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ED?T ORIAL

e publish below a striking letter written by a prom-
inent Porto Rican. The writer was inspired by the com-
pelling events qf the day, that one after another, and in
one form or another hurry themselves after each other
with such swiftness as to leave us dazed in attempting to
realize the full import-of each event. As stated by the
writer, the zeal and understanding with which young
Porto Rico has hastened to join the gathering columns of
troops called for by the President is amazing both as to
the energy and the loyalty dsplayed. It be-speaks with
absolute certainty the future in store for Porto Rico. No
combination of bureaucrats between Washington and
Porto Rico can conquer this spirit or defeat the purposes
of the young men of the Island who have already witness-
ed and fully comprehend the purpose of the ancient polit-
icians temporarily in charge to continue Porte Rico in the
future as a colonial vassal, eating from the hands of those
who dispense office without hope, without participation
in the affairs of the world, except at such moments as
these, when the people, aroused- by the call of humanity
for help, hurry to the rescue. He has expressed a lack of
confidence in the official strength of the Governor. He
has said in print what so many had already said and of
which complaint has been made privately. Itis of no use.
The Governor is a kindly man, with a desire to accomplish
good results, and who is moved, as far as ke is imoved at
all, by good purposes. But from the varige around be-
hind a high top desk in a‘back room of the palace, sceing
a few who complain of something and many who waut of-
fice, it is impossible for him to get up enough inspiration
or executive force to led a camp meeting. The communica-
tion follows:

FELAPHONE 108, 58D, Z. 0. BOX 03,

. February 25th, 1918.
T'o the Editor of THE TIMES, ,

These are, indeed, great days for Porto Rico in which
the heart beats faster and patriotic thoughts crowd the
mind viewing the newly-made American citizens rival
each other in the manifold duties called forth by the par-
ticipation of the United States in the universal war!
Enough praise cannot be bestowed upon the Porto Ricans
for so readily taking upon themselves the sundry tasks of
2n armed conflict, and that with an alacrity which makes
us believe that they spring from anglo-saxon stock, that
they are their next of kin. They have been fused to the
United States in less time than it takes to mature the mind
of a child, and their soul is already a national soul in the
cternal blending of things spiritual. Providence has de-
creed that this should be so, and for weal or for woe their
fate runs together to a future destiny!

Yes, the Porto Ricans age doing well, handsomely
well in the turmoil of the war’s preparations, and they are
willing to sacrifice their blood, their treasure, to defeat
the enemies of their new mother country! But what about
the man who, more than four years ago, was sent here to
represent the sovereignty of the United States, and who
though constrained to deliver a short speech now and then
by the casual circumstances of his oificial standing, seems
indifferent to all that which is going on around him for
the full development of the patriotic plans?

The sensation at seeing the Porto Ricans in their ut-
imost eagerness is still the greater when we reflect upon
the fact that, with real leadership on the part of the Gov-
ernor, they would have performed wonders in the wave
of patriotism which is sweeping the island. It bespeaks
for them the admiration of their friends, bereaved as they
are of the inspiration of a leader. Against the notorious
apathy at the Palace the islanders have placed their belief
in the ultmate success of a great principle; their faith in
the mighty strength of the Nation of which they are citiz-
ens. 'Lhey are proud of the share allotted to them in the
fight for justice, and no amount of official stupor shall
deter them from going to the full length of their devotion

s |also strengthen the faith of the people in the justice of aj
great cause!

Give us a Governor who does not spread reports that
the war will be over in three months, thus weakening with |
{2 baseless and dangerous optimism well-directed efforts to

overwhelm our foes! r

Give us a Governor who does not advise the people
to save part of their money when purchasing the certific-
ates of the first Liberty Loan for participation in the
Second ILoan, thus endangering the success of the first
issue!

Give us a Governor who is n harmony with his sur-
roundings, connected with the people (not with a small
coterie of politicians) by ties of love and friendship, and
devoid of an unshaked belief that, because he is a school-
mate of the Presdent, he can do as he pleases unafraid ot
heing removed.

Tt is a matter of universal record that all well organiz-
od countries have always had at the helm of their public
affairs or in the confidence of the people a man who, in a
great crisis, knew how to raise himself to the height of a
Situation with the means at his command. Gambetta saved
France at the time of the dissolution of the last Empire,
and in our later days Joffre rendered a similar service at
2 moment when all seemed lost before the sweeping in-
vasion of the hated Huns. Lincoln kept intact our Re-
publc by a display of statesmanship for which there is no
peer in the history of the world. His enemies may “kick”
and “froth” till they get blue in their faces, but Woodrow
Wilson has lifted himself, by the force of his character,
intelligence and patriotism, to a serene pose and at-
titude in this national emergency which will give him a
secure place next to Washington and Lincoln in the niche
of our great men. It now looks as if Russia were an ex-

may not as yet arise from the steppes of the late Empire
the man who will thwart the treacherous doings of the
Ukraines?

Can continentals congratulate each other for having
in Porto Rico at this moment a chief official who knows
how to improve an occasion for displaying statesmanship

ception to this well settled rule, but-who knows that there| |
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of the first order? No, and a“thousand times no! Here

ship by the United States’Congress a year or so ago. nurt-
ured a grievance against continentals which at times em-
bittered social relations, and who now have forgotten all
that in a fraternal embrace. - Has there ever been present-
ed in the almost two decades of Anferican occupation a
better opportunity for a Governor to render this love per-
manent, to “clinch,” as it were, the American sentiment?
It almost breaks our Porto Rican heart to think that such
2 golden chance has been unnoticed by the man who
should be most wide awake to it and with all the advant-
age which his high office gives him. We could well re-
peat here that which the poet said of “Fortune” in the
well-known rhymes:

“Naoster of huwman destinies am T,

Fame, love, and fortune on my footsteps wait ,-ﬂ}
Cities and fields I walk; I penetrate 'R |
Deserts and seas remote, and passing by =
Hovel, and mart, and palace, soon or late {
I knock unbidden once at every gate.

If sleping, wake; if feasting, rise before

I turn away. It is the hour of fate,
And they who follow me reach every state
Mortals desire, and conquer every foe

Save death; but those who doubt or hesitate,

Condemned to failure, penury, and woe,
Seek me in vain and uselessly implore;
I answer not, and I return no more!”

But, regrettable as it is, that the Governor should not
have been up to the patriotic task expected from a man
holding his official position, we have an abiding faith in
the fundamental principle which calls for a perfect under-
standng between the two peoples. They found themselves
through the shadows of days gone by, and they stand to-
gether upon the light of a common cause. The human
factor will be powerless to check the current of thought
and facts. “Cod takes care of children, drunkards and
the United States” can be properly applied in this peculiar

: { o £
are a people who, up to the granting of American citizen-
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case. No man or set of men can stand between the close
alliance of the two peoples! Still this does not preclude
the Governor from doing his part. '

‘ D. C.
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realize the full import-of each event. As stated by the
writer, the zeal and understanding with which young
Porto Rico has hastened to join the gathering columns of
troops called for by the President is amazing both as to
the energy and the loyalty dsplayed. It be-speaks with
absolute certainty the future in store for Porto Rico. No
combination of bureaucrats between Washington and
Porto Rico can conquer this spirit or defeat the purposes
of the young men of the Island who have already witness-
ed and fully comprehend the purpose of the ancient polit-
icians temporarily in charge to continue Porto Rico in the
future as a colonial vassal, eating from the hands of those
who dispense office without hope, without participation
in the affairs of the world, except at such moments as
these, when the people, aroused: by the call of humanity
tor help, hurry to the rescue. He has expressed a lack of
confidence in the official strength of the Governor. He
has said in print what so many had already said and of
which complaint has been made privately. It is of no use.
/The Governor is a kindly man, with a desire to accomplish
good results, and who is moved, as far as ke is moved at
all, by good purposes. But from the vari: ge ground be-
hind a high top desk in a'back room of the palace, sceing
a few who complain of something and many whe want of-
fice, it is impossible for him to get up enough inspiration
or executive force to led a camp meeting. The communica-
tion follows:
. February 25th, 1918.

To the Editor of THE TIMES, ,

These are, indeed, great days for Porto Rico in which
the heart beats faster dnd patriotic thoughts crowd the
mind viewing the newly-made American citizens rival
each other in the manifold duties called forth by the par-
ticipation of the United States in the universal war!
Enough praise cannot be bestowed upon the Porto Ricans
for so readily taking upon themselves the sundry tasks of
-an armed conflict, and that with an alacrity which makes
us believe that they spring from anglo-saxon stock, that
they are their next of kin. They have been fused to the
United States in less time than it takes to mature the mind
of a child, and their soul is already a national soul in the
eternal blending of things spiritual. Providence has de-
creed that this should be so, and for weal or for woe their
fate runs together to a future destiny!

Yes, the Porto Ricans age doing well, handsomely
well in the turmoil of the war’s preparations, and they are
willing to sacrifice their blood, their treasure, to defeat
the enemies of their new mother country! But what about

the man who, more than four years ago, was sent here to!

represent the sovereignty of the United States, and who
though constrained to deliver a short speech now and then
by the casual circumstances of his oificial standing, seems
indifferent to all that which is going on around him for
the full development of the patriotic plans?

The sensation at seeing the Porto Ricans in their ut-
most eagerness is still the greater when we reflect upon
the fact that, with real leadership on the part of the Gov-
ernor, they would have performed wonders in the wave
of patriotism which is sweeping the island. It bespeaks
for them the admiration of their friends, bereaved as they
are of the inspiration of a leader.” Against the notorious

apathy at the Palace the islanders have placed their belief alliance of the two peoples!

in the ultmate success of a great principle; their faith in
the mighty strength of the Nation of which they are citiz-
ens. They are proud of the share allotted to them in the
fight for justice, and no amount of official stupor shall
deter them from going to the full length of their devotion
and loyalty. '

"Wasn't it a remarkable parade, that which took place,
in San Juan on the glorious day devoted to the “Father of
his country”? It marked a span in the series of well-con-
certed events organized by the citizens themselves with-/
out the Governor’s aid. I viewed the fine show from a’
point of vantage in Allen Street, and in the emotion which.
overcame me, I felt like crying out thus aloud with the
force of an electric wave, so that it could be heard by thel|
men who make and unmake rulers at Washingtun {or this;
far away island: §

Give us a Governor who realizes that the United Stat-
es is taking part in a momentous war whose ultimate out-
come no one can now predict for Europe and the Westérn
Hemisphere as well! ‘

" Give us a Governor who will not refuse to name a
Council of Defense as they are now organized in all the
States and Territories of the Union!

Give us a Governor who will aid the American Red
Cross, not with perfunctory words but with strong and
enthusiastic support as an example to the people!

Give us a Governor whose influence and popularity
will be powerful enough to build a militia organization
amongst all citizens!

Give us a Governor with judgment enough to know
that the publication in Spanish of all the President’s ad-
dresses on the war will not only enhance his prestige but

and in our later days Joffre rendered a similar service at
a moment when all seemed lost before the sweeping in-
vasion of the hated Huns. Lincoln kept intact our Re-

publc by a display of statesmanship for which there is no|

peer in the history of the world. His enemies may “kick”
and “froth” till they get blue in their faces, but Woodrow
Wilson has lifted himself, by the force of his character,
intelligence and patriotism, to a serene pose and at-
titude in this national emergency which will give him a
secure place next to Washington and Lincoln in the niche
of our great men. It now looks as if Russia were an ex-
ception to this well settled rule, but.who knows that there
may not as yet arise from the steppes of the late Empire
the man who wi]l thwart the treacherous doings of the
Ukraines?

Can continentals congratulate each other for having
in Porto Rico at this moment a chief official who knows
how to improve an occasion for displaying statesmanship
of the first order? No, and a thousand times no! Here
are a people who, up to the granting of American citizen-
ship by the United States’Congress a year or so ago, nurt-
ured a grievance against continentals which at times em-
bittered social relations, and who now have forgotten all
that in a fraternal embrace. Has there ever been present-
ed in the almost two decades of Anferican occupation a
better opportunity for a Governor to render this love per-
manent, to “clinch,” as it were, the American sentiment?
It almost breaks our Porto Rican heart to think that such
a golden chance has been unnoticed by the man who
should be most wide awake to it and with all the advant-
age which his high office gives him. We could well re-
peat here that which the poet said of “Fortune” in the
well-known rhymes:

“Nlaster of human destinies am T =
Fame, love, and fortune on my footsteps wait P
Cities and fields I walk; T penetrate \."'\
Deserts and seas remote, and passing by

Hovel, and mart, and palace, soon or late

I knock unbidden once at every gate.

If sleping, wake; if feasting, rise before

I turn away. It is the hour of fate,
And they who follow me reach every state
Mortals desire, and conquer every foe

Save death; but those who doubt or hesitate,

Condemned to failure, penury, and woe,
Seek me in vain and uselessly implore;
I answer not, and I return no more!”

But, regrettable as it is, that the Governor should not
have been up to the patriotic task expected from a man
holding his official position, we have an abiding faith in
the fundamental principle which calls for a perfect under-
standng between the two peoples. They found themselves
through the shadows of days gone by, and they stand to-
gether upon the light of 2 common cause. ~The human
factor will be powerless to check the current of thought
and facts. “God takes care of children, drunkards and

| the United States” can be properly applied in this peculiar

No man or set of men can stand between the close
Still this does not preclude
the Governor from doing his part. ;

D. C.
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The best coffee, the best lunch and the best ice ¢ream
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EDITORIAL .

3] SHCOTS FOR TWO BIRDS

«]). C.” takes a shot at the Governor for his failure to
exhibit a more efficient leadership in war work, or perhaps
failing to see or understand the important relation of the|

government of Porto Rico to the conflict -in which we}’
are now invalved. “D. C.” also takes a shot at us for not}

fully comprehending the importance of that phase of his
first letter. ’
Maybe the criticism is just as far as we are concerned,
for we will confess that in reading the first letter we did
not analyze it with sufficient care to note that the s'gate-»l
ment or statements of alleged ineficiency were specialized.
Then it is a fact, and perhaps that is the reason why we
did not noticé more carefully the different features of A
C’s” first letter because as a factor in a bureaucracy w¢
do not think any effort will. avail much. We assume that

the Governor will do all he can in behalf of the nation’s |
needs in this crisis. We do not expect he will do very|

much, because he is not a leader of men, and in times like
these the people must be their own leaders, as they are in
Porto Rico and rally to the support of the govérnment as
they have done. The people always thus rally in the ab-
sence of official leadership. ,

We want to see Porto Rico keep on in her war work.
She has thus far made a fine record and the men she is
preparing or has prepared for the field will equal the best
that goes to the front.

We want to see out people take hold of the Libertyy

Loan to the full extent that they are able. And they will,
although their leadership outside of the business commit-
tee having the matter in hand must be their own patriotic
impulse. Also we want to sec those who are not able to
buy bonds but who can do a little, go to the utmost in buy-
ing War Savings Stamps. We have no fear that Porto
Rico will not do her part but incorporation must not be
overlooked as another patriotic duty in behalf of the gen-.
erations to come.
The following is “D. C.s” letter:

March 1gth, 1918.
Ty the Editor of THE TIMES, ac

Judging by your editorial of recent date, my letter
printed in your issue of February 28th last criticising Gov-
ernor Yager for hs evident indifference to all that which
the people of Porto Rico are doing, and have done, since
the United States entered 'the Universal war to surpass
the cooperation expected from them for the fulfillment of
the national plans, did profit you very little inasmuch as
you overlooked its main contention as to that official’s
uselessness for the patriotic purpose referred to therein.
It all has been, sir as if readers and outsiders had derived
more beneficial education from the tenets propounded in a
good book than its editor who sorted the copy, read the
proofs and printed it for the author of the same. .

. As elucidated in your article you seem to believe
that, because the appointment of a new Governor would
not bring along in its train the desired change from a bu-
reaucratic to a territorial government, we are not going tc
gain anything by the shifting of men as the unconstitu-

tional practice will remain standing. Of course, I do not

deny that your position is sound as far as it goes, but what |

about the potent influence that a new man may exercise in
the premises for goading the Porte Rican people to stili

better efforts, and to which Governor Yager has paid but |-

Little attention since the United States entered the war?
Are you aware, sir, that these are abnormal times and that
the war is paramount to all other questions?

- You will please remember that during the civil strife
in the United States the Washngton Government always
saw to it—in so far as it could do it consistently with the
Federal scheme—that all the Governors of the divers
Northern States measured up in patriotic stature and intel-
lectual power to the exigencies of the fratricidal conflict
and why should it not be as zealous now when the danger
is as great, if no more, for ‘the preservation of the Union.
for national salvation? If our memory serves us well,
Governor Sprague, of Rhode Island, was one of the so-
called “War Governors” whose cooperation made pos-
sible the successful outcome of the conflict, and had it
been otherwise the United States would not stand today
on the path of the overunning hordes which threaten the
whole world. ' '

" You should, also, know by this time, sir, that in both
}:ngland and France, and even in Germany, when a Min-
ister or a government official shows any incapacity or las-
situde when meeting the tremendous requirements of this
war, his removal is soon forthcoming by the “powers-
that-be” and as demanded by the people. And if that is
the case everywhere why should Porto Rico be, then, an
exception for fear that it might be useless for other aims?

‘I do not wish to laborate still further on this import-
et it asadd 222i]] and hora ctatine that wranr r:gcanf}

i3
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not analyze it with sufficient care to note that the state-
ment or statements of alleged ineficiency were specialized.
Then it is a fact, and perhaps that is the reason why we
did not notice more carefully the different features of “D.
C.s” first letter because as a factor in a bureaucracy we
do not think any effort will avail much. We-assume that
the Governor will do all he can in behalf of the nation’s
needs in this crisis. We do not expect he will do very
much, because he is not a leader of men, and in times like
these the people must be their own leaders, as they are in
Porto Rico and rally to the support of the govérnment as
they have done. The people always thus rally in the ab-
sence of official leadership. _

We want to see Porto Rico keep on in her war work.
She has thus far made a fine record and the men she is
preparing or has prepared for the field will equal the best
that goes to the front. _

We want to see our people take hold of the Liberty,
Loan to the full extent that they are able. And they will,
although their leadership outside of the business commit-
tee having the matter in hand must be their own patriotic
impulse. Also we want to see those who are not able to|
buy bonds but who can do a little, go te the utmost in buy-
ing War Savings Stamps. We have no fear that Porto
Rico will not do her part but incorporation must not be
cverlooked as another patriotic duty in behalf of the gen-
erations to comie.

The following is “D. C.’s” letter:

March Igt.h,‘ 1918.
T the Editor of THE TIMES, Y

Judging by your editorial of recent date, my letter
printed in your issue of February 28th’ last criticising Gov-
ernor Yager for hs evident indifference to all that which
the people of Porto Rice are doing, and have done, since
the United States entered the Universal war to surpass
the cooperation expected from them for the fulfillment of
the national plans, did profit you very little inasmuch as
you overlooked its main contention as to that official’s

uselessness for the patriotic purpose referred to therein.|”

It all has been, sir as if readers and outsiders had derived
moré beneficial education from the tenets propounded in a
good book than its editor who sorted the copy, read the
proofs and printed it for the author of the same.

-~ As elucidated in your article you seem to believe
that, because the appointment of a new Governor would
not bring along in its train the desired change from a bu-
reaucratic to a territorial government, we are not going tc
gain anything by the shifting of men as the unconstitii-
tional practice will remain standing. Of course, I do not

deny that your position is sound as far as it goes, but what |

about the potent influence that a new man may exercise in
the premises for goading the Porte Rican people to stili
better efforts, and to which Governor Yager has paid but

little attention since the United States entered the war?|;

Are you aware, sir, that these are abnormal times and that
the war is paramount to all other questions?

You will please remember that during the civil strife
in the United States the Washngton Government always
saw to it—in so far as it could do it consistently with the
Federal scheme—that all the Governors of the divers
Northern States measured up in patriotic stature and intel-
lectual power to the exigencies of the fratricidal conflict.
and why should it not be as zealous now when the danger
is as great, if no more, for the preservation of the Union
for national salvation? If our memory serves us well,
Governor Sprague, of Rhode Island, was one of the SO~
called “War Governors’” whose cooperation made pos-
sible the successful outcome of the conflict, and had it
‘been otherwise the United States would not stand today.
on the path of the overunning hordes which threaten the
whole world. '

You should, also, know by this time, sir, that in both
FEngland and France, and even in Germany, when a Min-
ister or a government official shows any incapacity or las-

situde when meeting the tremendous requirements of this}

war, his removal is soon forthcoming by-. the  “powers-
that-be” and as demanded by the people.” And if that is
the case everywhere why should Porto Rico be, then, an
exception for fear that it might be useless for other aims?

‘I do not wish to laborate still further on this import-
ant proposition, and will end here stating that your recent
articles on it are rather inconsistent with your previous
attitude toward Governor Yager and his strange uncon-
edness at. Porto Rico’s cooperation on the .side of her
new mother country.

_Very respectfully yours,
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HENRY W. QOO [.EY EMILIO DEL TORO CHARLESF.HILL

CHAIRMAN

-

1

VICE-CHAIRMAN. TREASURER

: THE AMERICAN RED CROSS.
PORTO RICO CHAPTER

j P. O. BOX 998
CHAPTER HEADQUARTERS

ROOM 312,

FEDERAL BUIDING

b vy

San Juan, P. R.

March

Hon., Arthur Yager
Governor of Porto Rico
San Juan, P. R.

Sir:

Under date of March 2, 1918 I addressed
to you a letter on a subject of great importance
to tne welfare of the Porto Rico Chapter of the
American Red Cross. You have not geen fit to
Aignify my letter with a reply bearing on the
important subject matter of the same. I regret
this, because 1t is now too late. The damage
has been done.

I have the honor to remain

Respectfully yours

MARIAN S, WOLF
SECRETARY.

11, 1918

O o A
Chairman of the Porto Rico Chapter

of the
American Red Crosse.

HWD [MC
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HENRY W. DOOLEY EMILIO DEL TORO CHARLESF.HILL MARIAN S, WOLF
SECRETARY.

CHAIIWN VICE-CHAIRMAN. TREASURER
i THE AMERICAN RED CROSS.
PORTO RICO CHAPTER
P. O. BOX 996
CHAPTER HEADQUARTERS
ROOM 312.
FEDERAL BUIDING SAN JUAN, P. R. ;Z-d_'gch 2, 1918

The Honorable Artaur Yzger
Foveraor of Porto Rico
8a4 Juan, Porto Rico,
"Personal, !
Ky dear (Goverdor:

Tor gome time the tae Ixecutivel Comiitice of
the Porio Rico Chzpter of tae Amevricau Wed Cross aad
Deen Jiscussing tae question of appoimtity & traveliny
rsproscatative, Tor the purbose pR GeVeloPing wore
gystenatically tae Organizatida $drougnout the suntire
Island, oy assistiag ia toé e8fablisnment of sranchss
and Auxiliavies, aad . atJtle meeting of the Committee
waich was neld Tebruarywls noney was apovropriated for

this purpose, agd & Cowmaitbee gainsd 1O seiect the

traveling agellh., They selected ir, Domiago follazo,who

seemeds O\ OxPerieice 2nd training equipped for The
work;
At tiae wmeeting of the Bxecutive Committee of
oUuRg, Caapter asld yesterday, ftoward tie close of the
session oae Of the Hembers of the Committes called the

attention of the lUembers t0 an article oa the editorial

»Y

Page of the San Juas Times, in its issue of Pebruary

28tnh, 1918, ;part of which article was SiéQEQ"D. Gf, and

asked wastasr this article aaa beesn written by Ur, Domningo

HO IR e W - 3 - — - - -
Coliago, A0 0h4e present Sesued o be able o aaswer
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e, b o L



@Mmu 1%)

Hon, Artiur Tager—-2

tnis quesiioq, and the Chairaan of tie Cowmities, Tae
writer,, was requested 1O ascertain £roim Mr, Collaszo Wietier
ne was the author of the commnication, ane thab if so
that ae be advised that he could no longer be useful :m“
) , _ ) 4 \
the o7k for wiieh the Xxecutive Commttee Laa oam}gw..
: |V 4
aim, These iastructiogs were afterwara modilied wehat
. i »

tae Chaimsan ascertain tae Tacts from e, 0@l izt

S
b

possible, and pressat them at the next Mmeftlng of the
Axecutive .Go,n:'rtL ttoe " \

Personally I think fqr guri@xecutive Comaittee
to take any actioa would ve .a e';eat mistake, and official-
1y T fear that if aay a.ctj.g:ﬂ,l 9ae way or tae otaer, is
taken 0y tie Ixecutliyd Gém;ﬁ.ttee or the 3ocielty ia a
matter of this kiaB,AWWill act very uisastrously oa the
American Rea Cross in Porto Rico, and I Tear also taab
it gy react QpAd you personally aand officially by
provoki@'\as uhfortunate aga disagreeable discussiod,

T Lave veen advised by oae meuber of the Coifr
widdeo, that the motion was indirectly iaspired from
e rmmeant House, I camiot believe tais, ald I an very
loath to take this matter up wita ir. Collazo witinout
first\ neéaring Trom you, wistier you persvaally and of-
ficially approve of the Txecutive Committee or tias Porto
Tico Chaapter of the Americad Rea Cross takisdg any action what- \
soever in tais matter, and esnecially such actioaq, Persoaal-

1y, =S I have said, it seems to me i1t would be the grestest

= =
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0L, A. Tagsr-3

mistake in your iaverests, and most deprlorable for the

welfare of the American Red Cross ia this Islanu, &8 it

would oPen up PoOSsibly & discussion 0a Tae questioan of

Freedom of tas Press, and toe R:Ly:‘ht of P'ree Speech, I,

therefors, would arpreciate yvour advising me ab ouace

ig regard to this watter, so that I uway oe guided.ia

my airties as Chairman of tne Amsrican Red o w_x rorto

Rico, o~
I I have the honor to remain |

Reskectiully yourd

WD/ 10
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SSOCIATE JUSTICE
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San Juan, P. R.,
May 27, 1918.

Hon., Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, P. R.
My dear Governor Yager:

I have read the letters of Mr. Dooley published
in the last issue of "Justicia". If all the charges
against you are like those regarding your attitude towards
"the Red Cross, I cannot conceive Mr. Dooley's action.

I alweys remember your statements at the mass
meeting which opened the campaign of the first executive
committee of our chapter, and your private conversations
with respect to the work of the Red Cross, and they bring
to my memory your firm, conscientous, heartfelt, unosten-
tatious attitude in favor of that institution, better
loved and admired when better known. Begides, the un-
tiring, intelligent work of Mrs. Yager and Diana through
the past year has been a source of inspiration to me.

It seems impossible, when we act in good faith,
with the whole of our souls in the work on hand, that
we should receive an injury in exchange. But this is

the old story of Humanity. Nevertheless, our knowledge
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SUPRERE LOURT OF PORTO RICC

g I:IEVIILIO DEL TORO

ASSGCIATE JUSTICE
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of the human heart teaches us to have faith in the ulti-
mate victory of every noble cause and every correct at-
titude. And your attitude and that of your family with
regard to the Red Cross is so well known and so generally
admired that, I think, Mr. Dooley's statements can do you.
no harm,
As for me, 1et‘me express my sorrow for thié incident

and tell you that all my sympathy is with you on this oc-
casion.

Sincerely yours,

/;’w«/f P B o b

'
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August 25, 1817,
¥y dear Ir. de I'lego;

Your very courteous letter of the 21st in-
stant was pramplly received, but this is my first
opportunity to acknowledge it.

I apprecicte very much indeed you offer of
service while in the States, and have noted elso
with interest your suggestion as to employees of
the Hose ¢ Eepresentatives, end ths reconmmenda-
tions in the matter of appoiniments. I assure
you that I shall give most ecareful songideration
to them all, and I hops that we shell be able to
poss the necessary revenue measures so as to naké
it possible for me to approve your very proper
suggestfoné 18 to the Pouse employees.

I trust that the ebjects of your pisit to
the continent will be fully accomplished and thot
your healih and strength will be grectly improveé
by your trip.

Tith best wishes for you and pour family,

I am,
Pery sincerely pours,

Jovernor.

Honorgble José de I'iego,
Hotel Ansgonia
New York City.
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San Juan, P. R., June 12, 1918,

The attached memorandum has been sent to ¥Mr. J. V.
Blanco, Secretary of the Porto Rico Chapter, American
Red Cross, and Mr. Charles Hartzell, Chalrman, for
presentation to the Cfficers and uempers of the
Executive Committee of the Porto Rico Chapter, American

Red Cross.

Fegpectfully

HWD [M¢
¥OT FOR PUBLICATICN-:
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Sed Juam, P. R., Juns 13, 1918.
v THE OFFICERS and MEMPERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF

THE PORTG RICO CHAPTER

THE AMERICAN RED CRCSS

Fellow Members:

Refeyring to the resolution aftopted by the Executive
committee at its meeting on June 8, 1218, and pubiisnued in the
pregs of Porte Rico, I understand that the purpose of the reso-
iution wes to advise the publie generally, and those interesated,
tnat tne Porte Rico Cuaptor of the Arerican Red grosg, nor itse
xecutive Comuittee, had any commeetion witi the staiemenis made
persopally avout the Governor of Porto Rlee by Heary ¥. Dooldy.
with such an attitude I have sympathy. The letters of April
15tn and April 17th were personal latters, =nd publisned without
the writert'e poracnal knowledge O econsent. The official letter |
to My. ¥, . Roberts wag of April 23, 1918, =npd has never been
publiished. The rasolution adspted does nol seem, therefore,
to cover the case, pub when analyzed naXes two accusations:

wirgt - That the Chairman avuged the trust and conflidence
placed in nim by using the name of the Porte Rico Chapter sfor
roggons perscnal to himself,' and

Second - That woen doing 30 he made fnlse statements against
tne Governcr of Porto Rigo,

in eruder woxds, lenry ¥W. bocley Wasg, gven hthough there
were present seven members of ihe bar, includisg two Justlces
of the Supreme Court, seondenned unheard® and "branded as a liar®
and his motives lmpugned. tnerefore, especially in view of the
furtuer fact that at the meeilng held June 10, 1818, tle Executi&e
committee refused to recelve or take uote of an important letter
pesring on the subject of the resolution, I now make the following
demands:

Pirst* That the resoclution adepted June 3, 1918, be
expunged from the minutes, ant that notice to that effect duly
certiried ve forwarded to the Honorarls Woordrew Wilgon, the

President of the United States and tne President of the American



Red Cross; to the Press, both in Spanish and in ¥nglish, to the

same extent and liberality as the coPles of the original reso-

lut ion were diztributed; to eacn and every lember of the Executive
Committee, and to all other officlals or individuals in Porto Rico,
or in the "nited States froper, to whom were given or gent coples
of the resolution adopted,

Second: That lmmediately thersafter A condlete,
thorough and impartial investigation be made by umrajudiced
ceitizens of the cirenrmstances and facts alleged in thne resolution
adopted, and that said citizens revort to tue Exacutivea Comnittes,
at the earlieat date Prasticable, their findings, and that upon
receipt of said report the Executive Compittee or the Porto Rico
Chapter of the Americsn Red Cross take suenh action as in its
Judgment may be necessary In order tv serve the cause of truth
and justice, and protect the goed name of the Amer ican Red Cross
and 1ts loeal Chapter.. 'The reasonableness of these deusnds will,
without doubt, be appreciated by eacn and avery member of the
Executive Committee,

I taka the liherty of suggesting that a special meeting
of the Committes be called for this purpose.

I have the nhonor to remain
Respectfully yours

/—-':-\ .‘41 .
C . _// —~ Al
n‘—-‘_.__‘ &y Ve P —

-
Member of the Porto Rico Chapter's
ExXecut ive Committee
and
Former Chairman of the Chapter.

EWD/ue
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Honéréble Arthur Yager
Governor of Porto Rico
-

San'guéﬁ,.rorto Rico
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San Juan, P. R., June 18, 1918

The Honorable Arthur Yager
Governor of Porto Rico

San Juan,.

Sir:

I had the honor to address you on June twelfth and to
enclose in sald communication a copy of the document I had sent
the Chairman and Secretary of the Executive Committee of the
Porto Rico Chapter of the Zmerican Red Cross. I have had no-
tning from you in reply to said communication, but was advised
from a most authoritative course, a day or two after sending the
same to you, that the Executive Committee would take no action
on my statement because you approved the pasgsage of the resolution,
and that the Committee would take any action which was agreeable
to you. I could not belleve that such statements could be true,

However, yesterday at the meeting of the Executive
Committee, Mr, O. M. Sewell, after my communication to the Com—
mittee nad been read, moved that it be lald upon the table. Justice
Emilio del Toro then” amended this motion with the statement that
the subject had been previously discussed, and that it was well
for the Commlttee once and for all to terminate the matter, and
that the request and demands of Mr. Dooley be denied. Justice
del Toro!s amendment was carried, and Mr. Sewell's motion as
amended was then put and adopted. As a passing observation 1t
mignht be sald that nothing 1s settled "once and for all® until
it is settled right.

Mr. Hartzell ( Chairman of the Executive Committee) then
read to the Committee a letter receilved from you approving the
action of the Executive Committee in passing the resolution, and
thanking them for doing so. This communication of yours to
Mr. Hartzell confirms in substance the unbellevable reports that

e
came tg?as ?\ated above,
L\

i

'_‘ \ *
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Arthur Yager 2 8/18/18

Such being the case therefore,

I,now, challenge you to deny publicly the truth of the
stiatements made by me in my personal letters written to Mr, F,
C. Roberts, Special Agent, U, S. Department of-Labor, under dates
of April 16 and April 1%, 1918, and which Were published without
the wrilter's desire, knowledge and consent in "Justicia¥ May
26, 1918, and in Porto Rico Progress, May 31, 1918, and

Further I challenge you to deny Publicly the statements
made by me over my signature as Chalrman of the Porto Rico Chapter
of the American Red Cross in my official letter to Mr, F, C.
Roberts, Special Agent, U. S. Department of Labor, under date of
April 13, 1918, wnich letter has not been published. I, there-
fore, send you copy of the sald letter of April 13, 1918.

I shall appreciate acknowledgment of this communication,

| and any other comments that in your Judgment 1t may seem right

and proper to make.
I have tine nonor to remain

Respectfully yours
~ )

Con . 1.
e O

HWD [uC
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( Copy )
April 13, 1918.

Hon. F. C. Roverts A
Special Agent, U. S. Department of Labor
San Juan, P. R.

Sir:

Your letter of April 11lth 1is before me, and
contents very carefully noted. A8 Chairman of the
Porto Rico Chapter of the amer ican Red Cross I 4o not
feel that I should enter into a discussion of any
matter except such as pertains directly to the work
of the Porto Rico Chapter of the American Red Cross.

Some of the questions are of such a nature that
I cannot discuss them officlially.

1 may say, however, that the Governor's point
of view in regard to the importance of the work of the
American Red cross in Porto Riceo is very aifferent, 80
far as I can Jjudge, from that of many enthuslastle
members of our Chapter. Certain proclamations or
statements of the President of the Unilted States in
regard to the Red Cross the Governor was requested to
nave lssued here formally by him as Governor of the
Island, He promised on two occasions to do this, but
1 regret to say the proclamations or gtatements by the
President in the cases recited were not published.

In another case the Governor was written to on
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a subject which in the minds of many members of our
Executive Committee was deemed a very important and vital
one, but no reply was ever received. |
This letter is written in reply to your com-
minication for your official Information, and not for
publicaion.
. I have the honor to remain
Respectfully yours
(8ed) H. ¥. Dogley

Chairman, Porto Rico chapter
American Red Cross.

HWD /MC

&
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governor of Porto Rico L
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American Red Crosg passed a cer taln Re ~.1J_uui‘.,u., Wi.iCh auas ag-—

peared, 1n both Englisi and Spanilsa, 1o the publlc Pressiof

Porto Lico. I have walted siice tuat date, talok!

tliat pos-
¢ or private gauioulilcenmant or
gtatenent In reference to said Resclutilon,

As the Resolution in questicn certainly does not henelfild
tne Anerican Red Cross, nor the local Chepter, nor the Governor
of Porto Rico, nor Henry W. Docley, Al(yould seem il
adeption and publication of sald Ragclution was unwise and 111-
advised, aud as the Resolution was sdopted withoutl askiug Henry
W. Dooley to make any explansgtlon, to uaxe any statemelts, or to
subwlt any documents to the Executive Commilttee, sald Henry We
Doolsy was, vy Lhe alopvion of sald Resolutl lon, condewnad withoul
Leing Leard, sueh geillon under zuca clrcuwunstances bolig west
surprisirg, considering the fact thiat seven memvers of the

ComLitt€epresent were members of the legal profession.

fodo

by P T b g - e R .
V& CL‘MLLL‘JVQG o1 vile _1.'.;'-3":..5. wiigp el wiJisd
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RO Julilel ac Ot il Iegald to tiie Resolution a2t its meet i,[_g;,,

weld June 10tn, but on the other hand refused t ‘aceive a

very luportant letter bearing on the Resolutlon, and ln the
abgsence of agy pudlic or private anncuncenent or statewent TYxom
you on the subject of the Resolution, I am, therefore, demanding
that the Executive Committ of the Porto Rieco Chapter of tne

Awericzr Red Cross have the Resolutlon expunged Trom the ninutes,
nd I er olso denandlag a complete, tuorough snd lupartial

F . % 4 - 3 T e parie S 3 e - 5 o

linvestigation. I encleoge uerewlth copy of gy coummunlcation to

tile OfT icers and Iewdrers of the FExecutive Counittees
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San Juan, P. R., June 12, 1918,

70 THE OFFICERS and MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMUITTEE OF

THE PORTO RICO CHAPTER

THE AMERICAN RED CR

Fellow lMembers:

Referring to the resolution adopted by the Executive
Committee at its meeting on June 3, 1918, and published in the
Press of Porto Rico, I undersgtand that the purpose of the resgo-
lution was to advise the public generally, and those interested,
that the Porto Rico Chapter of the American Red Cross, nor its
Executive Committee, had any connection with the statements made
perscnally about the Governor of Porto Rico by Henry W. Dooley.
With such an attitude I have sympathy. The letters of April
15th and April 17th were personal letters, and published without
the writer's personal xnowledge or consent. The official letter
to Mr. ¥, C. Roberts was of April 13, 1918, and has never been
published. The resolution adopted does not seem, therefore,
t0 cover the case, but when analyzed makes two accusations:

First - That the Chairman abused the trust and confidence
Placed in him by using the name of the Porto Rico Chapter *for
reasons personal to nimself,¥ and

Second - Thal when doing so he made false statements against
the Governor of Porto Rico.

In cruder words, Henry W. Dooley was, even though there
were present seven members of the dbar, including two justices
of the Supreme Court, "condemned unheard” and #*branded as a liar®
and his motives impugned. Therefore, especially in view of the
further fact that at the meeting held June 10, 1918, the Executive
Committee refused to receive or take note of an important letter
bearing on the subject of the resolution, I now make the following
demands:

Firgt: That the resolution adopted June 3, 1918, de
expunged from the minutes, and that notiece to that effect duly
certifled be forwarded to the Honorable Woodrow Wilson, the

President of the United States and the President of the American
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Red Cross; to the Press, both in Spanish and in English, to the
same extent and liberality as the coples of the originai reso-
lution were distributed; to each and every Member of the Executlve
Committee, and to all other officials or individuals in Porto Rico,
or in the United States proper, to whom wWere given or sent coples
of the rasolution adopted,

Second: That immediately thereafter a complete,
thorough and impartial investigation be made by unprejudiced
citizens of the cireumnstances and facts alleged in the resolution
adopted, and Shat sald citizens report to the Executive Committee,
at the eariiest date practicable, their findings, and that upon
receipt of sald report the Executive Committee of the Porto Rigo
Chapter of the Ameridan Red Cross take such action as in its
Judgment may be necessary in order to serve the cause of truth
and justice, and protect the good name of the Amerlcan Red Cross
and its local Chapter. The reasonableness of these demands will,
without doudbt, be appreciated by each and every member of the
Executive Committee,

I take the libverty of suggesting that a special meeting
of the Committee be called for this purpose.

I have the honor to remain

Respactruily yours

' VY rmm——— ¢ L™= —

2 3 3
Member of the Porto Rico‘chapteﬁgs
Executive Conmittee
ang
Former Chalrman of the Chapter.

HWD /K
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June 16, 1918

Mr., Charles Hartzell, Chairman
Porto Rico Chapter, A. R, C.

San Juan, Y. R,

¥y dear ¥r. Chalrman:

Since writing ry letter to you of tne 12tnh,
in which I enclege copy of a memorandum for the
¥embern or the Executive Committee, I concluded to
send 2 coly of the same to the Governor of Porto
Rico, thinking that he rirht wish to mako gome
statement to you, or to the Members of the Comw
mittee, regarding the rasolution adcpted hy the
Executive Committee at 1ts meeting June 3, 1918,

The foregolng rfor your information and guidance.

Very truly yours

O v

- ?Y . ;?%‘.\_"7
HWD /10




Yovember 18, 1918.

¥y dear Judge:

I have uot had time to acknowledge befors thiz
noucnt the of your ecnt letier w fi r'
to the ” tac a o ence, I assure you ¢ a I l
ecargin ng carsfu eausiéarattou to your suggestion.
repa t as sound and sensible asg ara all qf’po:&ﬁizis
gestions with reference to the judiciary of

ig you will doubtless soc ts t&c news qpc T have

at Iaat eoaoluded to pronote uorcs vacant
post ¥r. R pcrs yas to ;njidbl kim in
the ﬁfisea? J;uadtllc.

Tith the highest personal consideration, I am
Sincerely yours,

Copernor.

Fon. Emilio del Toro,

Agssociate Jusiice .

Supreme Court of ﬁertt Rieo.
San Juan, P.8.


















THANKSGIVING DAY
; PICNIC

1104 NOVEMBER 27, 1919.

MEMBERS _TEC_Z_K_ET
$5 ._Q,#O | THIS TICKET ll

| ENTITLES HOLDER |
TO DINNER

ADMITS HIMSELF,

WIFE & CHILDREN

| |
AND

|  AMUSEMENTS |

\3

/‘ % l“d g
CHAIRMAN ENTERTAINM COM‘MTTEE

NTERSIGNED:

Ec'Y & TREAS, ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE.
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Meetn:

1%t. & Jrd. Wedneaday

of eacl month
g O |
at & pv-m.

./

ELKS CLUB
Plaza Principal

S i 2
A JUAN 1ODGE ot

SAN JUAN,
PORTQO RICO

Novegber 19, 1918.
GOVERNOR ARTHUR 1YAGER,
San Juan, P. R.

My dear Governor;-

It ic the eruest wizh of Jan Juen Lodge No. 97z,
Bs Pe Os Elks, that you uccept tho enclosed licket which ig presented
with the complimenis of tho brethern and it is hoped thot you may te
uble to be with us on Thanksgiving Day.

The Picnic is to be held on the grounds of the .
Forto Rico Fhotoplueys, Inca, at Step 31, Hato Rey, and the festiviiies
will begin about 12.C0 o'clnok lNoon. Dinner-will be served at 2.00
o'clock p.nm.

With cinecero wishes from San Junn Lodge No. 97z,

B. P. C, Blks, I am

—
Youlegetryd
="
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Paris,39 Boulevard Haussmanr.
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LORENZIO SEMPLE .
JOHN PMURRAY.
PAUL FULLER,JR.

CHARLES B.SAMUELS. @
HOWARD THAYER KINGSBURY.
JAMES BARCLAY. /M/ /ﬂ/ }
JAMES E.HOPKINS.

CHARLES A.CONLON.

Decenber 9, 19i9,

Ionerable Arthur Yager,
Governor of Torto-Rico,
San-Juan, P.R,

'y dear Covernor Yager:-

Sorme time ago ibile about to visit
the Tepublic of Cuba, you gave me a very nice lettser of ine
troduction to the American Minister at llavana,

' I am going again to Cuba in January,
te organize a very iwportant business enterprise that will
give credit to Forto-Fico, and I dare to request you to again
write o lett r of introduction to the new Auerican inister

in Tavana so that my identity and ;rofessional integrity way

be known to him for any reference or report that may be requir-
ed., In this connection may T remind you of my past services
as District Judge and Counsel to the Superior Board of Healthy
vhile in Porto-Rico.

T é}fﬁ‘f am not imposing too much upon
your kindness,_aﬂd with %est BErsonal regards to I'rs. Yager,
frem ¥rs. Dominguez and yeelf , believe me fratefully and
sincerely yours, X S f /

/
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

WASHINGTON.

lé6th of Merch
i 9 2 0

My deaxr Governor:

The President has been good enough 4o
gend me your letter of March 2nd and I am enclosing
copy of a letter I am sending him to-day.

I trust that you are very well and that
things are moving along well with you.

Sincerely yours,

Hon. Arthur Yager

Governor of Porto Rice
San Juan

(enclosure)
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I tava regoivel Lhe letiter sdlressed %o

FJou Txom Joveimor Arthar Yaper of rovio Hieo, rocy e
medidng Jxe . Re fpelnse, of New York, for the poesi-
tion of sizinistrator in fhe Virgin ¥ Tedands L5 8
chagne L8 u%ﬁ in the pethod of iw sdninistration.
ot of the - wm’baw ¢35 the Comeitles that went sown
to u}.t} ‘m..,pia islond® Lelieved thet the time kad
eone Vhen the govermuerd of these isimnds should be
*,a‘. aivwil or Lm,tﬁ.i. b teken owt of the sentral af
She lovy .mew zﬂ*nm L was very r*l‘m the Gome iteeo
anh Jovn wd o ode, an 1% 814, # thorensh investigoe
*1% wm ﬁtu&y of enw:itmm in the telanée. L
Jland o s Lhel Jadoe ,,mmmh Ohm “"L;..’ naf the
wn;un*m.@ Ahwm‘riws MQ'& ii‘h'i?w "A- 1}'@ 3 Gbiﬁi‘ ent hﬁ.ﬂ-&ﬂs
the Lavel Afloirs Conwlbtee and ateyof Jﬁﬁt tan £d.
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I, P. Form “LL"
GOVERNMENT OF PORTO RICO

INSULAR POLICE

HEADQUARKTERS

ADDRESS ALL OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS
TO THE
CHIEF OF INSULAR PGLICE
SAN JUuAaN, P, R.

san Jusn, P. R.,
April 30, 1920.

The Honorable
The Governor of Porto Rico,

San Juan, Porto Rico.

Sir:

In addition to previous information furnished
you on the subject, I have the homor to submit the
following relative to recent developments in the
stevedores strike which is now in progress in Porto
Rico.

¥r. Andrés Rodriguez Vera, leader of the Porto
Rico Pederation of Labor, informs me that some of
the agitators of the San Juan Union of Stevedores
have gone to various ports of the Island during the
past two or three days and have caused some misunder-
standing and discontent smong the members of the Porto
Rico Federation of Labor, specially at Mayaguez and
Pongce. However, the loecal leaders at Ponce yesterday

and this morning requested instructions from their



\ =D

leader Mr. Rodriguez Vera, who advised them by tele=-

graph to continue work and it is believed that this will
clear up the sitwation so far as the Porto Rican Federation
of Labor is coneerned for the present.

All boate thus far are being loaded and unloaded by
members of the Porto Rican Federation of Labor and labor-
ers recruited at Aguadilla and other points in the Western
part of the Island, and up to the present, the work is about
up to schedule with the exception of the s/s "BRAZOS"™ which
sailed about twenty hours late and one cargo boat which is
tied up at Arecibo on which mo work at all is being done.

The port of Arecibeo is the only one other than San Juan
which is contrelled by the same Union as San Juan with the
poseible exception of Humacao which I presume is normal for
the reason that I have received no information regarding
the strike from that point. .

I have been informed by Mr. R. A. Nadal, General Agent
of the New York & POrto Rico Steamship Company that there is
a possibility of steamship crews salling ocut of the port of
New York going on strike om May 1, 1920. There has been
much talk of this but up to the present he has received no
definite information on the subject.

Very respectfully,

/n’
Mor/ Aot f?/%g Chief

WFD: SM of Insular Police.






SE ¥/

Henry WiLtiamsoNn DooLrey
PORTO RICO
P. O. BOX 551
CABLE ADDRESS:
“DOOLEY" SAN JUAN. %%%La%, z%ﬂfﬂ ;@6'60
Feb 19 1921

Honorable Arthur Yager
governor of Porto Rico
San Juan, Porto Rico

My dear Sir:
I have the honor to advise yousy On behalfl

of Mrs. Dooley and myself, that we take mued pleasure

in offering to you the use of rifty (50) acres of land

at Puntas Marias property, in comnection with the

campaign against buvonic plague, if you and the authorities
think the property suitable in any way for sSuch purpose.

This is the /property used during the war
by the United States for the Target Range, and 1is offered

ror the use of the authoritles free of all expense.

I\have the honor to remain

Most respectfully yours

D S M

HWD/MC
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En el Hearing celebrado en el Salin de la Cimara de Representantes

el dia veintitres de Abril de/mil novecientos diecinueve.

R

: ; A ;

Senor Presidente: o A

Distinguidos Representantes del Congreso de los Estados
Unidos: \

Me doy cuenta de la inmensa responsabilidad mia en estos
momentos, Soy el ultimo en hablar en este acto solemmne. Hablo
en nombre de Ja Unién de Puerto Rico. Represento al Partido
que-en las ultimas elecciones obtuvo una mayoria de treinta mil
votos sobre el partido republicano v de setenta mil sobre el parti-
do socialista, no llegando a constituir ambas agrupaciones juntas
un numero de votantes igual al de los votantes unionistas, que
excedieron de noventa nul.

¢ Qué desean los unionistas? j;Qué quieren los Republicanos
Puertoriquetios? 3 Qué piden los socialistas? Este es el pro- 3 Qué significé ose proceso 18 veinte afios? i Cudles fueron
blema que dﬂ‘mm manera L‘tmfllsu._ aga, € indecisa, ha [I}'Hl“ﬂd{‘i practicamente sus resultados en la cdueacion de nuestro m“.m”?
€n estos hEﬂI‘lIlgB ante vosotros. Y O VOV & aclarar los tl.‘l'll'lill{]s.- L.a Iﬂ"l"“.'.ll'll“i't es facil de econtesta's comparamos los esfuerzos he-
dﬂ ese pl‘ﬂhl!?um . Sﬂ]llﬂS .IGS unionistas el centro, por decirlo ﬂﬁf. chos por nuestira I,L'Hib]i]”“'!l 3 l; [li”["l'ﬂ oastado .en miestras es-
de la opinién puertorriqueiia. Habéis visto aqui a nuestra juven- cuelas con el resultado de las miimas en ur]n-[-m-mp bajo la direc-
tud representada bajo el nombre de Asociacion Independentista, c¢ién y la influncia de ese poder Gecutivo., Se ]”.{,ﬁ‘mim enSega T
o1diéndoos a todo trance, inmediatamente, la independencia de. 2 nuestros ninos en ¢l idioma WHESs v se insistis ey otra. vey
to.-Rico. Ellos militan en las filas de nuestro partido. Hablan en o ' ‘

nombre del sentimiento general de la isla. Son ellos la voz del
porvenir que alienta y fortalece nuestro espiritu. Habéis visto,

lo aprendieron estos hombres que os han acompainado por la isla
v que os han hablado en vuestro propio idioma.

Ikn lo econémieo, dependiendo como dependemos de vuestras
tarifas, este pueblo esta a merced de ellas, sufriendo continua-
mente crisis tremendas que agitan y conmueven en lo més intimo
sus clementos naturales de vida, trastornandolos, ¥ haciéndonos
perder toda orientacion posible en el camino de nuestra seguri-
dad y en nuestros propositos de progreso y bienestar. En virtud
de la proteceién que dispensasteis a nuestro azicar, Puerto Rico
¢xtendio sus plantaciones de cana, ocupando hasta las mas altas
colinas de nuestro pais. Y tuvimos un progreso grande'y verti-
ginoso que Influyé enormemente en el animo de nuestro pueblo
hacia un porvenir de mayor felicidad . Hicimos grandes presu-
pucstos para completar nuestras esceuelas y nuestra red de carre-
teras. A mas de cinco millones, contando con los presupuestos
municipales, ascendieron nuestras asignaciones anmuales para es-
cuelas y a mas de un millon las que hicimos para carreteras, sin
contar con los empréstitos que por mis de tres millones hemos vo-
tado en nuestra legislatura para esta importante rama de nues-
{ro servicio publico. Practicamente las carreteras de nuestra Is-
ia forman una gran tela-arana que se extiende de Norte a Sur y
de Kste a Oeste, no habiendo una sola poblacién a donde no se
pueda ir en automovil.

por muchas millas de distancld; “Uestyos intereses son en algunos
momentos incompatibles con los estros: no habldis nuestro idio-
ma, no podéis encanzar nuestro Meblp en la manera v forma co-
INo nosotros podemos t'llr:lllx“rl"l‘ﬁl‘qun 1o lo conocéis. Veinte
anos de proceso, durante los cuies hahais pretendido establecer
un sistema de americanizacion s prgeticamente tendfa a anu-
lar 1a presonalidad de nuestro PUblo, han demostrado cudn gran-
de es la equivocacidn que comet i€von Jos que constituyeron aqui
aquella Asamblea Legislativa ¢'Ha enal estaba de una parte la
voluntad del pueblo vy de ofra Darte yy Consejo Iijecntivo, non-
brado por vuestro Presidente, U8 actuaba como una alta Céma-
ra, oponiéndose a toda evolueildi¥natyral v 16gica de oste pueblo
hacia los verdaderos principios (@ libertad v democracia.
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de otro_lado, a hombres, ya maduros, produciéndose contra ese
sentimiento y rebuscando soluciones contrarias a la realidad v a
la naturaleza de las.cosas; hombres que, en su ¢onvencionalismo
Ilogan al extremo de predisponer vuestro dnimo contra nosotros
acusiandonos de desleales o traidores a viiestra handera -y llevan-
do a nuestras almas la desconfianza v cl desaliento.
Yo debo deciros que ¢l Partido:Union de Puerto Rico se sien-
te tan americano, en el alto concepto de esta palabra, como el que
mas; que los unionistas hemos bebido en las fuentes de vuestras
mstituciones y de los grandes principios que forman vuestro cre-
do ¥ que s0mos, como vosotros, senores representantes, los des-
cendientes de los que emigraron de Europa, libres de prejuicios
de raza y de preocupaciones legendarias, con el ansia de establecer
cn el continente americano, sobre bases firmes, la vida de la liber-
tad'y del derecho. |
Cuando los Estados Unidos entraron en la reciente guerra
mundial, el partido Uniéon de Puerto Rico, constituido en asam-
blea magna y soberana, levant6 su voz hasta vuestro Presidente
para ofreceros voluntariamente el concurso de sus hombres,
cuando aun no habiais legislado en vuestro Congreso establecien-
do' el servicio obligatorio. Y en ese momento supremo, cuando
mayores pruebas de lealtad se requeria de todo buen americano,
los republicanos, nuestros adversarios, los que alardean aqui de
un americanismo mayor que el nuestro, los que de modo 1mplicito
y velado, ‘por boca de sus representantes en este hearing nos lla-
man deésleales, trataron de ridiculizar nuestro patriético acuerdo
colocindolo en un cuadro y en sitio eulminante de su mas autori-
zado periddico “‘El Tiempo’’, a la vez que hicieron uso de aquella
actitud nuestra, en el pasado periodo electoral, para llevar al ani-
mo de los electores la idea de que los habiamos comprometido sin
su'voluntad en una empresa a la cual no estaban obligados ni se
sentian dispuestos.

He dicho que somos sinceramente americanos y dije la otra
noche que el Partido Unionista deseaba que los destinos del pue-
blo,de Puerto Rico estuvieran unidos para siempre a los destinos
do vuestra gran nacién. Os quise decir con ello, que Puerto Rico
desea viviry desenvolver su vida hasta llegar a la mayor compe-
netracion posible eon ¢l pueblo americano al amparo de esa glo-
riosa bandera de las estrellas y las franjas. Sentado ésto, hay
ahora una cuestién esencial que divide a unionistas y a republi-
canos: la incorporacion o né de Puerto Rico a los Estados Unidos.

Ese es todo el problema y es ésta toda la cuestién, la winica

cuestion, que desde el punto de vista de vosotros esta casi resuel-
ta desde el momento en que nos disteis el Acta Foraker, una ley
especial ¢n virtud do la cual Puerto Rieo, con personalidad pro-
pia se regia como un pueblo distinto de vesotros y bajo una orga-
nigacion distinta a la de vuestros territorios incorporados. Y des-
do ¢l momento también en que por medio del Acta Jones, que es
igunlmenteuna ley espeeial, aplicisteis a Puerto Rico, como parte
de su constitucidon los principios de la constitucion americana.
no implicitamente como resultado de la ciudadania que nos otor-
gisteis, 8Sindé explicitamente, con la sola diferencia de que dejis-
teis a nuestra Legislatura la facultad de establecer el Gran 7 ra-
do y con el propésito de que rigiésemos y encauzdsemos nuestra vi-
da bajo los altos principios de vuestra constitucién.

K1 Partido Unionista rechaza la incorporacion de Puerto Ri-
co a los Estados Unidos, Nuestro leader Muifioz Rivera asi lo de-
clard el afio 1916 y toda nuestra politica y todas nuestras declara-
ciones han estado siempre contestes en este punto esencial.

No es ésta una enestion puramente sentimental: es una eues-
tion econdmica y es una cuestion étnica que estd de acuerdo enn
log prineipios generales de la naturaleza humana: Nuestra men-
talidad 110 €A/ ht vuestra; nuestra i1sla estd ;3==!‘[‘ail';nl.’l de vosolros
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“PUES BIEN; YO DEBO ACEPTAR LA
RESPONSABILIDAD QUE TENGO ANTE EL

PUEBLO, EN ESTA CUESTION DE DIGNI-
DAD. NO VENDEREMOS NUESTRA LIBER-
TAD A NINGUN PRECIU. [ A QUEREMOS
AUNQUE NOS MURAMOS DE HAMBRE.”
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en tan enorme disparate sin atender |, voz ni la protesta de nues-
tro pueblo. Cada uno de VOSOLIOS nodréis comprender la tortura
gque se forma en la mente de un mii, cuando en vez de recibir, en
Su propio idioma, las explicaciones de |, asignatura que se le tra-
la de ensciar, las recibe en i idiong oxtratio. Aparte de otros
motivos (que yvo no quirl'n L’KI”-I-“{‘F UIL eSTOS momnentos, 68a v no
otra es ln causa prineipal de que Wos ¢pantos miles de puertorri-
quenos no sepan leer ni eseribif ¢y, Puerto Rico. Nifios hubo
(ue salieron del tercer grado de hs cseyelas habiendo aprendido
lll_m‘unibrnult*nlv unas ¢uantas t'”:‘-ﬂj c1 i],!_r],".,-“ pero sin saber leer
11 eseribir ni explicar el coneepto Ge |45 COSaS que habian aprendi-
do. No sabian de ellos mismos i (, |, naturaleza que los rodea
una sola palabra. Sus padres, Polreg campesinos, no teniendo
con qué sostenerlos en la escuela necesitando en cambio de su
ayuda, tuvieron que resolverse al tiy, , desistir de su instrueelon.
Y no es que scamos refrac¢tdos 4 1a ensefianza del idioma
iu__uh":i . PPor el confrario, reconoctin Vv senfimos la gran neees-
dad de ]H!:u‘.'i‘l‘!” como un factor 'F - 4*{;”1;{- a nuestra vida: pero
(ueremes ensenarlo como unad askn;tyra preferente, tal ¥ como

Y cuando estibamos en el camino de esta gran prosperidad
deeldisteis, como una medida necesaria para vuestros fines, reba-
Jar en vuestras tarifas el tipo protector de nuestros aztcares, de-
teniendo, de un sélo golpe, con esta medida fatal, todo el progreso
de Puerto Rico y alterando en todos sus érdenes su-vida financie-
r'a; porque aunque tenemos otros produetos, conro el café, el ta-
baco y las frutas, ninguno de ellos emplea tantos hrazos, ninguno
de ellos llega hasta el fondo de las necesidades de nuestro pueblo
como el producto azucarero. Y el conflicto vino a pesar de nues-
tras protestas y de nuestras demandas. Nuestros clamores se
perdieron en el espacio, nuestro pueblo se encontrd envuelto en
1a mayor miseria y nuestro tesoro tuvo que apelar a serias medidas
de economja para poder nivelar los gastos con los ingresos de la
[sla. Se hablé en Washington de la necesidad de imponerle un
tributo al cafe extranjero para proteger el nuestiro y vo recuerdo
las frases de uno de vuestros representantes que di:ju': “*No esta-
mos dispuestos a proteger a un millén de habitantes para encare-
cer la vida de cien millones y gravar asi el plato de nuestros po-
bres”, No pensasteis seguramente en ese momento que al propio
tiempo favoreciais a unos cuantos productores de arroz en los Es-
tados Unidos sin considerar que ese era el alimento principal del
pobre en Puerto Rico. Hicisteis vuestra tarifa de acuerdo con
vuestro pensamiento, desde vuestros puntos de vista, v en conso-
Lancla con vuestras propias necesidades, sin tener en cuenta las
nuestras. Declardis, por ejemplo, libre la lana, el vestido de vues-
1ros pobres, y no hacéis lo mismo con el algodon que es el vestido
de los nuestros. Y en este conflicto de intereses, en esta gran cues-
Li0n financiera, esta precisamente todo el problema de nuestra Is-
la en relacién con vosotros. Pasada la guerra, que levantd por un
azar de nuestro destino el precio de nuestro aziicar, habremos de
encontrarnos otra vez frente a la gran crisis que provocasteis en
nuestro suelo y que trajo nuestra ruina, porque las circunstancias
no bhan variado . Volveremos a sentir aquellos terribles: efectos
que determinaron la quiebra de unas cuantas factorias de aziicar
Yy que obligaron a muchos colonos puertorriqueiios a entregar sus

tierras hipotecadas a las grandes corporaciones porque no pudie-
ron cumplir sus compromisos. . Volverd la erisis, y sin nuestro
azicar y nuestro café protegidos, que son nuestros productos
principales, yo os quiero hacer presente la enormidad extraordi-
naria que resulta del hecho de que nosotros estemos obligados a
vivir bajo el margen protector de vuestra tarifa, en virtud de la
cual, vuestros productos monopolizan nuestro mercado levantan-
do sus precios dos o tres veces mas de lo que podriamos obtener
¢n cualquier otro mercado del mundo y de lo que podriamos obte-
ner de vosotros mismos si no rigiese aqui el arancel protector de
vuestros productos industriales, porque cuando vendéis para el
cxtranjero, lo hacéis en competencia eon el precio de otros mor
cados, mientras que a nosotros nos aplicais vuestros preeios do-
mesticos, v aun a veees excediéndoos del margen de vuestra tari-
fa' en virtud del monopolio que e¢ntrafia tal sistema de tributa-
cion. De los sesenta y cinco millones que representa nuestra im-
portacion, os podemos asegurar enfiticamente que veinte millo-
res, por lo menos, representan el tributo de Puerto Rico a las in-
dusfrias de vuestro pais,

Abrid vuestra tarifa, tomad los artienlos de
dad,-el arroz, por ejemplo, que estuvo gravado con dos centavos
de derecho hasta el 1914 y desde entonces con un centavo por li-
bra, lo cual representé antes un tributo para nosotros de dos
millones ochocientos mil délares. y rcpresenta ahora un tributo
de un millon cuatroeientos mil délares sobre el millén cuatroeien-
{08 mil quintales de dicho cereal que en promedio consurme ar_iu.al-
mente Puerto Rico. Y. 51 seguis levendo vuestro arancel veréis
que cada uno de los articulos que produeis ¥ que nos imponéis es.

primera necesi-




la protegido por un veinte, un cincuenta y hasta un ciento por
ciento sobre el valor y comprenderéis la i;npurtﬂnria del grava-
men que eso representa para nuestra vida. Comprenderéis enton-
ces lo que significa la gran dificultad que entraina ese problema de
que 0s bablo el senador socialista sefior Santiago Iglesias toman-

do como punto de partida de sus argumentos los beneficios que
f:hteuemns hoy en virtud de los precios anormales que ha traido
ia guerra, pero sin tener en cuenta los demds factores que antes
actuaron y que después actuardn inevitablemente, una vez estable
cida la normalidad en ¢l mundo. Ciertamente que el salario de
nuestros jornaleros no es en muchas regiones de nuestra Isla lo
que debe ser, de acuerdo con sus necesidades en el presente y coll
los beneficios que obtienen determinadas industrias; pero este
problema al fin, no puede hablar como ha pretendido el sefior Igle-
sias, en contra de nuestra capacidad, porque este conflicto entre
el capital y el trabajo es una cuestién de cardcter mundial, no ex-
clusivamente nuestro, pues otros pueblos que disponcn de sus des-
tinos y que estdn en mejores condiciones que nosotros, no han po-
dido resolverlo todavia. Pero es que el leader socialista, quao re-
presenta por primera vez casualmente a Puerto Rico en nues-
tro Senado, ha tomado este problema para él y para su politica en
contra de nosotros tomando como un asunto solo previsto por ¢l y
estudiado por él, lo que es precisamente nuestra inmensa preocu-
pacién, lo que un dia y otro dia es objeto entre nosotros de gran-
des controversias en que tiene que intervenir nuestra Legislatu-
ra v nuestro Gobierno. Pero él, que no es puertorriqueno, ha que-
1ido declararse aqui como el tinico apéstol rendentor de Puerto
Rico. El maliciosamente, ha omitido decirosque nuestra Legis-
Jatura—en donde estd en mayoria nuestro partido desde el ano

* as declaracione :

"‘“Iﬂ[l Llh dr{-{; 5 dﬁ . F g i - % 0 ;
(‘annoil. se las ugmdeﬁ_‘-‘qﬁstm s1u11}ntlcu repl eaenta_ut.q_J,
son. porque ellas nos' day 1,1 dosde lo mas profundo de mi cora-

hablaba sinceramente y A ﬁpm*tunidnd de rebatirlas. El nos
' Iecaba aquellas ideas que le ha-

hian rfidn Hll‘::']'f'“dilﬂ:l Su |le 4d, 4 Puerto Rico y que le fueron
< 1;._{1;:1*1(1115 {11 ;‘:fv‘;:ﬂ]'*_lﬂ(‘:“smll "‘1: 6] visito anteriormente a nues-
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ta y un conjun {; (¢ hombye Ireparados para dirigirlo en mayor
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e comos, 1o que valemos y lo que
vonerable representante, hy

‘%o pueblo. Y {_‘Etﬂ wl:-z Ll] xﬁlestrn
Wy .1y e recorrida por la 18la llevado
on brazos del pueblo, ha T"“ll{ij{{f :r}lltil' T 11{11111ii';11::im'1('s Tants
corazén muy [l‘{- cerca y bebey & la fuente de sus propias ideas.
Puerto Rico, SENOTes, lg o ora todo de vosotros. ;La Inde-
pendencia? [l Istado? ;g (}E,Jh'im-uu Propio? Vosotros se lo ha-
bhéis I'-‘l'i‘ﬁ“”tf“.l? ya al pueblg ¥ahora os lo va a deeir por mi boea
o] Partido Unién de Puerto I:{i,;{-, Naturalmente que la finalidad
de nuestro problema es que ﬂ]g(“'l dia podamos regir de un modo
absoluto los destinos de HUestyy patria. En un prineipio el parti-
do que represento tUvo para ty g qlidad dos soluciones: Estado
» Independencia, Y tomé ¢ asnerdo de solicitar antes un régi-
men que le ]](‘l:lﬂlt-lp]'ﬂ el gﬂhimﬂﬂ de sus asuntos locales y duran-
te ¢l cual pudiera demostray Sy ,rpl;m'ﬂ{'iﬁn para cualquera de
dichas dos finalidades. I

pendencia y pronto a salir de nuestros labios el grito q. proclama
() ideal mientras no sepamos cuil ha de ser al fin nuestro destino
cn el mundo. La Unién de Puerto Rico ha hecho siempre estas
declaragiones terminantes. Ahora mismo, con motivo de vuestra
visita a la isla, nuestro Grgano ‘‘La Democracia’’ ha venido pu-
blicando articulos dirigidos a vosotros e insertando en sus colum-
nas las declaraciones de nuestras asambleas politicas; las declara-
ciones y los discursos de nuestro gran ‘‘leader’ Luis Munoz Ri-
vera; las controversias que en determinadas ocasiones hemos te-
ndo con nuestros adversarios; los discursos pronunciados
por el actual Comisionado Residente en apoyo de nues-
tros 1deales, todo un conjunto, por viltimo, de datos y detalles que
Yo omito leeros en este momento para no cansar mas vuestra aten-
¢1om, pero que os los entrego para que formen parte de esta expo-
sicion mia y queden en ¢l record de este hearing.

Y voy a concluir. Los puertorriqueiios no debemos jamis
presentar a vosotros nuestro problema en una forma agresiva, en
aquella forma que implique la idea de que no queremos saber de
vosotros ni convivir con vosotros, porque no es ése el sentimiento
de Puerto Rico. El sentimiento de Puerto Rico es todo lo contra-
110. Puerto Rico os quiere y 0os ama como a hermanos, y 0s agra-
dece grandemente todos los beneficios recibidos hasta el presen-
t¢ de vuestra liberalidad y de vuestra generosidad y tiene puesta
su fe y su confianza en vuestro pueblo; per6 creo también que los
americanos no deben expresar jamis ante nosotros idea alguna.
que 1mplique su afin de predominio sobre la base de ser nuestros
conquistadores y los representantes de un pueblo grande que se
cree superior cuando le habla a un pueblo humilde y pequeno, por-

que eso hiere el sentimiento de nuestra dignidad y rebela nuestra
condicion latina.

1904 en que se constituyé esta Unién de Puerto Rico, vencedora
en todas las eleceiones desde entonces ¥ muchas veces dueia ab-
soluta de la legislacion, pues las minorias no pudieron traer a
nuestras Camaras un solo representante,—¢él no os ha dicho, repi-
to, una sola palabra de las leyes que hemos votado tendentes a re-
mediar esos males; no os ha dicho ¢. hemos votado una ley de 1m-
demmnizaciones a obreros, tan liberal como no la hay en muchos de
viestros Estados; no os ha dicho que hemos votado la ley preseri-
biendo las ocho horas para el {rabajo del obrero en Pto.-Rico en
los servicios publicos, lo cual ha traido como consecuencia el esta-
hlecimiento de igual medida en todas las obras de cariaeter priva-
do: no os ha dicho que hemos votado una ley regulando el traba-
jo de las mujeres y ninos; que hemos votado otra de hogares se-
vuros v que estamos esperando llevarla a cabo cuando estemos
en condiciones de hacer el empréstito querpreseribe dicha ley; y
como éstas, un gran numero que yo hare que formen parte de es-
ta exposicion. Y por 1ltimo, no os ha dicho el leader socia-
lista que hemos tenido en Puerto Rico el valor de otorgarle el pri-
vilegio del voto a los ciudadanos de 21 anos de edad, sepan 0 no
Jer y escribir, medida a la cnal debe el representante socialista
su puesto en la Legislatura. Seguramente ¢él no se atrevera fuenr:
de aqui acusar a ese pueblo, que le otorgo sus votos, de no estar
preparado para el gobierno de su pais. Cuando ¢l va a pedirle
#us votos a nuestros campesinos explotando la miseria y el dolor
de los que no pueden remediarla, y presentando a los demas par-
tidos como culpables de aquella situacion, entonces él aparenta
ereer en la capacidad de ese pueblo, entonces le cree consciente,
Je habla de sus derechos, v de la necesidad de ejercerlos eligiéndo-
I1o su representante; para después venir aqui, ante vosotros a acu-
sarlo de inepto ¢ inconsciente, lo cual podria llevaros a la conclu-
s'6n de que el senior Iglesias es aqui un representante de la 1in-
consciencia puertorriquena; y es que el senor Iglesias coincide,
por inexplicable afinidad con vuestro representante Cannon, y ¢l
asi lo ha declarado, en el punto aquel de nuestra incapacidad para
regir nuestros destinos e imponer por nosotros mismos remedio
a nuestros males. No sabemos lo que diria el seiior Iglesias si
nosotros, coincidiendo ahora con sus propias ideas, restringiéra-
mos el sufragio en nuestra Legislautra. jAh! Seguramente en-
tonces él alegaria que nuestro pueblo esta capacitado para elegir,
v volveria sobre sus propios argumentos. Todo lo cual demues-
tra, sefiores representantes, que ésto de la falta de capacidad no
es, al fin, otra cosa que el recurso usado por todos los tiranos en el
mundo y por todos los que aspiran a serlo. No estaban prepara-
dos los esclavos americanos para ser libres, al decir de los escla-
vistas. Y lo fueron gracias a Lincoln y a los esfuerzos del noble
pueblo americano. No estaban preparados tampoco nuestros es-
clavos para ser libres en el afio setenta y tres, y lo fueron gra-
¢ias a nuestra decisién y a nuestra determinacion. jAh! ;¥ quie-
‘nes son los que estdn preparados en cada pueblo para reglr sus
destinos? Hay un grupo de hombres inteligentes que salen de
las escuelas y de las universidades en todos los paises y que se le-
vantan por su inteligencia y por su cultura sobre el nivel de los
demis, v son ellos los lamados en cada pueblo a dirigir y a gober-
nar las multitudes. A éstas solo les toca prepararse para aceptar
ae buen grado el privilegio que la naturaleza otorgd a sus direc-
tores y para ser gobernadas y cooperar al buen gobierno de acuer-
do con el estudio y la observacion que aquellos hagan de sus pro-
pias necesidades. 3 Es que el argumento debe ser aquel que pre-
tende nivelar al hombre ignorante despojado de facultades, que
no quiso darle la naturaleza, con el inis inteligente y capaz? j Is
que los que aran alld nuestras tierras defras de los bueyes y las
mulas, deben estar a la altura de los que nos encontramos aqui,
para que entonces tengamos derecho a regir nuestros destinos?
Seguramente que ni los propios Fstados Unidos, dentro de tan
astrecho y original criterio, estarian tampoco preparados para
gobernarse'a si mismos.
Pero hemos de echar a un lado todos estos argmunentos, hijos
lle] convencionalismo, cuando no de la pasiéon. Yo oi con religio-
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Un dia vuestro Presidenta ¢t dijo desde las alturas de vues-
tro Capitolio a vuestro Congreg que nos otorgaseis la cindadanfa
illllt‘l'il'ﬂ]lﬂ sin temor de que El]“ilﬂ[]lifﬂﬁﬂ el g“u]}ﬂ-n]“ign de 1la es-
tadidad. Otro dia vuestros Eﬂ‘adiﬁtﬂs Stiu]ljﬁ{]“n y Root decla-
raron que Puerto Rico tenfa gy, regirse por leyes especiales, pues
que éramos un pueblo de distinty yaza y de distinto pensamiento,
aque no I}Udiﬂ unirse al ]Hl@blﬂ agericano y que debia ser gﬂh(‘l'ﬂﬂ-
do bajo el principio que tn9a Iu;.flnt.m-:*n establecido en
sus colonias.  Otro dia, ante uy comision de Puerto Rico, de la
cual formaba parte el que tiene ¢ honor de divigirvos la palabra, cl
Presidente de vuestro Comité §3 Asuntos Insulares dijo gque no
debiamos pensar ¢én la EStﬂ{lidaﬂ‘ Puerto Rico entonees se pre-
paré para declarar una sola y iyjea aspiracion: su independencia,
puesto que ¢k no podia conformgse con permanecer bajo un régi-
men de gobierno colonial. Y et es la situacion en que encon-
trais a la Unién de Puerto Rieg,

- No apuramos ,sin ecmbargo nuestro problema; sabemos que
tenéis necesidad de esta Isla baydita para vuestros fines interna-
cionales, porque ella es un puntgestratégico a la entrada del Mar
(Caribe y en el camino del Cang de Panami y nosotros estamos
obligadwps a respetar esto y a cowenir en esa alta necesidad, por-
¢ue ella es justa, porque ella esyecesaria y porque ella es conve-
niente para.mosotros .mismos) Nosotros estamos dispuestos
a aceptar y a convenir en que pues que sois los mas fuerteg&.
los que estdis mejor preparalos, debéis tener la hegemonia
del Hethisferio Occidental, y sibemos que tenemos que aceptar
cualquier solucién que favorezea ¢Sos.altos y nobles propositos que
tienden a establecer y a afianzar la seguridad de un gobierno li-
Ire en nuestra América, y sabenos también que tenemos que lle-
gar con vosotros a una férmula (d gnlne_rnﬂ que concilie todos esos

orandes intereses, pero que nos permita marchar al porvenir

abiertamente, sin prejuicios, esperando que Dios y la naturaleza

resuelvan aquellas cuestiones ¢ie los hombres no pueden ni de-

hen violentar.

Dadnos ahora un gobierno ¢n virtud del cual podamos regi
todos nuestros intereses locales; concededle a nuestro pueblo la
cleceién de su gobernador por cl sufragio, y que todos los demas
‘uncionarios ejecutivos sean elegidos o nombrados en Puerto R1
co, segin lo disponga nuestra Legislatura; que todas las faculta-
des legislativas para solucionar nuestros propios problemas nos
<ean otorgadas, de tal manera que si algtin dia llega a existir en-
tre vosotros y nosotros un conflicto de intereses, podamos hacer
nuestras propias tarifas arancclarias, como lo hace el ‘Canada
respecto a la propia Inglaterra. 'Y no existiendo asi conflictos, ni
frieciones, Puerto Rico se desenvolverd como ¢l quiera, a su ma-
nera, y vosotros tendréis la facultad de intervenir, euando que-
1ais, por la accion de vuestro (‘ongreso, en el momento en que
¢creais que nos hemos excedido da nuestras facultades.

Iista es la vinica politica posble entre vosotros y nosotros; po-
litica de amor, de atraccion, de paz y libertad; aquella politica que
estd de acuerdo con vuestros piineipios republicanos de gobierno,
la que aprendimos de vuestros padres, los préceres americanos, la
que aprenden dia por dia nuestros ninios en las escuelas, aquella
en virtud de la cual cada puebl se gobierna de acuerdo con su vo-
Juntad y ejerce su propia determinacién. Si ésto haceis, Puerto
Rico caminara-hacia un estado de felicidad tal que de seguro ni
ustedes ni nosotros sabremos responder cudl serd el pensamiento
de cste pueblo en el porvenir acorea de vosotros y cuales las rela-
¢iones que deben mantenerse entre ambos pueblos.

Ahora bien, si nos preguntiig qué queremos, no debemos con-
testaros otra cosa que lo que queremos es nuestra independencia,
y si nos la ofrecéis ahora mismg, tendremos que contestaros que
ahora mismo estamos dispuestqg a aceptarla; porque es ese un
sentimiento de dignidad latent, gn todo noble ciudadano que ama
a su pafs y estd orgulloso de |y tierra en . ha nacido. Vosotros
mismos no concebis al ciudadayg que 8¢ niegue a recibir la liber-
tad que se le ofrece. Pto. Rico sapd o no sera independiente, pero
cn nuestro corazén estard vivo (empre el sentimiento de su inde-
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£l Gobernador Yager, cuando llegé a Puerto Rico y saludé a
nuestro pueblo, influenciado seguramente por los:que aqui han
pretendido siempre vejarnos y deprimirnos, nos dijo enfatica-
mente hablando entonces con el gesto de un dominador que ereyo
tener delante un pueblo hostil: ““En Pto. Rico no se arriari jamis
la bandera americana’’. A fravés de aquellas palabras amenazado
ras, vimos en nuestro pensamiento la escuadra y los poderosos
¢jéreitos americanos detras del Gobernador, imponiendo la her-
mosa bandera que solamente debia llegar por el amor a los corjp-
zones libres.

Y cuando tuve una oportunidad le dije al Gobernador: ‘‘}No
lhubiera sido mejor que le hubiérais dicho a nuestro pueblo: ‘Yo
tengo la seguridad de que la bandera americana no se arriara ja-
mas de Puerto Rico, porque nosotros hemos de hacer lo posible
porque no lo quieran ni lo permitan los puertorriquefios?’ *

Representanté Answell:—;Ha dicho usted que quiere la -
dependencia ahora mismo ? :

Barcelé:—Yo no he solicitado a nombre del Partido Unio-
nista la independencia inmediata. '

Representante Answell:—Pero, ;la queréis, sin embargo, pa-
a algtn dia? f

Barcel6 :—Naturalmente. _

Representante Answell:—; Para cuindo?

Barcelé:—Tl problema deberd decidirse después que lgs Es-
tados Unidos den a Puerto Rico su gobierno propio, hagan el es-
tudio de sus condiciones y de su situacion economica, los medios
de poderla conjurar para el porvenir.y todas las otras cuestiones
que deben tenerse en cuenta. i *

Representante Answeéll:—;j Pero ustedes querrian la inde-
pendencia ahora si se la diéramos? -

Barcel6:—Yo dije que si a nosofros se nos ofrece la mdepen-
(lencia inmediata, naturalmente la tomariamos en segwida, por-
gue a eso no se débe nunca contestar negativamente.

Representante Answell:—; Queréis las asignaciones antes que
0s concedamos la independencia?

Barcelo:—El Partido Unionista no ha pedido asignaciones;
ahora yo ereo que los Estados Unidos, mienfras disponen de nues-
tra vida internacional y atin de nuestra vida local, estan obliga-
dos a protegernos. Iil problema de vuestra tarifa nos coloca en
condiciones de tener necesidad de vosotros, porque somos pobres;
pobres, porque no podemos regir nuestros impuestos, ni tenemos
lo suficiente para desarrollarnos y desenvolyernos.

Representante Answell:—j Necesitdls nuestra ayuda, sin
cmbargo?
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Barcel6:—La necesitamos porque nuestras mayores fuentes
de ingresos, que podrian derivarse de nuestras Aduanas, pertene-
cen a los Iistados Unidos en virtud de su tarifa protectora, y fal-

Andonos eso, naturalmente tenemos que pedirles auxilio; ahora
si nos dan la independencia, creo que los Estados Unidos siempre
deberan ayudar a Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico pide la independen-
cia bajo su protecciéon y los Estados Unidos estaran obligados por
su propio honor a defender y auxihar al pueblo que se coloca ba-
jo su amparo. Quiero decirles lo siguiente: las tarifas amerieca-
nas aprovechan casi exclusivamente a los azucareros y a las taba-
queros. De este tltimo producto, todo su beneficio se queda en los
IZstados Unidos; porque estd ‘en manos de una corporacién que vi-
1e y que gasta su dinero alli; en el azicar pasa lo mismo, por lo
menos en un, 75 por ciento, de modo que-el balance entre nuestras
importaciones -y nuestras exportdciones se va fuera de Puerto

Rico.

Representante Anstvell:—Pero yo quiero que usted me diga
sl prefiere las asignaciones a la independencia.

Barcelé :—Pues bien; vo debo aceptar la responsabilidad que
tengo ante el pueblo, en esta cuestion de dignidad. NO VENDE-
REMOS NUESTRA LIBERTAD A NINGUN PRECIO; LA
QUEREMOS, AUNQUE NOS MURAMOS DE HAMBRT.






