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LUIS MUROZ RIYERA ]
RESIDE?T COMMISSIONER
FROM PORTO RICO / !
i ‘!

; /:;}f??\

, Touae nf Representatives W. S,
Washington, B, @.

Dec. 31, 1913

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Puerto Rico,
san Juan, P. R.
My deer Mr. Governor:

I take this occasion to extend to you ny
greetings for the New Year and to wish for you in this com-
ing year the greatest possible sucecess hoth personally and
in the accomplishment of the utmost good in the high posit-
jon which you are now f£illing. You have carried with you,
to the Island, a spirit of loyalty and earnest endeavor which
cannot fail and I look for the realization of great achieve-
ments snd the solution of & difficult situation under your
guiding hand.

In all your undertakings I know that you
will have the cobperation of the House of Delegates and the
rative members of your Cabhinet who seriously desire to help
you. Governor Colton found them of the utmost aid to him-
self in his work and that they effedtively combatited certain
Opposing elements and enacted much legislation that rcsulted
in advancing the work of Education and Sanitation and of other
Departments. He depended greatly upon their continuous and

esrnest effort to assist him in all his undertekings, and always
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found this dependence well placed, and I am sure thet you,
yourself, will find them &n earnest, hard-working body, on
which you can rely to assist you in accomplishing your high
idegls; a hody which will demonstrate to you the fitness of
our people for & more liheral self govermment, which with
your colperation, we hope to accomrlish in the near future.

To £ill the vacancy created by the retirement
of Mr. Wilson from the position of Cormmissioner of the In-
terior, I wish to recommend Mr. Manuel T. Saldafia. I know
Mr, Saldsiia well and have absolute confidence in him as a
man fitted by training, dm his profession &s an engineer,
and personally as an upright, talented capable man, well
qualified in every respect to fulfill the arduous duties of
this position in such & manner as to reflect credit to himself
and to your Administration. I know that you would find him
helpful in carrying thzough such policies as you may find
for the best good of the most people.

And now, at the begimning of the New Year, I extend
to you my sincere greeting and hope thet the pages of the book
now opensd will he filled with the records of great achievements
and blessings for our people through your wise and helpful ef-
forts. With hearty wishes for your personal welfare and as-
surance of ny high esteem, I beg to remain,

(Cordially yours,

“v\.JJfTTTT N, )~
e U177/ 2245 A
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June 10, 1814.

Dear Sir:

I heve refreined fron writing to you cbout our
rnotfers in Congress becaeuse I know you heve o iremendous
volume of correspondence with others hare vhich fawes your
resources to the utmost.

I on writing nov to sey that I have direct in-
fornction from Zoshington that our new orgaenic eot for
Porto 2ico still has ¢ ochance of passage at ithis session.
It would be so nuch more convenient for us to have it poss-
ed ot ¢kis session beccuse of the dete of our elections and
other reasons; but I think that oll of usg who ore interesi-
sd in Porto Dico should exert ourselves to the utnost fo
have it passed now. I belleve thet if you would ask I'r.
Jones to call up the bill called the "Jones Bill", as it
now stendg on the House calendar for consideration by the
House, that the House would paés it. Senator Shafroth
writes me that if it posses the House he cen have it re-
ported out by his Comniftee to the Senate with some nodi-
Jications porheps es fo dcznilé‘ I an myself confident that
if ve could get it bofore the Senate I could porsuade the
President to cid us in putting it through thot body. ds
to the details ovoer which there is controversy, I an per-
sonclly convinced that they are of comparatively little
inportance. The bill as ¢ whole is far more liberal for
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Porto Rico than ony bill ever yet proposed, and if we
could got it passed in substontially its present forn we
could trust to the fuiure fo socure cmendnents es fo nminor
details thot night prove #o be incorrect or tnadviscble.
It scens to me that the sensible thing for us all to do

ts to get as good z bill as we can n3w, ari < think we lave
e chance to do it. I would be glad if you would write me
your viows about It ot your euorliest convenience.

Phe harbor project, which is of the uimest in-
portance for San Juan, o# you perhaps know, s in o good -
position bafore the Senate and I on hopeful of its ultinaic
pessage. To ny surprise some busy-bodies here have gotien
up some opposition to that, Dbuf of course that seens in-
evitable for any thing of any sort that moy ever be pro-
posed tn Congress for Porte Zico.

Fith best wishes for you, I an,

Sineerely pours,

Gopernor.

Hon. Luis Huioz Zivers,
Bosident Gammtsstanqr.
Tashington, D. C.
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July 1, 1914.

Iy dear i'r. Hufoe iivers.

Your letier of recent date was duly received
and carsfully read. I note that you seem to be planning
to neiniain gsome anmendnments to the Jones Bill in the House.
I think this, under the eircumstences, would be o nisicke,
JFor although I believe Lhat fthe louse would gecepl these
anendnents, if they have time to do so, I am sure that fhey
would cause dedbate and delay in the Sencile, and ai this
stege doelay means defeat. It wes for this reason chiefly
that I consented o the provigion for the sbsolute valo of
the é?ouemaf. ds I told pou, I do net think it of great
practical inporiance, and personslly I cere nothing chout
it‘. But I believed then, and I delieve now, that fhis
provision is nscassary to gain jor the bill any chaence of
passage through the Sensie, especiclly at this time. 1
an sure, therefore, that it is beiter for us o toke the
bill eltogether and fo get it possed just ag it stonds now
bofore the Houase rather ithan citempt, as you say, to work
out o grect plece of logislation sctisfactory to oll par-
tles and then have it postponed 2o the uncertainty of the
ghort gession next winfer. So I hopo you will consider
this netter carefully and.if pou can consclentiously.give
your direct aid end influenece a.zonﬁ the lines suggested.

is to the harbor vorks here, I on glad to Lnow
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it has such @ good chonce of passage. The engineers re-
commanded the whole project carrying an exzpenditurs of
$850,000 and the Sencte Comnittsc adopted their project
providing $400,000 gppropriation for immedicte use but
inplying that the rest would be appropricted when necded.
TEth best wisghes, I an,
Yours vory truly,

Covernor.

fdon. Luis HuRow Rivers,
Besident Comnissioner,
Jashington, D, C.
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- LUIS MUNOZ RIVERA
RESIDENT COMMISSIONER
FROM PORTO RICO

#oume of Representutives W. S,
Washington, B. @,

July 10, 1914

My deer Governor:

I am in receipt of your esteemed letter of
the lst inst., in reference to the ensctment of legis-
lation for Porto Rico &t thie session, end I regret
very much not to be able to egree with your suggestions
&8 to the acceptance, without emendment, of the Jores
Bill now pending before the House; As & cuestion of
rrinciple, I am obliged,lby ny convictions, to inegist
on the absolute repudistion of the obsolete veto power.
Being a sincere Democret, I consider it unjust and den-
gerous to put 211 the legisletive pewer under the con-
trol or esuthority of & single man; And, es & cuestion
of politicel interest, I feer that the Legiglature of
Porto Rico would be deprived of all practical euthority
by the indefensible measure heretofore referred to.

I also object to the mendeatory provision
for an annuel sesgion of the Senete without fixing the

date of that session. As I indicated to Genersl MacIntyre
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and yourself, in our interview at the Buresu of Imsular
Affeirs, the Governor could have complete diseretion to
convene the Senate at whatever date between the 1lst of
Januery and the 3lst of December he saw fit; In this
way, the eppointive power of the Senate would be pracw
tically destroyed.

Unless these two provisions are smended in the
bill, I prefer to heve the Forsker Act remsin im force,
as in this Act the Governor iz grented only a cuslified
veto power and thedr own neturel citizenship is recognized
for the people of Porto Rico; After the declerations of
the Mayagues and San Juen Unionist Assemblies, the party
to which I belong cannot depart from its cleerly defined
demandfor Porto Rican citizenship, elthough, personally,
I do not attech great importance to this metter.

I heve well grounded reesons for believing

that Congress, in the present yeer, will not devote its
time to solving the problems of the Philippines anéd
Porto Rico, more especielly on account of the recent
statement of President Wilsomn, published in the BEvening

Star of Mondey, & clipping of whieh is herewith enclosed.
Only the supreme influence of the Presidemt could get

Congress to take up the Colonial issues of the Democratic
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Platforms at thie time;

I em confident thet you will reelize that I
am just as anxious es yourself for e liberel form of
Government for Porto Rice; but the new regime must
satisfy the o0ld espiretions of my country and respond
to the hopes we plece in the gincerity ard fairness of
the American people;

QﬁXQurs very truly,

XN i
Hon; Arthur Yeager, )

Governor of Puerto Rico, - Bss 0

Sen Juen, Puerto Eico.
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Kovenher 5, 1014.
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Dear Jir:

I have decided fo pive an official dinner
on next Londay evening ot eight o’clock in honor
of all the new ocppoiniuents fo fthe Execuiive
Couneil, inciuding lesers, Travieso, Domenech ond
Baroceld.

Inpitations will be extended to the entire
nanberskip of the Council, of the Supreme Court,
gnd the other higheat officicle of the Insular
Goverrrnent, aend I an writing tc pou to express my
sgpecial desire ¢o heve pou present on this occe~
sion, in foot I heve fized the time for the din-
ner se cg to wmeke it posgible for jou to ciiend
without altering your pleng of sciling for lash-
ington. l

i assure pou that I would appreciate your
prompt accepiance of this invitction.

Sitncerely pours,

Goparnor.

Hdonorable Luis Lufies Rivera,

San Juan, Porto Rico.
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LUIS MUNOZ RIVERA
RESIDENT COMMISSIONER
FROM PORTQ RICO

#iouge of Representatives Y. S,
Wanlhington, B. @.

Dec. 24, 1914

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor,
Steamer Coamo,
Brooklyn, N. Y.
My dear Governor:

I received your letter of the 23rd and
was exceedingly sorry that I had misunderstood your
k¥ind invitation. It would have given me great pleas-
ure to have had this congenial occasion to talk over
affairs in which we are mutually interested.

It seems to me that your judgement is
correct in reference to the bill coming up in Jan-
uvary and getting through the House, but, like you,

I think that is .s far as it will get during this
Session. I am sorry that the provisicns of the Bill
are such that I must oppose it in a number of fune
damental pointes. But the platform of my party and
my own convictions are such that I must insist on
amendments for citizenship; a qualified veto, a fixed
time for the meeting of the annual session of the

Senate, and an electixe representation on the Public

Service Commission.
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If the Bill, however, does not succeed in passing
the Senate at this Session, then its passage through the
House will be of very little use, as with a new Congress
the Bill would have to be reintroduced and passed again.
I most sincerely hope that we masy be able to really ac-
complish something for our people in the near future.

Again regretting my failure to see you and wish-
ing you a pleasant trip and all the joys of the holiday
season, I am,

Lordially yours,

“K\Woz% yrens)
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June 25, 1515.

iy dear Hv. Muloz Bivers.-

Your letler of the 11tk instani with re-
gard lo the vacancy whiclh ig sven ¢ occur in the
DLepariment of Laber,harities and lorrecition and
recomacnling Lr. Cumufces for recppeiniunent thereto
wes cudy received.

I shuall very soon toke up the seriocus con-
sideration of ithis importent meiier, end I cssure you
I appracicie pour sdiviee and rocommendution with re-
gerd to the eppoininent.

-

I have wolso a very high eppreciaiion of
Ir. Canuiies end of his serpice in this ojjice and
shall do my best fto rgeomusnd the wisest end nost
Just action ond whai seame best for the good of the
people of “aris Jice.

14k best wishes Jor you, i on

sJincerely yours,

Governor

fenoruble Luis iuios Rivers,
Kouss of Representatives,
Yaghington, B. C.
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June &0, 18185.

¥y dear ¥r. Hufieoz Rivers:-

Since writing you lagt I have, after very
fuli and ecareful consideration, voncluded thel the wige
and propsr thiag to do is {o reconmend ihe recppointuent
of Ur. Januel Camufies to the ofjice he now holds, und I
hepe clrecdy wriiten the Secraetury of .ar to this efject.

I am writing now simply to make this suggestion
to you, that if you cer find an opportunity to call on
the Secretary of “ar within fhe next wsek or ifgn doys you
might add your word o v peal thet evéry effort be made
te secure prompt ceciion in this ease. Uf course we all
understand that o vageney or lapse in the ojfice would be
inconvenient hoth to the ?overnmedt and to Xr. Camufics,

end I hope therszfore the uppointment can de made before

. July 13, whaieh is the date of the expiration of the pres-

ent term. . _ ;
You mighi elso zay o word ag to the inconpenicnce

of jJurther Jeluy in filling the ofjice ¢ Comnissioner of
Education, and you *now thed I laope mede recomnendations
in regord to both of these pogitions.

' Assuring pou of my plecsure in making the recom-
nencatfon of ¥r. Comufice nei only ¢r his acecouni but clse

on your orn, I am
Very respecifully yours,

| | Govarnor.
Honorable Luis Yuiez Rivera,
House of Representatives,

;.Gahlﬂgtﬂﬂ, Dt c;
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June 30, 1318.

Hy dear ¥r., Nufes Rivera:-

Since writing you last I have, after very
Jull and earejul considersiion, dercludsd thet the wise
and propsr thing to do is to recommend the reappointnent
of #r. Fanuel Comufigs to the office he now holds, end I
have olrealy written the Secretary of iar to this effect.

I an writing now sinply to make this suggestion
te you, that if you cen Jiné an opportunity to call on
the Secretary of lor within the next week or ten days you
night wdd pour word of aspeal that svery effort be nade
to secure prompt ceciion in this ease. OFf course we zll
understend the! o pecancy or lapse in the office would be
inconvenient both fo the Gevernment and fo ir. Comufias,
end I hope iherefore the appoinineat can be nade before
July I3, which is the dote of the expirciion of the prea-

ent term,
You might clse say a word as to the fneonpenience

of further delay ia filling the office of Comni ssioner of
Léucation, ond you know that I have mode recommendalions
in regard to both of these positions.

issuring you of my plecsure in making the recon-
mandation of ¥r. Conmufae not only on his account buf also

er your own, I an _
Fery respectfully yours,

o=t Zopernor.
Honorable éz:fs Juien Ei?am,
ifouse of lepresantatives
agh; n‘?ggng gi» C. i
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LUIis MUNOZ RIVERA
RESIDENT COMMISSIONER
FROM PORTO RICO

fiouse of Representatives . S.
Wanhington, B, @.

July 20, 1915

My dear Governor:

I wish to take this opportunity to thank
you for your prompt action in the matter of the ree-
appointment of Mr. Cemmfias. This reeppointment is very
gratifying to his %mmy friénds including myself and I
am sure that you will find him as efficient and faith-
ful a worker in the discharge of his duties in the
future as you have in the past. I do not doubt that
& great deal of unnecessary coﬁplications have been
avoided by renaming him. There was some little antago-
nism to him shown by soﬁe of the Members of the Unionist
Party on account of certain alleged neglect or failure
to attend to requests that had been made of him. However,
this was a matter of little importance, I Belie%e that the
prompt action of the Administration 1n,appointing him
without allowing his position to become vacant was the
very best step that could have been taken in the matter.

I expect to leave for Fuerto Rico somewhere |

between the lst and 15th of August, at which time I

hope to have the pleasure of seeing you and conferring
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with you on matters pertaining to local politics and

more especially sbout the prospects here for the reform

of the present organic act, during the next session of

Congress. I hope that we may fing our way clear to

reachingfa mutual agreement in the interest of the

most important solution of this preeminent question.
Prusting that you are enjoying good healtﬁ,

I am,

Very sincerely yours,

Py

Hon, Arthur Yager,
Governor,

San Juan,

Puerto Rico.
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"abruery 14, 1916.

iy dear Sir:

I am sending yeu by this boct o copy
of my msssege to the Lugislature.

I have siatad in the nessage the problem
which confronts us at present with reference to our
finances, end have also recommended what {o me seens
to be the only sure, sofe and just solution. Of

courss I Lnow in advance thet thie {2 o very unpopular

suggestion, but it seems fo me to be the only proper
one upon which we can safely rely, and I am writing
to ask you to aid in the besi way thet you can fo
induce the Unionist members of the Legislature to
support it. Of course we all knov how hard it will
be to get an increase of the property tax, because
the large proparty holders have great influsnce with
the Legislature. Kany of then are members of it.
Epen the nonresident preparily owners have nany walys
of exercising iaflusnce end ars coricin to do s0
whenever o suggestion is made of incracsing the tax.
But I sse no other way o maet the problem. By the
ond of the fiscal year, as things now sgeem, we will
have exhausted all of the treasury surplus snd per-
haps mors, ond if we pass & general appropriation
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bill for next year equal to that of the present
year, we would certainly run ebout §$400,000 behind
the receipts. It seoms to me impossible to reduce
expendiiures safely and overcoms so large a deficit,
80 it is chsolutely indispensable that we inorecse
the revenues for next yeer and in a manner that will
ba absolutely sure to succesd, #e cannot afford to
try experinents with new forms of taxation, because
they might net succeed and we cannot run another
year on the present basis without cértain disaster.
It might be contended that we might rely on the
eigar taz which we hope to get from the United States;
but of course you will understand that this is not
sure, for ths bill may not be passed, and besides I
think §t wholly wrong for us to use that money even
if we get it, tn overcoming a deficit in the ordinary
budget. That money should be used for progressive
construotive work in the line of schools and roads
and senitetion. T would like to cgll your attention
to two ;75%¢ges in the Governor's Annual Report to
the Se¢oretary of iar for the last fiscal yeor which
elearly foreshadowed the prasent situation, namely,
the last paragraph'on page 24, the first paregraph
on pags 25, and the laitar half of page 240 wherein
the treasurer makes his foreoast of the probable oon-
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dition for the present year, so that the condition
ts not absolutely unexpectaed.

I hope that satisfactory progress is being
made on the organic occt and that the speechas of the
commissions will not interfere with {ts passage, and
I ghould be gled to hear from you on the subjeot
whenevar convenient.

Jtth best wishes, I an

Yours very sincaraly,

opsrnor,

Honorable Luis dufior Rivera,
Rastdent Commissioner,

Hougse of Representatives,
~Jeghington, D. C.
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Pagr Sir:
Your letter to ¥r. Saldafia with reference to

Julio Castillo was handed me by ¥r. Seldafic, and I
have taken ths natter up with Colonel Shanten, Chief

ef Polics.

7e have af prasent no vecency in the grade ia-
mediately shbove the officer referred to; but the
Colonel tells me that thore will likely be a vecaney
sometine in the next fwo or three months end that ke
will bear in mind your regussi sad grent o pronmoiion

to Distriet Chief Julio Castillo as soon cs opporiun-

ity to do so presents fteelf.
I hope that you sre doing everything possible to

inprove the chunee for pussage of the new orgenic act
for Porto Rico. I fear that the heerings of the com-
nissions from Perto lico have diminished the interest
tn the b5ill cnd also thot the agiialion of the prohid-
{tionfsts will snounder it with a pery unwelcons amend-
nent. I am considering making another itrip to Tashe
ington as soon as our legislature hore adjourns or a#

soon as I can get its work suf/iciently cdvanced io
Yeanwhile I would apprecicis a

leave with safely.
letter from you giving me your view as to the gtatus

of the bill gnd ite prospecis.

178/



[ Yo 1]

Fith the highest consideration, I anm
Sincerely yours,

Governor.

Honorable Luis Hfufios Rivera,
Resident Commissioner j'ron Porto Eico,
House of lepresentatives,
Faghington, I. C.

Py Do~ Por your information I am enclosing herein a
da%ailed statement of revenues received last
tscal year from all sorts of taxes on alcoholic
tquors, etc.
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LUIS MUNOZ RIVERA
RESIDENT COMMISSIONER

| \\ =

April 7, 1916

My dear Governor:

I very much appreciate the kind courtesy with
which you are ready to attend to my recommendation in favor
of District Chief, Mr., Castilla, which I sent through our
friend lir. Saldafla, The officer in question is one of the
best in the Insular police. He has been in the service for
the lagt thirteen years and undoubtedly deserves the promo-
tion which, without his knowledge, I ask for him. I would
be greatly nleased if Col, Shanton would find sn early op-
portunity to do this,

I continue Lo work on the Jones Bill, The Committee
of Pacific Islends and Forto Rico waits its passage in the
House to take it up immediately in executive session and make
a renort without delay. The matter is in the hands of the
Chairman of the Committee on Insulsr Affairs, and the bill,
as you know, obtained the privilege of being celled at any
time, provided it does not interfere with the appropriation
bills. We have had the misfortune that, for the last month,
the lower House har been continually discussing appropriation

bills. lr. Garrett attempted to get night sessions for Porto

FROM PORTO RICO /Q) ’M\U/‘
#iouse of Representatives . S. ol Ma
Washington, B. €. Y Y
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Rican legislation, but fiailed, The President included said
legislation in his legislative program, which is very encour-
aging, and the democratic caucus accepted the Executive's
views;

The only thing lacking now is that Mr. Jones take the

atter up energetically and call his biil to the Tfloor, using

the first chance he can find. If legislation is not enacted
for Porto Rico this year, the radicals, under the - -c¢ombtral.
of lMessrs Balbas, Zeno Candia and other leaders, will acquire
great strength and will bring serious difficulties. It would
be regretable if the present moment were not taken advantage
of to establish and sustain a poliey of cordial intelligence
and positive results between Americens a8nd Porto Ricans in
the Island, assisted by a great movement of public opinion.
If this is not accomplished it will not be in &ny manner my
faunlt.

Letters from you to Mr. Jones, Garrett and MeIntyre
will produce a rapid effeect, if you reason out vour indi-
cations so as to convince hthose gentlemen that the problem
is a momentous one and should be solved immediately.

I have heapga great deal about the remarks of the Sec-
retary of Porto Rico in a gession of the Executive Counecil,
in reference to frauds in the Depertments. I believe that if

such frauds exist, they must be punished; but I also believe
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that the administration itself should not nundertake to give
publieity to transgressions which, in case they turn out true,
will not add anything to its credit, and in case they are not
proven, will place the Secretary of Porto Rico in an unfor-

tunate position.

Very sincerely yours,

St

/

Hon. Arthur Ysager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, FORTO RICO.
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ipril 14, 1916,

Ry dear Ir. Hufioz Livera;

Yourg of the 7th ingtant hag just come
to hand ocnd has been read with interest and appre-
ciation.

I will keep in mind the nmatter of listrict
Chief Casitille and osk Colonel Shanton e ccrry out
his promise when opportunity ojfers.

I note carefully your suggestions and ad-
vices with reference to the Jones bill. I am ot
present contenpleting enother trip to Jashington
in connection with this bill after our legislciure
here has adjourned, I shall probably go the lai-.
ter part of thie menth though I haeve not yet defin-
itely decided whether I con dv so or not. I have
Just hed o letier jron President 7ilson expressing
efresh his interest not only in the bill dbut also
in the matter of creiding a prohibition rider on
it, which he agress with ne would be pvery inoppor-
tune at this tinme.

The remarks of the Secretfery of iorto Rico
with refererce fec the frauds in the deparimenis were
grectly sxaggerated In some of the REWSpAPErS here,
That he asctually seid, while possibly injudiciouns,



wag not of grect tmportanoe ond was infended eimply
to jurther the pagsage of the lav standardizing
gupplies and regulating purohcses fo be made for the
government. I am hopeful that $ha law will be pugs-
08 and that the inofdents will be olosed without any
gsarious difficultiag.

Thig i3 the last day qf the seassion ¢f the
lagislolure thils yesr. In fool pesterdapy was the logt
day, but they cre, os usucl, holding oper. Both
- houses heve worked with uncommen diligence, and I hope
before final adjournment will be abla to pluek ihe
Sruits of their ladors. The lacdars of both houses
have done well, but 7 wonld maention ezpaciully the
faol ond diligance of Mrv. Huyke and Er. Barcelé in
thafr oupecliy es lecdera of Ihe Unionisl Poriy.

I; I oome to Jasiinglon T will seae you of
course trmediciely upon crrivoel.

Vary sincersly yours,

Jovernor

fonorable luts Kufps livera,
ﬁﬁsx”ant Pommzssicgggyggr “orio Licve,

rs 2 ¥ 2 P
kfmz’ia 8rpest ?
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Fay 3, 1916.

¥y decer Mr, luficz:

At the request of the officers of the Porto
nieo Regiment I am writing you with referencs to a pe-
tition these officers are forwarding to you for iniro-
duction into Congress in case the new orgunie aet for
Porto Bico should feil of passcge ot this session.

I doubt not that the petition will explain
itself, and if not the reacsons for it will be fully
given by the officers in o leiter cccompanying $¢ which
they will doubtless write to you. These officers, as
you know, have labored and do new labor under serious
dravbacks and difjiculties as officers in the irmy of
ihe United States without being citizens of the country
which they serwve, and I should be very glad to see these
difftculties and disabilities entirely renoved.

However, you will understond, that if the new
organic cet is pussed comferring imerican eitizenship
collectively upon all Porto Ricons who do not reject it,
there will be no need of anything further.

Our information is thet this new organie act

will probably be passed by the House of Rape
presentativas

this afternocon; ond I have hopes thot the same influence
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and forces which put the bill through the House will be
aqually effective fn securing ils passage by the Senate
before adjournment of this session. Neveriheless; thess
hopes might possibly feil of reclization, cnd in ecse
the new orgenic aot gets into o position in the Senats
whare its pcssage ot this session would seem impossible
or doubtful, it might be well for you to introduce the
resolution prayed for by the officers of ihe Regiuent,.
go that Congress might have opportunity to de jusiice fo
them even though they should fail to poass the organic act.
Tha whola matier, of course, will be laft to your judgment
and diseretion. |

I sincerely hops we shall recefve good news from
now on concerning the'canditions and prospects of the Jones

bill,
7ith best wishes for you, I am

Sincerely yours,

Governor.

Hon, Luis Nufioz Rivera,
Zesident Commissionar,
House of Lepresentatives,
Taghington, D, C.





