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Xy dear ¥r. Greif:

I was not able to write you on my trip, and
when I relurned to my office this evening I found your
Ietder and enclosures of the 12¢h instant on my desk.

I an in hopes end I believe that all of the
informat ion you get will corroborale the opinion of Ur.
Neagle that the question of citizenship for Porte lieans
has nothing to do with the matter 0f our revenves. [Mhat
has been *he idea upon which I hape procceded all along
in eonsidering fhe cuestion of eilizenship.

Yow as 2o matfeps in conee, I want fo write you
confidentially and frankly concerning the situstion there
anc ask for your help and suggesfions. In the Jirst
Place, there are fhrece vocancics in the Couneil 0" Ponce
that should be filled promptly by aopointnent of the
Jovernors lists of names from which to make these ap=
pointments have been subnitted by the central commitiee
of the purty in contrel of the city; but under the law
the Governor is empowered fo go outside of this list in
case he deems it advisable, end I do deen it adpisable
in this case, because the Unionist sarty in Jonce secens
¢o be ol odds with Don Sindén, the Meyor, who is alse o

»
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Unionisé, and I fear that the appoiniment of any of these
men will embitler and continue the differences between
the layor and the Council, whiech seems to me unwise and
unforiunate. T should like, therefore, to appoint as
councilmen men who would try to hermenize the differences
ond work together with lon Sinén as far as possible for
the good of the ciiy; and there are several matfers of
importance now confronting the ¢ity of Ponce #hat c good
Couneil could handle with benefit to itke town.

The matior is furiher complicated by the pecul-
ter arrangement for appoiniing the Doek Commission. Un-
der the low, as I undersiand 24, $he Covernor musi ap-
point five men on thai Commizsion in the following manner:
2 must be iaken from the Councily 2 from iandesendent cif-
tzens oulside, and 1, the fifth men, must de aspoinied
Jrom a list of nine to be subniiied fo the Covernor Dy
the Council. s you sce that in one way or another the
Council can conirol the lock Commission by having possibly
threc of the commnissioners. JNow I have been thinking éhat
8/ I eould find three good independent, competent business-
men who would aceept posilions on the Council, it would
grestly improve the meterial of whick I could name the fwo
Zock Comnissioners who are to be taken from the Council,
Jor I night select both these commissioners from the three
who would be appointed on the Council, and then with three
good additionel members of the Council, that bedy might be
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greatly strengthened for other purpeses. I have not ex-
anined the 188! of nomes submitfed by the party comnititee
to fill the vacaney, but 7 am inelined against all of
them on the ground abope stated. Ii is ¢ complicated si~
tuation, and T went to do the best pessible thing Jor the
eity.

Think it over and write me pour opinion, and if
voy jhe} like doing so, suggest o number of good busincse-
men in Ponce whom you know and who you think wouls be will-
ing $o accept the duty of serving their eity aithor os
councilmen or doek commissionsrs-or both.

I have just gottem Baek fron ny trip and had din-
ner. I am tired, of covwse. dut I had a greel fime and
Saw @ great deal of tMe Island, and met Jace to face and
talked with ¢ largé nunmber qf.fine men, mosily Porto Pi~
cans, of course, who are the o/ einls and leaders o] their
rospective munieipalities. I anm greatly impressed both
with the Island and {ts people. We all had o ropal time
at Gudnlea and I an certainly coming hack.

Sineerely your friend,

Covernor.

ir. 4. J. Gre !:f,
Cuanica Centrale,

Tnsenada, Porto Ficeo.
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NEW YORK OFFICE.
63 WILLIAM STREET.

4 ki GUANICA CENTRALE

PONCE, P. R.

ENSENADA, P. R.

December 12, 1913,

My dear Govexrnor;

On the line that I talked to you a few days ago, I
am handing you copy of letter from our Nr. Neagle of San Juan, in con-
nection with the form of government now in operation in the District of
Columbia.

Anything else that you would like to know in connection with
this ask Mr., Neagle or write me and I will get the information. In the
meantime, we are expecting to hear from persons in the United States to
whom we have written in regard to the countries that are handled by an

autonomy government and also Canagéa and other matters that I spoke to you

about.
As soon as we have replies, we will let you have them.
Yours very(p:téy. -
] ol
LIG/JB = 2¢c

Hon., Arthur Yager,
Government House,

San Juan, Porto Rico.
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Saanuan. P. R., December 4th, 1913,
Pile No. 1-42
A. J. Greif, Esgq.,
Guanica Centrale,
Ensensda, P. R.
Dear HMr. Greif.-

I acknowledge receipt cf your letter of November 30th, 1913, The
firgst part cf your letter really does nct call for the services of & law-
yer, but for a teacher cf government. In years gcne by, I was able to
bluff the faculty of Harvard University to the extent that they let me
teach government, and some of the knowledge which I then had tc have,
stays with me, ecnsequently, I can £ive your a real diasertaticn on the
gcvernment cf the District of Columbia.

The history cof the Government of the Distriet cf Cclumbia ig%et forth
scmewhat at large in the opinicn of the Supreme Court in Metropolitan
Railrcad Company ve the Distriet cf Columbia, 132 U.S. 1, but with that
you are nct partisularly interested,

Pricr tc 1871, the Government cf the Distriet cf Celumbhia was striecté
ly municipal in charaeter, and the united States tcck no part in the lc-
cal government, any mcre than a State Government interferes in the adminis-
tration cf its cities. In 1871, however, a legislature was established
in the Distriet with all the apparatusﬁg'distinot gcvernment, A governor
and a legislature were created, together with a bcard of publie works,

This system lasted until 1874, when a new law was passed veating the pcwers
then exercised by the gcvernor and beard of public works in a commissicn

cf three perscns, appointed by the president, with the consent ¢f the Senate,
This Act ccntinued in force until the Act of June 1l1th, 1878, when a new law
was passed, under which the present ferm of gcvernment exista,

This Aet provides that the Distriet ¢f Cclumbia shall congstitute a

minieipal corporation.
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mi e D B it . The President, with vhe ecnsent cf the Senate,
appcints twc private perscns to serve as cocmmissioners, for three years,
and designates an army cfficer ¢f the Bngineering Ccrps, abcve the rank
¢f Ccaptain, as the third member ¢f the Comnissicn, The C¢itizen members
must be three years resident cf Washington, The ecmmigsicn elects a pre-
8ident yearly. The Acy provides that the commissiocn shail apply all taxes
ccliected gnd cther revenues tc the vayment ¢f current expenses. All es-
timates of propcsed expenditures must be submitted to the Secretary c¢f the
Treasury, and after approval by him, Congress appropriates fifty per cent
cf the total budget from the general funds of the united States, and the
csher fifty per cent of the budget is levied on the taxable property and
priviieges within the distriet.

All taxem are paid intc the Treasury of the United States, and are then
paid out upcn proper requisitions by the Commissicners,

The District of Cclumbia ccnstitutes a colleetion distriet for the ocl-
leetion cf Customs and Internal Revenues. All monies ccllected frcm Cus-
toms or Internal Revenue are immmdiately paid into the Treasury of the Uni-
ted states, The above, T think, will ccver what ycu desire. If mot, T
ghculd be glad to give you an%igiggggation that I have cr can chtain., There
is no prcvisicn that Customs' revenue and Internal revenue shall be apeci-
fieally used fcr the Distriet cf Columbia, and such a provisicn would be
unnecessary, Icr the reascn that Ccngress itself pays cne half cof all !the
expenses out of its general revenue which is cbtained frcm Custcms and. Inw
ternal revenue.

With regard tc your secon® question, If citizenship were given by the
United States tc Portc Ricc, that would not abrcgate, sutomatically cr
otherwise, the present arrangement by whioh Custem's collections and Inter-

nal Revenue eclleeticns cn the Island remain here.

Under the Organic Act, Ocngress has provided that all duties and taxes
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oc%fgaée’%iﬁ Portc Ricc shall be tramsferred tc the lccal Treasury of
Porto iicg. tc be expended as required by law, for the benefit c¢f portec
Rico,zinétaad of being paid in tc the Treasury of the United States.
Portomhioo-being a rvterritcry, Ccngress may meke any provisicn with re-
gard tc revenues of the Federal Govermment ecllected here, that it wishes,
and the granting of citizemship would have nc effeect, sc lcng as Porte
Riec remains a territcry.

Very truly yours,

FEN/LOS _
(Sgn) FRAMCIS E. FEAGIE.

BR-4c



Becember 26, 1015.

Ny dear Jr. Greij:
I hape et last ofter o great deal of trouble

£

nd diffieulty jfinally gotten the matier of the Ponce
Pier Comnlssion steeled. I had #o moke o new slate
Deccuse of e declinciion of r. irmcérong and of the
Jaet that ir. Salozer was not eligible to the Council
because it seems ke wes nof o fezpayer in his own nome,
end so at lesl had do persuade lr. F. Hanuel Toro fo
go on the dock comnission in place of his faiher, bo-
cause his father's name was not in 2he list of 9 sug-
gested by the Council, and I could not go outside of
that 1lést for the 5th nen.

Ip. fore, Jr., kindly consented to this errengo-
nent end so it fg setiled,ct least jor the present.

The Pier Comnission will consist of Hessrs. Fi-
dal Filaret ancd igustin Arce. [from the Council; Ir. Sa-
lazcr and llr. Domenceh, [rom the city at large, and ir.
F. Henuel Toro from the list of 9 given by the Council.
ind that is o good Boerd.

There is ¢ gentleman in Porto Nico by the nane
of Usgood Harity, from Yule University, who visits Porto
RBico o investigate thc economic conditions of the Island.



e i3 a scholarly, copeblec youngman and wishes o write
the results of his investigations for the Departmeont of
Commerce of Yale University. INe will be in Hayaguez on
Nonday ot the Hotel Palmyra. I told hinm he must iéry o
get down to Dudnies Nomday cftornoon, because his in-
pestigation of our Isleond would be incomplete withouf o
stey at the unique esiablishment whick you hape buili
up down there. I think he is going #o try to get fo
Gudnica; bui if you could cell him up ot Jfapagues and
send o convseronce fo meel him of Youco, it would be o
great accommodaiion o hin.

I have Ju.l signeéd e conditional perdon jor
¢ men nemed José @rcham, lergely becouse of o letter
fhet you wrote to Covernor Colftor In his intorest on
Septenber 12, 1918+ I nmade the pardon condifional be-
ceuse he hod not yet serped long enough for an uncon-
éitional pardomn under fthe lew, ond alse becouse I think
that in g case like #his ¢ pardon which is conditioned
absolutely upon continued good behevior is cll that any
nan who hes connitted ¢ crime ought fo esk for. The
conditions are set forth in the pordom, and I feel sure,
Jrom whet you heve wriftien of this men, he will prove
hinself worthy of this clenmency.

Irs. Yager and I arrived scje o home lasgt
Jonday night eftcr a mosi enjoyable pisit to Ponce ond
Gudnica.
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I hepe I will sce you agein in Ponce cf the
opning of the piler Jenucry Ird.
TiEh best wishes Sor you end your jemily, I

ey
=

Sincercly your fricnd,

-

AP .':L— J' g?‘eif.
Fudnica Centrale,

"maenada, Porio Liece.

12
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PIRSONAL.

Decenber 31, 1915.

Ty dear ¥r. Grei):
Yours of* the 289th instant hos Just been recgiuved
and carefully considered.

I have accepied ¥r. Toro's resignation to take

L e

gjject vhen his successor hus boen appointed and has

b g

quelified, so I feel that I have no occasion to hurry the
natier and will take ampls time to give i very coreful
eonsideration. I preallze iis gread tnporionce.

I note carefully all you heve said with reference
to ir. Domenech, and also with reference $o the other

gentlenan whose name has been suggested for this position.
I hope that I shall be sble fo sce you in Ponee

next Saturdey when I can 2alk it over with you as well as
some other maticrs.

Thenking you for your inferect in thic and other
netters, I anm,

Sincerely your friend,

.'Jrr* 'S 4 J-r @Pe 2-
Fudnice Centrale
"nsenada, Porio Tico.
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PERSONAL, Ensenada, Porto Rico.,

December 29th, 1913,

My dear Governor Yager:=-

I understand that Don Carlos Toro, one of
the appointees of Governor Colton to the Irrigation Commission, has
resigned, and that you will find it necessary in a few days to supply
the position with another man.

We have just heard that Don Ramon Dapana, an Attorney of
Ponce, has been recommended to you by a number of people.

Qur main reason for writing you now is to ask you not to
appoint Dapana to the position. When Governor Colton made his appoint-
ments to that Commission it was his idea, and without doubt a good one,
to have every man on it, as far as possible, speak both languages,
English and Spanish, which has proven to be a good thing, not only
for people holding water concessions and who expect to take water,
but also for the Government, as it has placed a number of Government
officials who speak only English in a position to talk directly to
the Commission without having to use an interpreter.

In addition to Dapana not speaking English, he is very
lazy. A lazy man is a bad thing for the Commission, as it should be
a very live body.

Carlos Toro's anpointment by Governor Colton was our recom-
mendation. I am sorry that Toro is leaving the Commission. He was
raised in the district, understands both languages perfectly, and is

by profession a farmer; he also understands irrigation, and if it is

possible to get him to stay on the Board, it would be a good thing.
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If it is not possible to get him to remain, I hope that you will
find another man who does speak both languages. The only man I know
who, in our opinion, would make a satisfactory man in place of Toro
is Manuel Domenéch, the same party that you have appointed as a mem-
ber of the Dock Board at Ponce. Domenech is an engineer, native of
the country, speaks English as well as he does Spanish, and without
doubt would make a good member of the Commission. I don't know that
he would accept it, but I believe if you offer it to him he will,

If you do not decide to appoint Domenech, and you do not find
another man who speaks both languages, and it is not absolutely neces-
sary that the appointmeht be made at once, I would be very glad if
you will give us a little time to try to find another Proper man to
recommend to you.

Thanking you for whatever you may do in the matter, I am,

Yours very t»uly#
i‘\“\/’ F ¢
i b4 \
1‘.‘ i ; O

{

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Government House,

San Juan, Porto Rico,

AJG/JB - Z2¢



Ensenada, Porto Rico,

December 29th, 1913,

My dear Governor Yager:=-
I have received your personal letter of
December 26th, and thank you very much for it,
If it is possible for me to do so, I will be at
Ponce on the day that the new dock is opened, which I understand
ig January 3rd.
Yours verw*%{u T
WAW
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Hon. Arthur Yager,
Government Housge,

San Juan, . R.

AJG/IB - Z2c .
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Ensenads, Portoe Rico,
January 3rd, 1914,

My dear Sosthenes:~

Your telegram of the 2nd, and my reply today, in
regard to the meeting of the Insular Chamber of Commerce in fan Juan
at ¥ P.M. Tuesday, January 6th, your invitation to be present:
0 For your personal information, and in saying this I roquest
that it be regarded as such, I would be very glad to atiend this meeting
and do anything in my power to help the Island of Porto Rico as o whole,
and aépacially the sugar people, more especially those that are, snd will
be absolutely ruined with the new tariff law, unless the Good Lord comes
to their relief in some Way that nobody knows anything abéut at this time.

I feel, however, that & meeting of the kind that is to be
held on next Tuesday is of very 1little, if of any value in a matter of
this kind, fqr two reasons. PFirst, there are alwayé a great many people,
and San Juaniia full of them, who want to be heard and seen and who talk
on every and all occasions and about everything on sarth, and who abso-
lutely do not know anything about what they are talking about. Meetings
are usually filled up with just such people, and just such talk, and the
people mho are bound to sit and listen to them become tired and disgusted
and go away in a much worse frame of mind than before.

Second, I am sure that there will not be any gtatistics fur-
nished to the gentlemun that is visiting us that he can use or that he
will feel he can use, unless a special effort is made by some reliable
person to furnish these statistics. The Committees that have been sent

to Washington have been full of them, and I believe I am safe in saying,

LBond I believes you know it as well as I do on account of your visit to

— 3 Iy el —— —r

e —my
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Washington, that the Preésident of the United Btates does not believe one
word that was said to him by the people from the different sugar parts
of the country. If he did not at that time, and unless this man has bemn
gent here by him, or by the SBecretary of VWar, I do not believe it will
ga any good to do any talking to him. If, however, he comes here by
their instructions and is authorized to bring back statistics that they
can and will look at and read and congider faiily, such statistics will
never be given toc him publicly at a reception such as you propese to
hold next Tuesday; +that is my opinion. If Mr. Bhafroth is here by in-
structions of the President or the Secretary of War, the thing for him
to do, in oy opinion, is to get in a car with some responsible person
and go to the different Centrals on the Island, vhers the books are beipg
kept and he oould see them and get the facts and then he can go back hane
and talk sensibly and logically.

As I said in the beginning, if I can do any good, all right,
I will go. I am no speech maker, and I won't make a speech because I
don't carry statistics in my head and 1 always question scriously the

: advisab@lity of doing B0 because 17 the other man is posted he is sure

to have other statistics that are better than yours and it is mighty
hard to answer him. I have found this to be a fact,- In the short time
that I wag in conference with the Seoretary of War. He asked me some
very pointed, conclusive questions. I answered them the best I could,
and he then immediately went into foreign statistics gompared with United
States, and I was lost because I had not tried to post myself on such
matters.

If you want me to come over under these circumastances, and with

these ideas before you, write me so I may get the léteer on Honday morning



and I will go.

Sosthenes Behn, Isq.,
San Juan,

Porto Rico.

Yours very truly,

B T R e e
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June 50, 1914,
. : .
Er. j!. U‘T. Gre if’ i
Ensenade, Ports Rico.

¥y dear Zp, '*}'mz‘j‘:
fre Tolfy hes arranged for o conference of re-
poriers aad suger men in ny office for Thursday from 2
b0 £ pems af whieh you are expected to be prasent.
de T an enxi ugs to #clk with you awbout two or
three other nattors of imsoriance bofore gou go away,
and as I an sure you are going to be very busy while in
Sen Juen, I suggest that rou come fo the palace af one
o"elock an toke lunch with me so we can have an 0PpPOTe
tunily to tall and economize jour time.
I had hoped B0 see you some iime: ago when
pou wers in Sen Juen duf, as you renanber, we did nod
nake gonnection.
£ would apprecicte it if pou could let me lnow
someting Thursde) morning whether 7 can expect pou; but
if this s not eonvenient I hope you will come right g-
heed o8 soon as pou ere of leisure ?ﬁarsﬁag, and & y&é
we een iolk some before lunch.
"ith best wishes, I an,

Stncerely your friend,

Governor.
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June 12, 1914,
gz&ﬁ%ﬁ, gggg Zeo.
iy deer Ir, Greif:

I an now plenning to be in Ponce next
Sunday on business of the Tovernnent,and os I an
pory anxicus to have o conversaiion with you before
yor lcape the Islend,on periowsr metters of impor-
tanoe, ond thet &t is possible I may not secure
egein so good an opportunity teo do se, I would iike
to run down to Guénice and spend Sunday night with
yor if you wounld kindly cllow me to do so. Urs.
Tager and perheps one of the boys mey be with ne.

rs. Yagor would also be glad of another opportunity
to see /rs. Grelf and your fantly.

I an writing to be sure that I will catch
pou ot home. If you do not haeve tine fo enswer this
letter I ney eall you up from Jéjonme Sundoy morning.

Fith best wishes, I eon,

Very sincerely your friend,

Covernor.
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larek 50, 1014.

fy deer Fr. Creif:

I was eper in Fonce yesiordoy and tcok lunch with
ire lazpell, together wvith lrs. Yager and e cousin fron
Kentueky who ie visiting her. I hed some t&augki of g0~
ing on do Cucnice end spending the nioht wiih you but
Jound it nececsary fo get back te Sen Juen carly this
morring.  Ars. Yeper is better though she is 24111 not
strong end did not feel able to go eny furiher on pester

day. _ . . o
£ an very enziocus fo sse pox and I want to go to Jan-
to Jomingo witlh you sometime Suring fhe nonih of dpril.

I cen herdly get oway, thoush, Jor ¢ week or two: but ¥p,
Carrel told me thet your cane bocts would probubly not

be running gfter ipril 208k, mnd I prefer te go on one of
then because of the convenience of it. fow long will
your cene boads continus fo run, end what #ime would suit
you best! I hewve also heord thet ir. Tick is now in the
Unitec States on lacve of absence and of course I wanted
to sce hin when I went to0 Sanio “oningo, so you sce I am
up in the oir cleut t.e timg., Sut < an rery anxious to
go over there and have a look af tha ¢ couniry end tc go
with you beccuse you can holp nme sreatly in getéiiag o
part of the informetion that I an anzmious te¢ seoure. I
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@ inciined $o think that the latter pert of next week,

sey about Thursdey, will be as good tine perhups as any,
and if that suits pou oand v will let ne Enow I will try

io arrange it for that Zete.

Jineerely pour friend,

#

Ip, i da Greif,

Ensencde, P. A,
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Joauary 22, 1314.

Hy dear Ur. Grelf:

I had o bricy conversction the other doy with
Ir. Vedder ond sent by him cn enrnest nessage to you
which I e¢n sure he delivered, and I hop: he made you un-
dersiond Just whet ny plen of procedure is with reference
to the werk of $his Icgislative session. T an very nuch
interested in this subfect and an drfping ohead hope fully
along the Iines pointed out £o Ur. Vedder. I believe we
ean put the thing oper In that wey and aeconplish great
and permsnent geod, if I ean secure pour cooparation in
the way thet I asked ¥r. Vedder to explain #o you.

fince I sow Mr. Tedder I hape worked out fento-
tively one modification fo the plan suggested de hin, ond
that is to lengthen the fime for inpestigating by having
the logislature take ¢ recess,in the middle of their ses-
sion. of 3 or 4 weeks and then come back and finish their
work. I hape the lew will pernit them to fake o pecoss of
this sort, and talke the fime of the recess out of the 60
days which they are permitted fo sit. This would be a
great adrontoge, for it would noé only give more time Jor
investigating but would clso give me o chance fo go to
Jashington during the recess and sce what I can do there.

I wish I could see you ecnd talk o¢ll these things
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over with you. If you are in Sen Juon enytine within
the next few days, I will see pou any hour that pou will
nene. If pou come im, Jjust drop in ond take dinner with
nes we could tall of night. I want pou to loan us Jr.
Fedder for 2 or & nondhs if you can possibly spare Rin.
e ean arrenge the detuils Iater.

I, F o E . £ o T .
doping ¢o0 hear fron you soon, T an,

wQ
5

> o s By * .
Sitmeeraly your rien

fr. 1. J. Greif,

e

"naenade, Porto Tico,



doy Bth, 1912,
Ire fa JJ, Greif,
snsenade, Jerto lieo.
Yy doar ir. reif:

I an enelosing herovith fronslotion of e letise
Jrom e, Juan U, Fetor in reference te the Tuentca Lake,

I en also sending te Fr. Vatos o sopy of the re-
pori nede fo me by Iy, iheeler whieh containg absolulely
eontradictory stcienents as fc the Jacts.

Of course I shell toke no cetiion vheiever in this
netier until convinced beyond guestion as fo whet the feets
actually are, ond then only such sction as would be Justified
by the nost pressing public considoration. “he Islend has

Ro monoy to weste upon supsrinents of doubtful wtility usad

interset. a h
I regret vory mueh thot 7 300 noi gat to see you

when pou were laost in Sen Juen, boecuse T had sone tnportent
netters that I desired to talk oper with pou, As goon cs I
learned that pon had boen in fhe offiee I tried to find you
in town but pou hed evidently gotten nwoy. foxt tinme pou
are here give ne e chenee to seos vou, °
It scems throt ru chanee for ¢ visit te¢ Sen Loningo
or the present nocked in the heed: a. revolution prevents
it now, end the went of o Secretery to act as To: ernor will
prevent it leter. CS$511,1 on going if I ecn get v chence.
itk kind regerds to your Janily in wvhieh Frs.

Wy

g J

B
g Teger joins, I am, Gincerely pour friend, gk
—
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ipril 7, 1912.

Iy

iy dsar kr. Greif:

I hove just received both of your letters of
the £th instanit, and e they ere both nore or loss of o
pergoncl nature I will answer then both ot once.

first I desire to express my eppreciction of
your inpitetion to rs. Yeger to coms over with her cousin
aend nake you o visit end consult with br. Forse. This is
exceedingly kind. Irs. Yeger fs now better, aond though
she is not yet perfoctly well I hope she will improve
steaidily ond get well in o fep deys. If she shoulé not
do so I an going to eveil myself of pour kind inpiteiion
end heve her consult Dr., lorse, ss you suggest.

s regards the trip to Sento Zomingo, I will
consult with I'r. Carrel vhen he pets beck cnd defernmine
the bost time Jfor me to go with reforence to his ovn
novenents, for I shall heve to go before he pives up the
office of Secrctary, beccuse after thet I will have no-
body to act as Covernor in my nbeance, On the othor
hend I leorn thaet Uy, Viek is not now in Sento Joeningo.
I an very onxiocus to visit the Islend when he is there.
I on also nuch disappointed by your stotement that you
ean not go with me, for while I would be delighted to
have v, lezwell’s compony, I on purticulerly eazious fo
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go with pow. I could telk over with pou o grect lot

of motters thet I wvont your judgrnent cbout, and it would
be @ real plecsure to have your compeny upon o trip of
that sort. If I cunnot nmenage to get off before the cane
boets stop running, vhich g possible, I night erronge to
g0 in the "Algoncuin® direct from Son Juen, and it might
be that pyou can po with ne scy sometine in ilay if you
would only think so. You could put Ir. Jazwell in your
place ot Guonica ond go ojf on o little vocation. Come
to see me next time you ere in fon Juon and let's iolk
about it. '

Zow as to the Guanice legoon, You ore nistcken
in your understending that I have received ony compleinits
about pour compeny heving had enything to do with the over-
Jiow of the woters. INoone whatever hos suggested such ¢
thing to ne. Corpleinis have been nmade by many persons
that the outlet of ihe loke has in some woy become choked
up, perheps by the deposits of sedinent, ond thet the
Icke hes consecuently overfloved o large part of the sur-
rounding l‘gnéa aend was doing danege fo the neighboring
landowmere. The Interior Dgportuent has nede an investi-
gation of the legoon and have found $het the water iz
ruch higher thon usucl end heve suggesisd that for o cost
of acbout $300 the outlet could de enlerged cnd the water
roduced to ils forner level, and I en considering the
natter of having ihis done perhops through cooperction of



the interested londowners in poynent of the cost, But I
had no idee of interfering in ony wey with the fronchise
granted to the Cueniec Land Company, but simply trying

to keep the lake within the bounds which it has occupied
keretofore. If you Hade any suggestion {o nmake or sal
knowledge of the reel facts I should be glad to hear fron
HoR.

Tow one other matter. JYou know the Iitile toun
of Tuenice was segregceted fron Youco by the last logis
leture, It will be recassery Jor ne this wveek fo eppoint
en clcelde end some nunicipel couneillmen under the pro-
rvisions of the now act end cortain ncnes kove been rocom-
nonded to me ss the proper ones to consider in naking these
eppoininents. ir. Victor Sgleverry has been recommended
Jor alcelde. If rou hove ony suggestions to moke on this
point also I should be wery led to hear then before nmak-
ing the eppoininents.

Jdth best wishes for you and pour fenily, I on,

Sincarely yours,

.'?:f. @ 4':: - rj - lxg 7"9 ff >

Lasenade, Portoe ilico.



&y dear ¥r, Oreif:
3 Soth of pour lettors of the 3th instaont hawe
Just been received.
as to the Tyanice laguna, I an greatly sur-

prised fo learn thef he infornetion given ne by nen
20 segnad o bz eaiiraly responsthle vas cuite nislesd-
in The siegs token by me as to this otier Joere u “ed
*nyarelv on this in nvﬁﬁé*jw and. 0ars intendad sauaw{
rostore the nornal aand;vﬁcns and na in any way n
tcrﬁerc with the Jr;mr wioz granied fo taz-rzm;zeﬁ R

aaag nor to .ehange the nornal eonaz%ions qg tre uac~
"T‘a &in ﬁiw . 7 /’3 . -1 236.,@ M}JG’ :'..-,s v:l»?‘-\-l 1; » '0?3‘.}‘“
at sone cnaveniant itnm, and nay not yat&er with zha
uﬂttﬂr 2t all unlass thare i3 urgentd nasd Lo prevaent
dapcge coused bJ abnornol conditions.

7Y

b

to the Sento i Lon an a tri& I 131l postpone
Jurtéher Gunqlﬂﬁ“” fon of it amua somaiine o uring “ey .
phen I will take it up apain wiih nou, I &Qpe by that
ting Up. Viek will habe rolurned f0 his o Jltee, aud z;’
your cane boots should not be runazna we can arrenge to
no uor»ﬁﬁgr on the ".lgomeuin”, ul ’J Jou should gon
to Jau Juonm ot any time. don’t fail to’ coll to see “c.

< hepe arrenped tc send oper a govornusnt cor fo

!

vuenice fo-night, as ner reoucsd ag Ay, Tedlgr, to arsng
gel: ¢he heods QJ departnonts vho Lont over to. “ento lop-
Iv?l?i‘#‘”;x‘: a{{us;:‘ \}GU*—‘C

Cika vegerds do poursely and Jonily, I am,

. .
SEDROoars lir 1niiso
o piolT ki .;,'Ul.n oy

< J - ‘?-#0 UG Gre%{
,uaulﬁc ‘Je;.; 7‘\;-1-3; -
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My dear Governox Yager:- *

With regard to the Guanica Laguna and investi-
gation that has been made by the Interior Department, that they have
found that the water is much higher than usual and have suggested tlat
for a cost of about $300 the outlet could be enlerged and the water re-
duced to its former level:

The Interior Department are mistaken. The outlet to the
Laguna is the same size and in the same condition now as it was when
I came here on June 30th, 1903, and the same condition as it was
when the franchise was granted to the Guanica Land Company. If you
will be kind enough to have a copy of that franchise furnished you,
you will find that the Guanice Land Company are permitted to build
dams, etc. tc hold the water to a level that will give them water foi
irrigation purposes at the rate of 20,000,000 gallons a day. This
has not been dene. The franchise provides that the water may be held
in the lake to its normal high flood level caused by spring and fall
rains, The water at this time is three feet lower than is the result
of high flood from epring and fall rains.

I can say to you positively that there is not now, nor has
there heen at any time within my knowledge one single foot or acre
of cane land under water that has not been under water every year

since I have been here; that there is not one foot of land planted in

cane now that is under water.
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This Company is cultivating several hundred acres of land,
and is only able to cultivate on account of the use of the waters of
the Guanica Lake. We are paying out to the laborers of the Island
of Porto Rico in that district from $25,000 to $30,000 a year. If
this Laguna is drained, the land under cultivation from the Laguna
water would have to go out of cultivation and the amount of money
that is now being paid to the people in that district would be lost
to them. This is a very serious matter to this Company and to the
people of Porto Rico. The laborers and laboring class should have,
ard I feel will have zll due investigation and consideration before
any attempt is made to do anything that we are not allowed under our
franchise.

May I say to you quite frankly that if this is attempted
to be done, we will resist it for our own account and for the people
who are receiving a livelihood from the result of the cultivation.

This matter has only been brought up by a few persons
who are, in our personal opinion, trying to force this Company to
lease their lands.

Three years ago the waters of the lake were entirely dry ---
the first time such a thing had happened in twentye-eight years. Natur-
ally there were lands free of water during that time that had not been
free of water for twenty-five or thirty years which could be used for
pasturage, and thia is exactly what these people are now trying to do
=== t0 force the drainage of the lake to get a few agres more of
pasturage, of which they have not had the use during the history of
the ocldest inhabitants of this country, or force us to lease their lands.

¥r  Wilson, ex Secretary of the Interiox, was here day
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before yesterday to discuss with t he President of this Company and
us matters in connection with the Govermment Irrigation scheme in
the Fortuna District. We took the opportunity to take him out to
the lake and show him the condition there today. We have not in any
way tried to prejudice him. He is in position, I think, to give you
the exact facts in connection with this matter. We trust that you

will be kind enough to call on him for them.

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Government House,
San Juan, Porto Rico.

AJG/JB - 2¢
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iy dear Governor:-
in regard to the Santo Pomingo trip: During May

i% is more thmn possible that I could make the teip with you. Pleasge

let me know a few days ahead of time and I will do my best to arrange

Ao
w

[N

It would be impossibdle for me to get off at this
time.

I thank you very much for your invitation and assure
vou that I will eall the first time I am in San Juan. I have not
oeen there since Decemier and do not expect to be able to g0 cver
there until after lMay 15th, unless called by some urgent matter.

With regards to yourself and family, I am,

Yours very truly,

Hon, Arthur Yager,
Government House,

San Juan, Porto Rico.
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My dear Governor:

I understand that some persons in the Lajas Valley district have
been writing you complaining that this Company have caused their lands
to be overflowed by the waters of the Guanica Lake, the result being
caused by action of this Company in damming or causing to be dammed
the outlet of it.

My object in writing you in regard to the matter is to say that
this is not, in any sense of the word, correct.

I would be very glad to have you send anyone of your confidence
to see the situation. We will be glad to go with him to the point
in order that the facts if other than those stated by us here may bve
given to him.

In connection with this matter we desire to call your attention
to a franchise granted to the Guanica Land Co., which was done in
open session of the Executive Council on the 19th day of March, 1901,
signed by William H. Hunt, President of the Executive Council, and
approved by Charles H. Allen, Governor of Porto Rico, granting that
company, its heirs and successors a certain right, which has not been
violated.

Yours very ﬁi:ix?

N e s f
4 %
% 1/1 A B \E} '»,..'/‘
A N, A : K
3 .’/ i

\/v.a;;f. j’i e M YV —

M

o,
Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
san Juan, P.R.

ATQ /820
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My dear Governor:-

I have your letter of recent daste and desire to
express to you my 8incere apprecietion of your sction in
the Suarez matter. It was an act of justice, and whether
you were influenced in any degree by my petition, I desire
to theank you just the seme.

With reference to the National Guerd; it seems
best to me to have our request for orgenization drawn up
end signed by those desirous of forming such en orgenization.

I will have these signsetures obteined &t once and
would like to discuss the metter with you when I am in San
Juen next week, Wednesday, the 27th inst.

Very sincerely yours,

™

N A A

1
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