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Januaery 20, 1918,

. Dsrsoncl ani confidential
For the sye of lr. Fregory alone.

Xy deer Ir. Gregory:

I have received your confideniial leiter
of the 9th instant and also thet of the 1lih in-
stant with refersnce to the matier of United States
Digtrict [tlorney for the Distriot of Porto ZLice.

I aem going to write with great fronkness
ond include some mufliers which mey not bear direct-
1y vpon the district attorneyship but are of grect
importance to the Uniited Stctes Distriet Court for
Porto Zico ce o whele.

In the first place I will speck of Ir.
Jogé P, Sevege. e {e ¢ gentlenman of cdmirable
charaoier and citfrective personclity, but he has
not sufficient legal obility end he iz not tempere-
mentelly fitted for the work of a prosecutor s¢ ¢s
to meke his oppoiniment fo thia position adpisable.
fe held this position once befors, and his record
in the ojfice was such as to meke the obove state-
nents perfectly clear. Horeover, his balitieal
affiliations, such as he hes, are wholly with the
Republican ‘arty in the States and conseguently
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his appointment af this time could not be Justified
' in cecordence with the principles and the practice
of this adminisirction.

' Seeond, ir. indres 3. Urosas, of Guayane,
is a Jorfo ZLicen, @ man of unusual  social capacity
and of most agrescable manners. He is o fair lowyer,
He has a host of friends in orie Rico and no snemies.
llis appoininent wouid be pvery populcr here wnd would
preduce con exeellent political effeci. Simply es a
political proposition his appointment would be very
helpful to me jor I could clein credit for it cs be-
iny in line with the poliey of giving rorio Ricans ¢
chunce; and pet I cannot edvise it for the reason
that I'r. Croscs ag ¢ lawyer hes not given any
proof of the laegul ability and the thoroughgoing
eapacity and ¢reining cs ¢ tricl lawysr thei the le-
gul representctive of the United Ztctes Goveranment
should heve in the important cases that are likely
to come up in the United “tutes Jistrict Couri,
doreover he hos not the independent, aggressive, un-
Sflinching character that ¢ public prosecutor oughi
to hapve here in Porto live, especicily ia the United
States Court.

Frankly this Court in “orto Rice has baen
through the years a grect and bitier disappoiniment,
It should be ¢ nedel court, repregeniing the beat
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ideals and stendards of imerican Justice. On the
contrary it hos never been any such thiag, but has
constantly drawn upon iiself cnd is now drawing
eriticisn which mokes it necessery for all the adpo-
caotes of American rule in orto 2ico qpaiagise Jor

it ond cefend i¢. DThis hes been due chiefly, if ncot
vholly, to 2he chceracier of the men eppoinied boih
as Judges and lDistrici ittorneys. .t least one of
the Judges lhas had $o0 be remowved by the Fresident

in order to apoid open scandal, and the sane thing
hes hoppened fo at leust one of the Uistriet iftor-
neys, end there has beean uni & now exesedingly un-
plecsant tolk cbout the present Judge. I do nof

wish 0 go into ithis meiter further of this noment
and cllude to it only to urge that in making future
appointmenis fo this Court the utmosi care be tcken
to seocure men of legal capacity of the highest ideals
end stoendards of Jjusiiee and of sufficieni force and
aggressiveness to impress upon the Court and {is sur-
roundings something of the dignity and unswerping
sense of rightcousness that should charcctarize o
Court of the Uniied Staotes everywhers end especially
in on Tsland like this. I %know if i8 hard io secure
the services of men of this sori under the condifions
as o selary, term, eic¢., under which they have to be

appointed, for qvailoble men cre not vsually of this



(9\0 %i w @

high type; but I an entirely convinced that ir.
Croges is not ¢ yoe& man jor the job. I think he
would most litely move clong the line of lescsi re-
ststones ond sinply eecept cenditions as he Jound
theme |

i Led oll this in mind when I suygesied
o you ''r. Sgold. I do not know the reasons to which
you refer in your letter of the Sih instant as to
meking it "probably not practicable to appoint him”;
but ny judgment is that of the mailerial that is o-
veilable here he would prove to be the Dest man. Iiis
appoininent would nof be so poyular as that of a Por-
to ZLican, but I do not ihink it wise fo appoint a
Porto iicen as Jistrict .iliorney of this Court. Ihis
ig an imericen Court,-the one Court in tha Islend for
which inericens ere cbhsolutely aend wholly responsibla.
It haz not, in my judgment,"made good“as yet, and I
do noé think £¢ would help it to noke good to intro-
duce into iis personnel the orto Zican element, por-

¢foularly the ‘orto iicans of tha type of lir. Crosas.
I am sure you will undsrstend how painful

it t9 fo me to write some of the things thaet I have
written in this letier. I wish pvery nueh that I
eounld have a full ond frank talk with you in vhich
we could cover the whole situetion withoutl embarrass-
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ing the diffieulty; but I an confident that whai
I hove written s of the uimost importance and I
hope that you will give it most carsful considerc-
tion.
7ith the Rhighest esteen, I an,
Stncerely pours,

Hovernor.

Yonorable 7. ' Gregery,
Attorney Cenerel of the United Stlates,

Jaghington, D. C.
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Jar. ary 30, 1918,

Xy dear Sir:

Tour latier of inguiry as to the ability,
character, efo., of I'r. ﬁénry-g; idelina, wos ?eeetved.
by the lost meil. In reply I would say that I know
Ir. loline well and that he i{s a very cepcble lawyer
and ¢ men of good charecier and grect omergy. Ie has
ueen pructising lew in Porto Rice for two or three
years with considereble success, and I regard him as
one of the most pronising of the young rorio Zicen
aitornays.

However, for reassons elready given, I on of
the opinion thet of present ii would be much more ju-
dicious to have an imevicen lewyer eppointed fo this
eourt than o Porto Zicen. OfF course I would desire,
i’ oossible, and imerican lawyer who is thoroughly sec-
quaintad with coaditions here in Porto Rice rather
then one who is an entire sirenger to the country.
lVeveriheless, I think that this imericen court should,
Jor ihe present, have the services of an imerican judge
and on imerican digiriet a#térney.

»

oure pary teuly,

A

Fooarnor,

dtiorney Geners

‘ the inited Jictes,
i‘ashington,

R

donorable 7. .. Gre f;}.
.
F 3
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_lersonal and confidenticl.

TR e S Tt ST R A

Februory 12, 1015.

%

Hy dear Lr. Crohan:

< wonder if it would be proper for ne
to osk vhat the reasons cre to which lr. Jregory
rejerred whick seom to meke it precticelly impos-
sible for ir. Hlobert Sszold te be oppointed United
‘tates lttorney for the Distriet of “orte Lieo.

It heg oocurred to ne thod possibly he
may hove referred to some resrescnictions nade to
hin cencerning the matier by persons here in lorfo
Zteo. Thera arz some persons here in the Island
representing certcin interests and corporaetions
who noturelly do not dasirs a strong and capeble
man in the district attorney's offica, and T know
that these interasts are opposing the appointment
of ir. Sgold, though I do not know whather they
hape made any represenfations et Tashington; but,
if they have, they should ba ignored.

The nore I heve thought about this mat-
ter the more I am convinced s to iha genercl
Iines of policy which should gontrol thosa whe
neke the aprointnment.

First, it should not be o Porto Zican.
It is en ‘mericen court and it hes had much trouble



ond diffteuliy in ithe pust in mainteining fis
cignity end ths respect of the people o) the
Tgland. It should "moke good” and it should do
this in Lhe hends of imerican Judges and uitorneys.
I em sure you will agrec with me thet en nmerican
eourt in “arte “ico oupht not fo he compeliled to
resort fo Porfo licun lowyers In order to savz it-
aelf Fron Fuat eriticism ce fo its choreeter and
dignity.

~gcond, as to the obilty and integrity
cnd other gualificciions of the man appoianted, we
shouid toke no cheoness. Too nany mistokes hove
already heen méda in the paest in making appeinit-
ments o thig cvourt,

Third, the ‘merican lawyer who is ap-
pointed to this position should, if possible, hcve
some acqucintance ol leest with the lenguage end
the people, ond the conditions under which the
court has to work; and in order t¢ secure these
quelificciions end of the seme fime eveid the ap-
pearance of the "carpet-bag” rule, it would be
betier to find an imerican resident on the Islond
if possible.

Haping in piew all these considerctions
I huve recommended Fr. Szold, and if there are any
reagens which ought fo be considered as against



his appointnent I would be glad to %

course tf they wre purely poliiicci thare ia not

nueh o be said except thaet, in generel, in gobern-
ing ¢ country Ilike Forte Jico, o8 litile regard s
poseibla should be hed fo nerely politivel congii-
grotione. |

4 wish Lo repect thal ny only desire, in
whatevaer I nay Reve fo sep in regard fo {his

is to b@-h-’:.zi';;j’;:? in

puel Lap
securing dhe best possible ne-
tion in view of the whele problen of proper maori-
can goveranent in Forio Llieo.

o - & F ¥ - kB
i would gpprecicte o [ran® le

you and will ropard the whole correspondencs as

strictly confidential.
‘3¢ hest wishes, I om

af-d o 0 5 o, .
incaraly yours,

Foveraor.

4 J. h \ o - 73 N
Lonorable sanuel J. drahan,

asststant Attorney eneral,

ioghington, .. C. P~





