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Puterstate Commerre Qommission
Washington RTE-HOF

CHAMBERS OF
JAMES S. HARLAN

COMMISSIONER

Yovember 18, 1913.

Hon, Manuel ¥. Domenech,

Ponce,

Porto Rico.
My dear Mr. Domenech:

I have just received your note of the 10th, with
the enclosure. It is my rule not %o sddress the Presi-
dent in behalf of my friends so long &s I em myself in
publie office, Nevertheless I have violated it in one

[4
or two ceses relating to metters in Porto Rico, and I
ghall tske the greatest pleasure in vioclating it in your
case. During the day I shall write to the President in
your behalf. In the meantime, &8 you must know, I wish
you succese ir your ambition to serve the island in that
way.
' Gomm;ési ner.
M, Mol rron T Ol ane Apamnll
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November the nineteenth
nineteen thirteen
Dear Ly, Fresident:

I have just learned trat Hanuel v, Domenech of
Ponee, Torte Rico, has been Jugeested for appointment as
Commissioner of the Interior in thet islang,

"hile Attorney General of the 1sland, shortly aftep
the Upanish war, I cane to know Lr. Tomenech duite well, ie
iz & native or forto Rico wut Vas cducated in thisg country as
& eivil eaginecer. i understand in fact that he became ap
fserican citizen eight or ten Y2irs before the island ceased
Loobbkeaalivani sy possesgion, 1 refer to these mwatters bea
cause they ex lain why in a peeculiar and spe¢inl sense he ig
familiar withn our customs and laws 874 has always been in
sympathy with the efforts of the insular authorities to e g~
tablish our Amerjican syvstenm of govermuent in the island. Dup.
ing wy two YOArs of service Lhere he was gne of our most loyal
and consistent Suvportera, He is & man of broad snd libersl
views, of good education, wide information and of 200d repa
8onal address ang correct hadbitg, I think I wut voice the
feeling of all my colleagues in Service in the inlangd at the
time in saying that he had our fu1i confidence sng respect,

In the intervening Jears since my service in the
island I nave not been uble closely Lo follow the course of

life of ur. Domenech, but ] do not hesitate ¢p think and be.
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lieve that if appointed to the office of Commissioner of the
Interior he will perform hie duties with entire eradit to
your adminiaztration and to himself.

Faithfully yours,

5 )
Y RE

To the President.
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November 18th, 1213.
SF/C

ﬂenf The Secretary of War,
Washington, D. C.
8ir- |

Ve are advised that Mr. Manuel V. Dclonaoh,‘a Civil En~
gineer, pacuau of Lehigh University and a Po;t?la an now re-
siding at Ponce, P. R., has made appncauon(.gqp appointment to
the Commissionership of the Interior of Porto-Rico.

It 1s the purpcse of this lettey ) to convey to you our
ardent hope as merchents trading %g{gply with that Islsnd, that
¥x. Dﬂlﬂﬂlﬁhu.ﬂl—h’whﬂnﬂllﬂ“l§TE§}hluﬂﬂllﬂllioﬂ to be soon mede
by the Presidemt. Nr. nowoﬁ, who ie a maturalized citizen of
the United Stetes and has odcupled legislative and executive po-
eitions in the govermmémt of Porto-Rico, s well qualified by
training, education @nd many years' experience in his profession

. o fill the post.papably. He is very well known to us and we can-

not extoll too 'highly his integrity of chaxactsi and his unwaver~

ing devotion to duty.

Of late, the President, by his appointments to the
Philippine Commiseion hes rekindled the hope im all liberty lov-
ing people, that this government will grant to Porto-Rico a great-
er measure of self-govermment; and we feel that the candidacy of
Mr, Domenech affords & great opportunity to show the pecple of the
Ieland the more liberal attitude of this government toward them.

Yours respectfully, )












THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
STOCK EXCHANGH BUILDING, BROAD AND WALNUT STREETS

SUPERINTENDENT PHILADELPHIA

M, G. BRUMBAUGH, PH,D., LI.D.

ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENTS
WiLLiaM C. Jacoss, PH, D.
JoHEN P. GARBER, PH.D.
GEORGE WHEELER, PH. D.
OL1vER P. CORNMAN, PR,D.

November 24, 1918.

Mr. Manuel V. DComenech,
Ponce, P, R,

My dear M¥r, Domeneéh:—

I have written the President.
0f course, I do not know his intentions concerning
Porto Rico, but I took occasion to tell him of your
intimate knowledge of the work when I wase in the Island
and of your ability to perform public service in a
capable way.

With all good wishes to you, I am,

Sincerely your friend,

o "/%Z%%7:2L¢¢u42aaj7 Z{l\
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2229 "A" §t., San Dicge, Calif.
Yov. 25th, 1913.
Re«Appeintment of Commissien of Interier for
Porte Eice.
The Hemorable the President of the U. 8. A.,
Washingten, D. C.
Sir:

Having just cempleted a residence in Perte liice eof eleven
years, during which I was Cashier of twe ©f the largest concerns
in the Island I feel competent te spsak-with full knowledge of the
regquirements necessary te a successful eccupancy of the above
mentioned pesitien,

I therefore take the 1liberty eof writing you a few lines of
endorsement of the arplisstion for same of Hanuel V. Demencch, B. E.
I have had many busin€ss deidlinge with him and found nim the most
American of any nabive of Porte Rice. His name is synenym-us with
probity, and his reputatien fer business acumen and capabllity
stunds A X beth with Amesicans and Porte Ricuns., Fe 1ls a gentle-
man and a schelar, and of all the Perte Ricans that I kave met with
he is in my estimatien by far the most suitable parson te fillk the
effice in question. He knows the Island theroughly and -et, whils
dearly leving his native country he cemes nearer to seeing things
through American eyes than any ether native., Xor selid integrity,
pepularity with all classes and thereugh capability, there iz ne
one like him in all Perte Rice. He 1s married te an accomplished

American lady and that is not the least ef his assets,
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As one of your ardent admirers I conclude by wishing yeu

success in all your undertakings and beg te remain,

Yours respectfully,

oh
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UNITED STATES COMMERCE COURT

WASHINGTON

Wovembeyr 19, 1913.

Mr. Manuel V. Domenech,
Ponce, Porto Rico.
My dear Domenech:

It will give me genuine pleasure to endorse
you for the position of Commissioner of Interior of the
Islend. I am sure that you are not only entirely qual-
ified, but that your appointment would be gratifying to
the people of the Island and result in advantage to the
public gervice. I am going over to the War przrtment
in the next day or so and will have a personal talk with
Secretary Garrison.

With very kind regards and wishing you success,

I am
Very sincerely yours,
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Wov. 30, 1915,
Tha Pragsident of tls Tnitsd Stota:
12 Frasiaent of tis TUnitsd States,
¥ashington,D.0,

Dear Ny, Frasidents-

itos e that he desires t¢ have his name
nt as Sommissioner of the Tntsrior for Porto
s 40 vou o hisw belind!

Fy, Fanuel V. Dows
eonsidarad he vou fbi 2
Bloo, und asks me f¢ wrl

3d #ith N, Domenech for sight yvosrs whils 7 waas i Porto Rico as

sai leler Sscrotary of tle Ysland. During most of that time Hr.
rach was & mewder of f*e lowar Touse or sngaged in work shizh brought us
into closs relations. Fe is & highly sduceled men and ons of 2roncunged
prtural abilities. %o for as T am aware thare has nevar basn thi®slizhtsst
guastion raﬂurding his thorough honssy integrity, an? privais characier gen—
eral?v. T think that T san say that T know of w0 Porto Rican » T think
would bs 11(*L" to give a bolter adninistrabtion of ihe ~E€i;e of Commissionar
of t%n irterior or more valuable servises a8 & merbor of 4o Exsentive Touncil

I tako grest plesgure in doiang so. 1 wng intisetely aoquainted apd

4
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Very resntagiinl
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Dec. 9, B,

To His R:aoll
Woollrew Eilaﬁm
Fresident af She United Stuben.

iy dear Mr. Fresidest:

I beg to coumend to your favorsble sttention the appli-
cabion of My, Mamel V. Domenech, & Civil fngineer, of lonce,
Forto Rico, for the rosition of Comnionionew of the Izterior)
of Yorto Rico. Iir. Donenech wrote me nnder dnte of ﬁnvwéhwr
18tk eneloeing & cory of nils & rlicotion dctes Fovember 5th
addresse. to you and roquesting me o write you o letter of
iadoreenent. \

fir. Domenech is a gragupbe of the School of Civil En-
gineering of this University, in the class of '88, and he
i o newber of the Amgrican Boeloty of Civinn Engineers.

While &ll that I hoew personally of Nr, Domenech was favorsbleg
a2 to his character and ability, I felt that I would prefer

to delay writing you in the matter until I could commmnicate
with someons intimately associated with him 88 s classnate

end who hod kept yersonsl trsce of his career. I lave done
this and an now writing you %o indorss hin pt rongly as & man
of excellent charaetor, good repubation ae an snginesr, mpd

a8 his &?Eli@&%i@% te you shows, of grest und varied exnerience

in public work in Porte Rioco. The faet that HBr, Dononech,



While @ nmative of Porte Rico, is an Ameriean citisen bf

naturalization and married an American woman from Richmond,
Virginis, goesks slgo in hie favor.

It seene €0 ne that he would be an admirabdle appointee
end T beg to file with Jou thip iadorsemeat of nis applie
eation.

Yery reaspectfully,
Your obedient servant,

Mo Bt

Frecident of Lehigh Uuiversity.
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LEHIGH UNIVERSITY

SOUTH BETHLEHEM. PA.
PRESIDENTS Room

December 9, 1913,

Mr. Manuel V. Domenech,
P. 0. Box 613,
Ponce, Porto Rico.
My dear Mr. Domenech:
I have teken the first opportumnity to write
Presid ent Wilson on your behgf. as.requested by
your letter of the 12th and enclose copy of my

communication to him.

Sincerelyyours,

/% ’({g‘ o

President.
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Neeenmbar 16th,

Re-Apvointment of Cormmission of Intericr

for Torto. Rico.

)
.

Tanoratle the Tresident of the 7.9.
maghington, D.0

L

Tavine lived in Porto Meo siz vears and h-1d the position of fenersl
‘ana~er of one of the lareecst surar estates on the TIsland, and havinn
Taows Y, Vanuel 7. Domenech, persanally, darine those yeare, I take the
1inarty of writ ine wou tress faw lives of sndorsemsnt of his a-vlication

for "Vinistar af Mmiarior.

I3

v, Domeneeh is a mAtive of Porto 7ico, & rradusie {as T reeall) of

e

Sornall niversity, is a first eclaes civil ansineer and a zood tusiness

man. OF all mv acnyaritance amons “orio Ticans, Ur. Domensch outelasses
them a1l in the Americen idea of adminisiration Tor the Toland and T
fully btelieve i€ vow-honor him with the ascpcintment he will exercise his

gt herity with rreat ereditilit? to himsel! and to your adminiaztration,

Very respectfully,

w-f.

XM Ac A
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BENJAMIN, F.IBHIVELY, IND. AL
"HOKE SMITH, §A.

ROBERT L$OWEN.S

\ J

,TENN., CHAIRMAN.

BERT B.CUMMINS, JOWA.

ELIHU ROOT, N.Y.

HEODORE E.BURTON, OHIO.

FRANCIS GINEWLANDS, NEV
ARVI& CAMPEN, CLERK.

Alnited Slates Denate,

COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY.

December 22nd, 1913.

Dear Lee:

I have your letter of Dec-mber 19th, and took
pleasure in writing the president & letter of endorsement

of your friend and class mate, lr. Manuel V. Domenech, of
Ponce, Porto Rico, for the position of Cormmissioner of the
Interior for Porto Rico.

with the season's best wishes, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

76 Lamndenh e
Hon. Lee Brock,

Nashville, Tenn.

R"C.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE

LEE BROCK
REFEREE IN BANKRUPTCY
807 STAHLMAN BUILDING
NASHVILLE, TENN.

December 19, 1913,

Menuel V. Domenech, Ksq.,

Ponce, P. R,

Dear Manuel;-

I herewith enclose letter I have this day
written to Senator Les. I shall also see him
next week during the Holidays in person, and
impress upon him my desire that he sid you
in securing the aﬁpointment you seek.

I doubt very much whether the anpointment will
be made earlier than a month from now, on account
of the fact that the President intends to tske
a vacation of three weeks, beginning just be-
fore Christmas.

I wish you a Merry Christmas, and sincerely
hope the New Year will bring the much desired
appointment,

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely yours,

(fﬁraﬁz:? )
cmd#;Pﬁ;ﬁ:;ff;??ﬁ;ﬁ4q¢zigﬁf’/hjrzf/t:
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THJM' Imke Lesn,
Senator,

~.WQK on, 7. * 4 N g
Ty .ﬁz’}r@a— 4 ’

ye A d aehao“‘ mate, (Mah V. Donm-
xw\: a Oivil “npineer 1 at

i who i9 an g eant for
onosa‘f the Interior of Porto

. Aieco. ¢ 3
! - - ’
¢ *‘ T an enclagsines ith a counle of let-
' " teragghich have B written on behalf of
My, th, . “He i3 a Native of the

Tsland of oxto. Rico, a man of Pine busi-
ness qualifications and integrity. I
ean commend hir in the warmest fterms, ner-

. sonall spaatise I know his stérlins worth,
The Govednment conld bring inte its service
no riore fal#hfnl or intelligent official
than Nr, priech. You would put me
urnder renomed ohligstions if you wemld
apo endorsements, give him Jour rec-

ommsndation for the appeintment.

The present Govtuor of New Jersey, the
Bon. Jas. ¥ 4 Fielder is also a life long
friend of ! Domenech's, and I am sure
wounld join in every word I have herein
nritten. in behalf of this apnlicant. I
have not acecess toethe files in Washington,
but feel absolutely confident you will find

letter of commendation from fovern
1'101 er urging the President to appoint Kr.
Domenech.

: Trusting you cen see your way glear to
" hels us ont in this matter, and that vou
will be home and have = hmn*r Christmas,

anm,

incerely yours,

o v e T

-

.
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MANUEL V. DOMENECH,
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MANUEL V. DOMENECH.
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Ad juntas, P.R. July 10, 1914

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico, g
San Juan, P.R.
Sir:

It has come to my knowledge that the name of Nr. Manuel V.
Domenech, of Ponce, has been suggested to you in connection with
your recommendatien te the President of the person, from this
Island, to be appointed as Commissioner of the Interior.

I wish to join in the movement in favor of the appeintment
of Mr. Domenech for said positien. He is a Portorican of a
most solid and up right character, a man of high ideals and
inmacalated honesty, a c¢ivil engineer of large experience and
recognized ability. He would be a most desirable candidate.
Although his political aspirations in regard to the future of
this Island are diametrically the contrary ¢f my own ideals,
as he stands for Americanization and Statehood, and I stand for
independence, yet, I take a great pleasure, and perform an act of
justice in endorsing ir. Domenech as a most excellent and desirable
candidate.

Hoping that he may be appointed, I am

Very respectfully yours,®

i

/ /MMMM%, leAna,
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LAW AND NOTARIAL OFFICE. BENJAMIN J. HORTON P. O./Box 293.,
64 Mendez Vigo St. - Terephone 56: “\)\‘

ABOGADO-NOTARIO. ~
e ¥ / ‘l

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW, f _f') ,

AND

NOTARY PUBLIC. M

Mayaguez, Pto-Rico, July 25 Lul¥

To the Honorable Arthur Yager
Governor of Porto Rico

San Juan P.R.

Dear Sir:

I am informed tnat Mr, MHanuel V., Domenech of Ponce is
an applivant for the position of Commisslioner of Interior, and
I take this occasion to strongly unge nis appointment to this
positions.

I have the gooed fortune to have been intimately ac-
guainted with Mr, Domenech since the year I9O0L.

Mr. Domenech as a mewber of the two first legislatures
arter civil government was established,was perhaps more large-
ly influencial than any other one man in-eéither branch of the
legislature in securing the adoption of our present system of
laws; wag always an advocate of whatever was truly American,
and feapless in his opposition to ill considered and reckless
legislation.

In the suumer of I904 Mr. Domenech was appointed to
rill an unexpired tery as Alcalde of Bonce,and the first act

T orfmis adkwist.ation, a large reduction in tne galary and ex-
pence budget of the municipality,which included a consider-
able reduction of nis own saiary as Alcalde. While tnis
proce jure did not tend to make him particularly opular
with eeraain elements, 1t enabled him to accomplisg uore
in the line of pubilc lmprovement within his short term
than has been accowplished in much longer periods berfore.
and since his administration.

Mr. Domenech,on account of nis ability and standing
in his profession,nis liberal education and training, and his
natural aptitude and fairness in public affairs, is partic-—
ularly well qualified to fili this position, and I believe
his appointment would give general satisfaction to those Auer-
icans and Porto Ricans on the island,who have no axe to grind
and desire g-n erficient and business-like admi istration of
the office.

Very regpectfuliiy yours,
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Fay 1, 1916.

Dear Sir:

I understand that a request made by the Guanica
Contrale for the privilege of enlarging their pier in
the harbor of Guanica has been referred to your comnittse.
I am also informed by the atiorney of tﬁt Guaniea corpora-
tion that it is the desire of the eorporation to begin
work promptly upon this improvemeént, and I an writing to
ask that pour comnitiee expedite the consideration and de-
eision of this matter as mueh as may be convenient.

I an informed that permission to construct o piler
150 feet in length has already been granted and that the
elorenant of the present pier which is now requested
would make the a.h’r 8ti1l much less than the moezinum length
and that tharqforc there would perhaps be few guestions of
importaned to be freshly considered in this comnection and
oonsequenily comperatively littls time would be neesded by
the comniitee to determine the merits of the matter.
Wevertheless, it is my desire that the committee take what-
ever time may be necessary to arrive af o proper decisgion.

Very respecifully,

Governor.
fon. Nanuel 7, Domenech,

Chairnen, Comnittee on ??anohisew
Executive Council.
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‘and Stone, and Representative Adam-{
|_son, the President conferred for more‘?
than an hour at the White House with : }

Senator Stone, chairman of the foreign
relations committes, for a few min-
utes.
purely a personal matter.
dent is known to be interested in the
Danish West Indies purchase and in
legislation to provide for a provisional
form of government for the islands.

iWilson Visits Capitol in Effort to

i
and ends,” the President told the news- :I.‘

was nothing about Turope or peace or|=

bill, and remarked: “I am interested in

C. passed billg to open up development on
navigable streams had a conference
committee has been trying to agree
since last July.

The President was said not to have
expressed a preference for either bill,
but urged adoption of some legislation
| and also the passage of the Walsh bill |
now before the Senate, which would

open up waterpower development on
public lands.

haﬁ;‘_fhat “ubject under consideration.

Avoid Extra Session.

SEEKS EARLY ACTION ON BILLS

Interested Particularly, He Says, in
the Dam Measure — Urges Hurry !
With General Program——Oon‘fers{
With Chairman Stone, of the ¥or-'
eign Relations Committee.

Speeding up of consideration of the ‘l
legislative program generally was !
urged by President Wilson yesterday 'l
during a brief visit to the Capitol i
While he devoted his conference with
senators and representatives chiefly to
discussing the general dam bill now in
conference, he mentioned other meas-
ures in which he ig interested, includ-
ing those introduced as a result of the
railroad strike threatened last year.

The President, it was learned last
night, is very desirous oi avoiding an
extra session of Congress. Therefore
he would like to see early action on the
railroad bills, a revenue bill, the Porto
Rico bill, the ' Webb bill to allow Amer- l
ican exporters to utilize foreign selling
agencies abroad, the appropriation bills,
and, if possible, on geveral other meas-
ures.

Confers on Dam Bills.

After his return from the Capitol,;
where he saw Senators Myers, Shields| ‘

Senator Walsh on the waterpower bills. [
“I just came up to gather a few odds

paper men as he lert the Capitol. “It

anything like that. . I am interested
in the general dam bill.”

1 -
President Urges Legislation. \ ‘

_He said he did not care to say wheth- | ||i
er he favored the House or Senate

seeing the conferees get together.”
The Senate and Xouse each have

Calls on Senator Stone.
Before leaving the President saw

Senator Stone said the visit was I5
The Presi-

The fo¢,eign relations committee now

‘l

—oLrE MY TR -
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PRESIDENT URGES
*SPEED ONPROGRAN

Goes to Capitol 0 Ask Action
on His Measures Before
March 4.

PRESSES RAILROAD BILLS

——

in an effort to clear the legislative
calendar of administration meastlxres
pefore the next House, with question-
able political status, comes into powe}",
President Wilson conferred at the Capi-
1ol today with the Senate steering com-
mittee.

For two hours he went over the pro-
gram he outlined in his - opening ad-
dress to Congress last Decemberz lay-
ing particular stress upon the railroad;
labor measures. He said that he still
desired enactment of the whole pro-
gram before March 4, if possiblg.

1n addition to revoenue legislation the

: R
President also urged action on a co
rupt practices bill, the Webb biil to

permit domestic corporations to main-

=4 tain collective foreign selling agencie@,g

i £ € leasing
water power and mineral }dnd ea
measures and the Porto Rican (:1t1zen-l
ship bill.

No Suggestion of Txtra Session.

Although there was no suggestion
of an extra session in case the Presi-|
dent’s program cannot be completed by
March 4, Senator Kern declared thaﬁ
the thought in the minds of all was’
that it would be much less difficult to’

enact the measures to which the demo-
.cratic party has been committed aF
this session than in the next Congress.

The President conferred with senators..

early two hours. AS he left he said
Ige hgd merely come to the Capitol tol
confer about the legislative program,;
and indicated that by that he meant
passage Of legislation recommended in

is annual address. S
hlliresident Wilson expressed indigna-
tion at reports published after his visit
fo~the Capitol yesterday that he would
veto one or both of the water-power
hills. Such false reports, he said, on}y
Sprved “to throw a monkey wrench in
the legislative machinery.”
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MEMORANDUM OF THE PORTO RICAN OCOMMISSION.
w{uleQm Qi)

To the Honorable

The Committes on Pasifio Islands and Porto Ricos

The wndersigned, sntonio R. Barcelo, member of the Execu-
tive Gounail of Porto Riso amd President of the Umionist Party,
Nanuel V. Domenech, Commissioner of the Interior ond nmember of
the Republican Party, Juan B. Ruyke, member of the House of Del-
egates and of the Unionish Party, and Joss Benet, menber of the
Bouse of Delegates and of the Republiocan Paprty, comstituting a
Commission appolinted ¢o appear before your Committes to urge
the passage of H. R. 95338 entitled ™in Aet o provide a sivil
government for Porto Risc, and for other purposes”, beg leave
to submit to the consideration of your Honorable Committes
the following memorantum of amendwents whiek this Comaission
helleves are nesessary to perfect the pending legislations

Page 5, Sestion 2, strike out Une 7.

Page 11, Seotiom 10, line 20, atrike out the words

rauthorised dy this aot* and insert in lleu thercof
fand voters in Porto Ricov;

Same page, in line 22, after the word “offices ., insert
thes word wofficials,

The Seokion will then read as follows:

Seo. 10. That all Judiolal process shall run in the
name of "United States of America, ss, the Presidemt of
the Undted States,” and all penal or oriminsl prosecu-
tions in the losal courts shall be conducted in the name
apd by suthority of "The People of Porto Rico"; and all
ofticlals and voters in Porto Rioco shall be eitisens of the
United Stakes, and, defore entering upon the dutlies of
thelr respestive offices, officlials shall take an oath to
support the sonstitution of the OUnited States anmd the lawe
of Porte Rico.

The evident purpose of the proposed amendment i %o make
sitizenship of the United States a necessary qualification of
voters.



-

Fege 18, Section 1B, line 11, after the word "may” in-
sexry *unless otherwise provided by the le glslsture of Perto
Rlacom.

Page 21, Seotion 22, line 18, after word ™and” insert
mntil otherwise provided by the leglslature he skhalln,

Page 23, Section 28, lines 10 to 13, strim ont the words
"and who doss nmot omn in his Individual »ipht taxable property
in Porte Rice %o the value of not less than 1,000 assessed
in his pame sad upon whioh he pays taxes™,

Page 24, Bection 27, lines 7 to 10, strike out the words
"snd who does nod own in his individnal right taxable and pays
taxss upon property, real ar personsl, situated in Porto Rice,
of the assessed value of not less than %B0O.v

Page 24, Seotion 27, live 16, after the word "he" insert
the word *deslaredn,

Pages R4 and 2B, Jeotion 28, restore lines 21 to 25 of
page 24 from the word "a" on line 21; aleo restore lined 1
page 85 from the beglming of the line to the word *discreticnny
and atrike out the worda "the mweoutive Counsil of Porto Riso®
an lines 1 and 3 of page 285.

Page 26, Sectiom 28, line B, strike out words "Exeoutive
Oovnoil® and insert in liem thereof “Commissionmc,

Page 26, strike out Seotion 29, and insert in lieu thersof
the followings

Bec. 29. The mext oleotlon in Porto Rlas shall bde held

in the year nineteen hundred and seventsem wpon the
sixteenth day of July. At such election thavre shall
be ghosen senstors, representatives, a resident oom-
migsioner to the United States, and two pudlie service
sonmissioners, as barein provided. Thereafier the
elestions eball bde held on the first Toesday affer the
£irst londay in Novesber, beginning with ihe yoar
ninetesn hundired and tweaty, and prery fouy yesrs
thersaftor, and the terms of office of all monfeipal
officlals who have heretofare been elected, and

vhose terme would otherwise expire at the begloming

of the year nineteen dundred and nineteen, sre hereby
extended until the offisiale who may be eleoted to

i1l wush offices in nineteen hundved and twenty



Je

shr1l hawve beem &nly qualifieds Provided, houwsvery
that ne@hing herein oontained ehali be construed to
limit the right of the legislature of rorte Rioo =b
eny tive to rovise the boundarics ¢f semetorial and
representative districots snd of any musleipelity, ox
to abolish any momiclpaiity and the officers provided
thera i

Page 26, Section 5O, strike cub lines 9 to 11 to 2nd in-
oluding the word “eleation™ and inserts
et ¢ ¢ texm of pivise of semmiore and rep-
resentativee chopen by the first gsperal eleetion,
ghall be until Jrswary fired, ninstson umdred snd
twsnty-one, and the tomme of offloe of seumtors and
reprosentatives chopen at subsequers elegiions shall
bo four years from the seoond of Jaamsry following
their cleotlion.®
Bage 27, Seetion 52, 1ine 13, strike out "the next” and
in ldou thereof inserd "thelr®.
- Beme yvage, Seetion 38, strike owbk lines 17 to &0 inciu~
aive, apd insert in 1ien thereof the following:
"ihat the flret regulsr session ¢of the logislature
of Porto Hilco, grovided for by thls aet, shall convens
on Lthe twenty-ciohth dey after the next elestlon pro-
vided for herein, and regular sesslong of the legislia~
turs suall De held bismislly thereafter, scovoning on
the vescund londay in Pebruary of the juur ninetecs hnne
dred end aincbuon, sud on the sesond Yoxdey in Februsry
of ook segond ecy thoreafbere®
Pego £8y Leotiun 34, line 14, before "Billa® inscpd “ix-
copt 48 hereinaftcr provided™.
 Tage 29, Geotlon 34, 1lin: 14, after word Yisw" loscrd
" Provided thet the Trevident of the United dtetes sisll ep~
prove or 4iscpprovws an aot eulmitied do him under the provisiong
of this sootion within ninety days from ani aftcr its sobmispion
for hls opprovals rud 1f not spproved within such time, 1% shall

becoms o Jaw the some as 1f A% had boom specifieally approved.”
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Thet Seotion 55 be smonded 50 a8 to read as follows:

"Seg. ¥s Toob ot ths firet eleetion heid pursvent
$0 this aot, the guelified electors shall be thess having
the qualificetions of voters under the prsaent law; thers-
afbur votnrg for all of fice: elegbed By the people shell
have the guelificstions preseribed by the leglelature of
Porip Rioo und be somprised within ane of the follewing
elaseest

(o) These who st tie gleetion of minet.om nmdred
cpd pevenbecm wore log )l vobers cnd exoreised the right
of

(b} Those vho are able $o road and write either
spemioh or Inglishe

{e) Those who are bonafide taxpayers im thelr own
name in om emownt of wot less tham three dollars por saumme™

roge 3%, Sestion 36, strike out lines § to 12 inciuslive,
and Insirt the following:

"t the quelifie eleetors of rorte Bles sholl ab
the neyt goseml elestion suoose o Nenidart Comuisselioner
to ihe United Statess whose tesm of offise sholl bogin
on his gualiriestlon, sof sholl comtisue wntil the fowrth
of Haordh, 1920. .t erch sibseguent cleetion begln dng
with the jesr 1920, the gualifisd viesters of rorto ilce
Bh&ll dhooss & rusident cow:lssgioncr to the United Stetes,
whose torm of ofiies shall De four yoers fyom the fourth
=€ Boreln folloving such pgeperal cloet fon.”

voge 99, cection 58, Llne 2 strike ovt “gf & ;xbile or
quasi~public neture®,

Seme poge, Seetion 58, strike out lines § to 9 inclusive
snd the figet four words of line 10, snd imsert in lieu thercof
the followings

"o Le wiesbed by the uelified volers ot the zun'
mencrsl elcstlin £¢ bo held under this set, sud ot ech

geapr: 1l elpgtion thersaficre The Serms of said olective J

commissioners cleoted at the first gemercl election,

. ghall oom enoe om the twenty-cigith day following the
snid gemersl elestion, and the toxms of the p=id eleotive
commigeioncrs clooted at esch rubsequent gencral elegtiom
chall commence g8 the sedond dey of Jamuory folloviag
their olewtiong tioy eho 1l sorve for Iour FRArs.”

Poge 43, vection 42, 1ing £, aftor "United States® inscyd
“not demiciled im Porte Hleg".

Page B2, Seetiom 6P, lins 6, aftor the wd “effect" lmscrs
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"Frovided, that on all coffee in the bean o growmd

imported inte Porto Riso thers shall be levied snd sollssted

a duty of five cents per pound, any lsp or part of law to

the omtrary notwithstanding.®

In olesing this memorandun, the Commission desires to oall
the attention of the Gommittes %o the faot that the Commission
ia bi-partisan in character, Deing formed of representatives of
the two politiesl parties representing public opinion in Poarto
Rige; that the Commineion is umsnimous in support of the 3111,
believing that it does Justice %0 tho People of Porto Rieo; mnd
that the smendments suggested sre not intended to chanye in
any way the fundamental prinotples of the bill.

Tour Committee is respestfully roquentsd to wrge the ensst-
=sut at this sewsion of the pending bill, which will be received
with Joy by the people of rorts Rise.

Respsatfully submitted,

Frealdmt, Unlonist Party, and Member
of the Bxsoutive Qoumeil of Porto Riso.

Commissionsr of the Interior of Porto Rige
and menber of the Republiesn Party.

NMember of the House of Delegates of rorto
Rico and of the Unionist Farty.

‘ of

-

Hembor of the House of Delsgaten of i’b‘lm:
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January 8, 1817.

Jy dear 'r. Domensoh:

T have reseeived hoth of your letters from |
VYashington and ilhe memorandum of amendments and recon-
mendations agreed to by ihe Tommission with roference
do the BiI11,

I tried to cable you the otfhor doy with
raference to pour relurn to Jashington, but as I did
not kaow your lew York cddress I relisd upon joup hou-
ing lej't that with “ensral Ve Intyre. I hepe pou re-
ceived ihe message und have jone hack to lashingtoen o
remain at Jews! Jor two or three weshs longer for ilhe
purpose o) seeing what can be done to keep up ihe in-
terest of lhe Jenalors in the 5ill,

J noée ths suygesiicn coniained in boih
your letisrs thal you L(hink i would be hetler jor me
to be thers wnd add my suggssiions and persensd in-

-

Jluence to those intercsied in pushing the bill clong.

hed

I doubi L) I ecould be of any use in persuading the
Senate fo act on the bill et prssani, but it is my be-
lief that the Sencte will pass the bill in some shape
defore the end of Januery, and the tine jor me ito be of
use would be to work with the Conference Commiiiee in

the adjusiment of amsndments. I am plunning to try to
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get there in time for that; and if I can get knowledge
of the sure passage of the bill by the Sanatc in tine

to reach Fushington for the meeting of the Confarence
Committes I am-going to do it. UKr. Travieso, of courss,
will have to come back hefore I leavs.

Everything 1s moving alony quietly and pleas-
antly hare. e ses your daughter Viss Fergarite occcoc-
sionally and she seemns to be getting on nicaly.

I em arranging througl the Bureau for you to
get some additional monsy for expenses, s are expact-
ing v, fAuyks sad Yr. Benet on the boat this afterncon.

TUpon examination of the memorandum that pyou
encloged, I think a mistaks was made in »lceinag the
alection so far ahead as July, for the following reason:
Tha political situation in Porto lico at present is dif-
Jioult and delicate and may become ewen more so for ths
moment ajter the passare of the new orsanic get, and 7
think {2 will be wise to get the elactions over ag soon
a8 possible., Then, as there will be no nore elections
Jor about four years, I bealieve that political ferment
will caase, at least for a time; but I dreed to have
the pot continue fo-boil until July.

Of course I recognise the dijficulties uncar
whichk the Comnission was laboring with refaerence {o the

restrictions of the suffrage, so we will have to leava
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that matter to the Conference Comnitles.
Remember me most cordially to irs. Lomenech.
I hope you ere both having o resiful and enjoyable tine.

sincerely your Jriend,

CQovernor.

"

HAon, IFonvel V. Tomenech, | 1
Comnissioner of the Intericr of lorte lico,
C/o Burecu of Insular Affairs, War Lepartment,
Taghingten, L. C.
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