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GOVERNMENT OF PORTO RICO

DEPARTMENT OF

AGRICULTURE AND LABOR

OFFICE OF THE COMMIS‘S|ONER

SAN JUAN, P. R.

ADDRESS ALL OFFICIAL
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE

AGRICULTURE AND LABOR hy‘ 11’ 1912,

SAN JuAaN, P. R.

Honorable Arthur Yager,

Geveraor of Porto Riece,

San Jusn, P, R,
My dear Mr, Yager:-

Through my friend Rodriguez,whom I often inguired
about your health,I learned always to my satisfaction
that you were impreving, end I earnestly desired to greet
you personally, but I feared being inopportune at the
time when I should go to see you, I 'expested ta shake
hands with you before your 1eaviﬂg. Unfortunately, an
important official affair kept my mind busy in such a
way that I forgot about yaeur sailing away on the transport
"Northern Pacific",

¥Mr, Marlatt, dhairman, Federal Horticultural Board,
sent me’a eablegram relative to an importatien te Parto
Rico of i shipment of infected cotton seed whereby the

.importer wviolated the law, I was furnishing the Legis-
lature with some informatian and pushing forward a bill
reerganizing the Workment!s Relief Commission, se that I
may have nothing else te de with it, and therefore I could
nat reply to Mr, Marlatt at once, As soon as the bill

was passed on"Ffiday the 7th and Epproved an Saturdey the
8th, I deveted myself on Saturday afterncon to making a
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long end ample repoert which had to be translated and put in
shape to be sent personally through Mr, Cdrdeva Dévila since
the transport did not take mail, I waQ s0 deeply engaged
in this work, which could not be'fiﬁished until Sunday after-
noon’and had to take it myself te the pler just as the steamer
was about te 1eave,handing it te a naval efficer te deliver
it te Mr, Cérdeva Ddvila,

Upoﬁ hearing that yéu were on beard, I experienced a
bitter grief beceause of my not having bidden you a persenal
farewell and handed you & humble present that I had for you;
therefore I intended writing te you tof the States,

Hever in my life have I regretted seo mueh an'aversight
due to the many things distracting my mind, &8s in this oc-
casion, wherefore I am hereby giving you this apelegetical
explanation,

I an sénding with-this & humble present whieh I wish
you would keep as & souvenir from me,

I who have appreciated so cleseiy your excellent merits
in governing our country, your great diébretian, your eque-
nimity, your spirit of righteousness and, above 211, the
sterling value of your henesty, do regret in earnest your
going away from this our native Island, and I pray Geod that
the recevery eof your health may enable you te return ané
continue your work amid the affection of the country,

I have been granted a vacation leave of absence.in

order te go to the States, and my daughter,and I have tiekets
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A?r&the Brazos leaving en the 19th instant,
N | I intend to ge to & sanaterium in Battle Creek, Mich-
igan, which is well Imown by my relatives, in erder te
recover from the exhaustion of my physiecal strength, by
means of a two-month :rest.

Hoping to greet and séy you good-by personally, I

" remain,

Very sincerely yours,

MC/rg
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Decenber 17, 1913.

Jy dear Charley:

I received your letter of the 19¢h wultine somo-
tine ago, but hepe been too busy to cnswer.

I fingd, qf’eéurse, that I shell have do go -very
slow in meking changes in the offiteial scrpice here in
Poréo Nico, and elso that I shall be precitically compelled
to give the first consideration do Porto %ican applicants
Jor o/ fice vheneper thers are juclified men fron anong
them who are able to perform the duties doreoper, nost
of the ninor ofificers in the Isl.n’ are under the Cipil
Service Rules and thercfure must be Silled from the ceor-
¢ified list of those who have passed tho cxeninetions.
Phis nakes it oll the nore dijficult for me to go outsice
of the Islaené in filling any pacancies thot noy erise,
end,of course, I on not going to make pacencics until I
shall hepe hed anmple tine fo study the whole situction

The Board of igriculture is not an aciive Boerd
but tc o uposed of officers of the Islend who meet only
occasionally and I think hape no salory. However, not-
wit&&tanéinﬁ all these conditions, T shall bear in nind
your application, and if T fingd it possible at gsome £ize
in the future to o enything that would help you I will
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give the matter ecarcful consideration.
Tith best wishes for pou, I an,
Very truly pours,

Zopornor.

Ir. ¢. C. GOICMQ,
8701 Fast 37tk Térveet,
Kanses City, Vissoupi.



e @,2% Wos. 270/ 2 27 45t~ ff~ 973
ﬂ Z«ﬂ @cudw% /\%’Z‘M . |

, oo //rdﬁ( dowf/ é /’" .

I

/X 144 % iy ,Z/
o S L o lﬂ
(}3:4 u/(@uﬁ fﬁ /5/7%/ 27"/@;%(”%
%m/x /%ou_ﬁ/ Arrc = /
277 7 . «Ma{ O/m,( mé:a(mzzﬁl; #5



(16 ed.13)

d‘%Zé&_/\ f/uq/ vp /q/u/// ‘Z/L/ 44(“‘9“4422(

(N Yig /1’44,0/;:/&4/ f 7 mdzé,u

M

ot % %mm %;& :

7L r’(} u\cw/}u% SR o
((u} a,j( fM 4%}5 ¢MWW

S ety /ﬂ»/f\ 1/ / // /

'_ . __i'/;,i, & '.'-:-‘-...



Nay 2, 1924. ,'
iy decr Bishop: a
3 I sncloss letier to ir,
Sméth, United States Ninieter ot 1
S #G8E, that I promised lost night.
“ (- hepe thet you will get it in |
S time and find it useful.
DN I an entieipsting great
" pleasure in hearipg pou recount
y fron the Zepublie of Haiti, |
i Stneerely yours, .i]
\.\"‘ m . | [
M‘~ Ce Be Colmore,
' "Juan, Porte Rioo.

e S
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f'fafj 25 1812,

Dear Sir:

!
V

hie letier is to introduce to pou the
Zight Reverend €. 2. Colmora, Bishop of the Diocese
of Porie Zico and laeiii.

ihe Bishop hos his officiel rosidence in
San Juon and i nmow on o visit fo Halii viieh con~
siitutes pert o) his diocese.

Bishop Colnore is o culéiveted end conse-
eraied christien gentlemen, and you will find it o
plecsure to Inow hin and $o coopercte with hin In
atfing the development of his work in Huiti. d=
ihis is his Jirst visit to this part of his diocese,
I am sure pou will be sble to give hin informction
and oscistunce that will increase the usefulness end
plecsure of his journey, I commend hin to you most
cordially.

Bespactjully youwrs,

Gopernor.

idon, Hedigon B. Suith,

unvoy Lxtreords nary and
u&nzggsr ﬁienig antiar
aa Stcotes Legati .
Port au Prince, B&z i.
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Vay 12, 1914.

Iy dear Senctor:

I have just received pour very Lind letter of
the 4¢h instont and epprecicte very nuehk indeed your ez-
pression of porsoncl opinion that soncthing liberel will
be done for the improvement of Son Juen harbor,

Sur 1ittle Forio RZico Eeyiment we: niensely
diseppointed af ihe unexpected iturn of offcirs in ths =z2-
ter of the lepisletion for the benefit ofs that reginent
which it was hoped would be put in the arny appropriction
bill. JYou will remenber thet the House pessed the bill
providiag jor the plaeeing of this recinent in the lineal
list, end the Sencte possed this provision with the cd-
ditional provision for recruiting o third betallivn and
thus completing the regiment. In gome woy which we are
not chble to understand the Confersnce Comnittee dropped
cut of the bill not only the provision for completing the
roginent, about whick the fouses had disagreed, but also
the other provision upon whieh they had been agreed.

vould it not be possible now, in view of the
Fexicon conditions, for you to introduce o separate bill
providing sinmply for the completion of the repinment,
without ony other cleuses whatsooper?

Phis roginont is a nost excellont body of men,
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and they ers exceedingly cenxious fo have on vpporiuvnity
Jor service et the front. If they were ordered to the
Jront it vould heve ¢ fine politicol effect here in Por-
to lico, and we all fear thot es long as the reginent
rengins ¢ frogment of two betallions thet i will never
hore e chence to see real service. It seeme to me, thot
es they are thoroughly acclimcted bo tropical eondiiions
end are also cequeinied witl the lenguege and the people
of Letin-imerican countries, ithey would be more usefr?
at this erisis than eny other reginent in the arny.  The
Yerto Zican people are generclly guite proud of their
reginent. fhe officers are oll white men, those above
the grade of lieutenant baing ¢ll inericans, and most of
the privetes are all white men, ond e¢ll of then are ex-
ceodingly loyel ond could be frusted in any emergency fo
give & gool cocount of thenselves and defend the flag to
bhe loet ditch. I would be excoedingly glad to see some-
thing'dane to encourage then.

"ith bast wishes for you, I an,

Yours sincerely,

Governor.

flon. Goorge &. Chanberlain,
Untted States Senate,
:ﬁﬁf&iagtﬁnp B, ﬁa&
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GEo. E. CHAMBERLAIN, ORE., CHAIRMAN.
QILBERT M. HITCHCOGK, NEB, HENRY A. DUPONT, DEL,
LUKE LEA, TENN, FRANCIS E. WARREN, WYOQ.
DUNCAN U. FLETCHER, FLA. JOSEPH L. BRISTOW, KANS.
HENRY L. MYERS, MONT. THOMAS B, CATRON, N. MEX,
CHARLES 8. THOMAS, COLO. JAMES H. BRADY, iDAHO.

JAMES K. VARDAMAN, Miss, WILLIAM 8. KENYON, IOWA. "D ‘f a $£ { _ {
JAMES P, GLARKE, ARK. NATHAN QOFF, W, VA. ,-J cnl e &Xies enaie
CARALYN B. SHELTON, CLERK,
H. GRANT, ASSISTANT GLERK. COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, D, ¢,

May 20, 1914.

Gov. Arthur Yager,

Government House,

Porto Rico.
My dear Governor:

I am in receipt of your favor of the 13th instant, in
reference to the introduction of a bill for the purpose of
verfecting the Porto Rico Regiment. I will take this matter
up with the War Department, and will be governed largely in
the premiges by their opinion in the patter, There was such
& radical difference of opinion- between the Senate and House
conferees that we were compelled eventually to eliminate the
Porte Rico Regiment from the Appropriation Bill with the under-

standing that it would be looked into carefully before the next

session of Congress.
With kindest regards, I have the honor %o remain,

Yours very respectfully,

5 ;%%éé£¢z¢i¢g¢;?7ﬂl
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UNITED STATLS SELATE
CORNITTEE OF FILITIRY AFPAILS
VASEINCTON, D. C.

¥ey 20, 1914,

Gov. Arthur Yager,

Tovernnent Jouse,

Porto Iieo.
Yy dear Gopernor:

I en in receipt of your fFovor of the 12th instent,
in reference to the introduction of a bill for the pur-
pose of porfecting the Porto Rice Regiment. I will
teke this motier up with the Var veparinent, and will
be poverned largely in the premises by their opinion in
the nailer. There wes such o rodical difference of
opinion befwsen the Sencte ond Fouse conferees that we
were compelled eventuully to elininate the Porto Rieo
seginent from the ippropristion 2111 pvith the under-
standing that if would be looked inte carefully befores
the next session of Congress.

"tk kindest regerds, I hape the honer fo remcin,

Yours very respeetfully,
{Signed) Gso. Z. Chemberlein.
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\:, June 13, 1912,

¥r. B. ﬁ Childs,
Centragl Log Cafios,
irecibo, Porio ico.

Iy dear I'r. Childe:

ve will heve ¢ noeting of the uGﬂﬁOﬁJ Cormise-
slon nexi Tucsdey gfternaon ot vhich the ‘recibo
roed and bridges wi i1 be taken up ecnd I am annj%uent
vill be guihorized in sonmec forn or other and we shall
then begin the work prompily.
an confident we can settle the nmatier in o way
that is satisfactory to the ne%p e of Arceibo.

fﬁe new s¢here tnvolying ridges will cost a~-
gcgt 918,000 movre than the o & 33&9#6 with just one
3‘(—46-’

JIt {s barely possible that the Zeononmy Commis-
sion noy wish to heve the property holders ond ner-
chants of - reczbo through privatc subseription,
raase 6 pert of & is dif&@rencc.

I wigh iav would write re by next ‘uesdaé your
siews as to the poss ibilntJ and justice of $2is are
rangenent.

g

I am taelined fo think that the tine hes cone
perha gs ar ne to appoint o councilnen et .recibo and
4 shell perhape give thet serious aansideraf;on next
ueck. n thiz conncefion I would o reeciate it :

you would gtae ne ean identially ist of 3 or £ neme
Jron auongst whon gh sea&re ﬁhe rizht Ekind
eoancilﬁan. You ?&av wand an indspendent, ab G~

gir ted Lan, imerican or rorto Liean, who i8 naﬁ $o0
0301 zuen tified with ofthon qg thc factions but will
Cons 63? the good s the ettty end of ie sang tine be
conet zatnré aend O amatfc- oward all fbat:nna.

7k et nust be mede up, I understend, by Ju-
1y 1st, end 1 do not want it to be nade up in c way to
enbarrass the,jutvre ‘ayor whoeper he nay be.

w0 write ne,fnlld your aiewa~cr cong fo sce me \

ext Twesdey if pou ecen. I an going to Jijome to-dey.

Finccrsly your friend,

Jo DePner.



LLUcIEN PETERS MCCALLA, M.D., BOISE, IDAHO
VICE-PRESIDENT
PRESIDENT INTER-MOUNTAIN GOOD ROADS DEPARTMENT

ARTHUR H. BLANCHARD, C.E., A.M., NEW YORK
CONSULTING ENGINEER

ELIAS VANDER HORST, C. E., NEW YORK
VICE-PRESIDENT
SECRETARY TO BOARD OF NATIONAL COUNGILLORS

TIMOTHY W, SPRAGUE, S.B., BosToN
ENGINEER TO BOARD OF NATIONAL COUNCILLORS

C. H. CLAUDY, WASHINGTON
DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY

BY CONSENT, DEPOSITORIES FOR FUNDS OF THE
NATIONAL HIGHWAYS ASSOCIATION

BANK OF AMERICA, NEW YORK

GERMANTOWN T T COMPANY, PHILADELPHIA
SOUTHWEST M ATIOKAL BANK OF COMMERCE
/" KANS CITY, MO,
DES IJOINES TIONAL BANK, IOWA

¥
WILMINGTON [i#UST COMPANY, DELAWARE
Bons“iéir NATIONAL BANK, IDAHO

THE CENTRA‘ N IONAL BANK, COLUMBUE. OHIO

| A

¢

GENERAL COLEMAN DU PONT
CHAIRMAN BOARD OF NATIONAL COUNCILLORS

CHARLES HENRY Davis. C.E.
PRESIDENT

FREDERIC REMseEN HUTTON, M.E,, Sc.D.,
GENERAL SECRETARY

MORGAN, LEWI1S & BOCKIUS
PHILADELPHIA
GENERAL COUNSEL

JuDGE J. M. LOWE, KAnsas CITY, Mo.
VICE-PRESIDENT
PRESIDENT NATIONAL OLD TRAILS ROAD DEFARTMENT

HoN, JESSE TAYLOR, JAMESTOWN, QHIO
VICE-PRESIDENT
DIRECTOR ORGANIZATION DEPARTMENT
PRESIDENT OHIO GooD ROADS FEDERATION DIVISION

A. L. WESTGARD, NEW YORK
VICE-PRESIDENT
DIRECTOR TRANSCONTINENTAL HIGHWAYS

WiLL WARD DUFFIELD
ENGINEER OF CHART CONSTRUGTION

Q. W. GRUENING, DES MOINES, JOWA
MANAGER NORTHWESTERN ORGANIZATION DEPARTMENT

WALTER AGNEW ALSDORF, COLUMBUS, OHIO
MANAGER NORTHERN ORGANIZATION DEPARTMENT

STANLEY E. BATES, S.B,
ENGINEER HIGHWAY PUBLICATIONS

JOHN STONE ALLEN, A.B.
EDITOR HIGHWAY PUBLICATIONS

FRrRANCIS HILL BIGELOW
ASSISTANT TREASURER

SERR TN

South Yarmouth, Mass.
June 4, 1914.

Hon. Arthur Yager, Member,
BOUNCIL OF GOVERNORS

National Highways Association,
Government House,

San Juan, Perte Rico.

Dear 8ir:-

I have your letter of May l4th and we appre-

clate your acceptance of membvership in our COUNCIL
OF GOVERNORS, and your cooperation and interest in
the work of the Association.

Ag to the proposed NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON

HIGHWAYS AND ROADS you will be further advised in
coninection therewith, and you will have notice of a

month or more both as to time and place,

We shall

look forward to your personal presence at that time.

CHD/FSP

VA4

Yours very truly,

C,, _
(M/’ /@’Z?U/M

With kigh appreciation.of your letter, I am,

President =

41% I{% 4 // C;—'——-—v,
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Septenber 16, 1912,

Jovernor ”earga e Colton,
Roon 14, 30 Lost 42nd Sireet,

Yew York zty.

Iy decr Governor Colton:

I have noticed in the papers the ennouncemsnt of
the pery inmportaent work pou cre going to teke up in
South .imerice in behclf of the Jationad City Bank o
dgw Tors UVity.

I an writing to congrotulcte pou end clse the Benk
upon the sstablishment of this relotion. I an perjeci-
ly sure that it will be mutuslly satisjoclory and help-
JFul to the whole couniry. I think pou ere adnirebly
fitied to Just such o fask and I Jecl sure you will
grectly enjoy it. [Fhen ere you planning fo goi

I hope thet you will find cn opporiunity ifo pisit
Porto Lico befors going so jor awey. You heve many
Jriencs here who would be glod to see rou agein, end I
wvani you to undersiand fhal ﬂrs. Yoger and I would be
both delighted to huve you visii us ot cnytime it might
suit pour convenience, and thic also incluces ¥iss Col-
ton who I hope is well end heppy in her hone ci leshing-

ton.
I heve no time fo write you the news of the Islend.

I suppose you keep pogted lthrough the puopers. e ore
in the throes of the eloction and you know well whai
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that means. This year the excilement began very sorly
and promises to keep up of a high piteh until the bel-
lots are counted. 4is en indiceiion of the genmeral in-
spast, Mr. Leith, the lupervisor, informs me that efter

Ss.

striking off of cll ihe newly registered voiers thot he

O

L

poasibly een, the 1ist wlll be inereased by chout 72,000
names over-whet ¢ wag whon the pew registretions begaen.
This seons guitc cbnormel and olimost inexplicable.

“lease give my kind regerds lo Fiss Celton, and
with every assurence of regord for pourself, I am,

sincerely yours,

Hovarnor.
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Oectobor 13, 18914,

Fy daur Senaior Canden;

I received pour very courteous and kind leiter
with reference o reappoiniment of Judge Bonner, /nditor
of Porto lico, only the other day.

I hosten to reply thet I spprecinte your intorest
in Judge Zoaner, s he is ¢ wery excellent gerntlencn end I
ar just getting racd
clston the natter of the ‘uditorship. I hove posiponed it

y to tale up for conciderction and de-
L J

becouse the Judge’s term does not ezpire untfl Decenber,
and T ihercfore regarded 1t az one of those thinss not in-
nedictely urgent. ,

I wag very glad fo receive pour lettsr for it
reninded me that I hed not ypet found opporitunity $¢ con-
gretulete ygou upon your recent and almost unanimous elec-
tion to fill out the unexpired tern of United ‘tates Sean-
ator from Zentueky. It gives one renewed faith in ths
gooc seunse of our Lentuoky votcrs fo see then do o thing
dike this in such o splendid vay, ond I congratulots pou
nost cordially.

I an hoping to be in Jashington before long and
shall seel an opportunity to renew and improve ny personcl
acqucintance with you. iy brother 7. 5. Yager, of Hdaordin
County, Zlentucky, wrote me recently thet he expected to
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be in Tashington shortly upen a ioli*=r in vhick he wes
interested and upon which he will doubtless see you or
naoybe hcg seen you before this letter reached you. I an
ponfident ihal pou will do everything that you properiy
con for hin in his legilinate aspirations for some inoreas-
ed epployment by the Government in the nattar of elains be-
Jfore the Jepartment of Justiece.

v/rv,
P

27 ith every cssurence ¢ respect ond good wishes,
I onm,
Sincerely yours,

Govsrnor.

fon, J. V. Canden,
Intted States Senate,
@Shi&**tan, ft "f‘u
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JOHNSON N. CAMDEN, KY., GHAIRMAN.
FRANK 8. WHITE, ALA,
HARRY LANE, OREG,
THOMAS B. CATRON, N, MEX.

Ulnited Hlates Henate,

COMMITTEE ON
EXPENDITURES IN THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR.

September ,36, 1¢14

Honorable Arthur Yager,
Governor, Porto Rico,
San Juan.
My dear Governor:- .

I am informed that Judge Ponner,
auditer of Porto Rico, desires to Dbe re-appointed
to that position. I presume that you are well ac-
quainted with Judge Bonner, and if 80, are doubtless
aware that he is a gentleman of the highest character
end integrity, and splendidly equipped by reason
of his experience and business ability fo fill
the office acceptably, having to his credit a fine record
a8 & Government official.

Under the circumstances I am taking the
liverty of writing this letter and to ask, if it be
consistent with your administrative rlans, that you re-
grpcint Judge Bonner as auditor of the Island,assuring
yeu that it will be gratifying to me and alsc to a number
of cur mutual friends.

With assurances of my high regards, and

wishesg for your success, I am
Very sincerely yours,

S .:' A //Z/é/%?wz,u,,{ézépp»



October 22, 1512,

Pregident &, H. Crossfield,
Transylvaenie University,
Lexington, Keatuoky.
Ky decr Doctor Sras-sfi-elé:u

I received o few days ago your pary kind
lgiter in support of the candidecy of Judge J. /.,
loaner for reappoiniment ae Auditor,

ds you perheps slready know, I have recon-
mended him for M-&_ppﬁinémni ond hove just received
notice thaet his nominction hog been sent to the Senats.

I was grecitly please to et your letier. I
have noliced in the newspapers that Iransplvania has
opsned finely and wish to congretulaete you upon thise
gvidence of your success and e¢fficiency es its Presi-
dent. ilowsper, I did not need eny such evidence my-
self for I have known pou of old. I hepe you will
Jind your work plessant und eongeniol, though I know
it is very onerocus end difficuli. |

I an enfoying my work here in spite of its
difficulites and perplexities very thoroughly end om
also in the best of healih as are my fenily. |

4 hope you are w@l.?,; Plecse renember ne
nost cordially fo ¢ll my old friends awbout the Univer-

aity.
Sincerely your friend,
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Trnnsulwanin Uninersity

Alravparenked)

Lexinglow, T

e stdents () fice

October 6, 1914.

Dear Governor Ysger,

I sm particularly interested in the
reappointment of Auditor J. W. Bonner, whom
I have known for a numher of years, and who
is a Christian gentleman of high order.

I know of no one whose culture, exper ience
and ideals better fit in Ffor suech a position.
Judge Bonner has been a member of our Board
of Curators for a long time, and in this wvay
I have had an excellent opportunity of know-
ing his qualifice tions personally and intimate-
ly. lay I say in addition, that his reappoint-
ment would not only be, in my estimation, a
recognition of service well rendered,but a
source of gratification to a large number of
your friends here in Kentucky.

]

With every good wish for your continucgd
suceess, I am,

Sordially yours,

Governor Arthur Yager,
San Juan, Porto Rico. -
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Fovenber 18, 1914.

Hy dear Governor Craig:
. I vould greatly apprecicte it if

pou would writs me, core of the Burecu
of Irsuler .fjeirs, Jer Depuriment,
Jashington, J. Ce, wll thet you know
abaéi the copucity, troining end guoli-
Jications of iire L. Vs Kefth, now of
Sen Juan, Porte kioo, as o lawyer.

I knov XNp. Kelth well in all other
respecis, but for some reason I should
be glad fo have your judgment of his
legal treining, experience and obility
generally,

Thonking you in edvance, I an

Yours sincersiy,

Copernor.

llororable Locke Creciy,
Governor of Lorth Cerolina,
Baleigh, North Caroline.
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PAUL S @ICHRTER,
PullcHESING AGENT

1526-1630-1531 WHITEHALL BUILDING,
BATTERY PLACE,
TELEPHONE 815 RECTOR.
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GOVERNMENT OF PORTO Rl

OFFICE OF THE ::'3
PURCHASING AGENT IN THE UNITED STATE#?

i

= E!
NEW YORK. AN (N, 2
l_l : 'r\ P /’,/ o l-(

kgpust-R7, 19»15.\',,G e

\‘ -

Dear Governor:

Referring to your letter cf August 11th, I inclose
herewith, for vour information, copy of letter from Mr, W, C,
Sherman, dated August 26%h, through whem we purchesed the

Govarnor's car,

Very sincerely,

s

/ 1 . l
=Y. V77
/
Eon, Arfhur Yager,
The Governor of Portc Rico,
San Juan, Portc Rico,
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THE ¥, B, STEARNS COMPANY OF NEW YORK,
New York, August 26, 1915,
Mr, PAUL 8, CARTER,
Whitehall Building,
Battery Place,
New Yerk Citv,
Dear Sir:

If the Governor of Porto Rico decides to ship his
Stevens-Duryea car to the States and have it thoroughly overhauled,
wish to say, that Mr, H,C, Resver formerly of the Stevens-Duryea
Company is maintaining 2 repair and service station at 62nd Street
and Broadway, The Locomebiie Buiiding, Ee has a most complete shop
and is thoroughly reliable,

The Stevens-Durysa people have discontinued manufactvring
their cars and the largest part of their plant has been sold, What
they have left is used exclusively for the manufacture cof repair parts,

1t is a guestion of what is the best + ing for the Governor
to do in regard to his car,An A-1 cverhauled job will cost $6C0, +to
$€C0, plus the expense of getting the car here ang shipping it back,

It seems to we under these conditions, the best thing for the Governor
to do is to consider the purchese of a new car, He might take +this
car to the States and turn it in as part pavment, or better still, sell
it in Pertc Rico, The Stevens-Iuryea car here in the States hag very
little value, due to the fact that the Company is out of business,

1f the Governor considers the latter proposition,
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we would be pleased upon his arrival here in Hew Yerk, to give
him's demonstration in the Stearns-Knight car, It compares most
faverahly with the Stevens-Durvea and I have no doubt tut what he
will be pleased with it, We have cars ranging in price from %1395, tc
$50C0,

Yeurs very truly,

THE F,B, STEARNS CO, OF N, TV,
W, C., Sherman,

WDS/HW,
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THE F, B, STEARKS COMPANY OF NEW YORK,
New York, August 26, 1915,
¥r, PAUL 8§, CARTER,
¥hitehall Puilding,
Battery Viace,
Naw York City, ’
Daar Bir:

1f the Governor of Porto Rico decides to ship his »
8tevens~Durvea cay to the Staies snd have it thercughly overhsauled,
wish to say, that Mr, H,C, Beever formsrly of the Stevens-Durves
Company is maintaining = repair and service station at 62nd Street
&nd Broadway, The Locomobile Euiiding, He has & moat complete shop
and is thoroughly reliable,

The Stevens-Duryea psople have d{scontimied mamufactrring
their cars and the largest part of their plant has been sold, What
they have lefi ls used exclusively for the manufsciure of repair parts,

It ia a éuestion of what is the tesil thing for the Goveror
te do in regard to his car.An A-1 ovsrhauled job will cost $6C0, to
$600, plus the expenve of getting the car hers and shipping it back,
It seems to e under these eéﬁﬁitions,.the best thing for the Governor
to do is to consider the purchase of & new car, He might take this
ear to the Btates and turn it in as part payment, or better $till, sell
it in Porto Rico, The Stevers-Duryea car here in the States has very
1ittle value, dus to the faot that the Company is cut of btusiness,

1t the Governor considers the jatter propositicn,
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W8 would be pleased vpon his arrival here in New York + to pive
him & damonetration in the Steamhmiéh’t car, It compares most
favorably with the ftevens-Juryea and I have no doubt Wt what he
will be pleased with i, Ve have cars raaging in price from $1395, to
$5000,

Yours very truly,

¥, C, Sherman,
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August 28, 1915,

¥r. Paul S, @ar!er,
arch"s;na Agen
u&zéehall guzldinJ,
New York City.

Yy daar ifr. Garter:

Yours of the 16¢h has been duly received.

is I undarstond if, the Stasvens-Duryec psople
are not now meking their cars but they are still jurnish-
ing the parits reguired for repatring their old cars, ond
I think it possible that they moy hove some garege or ne-
chanical esteblishrent in New Fork through which they ere
trying to keep their older ocars in repair.

Howvever, as pou soy,1% moy be best to trcde the
old cor Jor o new oae of reputation and reliabilily. IFrs.
Yager ond our laughier ere cxzpecting fuv seil on the "Fra-
gos” September 8, and will crrive together wiith ir. Van
Peusgen and wife on the I3th, and i{f in conneclion wiil this
ear-exchange proposition you could arronge for the monufuc-
turers of the “"Thite” or gome oiher geod car in vhieh we
night be interested, fo meet her af the pler, or if that
would be inconvenient, lo put one of their caers ot her dis-
posal for « dey or two in New York City while she is shop-
ping, it would be helpful cll round. She would like to
try o 1ittle eny car that we moy conclude to purchese be-
Jere the purchcsge is nmode.
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ie I gtated before, I am planning to come

on the "Philadelphic” leaving on the 11lth, and will either
bring ny car up with me or send it up with Urs. Yager.

In as much as the " hiladelphic” does not lecve
Jrom the dock, it may possibly turn out to be sqfer and
better to send my caor up on the "Brozos” with Nrs. Yager.
This nay be hetter anyway, because if the errengement
suggested cbove would not be praeticchle, Hrs. Yager could
usge our own car while in the city.

I shall try to see you goon after npy arrival
and we can teke up those matters in ¢ personal conjference,

Very sincerely pours,

Fovernor.



PAUL S, CARTER, 1529-1630-1531 WHITEHA| RUILDING,
BATTER(‘X&W‘- P
ECYOR.

PURCHASING AGENT
TELEPHONE ‘815
Al
GOVERNMENT OF PORTO RICO, M,s\. R Eg§
OFFICE OF THE » ._'q 18
PURCHASING AGENT IN THE UNITED STATES, \b\fu N
NEW YORK. 2% T
August 18th, 13 e
R
Lear Governor:-
I have ycurs of August 1lth. The Stevensg-Duryea pesopls have

gone out of business. I am making inquiries to find out if there is
anybody they are interested in who cen re-build this car. If there is
nobodx,I think we had better trade it in for a Whits or some: other re-
liable make of car that is going to stay in business.
I will report to you later on this, and will.be glad to ses you
when you coms to New York.
Very sincersly,

(T2
Y oA

7/
Een. Arthur Yager,
Governcr of Porto Rico,
San Juan, Porto Rico.

gl xy
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lngust 1i, 1818,

ly dear ¥r. Carter;
fou will doubtless remenber the purchese of an

autonobile Jor ihe Governor of Porio lico eoneiime about
Decenber 1218, The order wvas given, I beliewe, by Ir.
Carrel ot that iine. The cer hes been in weitve service
ever since, hus been in éhe mein seiisjaciory, but of
course has hod pether hard serpice wid has receivec such
repairs az Lhe nechenics of ifhe goveranent guruge have
been oble to give i&; hut ¢ is now showing signs of weake

x

4 mid T Aasr TEAERE S md S . “d
¢l , GHG L east LB sd w0 teke it to

Lo

ness ond unveliobil
the Stctes with me when I go up tn Sepilenber and hove it
carefully exomined so vs lo uscoriein wvhelher ¢ will be
asdviseble éo have i¢ thoroughly gone vver end repuired or
whether we should get w wew car. Jn the laiter event i
desire fo trade {he present car in port poyment jor the

A

new one., 1 am wriilng thus ecrly te you so se to lei you
know my plans about il In edpance and in the hope thui I
will see you when I come to Jew Vork ond gei your @id in
aliending to (his metter. I have not ss yot delermined
the moke of car I should prefer Lo buy if I conclude o
a6t o acw one, end on thigs point ulso & an sure you will
be of prect sssistance. I an hoping now fo be wble do
get away on Sgpienber 11, and if so will recch Few lork

about the 1Gth barring weeidents. IVra. lager will be ocon-
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poellail o go up o little garlier end is hoping to sail
on the 8th, rcaching Yew York about the I3th. If we con-
clude to gei a naw car wa want to try it ourselves in lew

York bajore finally deciding te purchase. I am sure you

can arrange uwll these detuils very much hetter that we
can ourgelves.
“8$th bast wishes for you, I an

Stneerely ypours,

Governor.

dr. Pauld &, Coricr,
Purchesing Agent,
1829 [hiiekgll @1@3
Battery Tloce, lew

-

o4 . M S
ork Ciiy.

L
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OF PORTO RICO { o P
OFFICE OF THE FISCAL R g _
SAN JUAN IR
SJSU i
Private
B.-152, NOVEMBER 12th., 1915.
S IR:=-

As it has not been possible for me to
See you personally, I write this lines to give you my
wellcome #nd many thanks for having extended the license
which I had obtained.

I have seen that my fletition for itransfer
or noemination as District Judge of Arecibo has not been
met for reasons that I sincerelly respect.

I have spoken with the Acting Attiorney

General and he thinks thet Fiscal Torres Grau will be

Itrﬂnaferred to another district. I beg to agk that I be

transferred As Fiscal of Ponce.

Owing to the position I have in the Dep-
artwment, I have many enemies in this district and it
would be goed to have them to forget me.

On the other hand, I have a brother who
is practising the profession ¢f law in partnership with
Mr. Tizel and on account of this, althouhg (for the
peéce of my conscience) without any foundaticn whatever,
it is being said that the Fiscal has some benefits in
that law office.

Also the salary is emnll, the high cost
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OF PORTO RICO
OFFICE OF THE FISCAL
SAN JUAN

-2—

of living in San Juan &and work is excessive.

I would be obliged once more te your

administration if I codld be transferred by your honor,

A8 Soon &8 possible, to the City of Ponce.

Very respectfully yours,

pzéfgz’ af}f.p?-'/—’téiéo _

Fiscal for the District
of San Juan.

HON. GOVERNOR OF PORTO RICO,
Saen ﬁuﬁn, P. R.

LC/ATC.
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CONFIDENTIAL December 17, 1915.

ir. B, B. Childs,
Arecibeo, Porto Eice.

Ey dear Hr. Childs:

Some one hes suggested io me the name of Mr.
Setjo, a pharmacist of irecibe, as a possible appoiniment
Jor mayor of that eity. I am informed that Kf. Feijo was
elected as a councilman on the socialist tfeket last year
and that he refused to qualify and eniér-upon his duties
becaus: of certain conditions and podieies impesed by the
socialist pariy leaders of which #a-did not approve. I
de not know wvary much about Aim and of course will have
to know a good dsal more befure I could impose this heavy
task upon him. I wish yéb would wrile me promptly what
you knew or ecan sasily-leern about hm in this connection.
Please moke oll of pour inquiries private and confidential.
It ig perhaps best that it should not he known in Arecido -
that & on meking inguiriss for feur tha dominent faction
whe are in conlrol thers now might uadericke to thwart the
whole project in some wap. I hare reseived o tarns from
the feetion thot control whiel seem fo me entirely unsatis-
Joetory, and I huve esked Jor another which I fear will be
ne betler, end I an frping to secure information which
will enabls ne to set independently and ot the same tine
legally in the difficult task of providing a decent muni-
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eipsl governmant for the municipaliiy.

I hope that this will net be too nmuer trouble
Jor pou and thai you can let me hnow promptly ead scon-
Jidenticlly your views upon this point.

-

Jith besi wishes, I am

Sinceredly yours,

Nn p » -
rovernor.
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CENTRAL “LOS CANOS.” -
CABLE ADDRESS: S
“EDMUNDO PORTORICO" OF
" A B C 4TH EDITION 21
o pecibo, FPowbs Rice, Decenver 2085, 7975,
CODES. \.' § s

Honorable Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,

San Juan, Porto Rico,
My Dear Governor:

I have your favor of the 17th inst., and have
delayed answering same until I could carefully Iinvesti-
gate the matter, and give you an unbiased opinion, remem—
mering your accusation that I am one of the greatest "pes—
simiste" in Arecibo.

seijo, who is one of the soclalist leaders, was
very active in the campaign, and my understanding is, re-
gsigned from the council hecause Landron would not consent
to his being named President of the council,

If it is absolutely necessary that the Mayor be
selected from the Socialist group here, then vou certainly
have not much cholce, as they are practically all of the
same calibre, except, possibly, Landron, who is now out of
it, and a planter by the name of Vifias, whom I hardly think
would accept.

Seijo, if named, would undoubtedly be dominated
by the leader of the dominant faction, Estéban Padilla, fami-
liarly known as *Peje", whose repﬁtation you already know,
as well as by Santiago Iglesias, who has spent some time here
lately taking an interest in the selection of Mayor,

Seijo, I understand, is a brother-in-law of Lawyer

Pizol, of San Juan, who, althocugh a Unionist, is attorney for
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:the gdcialist party, and has appeared with Iglesias defend—
ing the socialist law-breakers. Pizol was in Arecibo, ¥ un-—
derstand, on Saturday, in consultation with Seijo, and it is
already generally rumored that Seijo is to be named, which
rumor, I might add, has caused some consternation amongst the
better element here, as it was greatly hoped that you would
find your way clear to avoid making a selection from that
element, While I have no facts upon which to base my asser-
tation, I am very much inclined to the opinion that Iglesias
is up to.another of his sly tricks, and is secretly having
cutsiders push the candidacy of his man. This being his strong—
hold on the Island, he 1s naturally resorting to every possitle
means t0 hold 1t,

As ptated above, it 18 very unfortunate, indeed,
that you are obliged to select any of them, especially as Just
now the settlement of the school-strike, in opposition tc the
dominant faction, is a severe blow, and, certainly, a good
step towards resoriing order in Arecibo.

But, if it 1s not possible to go outside the Socialist
Party, and it 1s absolutely necessary to select one of them from
here, then, from what I can understand, Seiljo is about the only
one left, other that the above name gentlemen ( Landrén and
Vifias). After all, it really does not matter whigh of them is
=lected, he, sooner or later, will be controlled by the dominant
faction,

If I can be of any further service to you, please com—
mand me.

Very sincerely your,

W-ti@ﬂ

y



Vareh 18, 1916,

Yy dear Er. Chamberlain;

This i3 to iatroduce to you the bearer,
Lisutenan? Jaime Nadal, an officer in the Porio
Lican Legimenit who desires fo discuss wilh pou
sene personal metiers connseted wiith Lis reuk in
this regiment.

Lieutenant Vadel has un excelleni reg~-
ord as an officer end is also u genileman of fine
personcl charseter, and I hope you will sse pour
way to give him o conference and make his aoquaini-
GRee.

Jith the highesi personad regerd, I an

Sincerely yours,
Zovernor.

Henorable Teorge E. Chamberlain, Cheirnan,
Committee on /ilitary éﬁf@ir&,
United Stutes Sencie,
Fashington, . C.

K xif
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Marchk 18, 1916.

Daer Sir: _

Your lettsr of the 10th instent with enclos-
ures hes jnst been received.

I have recd carefully the proposed amendment
Jor the Porto Licen bill wiih reference to the sppropric-
tion of money for seeturian purposes, ond I approve this
cimendment most heariily Te elready hove & low to that
effect, I think; ond I know that £t hus been and ig now
the practice of ths TJovernuent to follow the imericun
standerd cnd keep State and Churck entirely separcée.
But, as you say, laws and prociices may be changed and
it is better to have « provision of this sort in the op-
ganic act.

As to the prohibition cmendment, I en exeecad-
ingly doubtful. Uhile I have myself personally voted
and vorked for prohibition in Fentucky stecdily for 20
yeors, the condilions in lortc Lico are so entirely éif-
Jerend that I do not believe it would be precéicelly use-
Jul to atienpt to apply o prehibiéion lav o the fslund
at the present monent

“hen pour letter wes received I had clready
written und moiled fo Chairmen Jones en ccourcie cnd in-

partial stetament of the faets bearing upon prohibition

Jor Porto Rico at this tine, as thess fuots appeared to me.
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I an enclosing harein o copy of this letter to you, and I
would be glad if you would recd it carofully and consgider
with the utmost seri sness and without prejudice the whole
quasgtion. I Doy you to remember also thet all of ny own
prejudlices and bias are on the side of prohibition, If
you should have any gusstion in your mind ag to this, I
hope you will ask Senators Beckham and James, of Zentucky
or any of the nenbers of Congress jrom that State. Ky
record is thoroughly well known thare, and I om and have
been always an carnest worker on the side opposed to
whiskey.

Ié 12 perhops impossibls for you or any fmerican
who has not visited and remuined in Porto Ziico for e con-
siderchle time, to understand how different is the civil-
ization of this island from that of the United States and
how diffioult o task the imerican people have sat for
themselves hore. Ne have attempied to set up and operate
@ gtable and efficient government of the imerican type and
to make the Porto Ricuns themselves suffictently sctisfied
with this government fo eooperate in its adniniciration,

I fear that at this moment the encotment of « prohibition
lav for the island by Congress would constitute a new
cause of jriction between the administretion and the orte
BEican peoplc, =nd this added to oiher couses of friction

which have coms up from time to time would produce troudle
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and reterd the process of harmonious political develop-
ment. Gbnjress, however, is far away and not acquaint-
ed with the local conditions and therefore not wholly
Jitted to legislate for Porto Rico upon o matter like

this which touches intimately their sccial 1ife. DPorto
Eico is in many respeots ¢ backward couniry, end the
people are not yet resdy to apprecicte meny of the scoicl
questions that hove been discussed for o half century in
the Unted States. Of course they are improving in learn-
ing and the tine will come when such auestions as prohidi-
tion, weman's suffrege end general social ameliorations
will be cgitated ond disenssed here s elsewvkere. Ve will
also be much better ahle in o few yecrs to handle the
guaétion of revenue than we are ot present, and ny opinion
therejfore &3 that it would be bettar to nrostpone for o
tine Congresstonal action upon the subject of prohibition
Jor Porto Zico.

Americans genarally need to study conditions in
this little fsland. I wish very nmuch thot you yoursslf
could find time to make a pisit to Porto Bico, and T want
to extend an invitatfon o you to ocome down say next win-
ter and see for yourself just whot ore the problems whieh
we have to face. I am sure you would enjoy 1t if you
oould find time for o visit o) suy two or three wesks.
Pith your training and sxperience as o student and obserp-

er of social life you could learn a great deal in « short
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time from cctual observation that would enchle you to be
helpful to the Island in many ways. Forto Rico needs

help in many directions and that help nust come from the
United Stales. A4An outing like this would be o plecsant
experiance for you, and I promise you in advance that I
shall extend to you every facility and opporiunity jfor
saeing the situation whole and entire in the various peris
of the island. |

Heanwhile I am myself persuaded that Congress
should postpone for two or three years at leasi the enaci-
ment of the prohibition law, There 19 no questioning the
power of Congress to enuct o law like this whenever they
see fit to do so, but I feur that §t is inopporiune af
prasent. The consumpiion of acleohel in Poric Rico has
declined greatly in the last two or three ysars according
to our tax receipts. In 1313 we receipved more revenue
Jrom the alcohol taxr at 28 cents a liter than we do now
at 50 cents o liter; and congidercble nmore from the beer
tax at & cents o liter than we do now at 10 cents o liter,
This would indicate thal ithe amount men.factured and con-
suned is oansiderably less now than in 1913,

I would appreciate it If you would write me again
upon the subjeet, for I assure you that I am gincerely cne
xious to use¢ wvhcisver influence I may have with Congress
on the side.aj’ the wiigesrs:; sa&% abreﬁ% ‘i?atg;s;, Jor Porto Rico.
Dp, Wilbur F. Crafts,

206 Pennsylvania Ave.,
Vashington, D. C. Governor.,
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ipril 8, 1916.

Rev., "tlbur .. C!" Fits, "hele, _
International ”igerm éureau, Ine.,

-,

Taghington, I's 0.
¥y dear I'octor Crufés:

Your letter of Fareh S0 hog basen duly recefved
end read witl unusucl faterast.

There can be pery Iiiile error ia the Jigurcs ond
eatinctes that I sent you with reference fe the drink
5311 of Porte Biev. I wes not thinking of distilled
liguors only but of the whole wmount expended by the
people ¢ “eric Rieo for oleohelic drinks o) every sort.

Phe great bulk of the liguers is made from alechol,
and aleohel is manufsctured ocut of molagses as o bi-pro-
duct of the sugar industry, and the fox constifules
very lorgs percentage in the cest of manifacluring,- in
Seet it i3 said tc be almost ihe whole of fhe cost.

In order to moke this matier clear I am encloging
a goreful detuiled statament of the reveaues receivad by
our Trecsury, not only from the tax on cleohol but jrom
every other foru of the lisuor business.

I want to insure pou thot no investigation has been
nede by Frs. Fary and Hargaret Leileh. (11 of these
Fiourss are offioial and could have been secured by ap-
plieation; but they simply made « wild puess ot il as
they did asg to the amount puaid for flour. .11 the flour



used in Porto Rico is Imported end the total cmount is
less then $2,000,000, as reported by the Custom House.
They fixed ithis ad £7,000,000, whieh was simply onother
wild gusss. |

I am sending olso copy of o joint resolution pussed
by the Lagislature of Porto Zico with culy one disseniing
vote, and this I helisve sccurctely represents publie
opinion in Porito Rivoe.

Ag you hove roferred severscl fimce fo my oldress of
haka lNehonk, I would spprecicie 1% 1 pou would do ne
the honor to get o copy of the raport of the procuedings
of this Confarsnce cnd reed ny addvess in full. News-
papers ciirithuted do me ¢ remork made by Pr. Yoy and

other spechers; and I feel sure thet if you would recd

L4

A

my address in full you would geé o better i{dea of fhe
encrmous socicl problem we hove here in Poric Lieo and
of the difficulty whieh confronts the Iimericon edninistra-
tion.

Our difficulty will not be relieved in the lesast by
e prohibition amendment, but on the ecntrary will be
greatly inoreased. The enormous populciion, seven-eighths
of whieh-are ignorant, undeveloped and helpless peasants,
constitutes the fundamental problem. Ihe greatest cone
ereéte soolal evils may be stated, I believs, in the fol-
lowing order: (1) Gambling, (2) socicl immorality, (3)
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the entire laok of Saluith observations. We must of
course grapple with these things and do our best in the
Iine of amelioration., e have already a stringent anti-
gambling law and are making heroic efforts to secure its
enforcement and the support of the people in that en-
Jorcement =especially in the matter of lotteries and
cookfights which have always been the rational passitine.
If there be added to this now the prohibition law I fear
the whole campaign will break down undeér the enormous
difficulties.

Drinking in Porto Eico is one of the lesser esvils
Jrom the social point of view, and I am perjectly sure
that it would be wise to postpone the effort ic prohibit
thet by law. It is already diminisghing under the hecvy
tdxation, ag you will see by comparing the figures given
in the Jjoint resolution of the local legislature. They
(the tax receipts) have almest been ocut in holf in twe
years,

I wigsh very much that you could persusde the pro-
hibition leaders in Congress not to press this matier now.
‘0f course the Congressmen will be greatly’embarrassed a8
¢ matter of political expediency i{f they are compelled
to vote in this year of elections, and many of them might
be forced to vote contrary to thelr real conviections for
fear of inourring the anger of the prohibition voters in
their distrieta. But this method of legislating for
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Porto Zico at o digtance of 2,000 miles is unfair to

the island and huriful to cll the real imerican fntercsts

not only in Porto Lico but alse throughout Latin- merica.
I epprociated vary highly the sptrit of your letter

and T an oonfident that pou will look at this motter

Sfrom the standard of statesmenship and the really best

interests of ths people who ure inmediately fnvolved.
Fith the highest personcl rezard, I anm

7‘1’3(»3;‘,_3 Yt unnre
. Ly ...'-!’ 0,;'«-‘: 3 9

Fovernor.
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ipril 10, 1916.

r. —aorge Colton,
Lnsencle,

"prio dco.

Yy cear Zr. Colton;

I have Just receivad you? short letter of
pril 7th aead dasire to respond with o brief expression
of my deep sympath for pou in the sad and sudden loss
of pour [futher. I know his death nust hovs come asg o
pery greal sheel to ypou end I apprecicte more than I
cen express the sense of bereavement and loss which I
hnow opervhelms you.

I hope I may ses pou defore vov sail ednes-
day, §f t1 is possible. P lease extend my sympathies
to your brother ani alsc fe your auni Kre. Hagner, of

¥ % £ ) P proy g it :
rashington, when you sgee her.

Tovernor.
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April 19, 1916.

Hon. Arthur Yager,

Governor of Porto Rico,

San Juan, P.R,

Dear Sir:

REV E. W. THWING,
Oriental Secretary, Peking,

Mrs, WILBUR F, CRAFTS,
Honorary Missionary Secretary,

Office Secretary and Cashier,
MRs, RosA E. PENNELL,

PHONE, LINCOLN 1955,
CABLE ADDRESS : INREFRRU,

Unless otherwise requested, letters
on Bureau business should be ad-
dressed to Bureau,

Our Secretaries in Porto Rico, Misses Mary and Mar=

garet Leitch, write me that they sent out the estimate

which they derived from inquiries as to the amount of

money spent for drink as compared with that spent for

flour, to many persons, including officials,in Porto

Rico, months ago, and that no one until now has critie

cised the figures, which seem to have been undoubtedly

too large, but I think should have been corrected long

since by some of those to whom they were sent.

While their estimate of the consumption of liquors

is undoubtedly too large, I am wondering if a careful

re-examination would not show that your estimate is too

small, inasmuch as it names only a slightly larger sum

for the cost of liquor to the people than is paid to the

Government for revenue.

SEXY

In this country we figure on

from thirteen to twenty times as much is spent by the
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Govérnor Yager

people in the retail cost of liquors as comes back in
licenses and Government taxes. This matter was takep
up and worked out elaborately in Baltimore, where the
proportion of Government income to the people's expen-
diture was found to be as one to thirteen, and that is

a smaller ratio than has been worked out in some other
cases, where it has been as much, in some instances, as
one to twenty. It would seem ag if the profit which the
wholesaler must get in this business, and then the fur-
ther profit that is paid to the retailers as they sell it
out to the people, including also vhat the people pay for
dilutions and adulterations, would reach a larger. sum than

you have named.

I should be glad if you would make some investigations
and inquiries and see if your figures as to the cost to the
people are not rather below the mark. On the other hand, we
will carefully watch our figures to keep them down in the
future, especially when we get some more definite informa-
tion, which I ehould anticipate would come about midway be=-
tween the figures that have been given out on both sides.

Bl e

Respectfully,

-2-
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H. 8. Pinkham, Rev. P. R, Hickok,
J.'C. McDowell, J. . Porter, A. H. Garrochales, Porto Rico, April 17, 1916, PHONE, LINCOLN 1955
Hames,C.N.Howard, B.B.Bassette. CABLE ADDRESS: INREFBU

Honorsble Artlur Yager,

Governor of Porto Rioce, :
Exeoutive Mansion, San Juan, P, R,
Dear Sir:

Your name, like the name of Genrge Washington, will shine brighter as time
goes on, if you will even now, as a private citigzen if not as Governor, throw your
great influence, in a letter to Congress, on behalt of the prohibitien of the

liquor traffic here,
You ray have thought that-%l\;e people of the island did not went prehibitien,
You have been surrounded by polliticiqng and men direotly interested in the
liquor traffic, and by those ®ho, from msocial and business reasons, are afraid to
offend the liquor interests,
But if you have been keeping your ear to the ground, you will have learned
before now that there is a strong sentiment among the educated and the public
spirited people on the island in favor of (‘;hG prohibition of the traffic,
In your letter of March 15th to Chairman Jones of the House Committee of the
U, S. Congress, you say = YPorto Ricans in general have never yel fell the need of
prohibitory laws upen the subjeot of intoxicants, ™
Te think that there are facts of recent occurrence which point in a daifferent
direction, For example, The Reglonal Hissionery Conference, which was held in

gsanturce March 16-20, and whioh was attended by delegates from the various

Protestant Missionary Societies working on the island, passed a resolution in favor

byl

of the prohibition amendment to the Porte Rico bill new before Congreas,
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Thoge delegates represented an intelligent, influential and altruistic body

of Americans and Porto Ricens,

In these Miasions there are 169 ordained ministers, of whom 34 are Ameriesn Miss~
lonaries., And in these Missions there are 115 teachers and lay workers, of whom
three are fully qualified Medical Missionaries and 40 are Ameriesn Lady Missionaries,

The church members of the churches of these missions mumbered, on Jan. 1,1916

18,250 persons,

WVhen the resolution was adopted every Porto Rican present voted for it,

and the vote was followed by yrolonged applause,

We think that these persons represent the wey in which the intelligent, and
public spirited citizens ot Porto Rigco feel about the matter.

Any man,on receiving fresh evidence on a question, has a right to change his views,

Mr, Luis Munoz Rivera, Resident Commigsioner from Porto Rico in Washington,n.C.,
was doubtless mistaken when he said, spesking of the liquor business in Porto Riaso,

that the business represents a value of twc lundred XX million dollars; and the
prominent American who gave uz the estimate that fourteen million dollars was spent
anmally in Porto Rice for intoxicating liquors may have been miataken in his estimate;
and you may have beén mistaken ‘:ln thinking that the people of Porto Rico in general
have never felt the need of prohibitory laws on the subject of intoxieants,

The people of Forte Rico are not so much congerned as to the. mistekes that may
have been made, as they are cencerned with the vital question CAN THEY GET RID OF THE
LIQUOR TRAFFIC?

Let us help these people te get rid of the 5,500 acoursed liquor shops on ’che;{sland.

The tide is rising here every dey in favor of prohibition, Lawyers, merchents,
and persoens of all classes and vrofessions on the island have been sending
Resolution-Petitions te the U, 8. Congress, asking for prohibition,

These petitions have been signed by thousends of persons,

Even the looal papers are now meking cariocatures of the liquor traffioc,

On which side will you now, at this oricis, throw your influence?
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Your influence with Congress mey turn the scales one way or the other,

In your letter to Dr. Willur F. Crafts of March 18,1916, you say i~

"The consumption of alechol in Porto Rico has deoreased greatly in the last wo

two or three years, according to our tax receipts."

From a letter received by us from Hon, Charles F, Hill, Acting Treasurer of Porto
Rico, dated April 7, 1916 the total veceipts from the Excise Tax and fyrom the

License Tax during the past ten years are shown to be as follows,

1908 ... veees. $790,148,62 s

1907 | . ...........1,219,702,77

1808 , ,......... 1,180,087 84

1809 ,,.......... 1,1564,,842,86

1910 #06sess0csn0s 1’210'485.09

1911 |, ..cueeee.o 19429,207,78

1912 ,...000000.. 15462,095,48 . 29

1913 ,....000.... 1,864,658,48

1914 ,........... 1,393,194,02

1915 Sesecssecovens 1’806’134.34' J o4 ‘ y £ 0 £ P

You will zee that the trend is upward.
From the same letter from the Acting Treasurer we learn that the License Tax
received from Retail Liquors have msde an alarming inorease, during the past

ten years, Hias figures are as follows,

1906 .ol e.n.....$63,2723,00
1907 .........-.....77,5?9.50
1908 iiieeueeenesss85,698,00
1909 ... Rew% 92, ..86,404,50
L PRIy S 94,898, 50
1911 ....-.000-0000105,581000
14912 ..-.-.ou.oo-¢.108’360000
1913 ...‘.-........108,233.00
1914 ,...0eveneees 1115872,850
2916 L ..ieeveoaseaa.109,688,00

The Asting Treasurer also said, "In view of the tact that liquor licenses are
{ssued quevterly, it is not possible to stete the munber of establishments doing
business through the year, The mnber varies from about 5,500 to 5,750 different
eatablishments,
Porto Rico has, in vound mumbers, 1,250,000 inhebitants,
At 5,500 liquor shops this wounld be an average of one liquor shop to every 327

persons, Allowing five persons to a femily, that would be on the average one liquovr
shop for every 45 families,
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That is a very heavy burden for every small community to bear.and this burden

falls heavily on the laboring class,

In your letter to Chairman Jones, above referred to, you say i~ "In order to ald
in this study, I am enclosing, on a separate sheet, a complete and detailed
analysis of all the items of inocome derived by the Insular Govermment from
intoxicating liquors for the year 1914-15. They amount to about 31,400,000 and
sonstitute 87 per eent of the entire receipts 8¢ the Isband Govermment for that year."

In your letter to Chairmen Jones you further say,"The educated people drink,
almost exclusively, light wines, and the lsborers and the poorer Dpecdle Arink a cheap
run memfastured here on the island,”

In the pamphlet entitled,"Surmery of transections in the U, 8. Custons Devartment
for the fiscal year ending June 80, 1916" it ig shown on page 7, that the total value
of all spirits, wines and malt liquors brought into Porto Rico from the United States
and foreign countries during that fiscal yeer was $268,518, Deducting the amount here
nemed from the amount named by the Exeoutive Council (ascording to "Poerto Rico
Progress" of March 29, 1916) as the value for the same year of the intoxicating
drinks consumed in the island, viz. $1,614,000 would leave the sum of $1,345,48§as the

value of the intoxieating drirks mamifactured here, and consumed here,

Now it appears that the' laborers and the poor people on the island, who drink

the oheap rum memufactured here, from vhich the greater part of the revemuse of

$1,400,000 is derived, mM& are meeting nearly ONE THIRD of the texation on this island.
This heavy burden of texation is being thrust on their shoulders by the wealthy

slasses,
Ye do mot think that the sum of $1,400,000 is enough to compensate fer

the demoralization of one man or one boy here,

—_ =y st — gy o

e think that the Govermment would do better to get its reverme by a direct tax
from the people who are best able to pey, rather than through an indiveet tax whieh
involves the demoralization of so many of the laboring class,

In your letter to Dr, Crafts of March 18th you sey that you voted and worked for

prohibition steadily in Kentucky for twenty years.

—
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The laboring classes in Kentucky are not as poor as the laboring olasses here,

The drinks consumed there are not, we believe, as deadly as the drinks
consumed here, -

The souls of people in Kentucky are not worth more than souls here, and
prohibition will net do any more good to the people in Xentueky then to the people here,

. e r—— ap— s p——— —TT——

It may not be too late for you to use your great influence with Congress on

P

the side of prohibition,

If you will do this you will be remembered with honor and gratitude by the

peonle of Porto Rigo,, and the women, whose husbands are now svending the:lr money

over the counters of the 5,500 licensed liquor shops here, when these shops are

—_—

—

closed, will 1ift their hearts to God in pmayer for a blessing on Governer Yager,

me———

Very sincerely yours,

7%”7 “7%7%&// a’“iﬁ%
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Garrocheles, Porto Rico, April 1, 1916,

[4

governor of Porto Rico,

bHig Excellenoy Arthur Ysger,

i

Dear Sir:

We beg you to use your whole influence in behalf of the prohibitiot_‘_

of the ligquor traffie in Porto Riego,

You are aware of the wretohed condition of the leboring olasszes 'here.

Ard you know that this condition of poverty is being aggravated by the
liquor traffic here,

And you know that unless prohibition is enacted by the Foderal Govermment
ve are not likely to get prohibition here for o long time to come, beoemse the
local Govermment will want the revemue from the liguer traffic, and becsuse the
nemiacturers of alecoholic drinks here will use their influencs for the
contimation of the traffio,

Your influemse will very probably turn the soale for -prehibition or sgainst it,

Your duty to God and to the people of the island ‘is your highest duty,

This is perhaps one of those rere times whioh may come to you only once in a
life time, when the sction vizioh you take will have a bearing on the future of thés

island which cannet be over estimated.

You have to tixink, not so much of the wishes of a few polititions who olemoy

If you will ocable to Messrs Jones and Shaforth, in Washington, that personally
you desire the prohibition of the traffioc, ‘the result would probably be that
prohibition would be secured.

Your name would be held in highest honor for this act, by all the people of the
islandy—not only by.the best people of the island, ut also by those who wigh to
uge you as a tool, and whe, if they ocan so use you, will feel only eontempt for you
in their hearts,

And furthermore, if you will take this brebe stand as a man, it will be a gource

of joy to you while memoyy lasts, and when you stand before God at the CGreat

Judgement Day,
¥ith great respsct, Very aingerely yours,

Jpary Fittary akef 7 el EA,
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His Excellenoy Gevernor Yager, Gerrocheles, Porto #Mlge; April 1, 1916,

Dear Sir,

You have doubtlesa ssen in "Porto Rico Progress” of larch 29th, th
entitlied—~ "

"Igland Most Temperate, Legislature Asserts,

Joint Resolution in Exescutive Couneil Denies Recent Statements Cherging

Intemperance, "ants no prohibitien., Urges Congress not to aet on recent

memorial of Interneational Reform Buresu, "

The artiole says:~ "According to figures set forth in a Reselution of the

Executive Council , , , the island consumes 34800,000 liters of various beversges,

ineluding distilled spirits, wine, beer,

and champaign, These beversges in 1914-15
were valued at $1, 614,000,"

Now we do not understend how that valuastion was made up,

Later on in the article is the following,"The resclution (of the Executive Cormittte)
also ghows that there is s marked deorease in the consumption of alecholie
beverages in the island, and cites tigures for -the years 1913-13 and 1914-15

te prove the statement, The total consumption in 1913-13 was 6,888,000 liters and
in 1914-15 was 38,805,000 liters".”

Has there actually been such-e JM¥¥% decremss in the sonsumption of liquors
on the island?

Aeecordirng to that rete of deorease there would be no liquor consumed here in a
very fow years,

In order to fairly understand whether the consumption is really

decreasing on the island, we think we should have the figures for the nast {en years. i

What we want to learn is the exmot facts in the cagse,

We have heen trying to get definite figures and facts from Government Officials

and others for two years past, ut heve not besn able to get them,
The publio has & right to them now as the whole question is up for disocussion,
We do not think that it is falr to draw the conolusion that "there iz & merked

decrease in the consumption of aleoholic beverages® Ly cormering the statistios

from one year with the statisties of one other vear,
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because there might have been an over production one year end a much less amount
Produced amother year, and the amount consumed may have been even grester instead of
less, or, on account of hard times, the people mgy have consumed more Porto Rican
rum, and less beer, wine ard champaign snd so the quentity oonsumed may have been
less, but the astual amount of aleochol in the drink zay have been more, and
drurnkenness may have been on the inerease, Te want to knoew if this ig so or not,
You will motice in the printed copy of the "Heewing before the Cormittee of the
United States Senate on the Pecific Islands and Porto Rige®,held ou iarch 3d, that,
in the testimony given by Juan Pize, the President of the Porto Rioan pistilling co,
whieh appears on page 13, hf says:— "The distilling industry, after a long period of

stagnation, is now becoming peying, and as an exporting industry is now a source of :

——y
T )

Prosperity for the island, "
The tempersnoce people on the island ought to know just how much runm the
distillers on the island have turned out year by year during the past ten yeers,
And we want te know how much of this has been consumed on the island year by yeer

end how rmch has been exported,

———— e — T

We have been shocked during the past nine months to lesrn about the large ship~
ments of rum sent fyom Beston, Maszs, to the West Coast of Africe,

It would appear from published statements, that about 200,000 gallons of strong
drink-—mostly rum—— are being shipped every iwo weeks from Boston to the West Coast

of Africa.
It has been affirmed by missioneries and travellors that this traffic is

doing greet harm in Africa, Rev, Charles Satchell Morris, a iravellor in South and
Vest Africa, and at the time an esgent of the National Baptist Convention, and the
American Beptist Hissionery Union, says, regarding this treffie, "It has turned }
the entire West Coast into one long bar room fyom which no fewer than twe million /
savages go forth to die every year as a result of this traffie,”

(Seec page 89 in "Intoxicating Drinks and Drugs in All Lands and Times, ) / f‘

Iz Porto Rigo vum finding its way to Boston?? If go, in what quentities?

. e — !
1
\

Do we went the people of Porto Migo (e have a shere in that erime?

Would this be "a source of prosperity to Porto Rigo," i?
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In a syndicate article recently prepared by Dr. ¥, F, Craftg for the press of the

Unites States, he says regarding the rum iraffic between the United States and Africe—

"Fow Americaens seem to remlize that ¥New England is doing greater MEEBNETND

atrocities in Afrioa through the effects uvon body and soul of this New England rum,

than Germany has done in Belgium or Turkey in Armenias,"
¥e do not believe that the Governor of Portoe Rico, or the more oonseientious

members of the two Houses of the Legislature of Porto Riso, can wish to have any

share in that traftie.

Mr. Pisa aaye that the distilling industry as an expopting industry is now a

¥e want to know how much Porto Ricen rum has besn exported for the past ten

years, and to what ports it has been sent,

Eing Alfred of Belgium was not willing to lose his goul,ile would rather lose

every thing else, Satan is bidding for men's zouls here on the island,

Ne intelligent man or women can take the.3tand of neutrality at this time,

My, Juan Piza, in his testimeny et the Senate Hearing, seid,"we estimate that the

value of gsirits consumed in Porto Ricolyearly is about $2,090,000 of which
$1,600,000 is texpg"

And we notice that in the article above referred to, in Porto Riso Progress,
the stetement is made by the Executive Council, that the beverages oonsumed by the
people of Porte Ricoin 1914-15 were valued at $1,614,000,

Does this sum revresent the valuatien placed upon these liquors fopr taxation
urpoges, oy does it represent the price which the oconsumers pey?
If it represents the veluation placed u *u thesze liguers fo:
may be a mach smeller amount than the amount whieh the consumers psy,
What we want o ascerfain is)w‘hat de the consumers pey?
In order to learn this we would like to have a statement compiled from Gov't

stetistios, which would show the following:~ —

taxsation nurposes, that

(
S
|

t
i
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1) The quentity of each kind .of liguor brought inte the island year by year during

the last ten years, and the value placed upen it by the importers at the time, and
the Govermmeni{ tax levied on these?liquors each year,

(2) The qusntity of.-each kind of liquor mermtesctured on the island year by year during

the pest ten years, and the value placed upon it at the time by the namifacturers, and

the Gov't tax levied on these ligquors each yeear,

(8) The quantity of esoh of the different kinds of liquor chipved frem the igland yeer

by year during the past ten years, and the value placed ¥ upen it at the time by the

mamfacturers or shippers, and the Gov't export tex, if any} levied on these liquors

eech year,

(4) The mnber of licensed shops of each grede on the islamd for the sale of aleoholie
liquers year by yeer Juring the past ten years, the total license fees paid by thess
each year ., and whether paid to the Insular Gov?t or to the Lecal Gov't Boards,

(5) The total Gov't reveme derived from the liquor traftic yeer by year during the

last ten yeers, and how mich of this was applled toward the work of the Insular Gov'i

and how ruel toward the work of the Loeal Cov't Boards,

with thesc statisties in hand, it would be poassible for you, we think, to aseertain the

average Price charged to the consumer for each kind of liquor, and te arrive at &
tairly accurate estimate #f Jhe quantities of the different liquors consumed on the ¥
island, and the total-cost to the consumer, and the total revemie veceived by Gov't
from this traffic year by yeer during the pest ten years.

In a pamphlet entitled "Summaxy of Trangactions 1;1 the U, 8. Customs Deperiment
of Porto Rigo for the Fisocel ycer ending June 80, I915," it is shown on page 7, that
the totel value of all Spirits, Wines, and Malt Liguors brought inte Porto Rico from
the U, 8, and Poreign Gountries during that Fisoal Yeer was $268,518,

Deducting the amount here named from the sum named y the Executive Council as the
valne, for the same yeer, of the intoxicating drirks oongumed in the island, vigze,
$1,614,000 would leave the sum of $1,345, 482, as the velne of intoxiocating drirka
mam factured and gonguned herae,

Does not this consist lergely of Porto Rican ramdf

Te are told that Porto Rican vun sells at 12 sents a pint and that some persons
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Wil¥ get drurk on two or three cents worth of this rum,

3
Is not this yum moetly consumed by the leboring classes! Considering the wretched
condition of the laboring classes,

The question which we have to face is, Is this state of things to contime and this
omni~pregent temptation of the liquor chpe 21l along the public roads, to be kept be-
fore these gmagim poor ignorent peoplet

1£ you cen prooure the information above asked for, and meke it publio, we think
that it would be a great help towerd the intelligent discuseion of this question here
on the igland, and also th the disoussion of this question gy the U, 8. Congress,

Simerely Yours,

%/27 %%&z?/,wzx////f Azt

|
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April 22, 1916.

Ir. Joe Hilchell Chappls,

The Fational Vagezine,

Soston, Yags.
Dear Sir:

I an enclosing the copy of the schetch

of Porto Lico with only one or iwo verbal eorrections
in it. I think it cuite interesting and,as jor as it
goes, correct.

Fours very truly,

orerior.
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ipril 25, 1916.

Ky dear Senator Chilton;

Your lestier of the 15th instant
with reference fo Ar. Blanford has just
been raceived.

The application for pardon of
¥r, Blanford hage mot yet come up to ns,
but I understand it will be presented
in due time, and I sesure pou I will
give the motter most eareful considera-
tion, and especially your very kind and
gtrong letter in vegard fo i%.

Fitk every assurance of personal
ragard, I am

Sincerely yours,

Tovarncr.

Honorzble ', E. Chiléon,
ntted Stoutes Seacte,

Tashington, P'. C.
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‘ GOVERNMENT OF PORTO RICO

TREASURY DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE TREASURER

. ADDRESS ALL DFFICIAL
COMMURMICATIONS TO THE
TREASURER OF PORTO RICO
SAN JUAN, PORTD RICO

T. F. 101.

San Juan, April 2%-19186.

¥y dear Governor,-

Referring to the tables on page 3 of a letter
dated April 17th, 1916, fram the Misses Yary and
Hdargaret W. Leiteh, of Garrochales, I find that the parts
quoted are taken from my letter to these Ladles of the
7th of April and are entirely correct as far as they g0.
The Uisses Leitch, however, neglected o quete the fah-
lowing paragraph of my letter, which has a most decided
bearing upon the figures. In this paragraph I drew
their attention to the fact that the rate on distilled
spirits was increased on/March 19th, 1913, to the
Fresent rate of fifty cents, or nearly doubleée what it
had been prior to that date. Analyzing these figures
with this in view it is seen that the revenue derived
from distilled spirits for the last complete fiscal
year (1914-1915) is less in amount than that for the
preceding year, which is the only other complete year
under the increased ratg'and represents the tax gt fif.-
ty cents a liter on 1,951,176 litera of distilied
spirits. This total, mcreover, is not the amount of
spirits consumed as beverages, since it also includes

all distilled spirits found in medicines, cosmetics
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and flavoring extracts, and, in short, every article which
contuins gloohol.

For the year just prior to the increase in the
tax rate the tax per liter was twenty-eight cents and
the amount collected at this rate shows a consumption of
3,770,588 liters, or approximately twice the consump-
tian of three years later.

Referring to the second table cencerning the
revenue collected from licenses to retail liguor dealers,
it is seen that the receipts from licenses for 1915 are
less than for 1914 and approximately equal to those of
1912 and 1913, the two years just prior to the increase
in the rate, for on July ist, 1913, the rate for first
Class dealers was increased fram $28 per annum to 100
ver annum; for second class dealers fram $16 per annum
to §501 third class dealers from $8 per annum to $30
and two lower clagses added at the respective rates-of
$20 and $10 per annum. From these figures it will be
seen that the lowest or fifth class at present is some-
what more than the third class, which was the 1owest
rate grior to the change. However, most licenses are
not fixed at the lowest rate but are fixed at the mid-
dle rate or the next to the lowest rate, which pay,
respectively, $30 and $20 per annum.

The Department has not compiled statistics as
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to the number of licensees in each class and our figures
Tepresent only the total collected from all classes, but
I feel justified in stating that the license rate has
increased from 150 to 200 rer cent over and above the
rates for 1912 and 1913, as an average covering all clase
ses. |

Note is made of the number of establ ishments
licensed to retail liquors, which was given dn'my letter,
a8 quoted by the Uisses Leitch, at from 5,500 to 5,750
and average the number doing business throughout the year,

As stated, the licenses aré rveonewed at the be-
ginning of each quarter, so that the number varies from
One quarter to another. Of this number there are but
seven establishments which correspond to the saloon in
the United States and almost all of the business esta-
blishments licensed to retail liguors are, in reality,
grocery stoures, refreshment barlors, hotels and reg-
taurants, and the business of retailing liquors is in
a great majority of cases merely incidental to the othe
er business,

As an example of the estall ishments which have
liguor licenses, there ray be mentioned the *Maflorquins®
in San Juan, which is frequented by ladies of the high
est social position and is more an icg-cream parivr and

after-theater refreshment -and supger place than a saloon
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in the sense in which the word is used in the United
States, yet it pays a liquer license of the first class
at the rate of $100 per annum.

Most grocery stores have a retail liguer license
for the convenience of their patrons, which enables thenm
to sell beer and light wines as wWell as distilled spirits
and it is quite possible that many of them sell a great
deal more of these comparatively little intoxicating
keverages than they do of distilled spirits.

Regarding Dr. Crafts' letter as to the price
at which rum is sold to the consunmer), “I have asked the
Chief of the Bureau of Excise Taxes to make a report
on this through the revenue agents and I hope to be able
to place this in your hands by tomorrow morning at the

latest.
Vefy |truly yours,

Coe
Acting}fgésgﬁgg’.fég\‘;fgiL/f

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governer of Porto Rico,
San Juan, Porto Rido.
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GOVERNMENT OF PORTO RiICO

g TREASURY DEPARTMENT

i OFFICE OF THE TREASURER

L\

ADDRESS ALL O:FICIAI.
COMMUNICATIONS To THE
TREASURER OF PORTO RICO
SAN JUAN, PORTO RICO

San Juan, Aprii 28-19146,

My dear Governor, -

In accordance with ny pranise in yesterday's
letter I am returning the coammunication written you by
Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts concerning the expenditure 'of al-
coholic beverages in Porto Rico.

The figures given in my letter of April 7th to
the Misses Leitch show, in detail, w eack year for the
past ten years, the amount coligcted from the different
sources, such as distilled gpirits, beers, wines, ete.,
a8 Well as the amount derived from license fees ang I
all accompanying this letter with @ table covering the
nine months jusgt basged of the current fiscal year, which
brings these figures as closely up to date ag it is pose
sible for us té do at this time.

I.find that of the 1,951,176 liters of dig-
tilled spirits upon which the tax anouriting to $975,588.27
Was collected during the fiscal years 1914-315, oniy
1,886,067 iiters Tepresent domestic alecohol released in
Porto Rico for Consumption upon the bayment of %tax and al-
though this alcdhol Was used almost in itgs entirety in

the manufacture of Tum, stiil a certain reduction should

T. F.101.
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TAX ON LIquors FOR THR NINB-MONTH PERIOD oF JULY

1-1815 70 MARCH 31, 1916, OR 3/4 OF THg
FISCAL YEAR 1915-186.

Distilied spiritsg, ¥ 659,392,908
Seer, 92,837.19
Wine, 35,699.52
Champagne, 5,934590

= LICENSE TAXES =

Distillers, $ 900.00
Rectifiers, 9,824,.50
Whol. distilled 8pirits, 10,350.00
Wine, wholesale, 4,400.00
Beer, wholesale, 3,925.00

Retail liguors, 75,675.00.
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Fay 2, 1916.

Dear Mesdames;

Your letter of the 17th ultime, with
reforence to the question of prohibition in Porte Rice,
has bean received and earefully read.

I cannot conscientiously ehange the position
I have taken with reference to this quesiion at this
time. I have read very carefully the arpuments con-
tained in your letter ond am convineed that while you
are entirely conseientious in pour Pemarks you ore un-
eonsoiously influenced mueh more by preconceived opin-
tons and {deas formed by knowiedge of the conditions
in the United States then by o careful study of the
conditions whick preveld in orto Eice.

You stote ih your letter fo me: "you have
been surrounded by pelitieians and men direcily iater-
ested in the Mouor traffie, and by those who, from
gsoeial and businsss recsons, ore afraid fe offend the
ltiquor interests.” This is entirely untrue. ie have
here in Porie Rieo no “"liguor traffie” in the sense in
which that torm is used in the United States; that is,
there is no great combination of distillers, brewers
and saloon-keepers with enormous capital interfering in

politice and pushing in every possible way their nefur-
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lous traffic upon communiiies that ars endeavoring to
Jree themselves from it. No sueh condition extsts in
Porie Bleo. There are only five or six small digtillers
of aleohel; only one brewery, and only about seven smell
saloons in the imerican sense. These smoll interests
have no organisation, do not interfore in politics and
havs in ne way brought eay pressurs to bear upon the
Jovernor to influsnce his ottitude upon this guestion.
This ts simply ¢ foet, and I do not think you ought to
assume the contrery and make statements whieh are based
entirely upon eonditions which prevefl in the United
Jtetes and do not exist hera.

I am convinced that the ministers and mission-
ary conferences and other ergunizations, to whom you re-
Jor as being grectly interssted in prohibition for Porte
Rico, are influsnced in $he main by the same precenceip-
ed fdeas end motiped whieh they have gotien direcily or
indirectly from 2 knowledge of the conditions in the
States, nlﬁﬂ Jrom any personal study of the aetusl
eonditions whieh exist in Porto Aieco.

I heve sxamined also the list of figures which
you give oonnected with the execise taxes and receipis
Jron licenses by the Treasury lPepariment of “orto Riece.
You have made ne answer whatever to my statement in my
letter to Pr. Crafts of Hareh 19, that "the consumption
of aleohol in "erte Rice has dc:nuu regulardy in the
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last twe or three years, according to our tax receipts.”
That statement can be proved abselutely by the [figures,
and your reference to the money receipés for 10 years
showing o general upward trend in the receipis of money
Jrom exeise taxes simply misleads. You fall to state
that tn 1913 the rate of tax upon aleohol wos inereased
Jrom 28 cents a liter to 50 conts a liter, and thergfore
the money receipts would be greatly tnflusncad by this
change of rate of taxation.
Ky statement as to consumpiion referred ilo

the QUANTITY of aleohol made and consumad &n Perto Rico
Jor all purposes. The figureas ad 'to quantity show the
Jollowing resulis: For the ysar 1912 there wers pro-
duced in Portoe Rico 8,770,556 liters; for the year 1915
there were produced only 1,951,176 liters, showing a _
decrease of nearly oms half in the quautfty.'ffgzzzdca
erease has steadily pone on through the curreni year as
proved by the figures of the tex receipts for the O months
ending April 1, 1918, vhich show & production of alcohel
of only 1,318,785 liters. Feor purpobta o/ comparison
this can be stuted In the cvercge rate of producition per
month and we get the following:

1912, average production per month 514,215 liters,

1015, - =de~ 162,508 "

1916, =do- 146,581 7
which proves absolutely that the consumption of alcohol
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in Porte Rico ot the present time s less than one-half
what £t wes in 19212, 4ind yet, in spite of this absolute-
1y seourate statement of the foets, you state your con-
clusion, from o table of figures that have no bearing on
t8, that "the trend s upward,” On the contrary, it is
downward in o most remarkable dagres.

In the same misleading manner you have used
the figures given by the Trecsurer as to the regeipts
from lieense tax on retailers of liquors end have otiempi-
ed to show what you call "an alerming inerecse during the
past 10 years,” In this tabie you alse overlook the faet
that the rate for licenses to retailers wae inerecsed on
the aperage from 180 to 200 pup_vent in lhe year 1913,
and that the monstary peturns from these licenses would
nnéur:.z.!y be largely ingrecsed by the increcse in the rate.

I desire olsp to protest emphatioclly agoingt
your uss, or rothes nisuse of the word "1liguor shep” in
this aomcctm, epplying that word to all the establish-
wents that take out o reteiler’s license for the scle of
any kind of sleohelic beverage in Porée Rico, These es-
tablishments include practieally oll the grocery stores,
all the small retail storss for genercl merchandise

throughout the fslond, all the restourants, candy shops,

{oe-oream parlors, ete, All of these establishments hove

a retailer’s lioanse for the sale of some kind of aleohol-
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to beverage, but this constitutes o zery smell part of
thetr business. They are in no sense “liguor sheps"”
such as that name implies in the United States; and your
offort to make it appear that "there is in Porie Eico
one liquor shep for every 327 parsons, or for every 45
families” is so misleading and so ltkely to deceive the
members of Congress and the peopls of the United States
that I do not understand how you could bring yourself
to make t¢. As a metter of foot there are only 7 saloons
or bar-roome in the whole of Porte Lice tn the sense in
whioh that word ts used in the Unitpd States.

1s I stated in my letter io Dr. Crafts, I wish
emphatiecally to reiterate that there is comporatipely
1itt1s drunkenness among ths psople of Perte Kice. Their
consumpifon o clecohelie drinks has grectly decrecsed in
the last & years. - ABy one who csserts the contrary, in
ny Judgment, ts sfaply slendering the people. Theose
people have thelr feults, as heve all peoples, but drunk-
enness ts not one of them.

If eonditions with reference to drink in orie
Bieo were similar to these of the United States, 1f the
menufecture and sole of alooholie drinks played sueh
hopoo here as in the Stofes, I should unhesitatingly ad=
pocate the prohibition amendment for “erto Eico in spite
of the destruction of revenue whioh is s0 much neaded
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Jor our schools and in spite of the fear of the anti-
imerican feeling that would eertainly be aroused. But
I am perfectly sure that the need for prohibitory laws
tn Perto Rico at this time fs not sueh as would Justify
the difftoulites and dengers thet weuld Jellow them.

Tery respectfully yours,

Governor.

The Nissas Wary end Nargaret V. Leiteh,
Garrochales,
porto Rioco,



SC K

i

.
oy 3, 1916.

Ny desr Dector Crqfts;

Your letter of April 19 with reference to
the amount of money spent for alooholie drinks in Perte
Rico wos duly received end I have taken o little time
hplm“mlwwﬂhpd«ﬁu
the Treacsury lepariment,

ummmm.wtcm
Jootured in ortc Zico dtrectly fron molasses which is
o biproduct of the sugor industry. Fithin the last
yoar the price of molasses hud pone up from 1 or 2 conts
por gullon, which has boon the price for meny yesrs in
Porto Lieo, to 10 or 12 gents por gollen, whioh cdvanos
umuqmmummumm
war; and this ohange in tho cost of the raw material
hag inorecsed the selling price of aloohol econsiderably
in the past few months. Nevertheless you con seo that
the oost of produeing the aleohol s still very slight
in comparison with the tax, whioh at 50 cenis par 1iter
ts nearly &2 por gallon. Until quite recently cloohel
wog delivered at the distillery for 15 or 16 cents per
itter net, or, with the «ddition of the tam, ot 65 or
66 cente par liter.

Since receiving pour lettor I haove clso mode
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tnquirtos of tax collectors and offtcials throuphout

the teland ae to the selling priece of a gless of rum
and the overage volume in centiliters represented by
the ordinary drink served. I am taformed that the co-
erage ts & centiliters and the price per drink s 2 ots.
Upon this basls the value of all ihe rum made from the
entire amount of closhol produced in Porte x@, is
§8,66,756, 0f course i coleulating thy eRtire drink
bill of the Perte Nicans we must add M‘Dﬂ estinated
selling price of the distilled mngs’cm of the deer,
wine and ohempagne alse; but as #le entire amount of
revenue collectad from hcr,.'@ and champagne $s only
ono=fifth of that oollected Prom éistilled spivtts, and
the tax on thése mm\l;’w‘ of liguors is eguclly as
high ae that on spirfés, {¢ seome fo me thot this would
not inoreces the /dntak bill by more tham 1/5 of the
amount, So thet, in my Judgnent after oddiifonal and
more unﬁﬁ tnpestigation, the drink bill of the people
of Porto Rico doss not greatly ewoesd $8,000,000, This
I confess ta surprising, especiclly to en imeriean,
where all the conditiens are so different, But you must
renember that the cost of alcohol fs new and always hag
been exceedingly small, end that the leboring population
of Porte Rico are very poor and whatever they drink must
bde sold at very small cost.
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As wddtttonal proof thet the hadits of the
poople of rerto Rioe in this matter of driak ore in
ne respect akin to those of the imericans, I would eite
you to this faot whioh I have thoroughly studied and
Jound o be o faet: is o rule the drinking of tntoxt-
eants doass not constitute o hubit here in “orte Eico
in the woy ¢ doee In tho United States. In our country
the inorecse in- the price of the drink seans to have
 little effect upon consumpiion, for thasy who Aaoe forme
ed the hablt of drinking will continue the Aebit at oll
cost. In Porto Rfeo stnce the inoréase of the faz in
1013, which wes made for the puppose of inoreacsing the
revenue, the consumpiion hup deorecsed more than one<half.
It wes estimated of that time that by fnerecsing the fox
on aloohol from 38 o S0 cents « liter and that on Doer
Jron ¢ cents c.lnn‘h 10 cente o liter, tho receipts
fron this soures would be almost doudled in omount, The
2amakers vers so certain of this result that thay pro-
ceoded fo cxzpond for sehoole and roads the money that
they empectad to receive from these inereased tumes; but,
eontrary to their empectations, the people of “orte iifvo
cut down their consumption of rum and besr so sharply
that the Joverament ts receiving now considerably loss
revenus from both aleohol ond beer ot the Mgh rates of
toxation than they were receiving in 1912 ot the lower
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‘rates, and that decline fn consumption seems to be go-
tng on steadily month by menth thrsughout the eurrent
Jigeal year,
= The entire production of alechol for 1912 wae
3,779,688, or an cverage of S14,215 liiers por month;
Jor 21825 it wes 1,951,176, or an sverage of 162,508 1i-
ters per month; end Jor the Jirst O menths ié
wvas 1,318,785, or an eversgs of 146,631 por monthe
This shows elesrdy thoi the consunption af eloohel has
boen reduced fo less ihen half m;\( wag befora the

inerecse of tox, il ,\(J
The Sigures ,ru- tk«@uupum of bear show
relatively the same *%h the amouni eonsumed sinoe

the tneresse i{n the roge of tamation.

I oonfesy Abat this affect of tncressed fozes
tion upon cens \lcumprtatnglouuﬂm
te our Imnwﬁhn who tmaud the Sawe I think it
would be efielly surpristng to any mericn who had form-
ed hés fdecs upon experience in the United Stutes.

The more I study the gusstion in all of tis
bearings as related fo Merio Rieo, the more I am con~
vineed thet £¢ would de o great mistake Jor Congress to
actlenpt fo Sforece upon the pesple of "erto Rice af this .
time o prohibition amendnent, cad I feel confident that
&S you could mohe o pisit to Porte Lico and study the
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timctu at first hand you would agree with me in this
conoluston.

:-mmau-mm to the Nisses
l'au and Fergaret 7y Leitoh in reply to one that they
have written me, ond for your information I enclose
hereiln o copy. '

e )

Stnoeraly yours,

dovarnor.
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September 15, 1916.

r. 7. Collgamo, 8
Ienoeratio Jational Commiittea,
30 Zast 42nd Street,

Xew York Ciiyp.

Dear Jir;

i wos very glad o gel your nole of the 7th
instani and wn especialiy pleased to Jind thel you cie
conngcied wiih the lencceretic Jailionel Commities, I
Jeel sure ihet you cun und will se exceecingly useful
to ihe campaign becuuse of pour polilical knowledge cnd
personal influonce wiik the hotin-inerican poters who
have ¢ pari in this campaign,

Vith besi wishes for you, I om

Stncerely pours,

Govarnor.
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VANCE C, MCCORMICK HOMER S. CUMMINGS WILBUR W. MARSH CARTER GLASS
CHAIRMAN VICE-CHAIRMAN TREABURER SECRETARY R

Aemorratic National Tommitter

HEADQUARTERS :
SPECIAL BUREAU
HUGH C. WALLACE, CHAIRMAN 30 EAST FORTY-SECOND STREET
BUREAU OF INFORMATION FOR Lo e 1S
NATURALIZED AMERICANS 1
DEPT. NO. &
D. COLLAZO, CHAIRMAN Sept. vth’ 1916 5

ABELARDO MONGE, SBECRETARY

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,

San Juan, P.R.

My dear Governor Yager:

As you will, plesse, see in the
lower left corner of this letter-hesd, I have
already joined the invineible forces of our
great leader President Wilson in this campaign,
and we are today a&s confident of electing him
in November as we were in 1912. Our field is
larger this year as it covers, besides the Latin-
American population in the States, Arizona and
New Mexico, almost Spanish-gpeaking.

Were Gongress to pass the Jones Bill
we would then be in a position to organize the
majority of the 3,000 Porto Ricans who live here
and who, as American citizens, could vote for Mr.
Wikson out of gratitude.

Hoping that you are enjoying good
health, I beg to remain

With great respect, :

Y Collure

HENRY MORGENTHAU
CHAIRMAN FINANCE COMMITTEE
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e Repartaent,
Baresor of Jusadeor Affaivs,

Weshiwnton, B.A.

January 16, 1917,

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, P. R.
Iy dear Governor:

At the instance of Honorable James A,
Galliven, Representative in Congress, per-
mit me to present to you Miss K. E. Coakley,
of lMessrse. Filene Sons Company, of Boston,
Massachusetts,

lMiss Coakley is visiting Porto Rico in
8 business capacity in the interest of the
concern which she represents, and I commend
her to your personal and official consider-

ation,

, Yours,sincerely{éff
o

Chief of Bureaune.

DEPARTMENT ©F COMMERGCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

Janvary 17, 1917,

My dear Sir:

Permit me to take the liberty of infroducing
hereby Misg Katherine Coakley, representing Wm,
Filene's Sons Company, of Boston, Mass,., who visits
Porto Rico in the interest of the above firm,.

If it is possible for you to assigt Miss
Coakley by furnishing her knowledge of the sources
of information as to the variocus lines in which
the House she represents is interegted, I shall be
very thankful,

The Messrs. Filene are my personal friends,
and I am very desirous of assisting them in any
way possible.

With thanks for your courtesy in this matter,
I am,

Bon, Arthur Teager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, Porto Rico.

B
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WYlnited Dlates Henale,

WASHINGTON, D. C.

January 18, 1917.

e

P

Hon. Arthur Yager,
Governor of Porto Rico,
San Juan, P. R.

Dear Governor Yager:

This letter will be presented to
you by Miss K. E, Coakley, a buyer for William Filene
Sons Company of Boston, Massachusetis. I shall appre-
ciate any courtesies you may be able to extend Miss

Coakley during her visit to Porto Rico.

Very truly yours,





