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March 11, 1914,

¥y dear Senator Shefroth:
Since relurning to Perte Zico I have given

‘out o number of eépias of the Porto Rico bill, and it

hes been trengldted and published in the locel papers
and of course variously received by the pﬂﬁ?ﬁe of Por-
to Rico, as I szpected. Upon the whole 3t hes been
well received,- quite as well as I Bzpécted, especial
1y in view of the differences thdf feve elveys preveil-
ed as fo citizenship. I am g{fﬁ? confident, in fect
more confident then when Iwas in Gashington, that if
the bill introduced byﬁga&‘is put through the Jenute,
substantially cs it wes drewn and intreduced, that it
will be gratefuldy eccepted by the “orto Zican people
in genercl end(Bill result in accenplishing the pur-
poses j%r—ﬁ&f@ﬁ it was drown.

4 rather curious thing hes resulted from the
publication of the bill: The Unionist Party, which
you know is the pariy whose ploitform oppeses American
citizenship, has unnistekebly menifested o willingness
to acecept individual ecilizenship as provided for in
¢he bill. This is true even of the leaders of the in-

dependence wing of the porty. On the other hand, "The
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Pimes”, nowspaper which is the organ of the Zepublican
forty and hos gluvoys elanored for ‘nericen citizonship
in any form, hes shovn o dispesition to sulk and'raj#et

individual eitizenship. ihils this is surprising it
is not ot oll disturbing me. 7he main natfer of im-
portance is that the Unionists will acecept it, and the
so-~celled Rapnblﬁﬁﬁas can not refuse to accept it with-
out wreeking their party. Seo, I repect, %f-éié bill is
passed with the citizenship proposition just as it is in
your bill, it will, in my judgment, pronptly solve the
citizenship problem. I hope that #h& Senote Comniifes
will consider ond &at,fa#arabzysﬂﬁﬁn the bill ot the
earliest possible moment, and3het yow will put it
through the Senate os soon’es you cam. Then, if the
ouse bill is pessed substenticlly as i¢ now stends,
whick I hope will becdone, the only difference between
the two bills is the section es to the form of citizen-
ship, and tkgg,ﬁéa be easily adjusted in conference,
for, as I Kabe said, if we contret citizenship in one
Sorn we will take it in the other. 5

I enclese two clippings frem “The Times”, one

of them from the Snglish section calling upon you for
infornetion as to fhe bill, end the other Srom the Span-
ish seciion of the same date, publishing o résumé of the
bill itself. The paper seems to be in water-tight con-
partments like o ship, so thatf what is known in one de-
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portment is entirely unknown in the other. The foct
is their whole attitude is absurd and entirely nepli-
gible. '
Thenking pou again for the many réﬁurtasies
you extended fo me while in Fashington gnd hoping to
hear from you soon, I an,
Jincerely your friend,

Honoraeble John F. Shafro th?:‘i}} D,

Fashington, I\ C.

P v
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. Herch 25, 1913,

Ky dear Senator Shefroth:

The stetements of ¥r. Perndndes Garela before
the Senate Committee, as to the United Stotes District
Court of Porte Zico, coused considershle sengelion here
among the friends of the court, but I heve Gssured them
thei these remarks wers not important and)would not cut
any figure in the findl disposition of “the Porto Rice
bill, There is very gencrel and. mﬂ or less execited
diseussion everywhere here of #hg citizenship prodlen.
The people of the Island are gery much divided, ond the
Untonist Party is much perplezed end puszled as fo which
Jorn of citizenship wiﬂ; 'be best. The discussion is do-
ing herm, but I fear 3t will continue until the matter is

-settled. I wish pdry nuch that it might be settled at

this sessfonlof Congress and the bill passed with ofti.
senship in either form which Congress mey think best. If
acceptance by your committee of the Jorn of citizenship
now in the Jones bill would j‘miiit&t& the passage of the
neasure at ihis session, I wish you would accept thet
Jorn and put the thing over. If the mctter is not settled
al this session of Congress, the disoussion will go on in
a nost harmful wey until the elections next Hovenber, so
thet I om more then desircus fo hove the matfer settled

S
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n&eﬁ. #oreover, if the bi1l should fail ef this session
and then be passed ot the next session, os the President
promised me would be done, ¥t would be necessary to have

"mthar eleciion here in Porto Zico which would be exceed-
—"'t!giy disturbing and generelly hurtful., Uy infornation

te that the House mﬁli‘ pass the bill eerteinly ot this
@‘»&‘#&Zﬂﬂ, end I do hope that the Senaie will ml{p pass it

axﬁ not put it off.

}

I would apprecicte it if you mﬂd mriée me o

jgtfgf giving me your visws of the mm natier ami 88

becially of the prospects for gctfm it thmugk
. Our legisleture is M about o aémm and
has done, on the whole, some. ‘excellent work.
#ith kind regardé to Urs. shoafroth and best
wishes for you, I an,

Sincerely your friend,

Governor.

denorable Jehn P, Shafroth,
United States Sencte,
Washington, D. C.




JOHN F. SHAFROTH, COLO., CHAIRMAN.
DUNCAN U. FLETCHER, FLA. MILES POINDEXTER, WASH,
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COMMITTEE ON
PACIFIC ISLANDS AND PORTO RICO,

Washington, D.C, March 27,1914.
Hon.Arthur Yager,
San Juan, Porto Rico,
Hy dear Governor:-

I am in receipt of your letter. Last week we
had before thas conmittee the secretary of War and Gean.MeIntyre and
tried to go over the bilY¥. We have had great diffieulty in getting
the presence of our committee. I have had numerfcud calls for meete
ings, sending out double notices,and telephoning to each just
before the hearing, but have not been avle' to get a gquorum of the
committee of ths Senate.

I had a talk with General McIntyre the other
day and he sald that he thought 'that the bill had better first g0

- from the House and then be ‘taken up by our committee when it comes

over from the House. Sothe chances are that that will be the line
of procedure. There'@re a rumber of measurses of very great
importance to thewadninistration which are pending and it is
Gifficult to get anything except a gigantic measure up for consider-
ation.

With best wishes, I remain

Yours trulv,

;& JL/L ,; Z'Zjﬁ
)7?/1 % /
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. April ¢, 1914,
By dear Senator: :

Your letter of Harch 27th has been duly réasia&& and I
thenk you for the informaiion it conteined and alse for pour
personcl efforts to secure considerciion of the Porito Zico
biil by your Comniitee. | X

I balieve that you gnd @ans%ﬂl lie Intyre-ape réioht os
to the line of procedure. e will wait anﬁgﬁ:éhe douse has
pessed its bill which has cirecdy ﬁa#negﬁﬁﬁ;nﬁly reporied
from the Committee and introduced inte the Fouse ond which
ifr. Jones thinks cen de pussed ad G eerly doy. #Hhen it
reaches the Sencte we cun thquﬁﬁﬁé up the meiier of secur-
ing considercation by the Sqag?& Commiilee with grecter hope
of success. The more the'mutter is discussed here in Porte
Bico the more epident it becomes that it is o matier of the
greaiest imyartdgq@j@#é urgeney that the bill be passed aof
this session afﬁﬁéﬁgr&as g0 thal it can be put into effect
at ihe nexi regular election in November. The political

- conditions will then scttle themselves around the new ict

end the people of Porio Rico will ithen have opportuniiy to
sddress themselves to the econonmic and industrial difficul-
tigs which confroni 4hy Iglend and which are exceedingly per-
plezing. de will cll have plenty to de in trying te seolve
these &iﬁfi#yzfias'ana restore normel conditions.

Thanking you agein Jor your efforits te help us out and




-ty

with kind regards to Krs. Shafroth as well as yourself, I
Sincerely your friend,

Honoradle John P. Shafroth, %0
United Stctes Sencte,
vaghingten, D, C. .

\2'(\%
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dpril 27, 1914.

&y dear Se—rmtnr: :

I em beginning to fear that the crowdiag inte
the foreground eof the Mexican complicaiions end other
great subjects will preveni the consideration of the
bill grenting e new fornm of government for poer little
Porto Zice. I notice also that Speaker Clerk hos mode
e spesech at 4dtlentiec Cily, #. Jd., in'whieh he expresses
himself as forever opposed to granding citizenship te
the Porio Ricans and the Philipgiﬁm#.- You notice ihat

- he puits them in the seme class. JSuch speseches, coming

Jrom men in high position/under our Goverament, are
productive of -g:raat harm and difficulty and obstruct

iie work of those of u:z who are trying to hermenisze the
relations between the Government of our country aend its
outlying dependencies. Of course I know there is no

kelp for it, but still I con only wish that i nighil be
othermise. I am writing simply to say thet in case

the ,‘biil can pass the fouse, I hope thet you will net
give the metter up without making oRother sirecnuous effort
to hﬁm it considered by the Senate Comnitlee. It is of

m_r@fférwﬁ importance that it be passed ol this session;

& ’a#d,ff&ea»‘t Jor one moment be froubled or dismaysd I;j; the
Jepposition to the bill that has arisen here in Porto Bico.

/
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If you will study the documenis eclosely you will ses
that the two Parties have taken diametrically opposite
positions on the question of citizenship and that they
are both sinply playing for some leocel advantage in their

political contest this year. The elections fake place
| in Hopember end politicul parties you know ere all alike
eperywhers “only more so”in some pleces than ethers. In
my Jjudgment Congress should not bother ubga$‘\ihaﬁ et all,
but pass ihe law according to its own judoment, and I
will guaranfee thet Porto Zicens of ell pertics will gac .
cept the resuli es a setilement of the whole conireversy
Jor the next 15 or 20 years. Bat if Congress postpones
the matter and does nothing 6t all, cs it has done so
Jrequently in the past, it will make everything much more
difficult. '

Sincerely your friend,

Fovernor.

don. John F, Shafroth,
Inited Stctes Sencte,
#aghingion, D. C.
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JOHN F. SHAFROTH, COLO., CHAIRMAN.
DUNCAN U. FLETGHER, FLA. MILES POINDEXTER, WASH.

JOHN W, KERN, IND.

MOSES E. CLAPP, MINN,

WILLARD SAULSBURY, DEL. ALBERT B. FALL, N. MEX.
JAMES K, VARDAMAN, MISS. EDWIN C. BURLEIGH, ME.

OLLIE M. JAMES, KY,

JAMES HAMILTON LEWIS, ILL.

NATHAN GOFF, W. VA,

JOHN |. TIERNEY, CLERK. a! Eni{ea f%{a{eﬁ I%en“{ca

COMMITTEE ON
PACIFIC ISLANDS AND PORTO RICO,

Washington,D.C, May 1,1914..
Hon.Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, Porto Rico,
My dear Governor:-

I recelvad your package of coffee the other
day and thank you very much indeed for the same. I tasted some
Porto Rican coffeg before I went down to the Islands and I thought
it was very delicious and I have no doubt this will prove the same.

The bill establishing civil government in
the Islands has been reported favorably by the Committee on
Insular Affairs of the House and . is on the House calendar. I saw
Representative Jones, Chairman of the cbmmittee, and he stated to
me that he expected as soon as he could get recognition to call it
up for considerations At this time general appropriation bills
seem to be absorbing the attention of the House,but I have no
doubt he is watehing every opportunity to get consideration.

As soon as it passes the House I am quite
sure I can gel ths requisite quorun of the Senate committee to
take it up and give it constant attention until we report it to
the Senate.

With best wishes and many thanks for your
kindness, I remain

Yours truly

7 Slaghrt



Se Xy

day 11, 1914,

Ky dear Senator Shafroth:
' Parnit ne to iniroduce to your kind ai-
teniion the bearer, ir. Jerge V. Domingues, ¢ re-
prc&tnéat;as young Forto Ricen iewyer.

#r« Poningues ig on a brief v&sﬁi to the
Untted States vhere he was s&aaﬂteﬁﬁ_ﬁﬁﬁ'wizl prob-
ably @hii upon you during his stey ¥n Vashington.
de can give you trustworithy informetion about his
native Island and I think will'desire fo attend e
segsion of the United Sﬁﬂ‘ﬁ#\Senatu,

dny couriesy thet you mey shov him will
be worihily bestowed end appreciated both by Hr.
Dominguez end mgg%lfﬂ

Sincerely yours,

Gowernor.
Fon. Jehn F. Shafroth,

United States Senate,
Sashington, V. C.

e
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day 27, 1914,

¥y deor Senecior Shafroth:

This is to inéroduce fe pou the bearer,
ﬁr; Fencesleo Borde, who is going to Jashington jfor
e brief visit. N\
¥r. Borda is o prominent and inflsénticl
citizen of Porto Rice eand con give yoyig;yr#nf deal
of accurete information gbouf the ;ﬁiﬁﬁdﬁ

| I should appreciate anycourtesies that you
may find it possible fo extend($0 him during his stey
in Tashingion. 2

Yours sincersly,
Govarnor.

Honorable Jokn F. Shofroth,
United States Senate,
Zasiingten, D, C.
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January ¢, 1915, ;

Hy dear Senaior: :

I an writing just o Iine to let pou
know that I errived at Son Juan scfe and well
after o pleaseni voyage. Congressman Xnowland
end his wife came down on the boat with us on
a vigit to Perte Rieo.

I want to thank you égain for the meny
acts of kindness whieh I enjoyed ot pour hends
while in Feshinglon, especiclly for the very de-
lightful luncheon in the Senate restaurant with
your family and digtinguished Colorede friends, :
which I hod the pleasure of attending on the last
day of my stay-in the eity.

I found the Island entirely guiet and
peaceful ‘and looking forwerd hopefully to the
passcge of the new orgenie aet either af this
session or early in the next Congress. Upen leav-
ing Jasghington I felt confident that Chuirman |
Jones, with the aid of the “resident, would se~
cure a special rule end put the bill through the
House most likely in the month of January, end
that your Commitiee would then ftoke it up and
pass it through the Commitiee and place it on the

calendar of the Senate. Then, I know, of course,
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that "It is on the knees of the Gods,” as the
Greeks would say. But there might possibly by
some asccident come ¢ chance fo get it before the
Senate before Neroh £, and if there should be

such an opportunity I know that you will promptly
aveil yourself of it and let the Senate have o
chance to see the bill. I belisve that the Senate
would pass it very promptly if they could once get
to it. I saw Senctor Lodge and he promised me
that he would support the bill, collective eitigen-
ship and all, if it ever came s .. I could not
see Senalor Booi, but I was led to believe by his
personal friends in Few York that he would not op-
pose it even if he did not see his way to support

it.
: Remenber me most cordiclly to ¥rs.

Shafroth end your boys, end say to Mrs. Shafroth
that I delivered to my son who is at Baltimore
her very kind invitation fo make your family e
vigit sometine, and he was greatly gratified to
receive it.

With my very best wishes end high re-

gard, I om
Sinecerely your friend,

donorable John 7, Shqfr&th
Untted States Senate,
Fashington, D. C.
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Jenuary 20, 1915.

#y dear Senator Shafroth:

On infermation thal I have received
Jrom the Depariment of the ittorney Qensraf,
it seems that soms hitch has come in the ap-
pointment of ¥r. Sseld as District ifterney
of the United States District Court f%r-?arta
Rico and that they are now thinking of ¥r.
Crosas, a very popular young ’erto Riecan ait-
torney.

I have writisn to kr. Gregery a con-

fidential letter with reference to it, giving
very fraenkly my reasons fer recommending ir,

Szeld. I think it o motter of very great im-

portance for this Court itself that there
should -be oppointed an imericen lawyer of le-

gal ability end cheracter and force so that he

may do what is possible to elevate the stand-
ing of the Court here in the Island.
I wish you would, if convenient,

' Speak to Senator James Hamilton Lewis, of

Illinois, and both of you sometime call upon
ir. Gregory ond see what reasons mey exist *
that make the appointment of Kr. Sseld inpos-
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sible and how they mt§ht perhops be removed.
It would perhaps be best not to refer fo the
confidential letter that I have written fo ¥r.
Gregory bul simply lo sey that I adhered to my
previous recomnendation of ¥Vr. Sszold in view
of all of the eirounstances thet surround the
situation here in Porto Zice.

| is you know, the United Stotes Court
in Porto Rico has hed lots of trovble, and if
we are to keep it out of further trouble and
pathaps worse irouble, the grectest care nust
be ezercised in the appéintmsn: of its highest
offieials. ‘

r. Sz0ld you know is o young Illinois
denocrat whe heg.nol been in the Island pery
long, but he 18 theroughly convergsant with the
csnd;txans here, iz a man of 3x£raard;narg legal
ability and, in spiie of his youth, has abuadant
Jorce of character fo understand and measure QP
to the jull standerd of « United States District
dttorney, end I believe his work would result of
benefit te the Court. ‘

7ith best wishes for pou, I an

Sineerely your friend,

Governor.

Honorable John P, Shafroth,

United Status Sanate,
Hashington, D, C.




Hareh 19, 1915.

iy dear Senator Shafroth:

Yours of the 11th instent, re-
questing that I send copies of my last
messoge ond repert fo Senaier Saulsbury,
was duly received and the decumenis sent
as requested.

I hope you ar¢ now having o

| good rest afier your sirenucus labors for
the past itwo years.

Remenbar me most cordially fo
#rs. Shafroth and the boys. |

Sincerely your friend,

Honorable John 8, Shafroth,
Onited States Senate,
Wasghington, D. C.

L K1/
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JOHN F. SHAFROTH, COLO., GHAIRMAN,

DUNCAN U. FLETCHER, FLA.
JOHN W. KERN, IND.
WILLARD SAULSBURY, DEL.
JAMES K. VARDAMAN, MISS.
OLLIE M. JAMES, KY.

JAMES HAMILTON LEWIS, ILL.
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MILES POINDEXTER, WASH.
MOSES E. OLAPP, MINN.
ALBERT B. FALL, N. MEX.
EDWIN ¢. BURLEIGH, ME.
NATHAN QOFF, W. VA.

Alnifed DHfafes Henafe,

COMMITTEE ON
PACIFIC ISLANDS AND PORTO RICO,

WASHINGTON, D. C.
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JOHN F. SHAFROTH, COLO., OHAIRMAN.

DUNCAN U. FLETCHER, FLA. MILES POINDEXTER, WASH.
JOHN W. KERN, IND. MOSES E. CLAPP, MINN.
WILLARD SAULSBURY, DEL. ALBERT B. FALL, N, MEX.
JAMES K. VARDAMAN, MISS, EDWIN €. BURLEIQH, ME.
OLLIE M. JAMES, KY. NATHAN GOFF, W. VA.

JAMES HAMILTON LEWIS, ILL, /,3-.] tn‘i{eb ,%{a{eﬁ ,%ena{e,

COMMITTEE ON
PACIFIC ISLANDS AND PORTO RICO,

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Februsry 20, 1%15.

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
Sen duen, rorto Rico.
My desr Governor:
I &m in reccipt of copy of your liegd#yge to the
Zighth Legislative .issembly of Forto Rico ferthich I am
greatly ovliged.

With best wishes, I remainy

Yours trulyg .
= ; Z /
4 ;;Z—K_:Sﬁ/<;5j§é; b
. Z -
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November 30, 1915.

Ky dear Senator Shafroth:

- 4s you have perhaps already learned from
General Me Intyre, we are planning to introduce our
Porte Ricen bill again inte this Congress at the be-
giﬁningqu the session and see if we can not secure
tts passege this year. Genercl He Iniyre and I have
prepered the bill for introductica;) making enly a
Jew changes in it as compersd with the ene which your
comnittee considered and seemed to approve. We have
seperael reasons for believing that we ought to suc-

- eeed in pussing tf this year without great difficulty.

First, the President has assured me in a personal
comfe?eacs and ddso by letter, that he "sees no reasonm
why we should not pase it this winter,” and that he
will "tgke ‘@ deep interest in it end do everything he
possibly can to promote its pessuage.” In the second
place, there seem fe bg serious differences and dif-
Jiculties ahead of the Philippine bill which will
probably delay consideration of that measure; and
while you are pondering thaf question and formulating
your plans with reference to it, it seems to me it
would be o wise policy for the commitises in both
houses to take up and push the Perto Rico bill about
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which there is little controversy and difference of
opinion, and bolh committess might finish entirely
their work on the Porto Rice bill and report it
faverably to both houses before they would be in o
position seriously to toke up the Philippine matier.
Koreover, the condition of public opinion here in
Porto Rico is more united in favor of ths _details
of the Porte Rigcan legislation and rot¢ eager and
anxious for its passage than ever_before. I think,
Jfrom this point of view, the present is a great op-
portunity for Congress to settle alt one stroke the
Porto Rican situation and bring all elements into
practically complete hormony with our American gov-
grnment in the island. I think il imporiant that
we shauld not let) this opportunity pass unimproved.
I am planning to come to Washington als
most immediately after the Chrisimas holtdays and
take up with you and Hr. Jones, the chairman of the
hougse committee, the discussion before the commit-
tees of the details of the bill which we have pre-
pared. Inasmuch os these two committees are femil-
for with all the main fectures and have discussed
then over and over again, I think that we have no
need of any public hearings whatever; and I haove
the hope that we may get the bill through both com-
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mittees and on the calendar before the end of
January. Do you think that the membership of these
committees will be greatly changed from last year?
I trust thet you will be willing fo introduce the
Porto Rican measure into the senate atft the earliest
opportunity after the meeting of Congress, aend when
I get to Washington that I can help securea meet-
ing of the committee of the senate for its consider-
ation. I would appreciale very much a letier from
you giving me your piews on the whole situation., I
would especially appreciate -your aid in the maiter
of getting the Porto Ricae bill in front of lhe -
Philippine tangle so it will net be in danger of
being blocked entirely by e discussion of a coniro-
verted question thot might last oll winter.

ERemgmber me most cordielly to Krs. Shafroth
and the rest of your family. I hope you had an en-
Joyable and pleasent trip te the Philippines and a
restful vacation generally. |

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely your friend,

Governer.

Honorable John R. Shafroth,
United States Senate,
Washington, D. C.
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Februery 16, 1916.

Hy dear Senclor;

I hepe not had an opportunity before of writing
to you since I left Washingten. I have been uncommonly
busy since my aerrival in Porio Rico and I was nof well
enough to do anything on the Soat. I inteaded to in-
Jorm pou that upon my last day in Waghington I had an
interview wilh ¥r. He Adoo and he agreed cheerfully
and heartily io the amendmeni goncerning the cigar taz.

il though Paerto Lico ought to hepvs that and would not

only not object but would personclly faver it. Hr. Ve
Adoo, however, opposed the change with reference to the
appoiniment of collectors of customs for Sen Juan, and
I agreed to recommpnd that that part of the bill be
stricken out, and {f you strike that out I suggest thai
you atrikﬁ.ﬂsi also « sinilar provision relating to the
Imnigration Serpice. That would result in striking out
the whole of Sec. 40 of H. B, 9558 except the proviso
referring to the repsal of the law exempting cliens ar-
riving in Porto Rico from the paymeni of the head tax.
I hope that the Semate Committes has long since

Jinished the bill and reported it in the manner which
seened lo be agreed upon at the time of my departure,
and I certainly hope that they will not be influsnced
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to make any changes by the commissions from Porto Rico
that have been in Washington during the last fwo or three
weeks. In my judgment $t would not be wise to acoept
any suggesitons from these gentlemen and incorporate
them in the bill., Nosgi if their objections ore made
chiefly for political e¢ffect down here. I habe learned
that kr. Jones has suéccedsd in having the'Bill placed
upon the privileged calendar in the House, and my hope
s that he will succeed in having $he-bill passed thru
the House speedily and that you will then substitute the
house bill for the senate bill #n the manner which you
suggested to me and have {{-passed thru the Senate in
that form. I would be véry much pleased to lecrn your
opinton of the prospdcls of the measure as it looks o
you at thie dates :

Thanking you for all of your kindness to me and
with best Wishes Jor you personally, I am

Sincersly your friend,

Governor.

Honorable John £, Shafroth,
Unitsd States Senate,
Haghington, D, C
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Fey 17, 1916.

iy dear Senator;

This letier will be handed to
you by my friend ¥r. Eamén Staca Pacheco
who s making his first visit %o \Wash-
ington and the United States{

Hr. Siagea has beén)fron the be-
ginning of the imericaty\ocecupation a
most loyal ond effigiant official of the
Insular Goverumgnt and is at preseni
dssistant Searéiary of Perto Rico.

Any. wssistance or courtesies
that youor your secretaries may extend
to hiw will be greatly appreciated by
hiw and alse by myself. |

Hith best wishes, I am

Stneerely your friend,

- Governor.

Honorable John F, Shafroth,
United States Senuts,
Hashingion, . C.
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Hay 31, 19186,
Hy dear Senator:

I am sure you olready have bagun work in your con-
mittee upon the Jones bill gs it was recently passed by
the House. I om writing now briefly to express again
my entire approval of the bill In the main es it stends
and o urge upen you and your committee the yreat in-
portance of ite passege by the Senate gf $his session.

I want also to suggest that it be passid us promptly as
is possible, for the reoson that if) it becomes law we
shall be compelled tc hold on _elesction under its pro-
pisions next #apambsﬁfin grder to do this we shall heve
to have an exirserdincry(session of the legislature to
enact certain legislalion in conformity with the new
bill.

Porto Eico, in ny judgment, was nerver before seo
well prepared politically and sconemically to receive .
enc iec utilize o bill of this sort es il is ot present,
ond ite foilure to poss at this session would be o great
calamity both to the island and o the present edministra-
tion. I om eonfident thot you reclize this and will do
everything you can to hasten its consideration by the
Senate.

Upon the subject of amendments to the Jones bill,

I haove wriften General He Inbyre suggesting the desirabil-
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ity of two or three minor cmendments. Of these the
most important, in my judgment, is the matter of sal-
artes for the heads of departments, Since the Foraker
iet was passed the cost of living tn Porto Rico has in-
ergased at least 60 to 80 per cent, the increase in
rents being ewen more than that. I thiank it is unques-
tionable that the salaories of the heads of the executive
depariments should be not less than $6000 Der yea#. and
incsmuch as this bill carries with it a(2iberal increcse
of the revenues of the island through ‘the provision as
to eigar fax, there i{s absolutely no reason why Congress
should not fix the salaries of these oﬁffaials in this
bill at the figure which “t.deems just and proper. I
sincerely hope that the sclaries of the iuditor and the
heads of the deparimends sholl be mode uniform at $6000
a year. . :

Fith peference to the other amendments that may be
proposed bylyour comnittee, I desire fo udd & word to
what I hove already said upon two subjects: First the

prohibition amendment that has been suggested; The more

earefully I study and consider this question the more
convinced I am that an amendment on this subject would

be wvery inopportune at this time. I wish to emphasize
again the point that I have already mede, thet the proe
duction and consumption of alcehel in Porte Rico has
greatly deereased in the last three years under the oper-
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ation of the high tax imposed upon the itraffic in 1913,
To be acecurate, this decrecse is more than one half of
the total amount. 2orto Rico this year is actually pro-
ducing and consuming less than one half the quantity of
aleohol thet was produced and consumed in 1912-13., TIhis
is en indisputable facet and proves conclusively that the
habtts of the paople of Porto Eice with refersnce to
drink are differen? from those of the peoplé of the Uni-
ted States where inerecse in price seems to hove little
effeet upon consumption., The decrease in consumption

in Porto Rico seems to be still geing on, and us we hove
no intention of reducing the $ax, it is my judgment that
we should not interfere with this process of elimination
by the attachment of a prohibition rider fo o bill pro-
posing to grant o larger measure of self-government to
this tsland. " In the 'second place I am not unmindful of
the strenuous arguments that hove been made by wvarious
persons from Porto Rico and the United States in hear-
ings before your comniitee against the resitriciion of
the suffrage here in Porto iLico. Upon ithis subject I
will of eourse abide the decision of the Congress, but
nevertheless I am still of the opinion that the resiric-
tion of the suffrage contained in the Jones bill is wise
and proper. All-of the arguments against it tkat I have
noticed have been founded either upon sentiment or upon
the political considerationg that are notural under the
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cireunsgtances, aapécially arguments made by the lesuders
of the political parties here in Porto Rico. Ie cannot
expect them to do otherwise, and the representations they
have made at Washington are intended in the main for po-
litical use in Porio Rico. I appreciate fully the aen-
tirental arguments, but my judgment is elsar that it con
never be of any real advantage fo the poor peasants of
Porto Eico to give them the suffrage when they are not
prapaered in any way to exercise it. Ihe-possession of
this privilege exposes tham to lempiations and to déjra-
dations of charaszter and it does them no real good what-'
ever, I think the case is exwotly parallel to that of
granting the suffrage to the newly enfranchised black
citiszens of the Southern States. It was found from ex-
perience that this privilege did net in any way help

the blacks and carried in its train great svils fo the
States affecteds I think it has worked out that way in
Porto Eiaé;, Its chief effect has been to itncrease the
powers of the most unscrupulous of the political lsaders
who have found and will alweys find ways in which to
control theseunqualified voters sinply in their own in-
terests. However, as I have said, I will cheerfully ac-
cept the Jjndgment of Congress on this important matter.

' The Jones bill as it stands is o good bill for Porto
kico and its passage at this session would ge far toward
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seitling for all time many difficult and tmportant
questions here that gurnesily cry out for speedy set-
tlement.

I would appreciate greaily o letter from you giving
me your idea as to the proapedtS'qf the bill in the Sen-
ate and a8 to the date atf which we may hope for ite fin-
ad passage;

The island is at present pery progperous owing
chiefly to the abnormal price of sugar, and. the legis-
lature at its Ilast session, upon the recomnmendation of
the Governor, passed important legisiation looking to an
tnerease locally of the revenues Jor the ordinary expens-
6s of the Government. If the lones bill should ba passed
we will immediately tnaugurate and greatly enlarge the
campaign for the inerease of our educational factlities
end increase greaily-thée number and seating capaeity of
our schools, especially for the rural populction,

With the hfghest sersonal consideration, I an
» Sincerely your friend,

Governor,

Honergble John F, Squratb
Unite¢ States Senate,
Roshington, D. C.



FExt/

e

e

JOHN F. 8HAFROTH, COLO,, CHAIRMAN.

JOHN W. KERN, IND. MILES POINDEXTER, WASH.
WILLARD SAULSBURY, DEL. MOBES E. CLAPP, MINN.
JAMES K. VARDAMAN, MISS, ALBERT B. FALL, N, MEX.
OLLIE M, JAMES, KY. NATHAN QOFF, W. VA,
JAMES HAMILTON LEWIS, ILL.
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February 28, 1%17.

Hon.Arthur Yeager,
San Juan, Porto Rico,

¥y dear Governor:w

I have at last been able to get final action on
the till establishing civil government in Porto((Rico. If you
have been following the Congressional Record-you will see that
I have had great difficulty in getting thé _measure through. I
first had to make a severe fight in the/ Bemocratic caucus in
order to get It esiablished as one oaf* the bills that ought to
go through and if I had not pushed the matter with the persiste-
ency I did, it would have fallen down and that is the only bill
out of the large program~they méde,,outside of appropriabtion
bills, that did go thwouagh.

I had a fight in the Senate over your salary,
Senator Smoot rWanted it reduced to $7000, but it was finally
defeated in the Senate. In conference it was finally agrzed
that your salary should he 10,000 a year. I believe there
would have heen a strong fight made on this 1f Senator Smoot
had noticed it, but I got through the conferéncq report without
any debate and, consequently, it all went through. The bill
gives most liberal terms to the people of Porto Rico and I am
confident will make them very loyal to the United States.

With hest wishes, I remain

Yours tiziz;zzjﬁgl ;}’LSZiiaé;ﬁ7éj
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Hareh 9, 1917,

Ny dear Senator: ,

Yours of the 28th ultimo has just reached me.
I appreciate more than I can tell you this personal
letier gising account of your labors, difficulties
and final triumph in the interest of the Porto Rican
bill.

I assure you that not only I myself but all
the people of Porto Bico will always be grateful to
you for your work and appreeciate to the utmost the
skill and persistence with whieh you have menaged
this fight, so inportant to the people of this island.

I note also with gratitude the refersnce to the
matter of the salary of the ZFovernor. I assure you
that I have understood from the first your friendly
attitude wilh regard to this mattsr, and I desire gl-
g0 to add, that aside from all personal interest in
the matter, I am confident that the thing that was
Jinally done will prove to be the right thing and en-
tirely satisfactory to the people of Porto Rico and
net out of keeping wiih the responsibility and the
duties of the office. ,

dssuring you again of my high personcl esteenm
ond admiration for yourself, and of the graiitude of
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the people of Porto Rico for your work in their be-
half, I am
Sincerely your friend,

Governor.

Hon. John F, Shafreth, Chairman,

Committee on Pacific lslands and Porto Rieco,
United Statss Senatae,

#ashington, I, C.

Po Se= Of course you have received our invitations
to visit the ITsland. I wish fo cssure you
that we would all welgome you at any time
that it may be convenient i%r ou to come
either now or later, and that #rs. Yager
and myself desire most heartil¥ to include
in this invitation Krs. Shafroth,
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July 18, 1917,
Ky dear Senator;

Your letter of ie 50th ultime has just reached
me, having come down by the slow heat. :

I an sorry that you have been miginformed as to
the situation here in Porlo Rico with reference to the
referendum on prohibition. I would appreciate it if
you would let me know whe it is that gives you this
misleading information. '

I am sending you a copy of ithe local election law
in accordance with whieh we will\hold the election on
prohibition on the 16th of this month. I think you
will perceive that every precaution has been taken tlo
meke it fair, and I assure you that all of its previsions
in this respect will be absolutely enforcsd. Some of the
prohibitionists here have tuken for granted in cdvance
that the elsgtion will be tainted by fraud and that the
Qovernment of Porto Rico will attenpt to defeat prohi-
bition by all sorts of fraudulent means. There i3 ab-
solutely no ground whetever for this assumption and neo-
er has been. |

As to the chaerge raferred to by you that signatures
to the petitions to submit the question fo the people

had been secured by bribary or other fraudulent means,
T have this to say: when those signatures were secured
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some weeks age it was generally understood that both
gides of the question were in fovor of a referendum,
agnd there was no oppogition therefore to the securing
of the petitions. Of course under those circumsiances
it wos perfectly easy to get 10% of the voters to sign
a petition of this sort. I peid no atilenlion to the
convaess whatever, but just assumed thai the pelitions
would be secured without any difficully ond-in onple
volume and filed in the reguler legoel-panner. There
wae certainly no need of fraud at gll, After the tinme
had elapsed during whieh petitions could be secured
ond election-day was approaching, then for the first
tims the prohibitionists hagan to raise an outery cbout
fraud tn gettimg the peiitions and have been asking
that the ZFovernment make a diligent inquiry and itnves-
tigate all suspioious cuses of securing signalures ev-
grywhere i# the island and prosacuie everybody and throw
out the petitions. This ssems to me to be unreasonable
and unprofiteble at ot this s#agefaf the procsedings,
Jor we all want o referendum -prohibitionisis, anti-
prohibitionists and the Porte Rican Government desires
to have a referendum on this question, and it seems o
me a little inexplicable that now the prohibition side
of 1t should be expending so much energy in an atiempt
. to hape the petitions thrown out and to defeaf the

pery thing they profess fo desire.
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However, the elaction will take place under the
daw which I herein enclose, und both sides of this
question will have o representative at the poles who
will be eecorded their full rights under ihe law, and
everything that I con do will be done to insure an ab-
solutely fair and impariicl election and the resulis
of this election, whotever they may be, will be ae-
cepled by the Government of Porto Rico and the low gb-
solutely enforced to the fullast aktﬁnt possible,

ds I scid befors, I would be glad to have you
give me the sources of this infermation, or rather mis-
information as to the situation-heras.

Hith best wishes, I am

Stncerely your friend,

Govarnopr,

Hon. John F, Shafroth,
United States Senate,
#ashington, D, C,
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¥y dear Senater Shafroih;

Your Ictf.cr of introduction for ¥rs. Harrington
and her dought l‘ﬂ ms sent me 3 mafl the other ,dey,
and I ms zn 5‘3 lad n um Ers. Enrr ayﬁu s con-
ing to Po ﬂm invitin
Mr do i!tra i ms xs in % necr tuﬂ. and_
i ope to este Itthtwi '?ia rrf:;taa and ics ?

grs & pery pleasent aceguaintonce for m and femily.
f‘r’wi Aserfga‘: teachsers gn tting uﬁrg‘ n Porto Rﬁt’eg-g

d T ho t&ui‘ i&c :Nisc erring im will 'ﬂ fo
th fr interest fo gnrc sometine md myaga in
this work. :

Fost %kmft are gafng Sforvard very satisfactorily
here in the Island course we are i "ﬂ our troubles
with lebo r ea&ﬁtiou ast et pres £ ese troubles

are _comp ieaicd th I n ar conditions here
in Pw-ta Rieo. }{'t.;‘ mos us complications ie
that the ¢{rf¢ul’tm rers n* ‘ smr estates are
nt ent mamniza . @ cultural almost
amr ere, are entirely . aru a md wsizy in-

luenced by ayi‘tattn, and
r. Iglesics, 1= ul‘ca a po.

she- tw— here,
, ’ the head of the
Socialist Party and of cow

4@5&41 te for o ee and
in_the .!'s.lsnf ol B,

at present a mtar at roe
dusl capaeity on his part makes i sg' e to uc#ﬂ
Feir conferences on the lobor dt: cs, cause this men

demands full recog il tion as the abor 1 leader ui then
mokes us of 61l influences to inorease Ais political pow-
er. I am in ho s=¢hat ever &ndi at Yashington, ineluding
¥p. Gompers and Seeretary o or Wilgon, will bear in
nind constensly these paculiar conditions in Porto Rigo,
which of conrse can not be corrected of once.

o eourse our goziﬁecz sifuation you are thorough-
1y lior with. Ve am acdjusted o1l immediate troubles
an ing ahead with tgs gowmanh but of course
this df"#mi ould not be made to the caar.p ete satis-
Jaction of both pﬁrﬂu. end the ut”rf tg y fesl nat-
ure. Is that they hove not goiten all the t!ug were en-
titled fto, and with the usual ILoti n-Aseﬂcu mperanent
t‘ht blame the Governor r everyth n%‘-scuu ﬂw results

he election which pla ihen in the minority.

For your information I will state that the Icgh.!aﬂn
leaders hove sterted mondomus proceedings in the couris
gaiu:t the Executive Seeretary of Porto Rieco to compel
him to ineclude in the volume of statutes of the regulap
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tc: ion f&osg lows whieh were not s g ned by the CGovernor
ﬁ in the deys, on the theory thet the Icytalatura ?
euZy taken o recess and was in continuous sessi on. an

his way have the couns stiiic a ¢ Jjudieial way ¢ egal.
fiy of ¥$t procegdin l a éhe :Igfurq in af’&urntn e
e regular session ura Ve are look or

o d ciston of the Su rtma Gunri o P#rta Rieo on the gues-
ttou et an dg;ly dafp ‘f ! 4

Tith best wishes for you ond kind remembronce for
#rs. Shafroth and yau'fgaygf I aom 4

Sincerely your friand;

Gebernor.

Ebnorabls John P. Shafroth, . ¢
Uhttad States Senator,
fashfngtﬂ?h Ds Ca





