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WAR DEPARTMENT,
BUREAU OF INSULAR AFFAIRS,

WASHINGTON, December 10, 1913.

Personal and Confidentisal.

Hon. Arthur Ysger,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, P.R.
My dear Govermnor:

I have your letter of November 29th.

I have heard nothing here but favorasble comment on your
inagugural address. I have submitted & copy of it to the Sec-
retary, who has been so busy with hearings before Congress
that, vhile he has probably read it in the evening, I have been
unable to talk to him gbout it.

He has in mind the preparation of a statement to be trans-
mitted to you, but the statement has not yet been prepared, This
would be, if his present idea is carried out, a somewhat defi-
nite statement of the policy with reference to Porto Rico.

The guestion of modification of the organic act has been
discussed so much that it is undoubtedly necessary to peace that
a new organic act be passed. Personally, I believe that the pres-
ent organic act was, considering 211 the circumstances and the
haste of its preparation, an excellent one. It has given Porto
Rico a fairly good government for a number of years, but Mr. Dick-
inson, after his visit to Porto Rico in 1910, recommended a new act
and the bill recommended by him, with certain modifications, passed

the House of Representatives, but failed in the Senate.
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Later Mr. Jones, the Chairmsn of the Committee on Insular Af-
falrs, introduced & bill which was, in effect, a new organic ack
for Porto Rico. In studying, therefore, the recommendstions, we have:

First, the bill recormended by Mr. Dickinson;

Second, this bill a2s it passed the House in 1910 kmown generally
as the "Olmsted Bill" from the fact that Mriy Olmsted was Chairman of
the Committee on Insular Affairs zt the time;

Third, Mr. Jones' bill introduced by him on a2y 29, 1912.

Ve have, therefore, three concrete efforts to provide = new or-
ganic act with which to supplement recormmendations,which have been
numerous, and our own territorial laws.

I have gome over these various efforts and other laws which might
be of assistance and I am sending you, confidentially, the memorandum
which I prepared for the Secretary of Var submitting to him the first
draft of a proposed new orgenic act. This has not received the atten-
tion as yet of the Secretary of Tar at all and in transmitting it to
you, of course, I can not commit him to any feature thereof.

4% the time it was submitted to the Secretary of Ver there was o-
mitted from it the sections which were intended to cover the placing of
the customs service, the postal service, and the immigration service,
and related services, under the government of Porto Rico. I have had
this section in mind and have made one or two efforts at getting it in
proper shape, but it is not yet in definite form. In fact, I did nok
get at it with the definiteness I should hove had the idea received the
approval of the Secretary.

I also contemplated putting in a section,following the present lew

in the Philippine Islends, to the effect that the heads of the executive
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departments perform their duties under the gemeral supervision of the
Governor. I believe that such a section is very essential, and thet
leaving this matter to be regulated by zssimilation with other govern-
ments rather than by a specific prescription leads to unmnecessary fric-
tion. A govermment without & head does not eppeal to me and I think
the written law should make the existence of & head clear.

I 2m inclosing you alsc a later memorandum 40 the Secrebtary from
which you will see that I have come to the view that we might lessen the
number of members of the Executlve Council to be appointed by the Pres-
ident and increase the number to be sppointed by the Governor. In this
I am not sure but that I am making & mistake, The change would certain-
ly throw & fmech heavier obligation on the Governor and on those members
of the Executive Council appointed by the President. It is yielding to
the "home rule" sentiment everything which I belleve could be yielded,
and the result represents the minimum which I believe should be held in
the hands of the President.

The cecond memorandum has not as yet been submitted to the Secre-
tary, but I am aweiting my first opportunity to see him to subnit it.

It has occurred to me thot thic matter might be of some assistance
to you. Iy own opinion is that, if we are to get anything through st
this session of Congress, we must have it introduced in the near future,
and it is for this reason that I send you this matter, even before hav-
ing it approved by the Secretary, a=s well zs for the fact that I Imow that

he would not give definite epprroval of anything without first hearing from

JOU. With kind regards, I am,
~__~Very sincerely,
# 7 ’/ L gt
/M 2 AN
Incls: 18-page memo. of Brigadier General, U.g.Army,
June 9 with proposed bill; Chief of Bureau.

Memo. of Decermber 8.
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WAR DEPARTMENT,
BUREAU OF INSULAR AFFAIRS,
WASHINGTON.

August 7, 1914,

CONFIDENTIAL.

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico.
San Juan, P.R.
My dear Governor:

Your recommendations were submitted to the Seeretary of War.
At the same time, I to0ld him that Mr. Mufioz seemed to have re~
ceived kmowledge of the recommendations, in that he came to the
office just before your letter arrived.

Confidentially, Mr. Mufioz is strongly opvosed to the sppoint-
ment of Mr. Domenech. He zdvocates the appointment of lr. Jiménez,
formerly essistant to the Commissioner of the Interior, and, as a

(Manuel Rivera Ferrer)
second choice, lir, Rivera/ who is now an employee of that dep:riment.

He says thet lir. Domenech renresents the ninority wing of the
Republican party; that he is more strongly opposed by "the old
guard",or the followers of Dre. Barbose, thon he is by the Unionist
party; that his appointment now before elections would mean that
the great patronage of the public works department would be given
to one opposed to the majority in Porto Rico. And he objects to
him further on the ground that we are now advocating a bill pro-
viding for the confirmastion of such appointees by the Porto Rican
senate, whereas lr. Domenech would not only not be confirmed by such
2 body, but would not receive = single vote in eny senste that counld

be elected in Porto Rico. In fact, he would rether have an Amer=—

ican from the States appointed then Iir.Domenech, vhile he is very
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strangly opposed to the eppointment of an imerican.

All of this is coupled with a statement by Mr. Mulloz that
Mr. Domenech is a competent man and a man of good character who
stands well in a2ll the ordinary relations of lafe. His objection
to him is purely on political grounds.

I am advising you of this for your confidential information.
It mey be that Mre. Mufloz has had his views put before you directly.
I do not know. He indicated that he thought the appointment of
kr. Domenech would weaken the Governor with the House of Delegates,
the good-will of which was so necessary to0 a successful sdministra-
tion in Porto Rico.

I but briefly outlinaithé foregoing to fhe Secretary of VWar,
when he t0ld me that it would be impossible to take the matter up
at this time. In fact, he barely asked me what I thought of the
matter. I told him thet invariably I advocated, if an appointment
was to be made from Porto Rico, that it should be made on the recom-
mendation of the Governor and in no case did I ever go beyond the
suggestion, where 2 candidaté was apparently objectionable, advising
the Governor of our reasons for believing that he was objectionable.

In this case I simply wish to gdvise you of kr. HMufioz's views.
The sppointment will not be made??ﬁ&%receiwa this letter and I would
ask, if you adhere to your recommendsation, that you cable to that ef-
fect on its receipt.

Mr. Muflozfs final statement was that unless another selection
could be made, he hoped that no sppointment would be made until after
the next election.

This letter is absolutely confidential.
Very sincerely,

%WZ %‘ H—_;Z(_



THREE REGIMENTS- -
- NOW FULLY-FOAMED|

Promoted Officers Arrive
From Panamra Just In Time
To Take Command

|
COL. CHRISTIAN |
'~ MADE BRIGADIER

Colonels Field and Wood
Assume Control of 374th
and 375th Regiments

The officers of the Porto Rico Regi-
giment promoted to the National Army
for service with the three new infantry
regiments that have just been formed
at Camp Las Casas arrived yesterday by
the Spanish mail boat, coming from
Panama via Havana. Some of them left
the boat at Ponce on the previous day
and came overland from there. Lieut.
‘Colonel Taulbee and some of the younger |
officers arriving from the north about['
the sarhe time, the officers promoted for !
service with the new regiments are now'!
all here and at work, with the excqption{
of Lieut. Colonel Griffith and Majors;
Theofilo Marxuach and Adolfo de Hostos. !
The promotions were as follows:

Colonel Townshend, assigned for duty:
with the first regiment organized from
draft troops.at Las Casas known as the;
373rd, |
Colonel John M. Field, promoted from I
Major, will have command of the 374th
regiment,

Colonel Frank €. Wood has been pro-
moted from the rank of Major to be
placed in Command of the 375th,

To be Lieutenant Colonels: .

Miles XK. Taulbee, promoted from
Major. A

William - S. Woodruff, promoted from
Major. R

Samuel S. Bryant, promoted from
Captain.

Edwin J. Griffith, promoted from
Major. .

Promoted to the rank of Major:

James Nadal, formerly Captain.
James Nadal, formerly Captain,
Eduardo Iriarte, Y ‘o
Henry C. Rexach, * w
Felix Emmanuelli, o &

Luis Emmanuelli, £ £ {
Pagenal Lopes 22 2%
Daniel Rodriguez, 3 i
Lecpoldo Mercader, 3 &
Pedro’ J. Parra, " ‘g
Teofilo Marxuach, -l %
Adolfo de Hostos 2% o |

|
Colonel Christian, who was placed in
command of the Porto Rico i{egiment
since it left here for Panama, has been
promoted to the rank of Brigadier Gen-
eral, and it is understood,} is expected
to arrive in San Juan very soon to com-
mand at Las Casas. General Christian
has never, been in Porto Rico, b

‘When the cantonment is extended to |
2 divisional camp, as is expected , 'therei
will be a Major General in command, |
and two additional Brigadiers, pro-|
moted, it is hoped, from the officers|
at present in command of troops at
eamp.

It is understood that there are enough |
reeruits mow in camp at Las Casas to:
form the three Regiments on a war foot
ing. The additional troops coming in
will be formed into provisional eom-
panies, which will be the basis of new
regiments to be formed when the second |
draft men are called to the eolors,

Of the new Lieutenant Colonels, Taul-
bee has been assigned to the 373rd. )
Regiment, Woodruff to the 374th and
Bryant to the 375th.
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e highest porsonal consideration, I am

] & o Very respectfully yours,

Governor.
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sencral Fraank Yelnlyre,

«

June 9, 8

chief o»f the Buresu of Insular Affairs,

War Deparinent,

.

Washington, D. G,

v dear Oenerasl MHelniyre.
1 am writing this Tatter Lo Jou
couged by very uvnpleasant nevs whiich

Cangl Zone about the ¢

snauet of my @

very gzood friend of mine in Torto Ri

1ative to tii4 affa one

81 fegl thot 1 ought ta writ

under neinful impressions

1 have received from the
first 1leutenat

on Pedro,

«u to which I refer are oone

nersonsl letter raceived from the Canal Zone by a

a0 and the upnregranhs Te-

as follows:

@ you Bnd let you know

whst hes heppened to our friend

vou some time
ten him into
5 cavaret 4=ng
TeeKSs “g0.

whieli he hod

to his rezimen

cuvrret dancers are noi the zind that

atnd i i i P S Ty w13
Y O0vaer 2 AMILY WOoui 2

B0
oub the worst
Ll doglon gl

4 ZO 8

ing

tﬂb

Hernsndez. As I warned
nig vieisus wmanner of Living has got-

serious trouble. He contracted marrisce with

wd vl
o o 3

wofsre the civil authority, twe

This was the end of & spectacular spree, on
entared
relieved from specinl duty st Bslboe, and

nfLer receiving notice that he was
should retiuvurn
pand ensuph, {or these
the Hernandez ot
sree to receive ns daughters-in-law,
ig that Tedro is unier arrest, e&nd

e marriaze is

. -~ N o}
@ dasignased

en olTicer to vrepure charges

sgeiust uim. There is poparent

— -} A s - - " an B o—— - &
will inevitably be sentences W0

1o hove nt this end; he
e dismissed., The perers

wiil then go torough the War Depariment, to the President

mAaT

fer final

FRehe B S

the proper iniluence, to save the farmi

hunilintion,

&

From

£ . =
07 oourse,

the service papcrs I

aomet ing misht be done with

1y this terrible
nnvea sean

that

the President has often mitigated sentences of dismissal
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gince the war opencd, nnd he might be prevailed upon to
be merciful, for, though Pedro has been worse than a fool,
and ricahly deserves to be iznominiously exmelled, still

SiE gonduce does nob involve disnonesty nor csisobedience

to suveriors, offences thet cre rnever condoned in war time,

"1 think iv will to let youw krow this in time, sthat the

Judre may be nrenored for vhatever (clion he may feel
gfrong encugi to tage, lhe gherges have not been pre-
ferreo ryet: thet they are wrensrings anly. They must
thuen ve sent to Vasnhington, and from there sction on
them will be cirectec by eables 1t wary be some months
yet vefore ne comes Lo triel. 1 an sorry that I cannot
vrite vou sorethine more =leasent; ¥ kone sometlime to bhe
able to do so,"
sceording o seid letter be ot married unexpectedly to 2
cabearet dencing girl, which =c¢t is 2 chegrin unon 21l my family
and svecially aron me by reason oif the high poeition whieh 1
hoid of Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Porte Rico. But
Lhe muarrisge in iteself numilisting &s it is does not break my
heart ns much a8 tpe foet Lhet he is under srrest and lieble
to be suomitted %0 & court nmeriisl by rewson of scandalous
conduct cormiltliea under tie indluence of Licuor.

1 ielt very proud, my ceer denerei, of havine 2 sen in
the Mmericen army at Lhis wowent when the world wer is moing
)i ond he could fisght for the Amerionn fl:z thus cooverating
to the vietory of theéshigh prineinles of liberty, demoorsey

and justice which nave leuwd the american nation inte this war,

and wy suffering now is very great when 1 tnink of the pos-



@ %m,_,,;.x. i‘:f)

-Be
sibility that my son mey not tage his plemce of honor withhis
regiment, i take the liverty of writing this letter %o you
beceuse on account of your xnowledze and exnerience with milie
tary affzire wod by reason of your friendship towards me you
poy zive 1o me o sound snd good wavice 23 to the best way for
me to cet in order to do all that 1 can to nelp my son Pedres,

I have been forty-four yeears in the sdministration of just-
ice ip Cuba, Philipeines and Porto Rien nnd I 2101 ébout to reach
seventy yeers of sge. luasmuch as + cannot invoke the merits of
vy son 1 invoke my own, praying that the honor of my nume be
freco 1rom & shiwna nlaced by a seutence whicn might involve
the disvissal of my son from the glorious American army.

Ly cemr Generel, I ask for clemency of my son Pedrc and
1 will be fTorever crateful %o you for anything thet you might
do to mitizete my sufferings as a father within the rigld mili-
Lery lavws,

The honor of my son is the honor of my name, =slthough his
1ife is not my lire.

1 am, very cordially yours,
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SUPREME COURT OF PORTO RICO
JosSE c. HERNANDEZ
CHIEF JUSTICE

SAN JUAN, P. R.

(Personal) San Juan, P. R.,.....duiy 13, , 1918

Hon. Arthur Yager,
governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan.
'y dear Governor Yeger:

In zccorcance with the interview had with you this morning oy
my son José, 1 beg to enclose herewith a cony of the letter which
I received from the Commanding officer of the Porto Rico Regiuent
in Paname, dated June <9, 1918, Accordines to latest information
received the vapers of the case of my son Pedro are in Washinrcton,
Wilil you please, my cear Governor, do all you cen to mitisate my
sufferinzces as a father in tnese triel days of my life? Tour kind
sugrestion taat you will write & letter to the Secretary of War
has been gratefully receivea by e and I hope that you will write
2 very strons letter to tae gecretary of Wer. Perhaps your letter
will reach aim in time to save me the disgrace of a judsment of
dismissal @sainst my son from the zlorious American army.

Sincerely yours,
% %/Z{M*r ‘“A/
— . /

—— I
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cemp E. S. Otis,
1,28 Cascades, C. Z., June 29, 1918,

The Honoreble José C. Hernéndez,
The Chiief Justice o the Supreme Court,
gan Juan, Porto Rico.

Most Huteemed Sir:

vour favor of June 5 reached me today and in compliance
with your reguest + regret exceedinzly to inform you that
Tieutenant Ternandez was brought bvefore a General Court lMer-
tial in the latter pert of the month of May for trial on se-
rious char=es alleging financial irregularities (involving
aoout £226.00), unoecoming conduct and false officiel state-
ment to a superior officer. A part of iis conduct appesred
to indicste the intemperete use of liquor on his part.

The findings of tne,Court Vartial have not been nublish-
e¢d and Lieutenant Hernancez is ¢till in errest »nending final
setion of the superior authorities on the proceedinss in the

anse'

I em extremely sorry, sir, to oe unsole to rive you a more
fauvoraole reply.

. ’ n L
Lieutensnt Hernandez wes married as I remember it on or
gbout April 30. Ve «new nothing about it beforehand.

It is currently reported thet Lis wife ssng in cabaret
in the City of Panema prior to the merriasge. For this I cannot
vouch, personelly. She is now living with your son in this camw .
They do not particivate in the socisl 1life but so far &s MWy
xnowledre extends, they eppear to be very hapwy in their mar-
ried life, .

Whatever may be the ultimate results on your son's status
in the Army or elsewhere, permit me to say that I sincerely
trust th-t he will be able to ootisfactorily explain all these
metters to you personally, sir, and continue to hold the full
respect,. coufi.ence and love of iis nonored father, whose coun-
sel, encourasement and support will be of such parsmount im-
portance to him in the future.

Most sincerely and respectfully yours,
(Signed) Ed. R. Chrisman,

(Colonel of the Regiment.Y



WAR DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF,
WASHINGTON.

January 20, 1919.

¥y dear Governor:

This will be pressnted to you by Mr. W. 8. Fliteraft,
City Editor of the New York Globe, who is making a vieit to
Forto Rico.

Mr. Fliteraft is vouched to me by the Washington Cor-
respondent of the New York Globe, an old friernd of wine for
many years.

Any courtesy which you may extend to Mr., Fliteraft will
be very much appreciabed.

I am,

Very sincerely,

rnier s A5

Honerable Arthur Yager,

Governor of Porte Rico.

34
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a new ittornop Femeral of Fortn Rieo ehould be appotntod _"‘«-
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of War for nomination by the H-uulmt, as itiomnoy Goneral

o!m L'loq,n-. Jaine Stfre, Jr., of San Juan, Porto
Rico. M Stfre wae oonnceted in various positions with

to go into private nractioe of lam,
He was gpeleoted as the loecal represontative of |

- the Attorney General’s afﬂn for nino yoore, resigning the o
 position of Fiecal At Large only a few monthe ago tn order
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- Prankly on this subjoot ineofar as humdqﬂ 3
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only e small and noley minority composed ehicfly of "po-
1itieoe”, who desire ewon to disouss the mestion. There

epread intoreat in the subjeat hore. lMMﬁnﬁ
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Senate Cormittos, to do the SRDS ching, I think that would
bo helpful. .rquzéumummuaom :
umqoﬂwo@'& The majortty of the Uniontet.
Party hero, ta I &t » concorvative on this suretion.
mmm@wm.u'wmumm,
Mw@nﬂmmnmof
aua—-ﬁ-,wmowomum-m
to any of the partice are of the samc opinion. Thore i

unammn%

te no need of bothering with them., I think we ghould all
toll thom the truth. After you have seen thom and heard 4

i
1
. them I would aprrectate 1t 17 you would write me the general _.i

roeulte. Hdorcovor, all this te merely e suggestion, and -4
1
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there are many oascs of that ought to have
mmm,um@mmmumm
both the law and the fordtd, If this te true
mmmx\%mﬁm-mmmu-
over, both lincs of boats ailawed tuwomty per cont reguetion
from the regular farce at that timo to employoee of the Ine
sular Gowermment. The New York and Porto Bioo 5. 5. Coey
at least, several yeare ago oano-llod thie reguotion of rates Ii
privilege and this year they have beon arawdod far beyond .
- thedr capavity. There is now no reason why the sane rule '
ehould not be applied to Forto Rtco as it ie arplied to the
Prltpoine re1.mde ond Hawali. But, of owmrse in this mat-
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eortain in an hour or eo whether anything eame. I am push-
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_ resotved, but netther one of the
ronorte statod had beon sent has ev:r boon re-
mw@mummmmmw
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ing work. on ﬁcg_.!.nnﬁhm-?ntd_mﬂltw.
Fo jfurther newe at presont,.
- Very atnoerely youre,
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Ify dear General: -
Your confidential letter of the 234 ultimo, has
been reeeived, and wery earefully read. P o gl
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»mmmmummumq
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tize Porto Rieans, extending from the of, Gavernor
down”, I would ltke to give my candid opinion.

That latter mtter should be  sonotine to eane.
Perto Bfeo does mot now neod amy Wows participation in their
oun government thar cma-;-%g-”, in faot I do mot think -
tho pacple generally really'mimt any mare.” The "politioce”,
of course, would like a few more J—ﬂ\., but the material
mnﬁmuaglq\@.»mm of* these jobas here on the
telmmd te limitod. Of course they do not thimk

80, htw- i2 ia true. In my sumary of the twonty
yeare p s I had tn the firet draft, the follouing een-
 tenee: "In the matter of local solf-gévermment the progross
alrcady made has been 8o great that Porto Rico lés now more
demoeratie loocal self-govermnent than any other Latin-imer-
toan country north of the equator.” Thie is tndieputably
true.

I oonooded the position of the Attorney Goneral
beoause; ce it haprens, I had one really good sofe man to _
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" oam mot agroe on the man. Of this I am perfeotly sure.
' Poreonally I have no interest in the matfer; I have beom
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whieh I think $e next Jamsary, and I o recomends
I have not the tine to go into :u(ﬁnu- forthor now, but
| :-mnmuu@ somotine,soon aftor the
e Christmas holidays, and I hope to discuse the sifua=

tion Mully with all thoee terested in thie matter, pro- _=.L_

vided of ecouree M@wm. mmuml ]
ward t@vuﬁu' | mmqm.smﬁm"f._
torney as raptly ae possible. :mﬁ_‘. -
mm&wnw%cnmmm
and atrength. 1

1 Brig. Yen. Chas. C. 'czutt; Irey UsSeday

| ' Chiaf, Bureau of Insulur Affairs,
B War Departmont, Washington, D.C.



In reply refer. to

WAR DEPARTMENT,
BUREAU OF INSULAR AFFAIRS,
WASHINGTON.

September 23, 1919,
CONFIDENTIAL.

Honorable Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, P.R.

My dear Governor:
I have your letter of August 16th.

Referring especially to that part of it devoted to the
independence propaganda, I have been unable to find that
there is any such action in this country or that any effort
is beirig made to bring about independence.

There does seem, however, to be é'movement in favor of
a larger participation in the Porto Rican Government of ?gtive
Porto Ricans, extending from the office of Govermor down. I
can not make out just how much favor this has found in the eyes
of the various elements in this country who would take part in
the decision. It is apparently developing strength, though
not to the extent of precluding the fullest consideration. The
slogan seems to be that no one should be appointed in Porto Rico
who is not recommended by the Porto Riean people, and that more
legislative powsr should be granted.

In my conversation with kr. Barcelo and in his speech at
the banquet tendered by Judge Cordova there was not the remotest
intimation of independence, but, on the other hand, the warmest
expressions of loyalty to the United States and a desirs that
Porto Rico should be a part,of its political organization. What
the ultimate relation shall be - whether statehood or something
akin to the relation of Great Britain and its self-governing de-
pendencies - has not, of course, taken concrete form. Politieal
conditions and political relations, you know, are being pretty

generally considered.

With best wishes, I am,
Very sincerely,

CHAS. C. WALCUTT, JR.,
Acting Chief of Bureau.
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WAR DEPARTMENT,
BUREAU OF INSULAR AFFAIRS,

WASHINGTON,
In reply refer to

B. I. A. No,

December &, 1919,

Honorable Artaur Yager,

Governor of Porto Rico,

San Juan, Porto Rico.
My dear Governors

Permit me to introduce to you Doctor John B. Grant,
who goes to Porto Rico on behalf of the Internationsl
Health Board of Zhe Rocxkefeller rfoundation, to make a
preliminary survey of health conditions there.

Doctor Grant is being sent on the recommendation of
Doctor Heiser, wao was for many years comnected with the
health service of the Philippine Islands, and who re-
signed a few years ago to become associated with the
International Health Board.

Doctor Grant wishes to get a tharough insigint into
tne healtil conditions of Porto Kico, and I bespesx for nim
any assistance and courtesies tnat you may find it practicable
to extend.

Sincerely yours,

CHAS. C. VALCUZZ, JR.,
Acting Cnlef of Bureau.
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in reply refer to

WAR DEPARTMENT,
BUREAU OF INSULAR AFFAIRS,
WASHINGTON.

¥arch 12, 1920C.

Honorable Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Ricao,.
Sen Juan, P.R.

iy dear Governor:

It would be very hard t¢ express the pleasure and delight
of everybody at seeing your letter of the lst. The Secrelary
of War himself was one of those who saw and read your letter.

Your letter and one from Governor Bemsdicto bring us the
very good news that the strike is over and that the physical
damage has been comparatively light, that there were no casual-
ties, little or no violence, =~ possibly some intimidation and
interference with laborers. On the whole, it seems that the thing
was very nicely worked out as long as you had to have a strike.
The part taken by the representatives of the American Federation
of Labor does not reflect credit upon them or the organization
which they represent. It is a very serious condition to me to
have individuals acting independently or in a representative char-
acter posing as possessors of all the virtues and =~ =~ . elements
which are best for the body politic. This is an unfortunate ten-
dency at this time, It is particularly reprehensible to hold out
hope of improvement or betterment in any way unless there is back
of it power to bring about better conditions., The situation in
Port o Rico offers enough diffieunlty without injecting into it any
supposed quick cures or the good results to come fram the exercise
of Onmipotent power.

1t would be very helpful if you could have prepared a report
of this strike giving in detail whatever damage was done, the
causes or supposed causes, the part taken in it by different el-
ements, the terms of the settlem®nt and how it was brought about.
We have already asked for the acreage of burned canefields, and
this could be included in the report.

I was talking to Colonsl Taylor today sbout the dredge, and
he:says that it is in Mobile being overhauled and put in shape for
the trip to San Juan. Some difficulty has been experienced in get-



@;\mm, 1.0)

ting & tug, but now they have one on hand also being put in
repair for the trip, so I hope to be able to let you kmow
shortly that the dredge has actually started for San Juan.

The nomingtion of Dr. Miller is held up in the committee
awaiting the return of Semator Fall, the chairmen. He is not
expected back before about the first of April. In the meantime,
would it not be possible to make your recommendation for Attorney
General? Asswning that the Attorney General is to be a Porto Rican
and that you and the leaders have agreed upon a man, it occurs to
me that if the two appointments could be made at the same, or prac-
tically at the same time, any bitterness that might remain from
the sppointment of Dr. Miller would be neutralized by the good ef-
fect of the appointment cf a Porto Rican for Attorney General.

Of course, there is opposition to Dr. Miller, but I don't think
it will avail anything,and when the time comes arcund the indica-
tions are that he will be confirmed. So far as I am able to dis-
cover, there is no personal opposition to him.

7ith assurances of regard amd with further expression of
pleasure at your improvament and the hope that it may go om, I am,

Very sincerely,

CHAS. C. WALCUTT, JR.;—
Acting Chief of Burezu.



Sean Juan, Porte Rico.
. N Fad 8, 1820.

My dear General: )

pressive with the fuller reports. The Sematorial district of
Pnnmahomidbythnthaiuwt%nham |
sweep of all the didirtote. There will be twe non-Uniontcts
in the Senate: one Republioam and one S%Qm._ Theee two will,
; -'r_ of eouree, be the leadere of the two ition parties, Dr. Barbosa
and Senator Iglesiss. In the ki opposttion soome to have
seoured 1l secie out of 39. P@ and Bayamon munieipalitiee were
oarried by the Republi G”Mm and Fajardo by the Soectfalfet
The total wote of the th partics hae not yet been tabulated
However, it secme i an will be a rather close race for seoond
plave between nQ-\puazsom and the Soclallets, eaoh of them havr
ing amu-(&-uu Pifty and eixty thousand votes/ The Unientst
must have Mn around 140,000 , though it seoms likely that
many of the registered votere were not gotten to the polle in epite |
of the oompulsory provieton of the law.
Ve're all well. I hope you and ire. Pool and lire. Ken-
non are having a pleasant vayage with a good opportunity to rest
- up from the eoffeats of your rather gitreneocue Jjourney thru the Car-
tbboan islands. The Porto Riocan end of it was, I assure you, moet
enjoyable to all of ue who had an opportuiiity to see you.

ﬂ ' The magnitude of the Unioniet wiotory growe more im-
|
f

&éxu/

sineerely your friendg
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 assistonce Q}nr power.

San Juan, Porto Mu-
January 5§, 1021,

My dear General :
itr, Bennett, the Marehall of the United States D

triot Court, whom you know very well te going to .

some $ime this month upon offiotal business. Thile in the
he wishea to 20e some of the political —s@,m
over the political conditions tn so Ih!&'ﬂ. may effoc j_!;'_ '
to Pico. Imwwdn%auuumaf
capable and well informed of the |
you know thet he ie an offtotal; and wae for mamy
mmmwefi\ﬁnummuofhm
fore he assumed the of hie present offtee. Hie 1
m,‘hﬁcﬂm@tmmm"mm _
I wonld it 1f you would afford him any o -n-y

teland fe settling doum sericuely to business wi

fall of the faot that there are some serious bloms
of economie moadjgetment immediately before it whioh are of more
urgert importance them polittce. We are now preparing for #he
rogular session of the Legislature whioh comes on early tn Fe
raary. : &
With bost wishose I am, L

| . Sincerely yours, -
General Frank HeIntyre, | ﬂ‘
Ohief, Burean of Ineular Affairs,
Tam Nancmdmand W’ D
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lotter of November 16,
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WASHINGTON.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF INSULAR AFFAIRS

e WASHINGTON

December 14, 1920

Honorable Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, Porto Rico. .

My dear Governor:

I have your letter of December 4th. The Organic
Act of Hawaii was that of April 30, 1900, and it has been

amended in no respect affecting your guestions.

The following officials are appointed by the
President: the Govermor; the Secretary, who is also the
Vice~-Governor; the three members of the Supreme Court; the
judges of the five Circult Courts. The officials of the
Federal District Courts are also appointed by the President.
The Circuit Courts compare closely to your District Courts.
The twenty-nine District Magistrates in Hawsli are appointed
by the Chief Justice of the Territory. The other executive
officers are appointed by the Governor with the advice and
consent of the Senate.

The Territory of Hawaii has a local flag, and I am
inclosing a copy of Section 113 of the Revised Laws of Hawail
of 1905, describing this and its use. I have heard of no
controversy or discussion as to the manner of its use, which
follows practically the method of using the state flags in
the United States.

The Territory of Hawaiil receives nothing in lieu of
the Internal Reverme taxes, including the Income tax and the
Customs tax, which are there collected and which accrue to the
Federal Government.

I am inclosing a copy of the Report of the Governor
of Hawaii for 1920, and you will see that the total revenues
of the Government of Hawaii for the year reported on was
$10,925,406,97. While the Unlted States Government collected
in Hawali Federal Internsl Revenue receipts, including Income

tax, $11,927,545.81, and Customs taxes amounting to $1,172,394.04.



i\;t«é« Qe k0)
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In fact the Government of Hawaii has found it necessary to
maintain an Income tax since the year 1901, snd this Income

tax 1s one of the principal taxes of the Government, but it
1s now in sddition to the Federal Income tex,

Very sincerely,

Bt MRLAR

FRANK MCINTYRE, /
Chlef of Bureau.

Incls: Report of Governor of Hawaii, 1920,
Copy, Sec. 113, Revised Laws of Hawaii, 1905,

P. 3. I was not quite accurste in saying that Congress
provided nothing for Hawaii that was not provided for in
Porto Rico. It appropriates about $556,000 for salaries
and for contingent expemses of the Governor and Secretary
and for the salaries of the Courts. 7{
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December 14, 1920

Honorable Arthur Yager,
Goveracy of Forte Rico,
gam Juan, Forko Rloo.

iy dear Governor:

I have your letter of December 4th, The Orgeanle
Aot of Hewnil wes thet of ipril 30, 1900, sud it has beea

amended im no respect nifesting your mexm,

The fellowing offioisls are appointad by the
Prasident: the Governor; the decretszy, who ls also the
Vice-Jovernor; the three membars of the iupreme Court; the
judges of the five Ciremit Jour¥s. ihe ¢fllelsls of the
redersl District Courts sre also appuinted by the Iresident.
The Cireult Courts ccmpere elosely to your Dissrict Cowrts,
The tventy-nine District Hugistrstes in Haweil ore sppointed
by the Chief Justice of 9 Territory. The other axsoutive
officors axe sppointed by the Governocr with the advics snd
comsent of the Senstes

The Tewritory of Kawnii hns 8 loasl fiag, and I am
inolosing & copy of Seetion 115 of the Revised Laws of Maweil
of 1905, desoribing this and its wse, I have heard of o
comntreversy oy discussion as §0 the maaner of its use, whish
follows proctically the method of using the state flags 1Y
the United States.

- ?he Territory of Haowsii recelives nothiug in lleu of
the Interpsl Reverme taxes, inciuding the Income tex snd the

Customs tax, vhich are -thers collscted nnd which accrue (¢ the

Federal Government.

I am inclosing & oopy ¢f the Report of the Jovernor
of Haweil for 1920, and you will see that the total revenues
of the Covernment of Hewali rer the yeur reportsd on was
$10,925,406,97. %hile the United Gtstes Governmemt collected

in Hawail Fedoral Intermel Revenue ¥eoeipts, including Inpome
tax, 311,927,646,81, and Cuetoms taxex smounting &9 $1,172,594,04,

e

= —3
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foct the Jovernment of Hawaii has found it neosssary %o
intaln sn Income Box sinse the year 1901, and this Income
sx 1s ome of the principal saxes of the Goverwmest, bub 1%
s mow in addition o0 the Federel Income TAZ.

o

Very sinserely,

FRANE MOCINDYRE,
Chief of Bureau,

inels: Report of Governor eof Howeli, 1920,
Gopy, See, 113, Revised Lawa of Haweii, 1905,

Pe 5, 1 was mot guite scouwste im seying thet Comgress
provided nothing for Hewail thel wes not provided for in
Porto Rico, 1t spproprietes about 285,000 rop saleries
snd foy contingent expessee of the (overnor and Seerelary
md for the salaries of the Courts,
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Chapter 10.

TESRITORILL FLAG.

Sec. 113. DESCRIPTION. The former emblem of Hawaii,
known as the Hawalian flag, shall be the flag of the Terri-
tory of Mawaii, and its public use, second to the stars and
stripes of the United States, is suthorized to represent the
Territory of Hawaii on land and sea. (L. 1903, c.4, s.1l.)

The former Hawaiian flag, which is adopted by
this s. is thus described in 7. 1896, ¢.10: C. L. s.
23; which was repealed by Orzy. Act, &.7:

"The national ensiom shull consist of elght
horizontal stripes, alternately white, red, blue,
etc., beginning at the top, having a jack cantoned
in the dexter chief angle next to the point of sus-
vension. The jack-shall consist of a blue field
charsed with a compounwi saltire of alternate tinc-
ture white and red, the white having precedence; a
narrow edze of white borders each red side of the
saltire. A red cross bordered with white is charged
over all.

"The proportion shall be as follows: The fly
is twlce the hoist. fThe jack is half the hoist in
breadth and 7-16 the fly in length. The arms of ths
red cross with border shall be ecual in width to one
of the horizontal stripes; the white border shall be
one third the width of the red cross. The arms of
the compound saltire are egual in width to the red
cross, the tinctures white, red, snd the border be-
ing in the proportion of 3, 2, 1 respectively.”
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/ Sﬂ Juan, Porto Rieo. 1

23, 1920, [."'_';
My dear Gemeral: . ol o

MM&?#C&.P&#&M‘H’HMW“W
m#mmcdmcnmzdmmm
mmmnmwtmtautmmu-hnar
cmmmm:wum-,mm porfootly ab=
surd; and I donnot nt# that -uy Mo&gﬁu really belteved ,
Mlﬂmw}mr&—% '

The ma;l.em, -—m-@h eimply an illustration
of tho lengths tershtoh the defei¥sd party here te constantly
going in ite offorte to the publio, cepeetally at Vaeh=
mnfnch-o@uuw Ite prese and ite leade

m«bﬁmtwmam cm-lﬁ"-

/*P'otm MMMMMQWM' _"

if thetr polit opponente in.order that they may create the
impreesi their cweeping defeat tn the laet clection wae
due to this o0ld issue of Independence rather than to their oom=
bination with the Soctalist party. '

They are pursuing thie polioy for obvious reasons.
They desire to win at Tashington thet they loet in the loeal
eleotiona. They hope to pemsuade the in-ooming Republican Ad=
nintetration not only to aproint a Republican Fovernor for
Porto Rteo, but to inetruot this Gowermor "to support”, ae they
say, the local Rerubliecan party as the only pro=-Anertoan m'



g . 3 (83 e 20)

on the feland. 0f couree you know that this will de impoe-
llmmthcd’mﬂusztheffmtobnmm E
a dead-look between the exeontive ond legieslative bodiee of
the ieland which woudd have, I fear, sorious oonsequencce up=

on the peace and dewolopment. Nomeover a polioy of thie sort
MM-WOMI””“#WW:A-#
Muutmlnonuﬂt-Mm ton.

of eourse tym-nmt;_gf)rpmcm,i tn 00 far

ae this implics o matter of foelifg and sentiment, can not be
vory well haetoned by fores. i@thmmommﬁemm |
ecem 2o think that the ri of a Governor could wield a
caﬂmmmyc‘%.mtmuthmmsmu'm -._1*
off”. *m%ﬁc, but 4 do not think so, and I am :

_sure that in oarrypout their plane it will become neo= 3
uﬁrp ett \wpd or greatly amend the Jonee Bill 3

I@nwwvﬂl not give poureelS any MOM . ‘;._1|l|
the inetdent of aaluting the flag. &

Vishing for you and your fomily a Merry Chrietmas ﬂ* il
a Hapry New Year, I an 7

Sinoerely pyoure,

General Prank Melntyrs,
Chiepf, Buroau of Insular Affatrs,
Var Department, tnptm, De s
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WAR DEPARTMENT,

I
(‘ BUREAU OF INSULAR AFFAIRS,
WASHINGTON.

| o1

In reply refer to
Januvary 12, 1921.

STRICTLY CCHFIDENTIAL,

Honorable Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Jusn, P.R.

My dear Governor:

I think you had some intimation of a conversation
which Mr, Turner had with me and which is the subject of
the letter which I inclose in ordser that you may know vhat
wasg done.

Messrs., Travieso and Barcelo have visited us in the
last ten days and I have had pleasant visits with both of
them, as also with Judge Cordova. They have all expressed
the wish that you should remain there as long as possible
as Governor of Porto Rico. I was naturally greatly pleased
at this and was more pleased to know that they had expressed
the same desire to Judge Towner and others vwhom they had
seen here and that they conterplated getting this view direct
to Senator Harding.

We are, as you know, without any real news as to what is
contemplated by the President-elect with reference to his
Cabinet or other important matters in which we are all deeply
interested. This is natural and to be expected.

The part which independence played in the Unionist cam-
palgn has been kept well to the front and perhaps exaggerated
by their opponents, and I am afraid that this may weaken the
effect of their recommendations here, even when such recommend-
ations are conceived in the best spirit and for excellent ob-

Jjeets.

I have been greatly disappointed about the interisland
steamer, but the Panama Railroad Company promises to put it in

operation very soon.
Very sincerely,

/ aee 7E %r:{*«f/ ‘3?;;»-.1,

Incl: Copy letter Jan.l2 to Jno.l ,Tarner.
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¥r, John K. Turner, N
San Jumn, Porto Rlco. ey
{ X

Jear Nr. Surner:

You will doubtless recall your suggestion to me

of the desirabllity of having Governor Yager nsmed. as .
& member of the Bhipping Bourd. “H
iy

)it

.‘ 3‘;

I did not forget this and have thought of writing
to you about 1%, dut an I was unable to agcomplish any-
thing, 1 deferred writing.

./*

1 took the matter up first with the Seoretary of Wary
He told me that 1t wasg o 1iitle late, but that he thought i
Governor Yager would loase nothing thereby in so mmeh as it i
seamed apperent that tho nominees for the Board wers not
going to be confirmed. [he result seens, so far, to Justify
that view, : \

Mis interview snd ny own observation of conditions
here convineed me that nothing eould at this time be BOOOT~
plished in that direction., Thi: is inm order that you may
know that the matter has not been overlooked.

Ve are Just begiuning to have some of owr disagreeabls
winter weather here, and I hope that you are appreciative of
your fine weather in Porto Rieo, which I at this time envy you.

With kind regards snd best wishes for the HNew Your, I am,

Very sinserely,



——

Jexs)

San Juan, Porto Rico.
January 28, 1921,

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Uy dear Ceneral:

. I have read with unusual interest your ocnfidential
1lsttor ‘of January 12th, I noticed first that you had not
learnod of the death of ¥r, Turner who died =ore than a mon=
th ago after a short and sevare return of hiz o4d4 trouble-
gprue ., I suppose that the mew sdeinistratiig Wil) have %o
necin A8 novo in recsmstituting the shipni ard; and as
i1t mst de & di-partisan in charagter the icht poszaibly
be n ohance for my apoointmant 22 one of~{%e Democrats, Howe
ever, there are go many ®lanre ducks” his party a2t press
snt that I =upnose theve will be a qu abhmdance of mate ©

erinl, @

I was gratified to lea om you that Wesars Tra- -
vieso, Barceld, and Cérdova netunlly Agiinz the Sama
thiuﬁn.t Tashington that ¢ 1 said to.reyg NHNr, Ruiz So=-
ler - raturned from on and he tolls me, confiden=
tially, that the gentl conferred with Nr, Harding
at Harion received the rasai-n that a Porto Rican gover=-
nor might really de inted some time durint the present
year ag my sugoes the office, Mr, Ruiz Soler asaw
mich of hia fri tor Watson and Judge Towner and other

resantntiv xahinscton ant seams himeelf to he hope-
ful alonz the Wémsé lines, The Unionists have put forward
Hr, Travi their beat oandidate and vwnless he can bhe
appointed will resist to the utmost of their influence
any chap T am gonfident that the business intarests of
Porto especially the Americans who control most of the
1arge snterprises and the banka, will also ®obstaculize” to
the ut=ost of their strength the appointment of any Porto
Rican at this time on the ground that it would mean an addi-
tional shock to confidence and business recovery which have
alrendy had ahocks enough,

T

The air is full of rumors snd suggestions and argu-
menta, I enclosa some clipringas from yesterday's Tiempo
giving some them in detail which may prove of interest to
you, Ool, Shanton recsived by tha last boat a letter from



(2o for )

Genera) George X, Darling of Boston who mentioned, amongst
other things thie follewing: #I shook hands today (presume
ahly in Boston) withg the next Jecretary of War sand also with
the next Governor of Porto Rico, but I am not allowad to give
sny namen,® However, as yom know, whoever may suit the nsw
all;:nlatm{on and the people of Porto Rico will cortainly
suit me,

You also understand that our next se=sion tha Log-
islature will! begin February i14th and contin tlpmst until
anme time in June, The fiscal year will cl&. une 20th, The
g:paﬂtiua of the ann:l report oocupies ANghst and September
fhe most conveniasnt time to changs the r is therafove,
in the autumn, ]It was probably fo eason that Governor
Colton's term bepnn and ended in v_%r and my term began in
the same monthH, And it may be tha venisnce of administras=
tion =ight or might net have some @L unenca this year,

I a=m looking forwarad -%\queab intarest to the in-
otallment of the inter-isl eamer and hope it will be
very soomn, \

"
B

\é\\6 ﬁary sincarely,
N

3

gyt setison, |
» Bureanu Affaira, !

: Dmrtmt?hshmgton, D. @,

N SR
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In reply refer to

B.1.A.No

/-

WAR DEPARTMENT,
BUREAU OF INSULAR AFFAIRS,
WASHINGTON.

February 3, 1921.
CONFIDENTIAL.

Honorable Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, Pe.R.

My dear Governor:

I have your personal and confidential letter of
January 26th.

I was certainly shocked to hear of Mr. Tarner's
death. I had no idea that he was not in the best of
health, He was certainly interested in the things of
this world and his friemds. I feel that Porto Rico has
lost one of her best citizens.

There seems no doubt that the new administration
will begin de novo in organizing the Shipping Board, but,
as you say, there are many Democratic "lame ducks." 1
first gained the lmpression after the election that there
‘would be no Republican "lame aucks”, but I find that there
are quite a mumber of those also. A surprising number of
the old members of Congress of both parties were defeated
either in the primaries or in the final election last No-
vember,

I gathered that while Mr. Harding had received the
Porto Rican visitors very kindly he did not promise any-
thing and that he was very careful to avoid sny impression
they might receive that he was promising something. The
general impression here is that there will not be appointed
a Porto Rican Governmor or, in fact, a resident of Porto Rico.

¥y, Todd is now here, and Ir. Nixonm, who has been with
the Republican Committee, is on the ground also. Both have
called on me and both have rather indicated that they were
not candidates for anything in Porto Rico.

Among the persons who have been mentioned here are
¥r. Sanderson, who is at present the Secretary of the Senate,
and I am told from the Hill, though I have not seen him, that
he is an open candidate. I do mot know him at all.
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There is also a rumor that General George K.
Darling, whom I remember as Major Darling, is a candidate
for the position. When he says that he shook hands with
the next Secretary of War 1 assume that he meant Senator
Weeks, It is generally supposed now that Senator Weeks
will be the new Secretary of VWar, though it has not been
announced with such positiveness that it might not be changed.

I have been investigating the ceause of the failure to
put the ADVAKCE on the interisland route between Porto Rico
and Santo Domingo and Haiti, and I find, confidentially,
that it is this: The Panama Steamship Company is willing to
do it and the Secretary of War has urged them to make the
necessary preparations. One thing and another has delayed them.
The Shipping Board, it is understood, is not favorable, perhaps
due to the direct lines between New York and the several islands.
In view of this and that the new Secretary of ¥War may have some
ideas on the subject himself and may be inclined to agree with -
the Shipping Board, or at least be unwilling to oppose tnem,
the steamship company feels that it would be wise to withhold
action until the new Secretary is installed in office and can
be consulted.

I am seeing that you are sent the hearings on the tariff,
and you will see that the products of Porto Rico, with the ex-
ception of coffee, are being amply looked after by similar in-
terests in the States. It looks now as though the Fordnmey bill
which is now beding discussed in the Senate will fail of passage
or will be vetoed. From the vote on cloture I take it that
there is a bare majority in favor of it in the Senate, and if
the President is sufficiently interested to veto it, it could
not be passed over his veto. It may, therefore, be that this
will be considered in the general revision of the tariff that
will come later. ;

You also ask my judgment as to whether, whem, and how,
you should take the initiative in the matter of the Governor-
ship under the new administration. Governor Colton's term of
office legally expired on December 6, 1913. On August 20,1913,
he wrote a letter to the President, in which he requested that
his resignation should be made effective on November 5, 1913.
He fixed this date for the reasons given by you - that is, that
it enabled him to close out the work of the Legislature, pre~
pare his annual budget, and turn the office over at a convenient
time to his successore and for the additional reason that on
that day he completed his four years in the office, he having
received a recess appointment on November 6, 1909,

. The office is at present without term and is specifically
held "at the pleasure of the President and until his successor
is chosen and qualified”, and for that reason I believe that
it would be advisable for you to write to President Harding
placing yourself at his disposal, setting forth the status of

the legislative sessions and the annual report. “
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Governor Colton transmitted his letter to the President
to me as Chief of the Bureau, and I submitted it to the Secretary
of War with a statement, and it was by the Secretary submitted to
the President.

As Judge Cordova and Senator Barcelo explained to me, Mr.
Harding said to them: "Now that you are satisfied with your Governor
it seems to me that there is no particular haste in the premises”
or words to that effect. You, of course, kmow that 2ll of the offi-
cers of the Bureau see no reason for & change in the Governorship
in Porto Rico at this time. Porto Rico gives the Department no
trouble and there is the possibility always that with an indiscreet
change it might become a very sore spot.

With kind regards, I am,

Very sincerely,
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in San Juan. Ve have Sor a sup~

*

ply of vaceination material and I . Pedro del Valle

O\

of the ~ublic th Service has ca@?(u superiors, and §
think 1t utie likely Mlﬂp@uﬂ‘t hove been sent

to the l./.‘m about it. {\0
%mof-tb‘ @ hore was discovered very
om,, aﬂwtn&a@o-mmsw immediately even

/é'.ﬂn-mow he nature of the trouble, to prevent

/Ats apr Mu@ltm.m"mattkaboﬂmwm

cases in one place; and only two mnew casee have de-
veloned

e going to elean up the town thoroughly and make @
etrung affort to destroy rats. The Legislature has taken prom
ﬂfﬂ appropriate action. And amonget other things placed at
t/ie disposal of the Gowernor sufficient funds to meet the em—
tamgency. The publiec are behoving with commendable self ocontre

7 and oqutninity.
I am considering this morning requesting of the United
MtoﬂodtkScMoo to lond ue for a season a rat

that you already know that we have |

4
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expert so that we may emphasize to the utmoet this pariiou-
lar feature and exterminate, i1f poseible, the rat mutisanee.
They cohetitute a ocostly nuisance anyway regardless to the
menace to public health at thie moment.

We have strong hopes mcum/u aﬁ@\'n hold the di=
mtommmmamuﬂntég and stamp 1t
out guickly. Of course we should M%Q reduce to a minimum
all unneoessary exoitement N'Wm of business, be-
oause bueiness hae almeady Md& turbance enough. I would ape
preciate any suggestions tetance you might give in thie
matter. .\"

The mh.lalw(yn on the l4th and organized; and om th
15th received in good spirit and I am wvery hopeful
of a good m@. I suppose that before this you have receiyv
ed a copy he Governor's meeeage.

he surprise of most people Mr. Coll y Tuohi was el=
ected speaker. This eleopion caused a lot of heart burnings,
threatened to dierunt at the bogtmtnsﬁthe session the har-
mony in the majority party. Mr. Baroelé and Mr. Georgetti
were greatly dileappointed at tho eleetion of Mr. Coll and they
etrongly aeoused Mr. Travieso of having deserted them at the
eritical moment in violation of his agreement. Of course Mr.
Coll hae placed himeelf under the etrongest pledgee and bonds

O

e ) .
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pood conduet and fatthful adherence to the other leaders
-ﬂthmdtmm This program includes striet
attention to the immediate problems confronting the govern=
ment with any reference to the future pa.ll“aaé$t¢tn¢ and
eognate discussions. Here's hopint that WW it ond.
M. Baroold informe me that the ture will adopt
pory speedily a concurrent mmﬂa\mﬁm to the new
admintetrat ion earnestly plndﬁp @H o amtu oonﬂmm
of the preeent dnuiunue\ t any nfcnmo wkm
ge to what is to follow. \&’0

Reverting to § i¢ I'm enclosing \c.uppw Jrom

the sttuation(yp to date. )

&\

Very simcerely youre,

o L

Al
— ]
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WAR DEPARTMENT

/ Washington

March 3, 1821.

Dear Governor Yogsr:

I am preparing now to leave the War Depart-
ment. |

As one of my final aots I deaire to #gll vou
how muoch I have appreciated your work in rorto Rico
and how great has been my satisfaotion at the way
in whioh you have handled the difficult and annoy-
ing mrobleme arieing there. (Mhat would normally
have been a heavy respongibility for the 7ar De-
partment will be, dus fo your effteient management
of the affédpe committed to you in Porto Rico, one
of the moet pimant Mrl@s of my eervice in this
offloe. |

PR best wishee to you, and with kindest re=
garde to each of the members of your family, I am,

Very sincerely,
(Stgned) Newton D. Paker
Secretary of Var,
Honorable Arthur Yager,

Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juarny Ps Re
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April 21, 1921, %%

Honorable Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, P.R.

My dear Governor:

I have read, with interest, your letter of April
13th in the matter of the new budget and tax propositions
to meet the increased budget. The letter shows that you
appreciated the origin of the Ingquiries, I am inclosing
2 copy of the memorandum with which I submitted to the
Secretary your letter, which I thought to be the best way
in which to bring the matter to his attention. Unfortu-
nately, I have not as yet had an oppor tunity of talking
the matter over with him.

The Secretary of War had not yesterday submitted any
recommendations or discussed seriously with the President
the appointment of a Governor in Porto Rico, so that the
reports of pending appointments up to that time must have
been simply newspaper guesses. The number of candidates
has not decreased since my last letter on this subject, but
I have no information as to rending setion. You, of course,
understand that certain people are urging immediate action
in the way of appointing a new Governor: if you do not, I
think it is well that you should know this. I shall keep
you advised fully of everything of interest to you as soon
as I, myself, am informed,

Very sincerely,

FRANK HcINTYRE,

AY

/?WZ %@//\/4?/&,
/

Chief of Bureau,.

Incl: Copy memo.Apl.20 on Proposed budget for P.R., for F.Y.1921-2,



April 280, 1981,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SEORETARY OF ¥AR:

Zxoposed budset for Porto Rico for the fiscel yemr 1921.2.

The Bimmnisl budget psssed in 1918 provided a sotal
for the owrrent year 1920-1, with the imereuse authoriged at
the speeial session of the legislature im 1920, of J8,079,253.15,
With this budget im operation 594 of the ohildren of Porto Riso
were denled the privilege of attemding the public sghools,

The imerican Public Health issogiation passed at its annwal
moeting in San Pranciseo, Soptember 15, 1920, a resolution cone
sorning public health in Porto Rico, in whieh, among other things,
it was recited thas -

“Ie health oomiitioms of the lslsnd remalm to this
day in a most deplorable condition of nagleat, the death
rate belng ftwise 8s high as now prevails iu continental
United States”.

The spprepristion for publie works was inmafficient to
maintain in firstelass condition the existing propsriies and
roads and bridges of the govermment. additiomal public works
were urgently needsd. e conditione of heaith in Porto Alco
ware such that an effort to obtaim dirset assistance from the
United States Trewsury hus been persistemt for many yeurs,

On the other hsnd, the taxatiom in Forto Rico was far less
than in any other plage withim the Jurisdiction of the United
States. 4in income on vhieh the tax in the United States of
§295,610 was levied pald inm Porto Rico $77,540: an ineame in
the United States whion patd a tax of $1,235,510 pald in Porto
m“ m&.m.

This low taxation in Porte Rico resulted is the larger
Amsrican corporations operating there surremdering their articles
in the United States and ineorporatisg in Forto Riso so as to
become subject to thls lesser tax. The posiiion of the Governor
of Porto Rico was that taxatiom in Porto Rico must at least ape
proach taxation in the United States befors Porto eo could
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with good grace appesl to the United States for assistange
iz remedying the deplorable aonditions of health snd pudlic
instrustion.

faving this in mind, the Governor submdited this year
a budget salling for the expenditure of $10,289, 127460 per
anmam, anh iosreese over the preseni year of slightly in exsess
of $2,000,000, sand of this, $1,860,000 vas to be Jevoted to
sdusation, health and pudlie works, The inoreased tuxaiion
wes to be primeipally in the form of an inoome tax which waa
more nearly to approagh the Income iax in the United States,
put iz no oase to ba in excesy of the tax fmposed herse

My om fear iz that the Govexnor will be wnable to seoure
the peassage of the neseasary tax isws to eusble his snocessor
to profit by the recommendal jons whiek hs hoas made and wiish
are nesessary to s supcsssful sdninistration in Porto Rieo.

FRARE  NelLiTIRE,
Chief of Bureaus

Insle: GCov.P.l., cable 2pl.l2, /6863
latter ipl.ld,



T v

°  WAR DEPARTMENT e Mﬁ"’ \
BUREAU OF INSULAR AFFAIRS i !:ng 5
5 = e / ~
WASHINGTON . NS
in reply refer to PTA 1-_-‘,\& \
B 1 AR lay 4, 1921, y

Tonorable Arthur Yager,
fiovernor of Porto Rice,
San Juan, T.73.

Yy dear Governor:
I bave vours of Avril 26th.

I an sorry that you rave been disturbed by the contents
of the letter from I'r. Bemnett, I think that I have heretofore
given you the exact facts of the rumors about the purchase of the
railway and the presidency of the University. The Secretary of War
éid not, and I a2m sure that the President did not have the slightest
idea of any corruvnt barsain or understanding. I answered your cable-
oram on this subject promptly and wrote to you at the same time.

I have been & little more interested in the revenue features
of the budget tham in the appropriation features, and I have heard
nothing about what the Legislature provosed to do in the matter of 190e
voging the additional taxes resuired.

‘I sent you yesterday a cable to the effect that Ir. E. Iont.
Reily was to be nominated for Governor this week. I did this knowing
your interest in the matter and on the statement of ¥r. Reily himself
and of the private seecretary to the Secretary of Uar. I'r. Deily is
from Vansas Oity, Vissouri, and is an investment broker.

The selection, as I understand, was made versonally by the
Tresident, who has known l'r, Reily for many years.

I have just been called un by the Secretary of "ar's office
and directed to premare for submission I'r, Reily's nomination, which
will probably, therefore, be sent to the Canitcl today or tomorrow,

1'r. Reily exvects to go Test to Famsas City and to return
in the nesr future with nis family. He exvects to toke the oath of
of“ice here and to sail shortly thersafter for Dorto Rico. Trese dates
are, of course, devnendent on confirmation and bave not been fized., 1
shall xeen you advised, of course, by cable of events as they ocecur.

I hone that the Legislature will kave concluded its work
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and that vou will have time to closs that business before the change
of the Governorshiv is made.

I am, with kind regards,

Very sinegerely,

2 FRATY HelINTYRE,
Chief of Bureau.
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Ny dear Governor:
1 bave yours of April 2&th.

I @ sorry that you have been disturbed by the contante
of the letter from Kr, Bemvett. I think that I have beretofore
given you the oxagt fascts of the rumors about the purchase of the
railway and the presidency of the University. The Secretary of War
did not, and I am sure that the Presidept 4id not bave the slightest
ides of any corrupt bargein or understaniing. I answered your cable-
gram on this sub promptly and ¥reté to you at the same time,

I

:
i

8 little mers interested im the revemume featurss

the appropriation features, and I have heard

Legislature provossd to do in the matter of im-
f.tllrd.

:

budget
about

3
i
:
g5
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X yesterday & cable to the effsct that Nr. R. Hont.
ily was to be nominated for Governor this week, I did this knowing
intersst the matter and on the statement of lir. Reily himself
£ the privete secretary to the Jecretary of War. HNr, Reily ls
Funsae Qity, Vissouri, and is an invesiment broker.

The seloction, as I understand, was made persomally by the
President, who has known Nr, Reily for many years,

i

1

I have just been called up by the Secretary of War's office
and directed to prepare for submission Mr, Reily's nomination, which
will probably, therefere, be semt to the Capitol teday or tomorrow.

Nr, Relly expects to go West to Kansas City and to return
in the mesr future with his fumily, Ho expects to take the ocath of
offrige here and to sail shortly thereafter for Porte Rico, Thése dates
are, of oourse, on confimmation and have not been fixed, I
.hilkmmll sed, of course, by cable of events as they osour.

1 hope that the Legislature will have conoluded its work

e
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and that you will bave time to olose that business before the change
of the Governorship is made.

I am, with kxind resards,

Very singsrely,

FRAYYK NelNYYRRE,
Chiaf of Bureaun,
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§ Uy dear (eneral: ,z o
S AT Some tine ago I received a latter from my feiend,
4 Dr. Shaw who was in Washington at the time and had had @
3 omforonce with the Seeretary of var. Dr. saw' g
to urite some fime to the Seoretary of . bwtﬂm-.' |
-lm fhe enaloeed s my w@o Or. Shaw's i
sugges ton, and if you think that tals letter s not wn- L
advigable I would appreciate 1t would send it on ,:
o the Seoretary. \O | 6
| (\\2\ Very sinoerely yours, "
/ O T
| Gerieral Frank JeIntyre, |
’f’ Mites, K\e‘ of Insular Affaire, .
| War Dapartment, Washington b. 0. u
3 / 'f/,* |t



I feor that you will think that. in the laet fow doys
I've baen mdinygonwbim in a rather ppaterical fash
on. th ie, that the eituation in Porto Rico
the reeeipt of your cgble of 4tis announcing that ir. B
would tmmedtately be nominated hos bsoome entirgly mnprecfdent=
od and very remarkable. IThe legtelature i ccopted

. 25¢h and in one om two other zm.n-\j thought that the
"rogident would follow the policy iANicated in the second pare

R ot s
é curnment of Le
th in adrance of the exveci=
arly that e had changed hie

2o aproint the mnew govarnor

org the an _ The Legislature belleved that
- mOCeon mus Ate doalre to hawve a nam govsrner
come doum in time fo onfere with any urong purpcgses that
they may have had § d zbout the railmoid bill, the inoraco=
ed %, the ¢ laws ete. They balileve tiat the ohange
- of poltey was the charpoe mads of Vachington againet
themepe lvoe overnor. @id their regetion une to take
recese of the Idglalature immectately and to await *he arrivael
off the nawy ghprnor whthout final adjournment whether he comee
in June, cMil, or iuguet. henever he gomes he will find the

Fexss

e ® s o,

N in seselon resdy to i#cke u> with him ot ldost some
- : ¢ lowe as well ae other matiere in which
ore pgreatly interceted.

I recelved your cablegran of Loy 8, No. €23, juet be=
Jore the legieloture had pasged the :.‘onaum;nt Molétton to

receeg, whichy by i am enclogi and I eent .
Foroeld ﬂﬂj #. y‘-ﬂ.aws,h«md them ya;'g’oablc and tried to
tham to poeipone the recees and continue thair work,

et least until they oould learn the probadle date of the new

mor's arrival. But they called attention to thse faot
that you were Juat expreassing your oun views in thie cable

I

4 o7 -



PP B ¥

ae to the "ropriaty Bf thelr finishing their work and they did
rnot believe thet your views on thie moiter colneided wiih those
of the Seoretory of VYar or of the resident. At any rate ik

went right chead with theinr rocoes. ‘

Another bonbshadll was throum into the works by the

receipt of your gvable of “ay 7thy No. 424 in whieh you i

as follows: "Retley’s momination eemt fo the rerxte (iay J}
ﬂiu probodly take oxth of ofloc os soun ae Mﬁh .1y
ing governor will be deeignated to aot until (e arrives.” '
mm thot 1. Peilsy meant te gualify goon as he
- ‘muummwnbmc
_ Ing governor womid be immedfately d€si
' to serve until Mr. Reiley'e
enable ¥,. Petley to toke the sclar wake it neceseary for
me to leawe the isluond Jjuet ae o9 I pogatbly eon. Of &
gonree T do not wieh and Isanot g}m to ramain in the iteland

Jor any length of time after I to ba governor. I rust
pt baock to Kentuoky and get ork at amtktng else ne cooR
nogeible. Thin rathor progeading following upon

tnopporm anpoiniment & now goyernor has Or
emeternation and the si ion is sntirely unpreeedented. ”.

he Feraker tot 2ll of the officials had o defi-

nite ¢ ffice exniring on a ceridain date. Thenover
of theas o qualified tn 7gekington or algsuherg outad
of the teland there was already a wananey and their teorme had
begun bafora they maalified. rersonally I do not believe that
taking the oath of office tn Tashington oonsti tutee cualifloo=
tion in the sense Mol it makee the term begin. The case of
Judge 0dlin is ontirely tn point. .nd the lopartment 0f Jus~
tioe after having instruated Judge Cdlin to qualify in Pash=
ington when the ninech came they boeked cway from it ond ignor
umzcuzy the oath of offioe ttaken up there. Judge Hamt.

continmed to rerform the duties and Judge 0dlin quallfied
- hie Mva.-l. The suditor cf “orte Rico hoe uluwaye held that

’§

officere miet quallfy here, even under tha Forcker Aot when
there wae an actual wocnnoy. .tiornsy General Foster Broum
held the enme opiniomn, thomgh .ittorney General Pitkin held dife
ferently in the case of Judge Familton on his firet appointmont



when there was on aotual peocney in the office. : 2
Aetde from the etriot law of the matter it docs not
eean proper t%l ehould be amt..lg taken our o tha ofifioe
; or while lslond, granting thet I'm
proxep effort to get muay. I'm perfectly sore that poie

u"ﬁ? cmk‘;ll a;nm%ﬁ.c pnm:g?w T :’he i; wonuld N
eabled you that I could leave on the iay & port provided {#

aroznd by Panama whish would glve mgyome ntne or ten
mwtr t eame direci. It seer be
) got qway dy the 18th of "ay. ~Fre. Yager fe not
itce had o gomious illnewss; while she has been én=
in paeking for eoms doys I gvAst think it boosible fom
‘ug to get our things togetier i& Jor thie trananort.

ngs
Degidee ell thie I feas o you Srankly that I cam .
to e shed by ©his summary procegs. v
pre that a more dignified and or=
. tehing @ change would be exceedingly -
helpfl to the new ad etration fron ewvery point e¢f view. i
When the Legialaturs seenbles on the 30th of Mau, if the

new gowernor has ved by thot time, I [eel sure I could
m tha lLe tre at least to finizh the budget cnd pore
some of ' laws. [he gselay on the ¢t le exceod=
tngly 1 ts and 17 It i not naswsd bty July lat the gops
erner woul to put im foroe the old Ludget and this ls

vary undakindie.

In view of the whole situation, thersforg, T atill hav
horss firet, that the new govarnor will not attampt 2o quzlify
at 7ashington or at leust before I omm leqve the itszland; seo=
ond, in oase it may not be conwenieni jor hin to sall bafore
June 10th that he some on the tranavort dne to lsave L(hat date o
ond ailow me to aselet at his inauguration and hand the gowarne
mont over to him in peracn as i done in all the states, md I
wouléd leawe on ids itransport sailing »robably on the same day
of the inauguration. However, i1f the gopernor could coms doum
.m than this I would rearrangs my dlans a0 as tc conform
wit 3.

Very eincorely youre,
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Hay 1?’ 1g21,

My dear General: R

Our maile,ae you probably know, have been irregular and i
dnhwofmom.ﬁhumm;htr-m -
Juat recetved your letters of May 4th and 5th ond aleo that q 1-|'|
Aprel 37th. :mmdmmuum% ss I oabled 0
MIMWNUWMM\ ton for mysels T
and family on eumwn@{rﬁsa ie o
peach San Juan and satl to , Roads sone time abo
200n. mmumwu({;hmnmm-untutmm

dats fs more conventent I M hemnaﬂoktouthar-

rangement. ‘6‘ ' =
0f sounse, as I(am in a great rush o!m.pd&'aﬂoé,_fu- Pin

al departure I e thie letter vemy brief. I hopa 0

Mpmn#&\a!onMadaymhamaMlMﬂm?- "

fore ﬂmr@xum and we cam them talk over au rooont

matters more sonveniently. | 4
There ts 1i8tle o add fo what I have mwmm |

and cabled ae to the eituatton here. Mr. Denedioto gesumed

the offtee of Aoting Gowernor on May 18th; perhape he hae

oabled you to that effect. It te mite imposeible to pre=

diot what will be done by the Legislature when it resseembles J

at the end of iay. But the indieations are that they will -/,_f_".

I

hold up everything important vending the arrival of the new -




Governor. They seem determined to have a cohference with him

over the budget, taxzation lawe, and other importcnt dows and

aleo over the policy he intends to pursune in the matter u'q'll-

pointmente before they finally adjourn. nu,u, of coursae,

extremely inoonvenient fhd diffioult for W’.

ny impreseton ie that they will earmy tie@i’mﬂhutmﬁ

mum*mmmmm,uhm.mcm _
It ie cxecedingly om ewvery point of view :

that the appointment of iir. n.@{-m not have besn rostpome |

od at least two orumut@ for the Legtslature woe expe=

diting tte work in m@n@atm way so thet it could adjourn

in the latter part ofiNay in the firm belief that no avvotnt=

ment would be i1 after they had finished their work.

w\u‘ Speaker Coll ond some others were hoping

and hhmackmbpto:raammhmh

and be in the matter before the aprointment wae finally

determined. The amnounoement in your cablegram of iay 4th

that the nomination wae %o be made a# onoce threw o monkey wren

in the entire maohinery. 11 the oxplanations of $¢ thus fam

received are entirely uneatisfuctomy from the Porto Rican poin

' of view and I o0 no way out of the eltuction now exoept for

¥r. Retly to get downm ae qulokly as possidle and get the in-



evitable oonferences over ae soon as rossible. I hope al-
e0 that he will be able to exhibit a comctliatory atiitude
onddan intelligent comprehension of the probleme ané dife
ﬁﬁ#ﬂmummnﬂlwuhﬂunhmmntqw:mhuu'éi
people of Porto Pige of all parties w@ ons are look-

tng forward to his eooming with ndé , and anxiety.
" \
w,«@tn-dy,
O ‘
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o\:}
M Fronk »
Thief, Bureacu ‘@o Alfatre,
War & hington, D. T%
,Q‘K\Q’ &

j | (in Mo JT) - ‘



METIORARDUR FOR 7T SFOEETAEY COF WAR:
g
Pronoged budget for Porto Bico for the fiscal year 1921-22

The biennial budget dassed in 1918 provided a total
for the ecwurrent year 1920-21, with the increase authorized at
the speciaql session of the Ia;zslature in 1920, of 28,079,252,
15. 7ith this budget in overation 595 of the chzlanen of Por—
to Rico were denied the nrivilege of attending the public
schools.

The American Public Health .issociation passed at its
annual meeting in San Francisco, September 15, 192C, a resolu—-
tion concerning »ublic health in FPorto Rico, 22>which, among

other- things it was recited that -

"The health conditions of the Isla

day in a most devnlorable condition Qf n

rate being twice as high as now breval
nited States”.

win to this
ct, the death
n continental

The approzriation rfor vubl works was tnsufficient to
maintein in firstelass conditibn existing »roperties and
roads and bridges of the gover aégi Additional »ublic works
were urgently needed. The co ong cof health in Porto ”zco
were such that an effort v“o& win airect assistance from the
United States Treasury hqs pergiatent for many years.

On the other ha uhe taxation in Forto Rico was far
less than in any othe lace within the Jurisdietion of the
United States. An gﬁy ma@ on which the tax in the United State
of 5295,51C was paid in “orto Rico d77,540 an income
in the United S&c which »aid a tax of 21,233,51C »aid in
Porto Rico ?:f?BgQ .

Qwa taxation in Porto resulted in the larger Am-—
nDerrations overating there surrendering their arti-
cles in ¢ United States and incorporating dhewe—~ in Forto
Rteo 8o as to become subject to this lesser tax: The nosition
of the Fovernor of Porto Rico was that taxation in “orto Rica
must at least apprroach tazation in the United States bhefore
Pomto Rico could with good grace apveal to the United States
Jor assist ance in remedying the cenlorable comditions of
health and oublie instruction.

Having this in mind, the Jovernor subnitted this y@dr
a budget callsz for the espendztune of "1C,289,127.8C ver
annwi, an itnerease over the present year of olzgntly in excess




-

of £2;000,000. and of this $1,880,000 was T0 be devoted to
education, health and public works. The increagsed taxation
was to be principally in the form of an income tax which was
more nearly to apptoach the income tar & in the United States
but in no case to be in excess of the tax imposed here.

fear is that the Jovernor will be unable to se-—

iy own
cure the nassage of the necessary tax lavs to enable his suc—

cesgor to »rofit by the recommendations which he has made and
which are necessary to a successful adminigtration in Forto

Hico.
&
N\
B Frana (hI ntyre,
@e.}’ of Bureau,
>
Inels: Gov.P.R. 4ipl: 12 358; ’\C)

letter Apl. 13.
e \O
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MEMORANDUN FOR THE SECRETARY OF WAR:
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The biennial budget passed in 1918 provided a total
B e e T o e 1tel sttre in 1930y of 08,070s288
15, 7ith this budget in operation 595 of the ohildren o
to Rico were dented the privilege of ctlmgtw the publie
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Mraneisco, September
tion concerning public health in Porto Rico, f‘ which,
other thi it wae recited that - s
health conditions of the Ielan® rema
day in o most deplorable condition of
rate being twioe ae high as now in cont \
nited States”.

The appropriation for mu worke wae in ient to
matntain in firetelase condit %m propertiee and
roade and bridgee of the ¢. Additional te works
were urgently needed. The of health in Rtoo
wore such that efrort t in direot assistanoce the

On the other hakd, the tazation in Porto Rico wes far

within the jurtediotion of the
whioh the tax in the United State

in “orto Fico - an uut-
which pald a tax of ,of"’ ,aio patd tn’

at least approaoh ﬂ:'“. in the United Statee bejfore )‘

grace apreal to the United States
remedying the deplorable oconditions of
io tnetmuation.
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wo.m. and of this £1,880,000 was to be devotsd to

on, health and public works. The i tazation

wee %o be 1y in the form of an fnoome tar which wos
more nearly to apptoach the imcome tar e in the United Jtates
munmuuumutum mpoeed here.

My oum fear i8 that the Fowvernor will be unable to se-

i

oure the of the necessary taxr lass to enable his suo=
essgor to ¢ by shmmum-ﬁuhhhonﬁﬂ
““ are necessary to a successfal adminietration in Porto






y/f/ WAR DEPARTMENT,

BUREAU OF INSULAR AFFAIRS,
WASHINGTON .,

CONFIDENTIAL.

My dear Governors

I learned today, in a rather round about way,
that you were perhaps worrying a little about the conditions in
Porto Rico in view of the fact that some things had been aired
in the press up hers,

I am writing to you in entire confidenca(ﬁithout putting it

on our records, and I hope that you will not put it on yours,yand
in a striectly personal way, to say that you should not allow/what-
ever has appeared up here to worry you in the slightest. 1 can
easily imagine anyone in your position being concerned at the to-
tally unfair criticism which the class of people who handle these

N labor questions deal in, and while they may loom up large in Porto
Rico you can easily understand that people up here pay no attention
to them .

It has just occurred to me that perhaps in forwarding a copy
of the hearings before the Industrial Commission to you without any
comment you might have obtained the idea that the War Department
or the Bureau was giving some thought to the matter. ir. Gompers
is too well known .for anyone to bother attempting to meet his argu-
ments and the best thing that can happen to his press work is to
ignore it.

in sterday’s papers I noticed an effort to do a little press
work £pem Porto Rico, and I verified the source of it this morning.
i1t came from Zr. null's correspondent here, Mr., George Garner of the
¥ Boston Globe who is a very likable fellow and very anxious to do the
right thing by rorto Rico, and give Mr, full something of interest
from this end. Knowing nothing of Porto Rican conditions, and the '
Bureau's relation to themg, -L have had some difficulty in @inﬁg him le ajf
7 / the right point of view, T like most writers, he tries to lay on
the local color so much that he sometimes leans over backwards.
! For instance, 1 have explained to him several times that it was to
the best interests of the burcau and to Mr. Hull's paper not to re-
fer so frequently to the Bureau of lnsular Affairs or to its persomnel
as the Sureau is cognizant of the fact that most Porto Ricans and a
y good many Americans desire to make it appear that they are serving
under a tyrannical military regime. [ intimated to him last week
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that the source of news might dry up if he did not be careful, in

this respect, and he has made every effort to gresp the situation.

I do not know why he started this publicity business, whether it was
on his own responsibility or with the knowledge of Mr. Hull, or what,
but that sort of business could be much better handled by some one
writing from Porto Rito, like Mr. Hull, than it can by a correspondent
writing from Washington who has never been in the island.

tir. Garner has been rather pointed in his remarks with reference

t0 Mr. Rivera, and this has annoyed me a little bit because he perhaps
got his idea from me and elaborated upon it. 1 told him one time that
Porto Rico was badly in need of publicity and pointed out the difference
between the way her problems were handled by the press here and the way
Pnilippine questions were handled. The Philippine Commissioner travels
everywhere and never fails to be present when there is a chance to get
in a word for his people, and he keeps the Fhilippine problem actively
agitated in Congress and in the press all the time. It is Mr. Rivera's
misfortune that his Latin temperament leads him to seclude himself in
his office where it is difficult for people to find him to do business
with him, let alone learn anything about Portc Rico spontaneously.

I hope you will understand my point in writing you in this way at
thig time, but I want you te knoew that there is no UVepartment of the
Government up here which has been in any degree influenced by the effort
to agitate the labor problem of Porto Rico; least of all is there any
inclination anywhere, either in the War Department or the White House
to do anything but praise your administration in the island, and while,
of course, I am not personally in a position to speak officially in
such a matter, I am confident that I am right vhen I say that your ad-
minigtration has met with the approval of everybody here.

I hope that your health has not been impaired by the troubles you
have been going through and that you will not let the labor agitators
bother you. I think, if I were in your place, I would turn Mr. Bills and
Mr. travieso loose on them, and go fishing myself.

Very sincerely,

Honorable Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, Y. R.
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