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Iy dear Zr. Jones:

dince ?eturning to Porte Rico I have node
public the bills concerning “orte Zico which were in-
troduced in the Senate and the louse of DLepreosentatives.
‘hese bills, es you now, are praecticolly tdenticel ex-
cept as to the form of citizenship. On the wvhole they
hape been as well received as we could expect, though
of course there g nueh discussion me to certein de-
toils cnd ag to the vexed problem of citizenship., On
this last point people arc es nmuch divided here as the;
ere irn Joshington. Some prefer one forn and sone an-
other. d4ds I seid fo pour connittee at the close of ny
conference with thew, while I prefer the individuel
citizenship I am by no mecns sbsolutely fixzed in ny o-
pinion ond will cheerfully scecept the bill vith citizen-
ship in eny other form which Congress in its judgnent
ney deen proper to grant., It ig pery inportant, howo-
ever, thet the bill with eitizenship in either forn
and with its nein feclures intact, bo possed ot fiis
session of Congress. I hope, tharéfara, that you will -
gat your connities fo report {t out ss prompily as pos-
sible, neking anendnents asg to deteils whieh they think
should be mede, dut leaving it substentielly as it is
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on the muin lines, if possible. Then I thinl pou con
certainly elaein e doy in the Jouse, under pour rights

¢s chairnan of an inportent committes, and put it through
the louse. I am eonfident thet the Sencte Cormitdec will
do the same thing ag to their bill. Ihe elause as to

the forn of citizenship and other details night be quick-
1y setiled in confercace end the hi'l gotien throuh af
this session. If it roaches confereonce and if it is
thought eadvisable, I could coma to ‘eshingfon epoin and
appear before the Conforence Committec and oid as to the
Jinel forn; but we hepe our clections in Porto lico next
Hovember, and I think it of great inportance that thess
elections 3&@&1{3 be held = 2 the new bill, and thie is
possible only by getting the bill through ot this session
of Congress. I shouléd grectly appreciate pour haarty
cooperction in bringing sboul this resulf, and I foel
confident that the Iimerican goveranent in “orto lJico
could bo enornously {nproved and the outlook of the Is-
lerd es on linericon possession grectly boetiered by such
@ course on the part of Congress. )

I desire to theak you for the neny courtesies
and the kindly assistence shoom to me phile in ashing-
ton, end to repeat my cordiel inpitgiion to pou to nake
o pisit to Porto lice af cny tine at vhich you could
Jind i conveniont.
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JTth gincore pood wishes Jor the improvement
of your hoolth and every expression of regard, I an,

Yours sincerely,

Fovarnop.

Honoreble (illian ., Jones,
House of Zepresentotipes,

ashinaton, 7, C
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Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, P. 7.

Iy dear Governor:

I have your letter of the 13th instant, sand)I am send-
ing you under separate cover a cony of the PortosIican hill as
wnanimously agreed upon in Committee. I hope &9 'report it to
the House on tomorrow, and shall use my beslh enfleavors to secure
its early consideration. Inasmuch as the w€port is unaninous,
there seems %0 me to be little need for smy Tengthy considera-
tion of the Hill in the House. T realifeMthe importance of its
enactment into law at this sessgion of Copfress, and you may re-
ly wpon =y doing everything in my power €9, this end. You will
observe that the Committee conclude@ythat Teople of Torto Rico
should be made citizens of the Unditeld Stotes collectively, and
I am glad to know that vou have ¥@/serious objections fto this

provision. T believe it will/Pecult in pubtting =n end to all
agitation in favor of independence. You will also ohserve that
the Committee made some cuf® Mn salaries. I may sey that per-

sonally I was ovposed to_€his, bubt the sentiment in favor of
these reductions was wegvy)cstrong.

T thank yo for the renewal of your invitation to
vigit Forto Rieo, grd I hope thet the Committee may be able To
arrange o do souhefore Congress adjourns.

Very osincerely voure,
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¥y decr Mr. Jones:

Your very kind lelter of Varch 2&éh has been re-
ceived ond recd with mued interest onl epprociciion.

I think thet pou and pour Comniiice hove digpley-
¢@ both intercst ond Lnowledpe in the consideruiien of the
biil, and on behelf of the people of ‘erio Rico I desire to
thenk yow for pour promptness ond wverk.

T“he Sencte Conmiitee seen to be unable fo gei to-
gether for the considerciion of the bill vhkich is bejore
them, ond my judiment {2 now thet we shcll weit untii the
Touse posses its Dill end sends ¥l ovar o the Sencte and
then ncke o specicl effort to secure considerciion by the
Sencte Comnmittee of the House hill. JSenutor Shefroth vrites
ne that he thinks thot ithis would be the best wey fo pet the
ttention of the senctors druwn to the subject. I sincerely
hope we noy be sble fo get the Sencie to uet ot this session
ené our chances to do this will be incroased by heving the
fouse pass iig bill ct ¢he ecrlicst pessible monent.

Thanking pou cgein for pour sfforts in bohkelf of

the Isiand, I an, . N S
Sinceraely pour friesnc,

Gdonoreble . 4. Jones

Touse of Representatives,
Jashington, 0. C.
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ipril 27, 1914,

Ny deer Mr. Jones:

I an sure Congress hag been so busy Jately'
with the Nexican war and other great subjects thet you
hove ell hed little time to think of poor little Porto
Zicoy but I on also in hope thot pou will siick to your
progran and put the Porto Zicen bill through as it hae
Jinally been acd.pted by the Comnities, ol ithe first op-

portunity. .
Please do not pernit pourself io be worried or

disnayed by the oppogition to the hill that has erisen

in “orto Rico as betwsen the two parties. I assure you
thot this s all pure politics. The elsctions will toke
place in Jovenber and aach party is érying to enbarress
tha other and gain some edvantege. If the bill is pess-
¢é by Congress in the form in whick your Comnitfee has
left tt, or any forn closely resenbling it, I will guc-
rantee that all parties will cocept it as a finel seitle-
nent of the whole controversy for the next 15 or 30 years.
If you can get the bdill throuph the louse I an going to
noke ¢ very strenuous effort ic get ihe Sencte Cermiitee
to tako up your bill and consider it of this session. If
nothing at all iz done by Congress of this session It will
nake the situctélon hore for more dijficult thern it is af
prezent. So I hope you oill put the bill through the
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Fouse $f you possibly cen.

Our papers here have of course republished
Specker Clark's rencrks ot itlantic City with reference
to the “orto licens. JSuch speeches from men In high po-
gition do us ¢ grect decl of harn outl here in the insuler
possessicﬁé, I can not understand vhy they nake them; but
I suppose there i3 no help for it.

Plaase write me vhat the prospects are now and
what i3 the stoius of the bill on the colender, and. in
generel, vhat ere your piews and plens in comngetion vith

it.
7ith bost wisghes for pou, I on,

Stnecerely your jriend,

Jopernor.

don. V. 4. Jonosg,
House of sepresenictives,
soghingion, D, C.
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June 10, 1014,

Ky decr Wr. Joenes:

I have been hoping fer some weeks to hesr that
you had celled up in the Jouse ths Jones bill for Forto
Lico and hed gotien it passed. I trust thel you still
have the motfer in wind end thst you will do this af the
sarlisst ogpartunifg.; Senctor Shafroth hag written ne
that ke is confident that when your bill hee puassed the
Jouse he cun get his committee to take i1 up and report
it out to the Senafe. If he should do this I feel hopeful
that the Senate would pass if ol this scssion,

I heve explained to you how important end con-
venfent it would be Jor our Geverameni here in Porde Lico
to hewve it passed at this scssion so dhat iis provisions
could be put into sffact at the next regular slection whicl
takss place in Jovenbor. Ihis would enable us fo start off
the new governnent without intorforing wiih the rejuler
schadule of sleotions which occur every ofher ysar. If the
bi1l shonld not he passed until next session we would then
hapo to hape an asxire election and huvs some Eifficulty in
fitting into i the torms of all the othar slective offi-
ciels in nunieipelities, ale.

I feal confident that Congress will pass ¢ bill
for Porto Rico either of this sessfon or the next session.
In fact the Presidont assured nme thot he was oxceedingly
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anzious to have this done; but §t would bo so nuch wore
conventent to have it of this session retfher than the nexi
thet I hope you mill make an affort to put it through the
House in time fto gibe;ﬁr, Shefroth’s conmitice o chance fo
econsider it befere oijournnent,

is to all the oiher coniroversies und differences
of opinfon thai Lave arisen with regard to ihe delails of
the bill, I em perfectly sure that it would be wise for
Congress not to bother ftself chout those muilers but pass
g bill accordine to their owm juloment end we will toke
care of those controvercies right hers in lorto 2ico.

I sinceraly trust thai your heolih has goficn
better. Pleecce remember that our inpiieciion lo you (o cone
to “orto lico s still oper end will remain open until you
sce pour wey to acocept it. If vou could pass this bill
anc then come to Forio Zico next winter I assure you in ad-
pance the most cordicl roception nossible. In any event,
we should always be delighted fo see you. |

7ith best wishas, I az,

Stancerely your friend,

Goveraor.
Jon. i, 4, Jones,
House of Ropresentailives,
Vashington, D. C.
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September 25, 1914.

Iy dear ¥r. Jomas:

I an informed that it now seems likely that Con-
gress will remain in session for someiime, parhays-uu;
ti1 December, and this leads me to hope ihat you will

 be able to put the Porto Zico bill through the House

bafore adjournnent. In fact it seens teo me that the
bi11 ts in such o position before the Jouse that you
night be able to get unanimous consent fo bring it up
ot any time. I wish vory nuch that you aoalﬂ;find it
possible to so. I see that the “hilippine bill is al-
so bofore the House and I hope that you rensnber your
pronise to ne that you would not pernit the Philippine
bill to take precedsnce of the “orto lico bill, jor
while I anm sure it is very inportant to do something
with reference to the Philippines, I assure you thei
gt ie not more imporiant then for Congress %o declore
iis peliey towerd Porto Rico. DBoth bills night very
well be passed by the present Congress, but it seems
to me that tf would be ecsier fo securg prompt eciion
in regord to the Porto Rico bill than the Philippine
b1l for it has been before Congress longer and hes
the unonimous endorsenment of the Commitiee and seoms
to contain less matier for controversy. I sincersly
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hope you will keep it in mind end push ¥t through the
House gt the earliest practicel moment. If that could
be done in the next few weeks I an planning to come to
Tashington egotn and see what oan be dons for the mecs-
ure in the Senste where I have alrecdy received nany
assurances of support. |

I hope your health is baiter and that you will
steadily gein strength until you have bacoms entfrely
well.

7{th best wishes ond every sssuraence of respect,
I am,

Sincerely pours,
Gopvarnor.

Jouse of Representatives,
Fashington, J. C.
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WASHINGTON.  gctober 12,1914,

Gov. Arthur Yager,
San Juan, P. R.
Ny dear Governor:

I trust you will pardon the delay in my reply to your
letter, but I have been so overwhelmed with work for the\past two
weeks thst I heve been obliged to neglect evenfAmore duportant
part of my correspondence.

It is a source of much regret to me _tHat I have not

been able to get the Porto Rican bill before thejfouse. I
recall very distinctly what I said to you on\the subject, and
I have done all in my power to redeem my promnise. I have felt

that the Porto Rican bill could be guickly ¢i¥sposed of, but the

leadership of the House took a different( wiew of the matter, and

there was nothing left for me to do b@hto avail myself of the

opportunity given to take up the Phillppine bill. That measure

hes alrgﬁﬁy Peen under consideratidi”dn the House for much of the
ave

time fo eks past, and it may tgke' the whole of this week to
dispose of it. It is the purpodse to adjourn as soon as possi-
ble, but I am not without some\llepe that we msy pass the Porto
Rican bill through the House(before adjournment comes. I shall
endeavor to do so under asgudpension of the rules, but, of course,
I do not feel very sangdine‘in respect to the metter. I do

not believe, however, th@t it can be gotten through the Senate at
this session even if we, succeed in getting it through the louse.

We ocught to be o Mert0-pass it in both bodies, however, early in

December next, whfic¢hvis not far distent now.

, I regret to say that the strain which I have been under
for the past two weeks has not tended to improve my health.

Wwith best wishes for yourself, I am,
Very truly yours,

Al CLictesy

4
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| January 4, 1915,
¥y dear Nr. Jonmes:
I regret that I was unable to ses
you aguin, after my telk with the ittorney Gen-
eral, before it was necessary jor me to leave
Fashington. I wanted to tell you that I was
pery pleasantly impressed with the personality

i

of ¥r. Gernett. In my interviev with the /it-

torney General, or rather with Yr. Grahan of the
A A ittorney ‘eneral’s Office, I found thal they
/{ were following as For os they could a Jixed pol-
f iey of aprointments in ‘orte Lico. nemely, te
111 the vacancies in the officas of the Federel
/ Court with neterial alrecdy on ¢he fsland wherev-
i er it was possihle to de so, but in case they hac
to send o man down from the United States for
Vistriet iftorney, they seemaed to be preciically
// committad to o gentleman from Ceorgiac whe is ver.
- strongly urged by “erotor Hoke Smiih ond others
to whom they feel under obligations. It seemed
/ necessery for me therefore under the circumstan-
| ces, inasnuch os there was at leasit one good man
| spailable jor the position here in Porte Jico,
( to give that men my endorsement in order to Jore-
stall the appointment of a man whon I did not

kncw at all. I anm sure you will understand that
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as a genergl rule we prefer the men who hove
resided for some time in Porte Zieco for all ap-
poiniments, especially when it is a case of
sending down men whom we have never seen and
concerning whose [fitness and gqualifiealtions we
have no knowledre whatever.

I reached home safe after e pleasant
voyage two or three days agoe, and of course find
much fo do of various sorts. The Island is per-
JFectly cuiet and peaceful and looking forward
hopefully to the passage of the new organic act
sometime'én the near future. I have told them
that I feel confident that you can, with the aid
of the President, secure a special rule fo pul
the bill through the lJouse ot this session prob-
ably this month, and then, that Senater Shafroth
and the Sencte Committee will put it through
their Committee and place &f upon the calendar
of the Senate. I doubt if it can gel any Juriher
than that at this session, but If it get as jer
as that it will be pery encouraging to the people
and also of great practical benefit ioward secur-
ing its early possage in the next longress. ihile
it will have to be reintroduced in the next Con-
gress, the faet that it had gone through the
Adouse and the Committee of the Jenate of the pre-

vious Congress, would make it comparatively easy
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to expedite its progress through the next Con-
gress ot least until it shall have resched the
calendar of the Senate.

I found ell my family reasoncbly well
gnd I desire to thaenk you for your many ccis of
courtesy and kindness to me while I wus in Jash-

ington.
Of course you know thal we are still

looking for you to meke us a visit of on early
date, perhaps this spring after the odjournnent
of Congress.

Fith sincere good wishes, I am
Cordially your friend,

Tonorable 7illiam A. Jones,
fouse of Jepresentatives,
Jashington, D. C.
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Hovember 30, 1915.

fy dear lr. Jones:

As you have psrhcops clrecdy learned from
General ile Intyre, we are planning teo iniroeduce our
Porte Zican bill ageir inte this Congress al the be-
ginning of the session and see if we can not secure
its passage this year. Uenerecl Fe Intyre and I have
prepared the bill for introduction, making only o
Jew changes in it as compared with the one which your
cormittee unenimously apprdyad in the last Congress.
7e huve several reasons jor believing that we ought
to succeed in passing it this year without great dif-
Jioulty, First, the President has assured me in ¢
persecnel conference and elso by letter, that he “sees
no reason why we should not pass it this winter,” and
that he will "tuke ¢ deep intersst in it and do every-
thing he possibly can to promote its passage.” In
the second place, thers seem to be serious difjerences
aend difficultics chead of the Philippine bill which
will probably delay consideraiion of that measure; and
while you are pondering that cuestion and formulating
pour plans with reference to if, if seens to ne it
would be a wise policy for thse conmittees in boih
houses to fake up and push the Porto Zico bill about

=L
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which there is little controversy and differsnce of
opin%en; and both committees might finish entirely
their work on the Porto Rico bill and report it
favorably to both houses before they would be in a
position seriously to take up the Philippine natter.
Moreover, the condition of public opinion here in
Porto Rico is more united in favor of ithe details
of the Porto Rican legislation end mere eager and
anxztous for its passage than ever before. I think,
from this point of view {he preseal is a great op-
portunity for Congress to seiile at ons stroke the
Perto Rican situction and bring oll elemenis into
practically complete harmeny with our imerican gov-
ernment in the i{sland. I think it important that
we should not let this vpportunity pess unimpreved.
I em planning to come to Tashingion al-
most immediately after the Christmas holidays and
take up with you ond Senator Shafroth, the chairman
of the senate commitise, the disoussion befors the
commitiees of the details of the bill which we have
prepared. Inasmuch as these iwo commitiees are
familiar will all the main features and have dis-
cussed them over and over again, I think that we
have no need of any public hearings whalever; and I
hove the hope that we may got the bill through both
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comnittees and on the calendar before the end of
January. Do you think that the membership of these
committees will be greatly changed Jrom last year?
I trust that you will be willing to introduce the
Porto Lican measure into the house at the earliest
opportunity after the meeting of Congress, and when
I get to Washington that I can help secure a mest-
ing of the committee of the house for its coensider-
ation. I would appreciate very much a letier from
you giving me your views on the whole situction. I
would especially appreciate your aid in ths matter
of getting the Porto Rico bill in Sfront of the
Philippine tangle so it will not be in danger of
being blocked entirely by a discussion of @ contro-
verted quesiion that might last all winter.

doping that you have had o pleasant pa-
cation and that your health has been nmuch improved,
I am

Fery sincerely your friend,

Governor.

donoreble 7., 4. Jones,
House of Representatives,
washington, D, C.
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Pebruary 8, 1916.

¥y dear ¥r. Jones; ,

Since returning to Porto Rico I have noticed
that in House bill 9538, Sec. 19, the words "and char-
{¢ies” have been left in the bill and placed under the

commfssioner of health. Xy understanding was that these

pords would be cut out, and the charities laft for as-
gionment by the Governor to any department or depariments
as night be found propar ofter careful study. I think it
muoh better to leave these words out of the bill. 4s e
ngtter of fact the work of charilies ought to be divided.
The oharity schools and reform schoois might be put un-
der the depertment of education; the insanc asylum and
other institutions under the deparinent of health, and
the penal institutions, or soms of them at least, under
the department of justice. ind it is not o good {dea
for the organic aot to require that they should all be
agsigned by law to the depariment of health.

I an informed that ¥r. Rivera has boasted in
his local paper that he sscured this change in the com-
nittee and that the result o it will be that all the
charity schools, etc. will be placed under the commission-
er of health who will bs o Porto Rican, rather then under

the commigsfoner of education who will be an American.
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If this wag ris tdea it certainly ought to be thwarted
and 1 will suggest that if convenient to do so you might
have these words stricken from the bill by consent of
the oommittee on the floor of the House when i{ comes up
Jor constderction. However, {t {8 not {mportanti
enough to interfare with the pasgsage of the bill and I
legve ¢ {o pou.

-/// I understand thet the bankers of Porto Kico
or rather the clearing house of banks, have iaken some
exceptions to my remarks in the hearing with reference
to the rates of interest, etd., before ithe commitiss.
I find that in those remarks inadvertsntly I made one
migtake, namely that we have no usury laws in Porie Rico.
We do have a law againgt usury, but inasmuch as the
naximum rate of intserest is made 12 per cent, {t does
not of course afford much protection for the necessitous
borrower, and besides that ¥t is evaded constantly altho
perhaps not by the banks. In every other respect the re-
marks made by me before the committse on the subject of
rates of interest and bonking are substaniially correct
and I can prove them all., e hove in Parto Rico in all
12 banks that make reports to fthe government. Of these
only sbx have a capital stook of more than $100,000, Of
these six, one is practically a branch of one of the
others, reducing the number down prectically to 5 banks,

-
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0f these five at least four of them are practicelly
Joreign banks, the stoock owned by people outside of the
island and of course the dividends and profits baing sent
away.

I stncere.y hope that you are meking progress
with the bill in the House and that the commissions from
Porto Rico -Judge Sweet, Xr, Dexter and the rest, will
not be permitted to confuse and delay the matter in the
minds of congessmen., I shall be swfully glad to hear
from you and hope you will have opportunity to write ne
occasionally whenever any progress may be made.

Hoping that your health will improve and wisgh-

fng you every success and prosperity, I an
Sincerely your friend,

Governor,

Bonorable William 4. Jones,
Bouse of Represantatives,
Hashington, D. C.
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Iy Gear ilr, Jones:

March 15, 1916,

I have received a letter from General
e Intyre relating the result of a conference with you
as to the probability that a prohibition amendment may

. be placed on the Forto Ricen bill, and also enclosing &
copy of the statements made by lir. Crafts before the
committees in hearings on this subject.

In order that Congress may not legislate on
this subjeet without an scourate knowledge of the facts
involved, I am writing you & brief statement of the ex-
act conditions and facts bearing upon Frohibition in
Porto Rico as I understanc them, Some of them were
grossly misstated in the hearings, not, however, upon
any definite authority but rather as estimates or guess-
es made by some persons whose names were not.given.

Pirst, as to the need of Prohibition in Porto
Rico. Porto Ricans in genersl have never yet felt the
need of prohibitory laws upon the subject of intoxicants.
This is due mainly to the fact that there is very little
drunkenness ;n the island, The people here have their
faults and failings of course as people everywhere but
drunkenness is not one of them. The habits of the people

are quite @ifferent from those of North Americs in this
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respect, They sre not and never have been addicted o
strong drinks as have our people o the continent, The
more educated people drink almost exclusively light wines,
and the laborers and poorer people drink & cheap rum
manufactured here on the island. All classes consume

far less liguor of any sort than our people in the States
or those of most countries. If you will examine the
Wworld's Almansc for 1916, on page 267, you will f£ind the
figures given below which are published in this most
widely quoted book of relisble statistlds printed in the
United States. The figures for Porto Rico are based up-
on the same standard of proof gallon used in the United

tates and the volume of slcohol reduced to its equivalent

in liters:-
Per cavits consumption in liters
ilconho Line walt Lijquors
United States 5) 52 1.96 .5
FYorto Rieo & +HG 1.22

A glance st these figures Wiil,show that the per-capits
consumption of intoxicants of all sorts is far less in
Porto Rice than in the United States right now, notwith-
standing the fact that there are no prohibitory laws of
any sort in any part of Porio Rico. This simply proves
that the haebits of the people are entirely different.
This also completely disposes of the wild assertion $hat

the Americans since their coming to the island have de-
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moralized the people and made them drunkards., The
American saloon is prasctically unknown in Porto Rico.
There are only seven bar-rooms or saloons as we Ameri-
cans understand them in the whole island and even these
are guite different from the imerican pattern, for they
have only one entrance, their whole interior is entire-
ly visible from the street and they are not used as
loafing places by the idle and vicious as 1is the case so
frequently with us. lMoreover these few bars are declin-
ing in number and business in the last few years.

It can 8lso be shown from the best poséible
sources that the wild guess thet the drink Dbill of the
Porto Ricans is 14,000,000 is a gross exaggeration. 4
study of the internal revenue receipts will clearly prove
that the drink bill of the whole island cannot be more
than 52,000,000 to $3,000,000, if that much, I do not
know what could be meant by the statement that “the
liguor businmess in FPorto Rico gtands for two hundred
millions of dollars a yesr." There is no possible way
in which this statement can be made to bear any relation
whatever to the facts. The assesseld value of sll the
property used in connection with the liquor business is
41,800,000, and its entire output together with all that
is imported is probably sold for not more than 32,500,000,

In the second place the effect of prohibition
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upon the revenues of the Insular Government at this
particular crisis should be studied carefully and gilven
such  earnest consideration as Congress may think its
importance demands., In order %o aild in this study I am
enclosing on separate sheet a complete and detailed
analysis of all the items of income derived by the In-
sular Goverument from intoxicating liquors'for the year
1914-15., They amounted o about 1,400,000 and consti-
tuted 37 per cent of the enbire receipts of the island
government for that year. The finaneces of the Govern-
ment are already in a severe crisis, The'eustoms du-
ties have declined owing to the changes in the tariff
and to the Buropean war %o $270,000 for the current year.
This is just one-fourth of what they were in 1913. Other
sources of revenue have also failed sharply and as a con-
sequence we have been compelled to reduce our budgetv by
more then two million dollars under the level it had
reached in 1913. As a result all the sefvices have suf-
fered severely, especiaily education, sanitation and
highways. Particularly as to education is the outlook
appalling., With all our efforts up to date we have been
able to enroll in the public schools of the island only
about 40 per cent of the children of school age. Nearly
one half of these are enrolled for one half of the day

only under the double enrollment plan. IThousands of
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children have to be turned away from the public schoolsg
for lack of fseilities for seating and teaching them,
Pacilities can not be provided without larger revenués.
Surely Congress cannot contemplate this digtressing con-
dition without the most serious concern and sympathy for
a brave little island struggling to throw off the dark
cloud of illiteracy which has engulfed it for centuries,
It will be remembered that it was in view of
these conditions that Congress in the Forsker Act gener-
ously provided s peculiar fiseal gystem for Porto Rico,
giving the Insular Government the benefit of the customs
duties and the internal revenus taxes, As explained
above, three-Ffourths of the customs duties have disap-
peared in the last dwo or three years, and if now Con-
gress should take away at one stroke more than one half
Tthe internal revenue taxes, there would be little left
of our revenue system, It seems abgolutely impossible
at present to crdate a new revenue system to replace it
without imposing taxes too heavy to be borne. Possibly
it can be done after some years of development, after
we shall have had time to eatcl{f'ﬁith the age in the
work of education, sgnitation, ete. Congress must not
forget that the Americans came to Porto Rico only at the
begimning of the 20th Century and that they found here

conditions as to education, industry, sanitation, ete, ,
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that corresponded practically with the 18%th Century.
lMany things had to be done to bring the island abreast
of the age in which we live. We have not yet had time
to do them,

- But the effect upon the revenue system of The
island, serious as it is, is not the most important ef-
feet that is likely to follow this amendment if adopbed
at this time. The most important by far is the political
effeet. It is difficult to imsgine anything that would
come as a greater shock to the people of Forto Rico at
this moment than a prohibition amendment. There has been
practically no discussion of this subject in the island,
The people are utterly unprepared for i, The evils of
intemperance have not been brought home to them by dis-
cussion and agitetion and they would not understand it
at gll. They would therefore almost certainly resent
it as an sel of tyrany imposing upon them by an outside
power ideas snd  standards of society and morality on this
question which are different from their own. A4nd for
this to be placed as & rider upon an organic act intended
to make concessions to them that would increase their
gatisfaction under the American flsg would simply height-
en their resentment. It is easy to foresee that those
political leaders who favor independence for the island,

could and probsbly would make dangerous use of this feel-
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ing of resentment to arouse anti-imerican sentiment, and
completely nmullify the good political effects that would
otherwise be produced by the passage o¢f the Act.

Congress should also consider in this'connec—
tion snother posaibility, namely: The prohibltion amend-
ment as drawn places upon the local legislature an import-
ant and yet a well-nigh impossible task, that of provid-
ing revenues to replace those swept away by the amendment.
what if the legislature, swayed by the feeling of resent-
ment above referred to, and under the leadership of anti-
Americsn politicians, should fail or refuse to authorize
the additicnsl taxes that would be necessary? Might not
the American administration nere find itself in a most
erbarrsssing snd humiliating position and be unable to
carry out the government at all? and this situation,if
it should arise, would be exploited to the full extent
by those who are unfriendly to the American people not
only in Porto Rico, but throughout all Iatin-imerica,

Tery sincerely,

Foveraor,

Honorable W, A. Jones, Chairman,
Committee on Insular Affairs,
House of Representatives,
Washington, L. C.

’
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Hon. Arthur Yager,

Governor of Porto Rico,

San Juan, P. R,

My dear Covernor:

I have just received, through the hands of General
¥elntyre, your letter of the 15th instant.

I have read with much care and interest what you say
in regard to the prohibition amendment which is proposed to
the Porto Rican bill, and I fully agree with you that to adopt
this amendnent would‘seriously embarrase the Porto Rican Governe
ment, I have, however, been overwhelmed of late with peti- )
tions from the Island asking for prohibition, and only today I q
received a letter from Mr. Francis H, Dgxger urging me to sup- |
port such an amendment, He says that rum is largely respon-:
gible for the labor troubles which you are now having in Portoa;
Rico. When this amendment is offered in the House, I will i
undertake to state your position in regard to it. I personal=-
ly think that the matter ought to be left to the Porto Rican
Legislature; but I fear that nothing can be said which will pre=
vent the House from adopting the amendment. You know a pro-

hibition amendment was offered to the Philippine bill in the

Senate, and very few of the Senators had the moral courage to
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vote against it,

COMMITTEE ON INSULAR AFFAIRS,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

WASHINGTON. dm22=l6,

Conditions in the Philippines are very

similar to those in Porto Rico,and if the Philippine bill is

passed with this amendment it will geriously embarrass the

government of those Islands. It looks, however, as if there

is no way by which this amendment can be eliminated.

I have not as yet been able to get the Porto Rican

bill up in the House, but I shall lose neo opportunity to do so,

Sincerely yours,
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Foy 17, 1816.

Py dear lr. Jones;
This letter will be handsed to you by

ny fSriend Sefior Bamén Sicee Pocheco, tha
isslstent Secretary of "erie lico.

rr. Siaec has baen enployad in the
Insular Covernmgnt since the beginning of
the imerican oceupation and i{s one of the
nost loyel and best informed of the Porio
Lican citizens of the Uniteld Statse.

is this is his Jirst pisit to lcsh-
ington ond to the United Steles, he will
greatly epprecicte cny ald that you or Ur.
Smith ecn give hin in ncking the pisit

pleasant gnd profitable.
Sincerely your friend,

Governor.

Honorable 7illien 4. Jones,
Jouse of Representatinres,
vashkington, L. C.
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June 10, 1916.

¥y dear ¥r. Jones:

T have heen ulnost incapacitated From siekness
duriﬁg the pist threa or four weeks and have therefors
been compelled to omit gll but the most necassary and ur-
gent duties.

I an writing you to thank pou hoth for myself
anc the people of “ortn Rico for your greaf personszl ser-
pics to the islend in securinpg the pussage of the Jones
Bill through the louse without any onendment ercept suech
as I think will really improve i¢. I have recd the whole

poertion of the Congressional Lecord conngoted with this

" metter, ond I wish to congratulate you most heartily upon

the skill and taot with which you piloted the messure
throughout its constéerction by the Jouse. I think a
large pert of its success was dus to your strong and dip-
loratic leudarship. I want also to express my appreciation
of your very kind referernce fonyself in the Ciscussion of
the omerdment ag to the rights of leborers here in Porte
Bieco. I agsure ycu that I cpprecicte more then I oon ex-
press this reneved svidence of your kindiness to me, whiech
hoe never foiled to chow itself throughout our cequalntance
and werking togather upon public questions.

it this moment the twe Chicago Conventions geen
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to be in the innermost correr of the blind alley”to whioh
the Prasident referred some monthe age. The lctest cables
whicl. we hove received here point to the nomination of IUr.
Hughes ond I'r. Loosevelt both by the two Conventions. Ky
prediotion is that if this should take place Er. Hughes
will net accepi the nomianction, end thea the blind alley
will close up tighter then ever,

I hope that your hewlth has inproved and that
you are not woriing doc hard for that improvement fo con-
tinne until you nay be pernenently restored .

"ith ever increzsing personal regurd, I um

Sincarely your friend,

Governor.

Aonorehls Jilliwm A, Jones,
fouse of Representatives,

“ashington, L. C,





