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WALKER WHITING VICK
16 ADDISON AVENUE
RUTHERFORD, NEW JERSEY

February Twenty-second, Nineteen Fifteen.

Statement of Walker W. Vick to the Leaders of the Democratic Party

Because of my connection with President Wilson’s campaigns and inaugural, my position as
Assistant Secretary of the Democratic National Committee and my having held office under the Adminis-
tration, I have been criticised in certain quarters for my responsibility in bringing about the investigation
of James Mark Sullivan, Minister to Santo Domingo. This eriticism is based upon a misconception of
the facts by some and misrepresentation of the facts by others.

I firmly believe house-cleaning, when necessary, should be done within the Party and so thoroughly
and effectively as to leave no opportunity for doubt as to Democratic good faith. The Santo Domingo
scandal was a condition which had to be met frankly and squarely by the Democratic party. I endeavored
for about eight months to have the State Department give the matter the serious consideration it deserved.
Ample facts indicative of the urgent necessity for thorough investigation were presented by many persons
besides myself whose motives could not be questioned. Secretary Tumulty has testified I was acting upon
instructions of The White House in making reports on the Sullivan situation. It is also true I laid certain
facts before Secretary Bryan upon instructions of my superior officer, the Secretary of War. It is not
true that I made charges against Minister Sullivan.

Apparently the State Department made no competent investigation before deciding to stand by
Sullivan. The Department’s “whitewashing” of him created consternation among those having a knowl-
edge of the situation. Mr. Sullivan’s own reference to what he termed his “vindication” from The White
House (Press dispatch of September 30th, 1914) and his boast that he was returning to Santo Domingo
“to stay,” left no other honorable course than the one I followed.

My voluntary resignation forwarded to the President June 9th, 1914, was misrepresented in certain
quarters, and it was asserted that I would have been removed had I not resigned. Efforts were made to
besmirch my character by false affidavits and slanderous statements when Sullivan’s defenders found they
could not attack my official record.

While regretting the necessity, I felt my duty demanded the facts be laid before the President. This
was done by letter of December 1st, 1914. The appointment of Commissioner James Duval Phelan and
steps for a competent investigation followed.

A comprehensive presentation of the case to the President required that the facts as I knew them
should be supplemented with affidavits and other evidence which I as an individual lacked resources to
obtain. The New York World—a Democratic and Administration paper—undertook its own investigation
at my suggestion and with my co-operation. The results more than corroborated the facts as they had
come to me. I refused to co-operate with others whose purposes I believed to have been inimical to the
Administration and the Democratic party.

The testimony, as developed by Commissioner Phelan’s investigation, speaks for itself. In present-
ing my testimony, I have not resorted to personalities but have stuck religiously to the issues involved, i. e.,
Events leading up to the appointment of Mr. Sullivan, his fitness for the post and his actions in office. The
necessity for presenting Mr. Bryan’s letter arose from the statement contained therein that Mr. Sullivan
was “a strong, courageous, reliable fellow”—a prejudgment back of which Mr. Bryan had refused to go.

The record of the investigation shows convincingly Mr. Bryan has been imposed upon by men intent
upon selling him and the Democratic party for their own selfish ends.

It is a further duty of the Democratic party to clean up the pernicious lobby whose activities in
Tariff, Treaty and other legislation have been only partly brought to light in the record of the Sullivan
investigation. A Democratic investigation exposed the Republican lobby. As Democrats, we cannot afford
to have the tables turned or allow the Party to become stultified by “revenue only” Democrats serving their
own ends.

By compelling a thorough investigation of the Sullivan scandal I have rendered a public service to
my Country and discharged a duty to the Administration and the Party. I have no apologies to offer, but
‘do not desire to be misunderstood or misrepresented. No one has given more loyal and devoted service to
President Wilson and the Party than I. T stand squarely upon my record of accomplishment and the
sacrifices I have been compelled to make, financially and politically, because I would not shut my eyes to a
situation that no honest man could ignore. 7

; A
/V/e%f truly yours, X

AN




Chamber of Commerce
of the

Tnited States of America
Riggs Building
‘Washington, D.C.

March 26, 1915.

Governor Arthur Yager,
San Juan,
Porto Rico.

My dear Governor Yager:
This is just to let you know that some three months ago I left the

Review of Reviews and am now editing The Nation's Business for the Chamber of

Commerce of the United States. I think there is 2 chance to do some interest-

ing things.
I remember with the greatest of pleasure and appreciation your very

kind reception of me when I was in Porto Rico last fall and I hope gincerely

that when you are in Washington again I may have the apportunity to talk with

FOU.
Kindly =zive my bvest respects and compliments to Mrs. Yager and

Mrs. Lewis, and believe me
Very sincersly yours

P. 8. I wonder if our mutual friend, Colonel Burnham, was able to control
his excitement when he fired those shots from Morro at the German

steamer that tried to run out the other day.
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April 12, 1815.

Hy dear Count Valery:-

de all arrived safe ond well ai San Juan
after o somewhat stormy passuge. acress the ?g?ibéaaa
on Soturday morning.

Te are filled with the most charming recol-
lections of our delightful visit fe Caracaes and of
the numberlass courtesies and substaniial aeils of
Lindness whieh you extended fo us during our stay,
Jor all of which I thaak you most heariily beth of-
Ficially end perscencily.

I en enclosinyg some of ny cerds in order tlo
supply the deficiency as to aumber of those I left

with you. ¥
Pleass remember ne nost cordieily fo Gen-

gral indrede end fo Ir. Jelgado, end [ie Excellency
Pregident illdroucs Bugtillo and his fomily, and ell
the other officicls of the Republic end of the Feder-
al District who did so nueh #o make our stay in Co~
racas so agreechls.

I ghall certcinly expect pou sometime fo
pisit me in Porto Rico when it would offord me great
pleasure to give youn an opporitunity to see the many
things of interest that our Igland has fo show fe¢
pisitors.



Fith nost eordicl good wishes, I anm

Sinecerely yours,

Fovernor.

Henorable Kateo Valery,

Introductor de los ilinistros Jdblicos,

Caracas, Repidblica de Venasuela.
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ibril 14 de 1815,
Distinguldo sefior Presidente:-

B Degpuds de mi_ agradabilisime pigita o
Carcecs y o Venesueloa, he llegado sin novedaed ¢
ests isle.

nombre de mi femilia, en el de mis acompuiantes
g en el mio propie, nuestro sgradecinienic por

as mtltiples atenciones y bondodoscs wcios Ce.
cortesfo y hospitalided gue nog disgpensaron duran-
te nuestro visite o su beila ciuded ¥ pafs. Sien-
pre recordarenos los encantodores momentos de que
disfrutames durante ssée viajs, y de le mayor par-
te de ellos somos deucores o Vi. y sus femiliares,
y o los funcionarios de ese Jobierno.

Deseo manifestar o Vd. otre ves, en

Ei trayects de Carecos a_ruerie Cabello
estuve llene de incidentes agradebles, y el nafu-
rol tedio de tan large wiaje fué disipede grande-
nente por las comodidades gue nos brindé el fren
espscial del Geblerne, por el bien preparaedo
"Iunch” y por la gimpalica compefita del Sefior lateo
Pglery, por todo lo cucl desec velver o expresar a
"d. mi sincere aqprecio.

¢ . iéﬁs sraqd@tgue pgﬁéatfﬁ,‘snaonérarse 8
isposicidn de visiigr ¢ Pusric uig on 408 ..,
nés respetuosos saludos pare Si ﬁss@?nﬁuiﬁ%ﬁé Bora
esposa y demis parsonas 4e su_honorgble gq@%}ia%
ouede, con el fesiimonio de mi mayor consideracidn,

De Vd. muy atento y segurc servider,

Zgbernador,

Eremo. Sefior Doetor V. Harquez Bustillos.

¥ ¥ 3 s i Y.
Presidente ‘ropisional de la lLepiblica ce Venezusla,
Caraces, Venesuela, 5. A.
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WALKER W. VICK
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE
NEW YORK

#16 Addison Avenue  RUTHERFORD,N.J.

April 15th 1915.

Honorable Arthur Yager,
San Juan, Porto Rico.

My Dear Gevernor:--

Thank you for your good letter of March 19th. It is indeed
comforting to have the support of such friemnds. Mr. Bryan's letter to
me ,however, was not marked either "private or perscnal”. It came in
reguiar course.

Many disereditable rumors are afloat. I trust they are not
true. There seems to be no doubt that Mr. Tumulty is striving to

protect Sullivan, and some of the reasons he gives--if true--are truly

- |

indicative of smallness. The Commissioner has not yet filed his revort.

I am told Counsel Strong is busily engaged preparing same. The testi~
mony taken in Santo Domingo apparently was just as damaging to Sullie-
van as that taken in the United States. The significant thing as to
the Dominican testimony was that ex~Govermor Fort was shown up in a
most discreditable way judging from statements accredited to him by
such witnesses as J.H.Egwards, John T. Vance, Frank H. Vedder and
Charles M. Johnston. Unless a thorough clean up is obtained, it seems
certain a Congressional Investigation will follow. I suppose you have
seen the speeches of Congressman Rogers as published in the Congres-
sional Record of February 19th and 26th.

Business seems to be on the up grade. The President maine
tains the respect,confidence,love,faith and admiration of the people

generally as I observe matters. His immediate advisers are seriously

injuring the Administration throughout the country though. This is



. | G‘!;fh‘ hg
Lo ponorable Arthur Yager. (}g : /

based on information which comes to me from many States. I don't
believe the President is in touch with the real situgtion, and as
matters are lined up it is extremely hard for him to get the correct
viewpoint. This is all the more unfortunate because of his own grand
achievements and religious attention to the best interests of the
Nation generally. ‘

We would be badly beaten should any election be held now. Vhile
Chicago and St.Louils were more or less local, still the fact remains
Thompson made his Chicago fight along national lines. Senator Lewis
and others sccepted the challenge. The result you know. While there
were numerous contributing causes of the loecal sort, yet the country
at large has gained the impression that it was a slap at the Adminis-
tration. I don't believe it too late to remedy conditions, and I
sincerely trust and pray something may turn up shortly. Improvement
in pusiness will be beneficial, of course, but what we really need
ig a thorough reorganization. Ve still have the time if it isn't de-
layed too long. Secretary Garrison is recognized as President Til-
son's greatest asset, I think. Secretary lane is the other. Those
others who are not liabilities are placed in the "colorless™ clasS.
Don't think me iconoclastic. I am not. My faith,loyalty and devotion
to the President is as unswerving as ever. I have suffered much but
T believe I am broad enough to understand the forces and influences
that are busily misrepresenting.

Personally, my sacrifices have been 80 great that I muet get to
work with the least possible delay. It seems a hard cross to bear at

times, when it is considered that I have given four of the best years
of my 1life to the President's cause. I don't want to burden you with

any of my troubles. I deeply appreciate your friendship and interest,

and wish it were possible to have a good long talk with you.

T . ) A e . “r ]
¥ith best wishes to Mrs. Yager,tizﬁf a1y sdAd yq{ﬁﬁ?ﬂ‘(égﬁéﬁﬁﬁf
7 A5 _/““'ﬁ“

self. Very Sincerely,”
i ¢

S
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‘e, Jalker ¥. Viek

ey 28, 1918,

Butherford, few baﬁsay.
Iy dear Tiock:-

Your very kiad lettor of the 15th ultimo reached mo
in due course of nail and I greatly enjoyed it.

I have been looking out for the resull of the investi-
gatton into Sente Jomingo motters, but as far as I hove no-
ticed, nothing hos happened. Howeper, our news service
here, as you know, is so slender and when the ‘ew York pap-
grs come they are so old and come in such heapy botches
that it {s quite probable that something has happened with-
out our tnowing of it. LNorsover, there are so mnany other
things of the grectest impertance toking ploce in our big
world every day during thess tines, that many things whiech
would erdinarily ettract great citeniion may be overlooked
antd fergotien.

I would 1ike awfully to sse you end get in fouch wilh
the political situation throughout the ecountry as you see
it now. Uhat ig the likelihood of President ilson’s ac-
cepting ¢ renomination, ond if he should descline i¢, what

then?
I do not believe that there will be eny wor belwaeen

the United States and Jermany; but sironge things sometlines
hoppen, and the President certsinly has e difjicult task

in piloting the ship of stote through all the mine fiolds
end submarines and breckers o) the preseant sra of exiernal
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and internal problenms.

‘Everything is quiet hers in the Island, ond the sum-
mer promises to be umneventful both from a socicl and o
politieel point of view. The high price of sugar was of
course o great bensfit to the indusirial conditions hars.

I am planning to come to the States for a short rest
in September, bringing oll of my fomily with me, and I
hope to have @ chance fo sse you and have g long talk at
that time, and, meanwhile, I trust I may talk by letter.

The Industriel Heletion Commission has granted a
kearing ot Vashington to ¥r. Iglestas and other so-called
representatives of Porto Ricen leborers in order, I supposes,
to afford him an opportunity to ventilets felse and meli-
oious oharges against the Government of Porto iico on se~
count of its conduct during the strike amongst the suger
workers of the lTeland. While I have taken steps to have
the facts thoroughly set forth before the Commission, I
do not know what opinions they may forn e o the real
conditions here in Porto Rieco. It is so easy for the
imericen public to be deceived about these conditions, for
they are pery different from those of the States, and ¥pr.
Iglssias ond his confréres are ebsolutely unscrupulous
and reckiess in their stotements and have no principles
to guide them whetever sxeept that of personsl egrandige-

ment. ;
Fith beat wishes for you, I am

Stncarely your friend,
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lay 1, 1916.

By dear Mr. Vilella;

I was nuech gratified to receive through ir.
E., J. Saldafia the information that you had consenied to
comply with my request io serve on the Board of Review
and Equalization. I made this reguest of you not only
because of your thorough knowledge of the coffee indus-
try and of the values of coffee lands, bui also because
of your known pairiotism aernd publie spirit and also be-
cause of your loyalty to the governmeail of the i{sland.

In carrying oui this work of reassessment of the
property of the island we shall gndeavor fo manage it in
such o way as to be as litile burdensome as possible %o
the members of the Board, bui we shall of course be com-
pellsd to have meetiings of this board ian San Juan through-
out the work and submif to their decision disputed ques-
tions and complaints as to the valus and proper assess-
ment of property and the eclasses of prepsriy.

I am sure that you will understand that this
task of thoroughly revising the cssessment for the whele
island, however difficult it may prove to be , is of the
utmost importance and the fime for deing il is cxceediégly
opportune. Very grect changzs in the velue of some classes

of property have taken plcce gince the last ussessment,
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and there have baen many complaints of inequalities in
the assessmonis ag heratofore mede, and consequently therg
ts esvary reason for a thorough and complete revision of the
whole matier. HNoreover, we are underteking this revision
at the command of the Legislature of Porto Rico which has
pugsed o law requiring thaet this should be done and ap-
propriating monsy to pay for the expense of it. The _
‘lagislotors wers o/ the opinion that a Cherough and fair
-r@uision of the assessment will é&galt in o large inerease
of thé total assessments, and ag they provided that all
the procaeds of taxes from the ftncrecsed assessments should
benefit the insular treasury, ¢ was believed that in this
way o sufficient {nerease of revenues might be provided teo
encble the Insular goperament to perform its serpices ile
the tsland withoul embarrassment. So econfident were thay
of this result that they suthoriszed a new fssue of bonds
of £2,000,000 for the purpose ¢f completing the road sys- -
tem of the island which was adopted some years ago but
whieh has never been finished. UHowever, this issue of
bonds cannot be made unless ithe ezpactaiions of increasing
assegsments shall be realized. Of course it is thoroughly
understood that if our expectations are realized and bonds
tgsuad, among the first roads to be buill will bs those
urgently needed highways through the coffee regions.

I mention these matters simply to make clear to
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you how important and far-reaching is this work of re-
gssessment which the Lsgisiaénr@'has committed to our
hande. I am entirely confident that you can be of great
asstatance to the government and fo the peopls of Porte
Bico by serving in this capaciiy. |

I hope that this letter will find you in the en-
Joymant of good health, and with best wishes for yourself
and for Mrs. FPilella and your, entire family, I am

Sincerely your friend,

Governor,

Mr. Pablo Vilelles,
Lares, Porto Lico.
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Yareh 15, 1917,

Hy dear Ir. Peve;

it is with uncommon pleasure
that I acknowledge the receipt of your
telegram of recent date, expressing fe-
lieitations and congretuletions upon
the passage of the Jones 3ill.

I gssure you that I appre-
ciate your messape very highly and will
atiempt to orgunize the new government
in thorough accord with the same and
sensible suggestions you made at the
end of your telegran.

Thanking yow mest cordially
and assuring you of my high personal
esteen, I an

Sincerely your [Sriend,

Foparnor.

Jr. Santiage Teve,
Pojardo, 2. R.
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PONCE OFFICE GUANICA CENTRALE NEW YORK OFFICE

PONCE, P. R, 62 CEDAR STREET

ENSENADA, P.

Hon. Lrthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, 2. R.

Iy dear Governor:-

There are two matters in connection with which I desire to impose
3 bit npon your valuahle time.

I am sure'you have not forgotten the conversation I had with you
with respecet to F. R. Suarez, and while I do not thiuk that il is neces-
sory to remind you, yet it has occurred to me that as the month is near-
1y up (for which period you thought the matter ought to rest) I would
like very much indeed, in fact I cannot urge too strongly that you exer-
cise your clemency in %this matter.

Allowing for full respounsibility on the part of the individual, 4
similiar case in the States without extenuating circumstances, would have
carried with it a penalty no greater-than thirty days. In my opninion
there are extenuating cireumstances in this case, ani I believe this fact
alone should be with you a strong reason for your action. In this con-
nection I might say an assault was committed a few months ago upon one of
our employees in which he was shot and narrowly escaped with his life;
the senteonce imposed upon his assailant was only three months.

The other matter is the cuestion of *the organization of tihe National
Guard. As you will recollect, when last I saw you I mentioned that there
were sufficient Americans here of military training of greater of less de-
gree who sre willing and anxious to cooperate in the organization of a |
company. These would furnish a first-rate set of officers; in fact as
good, in my opinion, as could be obtained anywhere.

As you know, this is the season when we have the mos% liberty and



coulld zivs the most and best attention to the organization and up-vpuiliing
of & company. furtier, they are now in the frame of mind to take ihe mal-
ter up; in fact they have asked me once or twice what progress wag bheing
made in the matter It seems %o me, therefore, that they arc likelr o

Llose some of their interest, anl it may be they may get out of the notion

o, > 0 o ) - oL a 2 e P,
eittirely if the matter is long delayed.
W oI Tl s 3 = PO . . » T o Al e R : )=
further, it will be necessary for me to make a trip to the 2 gx

]

cme Time afbter the middle of fugust, and 1L it iz to be my privilege to

ow in this matter It would be better to get busy at once

wiat the situotion is.

With lkindest

%) Y. TYR
EEDUIAV AL SN 8
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Junae 12, 1917.
Ny dear Kr. Vedder; -
Jour letter of the 9¢h iastaat has just baen re-
ceived. |
4s you perhaps alraady know, I signed aacanditiong
al pardon. for ¥r. F. BR. Suares befors your letter reach-

‘ed me, and so that matier is outl ¢f the way.

As to ths organization of the nationcl guard, I
have been much delayed by circumstances whieh I mentioned
to you when we were discussing #ke moiler. Howsver, I
have appointed Dr. Rierc lLopéz of Ponce as a repimental
surgeon and instrueted hip to examine the men who apply
Jor enlisiment at thaf place and gst them in as rapidly
as possible.

A8 soon as he has gotten this work under way ot
ronce and formed at least o shkelelon company or twe there,
I shall imstruet hin fa'ge oper te GQuanica and axanmine the
men over there; in fact I have no objeciion to his going
te Guinice first if he is willing to do se end if you get
ready bsfere they do at Ponce. I want the men examined
and the companies enlisied as quickly as ¢ con be pos-
eibly be done. |

Reneral Ke Intyre has written me that if we desire
to keep the national-guard reginent permanently in Porto

Eico and let the other regiments go toe the [front, it
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would be safest not to include in the national guard
man who are between the agss of 21 and 31. Perhaps we
might tnelude thesa men atl the start, however, and then
when we come to maoke the saelective draft for ihe regi-
nents Lo be formed under the conscripiion law we could
replace those drawn oul of the nailioncl-guard regiment
with other poluntasrs whe were over 31, Bui however
thig may be, I am anzious fo form fthe nationcl guard asg
promptly as possible, and 1 you fedlobs af Fudniea,
tneluding Yauce if necessary, will get yourselves ex-
enined by Or. Riera Lopaz ond form o company, you could
unite with the two companies-which we propose to form
at Ponee, and orgenize @ batialion with headquarters at
Joncs.

Fith baeil wighes, I an

Yours very truly,

Ero H. ¥, C. Tedder,
Fudniecq Centrole,
Fngenada, Porie lico.
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June 27, 1917,

kr, John 7. Tance,
Deputy Receiver,
San Domingoe City.
Jy dear Vanece;

Your pery kind letier cvontleining an invitaiion
Jor me and my family to visit you in San Domingo be-
fore our election July 16, was duly recsived.

I appreciate the invitcetion very nuch indeed and
have been holding my reply for a week or two in the
hope that I could see my way to accept. Iou know I
have wanted for two or three years to make this visit.

In your very sxcellent summary of the pressing
obligations that would be upon me for the summer ond
Jall you omitted one very importani duty thet is oc-
cupying my whole time almost ot the presenit, and that
is the military registration of the youny men of “or-
to Zico. Active preparation for this has been upon us
for two or three weeks and we are now awaiting the
Presgident’s proclamation fixing the date in order fo
make this registration cend get done with it. However,
the date haos not besn fimed by the President and so
ws ean not tell when we will get.if done. I had hoped
that this might bs done ecrly enough in July for me to
have time for o brief wpisit to San Pomingo befoere the
slection; but this now seems impossible. I am awfully



sorry. |

¥rs. Yager and ¥iss Piana also greatly regret
that we can’t get over next month., I fear this is ny
last chance this summer end foll. I think I could be
helpful in advicing the Pragident when I see him as to
what should be our national policy with reference to
San Domingan problems, I would like awfully to have
¢ frank and aonfidential talk with ypou about men and
conditions in your island. Can you not come over to
see ma? e could of course talk here, and I would he
awfully glad to see you. BRe sure to bring Nre. VTance.

Phonking you for your kind ifnvitation and still
hoping for @ chance to aceept some time or other, I an
a8 alweys,

Sincerely your friend,

Foveranor.
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DEPUTY GENERAL RECEIVER
OF
DOMINICAN CUSTOMS

SANTO DOMINGO

Mey 31, 1917.

My dear Governor:-

A nmumber of times in the past you have promised to
moke & visit to Santo Domingo, but have always been prevent-
ed from doing so by revolutions here, important matters re-
quiring your presence in Porto Rico, or by your various trips
to the United States in the interest of the Porto Rican Or-
ganic Act. Now that the revolutions have been stopped in
Santo Domingo, Bill Jones is disposed of and matters are
quiet in Porto Rico, I hope that you will be &ble to so ar-
range matters as to pay us a visit.

The Marina, of the Bull Insular Line, makes weekly
trips from San Juan to Santo Domingo City, and is a very com-
fortable boat. This is also a particularly opportune time
for you to visit us, as, owing to the absence of Nr. and irs.
Baxter in the United States, suitsble quarters are available
for the entertainment of yourself and family. I am also
married now and with the assistance of Mrs. Vance feel better
qualified to make your stay pleasant.

I understand that you have an election in Porto Rico
in July end a meeting of the legislature in August, which will
probably occupy your time until well toward the end of the
yoar, and therefore hope that you may find it eonvenient to
vigit Santo Domingo before the long grind begins. The change
would, I believe, be of bensfit to you, and there are many
things here which would keen-ly interest you. Aside from
the pleasure which we would derive from your visit, I believe
you might also be of great service in securing a definite
policy regarding the intervention, by being able to present
your views of conditions here in the proner quarters, from
personal observation.

Please present my compliments to your family, and
believe me, with kindest regards,

Yours sincarely,

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico, /

San Juan, Porto Rico.
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DEPUTY GENERAL RECEIVER
OF
DOMINICAN CUSTOMS

SANTO DOMINGO

August 10, 1917,

Honorable Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto ilico,
San Juan, P.R.
Desr Governor Yager:

Your letter of June 27th was duly received and I was very sorry indeed
to learn that you could not convenienitly come over and pay us a visit this summer,
You have been promising this visit so long, and we are now really so much closer
with the weekly and bi-weekly sailings of the "Santo Domingo” and "Marina' respect-
ively, with the "Santiago de Cuba" thrown in once a month for good measure, not to
mention the tranquillity of the island due to the presence of Uncle Sam's military
representatives, that I confidently hoped to see you and your family before the
summer was well on its way.  However I am doomed to disappointment agaiz;,and have
come to the conclusion that perhaps the only way after all to have you come over
will be to go over for you.

lirs. Vance and I are seriously thinking of making a little trip to Porto
Rico some time in the fall after Hr. and irs. Baxter return. Certainly we shall
g0 before the end of the year and spend a week or ten days in the island when we
shall be very glad to accept your hospitable invitation to visit you for a few days.

A cousin of my wife, lliss Mary Brita Bergland of Baltimore, has been visit-
ing us since the middle of July and is leaving Sunday via the S. S. 'lMarina® for San
Jusn where she will take the New York and Porto iico steamer on Wednesday. She will
be at the Burekas Hotel during her short stay and I am going to request Irs. Yager and

Miss Disna to do her the honor of calling upon her. Her mother is a Kentuckian, nee

MeFarland, of Lexington, who married Major Bergland U. S Ao retired, and through her
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mother is related to the Alexanders of Woodford. That should be enough dats for
two Kentuckians to almost scrape up relatiomship, but at any rate lrs. Vance and I
shall appreciate very much this favor that 1 ask.

Although peace reigns suprems in Santo Domingo we are not making much pro-
gress in govermmental development,which I attribute mainly to the overshadowing of
the smaller Dominican problem by the great war question that we have taken up. Santo
Doningo has been shoved into the pending files for an indefinite period. The Military
Government claims that reforms could be made forthwith if they had the authority. It
strikes me we ought to have & civil government as soon as possible. A4 military govern-
ment, especially when it is administered by the Navy, dcesn't seem to have the experi-
ence requisite for o speedy solution and remedy for this government's ills.

But these are matters that are difficult to take up through correspondence
and I hope to have an opportunity to see you befors the year is ended and have a good
long talk over the Dominican question, for I kmow that you can be of inestimable
service to us in bringing our needs to the attention of the President.

With kindest regards to you and the members of your family, I am,

Tery smcerely yours,

J —
% (’%A f_ A=t =
//_.—__/
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August 20, 1917,
g:iu{:u&r' J‘f"ﬁ:aa iver
Santo Domingo. j
¥y dear Vance;

Your letter off the 10th instant, conveying the in-
Jornation that ¥ise Bergland, of Beliimere, would be in
San Juan for the purpose of sailing to M York on Fed-
nesday the 15th instant, recched me in fhe aftsrnoon of
the 15th after the boat had saildd-gad too late for irs.
Yager and N¥iss Dicna to call upen ¥Viss Berglend.

Fe regretted this very much, for both of the laéta-i
would have been aéry glq&go meat Wiss Bergland.

Upon exemining tﬁﬁkiinwi‘opc of pour letter I find
that 1t was mtlef«'f\h"b'an Juan on August 15, at S:50 p.m;
consecuently tb@‘?ﬁgla;{ was not due to the Post Office.

I note wfth pleasure that you and Mrs. Fance are
seriously ¥Winking of making o trip to Porto Rico in the
Jall, and I wish to assure you that we sghould be very
glad to ses you here at the palcce and I hope that you
will ecarry out your purpose.

I am still thinking 6 w) long-diseussed visit to
Santo Domingo. The legislature is now in session. I
hope that after some two or three weeks when they shall
have gotten started and after I will have finished my
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annual report, I might have an opportuniiy for o brief
pigit to Santo Domingo with ¥rs. Yager and Kiss Diana,
possibly the latter part of Septembsr or the first port
of October. If it should appear possible, I may write
you about it some days before the date of starting and
gae whether it would be convenient all round for me to
do so. At aay ratz I am hoping that we shall be able
to get togather and talk over the matters of mutual
interest and give to the ladies of-our Sanilics an op-
portunity to moke each other's ceguainiences.

Let me hear from you ogedsionally. With best
- wishes, I am ~Y¥
Sincérgly your friend,
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61 BROADWAY
FINANCIAL AGENTS
LONDON
WILLIAM P. BonBRIGHT & Co.
16, GEORGE STREET
MANSION HOUSE, E. C.

CABLE ADDRESS:
CARDINULUS"

TELEPHONE,
RECTOR 9170

PARIS February 14, 1918.

BONBRIGHT & CO.
12 RUE HALEVY

WALKER W. VIicK
GENERAL MANAGER

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, Porto Rico.
My dear Governor Yager:

This will be presemted to you by my very good
friend, Don Juan E. Paris of Maracaibo, Venezuela, who
is making a short stay in Porto Rico.

In addition to our personasl feeling for Mr.
Paris, we enjoy very pleasant business relatioms with
the Venezuela Sugar Company, en American Corporation
with its centrael in Venezuela, of which he is the di-
recting spirit.

Any eourtesies or assistance you may be sable
to give him will be gresatly appreciated.

With best personal regards, We are,

Very truly yours, '4/

FACTORY BR puces B mm CORPORA 10E2

a7
Sy

yd & = .
WWV-JSwW GEEERA% MAHAGER.
/
“‘0"‘-5_. -
ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY. ALL QUOTATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
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Sir;

Your latter of the 2Srd ultime, suggesting thet an

investigation be mede by the iuditor of Porto Rico of the
Amsrican Colontal Bunk Aere in San Jusns-A R., has been

received. Ifhe report meds to you by(&v Chief of the Im-
sular Police, under date of ﬁtw. 1918, was also en-
closed in your letter, and .6 eonference with the
Chief of Police I en unug?zn so many importaont
changes have been made l\@lc mancgenent and conditions

of this bank since the date of Als report to you that it
is not now necessapy or adrvisable #o have such an investi-
gation mode. ._flkﬂ; Sfirst place, the most suspicious
point in m&fas with the Americon Colonial Bank was
{ts relatien to Niller, Schell & Co. of New York. Not only
hos this relation practicelly cessed, but the New York
bank of Niller, Sehall & Co., has itself been reorgonized
under the supervision of the Federal authorities at Wagh-
ington and its loyaliy assursd to the satisfuction of the
Americon Government. In addition to this, mony chonges |
have bean made in the ﬂnourj of the /American Colonicl

"~ Bank here, and those directors of German birth or of Ger-
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February 23, 1918

To The Honorable,
The Governor of Porto Rico.

Sir:

ie have received a report relative to the
American Colonial Bank at Porto Rico, which indicates
thet many of the directors of this institution have
profound German sympathies, and we should like to have
an investigation made by the Auditor of Porto Rieco in
order to determine whether or not the bank has been as-
gisting in enemy trading in any way. VWe enclose for
your information and for that of the Auvditor a rewnort
of the Commanding Officer of the Insular Police relative
to this institution.

Very truly yours,

577537ﬁf7ZZlA3uAL;%4/L%H£{M«3
R. H. Van Deman
Colonel, General Staff

1 encl. Chief, Hilitary Intel ligence Branch,
melk Executive Division.
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¥Pebrucry 23, 1.18

IS

To “he Hom rable,
The Governor of ori: Lico.

% 0
SES a1

o have reoeived o rerort velsbive to the
Amerie n Jolondisl Bk ot oxto Rige, which indle .tes
that many of the directors f th 8 instituilon have
profouni serneg 8y patiies, and wve should like to have
an Investisation mude by the Anditor of orte Rlee im
order to detexrmine vhothar ox un % the bank has been an-
glating in enemy truding in any ay. @ ancloass for
youwr informetionnndd foxy thet of the Auditor a ro ort
of the Commanding Jffiger :f the Insular oligo relutive
to thic imetitution.

Very truly y uvs,

T‘\; ?{u 'ﬁnm J@Inan
Colonct, Fonsinl Stefl

i anscl. Ohlef, Jillery latd ligence ranch,
wrga ?; " EhTe ‘:-ij.vﬂ ifl’?ié}i ¥i -
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GOVERNMERT OF PORTO RICO

INSBULAR POLICE,

dw R
Headquarsers,

- Janusry 5, 1918,

Lieut. Colonmsl Orval P, Townshend,
Comnanding Officer, P. R. Regiment,
gSan Juan, Porte Rico.

Bir:

Replying to your letter from the Chief, uilitary
Intelligence Bection, regarding subject "American Colomisl
Bank of Ssm Juan, Porte Rico", requesting information 4f thie bank
is comnected with and has any connection with Germem interests
and if they are vielating any of the provisions of Trading with
the Enemy Act.

To the abeve X reply first submitting teo you the :
annual report of the American Colonial Bank of Porte Rico submitted
April 20, 1917.

Teking first upon the list of directors: wlllinm
Schall, Jr. 45 williem St. New York; they are all undoubted
German oxtracts, the entire family having connections im Germeny
&t the present time, although it ie my understanding that William
Sehall 5r. was born in the United States, that his sons William
and Charlos were born in the United States, that w.lliam Schall,
Junior, 15 a Junier Lisutsnant in the Navy and waes during the last
summer monthe an officer sboard the exp-rimental ship on which
Mr, Edlson wae exporimenting with devices to locate submarines.
It is evident that considersble confidence was placed im this
resorve officer, if they permitted him to remain while these,
inveatigationz and experiments wern‘ﬁeiag oarried on. Charles

Pehall, Jr. is an sctive member of the firm Muller Schall & Co.,

45 William 8t. New York, and in Decewbsr came to Porte Hico and by
direotion of the United States Ssoret Service of the Navy Department
was subjected to @ thorsugh sesrch both coming and going. Through
my investigation it was conslusively proven that he was here in

‘Porto Rico to separate the firm of Huller 8chall & Co. from that

of Gehluter and Hernandes, German-Americans with whom they were
connected. A separation from this firm wae effected, Charles
Schall porsonally assured me that they did thie for the faect that
they wished t6 establish without any manner of doubt to the
Anerican Government that they were loyal Amoricsns. He further
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told mo about his firm being on the black list but that they have
been removed from the black list. He alee stated that he had
seven naturelized Qermans in his office at 45 william 8%, New York,
but that he had reported this to the Pederal autherities sad
reguestad them to teke them over bui that the Federal suthorities
had returned them hiscustody and thet he kept them under hig
personal supervision and surveillance.

The second member of this bank, E, Pavenstedt is a
woll known German at 45 Wlliem St. and undoubtedly intorssted
both ia huller Schall & Cos &nd the Amorican Colonmial Benk of Porte
Rice.

Porcy Chubb: I do mot kaow.

ur. Fo A. Dlllingham, 62 Cedur St. New York; I know him
porsopally and know him %0 bs am Ameriocam, sound, trus and loyal.

Charlios W. Cox: I do not know.
Junes He Post: I do not know.

A. Rauschenplat is the heed of the firm Pritze Lundt & Co.
Insurers and brokers of Ban Jusu, Porto Rico =md is & German married
to & Porte Rican and hes a large famlly. He was Acting (ermen
Consul for a time here but has lived in Porto Rice twenty years more
or less, He is a Geruan but has tried in every manner, way and
form to abide by the Rules and Regulations governing German sub jects
in this country. As the head of Fritze fundt & Co. he reprosgsents
blg Gnglish Insurance SynSicate and an Americen Marine Insurance Companye
This firw of Pritzé Lundt with wr. Reuschemplat as President and
Treasurar is composed entirely of three Gemmzns snd the English govern=
ment and the Americen Government must have excellent ground upon which
to base their confidence and continue their business under their
direction.

kr., Luis Toro, 250 Fifth Avenus, New York, is the President
¢f the Porte Rican American Tobacso Company, belisved to be a gontleman
of sound judgment and American primciples and sympathies.

- Angel Gonsalesr is a Dpaniard with undoubtad pra;German
sentimants.

iuis Rubart, likewise.

Mr, Frank ¥, Welty, Cashier and Viee President of the
Amarican Colonial Bank is recognized as pro-German by many psople
in 8an Juan, but this attitude om hie part, in my Judgment, is for
the fact that his intereets mre with Germans. He has been
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eriticized much for assoclation «ith Germsns recently since war was
deslared by the Unitsd States. I esll your attention to the attached
elipping of THE TIMP) deted San Juan, P. R.y Jan. 4, 1918, vhere

fir, Frank 8, Welty has been made & member of ths firm Huller Sechall

& Coe

Another menber af the Doard of Directors of this Dank
who will be entored 4n this year's report is William Korber, Jr. snd
whe purchased 1330 shares of this Bank s0 =3 to be aligible for one
ef the Board Directers. He is a4 German snd teok out his panars
snd became mn Americen citizen om April 2, 1817, and is et the head of
the firm Kerber & Co. of San Juar., Thoerse 48 np doubt but what
this member ie very much pro-Germen, hendled all busiress between
German ships and all German shippings for years im Porte Ricofor
the Hamburg Anerionm Iiue end all German intorned vessels were
financlially under Korber's direction.

It is the genersal impression that this Bank is vary much
sommected with German interssis; as to whether or mot thay are
violating any of the provisions of the Bnemy Act, this I cennot say,
but recommend that an investigetion along these lines be placed in
the hands of the Auditor of Porto Rice who has absplute authority to
examkng transactions and dispesition of funds.

Assuring you all ay cpopoeration along sny linss should
you further desire my assistance, I remain,

Yours most respesctfully,

8 Colonel, Insular Police.

heh
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September 15, 1918.

¥r. P. Va’?mapinasa Gﬁazr :
.nerfa Rigo Y’gi?ﬁnee Jorps, qf the
. ﬂ“ﬂ?zean Defense - eaeaeﬁg
3@3’ Z ?J, Qde’*“@aa.ay &?fﬁ R&L‘G« o
Dear Sir;
Your very kind letter of the 11th {rstent wes duly

o

we'eiw £;7~f

*

aﬁgrg iete pe7 p,}uek your kind axpresszans of thanks
to ne pﬂrsanﬁ’zy fbr the part that I was able to take zn
'{ﬁidzﬁg;yﬁur Qsczeéy'zn the veryusucees&fal,0elgbratzan of
;zgfayetfefﬁay'wkiak we had dt the theaire on the evening
ﬁgf fke o8k instant. - |
I;wisﬁ a’sa %n eangrﬂtuZata you psrgonally end all

e% the mombars @ _yeur ?;gi?amaa ﬂcrps Jor your aerj gfm
'fzezené paré ia the successful affair; and I hope ‘that
we shall &ﬁna mony nore ocﬁauians when we s2hall have the
p?easura of coqp»ra‘ing in e&phﬁﬂiging the very cardzaz

r3lations which aris befveea our own cauniru and our
noble ally the gragt Franeh Republic.

?bry szu ralg yours,

Forarnor.
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T*. Vall-Spinosa, Presidente,

José Gordils, Vice-Presidente,

Dr. J, Lugo Viia, Vocal,
Vicente Texera, Tesorero,
Diego Carrién, Secretario,

C N S

PORTO RICO VIGILANCE CORPS.
OF THE AMERICAN DEFENSE SOCIETY.
BOX II76. SAN JUAN, P. R.

Sept.1ll, 1918,

Hom.Arthur Yagar,
Govarmor of Porio Rico,
San Juan, P.R.
My dear Govarnor:-

At a mseting/of our comiittee held on the
9th inst., I was instructsd to Wwrite you expressing our
sincere apprsciation for the XWelp rendered to the Ameriean
Defense Soclety of Porto Rido)lin making the celebration of
Lafaystts Day 30 succassfal all ovaer the Island.

Your proclamgation was timely and most patriotic, as
wsll as scholarly. Your spsach on Lafayatte at the Municipal
Theatsr in the evealuz, was most inspiring, your knowledge
of the man and historical sonnections being wvery instructive,
and received with_delight by the appreciative audience.

The haarty way in which you cooperatsd with us to
make the Tieatsr meeting the big success it was, is greatly
appreciated by the Committee and its sincere thanks are
ext anded to you.

We fool proud of the celebration, and rejoice that
we have a Govarnor who showad such willingness and patriotism
in helping us attain our goal = to let the people know the
great part Lafayvettes took in creating America's debt to
bsloved ' Trance, & deht now being paid on the bhattlefields
oL Northera Trancs.

s

g ,/¢2z¢01u%7
Chairman, Porto Rico/Vigilance Corps

of the American Defense Socisty.
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Junuary 18, 1918.

Ny dear Senator;

4

receiped someéine ago the beautifu’
sox of cigars whieh pou so kindly sent ne
in the name of the Threez Xings. T have al-
ready tried ithem and find thet the ecigars
ere as fine ae the box.

Thanking pou for the recuerdo, 7 am,

Sinesrely uosurs,

Foperaoer.

2\ . Pl
Jonorable lamaon elds

> o ] - .
Sen Juen, Jenl fos.

& X/,
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ipril? 15, 1819.

Hessrs. R. 5. Faughen £ Co.,
Starks Building,
Touispille, Ky.

Zantlenen:
The ckufc containing the suit of clothes was
received In fair condition.

I am enclosin cheek for $40.73 as per pour
statement which i:‘a?zo cnclig;d. il o

The fit of the vest and trousers is not entirely
anttq{hoter » but I think I can use the suii very com-
Sfortably uniil someiime when I may secure an altieration.

Please return receipt i{o mé.

ibura.ucry truly,

Govarnor.
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March 6, 1919,

Coptain R. J. Ven Tmeen,
San Juan, PaR.
Yy dear Ceptain:

I have rogeived your various letters and we will
all do vhat wo con here sbout the sllovwances for the
madical officers,

1 en leavips for Kenmtusky today and will be back
in shout a welk.

I have anpreciated your letters and inclosures
vory much. Yo times to write,

Vary sincersly,
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WAR DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL,
WASHINGTON.

State, War and Navy Bldg.

Hon, Arthur Yager, Jugueh 22, 1919
’ .

Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, P. R.

My dear Governor;

As you suggested in your letter of the 25th of July, I took
up with General Crowder the matter of prlntlng Maaor Wilson's re-
port of the registration and selective service in Porto Rico, The
Office of the Provost Marshal General is now out of existence and
the unexpended balance appropriasted for their work was covered back
into the Treasury; but some three and a half million dollars was
reappropriated for the preservation of the draft records and charged
to the Office of the Adjutant General of the Army. I went to see
Mr. Keiper in General Harris' office, and he suggested that the re-
port whiech you said you thought had been sent to General Crowder's
office be transmitted to the Office of the Adjutant General“t«&?fioe
and they would give it consideration and perhaps have it publlshed
I have asked the Adjutant to see if he ocan locate the report in the
files of the Provost Marshal General and forward it with reoommendation
for printing to the AdjutantCGeneral of the Army.

¥ajor Wilson ecaslled me up one dey and we took lunch together,
I wag of course delighted tc see him and he brought all the latest
news from the Island., He had a copy of his report with him and I
read it thru hastily and found it to be indeed very comprehensive
end interesting,

Last night I saw Major Fiddler, @eneral Crowder, Col, Trent
and he returned last week from Cuba, and Fiddler said he was expect-
ing to get out of the service this week. He looks fine, and in a
previous conversation I had with the General he spoke very highly of
Fiddler, The night before, I met Major Tingle., He said that was
the first he had been out at night in 8 weeks, His litile daughter
Josephine was at death's door with pneumonia, but Dr, Ashford in con-
sultetion with one of the lsading physicians from the Georgetown Hos~
pital pulled her thru and she is now convalescing, Captain Barr is
here acting as auditor for the Director of Finance and engaged in the
checking of the property accounts at the nearby camps, arsenals, schools,
etc, His family arrived from Cuba day before yesterday and he has
brought them on to Washington,

I hed a chat with Judge Cordova Davila (who recently married
Frank Mertinez' sister), Mr. Barcelo, Frank Martinez and Enrique Bird,
Jr. They were on the roof garden of the Washington Hotel having dinner;
Mrs, Cordova Davila was with them but I did not meet her, because they
saw me firat and ceme over from their table to speak to me., Of course
you remember)Perkins, I met him the other day dressed in civilian
clothes andAguite a long chat with him., I had been seeing him previous-
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ly dressed in the uniform of a Captain of Artillery and while his
face was familiar I could not place him; I mentioned this fact to
him and he said yes, he had just teken off his uniform a couple days
ago, having been discharged.

The order that I report at the camp in Porto Rico for dis-
charge was issued thru misteke, When I reported for duty with the
Judge Advocate Gensral, the Provost Marshal General reported me to
the Adjutant General as relieved from duty in his office; but it seems
that the office of the A,G, forgot my previous deteil and ordered my
discharge, and then revoked the order subsequently when the matter
was brought to their attention by this office, I understand they
were meking inquiries about me at the Camp and planning a "reception"
for me; but, alas! another disappointment. My work is very interesting
now, Since early July I have been detailed as Examiner for the Special
Clemency Board (Lt.Col. Ansell, President; he's out, now Col,Weeks),
and my duties are the examination of the records of courts-martial
cases and the recommendation of clemency whers it appears from the rec-
ord that the sentence imposed is too severe. There is no telling when
I will be discharged, and I could perhaps stey in the service if I want-
ed to. Lt, Cols, and Majors are leaving right along, and it is just
possible that before I am discharged my number for promotion may be
reached and I be given a majority.

I read with interest the Dyer resolution introduced in Con-
gres with reference to the P,R. status and referendum. It looked to
me like the "same old thing" only worded dfferently.

Yesterday morning I met Frank E,Adams, the owner of La Mallor-
quina, and his family, They had motored over from Philadelphia the
day before and I rode out to Arlington with them. Adems will be remem-
bered by Shanton as Inspector of Police and prior to his going into
the restaurant business was interestied in the exportation of tobacco
and had been an I.G.employee since the change of sovereignty in the
Island, He told me the tobacco workers were still on strike and that
he had to send to P.R. to get some cigars because there were none ob-
tainable in New York or anywhere he had been in the States, That cer-
tainly represents a tremendous loss all around -the company, the people
and the insular treasury.

I met "Unele Joe" Cannon on the street one evening and walked
way down tovm with him; we chatted about Porto Rico and things down there
generally, He seemed quite familiar with it all,

Mrs., Van is now visiting friends in New York and I suppose is
about ready to come to Washington, She had a delightful stay up in the
country with my sister, I was glad to hear that Mrs, Yager was im-
proving and hope that she is now entirely well. I hope Mrs, Lewis and
yourself ere keepinpg well, and that Miss Betty is getting on nicely.
With the very kindest remembrances for you all, and very best wishes
for you personally, I am,

Since;elgyvour-friepd,
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My dear Governor Yager:

December 12,

1919

In reply to your invitation to the Rockefeller Foundation

to send a representative to Porto Rico to aid in the sanitation work

of the island, it gives me pleasure to introduce to you Dr. John B.

Grant, who will make a preliminary survey.

It is hoped that Dr.

Victor G. Heiser may come at a later date to confer with you and

Dr. Soler.

With best wishes, I am

The Honorable Arthur Yager
Government House
San Juan, Porto Rico

Sincerely yours, g,








