Lstimade Sefior:
Fo v hasta el
carte de 6 de marae, di
la que se scompaficha u
Pgterncl; pero sl conte:
nicado por tsléfono el ¢
Confirmendo la

munieipal el domingo ¢

Stfeoto g o uede

fos volvieran o la
cumpliric mi promesa y

cial gue investigase por
Grovaes, en la cusl inv
taria representado y .
de gser ofdo en Justicia, y
nigién prevaleceria on el as
cuslouier asceidén gue hub
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necesario, de ccuerdo con el dictamen de la comi-
sidn {npestigadora.

Las autoridades escolares han procadide
sencillamente de conformidad econ sus regles acos-
tumbredas, y habfan tonado su couerdo, segin estoy
informado, ontes de qus conociesen el resultado
de la conferencio celebrada entre el Gobernador y
ese comité; pero, por supuestoe, todo el mundo sa-
be que gl Gobsrnador tiene la fuculfed de dejar sin
sfecto o anuler cuslquier acuerde que dichas auto-
ridedes pudieran haber tomado, y que la resolucidn
de éstus podric haber sido desestimada en todos sen-
tidos para ponerle en armonic con el falle, cuel-
quiera que hubiese sido, de lg econisidén itnvestiga-
dora.

41 sseretario me informae que &1 en per-
song comunied por complete esta eontesiacidn al
Seffor Balbés, y supengoe qus el Sefior Balbis la trans-
mitié o ess comité y a la asambles de padres cele-
brada el domingo. Ke parsce, pues, gue no huboe ro-
gén ninguns pare gue ¢se comi td& supusiese que el
Cobernador habia Jaltedo o felteria o su promesa
de hacer cue el asunio del joven Grovas fusse in-
pestigado completamente y resuslto por unae comisidén

inpareial.
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Desso recordar @ Vds. que sl Gobernador
insigtis desde el principio hasta el fin de nues-
tra gonferencia, en que seria impropio que &1 que-
brantase la disciplina y reglomente de la sscusle
intarviniendo de algin modo en la ouastidn antles
de ue log nifios hubiesen vuclis o sus cleses;
pare, que si sllos volvian dentre del plese fijede,
81 entonces harfa sue el asunto del Jjoven Grovas
fuese inpeetigado y resuelio segin lo coavenido.

Siento muehfsimo que 2se comitd y la co-

nisién de padres que Vds. representan, hayan su-

barnador no cumpliria lo cue habia prometido y no
1laparis a eabo fislmente el felic de la comisién
cue &1 hubiera nombrado, cualcuiere que hubiese
sido sse fallo.

Kuy respefuosamantes,

Gobernudor.

iy o

Sefior R, H. Pelgade,

San Juen, Puerto Rico.



September 10, 1914.

Dear Sir:

Sometine ago my friend ¥r. Vilelle, of Laores,
asked me to spesk te pou with reference fo the irans-
fer of his son-in-law Higuel Cancio, Supervising Prin-
eipal of Schools at Sen Saebastida, end I promised to
do so.

In the keeping of my promise you will of course
understend I do not wish fo interferc in eny woy with
the mancgement of the affaips of your depariment, but
it was represenied fo me fhat this genileman had made
an excellent record at Sun Sebestian, end of eourse it
would be natural fo¥ Mim to profer to remain in his
present position beccuse of the nearness of San Sebes-
t14n to Laves whers his fathor-in-lav vesides. If
you ea~ oblige ¥r, Vilellc by keeping him there with-
out interfering with some other plans thet you may heve
for the betterment of the schools, I would apprecicte
it upon the old man's eccount. DBui, of course, if
there are reasons why the trangfer should be made which [
you regerd as importent, I an quite sure thet you will
act upon pour best judgpment in the naifer Juet os I

would in your place. |
Very reapectfully,

::::\ |
) Hon.BE, H, Bainter ) .
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Kareh 9, 21015,

Dagar Sir:-

Your letter to my secretary of Hareh 8, en-
elosing o communicaotion from the Comii{é Paterncl, was
not seen by me until Jonday evening, but its contents
were eomnunicated to me over the tslephone Sundey mern-
ing by my secretary £r. Hules.

In confirmation of the answer which I in-
structed Kr. Suflea to communicate fo your comamitice,
and which he did communicaeie through ¥r. Balbis at the
nunicipal hospital on Sunday merning ot 11 o'eclock, I
desire to state that 7 pssured your commities that if
the ehrildren returnad fo scheool, as you promised they
would on Konday morning, I would immediately fulfill
my promise and appoint an impariial committee to thor-
oughly investigute the cuse of the young man Grovas,
atl which inpestigation ithe young mon himself would be
reprecsented and heve o full end fair hearing, and that
the decision of this comniitee would conirol the wvhole
natter of poung (rovos, ond whatever cclion hud been
taken by the school authorities would be overruled, if
necessary, in accordance with the decisions of this

comnitiee of investigation.
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The school authorities have seted sinply
in accordance with their custonary regulations, and
their action had heen taken, I an informed, before
they had learned the result of the conference detwsen
the Tevarnor and your comnittes; but, of courss, ev-
erpybody knows that the Governor has the power to over-
rule or ennul any setion that they may haeve taken and
that their cotion could have besn evsrruled in every
respect so ag v make it eccord with the decision,
whatepsr i{f night be, of the comnittee of investiga-
tion.

Yy sseretary informs me that he did person-
ally deliver this communication fully to lir. Balbéis,
and I suppose Mr. Balbds delivered it to your commii-
tee and fo the meeiiny of the parents held on Sundaoy.
So it sesns to me there was no reason whatever for
your commitiee fto assume that the CGovernor had broken
or would fail to carry out kis promise to have the
case of poung Frovaes thoroughly investigated and de-
cided by an imparticl commitise.

I desire to recall to your mind that the
Gopernor insisted from the beginning to the end of our
cenfarence that it would be improper for him to break
down the rules and diseipline of the school by taking

eny hand in the matfer until the children hed returned






Estimado Sefior:

o pf hasta el
carte de € d¢ marzo, dir
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necesorio, de acuerdo con el dictanen de la comi-
sién inpesiigadora.

bas autoridades escolarss han precadide
sencillomente de conformidad con sus reglas acos-
tumbredas, y hebian tomado su couerdo, segin sstoy
infornado, ontes de qus conocissen el resultado
de la conferencic celebrade entre el Gobernador y
ese comitd; pero, por supueste, todo el mundo sa-
be qus el Jobernador tiene la faculted de dejar sin
ejecte o anular cuslquier acuerdo gque dichas auto-
ridades pudieran haber tomedo, y que lo resolucién
de éstas podric haber sido desestimada en fodos sen-
tidos para ponerla en srmonic con el fallo, cucl-
cuiera gue hubiese sido, de le comisién investige-
dora.

#t seeretario me informa que &1 en per-
song comunied por completo ssta contestecibn al
Sefor Balbis, y supengoe gqus el Seior Balbis la trans-
nifié o ese comitéd y a le asumblea de padres cele-
brada el damin&é. ie parsce, pues, que no hubo ro-
gén ninguna parc que ese conité supusisse gue el
Fobernador kaﬂ}gvfultado o felteria o su promesa
de hacor que el asunto del joven Frovas fuese in-
vestigado completamente y resuelto por une comisién

inpareial.
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leseo recordar g Vds. gue el Gobernador
ingiatié desde el principio hasta el fin de nues-
tra gonfarencia, en qua seric impropio que ¢1 gque-
braontgse lo disciplina y reglemento de la sseusle
intervinienda dg alpin modo én la cugstidn aniles
de que log nifioe hubiesen vnelis o sus clases;
paro, que si sllos volelan dentro del plezo fijadae,
&1 enfonces harfa +ne el azsunto del joven Grovas
fuese investigede y resuel?o segin lo convenido.

Stento muchfsimo sue 232 comité y la co-
micién de padres ous FVds. representan, hayon su-
auesto simplemente y sin razén alyunc gue el Go-
bernador ne cumpliria lo oue Aabia prometide y no
llsvaria a ecubo fislmente el fulic dg la comisién
que é1 hubisra nombrado, cualcuiera gque Aubiesge
gsido ese fallo.

¥uy respeiuosanmsnts,
Foebernador.

Seffor R. 0. Delgadoe,

San Juen, Puerto ZRico.
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE
PORTO RICO
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Dear Sir:- _ . N e
Llvsf

:
l) tray Seci

Your laﬁfeg{gj Yardh 8, enclosing o com-
nunicalion jrom the Coni 4& Poternal, wus nol seen
by me until FNondey evening, but iis conitenis were
comnurniccted fo me over the lelephong JSunday mora-
ing by my secretary ir. Nuios Heoreies.

In eonfirnation of ihe cnswer which I

13 »

insiructed lr, Llutoz to communicate to your cemnil-
lee, and whieh he did cownunicale through ir. laol-
bis at the municipal hospital on Junday morning ot
12 o’elock, I degire le sitcie that i sssured your
comnittee thel if dhe ehildren reiurned fo school,
s you promiged lhey would on HNoaday morning, I
would immediately fulfill my promise and appoint

an tmparétel commilice to thereuglly investigatie
the vase o) the youny mon Grovas, et which invesii-
gution the young wmaen himself would be represented
and hove @ jull end feir hearing, and thoel the de-
gision ¢ this comniiice woulcd conirel the whole
matier of ¥r. Crovaes, cad vhoatever cetion hal been
token by ihe sehool authorities would be overrulled,
if necessery, in cecordence with the decigions of

this comnilice of invesiiyeticn.
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Il
fie

e school cuthoriiies haw coted simply
Crrg Al £ -
in occordence vith their uamf_z—fwa-rwy/ regulcetions,
aré their cetion hed boen falen, I om. inforned, be-
Jore they had learned the result of the conference
between the Coverner ond pour commitice; but,of
course, cverpbedy knewe ithat lhe Zovernor hug the
power to overrule or annul eny cetion éa* fleﬁ
noy hove iaken ond fthet iheir uetat;r?'-.ée«az’é% epar-
rulled in every respect so os te mcke 1 cecord
with the decigion, whatewer Il nighi be, of th

iy

comnitice 0 investinution.
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Ny secretory inforns me that he did.de-
diver this communication Fully te Iip. J’s,z‘.Zbr’:s', and
I Suppose Ur. Balbds delivered it to your commit-
tee and fo the meeiing of the parents held on Sun-
day. <£o it geems to me there was ne reason whad-
epar for pour corpi étee f’o‘ Gesun e{:_'__t‘_&cf the Governor
hed broken or zﬁozym ?*z. pra" se b0 hepe the
cese of Ve, Groves theroughly investigoted ond de-
eided by an i{rperitiel econnittes.

I desire %o recell te pour nind thet the
Foverror insistsd from the heginning to the end of
our acaforcfme t.‘}a&t}fe students mstw#
«Wﬁmﬁﬁw/{ﬁmt v time }f*nt 33/ t /by the sehoel

authoritios, phiek p/ﬂzrne’mn Yondofr Nerch &, und
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2 ‘ prde s geo
be impraper.fbrégﬁtﬁe breck dewn tk§7d£sciplin¢ ef
the scheel by taking eny kond in the noiler until
the ehildren had returned to their eiaagﬁs but &7

i:.Il 3 th'n o
m Loge m&, g ar _ ; :

they 4 ¢ the ti >
sy id re.nfézy?fﬁgzm e time 3fg

I regret pery nuch fhet gﬁur conniiiee

and the organization of purents which peu represent,
simply assumed withou#t eny reason that the Governor
would not do what ke had promised and earry out
SatthPully the degeieion of the committee which he
would appoint, whatevsr that decision might have
been.

Fary respecifuily,

Governor.

Hrc iﬁ, Ho Dﬂlya‘dﬁa

Sen Juan, Perie Riceo.
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July 7, 1815.

Phe leting Commissionsr of Zducction,

San Juen, Poréo lico.

I am sending to you herewiih o lstier froem
Yiss Clara Belle Valton, of Lexingten, Fentucky, which

explains {tself.

I have writien Niss lalton acknorledeing the
receipt of her letier and exploining the situation as
éo temchere in Porée Rico al this date.

A glenee through these pepers will show
that the poung ludy is edmirably prepared for certoin
sorts of teaching, end as 7 know her to be of excellent
Jamily and reering I think ¢ would be well to keep in
touch with her in cese of o vecancy in your force of
imartcan tecchers.

Yours respectfully,

Jovernor.,
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San Jusn, October 8th, 195.

From The Acting Chisf of the
Detective Buream,.

To The Governor of Porto Rico.

Subject:~ Informs that for some months past certain
representatives of different politicel parties

in Porto Rico have, by coercion, extortion or Elain threats,
compelled local teachers in the Department of Eduecztion,

not only to buy their positions at the outset, but to agree
to contribute a certain sum monthly during the term to the
political parties.

1st ENDORSEMENT.
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR OF PORTO RICO.
San Juen, October 19th, 1915.

Respsetfully referred to the Commissioner of
Education, requesting his opinion as to whether or not
he deems advisable to push this matter.

2T
ng «overnor.
nd endorsemefit,

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIO OF EDUCATION
San Juan, November 18, 1915.

- e Wy W mn ew wm S Wy W - ans Ws an My

Respectfully returned to the Governor qf Porto Rico
with the opinion that the Commiseioner of Education not
only deems it advisable to push this matter, but considers
that the adminigtration can not well maintain its self-
respect and let this thing contin

rea- iastioner of Education.
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GOVERNMENT OF PORTO RICO P o
INSULAR POLICE ﬂg@ﬂﬂ@
o, -
10/9 DETECTIVE BUREAU i‘:'f Ot

San J Pg}to Bico,
Oc%@kﬁf 1 5.
"3’ 40 s E/
The Honorable,
The Governor of Porto Rico,
San Jusn, Porto Rico.
g i r:is

I have the honor to report that for (some
months past, and probably for a much longer period,
certain rapresentatlves of different political
parties in Porto Rico have, by coercion, extortion
or plain threats, compelled local teachers in the
Department of Education, not only 0 buy their
positions at the outset, but to agree to contribvuts
a certain sum monthly during the term to this or
that political party.

Although I am reliably informed thaet this sort
of petty grafting on defenseless teachers has gone
on undisturbed for years, I nevertheless consider it
my duty, now at the beglnning of this school term, to
place the facts before you in order that some action
may be taken to discourage or stamp out the shameful
and illegal practice.

The egse in a nutshell amounts to this: I have
confidentially felt out the situstion through the medium
of unsuspected agents in different parts of the island
and find everywhere two outstanding facts. No successful
case can be had against thhse grafting off the school
teachers unless the victime, or at least a sufficient
number of them, go into court and testify. If they
do this it goes without saying that they lose their
positions. Now what the teachers want is assurance
that if they go to court snd tell the truth about this

ft"?hey will not lose their jobs.

The most absolute secrecy in this matter is indis-,
pensable to a satisfectory conclusion. Apart from the
verbal testimony of the teachers there is very little
evidence as it is, and should the grafters &s much as
suspect that en investigation was afoot thaet little
evidence would be destroyed and all sorts of "ranchos"
instituted.
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I am confident that if I can convince
these poor, persecuted young men and girls
that they will have nothing to fear if they
tell the whole truth in this disgraceful matter,
they will then make affidavits that will show
up the whole pernicious system and lodge the
offenders where they belong.

I would suggest thaet, in case you look .with
favor upon my proposition, the Attorney General
be asked for such legel advice as you may ‘deem
requisite in respect to the crime of extortion
and similar violations of law, committed by
public officials and private persons.

WMy plan in this case is to meke 8ll necessary
investigation and all other arrangements in the
different towns of the island €imultaneously, so
that all arrests may be made (on a specified date
and at exactly the same honr. This would forestall
such communication from oné-point to another as might
regult in the destruction of valuable evidence snd
attempts, morﬁbr less. suecessful, to bribe witnesses.

Any other informetion which you may require
incident to continued investigation will be fur-
nished promptly.at your pleasurs.

S)

—
: Chief( Dete!
Insular Police.

pectfully,

gwl
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Farch 28, 1818,

fy dear ¥pe, ¥iller;

The bearer of this lstter is Ur. Ulpicno
B. Senciel, o Venesuelan whc is ¢ lecturer and writer
upon horiicultural and agricultural subjecis. U8 is
pery anxious for an epporiunily te have ¢ conference
with the students of the Unipersity upon these sub-
Jeets, and if you could arrange through M. ileagle
Jor some work of this kind at the niversity in the
next jew daps, I woulé be gled te have you ds so.
recomnendeiions of IUr. Ssneicl ss well
a8 some publications whieh he has prepared indicate
that he is e competent mon olong these linss.

Yours vasry truly,

Fowvarasr,

Toncrable Paul ¢, Fillsre,
Commissiongr o) fducation,

fan Juan, Porte Rico.



San Jnan, < orto Rtoo.

- Janvary 21, 1921,
Mr. Paul 3. .’.‘2‘11”’
Commigeioner of Aducation,
San Juem, Forte Steo. '
My dear iir. Hillaw:

The snslescd letton from Lieu s Be

Keller, "lper I'ndiana émlﬂu unlf()\n vou well
know ¢nlver te a first rate ni’l‘“@ ahool, and on
the faor of the lotter 1t wonl , likely that Lé.
Keller wounld prove o good} n&‘u‘;m Jor your super-
visory department om of. stafy or teasher., ,nd I

m aeuduq it to um@bclﬁp for euoh consitderation
as yon may think L1

Q§% V&ﬂy einceraly youra,
< i

—<2 :
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CULVER MILITARY ACADTNY
Culver, Indianae
(Lake MHaxinkuckee})

The Honorable Arthur Yager,
Fxeeutive Mansion,
San Juan, Porto #ico.

Dear Sir:

Through a friend and fellow instructor here, iwr’./
Leland B. Morgan, who is also Pegistrar of Chamtauqua
Summer schoolg, I have received the suggestion from your
daughter, iiss EHlizabeth, that I write directly to you
concerniéng the possibility of enlisting your cooneration
in securing a vosition in “orto Rico JSor a year .égnning
August 25gh or later, 1921. 3 @

At oresent I am an instructor in S @\sh in Culver
Military Aecademy. I desire to svend the school year
in Porto Rico in order to further my Ano ge of that
language. To accomplish thies I must Stnd “employment for
the whole period. o d

Mighe I take this opportuﬂ%ég of requesting your
asgistance in securing a desirable)bositi on, preferably in
the government sertvice, or in supervigory or administra-
tive denvartment of the schodla. ' -

\S

I am a graduate pl the Pennsylvania State Todlege
and have had four years ggderience as a teacher. I could,
however-, undertake othewr work suitable to my scholastic
qualifications. A\

/ of

Assuring %u of my highest abpreciation e anything
you might do or %ggest, I am
\

‘Q Very truly yours,
(Signed) H.B.Keller,

Lieut.
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The Yomorable ‘gul ¢. sillen,
Commissionanr of Sdusation,

San Juan, “orto Rico. \% |
Dpar Sir: | - i é}g JL :

- I an enelosing a latter [rom my Dr. 2denville g
Terrell of the fkltwﬁ'tt_-y ol Mtua{ay, (Sﬁ:a& explaine itself. :
I do not Mnoo elther of the young e mantioned oy him who -f
desire to tecoh in the sehools %, nto Flao nest year; but ?
Dre Terrell ig 2 carefal "zml\abatgh# Sorward writeor of lot= I;-
ters of tndorowndation and ¥ cssume you that you may aocept ]

all hte atatenents m{\%mndaum 2t their faos wvalue.
I am condinX you the letter, therefora, for cush aet- L

ton e you nx@ DrODoT, ’

Very raspeotfully,

Goparnor. .
AY, /BLY. } t




ifay 1” 1921,

The Honorable Paul @. itller
Commissioner of Fducation,
San Juan, Porte Rftoo.

I am encloeing to yow a mather mé‘%ﬁm &
letier from my eousin, I;P. Joe H. Fatom, of Qa.!q “elorado
beoatige of ite recommendation of a teas 0 wishes to come
to Porto Rleo from the state Teasheors looated at Greele
ey. The name of the teaoher wae nt()sgtm_, but an apnlieation
hae been made for the mt_ﬂqng - Faton ie a very intelli-
gent md well oduocted .lnm@ Or. Orabbe, President of the
Teachers Jollege, ie a id man and a fine eduoator whom I
navw well. I mn.«goma a0oept any teasher whom he would
recommend.

I am orry the name of the apnlicant was not given,
but you may able to tdentify the person from the recommenda=
‘tions. I commend this teaoher to you for your nost Javorable
oonsiderabion ond for a good posttion and good aselgrment.

Very einoerely, '







The Arthur Yager Papers (Mss. AY13), Folder 17,
Commissioner of Education, P.R.,
Correspondence, 10 September 1914-17 May
1921 includes two issues of the Heraldo Espanol,
numbers 55 and 56, dated 8 and 9 March 1915.

These papers have been imaged separately.





