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Rico will know how to show their appreciation to you.

Way God direct the ship that carries you and
may he give you happiness and contentment in your
absence, and may he also bring yéu back soon to this
land, that you may continue your labor for its
happiness.

By the Committee,

Joaguin E., Barreiro

Tregident.
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! ﬁL Correspondencia, November 19, 1914.
/

MESSAGE OF THE PRESS.

To the Honorable Arthur Yager,

Governor of Porto Rico.

Bir:-

It is sweet and proper to show to the benefactors
of our land that in the heart of esach of the sons of
Porto Rico there is place to hold a feeling of grati-
tude and sympathy for them.

You have very deservedly occupied that place,
through your conduct, and through your actions on
behalf of our land; and the people of San Juan wish
to show to you today with this civic parade i=s sym-

‘pathy and =e= adherence to you, and also thaﬁ?ﬁﬁ%;
‘knowX how to appreciate your frank and sincere efforts
on behalf of our land.

' You are leaving this lsland today bound for the
North. Ve wish you all sorts of happiness in your.
trip and we ask you that you may continue your labor

on behalf of our contry, and that you may see it £it
\to recommend & capable Porto Rican to hold the position
of Attorney General of rorto Rico, which is at present
vacant.,

Continue Honorable Governor on the vath that you

have started and do not doubt that the People of Porto
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‘MEMORANDUM OF THE QUESTIONS IN DISPUTE DURING THE RECHNT STRIKE

OF THE AGRICULTURAL LABORERS IN THE SUGAR CANE INDUSTRY.

The matters complained of end discussed by the strikers

were:

l.- Low wages.

2.~ Improper myment of wages at stores.

3.~ The ajuste system.

4.- The system of agregados, i.e. laborers living in
,,,, houses owned by their employers, and

5.~ A shorter working day.
It is extremely &¥ficult to gather accurate dats upon the

earnings of laborers employed in this industry, because thou-

sands of them work by ajuste, and neither the contractor nor the
employer has asny records of the daily easnings of the individual
laborers. Also lsborers emplioyed by ajuste work irregularly, so
that it is difficult, even when the daily or weekly wages can be
obtained, to know whether or not those wages represent a full
day's or full wedls working time. The plan of ivestigation has
been to go to three or four of the most important =clonos of each
section and get such information from their payrolls as they had,
and then to go out into the fields and talk with the laborers with
the purpose of corfoborating and supplementing this informsation.
This work is mnot complete, but such datae as has been gathered is
ghown in the following table.

(table)

The second complaint, that wages should be psaid in lawful

money and not in metal disks or paste-board checks, and that.
laborers should not be vermitted to run credit accounts at stores
owned by the employer or in whith the employer guarasntees the
payment of the purchases made by his employees, ig an important
znd exceedingly difficult problem. The Bureau of ILabor has made

investigations of many of these cases during the past year, but it



has not been possible to prove a technical violation of the
existing law. ' The Bureau of ILabor proposed an amendment to this
law at the last session of the lLegislature which died in the
House. That grest injustice is frequently practiced upon il=~
literate laborers through this means is certain.

Employers have & right to issue evidences of indebtedness
from day to day or from week to week, where it would not ve
reasonable to expect them to have on haend a large amoﬁ@ in cash,
and where such evidences of indebiedness are redeemable in law-
ful money at reasonable times and places. Of the princivle there
cannot be sny criticism. The trouble is, however, that the
laborers need ready cash from day to day and frequently sell these
evidences of indebtedness at tremendous discounts before the
grrival of the regular payday, at which time they could exchange
them for lawful money. The system of giving such metal or peste-
board evidences of indebtedness is frequently connected with the
store~crecit system, the employer giving these disks or cards to
laborers showing the asmount of money which they have earned, and
the lsborers taking them to the store belonging to the employer
o1 with vhich the employer has an arrangement where he is permit-
ted to make purchases with them. Upon payday, of coumrse, the
employer redeems these disks or checks, paying the storekeeper
their face value in lawful money. Usually, however, no disks or
checks are given by the employer but the lsborers are allowed to
purchase on c¢redit withest them, their purchases being entered
in a credit book and the amount thereof deducted from the wages
which are due upon payday. There is one evil of great importance
thet atteches to both of these systems, and that is that the pri-
ces of food in meny, if not in & majority, of such stores are
higher than they are in the other stores in the same community.
There is really no reason for this as the storekeepers very sel-
dom lose anything on such accounts. Thers is another evil con-

nected with the credit-book system, snd that is that the store-



keeper does not keep the quantity and the items purchased from
day to day, but simply enters the word "efectos" (things) with
the value of the same, and the vast majority of the laborers
being illiterate, there is no doubt that the customary disputes
between the laborers and the storekeepers when they come to set-
tle up are frequently, if not usually, Jjustified, so far as the
laborers are concerned.

A great difficulty is, howaver, that practically all of
these laborers live one week behind hand. On Yondsy morning
they have nothing to make their purchases with for the coming
week; they must get food somewhere and they themselves beseech
their employers to provide them with means of purchasing on cre-
dit. I believe that the Government can sccomplich considersble
in preventing exploitations under the present law, but new le-
gislation is absolutely essential to a material betterment of
conditions. It is doubtful, however, whether periect conditions
in this problem can ever be attained through legislation or #h
through strikes.

The third point in dispute, that of the ajuste system, is

8 Jjust cause of complaint in some sections of the fsland, while
in other sections it geems to De working equitably and advan-
tageously. Ajﬁste contracts vary greatly in different sections
of the island. In some places the ajuste contractor controls
hundreds of men and is comparable to an administrator or super-
intendent in the ﬁimportance of his work. Such ajuste contractors
agree to cut hundreds of acres of sugar cane, for example, at a
stated price per acre. In other cases the ajuste contractor:
has only a few men under him and the impofténce of hie position
is compmrable to that of a sub-boss. Such contractors agree to
cut & certain number of rows of cane, for example, for a certain
price. In both of these cases the ajuste eontractor has con-
trol of the employees either directly or through his subcontrac-

tors. The smaller ajuste contractors work themselves with their



laborers and sometimes the price received is divided proportio-
nately among the gang, the contractor receiving a few cents
more. In sitll other secetions of the fsland the employer makes
his ajuste contracts with the individusl laborers directly.
This is the simplest case and varies but 1litile from ordinary
plece work. It is certainly the most satisfactory method.

The difficulty with the system of ajuste contract is that
one or more middlemen are introduced, esch onme o’ whom ig in s
way en indevendent merchent profiting accordingto the chespness
with which he can employ hie needed laborers. The remedy is for
the employer to have a salaried employee who will make contracts
directly with the individual workmen. This is more cumbersome,
according to some employers and, of course, it increases the bur-
den of administration upon the employer and his steff.

The fourth problem in dispute, that of the agregados or

laborers living in houses belonging to the employer, also varies
greatly in the different sections of the Island. In some places
as, for example, Bayamdén and sbout Aguedilla, there are employers
who allow their laborers the free use of a house and also of a
emall piece of land on vhich vegetables ave cultivated and, in
gome cases, pigs and ehickens snd even a cow anéd a calf are kept
by the laborer upon his employerts land. The general rule seems
to be that where the employer provides nothing except the land,
then the laborer shall take all or practically all of what is
produced; but where the emﬁloyer provides the seeds and the ime
rlements for cultivation, etc., then the laborer gives the em-
ployer one-half of what is produced. In some other sections of
the Islend, especially alone the south coast, such laborers are
given the use of a home end nothing more. In many trips about
the Island the undersigned has found not more than three or four
cases iIn which lsborers living in glantation houses received less
wages than laborers living outside of the plantations. They are

generally -eeme paid the same rate of wages. The advantage to



the employer is that he has a resident supply of more or less
skilled labor upon which he can depend. The one condition

upon which laborers occupy such houses is that they must work

for the employer when he requests their services. During the

last strike many lasborers were thrown out of such houses in
violation of law. Generslly in the susar cane sections the h
houses occupiéd by such lesborers have been erected by the employer
and are built of boards snd zinc, but in many places they are

mere thatched huts erected by the laborers from pslm leaves, etec.,
obtained from the employer's land.

The fifth problem in dispute, that of the hours of work per

day, is practically the same in all parts of the ~sland. Labor-
ers usually say that they work from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., with from
one~half He-one hour to one hour off for the noon day meal.
Fmployers say that their laborers do not work steadily all of this
time. It is probable that the avergae working day is of approxi-
mately ten hours. The agrcements made during the last strike

fixelthe maximum day at nine hours.

r} / MSN((/\




PRELTIMINARY TABLE OF WAGES.

--—--«——i—.-‘-—-‘--——u-.o--‘-ﬂh—-.-——-—-—---mmu—-—-«.--.---D—“-u--.--u-u—---n--—--.,-..

:No. of workmen :Average dai-:No. of workmen :Average dai-
Digtrich :whose wages be-:ly wage be~ :whose wages af-:1ly wages af-

:fore the strike:fore the :ter the strike :ter the

:were obtained :strike iwere obtalned t strike
Patillas... 250 $0.57 250. $0.67
Maungbo....: 301 : 0.545 : 301 2 0.65
Caguas.....: 136 § 0.535 131 § 0.61
JUNc oS ..o 180 2 0.51 g 259 - 0.61
Yabucoa....: 176 3 0.51 : 156 - 0.59
Humecsao....: 239 3 0.52 : 243 - 0.715
Guayamsa....: 190 : 0.61 : 190 H 0.735
CayeFeoaeusas 162 - 0.665 : {a) : (a)
Bayamén....: 156 : 0.48 449 : 0.595
Utuado....o: 40 3 0.41 3 {a) $ {2}
Arecibo....: 193 : 0.56 : 202 H 0.615
Vega Alta..; g H .
Ceiba...co..: 33 t 0.526 : 26 : 0.67
Naguabo....: 125 : 0.48 : 134 - 0.5925
Cabo Rojo..: 161 ; 0.4375 : 161 : 0.525
Aflasco... .. 198 $ 0.57 280 : 0.717

(a) No strike or strike broken esnd no increases in wages.
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GOVERNME®RT OF PORTO RICDO
INSULAR POLICE

HEADQUARTERS

ADDRESS ALL OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS

i

TO THE

CHIEF OF INSULAR POLICE

SAN JUAN, P. R.

San Juan, P. R.,
Mareh 25, 1915.

THE SCHOOL STRIKE

On the night of February the 24th, 1915, a large number
of students of the Central High School of Santurce sappeared
before the House of Delegates and one of their number, Eugenio
Font, read a document signsd by himself and 150 students more
wherein they requested that the Language Bill introduced by
Mr. de Diego in the House of Delegates be enasted into a law,
for various reasons stated in their petition, the most power-
ful of whioch is that by teaching all the subjeots in a language
with which the students are not familisr,they are unasble to
properly understand them, and eventually leave the school with-
out mestering either languagey

Brillient speeehe& wore made by maembers of the House,
especially by Speeker e Diego, who was spplauded and presented
with a bouquet of flowers. The building ogoupied by the House
of Delegates, and street below, were so congested with people
that a motion was pasgssed to the effect that the House hold
meetings at the Municipal* Theater for the discussion of the
language bill, the discussion being restricted to two speeches;
one from Mr. Rossy, opposing the de Dlego Bill and defending
that of Delegate Huyke, and one from Mr. de Diego in support
of his own bill.

In view of the motion sbove referred to the Speaker of the
House of Delegates, under date of Feb. 25, 1915, appointed
Diatrict Chief Cabrera, of San Juan, sg agssistmmt Sergeant-at-
arms of the lower house while the same was 1n session at the
Municipal Theater - Fepruary 25 end 26th -~ and ordered him, and
the force at his command'to maintain order thereat.

§

At the meeting held on the night of the 25th, Mr. Rossy
spoke first. In the course of his speech he remarked that the ca-
liber of the Americans sent down to govern this Island was grow-
ing from bad to worse. He defended the teaching of both langusges
from the early years of a child's study end ended his speech
gaying thet when he should die it was his desire that his corpse
be wrapped in both the American and Spanish Flogs.
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Mr. de Diego opened his speech saying that he cared not
to be wrapped in either the American or Spanish Flag:@ that his
wish wes that he be wrapped up in the Porto Ricen Flag. A
strong anti-american sentiment was felt throughout Mr. de Die-
go entire speech end he expressed a desire for the independence
of Porto Rico, now linked to a nation whose customs, lenguage
and traditions were not in harmony with those of Porto Rico.

Public sentiment was greatly aroused over this question of
the language bill, =nd on February 25th, Franeisco Grovas, in
attendance at the Santurce High School, while soliciting the
signatures of students of the San Juan School No. 1, of Sen Juan,
to & document protesting sgainst the teaching of English, acted
in & disvespectful menner towerds the principal of that school,
Misa Beatriz Lasalle. Grovas was temporarily suspended therefor
by Mr. Morin, the School Inspector, until he apologize to the
principal. Miss Lasslle is & Republicen teacher and her motives
for Grovas' suspension were immediately misconsidered as being
sctuated by politics. The editor of the Hersaldo Hspafiol and
such Unionist Lesders ss Speaker de Diego, Coll and others were
geen advising school children to refrain from attending school
wnless the suspension of Grovas was revoked.

Vicente Balbas Capd, aud Dr. Quedo Baez, the Physician for the
Police Deparitment, held meetings in front of the High School and
talked to the children for hours at a time explaining to them that
their Ypatriotism®, "fellowship®, and the like, should prevent
them from atiending school until Grovas was permitted to return to
school without apologizing %o the principal for whom he had shown
80 little respect.

The strikers gathered themselves in front of their respective
sohools and posted hend bills and signs in the vesinity thereof,
some of which read as follows: "Whoever has no shome mgy entern,
%A la Huelga', etc. Franclsco Remos, & student who in violation
ofthe law, posted a sign on the public sguare of San Francisco was
arrested by the police on March 2nd, and sentenced in court to a
fine of $15.00 or 30 days in jail, from which sentence he sppealed
and was acquitted by the District Court. District Chief Paoli who
was summoned by & teacher of the Central Gramar Schocl to prevent
gtrikers from forcibly intimidating end sbusing other students, was
summoned before & Committee of the House of Delegates %0 explain
certain rude and abusive conduct sgeinst strikers of which he weas
unjustly accused.

The students of the High and Central Grammar Schools struck
end the principals of these schools notified their parents that
unless they returned thereto within five days and explained their
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conduct, their separation from the school would be recommended.

On Merch 3rd the parents receiving such notices met in the
hall ocoupied by the Cine Versailles, of Ssnturce, to discuss
the situstion and psss a series of resolutions expressive of their
attitude in the matter.

A Committes, denominated as the "Comité Paternal" wes created,
consisting of the following gentlemen:

Remdén H. Delgado,
Rafael Lépez Lendrdn,
Manuel Quevedo Baez,
Franc isco Socorro, and
Vicente Balbds Capb.

After discussing matters, it was resolved on March 4, 1915,
(1) Thet it hed not been proven that Groves had in eny way acted
disrespectful to Miss Lasalle, by soliciting the signatures of
students. (2) That he had not committed any offense in school
ageinst any teacher. (3) That the only thing he is charged with
was committed in the street, beyong jurisdiction of the teacher.
(4) That the police and not the teachers have jurisdiction in the
street. (5) Thai public interest is paramount to the dignity of a
gchool teacher, when the latter has not proven the accusation.
(6) That the continuation of such a state of affairs causes the
publication of false information which is detrimental to the
country. {7) That a peaceful and honorsble solution should be
reached. (8) That the conduct of the children in opposing unjust
treatment to one of their fellow students cannot be reproached.
{9) That the students on strike hsve done nothing which could be
considered as riotous or improper. (10) That the period of five
days given to the parents to send their children to school and
explain their conduct is degrading end offemnsive to the decorum of
such perents.

In view of the sbove reasons it was further resolved:
{1) To stete publicly the pesrents' regret of this incident, but
without condemning the children whose fellowship and attitude are
justified (2) to answer the communications addressed to parents
by the Principal of the High School (3) appoint an executive
committee to teke the matier up with verious asuthorities for its
proper adjustment and with the courts, if necessary (4) inform
the Governor, the Commissioner of Education end the Committee of
the House of Delegates regarding these resolutions (6} propose sn
honoreble solution of this confliet, such as, for instance, the
sllowing of students to return to school without further exsmin-
ing the causes which brought about the trouble nor the effects
dereived therefrom admitting Groves with the rest (6) to ask the
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pareants of the children on strike not to force them to bresk the
same until the matter has been decided.

On Fridey, March the 5th, at about 10 a.m., the Paternal
Committee visited the Governor and officially informed him that
the students of the Central High School had gons on & strike
because their schoolmate, Francisco Grovas, had been suspended by
the school suthorities without being given an opportunity to
appear and defend himself. The Committee, considering that the
protest was justified, reported the same %o. the Governor. After
an extensive discussion the Governor stated that before taking
any action in this matter, he would impose, as en indispensable
condition, that the students return to their classes on Monday ths
8th, with the exception of Groves. With regsrd to the latter the
Governor promised t0 make a special investigation of the case by
a Committee which he would sppoint for that purpose.

On the 6th instant, the Paternal Committee addressed a
communication to the Governor informing him that notwithstanding
the sgreement arrived at, Grovas' father had received a letter
from Mr. Theo. L. Morin, Supervising Principal, advising him that
his son had been expelled from school for the remainder of the
present school year, in view of the fact that he had not presented
himself within the period of five days given him to explain why
his son should not be suspended.

On Saturday afternoon Mr, Vicente Balbés notified the
Governor's private Secretary that he was in possession of a
letter from the Department of Education to Grovas, expelling
him definitely, and that in view of such communication, which he
regarded as contrary to the sgreement with the Govermor, he
held the agreecment in question as no longer binding. The Governor's
Seoretary replied, with all sincerity, that the communication was
merely a matter of routine, that it would also be inecluded in the
investigation the Governor would order of Grovas' case, and that
therefore Mr. Balbls ought not to consider it as a breash of the
promise the Governor had made to the Commlttee and hed just
reaffirmed upon lesrning of . Balbia' message.

At this juncture, Mr. Balb&s at a general assembly of parents,
expressed himself in very strong terms sgainst the Govermor. In
the course of his speech he remarked that "whatever resolution
be adopted, the same should be firm and unanimoua®. He further
remarked that"as letters crossing between gentlemen should be
enswered immedliately and the Governor had not as yet answered the
one which was sddressed to him, not-withstanding its urgency, it
should be resolved that the students refrain from sebttending school,
until & reply had been received". Mr. Quevedo Basz, said that he
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was of the opinion that in view of the ridiculous position in
which the Committee had been placed by the Govermor falling to
comply with his pert of the agreement, and the attitude of the
department, the Committee should be dissolved and another
sppointed. Mr. Balbés second the motion. Mr. Coll y Cuchi

stated that “If the Governor made a promise of honor, as are the
promises made between gentlemen, and the Commissioner of

Education has been so powerful as to mgke the Governor break his
word - if that has ocowrred - it is necessary to say to the
country how it is that we are being governed and how the highest
authority of the Administration of Porto Rico acts. It is necessary
that we know whose word goes in the Execubtive Mansion: that of the
governor of Porto Rico or that of the Commissioner of HEducation and
his subordinates. Away with these ambiguous situations! Let the
strike continue in defence of Grovas, who - as could happen - might
osuse the erection of a bronce statue in Porto Rico as & symbol

of the greatest act of protest from this people".

The "Heraldo Espafiol" has, since the sbove incident, published
lengthy articles protesting of the Govermor's action and in many
of these articles he is charged with having broken his word of
honor, of showing weskness, and of being responsible for the
presente state of affairs.

On March the 10th, the Paternal Committee wrote to the
Governor urging him to proceed with the investigation of the Gro-
vas' affair and on the day following the President of that
Committee was informed by a letter from Mr. Mufioz, the Governor's
private Segcretary, that the former decided to ratify his letter
of the 2th instent and considered this matter closed.

On Sunday the 14th instant, the Paternal Committee held a mass
meeting o discuss matters fully. It was egreed to rent a house in
the vescinity of the Centrel High School of Ssnturce, to be placed
under the direction of Mr. Moczd, who now rums a private school.
The funds for defrsying the necessary expenses of this school to be
obtained by publie subscription. Several teachers have offered to
give their services fres to this school.

On the 17th instent the school above referred to was
insugurated under the neme of High School "José de Diego" and on
the following day,it is claimed, was attended by over 100 students.
Mr. Balbas introduced Mr. de Diego who offered to teach Genersl

History from 8 to 9 a.m. Mr. de Diego delivered a speech to the
persons present.

At the entrance of this school there is & sign with the follow-
ing insoription: "Thias is the school of the Porto Ricams' honorh.
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Thisschool according to statements mede by Mr. Balbés and
other gentlemen at the recent meetings held by the Paternal
Committee "represents the dignity of the Porto Ricen, snd its
ostablishment opens an epoch in the history of this Islsmd which
cannot be forgotten". "But - quoting Mr. Balbas - the problem
we now have to solve , which we are solving, is that these
children who have given such a magnanimous example of their
patriotism, honor snd dignity lose not their school year. We
all should end will contribute,to the extent of our sbility,to
maintain this school where the poor and rich alike may receive
instruction. There will be no partiality whown here. Each
student will have s place. The parents of students who cen afford
it, may contribute with a monthly quota, whatever they can give,
in order to maintain same until other sources of income are
devised, and the poor will be entitled to the same privileges.
That was our principal object from the start, end not as has been
falsely steted, that those who encouraged the strike being men
of means could pay for the instruction givenm to our children,
without caring for the welfare of the poor students.

"This school is for all those who have left the High School,
end for those who now or later mey wish to enroll therein,
whether or not they favored the fellowship strike. Our arms are
open to all those who desire to enroll.

"By means of monthly fees, of contributions otezined by
strolling bands of students, evening entertaiments, shows, etc.,
we will securse funds with which to carry on the work".

Mr. Teodoro-Aguilar is sppointed Technical Manager of the
school. He offers to teach Latin also. Mr. Balbés promising to
teach French. Lawyer Ldpez Lendrdn will teach Civil Government.
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AMERICAN FEDEraTION OF LABOR

Executive Council.
President, SAMUEL GOMPRRS.
Secretary, FRANK MORRISON.
Treasurer, JouN B, LENNON,

Bloomington, 111,

First Vice-President, Jamrs Duncax, Fifth Vice-President, Jou~ R. ArLpI¥K,

Hancock Bldg., Quincy, Mass, 401-6 Bush Temple of Music, Chicago, 111,
Second Vice-President, James O’ ConngrL, Sixth Vice-President, H. B, PERHAM,

512 Ouray Bldg., Washington, D. C. Star Bldg., St. Louig, Mo.
Third Vice-President, D. A, HavEs, Reventh Vice-President. FRaxk DuFry,

930 Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa, Carpenters’ Building, Indianapolis, Ind.
Fourth Vice-President, Jos. ¥, VALENTINE, Fighth Vice-President, WILLIAM GREEN,

Commercial Tribune Bldg., Cincinnati, Ohio. 1102-8 Merchants Bank Bldg., Indianapolis, Tnd,

801-809 G STREET N. W.

LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE, MAIN 3871-2-3
CABLE ADDRESS, ‘AFEL.

P %;4/07/0‘/2, @ Cg Mareh 16,1916
& MAR 2 1918 3

)
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Sir:
From time to time your attention Qgs been ealled to corres-
pondence from Porto Rico and other informati&nJrégarding the conéi-
tions prevailing among the workers of that Island. In connection
therewith, your attention is further called to the: following cable-
grams which I have recently received from Mr. Santiago Iglesias,
President of the Porto Riceco Federation of Labor and the official
representative of the American Federation of Labor in the Island.

"San Juan, P.R.
Federationist
(try Ouray Bldg.) Washington

Sugar corpdrations practically commanding.. Police savagely
killed wounded clubbed ten agrieulturasl strikers Arecibo.
Women parsde wes outrageously shooted under fabricated
charges. TLabor Leaders arrested. Poor laborers terrorized.
Earnestly request congressionsl investigation and give pub-
licity atrocities.

(Signed) Iglesiss. |

March 10." |

"Areeibo, P.R.

Federations.,

(try Ouray Bldg.) Washington
After conference with sugar corporations representatives,
Governor Yager dictated oppressive order absolutely pro-
hibiting peaceful labor assemblys parades and groups of
three persons in strike distriet and Arecibo city. Also
held Iglesias as responsible for any publie protest, or
disturbance. Governor wants entire submission of strikers
to employer. Earnestly appeal authorities Washington to
abolish tyrannical orders of Governor and in name eredit
nation eonstitutional rights be guaranteed to labor.

(Signed) Iglesias
March 13."

On March 14 I :received the following cablegram from another

NOW FOR THE THREE MILLION MARK!
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organizer of the American Federation of Labor in Porte Rieo, Mr.
P, R. Martinez:

"San Juan, P.R.
Federationist

Washington ‘
After asssssinations strikers martial law declared by Governor
and Secretary Traviese Constitutional rights abolished Iglesias
badly illegally threatened by Governor and officials energetically
protest against outrages and treachery. America institutions
immediate action needed.
(Signed) Martinesz

March 13."

I am informed that Chairman Jones of the House Committee on
Insular Affairs has declared that the Committee has decided to close
its hearings and that they are not likely to be re-opened.

The officers of the American Federation of Labor are now
endeavoring to secure a hearing before the Senate Committee. In the
meantime it seemed to me that the above cablegrams should be submitted
to you and to the Secretary of Labor; hence this communication. May
I hope for your sympathetie and favorable sction?

I have the horor to remain,

Very respectfully yours, o #

Hon. Woodrow Wilson,
President of the United States,
Washington, D.C.
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR

Executive Council.
President, SAMUEL GOMPERS,
Secretary, FRANK MORRISON.
Treasurer, JouN B, LENNON,
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512 Quray Bldg., Washington, D, C, Star Bldg., 8t. Louis, Mo.
yv Third Vice-President, D. A, HAvEs, Seventh Vice-. Presldent FRANK Dyurry,
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LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE, MAIN 3871-2-3
CABLE ADDRESS, 'AFEL.

r. . C, Roberts,
Bureau of Labor,

San Juan, Porto Rico.
Dear Sir and Brother:

Your personal favor received and eontents noted. I have
just received a cablegram from Iglesias,, copy of which I attach.
I would be pleased to have such information as you can give to me in
regard to conditions in San Juan as you see them.

Yours fraternally,

i

__ijlé%z4ggﬂg_ 1224%9‘L¢A¢47(__,/
Secretary.
American Federation of Labor.

NOW/ FOR,JHE THREE MILLION MARK!
8 : 5P o L
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San Juan, P. R., Peh, 23, 1916,

Er. Frank Morrison,
Seeretary A. F. of L.,
washington, D. C.

Ky Dear ir. Hoxrison:~

In reply to yours under dste of Feb. 7th permit me to
gay that the eoffice of the Attorney General 1s making a thoro
investigation inte the trouble between the police and strikers
in the towns of Bayemon, lLoiza, and Juane Disz. The ittorney
General has spared nc effortes to get al_all the facts bearing
on these cases, and I inclose you herewith copy of letter he
sent me in reply to letter asking for infomation from his
office as %0 what steps were being takan 10 see that justice
was done to all parties concerned.

Approximately B0,000 agriocultural workers have taken
part in strikessince Janus=ry lst, and neturally there has been
geveral minor clashes between the pelice and strikers., But
this yeur has been a very quiebd s@rike compered to the last
one. Bearing om this point, I quote you & paragraph from the re-
port of the Chief of Poliee to the Governor under date of Peb.
£2d.

" I wigh$o state that the present strike,
a8 eompsred with that of 1915, is by far
exceedlngly peaceful, and with the excepi-
ion oi the two inciﬁants {Loiza and Jmans
pinz} the lsborers were orderly and lawe
sbiding, for whieh reason the police hus
had to use very little force toe maintain
law and order."

In another letter the Chief of Police told the Governor that:

" he attributed the gquiet manner in vhich the
workers had conducted their strike to the
good adviece giving to them by the Chief of
the Buresu of %abor".

A8 already stated every case is being investigated,
but the action of the police in Juana Dlaz was of such a
nsture that after a preliminery investigstion the Governor
suspended the Chief of Police in that town snd transferred
the Gorporal. The Governor agsured me that just as soon as
the pttorney General's papers are submitted to him he will re=-



K . s _‘ | @,3- Feb-1t)

move every man zm&ghw been found guilty of partislity
againet the ctrikers.

¥ -
pthe police depsrtment le made up of Porto Ricans, who
only receive & pittence of $38 & month. You must know Suat
wvhat kind of material the foree is gomposed of at thst price.
ohen egsin, the pelice magistretes are practically in the
hends of the logal politieisns nnd & greab deal of the abuses
toward the workers cen be attributed to then.

In my report to the Legislature I have tried to a‘;paak\
'reely and frankly om all questions that affect the workers,
d just as soon as the report is pzinted I will pend you a

GODY. é

»ith the exgeption of one town (Areeibo) the Island is,
as far as labor disputes sre cone erned, praeticslly quiet.

The workers have geinsed more this year than ever before.
In meny towns 8 and ¢ hours constitute a day's work with an
ineresse in pay. Of course the pay ought to be more, but that
will eome in time.

industrially, eonditions are very bad here, and will
be as long as there are three men ToD every Jobe

vith the bdest eof wiches, ety

(sgd) ¥. C. Roberts.
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#areh 29, 1§16.

Ny dear Mr. President:

‘ Your very kind note of the 20th instant,
enclosing the latter of Mr. Gompers of Narch 16 am-
bodying eablegrams with reference to the strike dif-
Jfieulties in Porto Rieco, has been received.

In the first place I desire to make an em-
phatic denial of all the charges-against the polics
and the gowvernment of Porto Lleo conitained in the
eablegranms.

. There are at prasent no sirikes or labor
difficulties in the &sland except at irecibo and the
ad journing distrie? of Barceloneta. The¢ loeal con-
ditions in these two localitiss , aspscially in ire-
eibo, are so peculiar that it is dijficult to explain
briefly just what has taken place and what has besen
dong 89 preserve order and preveant the destruction
of life and property. Howaver, it is perhaps safe to
say that the whole siiualion there was so thoroughly
eomplicated and local polittc-_? and personal ambitions
and rivalries so strong that the tnduatrtal'gunﬂon
whieh is apparently made the center of it is relative-
1y of slight importance. The so-celled labor lead-
ers and agitators of the strike in irecibo are in

»
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reality political leaders of & racently organized
soctalist party and are playing o game for political
gontrol of the municipelity. Por sevaeral weeks they
have been agitating the entire eommunity in an en-
deavor to eall out the workers tn the cane fields and
the mills and produce a stata of sirike which would
olose the sugar factories. In this effort they have
thus far failsd, for the mills are all running and
their owners insist that they havae -cfi abundance of lao-
bor. But in tha effort to foment ¢ strike the agiia-
tors hove used peculier Latin-imerican methods which
heve resulted in ventinued publie discerder and digtur-
banee of tha peace, and eulnineted on Mareh 9th in o
garious elash between the co-called sirikers on the
one hand ond ihe pdlice and #he laborers who desired
to work on the @ther. JIn this elash one laborer wes
killed and owe policeman was shot in the head and ori-
tically wounded, and another policemon and several la-
boretrs were injured more or less seriously. This de-
plorable inecident made i¢ necessary for me to take
somewhat stricter meihods to preserve order. In ad-
dition fo this there had occurred many incendiary
fires in the cane fields and some measures had %e be
taken to protect ihis sort of properiy. This is al-
ways difficult because lie cane is soaticred through-
out the country and it is well-nigh tmpossible to pre-
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pvent incendiary fires or to digscover ithe perpatrators
when they are started. However, lhe measures taken

to restore order and protect properiy were all of them
thoroughly legal and in my Judgment entirely proper
under the ceircumstances. There was no declaraiion of
mortial law, no deprivetion of eonstitulional righis,
no prohihition of public meetings or the peculiar lLa-
tin-imerican parades al&ng the roads throughout the
eountry except for a day or twe follawing the riof,
"which was necessary for the moment in ordsr to prevent
other and probably more serious clashes whieh sesmed
imminent. In short, thereAms been on the part of

the police far less intdrference with the demonstra-
tions and disturbances-of the so-celled strikers ai
Arecibo than the ‘gondfiions there seamed to warrant,
because I was éxceadingly anzious to give to the labor-
ers of thot district every possible opportunity to im-
prove thetr conditions if il wes possible for them to
do g0 by any lagal or peaceful method.

Ag you doubtless know, and as we all know,
the conditions of the laboring masses in Porto BLico
hauve always been cnd are now very far from whaeil we
could wish them to be. But in my opinion the great-
est misfortuns under whieh they suffer of the present
moment is the eharacter of their leaders. Their chief

leadar is Sontiage Iglesias - ths man who signed two
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of the eablagrans transceribed in ¥r. Gompers' lettor
to youy= a Spaniard by biréh and education who ig now
gn imerican citizen but whose methods, charactsr ond
ideals are thoroughly Spanish. He is unserupulous,
utterly regardless of the truth and fair play, ambi-
tious for power and his record (s so bad that nobedy
in Porte Rleo seems to hove any confidence in him ex-
cept the poor ignerant dupes among the Jlaborers whom
he has gotien together into the so-called Free¢ Federa-
tion of Labor. Unfortunately this man seems to have
the entire confidence of ¥r. Gompars and maintains
his position and influence here largely through his
supposed influence with Yo, Compers and the imerican
Federation of Labor. C~I am doing my best for the real
inprovement of thelabor situction in the tsland.
Progress nust ¢f course necessarily be slow becouse of
the ignoranes and peculiar charceter of the laborers
themselvgs end becuuse of the treditions and soeial
organization which are the result of two or three hun-
dred years of history. But the greatest handicap of
progress is the gualily of the leadership which has
setzed control of the reletively small number of labor-
ers who are organized,

I hope you will pordon me for trespassing
Jurther upon your time so cs to thank you for pour in-
tergst in the Porto Rican bill, whieh I am informed



[ﬁc\—‘mm- 6]

vila
has been fnoluded in the list of the bills to be press-
¢d at this session. I learn, however, that there is a
determination on the part of the prohibition leaders #o
attach fo this measure a rider in the form of a prohibt-
tion amendment for the Island of Porto Lico. This i3 a
matter of the greatest importance to ihe Jmeriéan (il
ministration in the islend at this time, noit only be-
cause of its effects upon the present vevenue sysien
but because of the political effect which would certcin-
ly fellow its enceiment,
' I am enclosing herein copy of a letier which
I have sent to Chairman Jondg and Nr. Shafroth, setting
Jorth the jhcés involved in this matter, in the hope
that you might find dfme to read i{ and see your way io
taka some helpful action toward preveniing the applica-
tion of a prohidbition law to Porto Rieo or at least
postponing 4§£ until the island may have baecome batter
prepared for it. |
I eongratulate you most heariily upon the gen-
erael developmeni of the political situction whieh has
recently taken place bolh in and out of Congress,
Assuring you of my warmest good wisghses both
personally and politieally, I am
Sinecerely gaur,frieﬂd,

Honorable Foodrow Nilson,
Pregident of the United Stales,
Fashington, D. C.





