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History of Benjemin Linn, and hie vork as a lentucky ploneorpe

Biggraphical sketch of John iitchie, who wus a co-vorker of Limn's
and the man who most likely erected the first sour mash
distillery in Kentucky- A short blographical sketch of John

Gilftey -

it seems rather paradoxical to talk of writing the history of a
man whom we have not seen; neither is there any surviving contem-
porary of his now alive to tell us anything about his, 2 man
leaving no written record of his life or doings, save that connected
with the transfer of certain lands in the state of Kentucky, and
yet I have ventured to undertake this task, and will gladly make
you the judges of my success. 1 hope to prove a successful under-
taker § Hem,

To thie man Linn, our native state owes much of her fame, for he
was instrumental in bringing John Ritchie to Kentucky, and he laid
the broad and deep foundation of our world wide reputation by
having manufactured the first sour mash whisky made in this common-
wealth,

Tradition informs ue... e s s e N (rel.‘lﬂining lines mut 11Eted)
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John Gilkey, the Goffs, the Kings and others who all accompanied
hi: to the western portion of this state. Under the leadership of
Lin., the above named men with some othere constructed a flotilla
of five boate out of huge coplar treecs, 1he average length of
thege boats we are told was sixty fect, having a width of five
feet and being of suffieient depth,

These boats were employed not only as a means of transportatio:
vut were substantially covered and served on cccasions both as
dwellings and ‘ortifications. “ith this imposing fleeot laden
with supplies and properly nancned, under the direct lcadership
of Linn, they steered down the Licking kiver into the Ohio, and
then up the now famous Szlt River, tc the mouth of the Hovwling
Fork. From thie latt r point they made thelr way slowly up the
Beech-Fork to the mouth of a small stream in lelson County about
five miles south-east of Bardetown, Here they disembarked and
journeyed through wilderness in & northeeast direction for
about three miles, halting on the edge of a beautiful plateaun,
upon whioch one of Kentucky's earliest sst.lements was located,
viz, Linn's Fort of 8tation-z2ec it was then called, A more beauti-
ful spot could not well hsve been found in the entire stnte..,...
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stately red cedars. Lven at this late day many fite specimens of
these noble trees still remain as conumentzl survivors of the
glories of the native forests in the perilous times of our fore-
fathera,

Linn's Fort of the yeur of 1773 or theresbouts, w s probably as
well located from o willtary standpoint as it could be, consider-
ing the kind of warfarc these hardy pioneers had to wage, The
most usual method of attack was for the Indians to vesiege a
strong hold and starve or burn out the brave defenders, Thia
latter method "ae not = very successful way of killing the nale-
faces, 1f I am corrsctly informed, for our forefathers senerally
mansged to keep fire of that ind pretty well uader control.

The Fort or stockade was construected by digging a diteh around
the intended encleosure, and sciting stout ooet close torather

so a8 to form an imoenetrzble barrier, 7This forest wall had

one or more gatee, which in time of active hostillitics were
securely Garricaded. Behind such a rampart th- ploneers were
safe from any aborizinzl ifuplements of war. Linn's Fort, was
located on the brow of & hill sowe five hundred yards on a direct
line from the river, It comnanded a full view of the rising znd
setting sun. Its advantageous positicn enabled the parrieon to
sssseollOMBANIng 1ines BUSLIER0G) s iavreseiscsnsonusassnrisshsnses
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of land with an avenue i the north-esst corncr leadingz out to

a goring of the very purest water, The sorine like nearly all of
the springs in that immediate vicinlty is what is known as &
cliff or spout spring, the w ter issuing from between the ledges
of rock. The accompanying sketch will give you a very good idea
of the location of the Fort and ite reluticns to the srounds immed-
iately surrounding it. IThe rockse =t the north-weet corner of the
fort are very superficial, and in view of that faot it was necessary
to use stones to support the posts of the stockeade, in an upright
positicn as ditches could not be dug at this point. I was told by
6. G. Ritchie, Jerry hagan and John Hegan all of whom have seen
the wall standiag, that 1t was really a stone wall as much as four
feet in height, at its highest point. Its greatest elevation must
of necessity have been at the point, where the spring drained out
as will be seen from the drawing. It has only been a few years
since the stone wall was torn down. The orner at that time was
kr, "illiam Ritchie, a grand son of the original John Ritochie.

He removed the wall to keep hie cattle from injuring theuseclves,
by cornering one another between the woll and the bluff where

the spring emerzes. This was an excellent place for cattle to
punish each other as they are often wont 0 Q0seses. . (remaining
1ines nuUtilated).ueecescensnessassesesseornrovonncacsesancrsosnsse
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the blue oolors is the Beechwiork, the next largest ies now known
ag Sugar Cawp qun, foracrly Landing Hun, this being the streanm
at the mouth of which the fleet of Benjanin Linn made its final
halt. Its prescnt name woas probebly sug ested by the great
number of suger maples Iringling the hlllside:s along ite calet
waters,

Traditions tells us that the Fort of Linn spring may be known
from all others by the faot of i1ts being the only spring along
Sugar Camp Hun that empties directly intc the cre- ik, all the
other sorings flowlng into the run indirectly through s=cme other
drain, 1 investigeted this matter very closely during the past
gummer, and found that it wae correct, viz, that no other soring
emptied its waters directly into Sugar Cawp Run, but the Lian
spring. During my visi$ in compan, with Mr, Jerry Hagan, 5. O,
Ritrhle, John Hagan, John 8, Cotton and Ur,....947m, I visited
the spot where the Linn Fort stood. The first three named
gentlemen had all seen the stone wall mentioned above, and what
is toc be scen at present, confirms their statement in every pare
ticular, WMr. John Hagan who is now fifty years old was cared for
by an old colored woman who had shared many of the hard-ships of
irontier 1ife and who hud frecuently seen the Linn residence. I

wvage given to understand that........(remaining lines nutilated)
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individual bouses or cacine in close proxiamity to the fort, so
thet in times of emergency, every oneé cculd be quickly and safely
gathered into the stockade. 1hie 0ld aunty told ilr, Hagan that
zhe had known Massa Ben Linn well, and was very poeitive in
telling him that the folke did not treat Masea Linn right and that
he left the neizhoborhood on that soccunt, Thie sawe old coloresd
woman ocointed out to ikr. John hagaﬁ the exact s»hnt where the Linn
residence stood, and in turn Mr, Hagan showed 4t to nme, To be
certein that 4t was the site of an 0ld residence, I removed the
sod, and found the hearth stones, somebody's surely, for they
were evidently rlaced there in the peculiar positicn ususl in
these backwoode cabins., I found no less than three of these old
chimney sites, The upper end ¢f stones were burned and red,
while the under portions were praciiczlly unchanged in color by
reagon of their having been less exposed to the fire. This is
the direct traditicnal evidence concerning Benjamin Linn, and
ereciuitn of the Fort bearing his name in Nelson County, Kentucky.
un the first day of June, 1785, Fatrick Henry, a governor of
the Yommonwealth of Virsuinia, issued to Benjawin Linn, a grant for
cne to thousand acres of land in Jefferson Vounty, on account of a
redesption treasury warrant, numbered 741, issued the 26th of
April, 1783, Kentucky, as I understand 1t *as originally Fincastle
County, Virginia..,.......first Kentucky, then Fayette, Lincoln,.,.
(remaining 1ines mutilated) ., cessssassovessnsansassnsianssessanss
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and hence this old grant was leocuted in Jefferson County,

1 have here an attested copy of the original grant, which I
procured froum the land office at Frahdforts & number of the
earlier surveys made in Nelson County include this piece of
land granted to Linn, and his Fort wnd his landing are mentioned
therein, all of which goes to show, that he was in Nelson Gounty
long before there was any local governuent, all of these warrants

having been iesued at Aichmond, Virginila,

These ancient records are found in the old possessioners books
in the office of the county clerk at Bardstown, Kentucky, and the
first and the oldeet entry {on page one) is dated November the
third, 1789, This date would also go to show that the country
about Bardstown, was one of the first settled in the state, at

lesgt the first in the western part of the siate,
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Biographical sketch of John Ritchie, founder ofsthe first sour
' magh distillery in Kentucky,

John Hitchie was borm in Scotland in 1752, and died in lelsonr
County, this ctate, in 1512, He left Scotland and czme to America
vhile & mere youth and wade his permanent abode in Virginia, 1t
is not known just how long he reuajned there, very likely he
tarried for about the space of six yeurs, whten his restle:s
nature prompted him to seck other fields of excitement, and thus
he made his way to Kentucky, ;here his anticipati ns were fully
realized in this particular, as stated in the first part of this
paper, whilst hitchie was in eastern Kentucky he made the zc-
qualntance oi-ﬁehjamin Linn, anc became one of his party, accome
penying him and his party to the point in Nelson County where the
Linn ¥ort was constructed. -

Before he left eastern Kentucky, he formed the acquaintance of
a lair young woman in the person of Yiss Jemima Quick. 1In the
vernacular of this day she would be termed a yankee pgirl, having
been born in Jersey, then caslled the Island bf Jersey, Miss Juioc!
vas born in 1758 and died in Nelson County in 1841, in the first
house bullt by her and her devoted husband built some time be-
tween the yesrs of 1773 and 1775........(resaining lines mutilated)
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Tne sketoh here presented is & faithful representat .on of the
original house with itse weizhtpole roof, small doors and two
port holes, one by the ol imney, the other by the door. The one
by the chimney enabled the ocoupantis o enjoy the fire and at
the same time keep & lookout for invaders, Ihe one at the door
helped for examination and parley previous to admitting = visitor:
1ittle formalities which were imperatively necessary in these
stirring times, Uur. Ritchie was more ambitious then moet of his
neighbors, or probably 1 should say he was more ambitious than
most settlers of that dote for the majority of them were content
witi: one room while kr., mitchie, had two, lio doubt the scattered
settlers knew only too well that it was muoh more easy %o vrotect
a small housc than a large one., *“he luxury of a library or drawe
ing room was not then to be droamed of$ so the only reasonable
conclusion ig that Mr, Ritchie was a fearless man who in antici-
pation of rearin. = large family built & house gufficiently
ample to serve his purposes, and when it was once finished he
never add-d any more to the original structure. the want of enter-
prise oannot be laid at hias door, for the man who had the courage
to fight Indiane and build a distillery at the same time, could
not 180K..ceeessa it 18 not known just Bow long Mr. fiitehis

livad.......(remaini?lg ]1ne mutil&ted).......:...-‘....;-.-...
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lnoeed they were the first counle to leave its enclosure, and build
a house for themselves. The construction of the house is prima
facie evidence that lir, Ritohle expscted to have trouble with the
Indiane for the small doors, small windows and Fort holes show
that his Indian neighbors were hostile in character., It is (was)
my good fortune to be able to visit that 0ld land mark during

the present year. It is located about two miles from the spot
where Linn's Fort stood. Its location is almost if not directly
on a portion of land occuple’ by an Indian villapge and burying
ground. It is certain that both the Indians and kr., Ritchie

drew water from the same spring, as it is the nearest and most
abundant in flow. A4s I stood within the walls of thie idesl
back-woods house, with its wide fire pluce, its door on wooden
hingese, its carefully hewn logzs, its low ceiling, its narrow
doors and windows, and when that the log which was the ancient
door sill was alwost worn through by long and constant use, I
could not help contrasting two things, First the love cherighed
by its present owner kr, 8, 3, Ritchie, for the mémory of him
vho built it. 5o fondly does he love and cherish his ancestors
that with o liberal zllowance of this world'e goods at his dig-
posal, he will not for an instant think of desgtroying the.......

thcse t{‘ingg Whic}‘..‘*'..0....."‘.‘-0.‘.'Q""'..."O.Q"‘QQ...I



«ll~

hardships and pleasuree endured and enjoyed by his parents and
grand parents, during their long and eventful lives. I know of
no greater pleasure for & man to know that he sleeps under the
same roof and site by the same hearth stones in his declining
years, as did his father and grand father before him. It transfers
one to the distant past, it enables him to bathe his epirit occn-
tinually in recollections which though tinged with sadness of
memory, ocouforts the filial heart and strengthens it to fight
as did our fathers the nodble battle of 1ife. How unlike is
Er. Ritohie, in this particular, to the average man, who, with .
his vealth, would content himeclf in this l1ittle huuble dwelling?
ot many indeed, The pecond thing that struck me forcible was the
creat contrast between our modern houses and those oecﬁpied by our
early scettlers in the state. They enjoyed life to the very full
of its measure in every particular ani were healthy and happy,
many of them were brain workers as well as farm workers, yet their
longevity was greater than ours,

Ihe modern dwelling of today is a palace in every way compared
with the early settlers log hut, the s me diseases that killed
men then, kill them now, and yet our medical science has made the

greatest imaginable progrese and etill the,.,.(remaining line
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some very material change takes place in our mode of living he
will soon be a wonderful and lamentable rarity. 7The leason to
be learned from thils is that pure air does not kill, but the want
of it is very dcstructive to human life.

XZr. Ritochie had many encounters with the Indians after moving
into his new home, but he would never leave i, He was a teme
‘perate, law abiding citizen, as have been all of his descendants
go far as I am able to ascertain,

In 1885 the living heirs of John Hitchie, and Jemima Quick, his
wife numbered 488, In 1885 he had 25 living grand children.
His daughter Polly, had one hundred and sixty-nine living children
and grand ohildren - hie daughter, Sallie, 10 - his doughter,
Jemima, 35 - his dsughter, lellie, 87 - his son John, 51 - hig
son "illiam, 41‘— and his =on Cornelius, 40, making the grand
total of 483, These heirs are scattered all over the western and
southern country, but moet of them are in Kentucky, From this
it will be seen that Mr, Hitohie's fauily is not 1ikel, to beconme

extinct any where in the near future,
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Ae I eat in this quaint old house and looked out at & wonster
elm nearly eight feet in diameter, I wished that I could hav-
seen what it had witnessed-- most likely the doings of no less
than three distinct races of men,}in as many centuriles, Lying
under its very shadows are the remains of many noble red men,
vho in 1life had sported and played in their youth under its
friendly orotecting brunches, Here was a village in which the
~red men vf the forest planned their hunting trips, and their
raids upon offending tribes, Here they reveled in their war
dances and sun dances, here too did their dusky children play.
Here the solemn, but exquisitely siuple and pathetiec rites of
their de=d took place and they were left to enjoy a rest un-
uroken by either red or palefaced enemy forevcr. Some years
singe ir. §, G. rnitchie and his brotier opened the grave of one
of these brave red men and re.oved his skull and one bone of
the arw. In 1life the Indian wmust have been & man of great
stature and greut strength, His teeth were in a perfect state
of preservation. The arm bone had been fractured between the
elbow and shoulder, but the union of the bone ~ag perfect,
vseessseC ask what surgeon adjested this FractUr€iecsccscscses
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dressing encased his brawny arm, no trained nurse with tender
touch ministered to his wants during this sleze of pain and
suffering, 7e only conjecture what was d-one for his, Paln

wag not to him what it is to the paleface, In his very nature
were the élements of endurance and the absence of the finer sen~
sibilities of our humanity, Hence his pain was comparatively
slight, a8 fo his surgeon and nurse we oan say that their work
speaks for_itsclt. Death as it came to this particular child

of nature wa s doubtices preferadle to seeing his people surrender
their 1lives and their homes, to see them compelled to abandon
the great hunting grounde -nd the beautiful rivers, the homes of
their youth in favor of the hated white man. All of this sceus
to have been unjust and cruel, and yet it is but a repetition of
nistory - & survival of the fittest, the superior conquering

the inferior, the Caucasian predominating over all other races,
it need not have been 80 ~ yet such is the sad fact,

Within one mile of the Ritchie residence are the remains of
an old stone fort, and account of which was publighed by Col,
Bennett H, Young, in the Courier-~Journal of July the Jth, 1895.
..o.had visited this old stone fort before reading theesceceserss
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a front to the south of 100 feet, the walls being soms twelve
feet high and eighteen feet apart. Fifty yeurs ago ¥r, Hagan,
the then owner, and the father of the present eocupant, Mr.
Jerfy Hagan, had a tulip poplar trec cut down, which had grown
from under the walls of this old fort. The tree was morc than
three fect in diameter. A reasonable cstimate would place this
tree at 125 years old when 1% was out down, and fifty years
added to that would make it 175 years since the tree was planted
by nature under the ruins of thls humen habitation. "hen this
fort was built, and who built it, and what was their 'ate cannot
be even conjectured, as there is absolutely nothing left to give
the slightest clue %o the age of the siructure or its builders.
It would seem that the history of this particular locality and
its settlement by at least three distinoct races of men, who
could not poesibly have communicated with each other in any way,
that the zinds of men in all ages have run pretty much in the
game vein so far as personal protection and comfort are ¢one
cerned. The indians did not bulld the structur@cssecssesscscces

(remﬂining lines mutilated)..‘..u......----;._--..-.n.-........;
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Their existence we must assign a prehistoric comwencement to this

lonely stone fort in Nelson County.

At the Ritchie home, ot one hundred yards from the residence
wag where the first sour mash whisgky was ever made in Kentuoky.
Mr, Ritchie's grand children all say that their grand father
began the manufacture of whisky soon after he moved from the
Linn Fort,

It is but a few ye rs gince the original house was torn down
by his grand son, ir. 3., G, Ritchie, whose photograph is here
appended. The entire house was built of red cedar logs and
those that still remain are in a perfect state of preservati n
as can be seen by the accompanying cune and gavel, made from
the logs of this o0ld distillery. O(ne of the ncoeseities of every
distillery is & good water supply, and .r, Ritchie had it in
abundance from &« fine spring just in the rear of his house,

The laige building 1. the sketch of “John HRitchie's distillery
1777-17380, with the two windows and one door, is the distillery
with the water trough leading from the spring into the house,

On the left is the little furnace......{(remaining lines mutilated)
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The roofes of thce:c distilleries were zll close to the floor, In
this house the meal was mashed and worked, Here it underwent the
process of fermentation, and (becr as it is termed) was either
oarried over to the still in buckets or was run over in troughs,
where the process of distilling was completed. This is the spot
where the first of "Kentucky's famous red liquor® was made, ocer-
tainly it was the first that wes made in Helson County, and as
the Nelson County product ies considered the best whisky of all,
the discovery is all the more valuable,

The evoluticn of the genus homg hac been disputed and I think
very satisfactorily controverted, but there is no disputing
the fact that evolution as applied to Kentuoky distilleries has
worked wonders. The difference between lr, fitchie's modest little
rlant nested down in the wilderness, remote from the highways of
comunerce and that of the modern distillery, run by steam, lighted
by eleotricity, with its machinery working almost sutomatically
and its buildin s representing thousands of dollars in investment

presents & contrast that is one of the marvels of the age.
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Little did John Ritchie dream that he was the inventor of the
greatest beverage the world has ever seen - the most valuable
and the least harmful if properly used, It never entered his
brain that the time would come when this industry would yield
to his adopted government its greatest revenue. Tet such is
the cuge for without the revenue from whisky the United States
would find it difficult to raise so large amount of money, with
such small effort,

Of course, good John Ritchie, in setting the precedent of
building a distillery could not dresm of the role whisky would
play in government economics. Tisely or unwieely he inaugurated
a scheme by meszns of whioh our common-wealth of kentucky as well as
the general federal government raiscs money enough to liquidate
the expenses of our adminietration, moneéy which would else have
to be gathered by direct taxation of the necessities of life,
in that light, at least, John fitchie was a public benefactor,

Cold water athletes honestly differ as to the henefits of
whisky$ to them I would remark, merely in passing that we need
go n¢ farther that the case under consideration to be convinced
of the uncualified curse and blight.essesveses.s.(remaining lines
MUSE10800) s evaaeroacrsousorsessatsnsontorssarsosanssrecsanasoony
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truth oitbese.remarha by my professional testimony. That

Jonn iitchie and his posterity have not been harmed and ruined by

the dezth polison of Bourbon mash 18 gathered from the following

facts.

1. MNeither he nor any of his descendants were ever known to be
drunk,

o, Neither he nor any of his @escendants ever disgraced them-
selves by any overt crime by which they would justly have
forfeited the esteem of their fellow citlzens.

3, Neither he nor any of his descendants ever harmed themselves
or curtailed their lives by over-indulgence, since both he
and all of them lived to a green old age.

4., Neither he nor they found that whisky was the fruitful gource
of ovhysical decreplitude or decay, since both he and they have
raised large families of .rosperous useful and self-representing
citizens. |

Gentlemen, if argument goes for anything this clearly proves that

whisky is an unmixed evil, that in every case it produces a

blight and that every one who uses it in moderation is either

a wreck or a rascal - or both.
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John Gilkey the subject of this stetch was born in Virginia, but
when is not known., He came to Kentucky with Benjamin Linn, and
assisted in constructing Fort Linn, He was married whem he came to
Kentucky, and his son John was born on the night of June 5th, 1740,
in Linn's Fort veing the first child born therein, 7This same night
of June 6th, 1780, was an eventful one at Linn's Station, The
birth of the child of course was no small event as sons and eubryo
warriors were alwaye welcuwe comers to parents and friends alike.

A more exciting event was the attack made on the fort that night
by the Indians. The red men were desperate and were determined to
capture the station, and as a result, a stubborn fight was carried
on by them, But they paid dearly for their rashness by having gréat
numbers of their dusky braves killed. Ur, Gilkey was there and we are
told did his part nobly and effectively., Being famed for his prowess
with the rifle as a sharp shooter, he cclebrated his son's first
birth-day to the dismay of the Indiaﬁs. MNr, Gilkey's son, John,
died in Nelson County, this state, in 1867 at the age of 87, leaving
a large family scattered over this state and lissouri, "hen the

elder Gilkey died is not known,



de had many remarkable exoeriences with the Indians, during the
early settlement of the country around Linn's Fort. And one that
is particularly worthy of note is an encounter that he had with a
gtalwart Shawnee chief ocalled "Sig Jim," who became somévhat
civilized and lived in the neighborhood of the stockade, There
was & favorite fishing spot on the Beech Fork ot the mouth of the
creek‘oalled Sugar Camp itun, and both the Indian and John Gilkey,
Senior, wcre accustomed to fish at the spot, For sowe reason or
otherrthere was & mutual dislike existing between Gilkey and the
Indian, Mdear this favored spot is & high cliff 6verh&nging the
river, and pathway leading up and aroung one end of it. Early
one morning the Indian and John Gilkey, Senior, chanced to meet
at the top of this o©liff, both beinyg in an angry mood. An exchange
of glances was sufficient, and without a word both rifles were
brought to position and both flashed., FKlint locks were then in
use and neither gun went off. With incredivle fury they attacked
each other with the weapons which nature gave them., The Indilan
was naked, and had thercby a decided advantage over Gilkey, as
Gilkey could not 'old hir, or rather, hold on to him. Time and
again in their hands GllKeY.cesssscsrssescessascccssancsssonsnses
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They suddeénly became accidentally separated from each other and
each made for his gun and took and opposite direction, neither being
seriously injured but being thoroughly contented to quit., They
never had personal encounter afterwarde thou:h they continued to

be nelghbors.

I have here an old rifle, which is the only thing that I have been
able to secure that was conneoted directly with the Einn Fort. 1t
was used by lr, John Ritchie on the night of June the 5th, 1780, at
Linn's Fort during the fight with the Indians. It has been in the.
Ritchie fmaily ever since, and is now the property of a granddaughter-
in-law of Lr, John Ritchie. About 35 years ago 1t was changed from
a flint lock to an ordinary cap gun: Its rifles were cut out, and
the gun converted into what is known as smcothe bore, The brass
trimuings and woodwork are modern, but the barrel is the original
one. It is esteemed as valuable heirloom, and I am almost under
bond to secure its safe return home.

I have here a lasp also, which wae presented to my by ir, S, G,
Aitchie, It was brought to Hentucky by the Bealmeres, some of whom
have intermarried with the idtchies, I have never secn any other
lamp of this peculiar pattern, 7The odd manner in which the handle

is made and the fact Of itB beiﬂgovnnoqo-q'-.-o-cso-tibooc-ovgcg.



‘a8 probably made in their native land., It is as you
: plece of workmanship, and shows that the artisan who
n expert. In its time bears' oil was most frequently

hat a contrast in the means of 1lluminating between

4 was formerly = part of what is esupposed to be one of
at wagons brought to Kentucky., It is what is known as the
: band of the hounds" and bears the date of 1750, The wagon
bought by Mr, John Ritchie frow a Virginian, who orought it
er to Kentucky with him, most likely conveying his family in it,
his piece of oraes was found neur the Ritchle house more than fifty
rears ago. Lt seems to have beenvpart of a lock, and from 1ts ap~-
yearance many miscalculations were made by the designer, as a numter

of the holes are unfinished, or =t leugt they scem to be in that

condition,
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FPregentation of the Gavel,

Mr, Chairman, I present you this gavel as a mement
embler--as a part of one of the first, if not the
erected in sentucky, certainly the firet ercoted i
Xore than a ccntury ago a hardy back-woodsman, |
left Sen Linn's Fort and built them a conventional
Indian proof ae it could be; having.one door, cre |
port holes, &Soon after the construction of his dwe
the redmen were still his neighbors, he felled the
this gavel was made. This tree with a sufficient n
entered into the construction of a distillery, whic
wae about 18 fret square, and within these walls th
breved his first yeast, and establisghed what is tod
createst industries in the United States, if not in
industry epeaks for itself, sc also does this 1ittl
cedar wood, It has weathered the storms of a ce tw
little the worse for it,
snd I trust, sir, that you may weather life's ste
the century, and that 1t.csvecacesesscscansne
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Copied from the Sorap Book of C. M. Ritchie, who lives about five
miles out on the liew Haven Road.
THE RITCRHIES
KMzrch 15, 1897.
ANOQNG THL FIAST SaTTLERS IN NELSON COUNTY,

A FIGHT ¥ITh THE INDIANS,

First Distillery arected in this Section--
Interesting Re:iniscences of Ploneer
Days in Aentucky.

John Hitchie's lHome was first built in the wilderness in
Nelson Gounty, He was born in Scotland, in the year, 1752, and was
married to liss Jemima Quick, of New Jersey, in 1775. He died in
Nelson County in 1812, His widow survived himx until July, 18&39.
She was about &80 years ¢ld at the time of her death.

After hie marriage he left New Jersey and went to the mouth
of Licking siver, where he met with Ben Linn, wro was making up a
company to defend themselves and families from the Indians. They
bulilt a boat and started down the Chio River, and their first land-
ing place was vhere Louisville now stands. There were only two
buildings there then, one being the postoffice and the other a
1ittle store. They stopped off for a few days but as they were not
gatisfied with the loczlity, they concluded to go farther down the
Ohio, finally reaching, aiter many days! trial a small stream which
is now known as Landing Run. Here they tied up their 1little boats
and went three miles east and built a fort which Lhey called Linn's

¥ort. This fort wazs built on the farm now known as the "m. A, Ritchie
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farm, John Ritchie was the first man to build a house and leave
Linn's Fort., He built his house two miles west of the fort, near
the Beech Fork river, where he took up 650 acres of land and began
to till the @cil. This place is now khow as the John Ritchie farm,
Not one hundred yards from this residencehwae where the first sour
mash whisky wae ever made in Kentucky. Kr. Hitchie's grandechildren
unite in saying that their grandfather began the manuf-cture of
whisky soon alter he left Linn's Fort. His little distillery was
built of red cedar logs and it has only been a few years since that
it wae torn down and some of these logs are now on the farm, having
been used as fence posts, and they are as sound as they were the
day they were cut from the tree,

That house was built about 1778, and during the year, 1700,
John kitenhie and companions loaded a flat boat with the whisky he
had made, together with other produce, and with Ritchie mg pilot,
made & trip to New Urleans, where they Boid their entire boat load
at a good profit. I can not give the names of those who accompanied
Mr, Ritchie on this trip. After disposing their stock they all
tramped back through the wildernees to Ként%iky with a load on their
oacks.

Upon their return to Linn's Fort, John Ritchie and a Mr, Gilkey
concluded to go to the place where they first landed when they settled
in Kentucky, which was at the mouth of a small branch, ¥While stand-
ing there they esplied a buffalo coming towards them. Ritchie fired
and k:1lled hiz, A4t this juncture three Indians dashed out of :thicket

and ghot at the white men with arrows, at the same time running towards
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them with uplifted tomahawks. Mr. Gilkey, who was armed with a
good gun, kept them at bay, while Ritchie ran for his life. Then
Gilkey, who wae very fleet of foot, would run until he overtook
Ritchie. 1his mode of procedure was continued until the fort was
reached, when the Indians disappeared, and were geen no more. fhe
creek where Gilkey and fitchie started on their race for life was
called Hitchie's Run, and is known by that name to this day. The
gtream near which the buffalo was killed 4e known as Bull Run, and
flows from the direction of New Haven, emptying into the BSeech Fork
at Buckman's fish trap, There is still another stresm where Ritchie
end his compenions first landed, which is known as Landing Run.
This ie a very large stream and i8 well-known throughout Kontucky
by that name, 1t crosses the Loulsville and lashville turnoike
about one mile south of Balltown,

Ihe 0ld riile which Mr, Ritchie brought to Kentucky with hin
is known as the oldeet rifle in the State and has always been kept
in the family, MNrs., Mary A, ditchie has the gun to-day and it is a
curlosity, 1ihis old rifle has been written of often and some of the
readers of The Record have doubtless heard of it.

John iitchie and wife had seven children born to them, four

girls and three sons.



