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Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor,

San Juan.

Dear Governor:=-

I take the liberty teluerewith enclose you
a letter which I received from the&”Delegate Hon. Arturo
Lluberas, recormending Iir. Raudn Dapena, of Ponce, to co-
ver the vacancy in the Cormrfigsion of Irrigation.

Ir. Lluperas is the owner of great sugar
cane plantations of \ghé country and a person worthy of
great confidence.

I also personally know Mr. Dapena and can
assure you Bhat I consider him a very capable man for the
dischaw@e™©f said position.

Very sincerely yours,
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Sr.Dn.Jese de Diege

San Juan.

M1 estimade amige :

La renuncia de Dn.Carles Tere deja
vacante un pueate en la Comisién de Riege de la costa
sur,al gue aspira el Ledo.Dn.Ramén Dapena,ds Ponce,ele-
mente distinguide de n/ celectividad y muy capiz para
desempefiarle & cenciencia.

Si ne tiene Ud.compremisc anterier,y puede cempla-
cerme presentande y gestenlende ante el Gobernader su
candidatura,le quedaré recenecide.

Dentre de védries dias estaré en esa para el cemien-
ze de las tareas legieslativas.

Le desea salud y muchas satisfaccienes en el nueve

afie,su affme.amige y S.S.
, g ‘,/§2;7£;ﬂ’”§:?§:léeo~oj9’
W,
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San Juan, March 17, 1914,

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,

San Juan.

Dear Governor:-

For the third time and after a long discuseion,
the House approved yesterday the Workman's Compensation Act for
accidents ariging from hazardous occupations, and the Bill is
now in the Zxecutive Council.

Since many days this Bill had long debates in
the House, the newspapers having fully informed of the matter,
no protest in the public opinion having arisen, and on the con=-
trary, the press and the People applauded the just provisions
which protected hundred thousands of workmen, which constitute
the immense majority of our Island.

After the Bill having been approved in the House,
during the regular segsion, Mr. Hartzell had profusely circulate
a printed letter among the industrials and merchants of the Is-
land, of which I herewith enclose you a copy.

Mr. Hartzell represents the only Insurance Com=-
vany for accidents of work, which exists in the Igland, stating
that if the Bill should become law, the Company would close its
business in Portoc Rico or raise the rates of the policies of ine
surance.

As you will understand, My, Governor, it is ri-
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diculous that an Insurance Company for accidents of work opposes
itself to a law, which favouring the right of the laborers to
compensation, of course, also favours the increase of the insur-
ance, which is the Company's business.

On the other hand, if the Company increases
the rate of the policies, it would be best for it, not to tell
same until the Law is approved ahd then make its business.

inalogous Laws to the Bill approved by the
House exist in 41 States of the Union and instead of raralyzing
the business of the Insurance companies for accidents of work,
it has just fomented the multiplication of the companies.

Mr. Hartzell only wants to impel a falge com-
motion of protest against the Bill, and this action can only
be due to two reasons: Either Mr., Hartzell does not really de-
fend the company's interests, but the selfish interests of cer-
tain employers, who resist any compensation to the laborers:
or lr, Hartzell is afraid that, if the Bill is approved, that
many smerican and stranger companies will extend their business
to Porto Rico, and will establish g competition and destroy the
monopoly which the company represented by Mr. Hartzell exercises
now in the Island,

As you will see Hr, Hartzell's letter only
presents three arguments against the Bill: 18t That thé provi-
sions of the Bill.try to disminish the power of the Courts:

214 That the contributory negligence of the laborer is not ob-
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served, in order to exempt the employer from responsibility:
374 That the Bill confers too many attributes to the Chief of
the Bureau of Lumbor,

The first objection is absolutely destroyed
by only examining the Section 25 of the Bill, which permits the
employer or the laborer to ameal the decision of the Board of
Arbitrators to the Courts, in any case.

The argument of the contributory negligence
of the workmen is already over twenty years eliminated from the
legislation of all the civiliZed countries.

I have now at sight the Message of the Presi-
dent of the United States to the Congress, in the year 1912,
which composes two large volumes with a full information about
the matter: and from the page 275 of Volume II, I copy the fol-

lowing paragraphs: -

"Gradually since 1884 the leading countries
of Burope have wholly asbandoned the "negligence" principle in
dealing with the disgability or death of an employee due to work
accident. The order of the adoption of these changes is as fol-
lows:'

"Germany, 1884; Austria, 1887; Norway, 1894:
Finland, 1895; Great Britain, 1897; Denmark, 1898; Italy, 1898;
France, 1898; Spain, 1900; Netherlands, 1901; Greece, 1901; Swe-
den, 1901; Luxemburg, 1902; Russia; 1903; Belgium, 1903; Hunga-
ry, 1907.”
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L The foundation for this new principle.- The
declared bases.upon which such legislation has been justified
were from the outset as follows: ”

7 1.~ Dapages due to work accidents are more
or less uniform and unavoidable and therefore =n element of
the cost of conducting business, and as such should enter into
the price of the product and be paid by the consumer. &

/# 2.~ The State, i. e., the entire public, is
interested that compensation be paid in such amount and in such
manner that families wiil be supported decently and not be pau-
perized or rendered criminal; for the great public has the bill
to pay in any event and should pay it in the fairest and most

. . . 4
direct way and notthrough charity or correction,"

I also have at sight the document 419 of the
United States Senate, in 1914, Workmen's Compensation Report
upon operation of State Laws.

From this document it results that a similar
law to our Bill exists in 41 States and with relation to the
question of the contributory negligence, appears this chapter
on page 17:

"Defenses abrogated under elective Acts.~ Un-
der an elective compensation act an employer is given his choice
of accepting the act or operating under the liability law with

certain long recognized defensesm removed. These defenses are




(r\“xwu\QA

HOUSE OF DELEGATES
PUERTO RICO

SPEAKER'S ROOM 6.

Commission thought it more equitable that the employer should
nave a representative in the Board, another the workman, and as
chairman the Chief of the Bureau of Labor, who is, according to
law, appointed by the Director of the Department of Labor, Cha-
rities and Correction, with the approval of the Governor.

Nevertheless, if anybody desires that the third
member, the Chairman of the Board, should be appointed by the
Governor, with the approval of the fxecutive Council or the Se=
nate, I would have no inconvenience to accept it.

Our Bill is inspired in the present american
legislation in the matter, responds to the principles proclaim-
ed by the President Wilson and gives to 800,000 portorican la-
borers a just protection of which they are in need at present.

I Jmow, Governor, your absolute democratic
convincement and hope that you will readily help us for the ap-
proval of ‘the Bill, without taking notice of the protest inspir-
eh in the error or in the selfishness,

I am willing to answee now any other objec-
tion, which may arise against the Bill and remain,

Yours very sincerely,

- ;/]
A, fﬁ ‘

-~
A
S /

P, B5.- In regard to the oppostion that will

be made to the bill by virtue of the action of Mr. Hartzell, I

shall relate a curious incident of which I was informed last
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night by Mr. Paniagua, the Director of the Commercial Bank.
A group of persons who arrived from the Island
called on Mr. Paniagua and iwvited him 1o appear before you to

rotest against the bill, Mr, Paniagua asked them the reason for

w3

the opposition and was informed that the same was based on the
quegtion of contributory negligence. MNMr. Paniagua replied that
he had studied the pill and agreed to the fact that the workinge
man's negligence did not exempt the mployer from liability. Then
he again asked them if they had any other objection to make. The¥y
-paid they had other objectiong, but that the truth was that they
had not read the bill and that they intended to go to the office
of the Secretvary of the House to obtain a copy. Mr. Paniague fi=-
nally refused to accompany said gentlemen, who protested against

a bill they had not read,
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sareh 18, 1914,

¥y deer ¥r. de Disge:
' Since my interview lost night with pyou end ¥r.

'hruu I heve recd the enclosed clipping from the "Porto

2ioo Progress”, uddumfhoomﬁtun to the ac-

'mweg of the statements, but I an writing t6 say simply
/mt if General Yo Intyre and I mﬁéﬁ to guide fhe ac-

ﬁ‘aa of Congress upon so inportent antd difficult end much

/ controverted a question as the M of citizenship to de
~ granted to the Porto Btocu,&f is a heaopy responsibility

and we went to feel sure. #‘tar ground.

I would ugg)(t‘ that when you send me the copies
of the resolutions phieh you read to me last night, that
you send me a.l?o httﬂ-. signed by pourself and ¥r. Bar-
celé end other influential leaders of the Unionist
Farty as “Ehink best, pledging pourselves personally,
to the following proposition: In case individual eitizen-
ship be grented by Congress, that you will all personally
use your influsnce with your party to the end that free
individual action on the part of all Porto Ricans shell
not be interfered with by eny party action, and that the
party press and the pearty leaders through public speeches
shall cooperete with all of us who are trying to secure
6 free expression of public opinion through the acceptance
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of individual eitizenship.

I desire o lettor of this sort to send io
Jenerel e Intyre so that he may counterset bsfore the
Senste Committee any efforts thet noy be nade to con-
pinee them thet the Porto Zicans do not want individual
citisenship end would not give it e fair chence if it
were granted to them.

I an sure you understand that'l personally
have no ebjections to collective eitteonship and my
only reason for opposing it {s #haet the other form would
bo ecsior for the Porto Licans snd more ccoepiable on
the whole fo ell the Porte Sfcens; and I am anzious to
convinee the Senate Commbtiee that in this opinion I an
correct. :

Fith r uali,estoen and sincere good wishes, I
an,

Tours respecifully,

Governor.

HJonorable José de Diege, Specker,
Hlouse of Delegates,
Sen Juen, "oréo Lice.
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ﬂ’ dear ir. de p‘*
/’ Since my interview lost night with you and Mr.
{ Bareels I have vead the enclosed elipping from the “Porte

.:Mnm and of course I know nothing cs to the sc-

mdih statencats, but I en writing do say simply
dfﬁdehmd:memﬁbmu the ao-
‘tion of Congress upon so inportent end Bifficult and much
fn‘nnﬂd o question s the form of citisenship to be
7/ gronted to the “orte iicens, #t'ds o heavy responsibility
and we went to feel sure of bur ground.

I wonld suggeskt Fhat when pou send me the copies
of the ressistions whfeh you read fo me lost night, that
you send me aa{cﬁcm. signed by yourself end ir. Bar-
colé end such athur influential leoders of the Unionist
Party as pou think best, pledging pourselves personally,
to the follewing proposition: In case individual eftizen-
ship be granted by Congress, that you will ell personally
use your influence with your perty to the end that free
indipidual setion on the part of all Porio Zicans shall
not be interfered with by eny porty sction, and that the
party press and the party leaders through publie speeches
shall cooperate with all of us who cre trying to securs
I[fﬂl' expression of public opinion through the eccepiance
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of individual eitizenship.

I desire o leiter of this sori to send to

General ¥e Intyre so that he may counteract before the
'. | /ismn Comnittee any offorts that may be made to con-
/ vinee them thet the Porte Zicans do mot want individual

7 eitisenship and would not give it a foir chance if it

" were granted to them.

I an sure you understend that ¥ personally
have no objections to collective citizenship and my
only reason for opposing it is thal ¢he other form would
be easier for the Porto Ricans end more cccepiable on
the whole fo all the Porto Ricens; and I an anxious fo
convinee the Senate Commitise that in this opinion I am
aorriot.

Fith wuok wsteenm and sincere good wishes, I
an,

Fours respectfully,

Governor.

Honorable José de Diego, Specker,
House of Delegates,
Sen Juan, Porte Sico.
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Zareh 12, 1914.

¥y deer kr. de Diego: |

Since ny interview last night with pou and ¥r,
Barceld I have reed the enclosed elipping from the "Perto
Zice Progress”, and of course I know not as to the ae-
curacy of the statements; but I an -H.ﬂ}'g to say simply
that if Ceneral Ne Intyre and I undgrfoke to guide the ae-

tion of Congrese upon so importani énd difficult and much

-coniroverted @ question =g (a\(% of cititzenship to be

granted to the Porto Ricans, 1t &e o heavy responsibility
and we want to feel ﬂlf} our ground.

I would sugfost that when you send me the copies
of the rmln,ttoa(%loh you read to me lest night, thet
pon send we @@ Zettor, signed by yourself and Fr. Bore
216 and such oiher influential lecders of the Unionist
Party qv\ﬁf.’ think dest, pledging yourselves porsonally to
the following proposition: In cese individuasl citisenship
be granted by Congress in the form embodied in the Shef-
roth bill, thet you will all personclly use your influsnco
with pour party to the end that free individucl asetion on
the part of all Porto Zicans shall not be interfered with
by any party setion of the party which you mey represent,
aend that the pariy press ond the party leaders through
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their public speeches will cooperste with oll of us who

are trying to secure o free expression of public opinion

on the ecceptance of individual eitizenship, as provided
in the Skafroth bill.

I desire o letter of this sort to send to Gen-
eral ¥e Intyre so that he may countersct befors the Jen-
ate Committee any efforts that may be made to convince
then that the Porto Zicans do not weat individual eiti-
senship and would not give it ¢ fair mdence if ii were
granted to them. ‘ ;

I am sure pou understund that I personally
have no objections to collective citizenship and my only
reason for opposing it ig that the other form would be
easier for the Porto itcans and more acceptable on the
whole to ell of them; end I am anxious to convince the
Sencte Comnities ehat in this opinion I am correct.

Fith much esteem and sincer good wishes, I am,

Yours respecifully,

Goveraor.

Honorable José de Piage, Speaker,
fouse of Delegates,
Sen Juan, Porio Zico.
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Hon. Arthur I.
‘. w 3 Porto Zieco,

My dear Fr. Governor:

ﬁﬁﬁ&@dﬁ‘ﬁ“ i

1.- That as o forn 0{ suionomic evolution in-
spired by democratic princtples, the bill intreduced by
¥p, Mufios Rivers ia thm of Zepresentotives satis-
ruﬂly answers th@tmtdu of the House of Dele-

tes.
- Ty &Am thet although the House is op-

pnollo-'m numummmm
of Porto. q.i- eitizenship in the future, it considers
that the formule of individual americaen o“tuu“p.
such cs provided in the Shafroth bill, is acceptable,
because seid formule leaves Forto Ricans af liberty teo

aet, end s not imcompatible with any of the couniry’s

ideals. -
- To declare that the granting to the Cover-

nor of the sbsolute power of vete over the Legisleiure
of Porte Bice, should be opposed for the reason that it

SLxy

M . i coniiiinied h;___
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Party.

s in confliet with every principle of republicon govern-
ment and wit) the doctrine susteined by the Democratic

&,- Thet, notwithstending, the Shafroth bill ne-
ticeably improves our political orgenization, distinetly
meintaing our mnﬂitf. and is o step JSorvard on the
rocd of our political evolutionm.

" & &
o, IR I L et 4
4.- o shall not tate ow Dosiile attitude against
the imerican citizenship as ded by the sShefroth Bill;
nevertheless, in our polit 'enpaigatng we shall nain-
tatr in its whole tntc@)ﬁ the present platform of ihe U-

nion of P;vto

2ieh. &

ind n these lines, the Jovernment of Por-
to Zieco may Q%Ou the absoliute effort of the Unienist
Party to esiqplish e just, orderly and liberel sysien of
”M\i} sooordsnce with the prineiples of the great
Denocratic Carty.

SRR el I, R T
.l B R RS,

Very truly yours,
{m.) ." 2. Bercelé. ‘Sﬂc) José de p‘.’.o

pidling, ' .|
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San Juan, April 2, 1914,

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,

San Juan-

Dear Governorie

I take the liberty to introduce to you Mr.
Alfredo Amy, a respectable gentlemen of Guayama, who desires
to request from you a small indult of two days of jail.

This gentlemgn was summoned by the District
Court of Guayama in order f& assist to a trial, but being
sick he could not do it, and was condemmed for contempt to
$200,.00 of fine and two days of jail.

Mr. Amy is ready to pay the fine and also
that the two days of jail be commuted for some dollars of
fine, but he is a man who has never been proceeded crimi-
nally and he is naw greatly afflicted that he should go to
jail for the first time in his l1ife.

i present this matter to your high discretion
and justice and beg you to give same your kind attention, as
soon as pmsible, as the sentence must be executed to-morrow.

Very truly yours,
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April 3, 1014,

ily dear WMy. de Diego:

| Your letter embedying the resolution adopted
by the House of Delegates at the conclusion of their re-
eent session was duly received. I essure you that I
greectly apprecicte the kind exprossion of confidence end
cooperation and personcl good will conteined in this re-
solution and am greatly gratified ot ite receipt and

Mzmmmthmojﬂdm

I desire to wgnm-qupmw
tion of the work of the M@Mm&n and of its
Specker and leader in both Bhie regular session and the
special session which hes just closed. |

. I en quite metisfied with the record nade by
Logislature and Ni’ none but plecsant memories of my oun
connection with their work. I hope that in the future
sessions of (#he louse of Delegates I shall be able to re-
new the pleasant personal relations that I haeve had with
yourself as Specker and with the members of the House.

Jith sincere esteen for yourself and all the
menbers of the House of Delegates, I an,

Cordially yoi.r friend,

Governor.

Honoreble José de Disge,
Speaker, louse of Delogates,
Sen Jucn, Porto Rice.
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August 10, 1914.

iy dear Mr. de Diego:

I% ig with infinite regret that ! find
myself this morning compelled by great pressure of
business in the office, to decline your courisous
inpitation o attend the luncheon to s yiven to the
Officers of the Arpcntltu vessels now in our harbor.

 Fothing would give me nore pleasure then to he pres-

ent on this occasion and show my friendly and hoapit-
able spirit toward thess visitors.

I would appreciate it if you would convey
to them ithe expressfon of my feeling toward them and
their prosperous and progressing couniry, end of ny
great personsl regret not to be able to be with them
and you upon this occasion. .

7ith every assurence of respect, I anm,

Sincerely yours,

Covernor.

fHonerable José de Diego,
Sen Juen, Porte Zice.
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February 17, 1915.

Hy dear #r. da Dieso:

Yours of the 16ih instant, with refar-
ence fo o possible vacaney in the Irrigation
Comnmission, has been received.

I have not yet bsen informed of any
vacency in that Commission except lhe one
caused by the death of Vr. Texidor, and this
paeancy is, acvording fo the law, to be filled
by election on the part of the water users.

In case there should occur o vacaney
which the Covernor has the power to fiil, I
shall take under carejul consideration the
nanme of Mr, Viceate Usera that you have sug-
gested,

7ith best wishes, I anm

Yours very truly,

Fopernor.

Honorable José de Diege, Spesker,
House of Delegates of “orto ilice,
Jan Juan, “ortc Lico.
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8an Juan, February 16, 19105.

don, Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,

San Juan.

My dear Governor:=

I have been informed that there exists a
vacancy in the lrrigation Commission,~ and I desire to present
to your consideration for the appoimtment, Nr. Vicente Usera,
of Ponce,

Mr, Usera has been one of the most distin-
guished members of the‘douse of Delegates, he is a very intel-
ligent, honest and attive person, of great scientific know-
ledge., He posségges valuable properties and is highly quali-
fied for the position,

As you know, the Unionist Party initiated
and sustained in the Legislature all the Bills for the Irriga-
tion Service, which you in your last lessage to the_Legisla—
ture very justly qualified as a monumental work. Nevertheless,
all or nearly all the employees in the Irrigation Service are
republicans, and if in any way the aid of the Unionist Party
for the execution of the work, may be of any value, 1 beg you
to appoint Mr. Usera to cover the vacancy in the Commisgsion,

and I assure you that you will obtain one of the best quali-
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fied persons in Portoe Rico for the said position.

Very sincerely yours,

e / //-_\
/2




Ay

17 de marso de 18516.

Sefior : -

Fe recibide su earta de fecha 15 del corriente
solicitando informes respecte o los prcetdtntchto: Jti=
bernatives seguidos con motivo de la sifuscién existen-
{e en Arecibo; asimismo caerta del Secreturic de la Cl<
marc de Delegados relativa al mismo gsnito.

En contsstacién tengo el Kompr de manifestorle
que en la noche del 12 del mes getual sl Jefe de Poli-
efa fué enviado a Arecibo com-insirucciones gonerales
pare tomar las medidas g#te, después de un estudio ocui-
dadoso, estimare a su juicio necesarias pars restable-
ecer el orden péblic¢e y la trenquilidad en el distrite
de Arecibo, inéérviniendo lo menos posible en el movi-
miento de lo¥ trabajadores en huelga. No se le dieron
instrucoionds sspecfales o no ser la de impedir una gran
manifestacién que se habfa anuneiado para el 13 de marso
en el barrio de Campe ilegre donde habia oocurride re-
cientemente una grave perturbacién que dié por resulta-
do el derramiento de sangre.

fise sido informado por el Jefe de Policia gque
después del dic 15 de marzo mno ha habido en el distrite

de irecibo ninguna elsse de intervencién por parte de
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la poliete en el movimiento de los ircbojadores; que

noe se hon heche ni rehusado peticionez para celabrar

*meotings” o monifestcclfones dentro o fuera de lIa

efudad, y que no han ocurride desérdenas ni dificul-

tades de ningln género.

Huy regpatuosamenta,

Febernador,

Honorable José de Diego,
Pregidente de la_Cémara de Delegados,

San Juan, Pusrto Eico.
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San Juan, P.R.-
Marzo 15 de 1916.-

Hon. Arthur Yager,

Gobernador,

San Juan, P.R.-

S evﬁ or:

Por la presente, ruego a Ud. que se sir-
va informar a la CAmara si es 0 né cierto que en la
ciudad de Arecibo, el dia 13 de Marzo corriente, por
orden gubernativa, ya procedente del Gobernador o del
Jefe de Policia o cualquier otra autoridad e jecutiva,
se han suspendido meetings y reuniones ptblicas, pro-
hibiendo llevar banderas en los autombviles, y se ha
ordenado la disolucibén de grupos de mis de dos per-
sonas =

Este informe se solicita a instancia del sus-
cribiente, de acuerdo con el inciso 15, Regla 11,
del Reglamento de la vAmara. Y, con gracias énti-

cipadas por su atencibn, quedo suyo,

Muy respetuosamente,

&

Preside 2/CAhmara de

JDD /LL



CAMARA DE DELEGADOS
DE PUERTO RICO

San Juan, P.R.-
Marzo 16 de 1916.-~

A solicitud del Hon, Delegado
Sr. Julio Aybar, por orden del Hon. Presi.
dente y de acuerdo con la Regla 11, pArra-
fo 15 del Reglamento de la Cémara, tengo
el honor de rogar a V. H. que se sirva in-
formar "si es o nbd cierto que en la ciudad
de Arecibo, los dias 14, 15 y 16 de marzo
corriente, por orden Gubernativa, ya pro-
cedente del Gobernador o del Jefe de Po-
licia, o cualquiera otré autoridad e jecu-
tiva, se han suspendido meetings y reunio-
nes pfiblicas, prohibiendo llevar banderas
en los autombviles y se ha ordenado la di-
solucibn de grupos de més de dos personas.”

Muy RESPETUOSAMENTE,

——
C o etheeiis I ok

Secretario de la Cémara
de Delegados.-

JM/LL
Hon. Gobernador de Pto-Rico,

San Juan, P.R.-
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Kareh 17, 1916.

Sir:-
Your letter of the 15th instant requesting ,infor- |
; ; : A g Bt o
mation with reference to the proceadings of theﬂAtﬁfgy%%

op—the Chief-of—-Potice in connection with the situation
in the city of Arecibo, has been duly received, also a
similar letter from the Secretary of the Hoyse of Dele-
gates with reference to the same matter, X

In reply I have the honor to sta ij?hat the Chief of
Dolice was sent to Arecibo upon th&;ﬁnght of Harch 12th,
with general instructions to tak@bzhatever measures seem=

>

ement from careful study of

ed to be necessary in his Ju
the situation to restors, ic order and peace in the
Areeibo District with h;?gfittle interference with the move-

ments of the striki ahorers as was possible. Ko special

instructions gézggélven him except to prevent a large assenm-
bly which had b®en announced for Karch 13 to be held atlthe

I . f/f:' &
barrio C ,)@dlegre where an unfortuncte disturbance hadkia&zf,ﬁgg?

4
/

oceurred resulting in bloodshed.

I am informed by the Chief of Police that since Harch
13 there has been in the drecibo District no interference
en the part of the police with the movenments of the labor-
ers of any sort and that no requests for meetings or de-
monsirations either within or without the city of drecibo

have been made or refused, and that there have been no dis-




orders or difficulties whatever.

Very respectfully,

Tovernor,

Q)
.\@

House of Delegates, %O

San Juan, Porto siico. \
&
o)
\2\\(}
o)

\ Jonorable José de I'iego, Speaker,

*

(1 Y1)




Ky dear WNr. de Plego;

Hon.

April 18, 1917.

I was deeply touched by your letter of the
15th instant and sympothize keenly with you in
your long and brave fight against the cruel suf+
Jering brought about by your illness. I adnire
greatly the pluck and courage you have shown,
especially in this last decisien to resort fo
the most heroie treatment {n the hope of secur-
ing relisf.

I heve recd caréefully and with greatl in-
terest your reiterated statement of your views
aad ideas for Parto Rico, and I cherish the hope
that you will soon come out victorious in ybur
struggle ‘with disease and have an opporiunity
together with your party of cooperctiag with me
inmy sffort to nake the mew government under |
the Jones bill successfully end triumphant.

I hope cend pray that ?bu nay be immedicie-
1y religped of vour suffering end speedily re-
storsd f§ health. |

Sincerely your jriend,

Gopernor.
Jogé de Diege,

San Juaen, Porio Eico.





