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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 6, 1914.

His Excellency
Arthur Yager,
Covernor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, P. R.

Dear Govermnor:

I have your letter of June 23, 1914, which I showed
the Secretary of War, who expressed a willingness 1o let the
matter terminate in the way you have already planned.

With kind regarde,

Sincerely yours,

 4Qg1544€;Q;¢e@;;§;;?’
‘gg;ig
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Jotober 17, 1914.

Py dear iir. Secretary:-

The situation es fo markei conditions for
the Porto Bico ecoffee crop this year ssems to be grow-
iag worse from time to time. As you probebly know,
this erop consisting of about 50,000,000 pounds has
elways been sold almost wholly in Eurspe and, of course,
ot present Europe is no market for aaything.

Considerable coffese Was been sold this year
to Spain, some in Cuba; dut Fpgnce, I'taly, Germany and
Austric, which took perhaps more than half the erop last
year, Rave thus far shewn so liiile inierest in the mar-
ket that it does nol seem possible for the rortv ilecan
eoffee crop to be' markefed at oll unless we can open up
some new outledy for it.

e orisis is so serious and the possible
discster $6 the small grovers of coffee up in the
mountaine of the Island seem so distressing, that I am
writing pou to ask if it would not be possible for the
7ar Depuriment itself to esxtend temporary relief by ia-
structing its officers who buy coffee for the various
army posts to give first consideration to Porte Rico
coffee in making their purchases. Fe can of course
Jurnish sanples of the verious grades; and prices will
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be lower in Porito Zico then these of any recent yeecr,
so that I on convineed that ihis coffee could be jur-
uMﬁcmmWthnu'mu
loss to the purchasing departments, und inasmuch o8
Mhmmnffnhumrtmmrmmc
the Depertment would be justified in giving &¢ o pref-
erence. I understend ithat something of this sori was
done onee before during a crisis in the coffee dusiness
under the edminiséretion of Governov illen. If it was
mrmrtodouuhmmhmmct this
tine when such serious condifons have bean Ddrought upon
the poor of tho mouniain sdciions of the Island through
no fault of their mud. I an struggling in every possible
way fo find some itemporary relisf from & very serious
condition and I awuld grestly appreciate any help er od-
ntumugﬂuu.
- #ith the greaiest esteen and respect, I am,
Sincerely yours, e

Governor.

Honorable Lindley ¥. Gurrtm,
Seovetery of Var,
Feshington, §, C.
{Through the Bureau of Insular iffairs).
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My dear Nr. Smtory

I have the homor fo nnﬂud iy, Honuel
Camufias, the mt Director of Laber, Charities
and Corrections, for resppoiniment as a member of
the Executive Couneil of Porto Rico, to take ef-
Jeot immediately upon the cqtntm of the present
torn which s July 13, 1915.

It is quite important for lwo or three recsons
thet this sppoiniment be made bafore the date men-
tioned so that there will be no lepse or vacaney in
the office of the Direetor of Labow, Charities cnd
Correction, who, as you know, is first appointed as
¢ member of the Executive Council. I would there-
Jore eppreciats very much if you could secure action
upon this Fesppointment within the next week or fen
oy -- | .
| I need not remind you, I an sure, that great
inconvenience has already been ccused us by delay in
the appeiniment of o Commissioner of Zducation in sue-
cession to Honorable Z. B. Bainter who resigned early
in April end left the Island Nay 15; but I doubt not
you ond the President have both done your best under
the eireumstances, nevertheless I venturs to hope that
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this appoiniment will seon be made.
7ith highest esteem, I am
Sinoerely yours,

Govarnor.

The Honerable,
The Seeretary of iar,
Washington, 0. C.

(?)0 ?U/‘,\,g,, ‘i(\;



August 27, 19165.

#y dear Mr. Secratary:
I understend that it tcu«m
Jor me to oppﬁl? another mnilitary aid beccuse
of the cutting off of the chance for further
gervice in that mm-l'cfﬂst"il. C.

de Hostos by the law govorning detached ser-
- vice. '

'Y &

" I destre,. mnfon, to ask for the
appointnent of (rghcmt idelfo de Hostos
to eccupy 'position beginning with the
elose of t 'mnn of Lieutenant E. C. de
lostos.

Yours very respecifully,

Governor.

Aonorable Lindley ¥. Garrison,
Secretary of War,
'ﬂ‘“ﬂ‘"; ’DQ co_

(Through the Mu of Insular Affairs)

gt A
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Hareh 7, 1816.
¥y dear kr. Breckinridgs:

I was taken go much by surprise by the resig-
notions of Secretary Gerrison and yourself, and I have
been so much ocoupied since with an unusual pressure of
business that I have kad no time to write, bui I have
thought of you a great deal and have the greatest inter-
est in knowing your plans. '

Ve are so cut off from the papers down here
that I have not seen many references to your movemenis
since your resignation took effeci. I am greatly inter-
ested and would appreciate very much ¢ letter from you
giving me suoch information as you think proper to give
out to your friends, not only with reference to the cous-
es of the resignetion of the Seeratary and yourself, but
also and espeeldlly as to your plans and purposes for the
Suture. I very much fear that you may not see your way
to return to Kentucky at once and fake up your law prac-
tice. However, I hope you will do so, for I have looked
forvard with the most pleasant anticipation to coopera-
tion with you in promoting the best progress of Keniueky
in the future when we shall have both returned to our
native State.

Fhat is going to happen to the plans of the Ad-

ministrotion with reference to the grect gquestions of
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preparedness and national defence in this session of
Congress, and what do you think will be the fate of the
Philippine bill and the Porto Bican bill? I wish very
much that I could see you end have o long talk, but as
that 18 impossible I hope you will write me o letier.
In any event, howeper, I wish you to remember that I am
and shall continue to be as always

Your sincere friend

Governor.

Honorable Henry Breckinridge,
United States War Depariment,
Waghingten, D, C.
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March 6, 1917.

My dear Governor Yager:

Your letter of the twenty-fourth of February has just
reached me as I am on the point of starting out with the
inter-departmental committee appointed by the President to
select for recommendation to him & site or sites for the
development of water power for the production of nitrogen
for war supplies. This work has grown since it was suggest=-
ed until now the President feels it necessary for us prace
tically to cover the entire United States and to have hear-
ings at various places where water power is supposed to be
available and adequate.

This is only one more thing thrown into a busy, if not
over=crowded, official routine, end makes for the immediate
present impossible the trip I had plenned to the Panama Cane
el and, incidentally, to Porto Rico, uwpon which I had hoped
to leave at about this time. I am not, however, willing to

abandon the project, and so shall regard it as merely defer=



red until I caen dispose of more pressing matters here and feel
myself free to becaway for the length of time which would be
involved in such a journey. Mrs. Baker is naturally exceed=
ingly anxious to go with me on the trip, and appreciates, &s I
do, the welcome of which you and Mrs. Yager have assured Uuse

The passage of the Porto Rico Bill really turned out to be
an astonishing thing; when so many other pieces of important
legislation failed, to have this one go through almost at the
last moment was highly satisfactory. I cannot feel that I,
personally, contributed very much to the success, but General
McIntyre was untiring, and the President, himself, took & hand,
which, of course, means that the surest and strongest influence
was &t work in our behalf.

Cordiaelly yours,

S———

2 VSRR, 7/ | - PP ISP
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Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, P. R.
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MILITARY REGISTRATION.

B D SN G S MmN S R DR e A R T B D S e e

Report of Special Committee.

The Honorsble
The Governmor of Porto Rico,

Sen Juan, P.R.

Sir:

The undersigned, constituting a special com-
nittoe nominated by the Governor %o report and re-
commnd as to the best machinery for putting into
operation the military registration of all men of
military age and subject %o conseription, in ae-
cordence with the recent Act of Congress, desire

to report as follows:

LOCATION OF REGISTRATION PTLACKS-

Your Committee beliewvos that i will be vory
diffieult and impracticable to attempt to carry
out the registration entively or in large part in
the various barrios of the municipalities, but
that it is preferable to provide for registration

places in the cities and in such plscos in the barrios




as are ‘thickly populated, wll known, and easily
accessible, and it is believed that these specifie
places of registration shonld be left to be de-
tormined by the local officlals sppointed in the

mammor discussed in the following paragraph.’

MACHINERY AND PFRSONNEL FOR REGI STRATION. .

After having considered thse possibility of
using tho various officials of the Insular and
mnlcipal governmnts available for this work,
your Committee recommends that -

1st - If an Adjutant General is appointed
for Porto Rico, the goneral supervision and cen-
tral administrative machinory for the registra-
tion be placed under him; and

2nd ~ In case an Adjutant Genersl has not
been appointed for Porto Rico, that the Governor
appoint 8 special commifttee of three or four mem-
bers, goverunment officigls, to be known as the
"Military Registrstion Committea", which commit-

tee ig o have its offices in & room of the De-~



putacién building, near the rooms now used by
the Supervisor of Elactions, and that inssmuch
a8 use is to be made of elaction data and ma-
chiﬁory, the Supervisor of Eldctions should be
a megmber of and the executive or sdministrative
officer of the Committes. Wherever the words
"Military Registration Committee™ are used, "Ad-
Jutant General™ should be substituted, in case
an Adjutent Gemeral is sppointed for Porto Rico.
Your Committse believes that the most effi-
cient manner of organizing the concrete work of
ragistration, after all of the preliminary data,
forms and information have boen prmpared by the
Military Registration Committee, is to use the
fiscals of the districts to suporvise the work
of the towns in their rspective districts, and
it is recommended that the fiscals should submit
to the Governmor, through the Militery Registration
Commi tfeo, for his spprowl, the names of the of-

ficlals to be placed in charge of tha work in esach



minicipality. The Act of Congress and the rogu-
lations presented by the President for %he regis-
tration in the states on June 5th, provide for
loeal bogrds corraesponding to each county, or si-
milar subdivisions in each state, with special
boards for each city with over 30,000 inhabitants.
In Porto Rico the mmnicipality is the unit most
nearly corresponding to ‘the county, and should be
the unit used. The regulations preseribe that

the local boards should normally consigt of the
shoriff, the county clerk, and the county physi-
clan; the sheriff to be the exacutiw officor,

the county clerk %o be the recorder ang custodian
of records, snd the county physician to be the sur
geon of the Board. The regulations provide for
the appointment, by the Governor, of other offi-
clals or civilisns when the appointmant of the

designated officisls is not practieable.



EXECUTIVE OFFICERS OF BOARDS.
We do not have the position of Sheriff of

the county, and the nearest approximation ig

that of Marshel of the loecal court. waaver, it
1s ®mlieved that in those places whare there sre
mnicipal judges, thess officials _should normally
be the executive officors of thg Board; in other
mmnicipalities the justices of the peace might be
designated, and in othsr municipalities, they might
be the officers of some of ths other services of

the Insular or munt cipal governments,

RECORDING OFFICERS OF BOARDS.

We do mot have the position o'f County Clerk
in Porto Rico. The position most closely approxi-
mating thisg po‘sit'lon in the States is that of Secre=
tary of the local comrt. However, the work of Muni-
cipal Secretary in I’or’bo' Rico involves somewhat si-

milar duties and these officials might be used %o

8 certain extont.

r



SURGEON 0P LOCAL BOARDS.

For these positions the ‘municipal physician
or local sanitation officers might be advantageous-
ly used.

It mst be remembersd that the Bosrds will
have important duties o perform at a later dstk ,
in connsction with the exemption of persons en-
titled to exomption, angd they should bo selscted
with great care.

In esch mn;icipali‘by, aftor the local Boards
have boon chosen, it is rocommendsd that there
be selected immediately the registration places
for the rospectivw barrios. Tor this purpose
the city halls, the municipfal cburt buildings,
the offices of the internsl revonue collectors,
police cuartols, and other similar rlaces can ba
used; and two or more barrios may be assigned to

the same rogistration place, when the estimated



nurber of persons of military aoge is small
enough to warrant the conselidution. An
official, to b appointed with the approval
of the Piscal and of the Military Registra-
tion Commi ttes, should be placed in charge
of the work for each barrio.

The Military Registration Committas will
rrovide, for distritution to the mapoctiwe
officers in charge of esch munieipality, dats
as t0 the ostimated number of mon of mili-
tary age in each barrio, and a statemont as
To the estimated rumber of clerks that will be

required to attend %o the work for that barrio.



The officials in chargs of the mnicipality
will, with the approval of %he fiscal, degi-
gnate the names of the clerks %o be employed
et each one of the registration places, and
the place of registration for sash barrio.

It is recommended that there bs pmpa’red
and printed immediately forms substentially like
that submitted herewith, designated as Exhibit
"A". The first three items on this Fform will
be £illed in by the Military Registration Com
mittee bafore boing sent out o the fiscals or
local officials in charge of each municipality,
and the fiscals will receiw & circular letter
of insfructions, advising them to visit each
munieipality in their distriet and see that the
local officials placed in charge of said muni-
cipalities thoroughly understand the work to be
performed, and comply with the ragulations to
be issued by the Military Regisgtration Committes.



As soon as this work is done and approved by

the fiscals, the forms are fo be forwarded back

to the Military Registration Committee, and when
approwd by the said Committee, the proper hlanks,
filing cases and other necessary materisls can

ba gent to the local reglstration places, and the
public can then be thoroughly informed of the
Places designated for registration and of the
porsgons who will be required to register, by moang
of & general proclamation by the Goveruor and by
means of specific directions given by ths loecal
offieials in charge of the registration. These
local officials can uss all of the means svailsble,
including the police and other public officisls
and the comisarios of the barrios of esch mmioi-
pality, to convey the informstion to each barrio
as Po the registration place for that barrio, and
as to the psrsons who should present themselws

for registration.
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DISBURSING OFFICER.

It will e necessary for the Governor, in
aecordance with advices contained in the cables
receivwd, to appoint a disbursing officer and
to secure funds for the immedigts prosecution of

the work of the Military Rogistration Committesg.

GENERAL CONTROL OF THE GO YERNOR.

It is understood, of cowr se, thé‘b the work
of the Military Registration Committee should be
entirely under the supervision of the Governor,
and that it should be facilitated in 8vVory msmunsr
possible, either by orders of the Govarnor to the
various officlels and employees of the various
branches of the Federal, Insular and mnicipal
govermments in Porto Rico to lend every assist-
ance nscaessary to carry out the work, or by dele-
gation to the Commitise of the power to reguire

the services of such officimls. In this manmer
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it is believed that a large part of the work
can be done without the necessity of hiwing
meny different officials, or without great
additional expense. It is believed further
that many volun“baar.s to aid in this work can
be obtained in various parts of the Island,
and that with %he Military Registration Com-
mittee at the head, giving detailed ingtruc-
tions to ths fiscals, and the loecal o fficers
in charge in esch minicipality, all of %the
me.chinery of the Government can be used, and
the needs of each mmnicipality as to the most
convenient and proper rlaces for registration

can be mot,

Respsctfully s bmi tted,
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Form No. 1

MILITARY REGISTRATION COMMITTER

o~ o oy E

- Statement showing rogistraetion places and nemes of
offlcials and eclerks in charge of registration places
for each barrio of each municipality of Porto Rico.

Municipality of....... teseevere...BaYPIiO OF......... —_— .
Estimated number of men of military age in the sbove men-
tioned barrio............ AP 3 PR OO I RO e o o .
Estimated number of clorks reguired for the mgistration
places in the above mentionsd baXrio....c.covenn... o o
Name of person in charge of registration place for gsiad

barriOD'0..0l.Q...-coo.oooon-oooc...'t.ao-ool’....t.o.loo...

Place of registration for said barrio....cvoovvivennrenn. A=

Name s and addresses of clerks to be employed at the place
of registration designated in the preceding paragraph.
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e ® 82 s 8000200 00 o > e - & = ® a0 000 ® * v o000 . L A s o0
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON.

July 8, 1918.

My dear Governor:

Under date of April 30, 1918, Santiago Iglesias,
Pregldent of the Pree Federation of Laborers of Porto
Rico, presented, through the President of the American
Federation of Labor, to the President certain charges
against you.

These chaerges were made public im Porto Rico. It
is, therefore, unnecessary to recite them.

With such expedition as was possible in view of the
urgent demands of the war on the time of every officer
of the government, these charges have been examined.

In view of evidence st hand, it is unnecessary to
meke further investigation. The charges, in so far as
they reflect on you personally or on the conduct of your
office, have no foundation. To go through the forms of
an investigation in view of available evidence would at
such a time as this be & severe reflection on this De-
partment.

| Very sincerely,
(Sgd.) Newton D. Beker,
Honorable Arthur Yager, Secretary of War.

Governor of Portoc Rico,
San Juan, P. R.
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&6 X

WAR DEPARTMENT, "(\i{_
WASHINGTON. Q

July 8, 1918. >

Iy dear Governor:

Under dete of April 30, 1918, Santiago Iglesias,
President of the Free Federation of Laborers of Forto
Rico, presented, through the President of the American
Federation of labor, to the President certain charges
against you.

These charges were made public in Porto Rico. It
is, therefore, unnecessary to recite them.

With such expedition as was possible in view of the
urgent demands of the war on the time of every officer
of the government, thess charges have been examined.

In view of evidence at hand, it is unnecessary to
meke further investigation. The charges, in so far as
they reflect on you personally or on the conduct of your
office, have no foundation. To go through the forms of
an investigation in view of avsilable evidence would at

such & time as this be a severe reflection on this Do~

partment.
Very sincerely,
%M‘Md—a,a“
¢
Honorable Arthur Yager, Secretary of var.

Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, 2.R.
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WAR DEPARTMENT, i
WASHINGTON. .’('\\: ~

July 8, 1918. N/ T

Honorsble Arthur Yager,
Governor of Zorto Rico,
San Juan, P, R,
My dear Governor:

I can not dismiss from my mind the situation of
labor in Porto Rico or the condition of those in Porto
Rico habitually without regular labor.

I xnow well from your public expressions, as well
as from private conversation, that this is a subject
near to your heart and to which you have devoted much
attention. I know also that something has been accom-
plished in the way of improvement of labor conditions.

I Imow that you have plans which would bring about better
conditiona. Unfortunately, these plans require the co-
operation of others outside of Porto Rico, and this leads
up to the following thought, having in mind particularly
the obtaining of the necessary assistance from without
Porto Rieco.

I am going to tske up with the President the question

of having a geuneral study of labor conditions in Porto Rico,
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industrial and agricultural, made by persons whose
views and recommendations would command the respect
of all in Porto Rico, as well as reasonably assure
to us that outside assistance without which we seem
unzble to do all that we would like to see done.

In taking this up with the President I shall have
in mind the possibility of having the commission or
rersons doing this work vieit Zorto Rico sbout next
September.

Very sincerely,
—
' ]

. S

Secretary of War.
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Cablegram received dated July 31, 1918.
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visit of 150_0.66 investigators I have consulted Gueneral
MoIntyre and he agrees with above suggestion.

i 2 Walcutt.
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@ANTIAGO IGLESIAS I WABHINGTON.

The Investigation Commisesion of the National Var Laboer Board
will amrlys in the l1sland 2t any mement,

Washington.~ July 16 - It is an undenlable fact that all the
changes in justicc demanded by thse lsbor srganizations of Porio Rice
have sulminsted in = colossal triwaph.

By the change of Drigedier Cemsral liclntyre, in charyge of ihe
Buseau of lnsular Affairs, 2 great and  deep transformation will take
plags in the loeal govermment of the laland,

Phe preat partiallty maintained in 7aver of the capitalistic
interosts, dangerous to the development of the country and %o the
1abor olements, hae been demonstrated; so much so that lmpertent of~
ficials of *he National Government, on becoming familiar with laber
quastions in Porto Rloce, have siaiad: "suck has bean said, to me par-
ticularly, of the natural becuiies of DLoringuen, of its miilions iu
production, of its dense populaiion, but never have I been teld that
in the bewutiful Antille those whose labor hes caused it to shine
forth are rewsrded by the most sordld expleitation and tyrauny. I
am convinced that porto Rice has not been governod by the laws of
our Consbitution but by the dsvices of political adventurer hzugksmsis

rustecrats, 0f course everwth ing has boen done quietly er with the
snnetion and help of Porto Nicun delegntions and representatives of
perties who have frequently eome here on nolitical business,”

LABOR AGAI NST SANTIAGO ICGLESIAS.

Uors than a thousand documanis have been prosentsd by politicel
olome nts, loocml a2uthorities =nd landholdors (hacendnd 0s) with the ob=
jeet of discrediting the work of Igleslias, she lakor delepatey, =nd %o
gountaract his ovidence, A1l these dogumesnts waers jolned in 2 velus-
inous record of which many copies were made,

After careful study it was docfded to leave the questlion of its

gredibility until the many charges could be corrobersted by o full
investigation in Porto NRice,  This action was finally taken Dbesnuse
of the apparent contradictions in the snid charges,

MR, DOUINGO CLLAZO BIFORE TIF HATIONAL WAR 1.2BOR BTARD.

¥r, D, Collazo appeasred at n »nublle hearing before the said Doar
mek ing important charpes and statements in regard Lo gensral condition
in the country and especially of the poverty of the rural pepulation,
e offared, also, various documents in support of his statesents,

July 23, 1918,
(From Washington)

i

Translated from ] a Correspondencia de Puerto Rico »f lLiareh 30,1918,
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THE SECRETARY OF WAR,

WASHINGTON.

November 8, 1918.

¥y dear Governor:

I have the pleasure of intro-
ducing to you Professor Stephen Taber, of
the University of South Carolina, who ac-
companies Professor Reid amd is to coop—
erate in the study of the recent earth-
quakes.

I bespeak for him every courtesy
and assistance, which I know you will be
only too glad to render.

Very sincerely,

g aanae MM“

]

Secretary of War.

Honorable Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, P.R.
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THE SECRETARY OF WAR,

WASHINGTON.

November 8, 1918,

My dear Governors

I have the pleasure of introducing

to you Professor Harry Fielding Reid, of

Johns Hopking University, who visits Porto

Rico at my request to study the recent earth-

quakes,

I bespeak for him every courtesy
and assistance, which I know you will be

only too glad to render.,

Very sincerely,

P

Qs e APz ey

¢

Secretary of War,

Honorable Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,

San Juan, P,R,
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WAR DEPARTMENT,
WASHINGTON.

July 5, 1919.

My dear Governor Yager:

Madam Temike Miura, a Japanese artist, is on her way to Porto
Rico with an opera company which is to perform there on its way to
South Americs. Madam Miura is the first Japanese woman to develop
the voeal art according to Buropean stamdards sufficiently to be &
prime donna in grand opera of high artistic excellence. In addition
to this, she is a woman of great culture and fineness of spirit, and
in our war work here was most patriotic and generous with her voice,
singing for the emtertainment of soldiers in camps and hospitals.

T would be very grateful if you could find it possible to ex-
tend some official courtesy to her while she is in Porto Rico. Her
stay will perhaps be two weeks in length, and if you bave an oppor-
tunity to bhear her sing I am sure you will realize that she is a
great artiste.

Cordially yours,

USRS 4

PUSSSeRS sl

Newton De Baker
Secretary of War.

Honorable Arthur Yager,

Governor of Porto Ricoe

Joe









Degember IIth I919
Hon.Newton D.Baker, Secretary of War, U.S.d.
Washington,D.C. Copy to Governor,
My dear HMr Seoretary~;

As a guest at the dinmer given in your honor
last evening,I was so impressed with your remarks that I have
maede a peraonal ¢anvas smong many bankers and leading merchents
of this city,while you are en-route to. Cayey.

It may interest you to know that the general
congensus of opinimn is that your talk has added several million
dollars to the value of this Island.

You appear to have been gingularly well advised
as to our commercial needs,the deepening of the harbor of San Juan,
the making of it a port of call for South-bound steamers,as well
as North-bound,will give us on the Island the needed facilitiss
for expansion,removing the uncertainty which has prevailed since
the scarcity of ships and tonnage of any kind hes made it so dif-
fiocult for merchants and growers %0 do business.

It was noted that no reference was made to the
establishment of a "Free~port™ in the harbor of San Juan,but this
was attributed to shortness of time to cover all the matters in
your mind. Permit me to suggest that with our great labor problem
no better place for the operation of s "Free-port" could be sug-
gested,as distributive facilities will be so improved.

Later on,say in five years,when the sugar bowls
of the States become filled,with the consequent reduction in price
it will doubtless reflect in a great measure on our important in=-
dustry of sugar production,affecting land valunes,reducing the de-
mand for labor,and making intensive cultivation a necessity, the
fres-port cen well ceme into its own,ss the fertilizer can well
be made in it,importing only the chemicals,and using our own soils
for the bese of the mixture.

Tobaceco growing will doubtless inerease as
other industries wane,and this Island is partioularly adapted for
the making of high-grade as well as cheap segars,as the humidity
prevailing conduees’ (0 maintain the high oharacter of the leaf,

vur waste of unmarketable citrus fruits asnd
pineapples will stop,these being manufactursd into suitable bot=
tled goods for sale in the States.

The employment of our women is in its infancy
and I expect to see exports of fine embroideries and linen worke-
ed by our women run into hundreds of thousands of dollars. There
appears to be no limit to the demand,and work oan be done here
equal to the finest made in France,.

These hints at possibilities mre the result
of only about two hours talk with the people I met and are here
handed you solely as suggestions to think over,

- I% was a blessing to this Island that you
decided to give us only a part of 24 hours.

¥ith best wishes for a safe journey and con-
tinued good health,I have the honor to subseribe myself,
Respeetfully yours,
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,m San Juan, P. R., Ootober &, 1920.

iy dear iir. Seorstary:—

You will probably remember that while I was at
Vashington I suggested to you the propriety of . -
recommeonding Colonel O. P. Toumshend jfor the distine-
guished gevirice medal on account of his nuta&m
vioe here in Porto Pico during the great U, de thie
matter wae mentioned to you casually Ockmo- peters 2
ing at the door of the War De: butlding, I fear
that 1t may have slipped your mq@y and am now eimply
writing to remind you of tt.\o

I thtnk that Colone hend's servicee here in
Porto Rico were of an sort, largely due to the
Sact that the Nla%go of Porto Rioce at that time and .
at a1l times t({‘m United Statee are unusuel. Ihe $
ehief task wdgjto koep the people of the Island b
tkowhfs\ yal to the Nation and thoroughly intercsted
in the war go that thay night perform cheerfully and
willingly all of the military dutics imposed upon them
and make & good war resord in svery way. I think it ie
Jair to eay thei thie was acoomplished well cnd
thoroughly and that Porio Rico's redord in the war wae
one to be proud of and $t reflectcd jamedit not only upon

the Porto Rioane themselvece, but upon our great Nation.
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war that all of their people stood ae loyally to thetr
Jlag as did the people of Porto Rico $o the stare and
etripes. I think also that a constiderable ghare of
the oredit for the performance of Porto Rioo on the
military side fe due to Colonel Townehelld who had entire
oharge of that part of the work duming all cn@zu-
part of the wam. The organization end o«&@o of the
three offtoers’ campe, the building of-the Lae ‘aeas
Pnoanpment, the mobiltzation, organ ton and the
early traitning of Porto Pioo’s 0\ l-mum to the
Netional Army, oto. oto., wend 911 sarried out Dy

*

Colonel Townshend, who mtlttary ocommander of
the Porto Rico diastrioj nd much of our sucoese in
getting all of t{:t%@rk ‘thoronghly done wae due to his
tnduetry, twt@ aktll ae a nilttary ofﬂmt

I would @nmotcte it, themefore, if hite eorvices
which m& offteiently rendered in thie way might
reocive svory moeognition posetble.

Vary ctnemzﬁ youre,

Governor of Porto Rico.

Hen. Newton L. Baker,
Seerotary of Tar,
7ashington, Ds T }



o X1/

2

WAR DEPARTMENT,
WASHINGTON.

November 13, 1920.

vy dear QGovernor Yager:

This note will introduce te you Miss Hunier, a reo-
resentative of the Children's Bureau of the Depariment of
Lazbor. General McIntyrs will, no doubt, have notified
vou of Miss Hunter's coming to the Island and of the work
which the Children's Bureau is undertaking there. You
vill find that Miss Hunter and the Bureau are very ear-
nest and serious and desire tc have accecs to the real
facts in order that public attention in the United States,
both official and unofficial, can be soundly directed to-
ward the ways in which the United States can be of help
to the people of Porto Rico. I will zreatly appreciate
it if you will do everything you can for Miss Hunter and
if you will see that she is received with all that is due
to a representative of the Governmenit who comes for a
hizh and helpful purpose.

Cordially yours,

—

vam«ﬂéam

Newton D. Baker,
Secretary of Yar.

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
The Palace, San Juan.

S
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In rdply} refer to
QOD. 15 7-

'\ WAR DEPARTME MT,
o WASHINGTON.

December 11,1920

Homorable Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
Government House,
San Juan, Porto Rico.

My dear Governor:

I beg to ackmowledge receipt of your letter of November 16,
1920, in which you recommend the award of the Distinguished Serviece
Hedal to Colonel 0. P. Townshend, U. S. Army.

The services of Colomel 0. P. Townshend were already under con-
sideration by a board of officers convened in the War Department for
such purpose, and I have referred your letter to them for their in-
formation and consideration. Upon report from the board I assure
you that you will be fully advised of the action taken.

Cordially yours,

——

MW

1

NEWTON D. BAKER,
Secretary of War.
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December 14, 1920.

My dear Governor Yager:

Mrs. Baker and I join in extending to you and Mrs.
Yager the compliments of the season with our hope that this
may be a happy Christmas for you and the beginning of many
prosperous and happy new years.

The apnroaching termination of my relationship with
the War Department will bring many regrets, due to the warm
associations and keen interests which have naturally grown
up in these great affairs, but I snall carry into private
life the recollection of much gracious hospitality and kind-
ness extended to me by those with whom I have been associated
in offiecial relations and I am sure you will understand why
this general feeling in your case will have ripened into a
sense of permanent friendship.

Cordially yours,

W*—W«(
Hon. Arthur Yager, \ '
The Palace,
San Juan,
Borto Rico.
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San Juan, Porto Rico. o
- December 27, 1920.

ity dear ¥r. Seoretary:

It wae with extraordinary plecsure that I read your
charming letter of December 14th, and it woe not without @ \
twinge of regrot that I noted yowr allusion to the approach=
tng termination with the Var Departnent. Although my own sep=
aration from this important dranoh of the %-m.- nay
‘not be delayed wory long after your retireneht, nevertheless
I oon mot look fomwvard without a twinge ©F puin to the possib-
111ty of having another superier officer than yourself. I'm
wory sure I ann never feel J-t*,@ game toward any other, who=
spor he may happen to boe s, T wish for you a most pleas
ent and sucecme Ml re-en ’ e into your great profession, and
I feel perfeoetly mé vou will make it sc. It will alwaye
remain one of th:c @nmtnt exvertences of my life to ronem=
ber the ofﬁotq nemoonal relations that I have Rad the hom=
or tc enjoy @igh pou. |

’% the moet sordial remembranceeg for img. Baker, in
which lime. Yager joine me, I with the Righeat norsonal re=
garde .

Stnoermely your friend,

The Homorable Newton D. Bakenr,

Seeretary ofn‘a‘,

AS
N
o
N
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WAR DEPARTMENT,
WASHINGTON.

March 3, 1921,

Desar Governor Yager:

I am preparing now to leave the War Depart-
ment.

As one of my final acts I desire to tell you
how much I have appreciated your work in Porto Rico
and how great has been my satisfaction at the way
in which you have handled the diffieult and annoy-
ing problems arising there. What would normally
have been a heavy responsibility for the War De-
partment will be, due to your efficient management
of the affairs committed to you in Porto Rico, one
of the most pleasant memories of my service in this
office,

With best wishes to you, and with kindest re-
gards to each of the members of your family, I am,

Very sincerely,
MMW

Y
Secretary of War.

Honorable Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, P.R.
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BAkeErR HoSTETLER & SipLo
ANNOUNCE THAT
Mr.NEwrox D. BAKER
HAS RESUMED ACTIVE CONNECTION WITH THEM
IN THE GENERAL PRACTICE OF LAW

Unton NATIONAL Bank BuiLping

CLEVELAND, OHIO

Gbyw
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Kareh 18, 1921,

The llonorable Newton L. Laker,
mtﬁ:{:, and Stdlo,
iy dear lMr. Baker:

I feal very etrange in oidreseing vy n any other
form than my-dear lir. Seeretary, but I \@sou that thie e
not rermitted. J wanti fo thank you Jor your very kind
letter of karoh Srd. I appmutctv\ e letter more than I can
tell you and shall treasure tt&m as one of the noet rale
ued momemtoes of my life vieg En "orto “leo.

I have aleo re the announoement of your return
to the praotice cof 1&: your great home oilty of 7levelend.
I am nerfeotly suse)that thie will nrove a most wiee decision
on your part Hodiae to looction and ae to the nature of your
work. And diet for pyou a ha»>y and proeverous carcer of
mﬁ:@tu that great otty. If good wishee will atd yous
pou will eertainly have them from a great army of fricnde and
adnirers with whom you have been brought into olose contact
thru your offictal duties in the great ad stirring tinee thru

- whieh the world har passed. And “ wish to aseure you that none

of these friends hae nore pleasand mmbr-iaa of vou, Loth pore



Newton s Baker 2.

sonal and offiolal than myself.
' . With moat cordial good wishes both for you and *pg,
Baker fron kre. Yager and myself I an ’6

\Z
Singorely friand,
s
O&
LN
Ap/DLY. \2\\%
o)
9
Q%

o | (b oty T



WAR DEPARTMENT,
WASHINGTON.

Moy 4, 1921,

Bonorable Arthur Yager,
Governor of TPorto Rico,

San Juan, Porto Rico.
¥y dear Governor:

The President desires me to inform you that
he has accepted your resignation to take effecf on the
date of the qualification of your successor, Mr. E, Mont.
Reily, who is to be nominated this week.

The President desires me to express his apvreci-
ation of your serviece in Porto Rico - a service to the
fovernment of the United States and to the peovle of Porto
Rico.

The President hopes that your services will be
apvreciated as they merit, both in Porto Rico and in the
Dnited States. Te wishes you a deserved suceess in all
your future undertakings.

I join sincerely in this good wish.

I am

Cod 7 W

John W. Veeks, .
Secretary of War.
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May .17’ 1921,

$hy fourth inetanoe aceepting my resignatfon ce Cover-
wofmmu- IMI.‘. the exprees=
mvw«-u the part of’?o President of my
mmum(m-&naof the National
Government serving ulm gg., of ohief executive of
the Seland. \2\ ‘ x
mtummc:uammﬁ-

ﬂ"" my m W adminigtration.
) \ \.
{ thonk you also for your good wishes.

Very sinoerely yours,






