”

The Filson is fortunate that Speed was 
not only a regular correspondent, but also a 
prolific amateur photographer. At the time 
of the war’s onset, technological improve-
ments resulted in cameras that were more 
portable and accessible to the general pub-
lic than ever before. During his training 
and time abroad, Speed snapped numer-
ous photos, most likely with a Vest Pocket 
Kodak, also known as “the soldier’s cam-
era.” The Speed family photograph collec-
tion at the Filson contains several hundred 
images from his WWI service, bringing to 
life the people and places in his letters. In 
Speed’s photographs we see French pas-
toral scenes juxtaposed with the arma-
ments of modern warfare. Next spring Fil-
son members and the general public are 
invited to view an exhibit featuring a few 
of these images. Through a Soldier’s Lens: 
Jack Speed’s WWI Photography will open at 
the Filson on April 6, 2018 at 4:00 p.m.

Speed (on left) in a communication trench. At the front Speed 
was the 3rd Battalion’s telephone officer, leading a team of men 
to lay and repair cable lines. Speed Photo Collection, The Filson 
Historical Society.

While stationed in Fontainebleau for additional artillery training, Speed and other officers explored the 
French countryside by bicycle. Speed Photo Collection, The Filson Historical Society.
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Staff Profile

Dr. Mark Wetherington
Senior Research Consultant, Filson Historical Society

Dr. Mark Wetherington received his B.A. and Master’s degrees in 
history at Georgia Southern and earned a Ph.D. in history in 1985 
from the University of Tennessee. Since 1983, he has been actively 
involved in the management of historical societies in Tennessee, 
South Carolina, and Kentucky. He served as director of the East Ten-
nessee Historical Society from 1986–1989 and the South Carolina 
Historical Society in Charleston from 1989–1993.

Mark joined the staff of The Filson Historical Society in 1993 as 
Director of the institution. At the time, The Filson did not have a 
presence beyond the membership who read our publications or vis-
ited to use our genealogical resources. Throughout his 22-year tenure 
as Director, he oversaw many changes and additions to the institution 
and its collections. In the first ten years alone, the organization saw a 
shift in direction from a strictly membership-based organization to a 
regional historical society. Under his leadership, The Filson expanded 
its public programs, research offerings, and scholarly research.

In 2015, Mark retired as the Director of The Filson and moved 
to the role of Senior Research Consultant. His favorite collections at 
The Filson include anything having to do with the Ohio River, river 
life, and its people. There are so many collections that include papers, 
photographs, and maps that allow researchers to gain an incredible 
amount of knowledge from Louisville’s urban history. Mark was very 
happy when The Filson acquired the Schenck-Danner collection, 
which includes records of the steamboats Ulysses P. Schenck operated 
on the Ohio River in the mid-to-late 1800s. The collection is cur-
rently being processed by Associate Curator Jana Meyer and portions 
of it are available for research. Additionally, items such as traveler’s 
accounts give a lot of insight into the lives that the people of the river 
led during this time in history.

Outside of The Filson, Mark has spent over thirty years research-
ing and writing about the history of South Georgia. His first book, 
The New South Comes To Wiregrass Georgia, 1860–1910, won the 
American Historical Association’s Herbert Feis book award in 1995. 
His second book, Plain Folk’s Fight: The Civil War And Reconstruction 
In Piney Woods Georgia, was published in 2005. He has also served as 
an adjunct history professor at the University of Tennessee and the 
University of Louisville.

Currently, Mark has circled back to the research he did as a grad-
uate student, moving more toward rural history and rural families. 
He is interested in the changing rural landscape, focusing on the 
environmental history, deforestation and what that did to people’s 
lives and to the affected communities between 1870 and 1900. 
He said, “I still find it very interesting how people’s lives changed 
over half a century and how they adapted to no longer having the 
resources of the forest to help them have a decent life. The same 
thing happened in shanty boat Louisville, with people living in that 
neighborhood for a hundred years.”
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The Thruston Legacy Circle is an honorary
society established in 2015 to recognize
those who have followed the example of
R. C. Ballard Thruston by including The
Filson in their estate plans. Since our
founding in 1884, The Filson has been
privately supported and planned giving
is an ideal way to continue that tradition
of private support.

If you have made a planned gift to The Filson 
and have not so advised us, we thank you and 
ask that you let us know so we can welcome 
you to the TLC. If you have not made a 
planned gift but would like more information 
about doing so, please call our Development 
Department at (502) 634-7108 or email Laura 
Kerr Wiley at laura@filsonhistorical.org.

TLC Members
Allan S. Atherton 
Dr. and Mrs. Harold W. Blevins
Joan Brennan
Collen Dale Bratcher
Emily Durrett and Leonard Gross
Michael N. Harreld
Henry V. Heuser, Jr.
Robert Kulp
Alton E. Neurath, Jr. and Elizabeth 

W. Neurath
Mike and Mary Dale Reynolds
Mary S. Sachs
Bill and Lindy Street
Clay and Jo Stuckey
Carl M. Thomas
George R. Bailey and Porter Watkins
Orme Wilson
Stephen R. Zollner

FILSON Membership
($5,000)
K.T. Wiedemann Foundation, Inc.

CLARK Membership
($4,999–$2,500)
Mr. and Mrs. R. Fairleigh Lussky
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Street

SHELBY Membership
($1,000–$2,499)
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Ballard, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Davis III
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Farrer
Dr. and Mrs. Laman A. Gray, Jr.
Ms. Reva Lawrence Miller
Mr. and Mrs. H. Powell Starks
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Stern
Brig. Gen. R. R. Van Stockum USMC Ret.
Mr. and Mrs. Orme Wilson

CLAY Membership
($500–$999)
Mr. and Mrs. Brooks H. Bower
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. C. James Hyslop
Mr. Harry Lee Meyer
Col. and Mrs. Robert E. Spiller
Ms. Zaurie Zimmerman

AUDUBON Membership
($250–$499)
Marchant S. and Barton H. Reutlinger M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Anderson
Mr. Michael Beckerman
Eddi A. and Gordon S. Brown
Judge and Mrs. Richard J. FitzGerald
Dr. Harlan L. Higgins and  

Mr. Paul E. Lippert
Ms. Theresa Hinton
Dr. and Mrs. Albert Hoskins III
Mr. and Mrs. J. Douglas Kannapell
Mr. John E. Keith
Mr. Rob King
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Leavell
Mr. and Mrs. Hunter G. Louis
Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Maddox
Dr. and Mrs. David S. Nightingale

Dr. I. Bruce Rosenzweig
Mr. Nathaniel Simon
Mr. Larry T. Sloan
Mr. and Mrs. Don E. Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Temple Bodley Stites
Mr. Patrick Sumner
Mr. Tad Thomas
Dr. and Mrs. B. Preston Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Van Stockum

BOONE Membership
($120–$249)
Mr. and Mrs. Neil O.W. Abney
Dr. Karen Abrams and Dr. Jeff Glazer
Dr. Lindsey Apple
Mrs. Denise Kirk Ash
Deborah and Mervin Aubespin
John and Janice Barnette
Mr. and Mrs. William Temple Beam, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bellino
Mr. Steven R. Berg
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Bernard
Ms. Janice R. Blythe
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Bohn
Jack and Brenda Brammer
Mrs. Lenore Breeden
Joan R. and Dennis J. Brennan
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Brewer, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Brian
Mr. and Mrs. G. Kenneth Brockman
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Brooks
Mr. David Brown
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Buchart
John J. Buchino M.D.
Mr. Ray B. Buckberry, Jr.
Mr. William C. Buckner
Mr. Garry Burry
Thomas D. and Myong Ae Campbell
Mrs. Sarah Van Winkle Campbell
Mr. Richard M. Campbell
Mr. George C. Castleman
Mr. Joseph W. Castlen
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold J. Celentano
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Chamberlain
Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Clark
Dr. Michaeleen Peck and Dr. Kevin Clark
Ms. Jacqueline H. Cornell
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald S. Craig
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Dr. and Mrs. John E. Crum
Ms. Carolyn Davis
Mr. and Mrs. William Dickinson
Mr. Frank P. Doheny, Jr.
Mr. Howard Downing
Dr. and Mrs. Scott D. Duncan
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Elrod
Mr. and Mrs. John L. English
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Ernst
Mr. R. Douglas Ezzell
Ms. Susan Ford and Mr. Steve Grissom
Ms. Kathrine Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, Jr.
Mr. Paul H. Fridell
Mr. and Mrs. Speed Smith Fry, Jr.
Mrs. Louise Nash Farnsley Gardner
Tony and Wanda Gast
Ms. Eleanor Gill
Mr. Roger C. Green, Jr.
Ms. Margaret Gregory
Mr. Tom L. Grissom
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Gundersen
Mr. and Mrs. William Dale Hamilton
Mr. and Mrs. John Paul Hamilton
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Hankla
Dr. and Mrs. Fredric F. Hatcher
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Hebel, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Helm
Dr. David S. Hemmer
Mr. and Mrs. William Herndon
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Hickey
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Hicks
Mr. and Mrs. H. Edgar Hill
Ms. Jamie Horwitz and  

Mr. Wesley B. Tanner
Mr. Gerald G. Hubbs
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Hudson
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Kays
Mr. and Mrs. J. Richard Keane
Mr. and Mrs. David O. Keller
Dr. Mark B. Kingston
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Kinsman, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Steven L. Klapheke
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Klausing
Mr. Keith Kleehammer
Mr. and Mrs. Ervin A. Klein, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Kohler
Mr. Doug Kremer
Dr. and Mrs. James G. Kuhns
Mr. and Mrs. Jim A. Kurz

Mr. and Mrs. Norman LeClerq
Mr. Preston P. Lee
Ms. Toni R. Leitsch
Ms. Del M. Lowell
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Lutz
Dr. Thomas C. Mackey
Mr. and Mrs. Charley Mallory
Mr. and Mrs. J. Davis Marret, Jr.
James T. and Patricia H. Marshall
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Marshall
Dr. and Mrs. Charles E. Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Julius C. Martin
Mr. David E. McCandless
Mr. and Mrs. Larry T. McClure
Ms. Callirrhoe McCrocklin
Ms. Connie L. Mele
Mr. Creighton Mershon
Mr. and Mrs. Donald G. Meyer
Emily and Andrew Miller
Mrs. Anne H. T. Moore
Ms. Frankie Moore
Mr. and Mrs. W. Austin Musselman, Jr.
Ms. Ellen van Nagell and Mr. Tim Quinn
Mrs. Mary B. Nash
Dr. and Mrs. Alton E. Neurath, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Newcomer
Dr. and Mrs. Gordon B. Newell
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Newman
Mr. J. David Niehaus
Mr. and Mrs. Gouverneur H. Nixon
Ms. Susan H. Norris
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Oetken
Dr. and Mrs. Lynn L. Ogden
Ms. Jeannette M. Ogden
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Palmer
Judge Peggy P. Patterson
Rebecca and Brad Phillips
Mrs. Ann K. Pinski Roth
George and Marti Plager
Mr. and Mrs. Graham Poindexter
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Ramser, Jr.
Mr. George W. Rapp, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Ratterman
Ms. Kathleen Reno and Mr. Tom Payette
Ms. Nancy A. Roberts and  

Ms. Maureen Berra

Ms. Robin L. Rogers and Mr. Wayne Daub
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore S. Rosky
Mr. Paul W. Ruka
Mr. and Mrs. George Sandman
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel B. Santos
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hart Shelby
Ms. Judy Shields
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Shoemaker
Mr. J. Herb Shulhafer
Mr. William W. Sims
Ms. Carolyn J. Sims
Revs. Diane and Walter Snowa
Mr. George Sotsky
Mr. and Mrs. David G. Staggs
Mrs. Pamela B. Steffen
Dr. and Mrs. Harry C. Stephenson
Mr. Thomas Stout
Mr. and Mrs. Gary M. Tanner
Brian and Bunny Taylor
Mr. Tyler Thomas
Mrs. Virginia W. Thomas
Dr. J. Milburn Thompson and Dr. Mary 
Ann Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Carson Torpey
Dr. Thomas R. Trimbur and Dr. Anna 
Laura Trimbur
Ann E. and Henry H. Triplett
Carla and Gautam Trivedi
Ms. Martha Trotter
Mr. John Van Willigen
Dr. and Mrs. G. Donald Venhoff
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn A. Vogedes
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Wagner, Jr.
Delia C. and Hugh M. Walker
Ms. Nancy Walker
Ms. Carita A. Warner
Dr. and Mrs. Norton G. Waterman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Webb, Jr.
Ms. Sharon C. Welch and  

Mr. James G. Goetz
Jerry and Donna Wesbecker
Dr. and Mrs. A. Franklin White
Mr. Joseph Willis
Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Wood
Mr. Lelan K. Woodmansee
Mr. Chester F. Zoeller, Jr.
Mrs. Elizabeth L. Turner
Ms. Ellen Venhoff
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Voyles
Dr. and Mrs. Norton G. Waterman
Mr. and Mrs. John Werst III
Mrs. Edyth J. Wheeler
Mrs. Susan Harris Wilburn
Nancy and William Wilkinson
Mrs. Susan Willmot
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Wilson
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