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0ld King Solomone

As the hero of the admirable sketech entitled "King Solomon
of Kentucky", from the pen of James Lane Allen, is the same person-
age who inspired the writers youthful pencil, he thinks it not out

of place to tell what he knows about him with the hope that it will
not prove uninteresting to the reader,

An essential econstituent in the makeup of a community is that,
| one of its imhabitants should be conspicuous for eceentrieity, but |
| respected for integrity and strong convictions. Positiveness of
| eharacter, independent of enviromment will assert itself as does

the prineiple of nature in gravitation or gapillary attractions
| Though unlettered good common senée will be a suffieient passe
porte What town or hamlet in the lamd has not such a character? | -
Famos writers of the past and presdnt have made them our friends,
William Shakepeare had his “Grave digger®, Washington lrving his
Were arpten.

"gip Van Winkle", Charls Dickens . the ever sanguine Mr. Maeauber
Edward Noyes Wescot his David Harum and James Lane Allen his King M

Solomone

The impertence given this Lexington character by Dy Allens bsm
beautiful story, emlarging the boundry of his fame, has naturally
excited in the writer feelings of pride that he has prepetuated.
on canvass his features.Gilbert Stuart was alweys an object of envy
beecause he painted "The pather of his Country“. Has the writer m
reason for congratulation that he painted "0ld King Solomon® for {
while Stuart painted a presiden®, he painted & King.

After the completion of the portrait and it was generally Ao

throughout the eity, the number of ecallers frem day to day to see ’
the work was sueh am interruption to she young painter that he eon_ '
cluded to hang it in the offiece of the Phoenix Hotel. Soon after he
was pursuaded by some of his friends to place it on raffle for the ‘

amount of $50, §1 a chance. The father of the painter , being a b

-

_—




2
-gtrict bluektucklng Presbyterian elder, having read 1 he advertisemp-
ment 1n the Lexington Observer and Reporter jectured him on the
moral impropriety of thus disposing of the picture, énclosing him
a8t the same time & check on the Northern Rank for $50., Of course
& dutiful son complied with his Fatheﬁé request., A few months
efter this, being in pecuniary alstress, the young ariist wrote to
o
his father informing him that "1 am gbout tu put old Sol up again,
2 hint to the wise 1s sufficient, for he énclosed snother check for
8§50, 1t is hardly necessary to say thst he did not repest these
tectlics,
To make a successful portreit 1t is essentigl that the inner
man shouid be studied as well &s the outwserd appesarance, This
rule the young psinter observed In the cuse of Solumon, He was not
fong findinpg out his character, - VYhat his eye could not discern he |
deveipped by interropation, « Solomoné hlstory and habits of life l
“ere not withheld,
Although familiarly known by the soubriquet of 0ld King Solomamn_
his real name wss William Solomon. WVhy he should pe dignified wihh
this royal prefix is somewhat & matter of conjecture, s there ig
no record of his coronation., It 1s said 1t came about under {he

following clrcumst ances,

He was employed in his early m&nhood to trim some shade treeg
in front of the leading dry poods store on Main Street 1in Lexinpton.
In sewing the i1uwer limbe he cut himseif off from the body of the
tree, consequently csme to the psround with the appendage, With

" . \\
much surprise after rubbing his shinhsg he rémarked: How in 1he he-e
could such a thing happen when 1 held on so tiphtly to the limb,

The v1sa0mfdispiayed caused the hystanders Who witnessed the
performance o dub him ¥1th this u%ewgzg titie, WNhile this bodlily
fall of the modern Solomon was rhe result of inebricus cuplidity

Jet 1t %&s8 no part of ¥rsdom when Solomon of uld pergitted himself
to-fall from the high moral pinnecle into the Abyss of sensuality,
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nmumwmmmmumm. uwa
Orockett once temsely but wisely said *Besure you are right and
then go ahsad." |

~ 01d Solomon was born in Powhatan eounty Virginia, in the
year 1775, and came to Lexington, Kye when but a lad and alone.

1% was with pride thas he elaimed that “Harry® as he familiar
ummupdmuuwmmfﬂpucvm
ginia, and they had been boys mmﬂwm admitted that
tmwwcmwmmmrﬂmmtummt
unf-tm“mmmhqmtddmm cellars.
h!ﬁlﬂﬂhﬂ%tfﬂ‘«)mhﬂmdnl father was be
fore him; he had hated the n?\mmmmmmmm»
m '\

Although m«ufa‘g{m WM except the old tattered
elothes he wore “Q‘hﬂ’ hewas about as independent a voter as
was in m me Pﬂtm wr utwnd u direcetly buy his
votes The mﬂ'&m of the most adroit were baffled when indirect
measures were resorted to « Mrs Robert Wickliff Jrs known as "Young
Duke® when a canidate m congress in the seventh distriet, tried
+2iod in this indireet way to corrupt himilt was during the electié
imanGmarpmcLueotmepm.mmmuw (at that u:;s
three days elections was held) that the canidate, feeling somewhat
anxious about the result, started out in quest of floaters, in his
perambulation he chanced to meet Solomone Thinking he would make
easy prey he took him to the nearest saloon, which visit required
but little pursuasions After drinking to each others health, the wi
would be Congressman presented Solomon a small sum of paper monhey
which was accepted with humble acknoledgemente While received by
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MﬁMM-&ﬁmq,mw the doner, £s
for he imediately asked whewher he had voted or not? |

Receiving a nmegitive answer, the wily politieisn said meither
had he cast his vote; and as it was time their wight of franchise
should be exersised, proposed to his supposed vietim that he should
g0 along with him %o the polls for thas purposes 1t was resdily ae
greed to, as Solomon said that by vaiting *he did'nt believe he
oould improve his companys® The polls veached Mrs Solomons vose-
vas recorded for the Whig eanidate, Hone Garres Davise After the bm
Démocratic canidate's was cast they proceeded tegather outside of
mMﬁﬁMNWOIwmm
éd a return of the money he had givens To mmmm
dignantly replied: $ir, if you intended this money for my vote, 1'1
mmmwhmM-umMMm
mmmwmmmmm-mm
valked off lesving tho politieian to reflect upon his follys WiickeLy
¥es tius made to appre¢iste the fitness of the subriquet his fried
was known by, and found that while Solomon'sS body could be sold un-
ﬁmusmmmwmmuu
was not purchasables

The General Assembly of Kentueky im 1795 enacted a measure
known as the "Vagrant Lew"s The necessity for sueh a bill was on
account of the idleness and improvidence of many white eitizens at
to this law, was rarely a vietim as it was to the interest of the m

Had the Southern States such & law on its statute books and
tum%umstmmmorMermt
for labor to cultivate his otton and sugar canee

The subject of this sketeh as above refered to was brought
under this lawe He was arrested by a County 0fficer, tried before
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vegrancy and condemed to be publically
‘Hﬂmwﬂﬂh“mm
the limit of service under the law)

On the County Court day following the trial he was put upon % :
the block and hired by the Sheriff to the higest bidder who chance .|
| o4 to be & fres colored women knowh as &unt Charlotte hew bid was a
nineteon dollars and she was deelaired emtisled to his services for
the period of nine monthse A colored friend of Charlotte's asked Mw
her why she purchased that poor white trashi her reply was "kase wh '
white people own niggers and 1 wants to know how a nigger feels to
'i own & vhite man®s The experience was destined to be prematurely ous
l

mummmeh'
| ummqﬁﬁnmmm
| unteered to dig the graves and to ¢t &s chief pall-bearer and
moumer to the many vietimss Why he should have been thus debased
hewas not 2 vagrent like the tramp of to day « He did not go from
house to house beggifg food, but earned his bread and grog by the
sweat, of nis brpws Excessive use of drink would at times incapaei-
tate. for manuel labor but when it wore off and he became sober he—r

Ho was mever noisy or troublesaue even when under the influmce
of liquore Posibly it wes from & sends of kindness and proteetion |
| that the officers of the Law subjected him to this indignity thinke |
 ing the mamility end publieity would produce a reforms 1t may have |
had the desired effecs for it is satisfactory to know that in afier :
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1t would be 8 good thing for the South 1 such a law w88 on the

statute b_@(‘ik,_fﬂ.ﬁ.‘&h‘- planter-would have en a‘huhdaﬁce of service
1o cultivate his gotton and suger ca&ne, XJ.

Though natirelly of & socinl] disposition he ;,dl-d not eare ‘to
forw new friéndships, being sstisfied with the gélompanioiwhip of 8
few trusted friends, While he fait “‘.,‘Ithc;a ineconvenience of poverty,

he never seemed to envy thos€ whose financial cx{rcumstaneo. were

_ better thet his own, &nd was not ®shimed of his humble positiem, |

1f he aver desired to obtain & hmb@r ‘plene kuf/ hapite of intemper-

gnge were @ séricus drewbaek, ‘aner@m ﬂ\(ﬁe we8 Lo hig out-

L N

weard dppearance, and in spite of his f(gndredas for grog, he wmeg not
want ing in s&)f respect, not inmna;ﬂe" 1o’ ridieule; for—timuider

B ere-tHE T €l Tdren-vere—taughl 1 0 de-the-erme
t.he wrl‘fer' ; '
his quanw in his nature ,%.smn found out when he HES brought to
the

M'by Mfuor ?czumte " the son of Kentueky's grest artist, Wﬁannmﬁpn

Propused feor hips 'r.o.gfnitf for his p()!"tvf‘lﬁi?\:, he xngipnant 1y :ra;;(‘;l;g_eq_l,

88 he did not a?g?'r'umate t he momve'_:wh‘i‘eh fé--r"mnptéa the reqfueéit ;_""'_ 1t
W& § hot uh“t‘fx;’f"ha"”ﬂ‘r‘"txét"ﬁﬁs ured mm//t;h‘i?t his obliect in wanting ‘to
prac%iée or'ham wa8 not fov ridlculé/. and theat %ﬂmmlm try not to
cericature him &8 far &8s Lt was 1? the power of » novice to absteln
in addl.nom'premmad to ~kea‘p'li:irt‘i’ supplied with cigers during o
th-éé- sittings, and to keep” cm Hﬁmﬁ his fevorite béverepe, éuﬁvah_ient

.1;

for him to ocessionally sar&pld mhe First two deys he gave him a rg-
tion ¢of ésch srticle to serv‘é‘;;ﬁhile irn his preggned., This arrénpe~
ment Beélng rather troublescme he concluded on the thirdl »;&y 1o
intrust him with the entire supply of eigarsg boupht for his uee
which ebéut fiiled hie pockets, "The folly of this aet did Hot

occur to Al ' day when his sitter failed

to' put in an sppesrance, His broad grin and characteristic shrig
vhéen he vse handed the cigars wss then understood. ~ §t wae seven

days before he returned and when he éntered the studio he wore the

i
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bim he never excused, nor did ﬁn7/ahé espécially after he had by

7

sam@ grin he had when he left, He made nu apelogy fur his conduct |

, but only ihanked him for the cigars &nd sslid: "Never haed 8 better

*y

tame,'s that, insieed of old stumps he picked up on the streets he

hed whole ones, and enough for himself énd & friend, There wesg

no otject ih cdoming cut in the cold 1o se¢ ham, ke seid, exeept
for something to smoke, sna it #&s for that reasbn he came back. #
After this the artist ¥&s more guarded, iest he ggein be ensnared
vy The wisdom of Sclomon, e . . i |

His unusuall y strong miﬁa;‘mmxahga diapos?ﬁiﬁm erid integrity,
would have mede him & power in any ﬁOMMHhA?{!hﬁﬁ he so deslired, '_ H
eng beht his energles in thet airactyoﬂg;gThaimeath.af his wife ~ !

#hich ceeurred 8 few years afﬂ&r“t@ﬁ;ﬁ'dnlbn, nd tHe deserticn of

his son (hie only ehild), when but sea&ﬁ%lg eutl of his teens, may

heve paralysed his enérpleg and caused?ﬁﬁa~éxas&nlt10n. Thé"kind—,
1y

neéss received &t the henpds of Aunt Ghefloite, wﬁ?ie g wember of her
I N

household, “es not en unfreguent toplk with hlm;m Shile he¢ wppré=

cisjed (hée humane metive which contrelied her in her purchese, &nd -/
the eare of ham &8 lung #s she lived,/yet he eleimed that the 'ii-
veéstment was not without profit te h;r, ingsmuch 8 he eésrned For

her an averagpe of seventy~five canyg"pér agy,. His sone iregtment of
gy

mesns of prectiee of law in ML&Q;Ei%p?i Bcguired a comfortanple
divelihood, The umeatursl 1ru&umnnt qr his son wes, however, mdire
then compensated by the kingh&ﬁs rae%fVQd 8t the hands of the city

fethers,
3

».“';

.\ Y
{ N
&t the flood 1eaé9 %ﬁ t o forhune*

b

Omitted all. the vwap@ ud sneirdiire

!

fin mlserles. gy o, . A
e
|

1s Bound in shailows,
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sould UE M wE Beas e B Ap@eleke T &F Eigies & (euTiEing ARRwe
sn-tnmmﬂn olomon, for ué to the time
of the chuléra he was W‘ll’&i‘f@ respected on acmxmt of his dissi-

pated habite, Theat he shoulv? beé the city's ward, when once his

‘hereulean Traml wee so ﬂi’l"ﬁwﬂ by age 1hat he could no longer |

uge’ the prek snd spade, wes 8 deserved ra'cuymxtiun of his volunta-

T¥ sev¥vices din dipgping graves for the unfriended dead, 9with no -

pectat ron of rewsrd, u’urim the dreadful scourge of cholera in 1835
: _ f*‘ wwmﬁi.q e

Lf accounts of this dréwdful seeuwege had not been writt en, @

sufficient dete cauld be furnished s, the vldest ‘-e;r% izens, ¢r their

m«numts, &N &ccount ¢ Which never f‘!i‘x‘leuftb seeure en audience.

Jr A
" ’I'he t‘d,ynms power of ® c¢yclone 1n its’ M@‘bwtmn, énd 11ké a cy=.

elone it came withoul warning, 1t apyﬁ)&ﬂ 8 June, 1833, when
@W}'”‘“ uf"w‘é_u '

Lexington'e population wus, thousend,” end 1te ter.

rible dee nmamu w8 d¥eRd 6kill, ' There was an avera-g-'e"‘bfj.;
fift, deaths per dey, urd at WHé end of 1ts vxsttﬁft‘i on five hundred
ctiizéns had perished. S0 repid whs the mertality’] eoffine ¢0uld
not be manufactured Jﬁ-st encuph; 'mmare'&uéﬁtw, ‘trinks énd chests _
were used; Not-Beving & sufficient number of hesrsas the ".‘b‘”&&i‘fét?_
vere cart®d to“Lhe entrance of the cesetery and dumped &t "t;ﬁe"ﬁi.-ax_e
for interwent., Reesuse of the dirfieulty of securf’m prave._hwmxu
many bodles remained unvuried !‘ur ley®, !ﬁ’m,ﬁax cortege To.xmw[gd
the remasins of a relative or rrim to its last reeting place, or B
after the body was Jlowereéd in’m %ﬁ@ greve or trench, no cm?mmn_.

Gl th éan

was present Lo pronoluneé the aszew vords “"ﬁuw to dust, Pehes to

" to
&aha'. The ocnruw of ‘labor wes ‘thm the exodus from the clt_v, an

?'”k.

LK R SRR ;a 2

f‘or bnth poor nna ieh hMHMM—y. fled t6 thre cuqﬁtr,,
hole fémiltes fell vietime to-the sedurps, One family of Winetéen
perithed; three of the leading physiciens while endés"i'curl;fg""t'b 3
séve the lives of cthere atmgunbt"!‘é to the piague and were ‘Bu-é"i‘e";id e
beéside their patients. A person in perfeet heslth im the mdm:‘ﬂg' _

|
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ﬁmmusawmuawmm whistling much to the

entertainment of the passers by. On a certain mornibg meraing he

began his oeoupation in the secustomed place and in the same biih

© bliehful mamner bus befors night he had fallen & prey to the epi-

" demic ana was & corpse The wife of Dre Mavthew T. Seott, then Pros-

ident of the Nothern Bank, wes left to die, as every thing had been

done for her that was kaown to medical skill, and attention given

to other patients in the houses While thus lefy alone & servant

passed through the room with a small piteher of icewaters She aske

| ed the girl te bring it vo her and with almost one gulp drank its

physician her body was in & profuse perspiration, and in a short Lu..

she recovereds Cold water at that time was denied patients with fe-
1t was shoughy that the mind in & large measure controled the

1 medical students to test this beliefe agreed to station themselves

on Broadway &t long intervals to intercept the janitor of the med=-

© Sesd school s he passed early ia the mornings The first student

| ‘after the morning salutasion remarked, “Uncle Ned,you are looking

badly; sre you well?""Yes master, 1's perfectly well". A few square

mh was accosted by the second student, "Uncle Ned yduare Ie

Mu mm. are you well?*"1's not feecling so very well¥. And |

when he came to the last student he had to acknowledge he was Teel . |

ing very unwell, qd-mzmnﬁmnﬁﬁuuma«mn

‘-ﬂmh Nede

The fatality was greatjin localities where well water was used
Famlies who had eist%8’water in a great measure escaped. The ge
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_ : . the impurity of the waters
mw»mmmm labor during two epidemies
e

of uumvm fell a vietim in the third vis itation and died

Nove 27, 1854¢ A few hours before his death he expressed a desipe
t0 see the Revs I.C’Z*L:Ms. De«De at that time paster of the first
Baptist church at Lexington. On Dre Pratts arrival at the bedside «
of his dying friend, Solomon requested him to see Dre Benje Dudley |
the eminent Lexington surgeon, and ask him to velease the mz:éﬁgé |
on his bodyeThis malaz/ém-@ had been made wheh in want of meterie)
Miaﬁe-t a small amount of moneye Dre bﬁﬁ set his mind at rest
by promising to pay the mortgage himsedfe Why he should be So cone

eerned about his body after deatld when in health he gave it ne %

thought is indced stranges Pae philosopher in his appreisment wovli
place very little value on the earthly ﬂomls.ﬁ;‘mt as little Jus,
asthe ehrysalis is to he developed worm.

The ignorant elass hasten not the body of relitive or friend
to the grave lest there be some vital germ remaining after the =l
Mf:asm@ to beats A notable exception to this is that of a wee
Western tnﬁw, who when on a visit to the 0ld world received a oca=-
ble message from home conveying the information that hés mother« in |

? Kool . Arod Vb LLrosntot
law was Geadand wanted—to know whet should be done with the bo@yz

shold u be embalmed , oremated or intered  The immediate response

was " embalm, eremate and inter take no chancese.
01d Solomon was buried in the "beautiful eity of the dead" pix

where lay the remains of his friend"Harry, and although there i%
no granit shaft to mark M8 grave it is a satisfaetion to know that
his body was not wﬁg-&gn@d to the %ﬂ&aﬂ Field. Peace to his ashes

Se We Price






