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Janusry 12, 1914.

Hon. John 4. Wilson,
Commissioner of the Interior,

San Juan, Porto Fico.
Sir:

Reealling your stotenent made #o me in conper—
sctions at vorious fimes that it wos your wisk fo refire
Jrom the duties of the comnissionership of the interior
ai the expiration of your term and that you did not de-
sire reappointment or even continuence in the work, I an
writing to moke this suggestion to you.

The work of the irrigation service has recched
¢ most eritical stage and is ot present incomplete. In
the trensition from the construction period to the period
of operation it is necessary that all of the old conces~-
sions end weter rights herctofore given to the owners of
lands in the irrigetion districts must be setfled upon a
basis that is fair und couitoble both #o the owners of
these elains and to the public. This is a most delicate
and difficult matter and one requiring intimate knowledge
of the nature and vclue of these concessions and thorouch
understonding of their importonce to the success of the
whole irrigation project.



Inasnueh cs you hape been closely connectad
with oll of the negoliations connected with this notter
JSrom the beginning, end inosmuch as they will doubiless
all be settled by the Irrigeiion Comnission within e
comparalively short period, I an wrifing to requset thot
you forge your own desire for inmediate relirement from
your position as Commissioner o the Interior, and, ia
the interest of the people of Porio Rico, pou conscnt
to remain uniil the negotialions abowve referred #o are
completed or until, in the opinion of the Gopernor, your
serpices con be disponsed with. There seens fo be no
way by which this errangenent can be effected except by
asking the President fo reappoint you Jfor a full term;
but if this reappointuent be made it will be with the
understanding that 14 will be only for a few months"
service ond that your resignation will be aecepied and
you will be relieved of the dutics of the office within
a jow uonihs. If you will agree to accept such an ar-
rangement I shall al onee act accordingly.

Yours respectfully,

Fovernor.



- Bovember 5. 1514

-pcaertr -
& SRk I have planned an officicl disner for next

/

?h_ lbnday evening ot eight o'clock in honor of all
iy ! the new appoiniments to the Ezecutive Council.
o | Inpitotions will be extendad to the Supreme

{ | ;_Gourt of Porte Aico, heads of depariments, also
i ifhc former heads of deportments, ond Judge of
the Fgderal Court. The porty will be so large
: that we shall have to confine it simply to the
/i gntlemen thamselves.
I would apprecicte your prompt ecoeptance

of this invitation.
Sincarely pours,

T e
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Governor.
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ﬂ@narablﬁ Eama&l 7. Domenech,
Connissioner of the Interior,
Sar Juan, Porio Rico.

WLRLL o =



2¢x/

San Juan, rorte Rico.
mwnhap 8, 1820.

The Henorobloe Tommissioner of the Interior,
San Juany Porto Rioo.

gir: | ,,_"";3

" Your lotter of December Pih with reforenuslsb the Pros
use of the Imeular Telephone lines betwacn Han Juan and Cayey
by the military officere of sallaja and m Eamw with
the letter of the ‘uditor and other mguvers atiached hhe, b-cn
recetved and exomined. The Jetier 0f Deocembor first fmm the
Auditor'’s offtce mes cuzdenu; wrttden under o mtmmmm
ing as to whet thie m&w caina.lly enpolved. \.

The military wﬂwnﬂtec have aluaye herotofore bm
perattied to uee W“ Yinoe on officiel business wtw \
charge in returp. for meeipreccl courtesies ond advantagee
extended by ﬂé to the Insulcr Goverrment. Some time lillt -
summer the m-ular Telegraph ooneluded thot it would be W
per @,Mpc record of theee mossuages mnd make the usual '
oharge "for them. The military Commander of the District obw
¢ geoted to thie ocharge not so much becouse of thelr mtﬁbu:‘
which ie evidently only a fow dollere a month, but because
of the extra trouble that wonld be entailed in keeping a record -

Y

of the meecagee and eattling them in accordance with the mil= .
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ttary mothode of book-keeping.

He stated that 1 free vee of the telephone wue withe
dravm e wonld have to withdraw the priviege, heretofore eme
tendsd to the Department of the Interior, of taking wéfout
eharge ctone, eand, and gravel from the militdry sone for use
on the roads. After a emperence upon this matter, the mili=
tary Communder end the Governor deotded to continue the mﬁ.
-Mck has bean in use herctofore for mamy yeare both ae o m‘;
free use of the telephoneelines an the cne hand and the free
aceese to the military zone for gravel and stone on the other,

{4 do not myself sed why it iz needssary to have these i\
aceounts thot wern kapt for the monthe of Jdly and Augugt can-
oclled. Put tf fhi"t require oanoelation I ece no reason why
the Aunditor’s offfee should objeet. I suggest that you send
them back to ltc offtee with thie lotéer of exnlenation of
the aeiroumsicaves.

Very respectfully yours, \



Clxly

Sen Juan, Perto Pisa.
February 10y 1022,

The Tomorable “ommisaioner of the Interior
San Juon, Porto Rico.
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I am oneloeing herewith a file of mapers, lottere s O
with reference to the "rebuilding of shacks in the edge of
mangrore swann in Samuﬁma at foot of Capra [itro: et, near Jtgp
18, Ae pou are awore thig portion of the nangiaree ewarn ven
resentiy, by rroelamation of the, coverpor, taken ont of the
Forast Cosorve in order t?wt Y might be reclaimed,

Arnd there i o pope 45% desg well-rounded anvrahens L(.*?i
in the minds of the ﬁmmiasjﬁcmam of Agricunlture and Loborend

of lealth ae well ds the Forester thot another Sal sl Paedas |

may be bnilt up o8 these gwomrg eimiliear to the one with : r‘aim?a

we have hed so much trovile il renoving from the outskints of

werta de Tterra. You and I ﬁ«f_\;m rad &0 nueh trouble In gote

ting mid of this lattenr srsz‘:t,;.@rwmt thot we certainiy do not

wleh anotheor similiar one to éwripzax up in Fenturee.
! 'Y

Thile it is true, ae yon etate in your letter, that "the |

land hoe been desicoated by the\ i;miwtdzm.? &ffﬁ?"tﬂ of thooe who
howe eonstructed their homes theive, " newerthaless the sight is
ecesaarely completely undanitary wnd unfitted for the duell-

ing plase of human beings, and we wust not allow our netural



{'m'i\: adp 30)

dompnlactonor of ntepiop -

aympathies for the rery voor neople, who ame seating to find
any gort of let Pree of coetg nron wilak they night -lice theirm
dwellings, to svutweigh ovw fudosgment in tho maotter o orafoeni-
ing the hdalth of the entime neizhborhood,

I would aprrecicte 1t 1 yvon wounld rogd sercfully all
of this correspindence, cavecially the Ile¢itvre of *ha Tommif
gioner of lealth and of *hs "ite? Papeator; md fhon odont
pome method of prodedure thot will ecpfainly mwovent the i
cuthorized construction of any fiome houesen dv gomcoticore ubon

the uneanitory lands of this ocopt.

Very maspecitjfully,

Fopernor,

AY /LY.
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Art.mbdr: tneamrn.,
May 1, Mﬂtﬂmf:lmrm-mumlumm.

: After the dnﬂmmtﬂibs
sechools; he mtmdmt College in 1878, Q
mctvuhsmermm-wg to'cr

fnt ek R U, T T S

Bachelor of Arts. ~\

” mmum&smmfﬁf Rico to enter
mmmmammumamz e of New York
and in September of 1887 he entered th ege of Civil Ingi-
neering of Cornmell University as a e of ao.l.d COurse.s

g -
In June of 1891 he jved w m of

civil Engineer from Cornell and went to practice his
preofession with the Groton d Manufaetgring Co., of
Groton, N.Y. baing with aai.d f!;sn unt.il lmary of 1892,

. The first of ormzmmmuetom
Perm Eridge Co. of is Pa., as Assistant Fngineer and
since that dnhm 1896 he was engaged in desipgning and
detailing all bridges and struetural steel for buildings.

m@nummwmammm Fisher,
of Ithmalla:p. -

En Hay 1885 he accepted a posit.m with the
m Oo. as Asgistant Ingineer and was with said
mmﬂl March of 1899, designing brideu and buildings.

=i On Hareh of 1899, wishing to enhrge his fielad of
wzon. he accepted a position with Lewinson & Just, consulting
end contrac Engineers of Hew York City, as /ssistant Ingineer
and during thi%s time he was with them, he had charge of the design
and dehdiling of the Coal Punkers for the Ruppert's Ice Plant on
the Harlem River, Capable of storing 1800 tons of coal, sald bumker
being located in a bullding from the third te the seventh st.&ry;

alsp the design and detall of the steel work of the mmng
Asylum in 7o !bi.@ts New York City and other minor bul dzngs.
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On August 1900 Mr. Rodrirmez left the employ
of lewinson & Just to accept mnother ecall from the ,
Groton Bridge Co. to be Acting Superintendent of thops of
-mmoa.‘ma he was with that Company in that capacity smtil
lay 1001, : <\

On May 1901 he was called to New York City to )
organize the Ingineering Department of fHor  Stattery the '
Architects of New York appointed by the of New York to
design sevcral Publie Buildings for the City. Ur Fodrirues N

_ work and founcations for the Hall of Records of the

G!:-g of New York a building oo Qor rfive millions of :
dollars; the Harlem Hoapital at' ‘street and Lemox Ave.,costing
300,000 dollars; the Fisrt r Armory at 66 St. New York

costing 200,000 dollars; the Butterick Bullding at Spring and
vandam Streets, Wew York,.a hpilding of 17 stordes and costing

cne and one quarter 8 of dollarsj the Fiss & Cerroll Horse
Co., buSlding at get and 3pd Avenwe, New York, costing
800,000 dellars; the fhree bulldings of the liodel /battair for
the New York Butohers Pressed Heat Co. at 39 cStreet and 1lth Ave,
Wew York, ealled by President Foosevelt the liodel Abattoir and '
costing one and onie quarter millions of dollars; the Gerken Bldg. .
ealled the Tiat Irdm,at Chambers and Vest Broadway, costing -
140,000 @ol j and several Fire Engine Touses and Pellice “tatlons
for the City 6f New York. During Wr. Rodriruez administrations

of the Bagineering Department of Hopgan & Btattery, bulldings were
designed and erected by sald comeern costing over 10 and 1/2
mil2%one of dollars.

ir. Rodrirues was #¥ith Horgan & Stattery as thelr
Chief ngineer until 1917 in March when he was called to San Juan
P.R. as City Inmgineer of San Juan wilch nosition he held until
his resignation in June 26/1918, due to pressure of private
business and since that time wntil the present he has been :
engaged in the practice of his profession in Sen Jusm, Porto Rico.

Uir. Rodri uez became an American Citieen in Sept., 29/
1802 at Ithaeca, coumty of Tompkins, State of Wew York.

e is a member and Ex Vice President of the Cormell
Soclety of Civil Bagimeers and a member of the Americem Séclety
of Civil Engineers.





