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NOTE: Lizz is Elizabeth (Lizzie) Smith, daughter of Bishop Benjamin Bosworth Smith and child hood
friend of Amanda’s. Rosa married Claudius M. Johnson, September 5, 1842. Mary Jane Hawkins would

marry William Ambrose Dudley (a lawyer in firm of Buckner & Dudley) on December 23, 1845 and have
4 children. Iam dating 1841 ?/?

This small portrait hangs in Elley Villa, current home of Dr. and Mrs. James Birchfield who restored the
home. The mistress of Elley Villa was Claude Johnson’s sister, Louisa who married William R. Elley on
Dec. 21, 1847 (or 1-12-1848)

Addressed to: Miss Amanda Bruen
Present

From: Resa (Vertner Griffith)

Dear Amanda

Lizz Smith is coming
to pass this evening with me and
I wish you to do the same — come
down between five and six
and we will have a long and
I hope, pleasant evening together.
None are invited but Lizz, Mary
Hawkins, and yourself — so come
early as I want to show you the
green house before night. Do come
if you do not it will be a
disappointment to us all. yours
as ever
Rosa
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NOTE: Mr. George G. Fetter married Miss Catherine Ann Mercer Gray, daug. of John Thompson Gray
February 11, 1841. Caroline Catherine (Kate) Prather married Re. Edward Porter Humphrey, March 3,
1841

Postmarked: Louisville, Ky. Feb 16 (1841)

Addressed to: Miss Amanda Bruen
Lexington
Ky.
From: David W. Yandell

Louisville Ky. Feby 11, 1841
Miss Amanda

Your interesting letter came to
hand sometime (I may say a long time) since.

I will give the same excuse that you did.

I was preparing for the Examination at the Louisville
College, which engaged all my time and attention.

I was examined the second day on Cicero, and
Greek, third, on Physiology fourth on French; (both
reading and speaking) and to break the monotony
we went home, to meet again on next Monday.

The Session of the Medical Institute will
close on the 1% of March, there are sixty
candidates for the Degree of Doctor of Medicine,
there are 208 students altogether, I suppose
that although we do not report as many
students, we have more real students, if
we have not this year we will have next
session.

In dying from the manner in which you

speak, of the Hero of Tippecanoe™ I think you
are a Loco, which I am sorry to hear (if true) for
I think that the ladies ought all to be “Democrats
not Locos, well we will not discuss politicks in
this letter. You may not see the good of the
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Heros” reign the first year but that is
because Mr. Van Buren leaves it in such
a state. (enough of politicks)

There are a great many boats here now,
the wharf is full, the river is quite high
though it is falling now, the water watchers
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say we shall have another flood which
I shall be very sorry to see.

I cannot tell who you mean when you

say that the handsomest young gentleman in
Lexington was from this place. I know no

one from here that is there now. Who is it?

I expect Mrs. Ward is there now, do you know when
the Miss Ward’s will start for this place? I think
that the young gentlemen (or rather boys) would

be very glad to see them, if talking about them

is any sign.

There has been a Party every Friday night for
five weeks and there is one to night.

Mr. Fetter was married last night to Miss Gray
the daughter of Thompson Grey, one of the wealthiest
men in the city.

I am not acquainted with Miss Reinhard (?), but I told
a young lady to give your love to her and tell
her to write to you.

We shall start to Tennessee on the 4™ of March
Miss Kate Prather(?) and Mr. Humphrey (the Presbyterian
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will be married
Minister)®. And General Harrison Inaugurated on the
4™ of March. What a number of distinguished
personages!

Give my love to Busy, Joe
Ma and Pa join me in love to all of you
Excuse the briefness of my letter as it is
now half pass 11 and
Ever believe me
Your friend
David

P.S. I expect a letter soon
excuse my bad penmanship D
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NOTE: from Amanda Bruen ( age 16 %) to her mother Margery Parker Bruen (this is the letter in which
Mr. McMurtry is described. Mr. John McMurtry was taken to Europe by Joseph Bruen for the purpose of
designing a castle for his oldest daughter, Elizabeth Bruen Ingels. While the description here is not
flattering, he grew into the premier Lexington Architect. It was written the evening before she, Elizabeth,
her father and Mr. McMurtry departed on the ship “Great Western” for their 4 month trip to Europe — they
returned Aug. 22, 1841. A copy of this is place at this date in European Journal. Dating 1841 4/16

Postmarked: Baltimore Apr 17 (1841) 25 (cents?)
Addressed to: Mrs. M. Bruen
Care of Mr. Joseph Bruen
Lexington, Kentucky
From: Amanda Bruen

Baltimore, Maryland April 16'* (1841)
Dear Ma

Agreeably to promise I now write from this city, but I
assure you that I do not feel much in the spirit of writing, having just
eaten a hearty luncheon of fresh oysters. My thoughts do not flow very
freely, but I will be able by the all inspiring efforts of the anticipation
of a good dinner in and hour to tell you of all the wonders I have
seen! Moreover, Elizabeth has described to you all the public buildings
in Washington City and it would be useless for me to repeat a descrip-
tion of them for our impressions are the same. We took our
leave of the Great Capital yesterday morning at 6 o’clock in the cars, and
arrived at Baltimore at 8 o’clock after a very short but pleasant ride. We
are staying at the Eutaw House, South Eutaw Street, No. It was recom-
mended to us by Mr. Sullivan as being the most elegant and commodious
in the city and is fully worthy of its high reputation. The
table is excellent, the desserts are delicious consisting of float, jellies, cakes,
fruits, and the richest kind of pastry. The landlady is polite, the servants
attentive, and the chambers commodious. The boarders are very pleasant and
sociable, we have already become acquainted with several ladies of the house.

It is true that Baltimore is a very large and elegant city yet it is
not very fascinating to the traveller, it contains many useful public
buildings, but few interesting for strangers to visit, also a multitude
of private dwellings, some of them truly magnificent, Comb’s Babel in
Lexington is not to be compared with them. Washington’s Monument
is always resorted to by strangers. We visited it yesterday morning
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and ascended to the top of it. Had a fine view of the city, the river, and the surround —
ing country. The ascent was very tedious, there being two hundred and twenty —
eight steps. On the top of the monument is an immensely large statue

of Washington which can be seen at a great distance. There is one also

in the interior. The Monument is built of white marble, one hundred

and eighty feet height, and enclosed by a high massive iron

railing. We wrote one names in a book which is kept at the entrance

for the purpose of having the names of those persons who ascend

to the top. I am very glad indeed that we wrote ours in it for by
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that means we saw one of our Lexington acquaintances, Dr. E. W. Theobald(s).
He and the Miss Smiths and Gabriella Morton were there in the

afternoon. Dr. Theobalds called to see us last night and sat several

hours with us, it was indeed delightful to meet with him, for I

felt something like I was in dear Lexington again. This morning

the Doctor called again with Miss Mary Smith and Gab Morton,

Miss Fanny remained at home as she is going to be married

so soon. Dr. Smith’s residence is quite plain compared with others

here, yet in Lexington it would be considered elegant.

We walked down to the river yesterday afternoon
and saw some small ships, and steam packets. It almost frightens
me to see them. The berths are very gloomy and in a storm or strong
wind they have to be completely darkened. They do not have state rooms
but the berth are separated from each other curtains. What a
scene it must be to see one of those long dark cabins full of
sea sick people! But I will not anticipate such a thrilling scene
on the “Great Western”, for “Sufficient unto the day, is the evil
thereof.”

I feel sadly, and strongly the truth of the words, “There’s no
Page 3

place like home.” Yet you must not think that I am “home sick”

for if Pa was to give me my choice to go back, or to go on, I

would prefer going on. If McMurtry was in Lexington, I would

be glad, for he is veritably the greatest pest that ever breathed. He is

the ugliest mortal I ever saw, when he has on his ragged overcoat

he looks like a cheating peddier, when it is off;, his “bow legs”, and

“pigeon toes™ look beautiful, perhaps you can form an idea! I do not

know which hates him the most, Elizabeth or me. He makes himself very
disagreeable on all occasions. When conversing with gentlemen, he always asks
them a great many questions about traveling, then drawls it out the he is
going to Europe with Mr. Bruen and the ladies. He must eat opposite to

us, he eats awkwardly, pours out his coffee, and spills it on the cloth, uses

a silver fork like he was afraid of it, he must set next us in the

stage, if we talk or move he looks around to see what is the matter.

We must (seal tore - find?) himself with us is the street, wherever we go. Elizabeth
and me say (seal tore con)found right in his ears, look daggers at him but all
in vain, follow us he will. He is either deaf, or destitute of any con-
sciousness or he would take all the hints we give him. Sometimes

we will get ready to walk and think we are going to get clear

of him when we hear a step, and lo! the heaven born angel comes

with face and hair like a fresh boiled beet, swinging his hands,

whimpering and whining, Miss Elizabeth, Miss Mandy, you going

down town. If people think I’ll take a liking to him they are

wonderfully mistaken, and if any one says anything about it to you

tell them they are fools. Oh! Ma I want to see you so bad, and that

sweet Maria too. If you knew how I wanted to hear from you would

write and incur the risk of our getting it, if a letter should not reach

us there would be no less postage, but if we could get one it would
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Top

fill us with joy, I would kiss it a thousand times. Why don’t you write? Are
you afraid of wasting paper, pens or ink? or is it because you do

not care anything about us, or take no such interest us as to give

us gratification? It would be but little trouble to you, and a treasure

to us. The cry from morning till night is “Oh, if we could only get a

letter for home!” Tell Busy and Joe I am going to write to them

next and give best love to them, Tell Aunt Betty we have left Old Virginy, give
my love to her, Aunt Hannah and Caroline and to all the girls.

Tell Kit Petty I have not forgotten her yet, (she said she knew I would)

that I often think of our throwing the spool about. When you write

Bottom

don’t say a word against McMurtry for Pa would see your letter. I think it will
not be necessary to write to you any more for you seem as though.

you cared nothing for our letters or us either. Pa says he did not

think you would treat us so meanly. Mrs. Ingels presents her compliments
to his lordship H. B. Ingels and says that if he does not make some
endeavor to keep up the correspondence that she will stop writing. She
has written 3 letters. Indeed it is shameless we have been from

home nearly 2 weeks and have not received a word or a line

yet. If you don’t write soon we will conclude you are all dead,

or seriously indisposed. Again I say give my love to every body

and keep a full share yourself. Yours affectionately — Amanda

Side

Elizabeth says kiss Maria for her and give her dearest
fondest love to Boon. When you write get a long
foolscap sheet of paper and fill every corner of it
with something about home. Don’t let any one see
this for it is strictly a family letter. Good bye again.
Perhaps you would like to hear that Elizabeth and

me are enjoying ourselves continually, eating,
reading and playing.

NOTE: Written the evening before she, Elizabeth and her father
departed on the ship “Great Western” for their 4 month
trip to Europe — they returned Aug. 22, 1841

NOTE: Elizabeth sends love to Boon —



Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

P - =

rmmmIESs L e . TS g N : e i efiamer-,

i

B
IS
*.

<D e e, =% Lo

e

r,,az/é 4/’07714../’) J/wa—ra oS m) A e ./z:/ ,7';

e _;;ﬂ,,,/ e /f_é r— /4:‘,%- «u/ /7r¢44 / T b 4 /441/ , - - 141/7 . W"‘"

L Jam . /}7/;4’ 44; égr»z/nr / /’?J/ ﬁ& ,/:./ C_—j/ %{9’ }/#A‘— ) /rd%‘/
| J T | 7/

;;: ”;;7/ et J vt S Y 7/ A Pl . -7@ ,7 /«A / oo o oo

:7 B0 ot Aembrorr  con ;.—,,/ //m ’75_-°—/ Y / > ar?r //'Z .“Hr;r—ae—a/ﬂo-/ / /;J’;ﬁ-f/

/z/rm\u ? .//f/.mba»w) y 4#4%// / o 6/'4&"'// // _r AR 7{{{///” et /z»r{,{/sz

. %/?’ -y /ﬁ/ PP g ,&/- /ww/ﬁ/ A /'/r//;-//y/» Y ot - ,:/a,.,. b om ///n,u/l-

——?x%’:) / ﬁa «7}4» Lrrers /’”7;/-%4—“»4/ e 4&%/(.‘.‘.\." s 2 ?2;'_/ ..’,:.,,,D. ’%?'7%:;% ereas
/nr,-m/ / / vra/ %/fﬁ//’/‘v? //)‘r' r.—rnrwﬁ/ ’// F /’*/Zn/ 4{ ,—ﬁg‘/' Bt~ .,

’//4,-'4./ n/ go//z,s&rtJ P ;bln/@/ /;‘L;—:—”/ /2—7 Ao P Zu /M'/ . /3’44"(12. %

,,,,4— / ﬁlm %ﬂlﬁ) %ﬁ%&— /u&g _..?/ﬁ’n/ /i’d - <_—,/‘~24‘ E  Teternel

ﬂll < ,F//t/’ff ~rr

Zrcrrrlest ’#5‘ "/44‘ [ '/// e 7%:'//44’:—4') bt Bl VEZ rme et rz/ AQ’WA—W AT s a—‘\a/x.--rd’{’

- n,7¢, e m,mm / f. ----- . /// e / % e ?i, ’/7,,/,;%,-,,;. %”

b

§ ’ﬁ.(% o fvh-ﬂ_'/é‘wz/ ﬂf LSS et e oo lotremed” M‘/d—/#ff}r / /2;:/‘ /r f/:“ . L~ Q/c,‘“

/,«f—_ rrel f{: /tld:’/j// "/nn:/ 7 {..34’/7/_— ://r'/j//d{fafzzz./ o//o//' 7, Mrﬁwf

»

o 22 i
2 /%: 2y et '.,i o /b/ru’*7,- !%W"”/ 7'—{@_,, ot ,ﬁvﬁé g / / PP / - P oree o0,
o : s %
. £ /
4 s

:4 ":,f /f Lrrert ﬁn‘/ Jc 0///—)71-9 P R "'/7 /Z/r ot e 7;:-4, 4/ /;/‘ ,,4 If
..%_... Mf’ 74,\/;-,”,» /7,,-,_ “.74%_' //"’f.- /r/r zz—v,/lg.-«j ” PPy SR i/ m P 4//44_, on )

Wi

i/»r»n z/'—ﬁ o, e /;/:rw .//M*/vf////ff' %7- /4/74»/ A’ r;r/zfj /rx/a PR 7 )
. /prfJJ'D‘Y—/";T_ /’("‘(H%‘B’ / /mfc 7’ /f;;:r' /;'7 P i o e ;f,— .9-("/—'/—“ %M&A ,@; //f"/-’;- ‘J'(rt

- 7 / "
-;\ nf/—”frm s T o /,,!: "u.»vf-,, /ng/ P a2 4 [ F YA R S ﬂ-7 /;’Av/ﬁvpv/"'ﬂuJ :

B Ay > A O - AR v et / T ' ol ) St A et

3 (_—,_;rﬂ,{ g ST LE ’ pdds £ 2urg v S v oy, Pragwe., x ot - //7/ re prrtre -

Felo 4 :// / / ~_
- f ﬂfrz'n'/ o e e Seid ,é 7 /I‘I/l'l’f ////f f’&'ro’r 4 f/ o//'rf'//’/ /’”""7/




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

e = - SO ,....__ s e _ o L e
.:-4 ——— N ——‘»—.-..l U rm‘l‘—‘ 4 i N e gt ey
M -

¢ ﬂdr«/ Mc:ua!ta/d’/?ﬁ // ) .r /%g,,: wun/ //I ’r/:;’ j// ffﬂv?/ ey %’ //12;::”::'4
3 a4

——7 o Cerry. ;-% /4« ettt p -r/. Va2 /'17// /rb/.' ret’ /%’v‘ r’;? ézs ’/ua‘c_ﬁ’:o ol Brasy /érﬂ:a

T~

o=

) ?&:‘- (zré;/“/:.;‘“

; /;/)/ "‘: N f’-’ Z. % / /;7@ //’/'/I’r e r';r// eV as ALt ersr £ PFA
S W # | : y s
'- ’ % 7 1'/( /{-f 2T { OF gy /v' /‘c/.« 27 L T .!)/l-/»"'/n;,_ ea:—“ 7,49:\ ’// é'&zJ .1-&'
g /

. ,1;¢M 17 /é/ ///hr ,//é;//c v-—:—ga/ ;z»;/.-_o/ Y / 457 o ,flft()/»{///ft'« fki;rle——

/ s

loencas pir /‘“”/ “’4"/ d)ﬁ L ok B e

/ﬂ;/éﬁw % I-Zw”‘«.;; / //7—(?—114—'_/ ;/4— /¢z/ = / _ m/ Pt enn ol
.{2":'-" f% tﬁﬂ/r—ﬂv //M////Z/ ﬁ'za/l&e/ 7/({:/ e ,./,,,.,_/“"’",m/ e &%/ /

-/71(;/) vt Rrges L2t Aﬂm— &#'W A Do / —T 74«-.24%-/. g‘;'f?j _ / %ﬂ%{//-

s g ety / s
/w/ e P Ay, / SO rrr s 20 8t 6 z/ r441ﬁ / /V// h%rr?)rrfcfe , Oree »f’/:a—:-_/zz&.a(—

o

%f/ itpe ot %—_ 7?/ / %ﬁ”/ e /(‘ m/r el /%/drf//;;f;—— HEprr ‘%«L—D’ /&.ﬁ"’ .%.._

g /r}gm q@ / :W okt g Aeer oot At o e s L2 oreny ot fo o nl.
/mz e gy A oo et creclonot A %/ B e A et /é'm,/ S
} v_ '/%//« N %’:m A ::ff,;,h oy il ,4, PO o /,MM N
/f iewtcnttlr 7;,,9 i ;/7 v,g . ,,mé/, A %ﬂ; =
% /f,-,_-,/,,/- FericamosensS 07 Fozeme s %{:f e ”Z““ M

" : (&':;' M{"txc.. - \J \4//‘:11//"" £ o c/ ~ed é/ /- / “’% >
/r R P f«f / e vers /’MLPL . I/

v}//(e //Zfl /‘ La ¢—77/¢(7 z‘,z_.._ ) % m—»;&/ :t)— Ahi-/‘---‘/l‘-?‘-{.f/ // ﬂfé .
/.

' e -
_/’K/ ,a&f’a/A«/ /o—zr” ;;,.___, /;”"/J-”’) - (,/rgaz /%¢)w

Lo gt ’/5{1':1- e e a'//— ~r A /’/ - AR %// sezrss / /)’;r—».z %ﬂdfﬁij 4,4“ MW

s

prree A e S ,% e . i o e
PRE /zf” . ﬁ—é ;/,/,7 .';’ et A AP AR ~ SV
J,,/j éf‘f / = ¢4/M4¢/ bpinse pmoad oA /74; == M AP
_Aw,‘.,f,, e joe e F A e Srens / 7;,4;7 Aoy otora i gn/ el gt A:mé.

7 gy

e ‘ /u-/ // L zr/,‘f'df 4 % 'r/ °/;f-'1/fa~ Y P / PO /?r—z,e// %yd{?ﬁ "o .-_/' 7
4

et
< K4
e B /”‘ > e, A oo dvcinde. erids™ s gy o A sy ,
// o A . / " '
rd ,” .
ﬁf‘ ‘fo’ o o m——— . —

a? & 4 - . . B 2
c:://;///f ,Mf/ P %7% A e /T/ CT tewa ol [DiemeldS oo

L.._.,_'...._‘._..,.‘ . - - U - 1 . T




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

A e e g R

/—&& oo o et /,/— /fn- /rf—m«—/%‘ %‘Q/ZN v A P /*{i”u) ,-=~e¢/

o / % / Lradd P ‘e G etres FEre Fom e, / | .
/ e ELr 2 WP 2 Pae= -}h Fre f=
. R /" &/If"' s "‘Lf R Q;/ (—é' Y % Py, 2 :f )4 ;;'/ i ;
Ve £ o My et = 7 /”"”““ .
| ,g / / 4 e /»;.7«47“:7 /’4"' ECPPR- A 4 ﬂ# / -.

% 7,£¢_‘// ot co i Lt e /A,W\/ Feicre ,’l/’ 4_/ ,éd '4/:

W ARG PR

-
i

p 67&&%&/:- £ J{a.’&._ b}d‘/p/% 4/ //"3;4—‘ Z v 'ra-u/‘

—_—— V4 ) / ;
/f.,,, /‘.;./ / ﬂ“?lle?'f/ /& // ore. Care ‘74»—144_ /—M ///J 2=, /’M—T

'. /érﬂ:/ Vs a.‘Z 4:2':;’ I%a ~r s ‘/r{ ﬁwod'%*/ ﬂ%//f’rf L %/ /‘Wn

) /4471/7 47
t - ‘
eV KZ// Fre Al a—a-_..p/rm/ %/
v’ ("07-41/:4/9;;. ,&z-pﬁ‘ P /,/4 e / >
> 6 i (7/
ﬁ. / - 7 e l

/{( g,g) ﬂ - ~~ v Lot fl v b g,,-j_.,‘./ 4- - — ,4 é
/ / // / % 2,/,., /q—yf/,," ’/ /f‘,{7} /r”_y,r / / Dt /// ‘J
o - ( 7,{2 s / % AN e - H
: /" 7'..'—(. /? Fr /&/) /7 ’f' Lt S /%/ ﬂrﬂ-’dd“ iz //7 / Lt g // < /ﬁ%pf / M% 9/

At 3 /1/ ——lé; i gL " W % f o e 7 . ™
/ s Fe
/, -~ /’/d /fg/ ,&"ﬂ‘/ /ﬂ/fa'/ff/ / 0/ v e ch—’ / ﬁ/ WM; /a/ i 4

2o~

. A (zif \_/// Lt / Al 6‘,‘ St e / / é,/ s m—pn.../ ,4 ,,.-J > z_ﬂ/_ /' / %_ . % ] ‘
~ g . i e P o -

‘ f/;/y. ¢ reved S z ﬁé ) g f - i -

e Seeve ,/,’ £ “”":%/ A—l’”‘ M s - “%”//_ . r/r‘ _/ . 4

S I
i
Preal'  Few e /%Zf

y e /f /M /770 a”%’ _)-W 4‘// 4”;& /%k‘i‘- B 2

e e / Hiows o oo el K v /4%‘ How //; o z&/ /,7,,7;; 7/ s .
"ff Lz

"Z"""““’*/"/Z/ P Fre srore e’ /,7//{; P 7/ /fh,,/‘;,s .

o e /&W/A Bl et i i o,

o
V4

H
NS
1

By

-’”‘*“ ,G'éﬂe/ %/m’ _'“/’7@74/:( i{W

RS URRI  4

/’.-:7 A G et
Pz ._’ 2 Aty ... /‘1{7'&1.._ Rt oo g Corzzg. e e :
ﬁm??fz / v /f{zm ,/Véf PR / Jza. »’/ %p&:«-/ /é,/ / :
S -« = /z/—r/ o /L/M} / 5 -&M S «;114/'// A Pz {
M’{ ﬁ - ; / r:/’/,’a/ // = /V¢:7 ‘
X erolgE> JWI, . / 7 / ,%.-pfg & 7 %ﬁ“‘- 7 { ,,f\{ G / //4- /%e"— TR "
‘ -2 :4 = -, x2S/

Err, :/774/// //,174,// e e /"Z//l; / N
V4
/r’f //r{//r /- L2 ze //r& / //?//o/ c//&“/«/‘ / / //

/ Em,,l LA we Sz 4@;_._“:/ ”‘_{__ﬁ-ﬂ!—a/ //' e

prrr 2 ‘—/f /-'4‘ /;:;4 rig8
/
- ¥ .

FEr o ,’ 45#:«;-:/

LT - "4'/‘// 4'7{’/ I—n—r_/gl ﬂz/*;«ew/ /'4»' /-g-i SLe.
,/écz A P /é /‘7’:‘-@ P o g I/f\’/

B ([?y/ /' "’z“‘“—" /ﬂ . Q_;%’ Lp Ot /ﬁélz:—tr/ /;s’k / %—~/&t
y / . LA 2»7,.-,{,/'/&/ /bv-rcfo{
s

5’)“,-"-:-2)%-— T, ¢/ ;e:.:%{r:-’ ‘71 /
G Vs T /&/é«. '/ . Pas //&f A zdfn—/t/ P /:me/z
X G > T P g r cf’ e / vﬁ‘yM—'_~ /":r%- / Fee’ drn/,,{ e el % /4'»;:/4/

— . - [ l /

[N W R B e

- ——— _.a," —— .,_..»J




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

Raeatna — .,......
P

ww M —74."/ -4» 4 —/‘"”vyr’ }4 { 2 / ,u:q; h _,,3},"'7:,.:; _X’”/fl. ';'-}n(,_,j, /7.,/,.-’1‘
@;w S s A /”’l‘ "/f‘) i 4 e s / AR N o Y aVe ////

/7; 7—‘%”}1 /VWCV ’;j/_u:;_—;;_"_y_/a, P / ?’»-’}W//w,/;/ /‘:;%; _9/,- "?7
’ /@Zé« /'37/.),7)/_,/19»4,. P :‘-_:«zl‘;;// o sy //;; s rdl /4*11‘7¢m"‘§_
'.//& }ﬂ o ’1'-/'/ ))/ ,._4_/,,(//, ,.7_,‘“,7/ y
/:f cr/au/ /J/zz/__/o/ / /7::4,/ 7% r// —74,/ s u/ 2 g
< e p/’ﬂ”"!ih~. ;?h%z prr gz y STy err 1ﬂaﬁa4“¢i;;7é"
T T /m/z

W /tfl-),ﬂ-;_/»:a,.v‘p- .A?a% -//4/ /‘2449,«, v Wf /’/ ,u?—}

- m; P LY.

e ——, ___.

f
:

. e O

e

o
»27
%/

R A B AR
& N [ \{\\{\\\ \3‘"%\‘
¢

,
na

/d/ TS o
TP st it
4
g ru g

BEIO NP DS,
r4?

.:—4444{.14,”’ —_—
2P PO
kg7 P
”J:’/j‘a)ff 2,

i
7

2PAT o =

=
[

L Y N
’

g
VA
2.

oy
P -'o‘;z/.etr

yrs

) '
LA

et oF
<Gt

S

o 4
HH

2o ('j:

~B-s22,

e

id Rata o o
7.7
‘14?%

v

L gasrsss o

Ho 4 5\\\;
AN
‘§f§i§\béf

NN 3

N, b

PisoRNR

L NN 3\ N

! \ "\‘S’S\ f N
IRERER

- ¥ ?\I;
i = !

/ ,;% Z"fuza —.vznu% ?_7”7/ 2 %& /ry,g

: [ v dg AT TR /;»7" > -4-’9:*/7472? -y /
u‘{ "Ww—-u:&';! - -—-—47’ o 374»1;5“- ._/*/:.(’;:7 / /;‘ s

ﬁ%/m A 7'44-—:/ *-y yr,‘l?}’?-/ /;tw/ R g /IzyJ ;;;9,,.,.,, Z rzv??// *,114_';’/

]

et

pj/’ k4 2P a0 7 % ] - A "/ ﬂg”f
// & . A // 77 Ao g ) )7//"/ £ 2T . ”z/’ f
2 MW/ éﬁ' 7744; 3 / Z f / s q/__'z i A
"'_m‘?f W/ _M/ i ’7/ ,Z_.7‘4;( /’ "2 Vadiaard W > % /—ﬂam .:"'*{«_ o
_W??}.;; 1}4’7 _,1»—7 /,ym D / e W P ,1&1;“77// By _paq ‘V"z.’i/ /"’(7"“"" 2 orz /..,,w/ i

e . o
g \——%—’/ 10173 ‘/ -~ / / ”’”’/ Ao T ;:m _4;/;/ 4//7/_,,, aar e o /}/
‘ // W Pts "37/ T //42 > 2 Zy "4’*37—«02{_____ T’:’M’»—f// mf/'r‘y‘&y r—r/ /flf;
’ r’%f ———,‘.‘4 4 ! A A /9;,,4;4 ) % anf N 1«43’,‘// oY ”fw‘hv/ PP DR OV ‘:

k:-'—f:.nr::.—_‘- L I T e % - =
) - - A.J'




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

NOTE: This letter holds a key to Margery Parker’s family that may be helpful. Several of those visited by
Joseph and his daughters (Parkers and Halsteads) are also mentioned years later in a letter to Mary Pindell
Shelby Stallcup, as sibling relations to Margery. The family name of Smedes first appears in this letter. I
think there is a connection or great familiarity of this family and the Bruens or Parkers — as many lived in
Ulster County, New York. Mrs. Elizabeth Sebor Isaacs Smedes & family had lived in Lexington for a time
— now the widow of Abraham Kiersted Smedes ran a gitls school with her son Aldert in NYC. A daughter
Mary helped teach and corresponded some with Amanda. A year later (1842) Aldert, an Episcopal priest,
started St. Mary’s School in Raleigh, NC ~ now St. Mary’s College (an Episcopal girls school). Amanda
writes to her aunt, Catherine Saunders (widow of Alexander) whose deceased husband was partial owner of
the steamboat “Olive Branch” with Daniel Halstead Jr., just prior to their leaving for Europe. She was 86
in an 1850 census taken in Paducah, KY. She would have been born in 1764. There is an unnamed
Halstead in Daniel Sr. list of children and I believe this well may be her. She and Margery are very close
and she is called “Aunt” by Amanda and her sister Elizabeth in their letters. Aunt Catherine’s daughter,
Eliza Halstead has not been married long to Philip Maurous (spelled many different ways), for Amanda has
not yet seen him. . A copy of this is placed at this date in European Journal. Dating 1841 4/30

Postmarked: New York May 2 (1841) Large unreadable figure of postage in corner

Addressed to Mrs. Catherine Saunders
Paducah
Kentucky
From: Amanda Bruen

American Hotel New York April 30 (1841)
Dear Aunt Saunders

Knowing of course it will be a
gratification to you to hear of your relations and
friends in New York. I will give a minute ac-
count and description of them.

I will say in the first place we have
had rain every day except three since our arrival
which was last Wednesday week. So our opportunities for
visiting and seeing what is to be seen in this
great city have been very few. We have met with
no accidents so far and have enjoyed our selves to the
full. Spent three days in Washington City, two in
Baltimore, three or four in Philadelphia, long enough to see
the principal Lions (noted persons & places)& etc. We spent last Monday with
Mrs. (Elizabeth) Smedes. She is very handsomely situated in University Place,
has a large family of pleasant boarders and is doing very
well. She looks as well as ever. Mary is with her but tea-
ches part of the day for her brother Aldred who has a very
flourishing school. She is of great assistance to her mother.
They made a great many inquiries about you and
Cousin Catherine. They desired to be remembered to you both.
We spent yesterday with Aunt Eliza Meeks in Jamaica
L.I. She is living very pleasantly in the suburbs of the
town. She is remarkably well and all the family. They
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seemed perfectly delighted to see us. We had a good
Page 2

long chat about you and the rest of the folks. Aunt

Halstead is dead and Mrs. Miles. Mr. Deryea (Duryee) and Mr. Powell
are well, they are living in the city. Aunt Sally Parker

was well two or three weeks ago, they live 8 miles from

New York. Miss Leonard and Mr. Larson have called to see
us, he will call this afternoon for us to spend the

evening with him. He has nine children, he looks

very well, he is bald and very grey, has excellent

teeth. I will give you the particulars of our visit to-

morrow morning. Our time is very short — tomorrow
morning we bid adieu (I trust not forever) to our na-

tive country. The Great Western leaves at 1 o’clock.

It is a splendid ship, you would be astonished at

its size and the magnificence of the furniture etc.

Besides the cabin there is a private parlour for the

Ladies, every thing covered with looking glass plates, gilding,
fine paintings and the richest carpets. The cabin doors are

of the finest Chinese Paintings on fine wood. Our spirits

are very fine. They have not flagged in the least

since we left home. But I fear when we are over ta-

ken with that dreaded sea sickness we will long in

vain for home, but you will hear bye and bye. But in

the mean time do not fear for our safety, we have

the same protecting power every where. Pa has been

over to Newark. Uncle Stephen (Bruen) had been dead two weeks
the rest of the family and his sisters families were

well. They could not believe it was Pa, the weather

was so bad we were housed up during his visit.

Page 3

I will bid you good morning until tomorrow it
is near our dinner hour which is three o’clock. We do not
get through until half past four and then we go to
Leonard’s from there to the theater. It will then
be twelve before we return — we are very dissipated.

Saturday morning — We spent a very pleasant even-
ing with Mr. Leonard and family. Mrs. Leonard
told me to ask you if you could imagine her sitting
in an arm chair with nine children around
her, the oldest fourteen, the youngest 8 weeks? She has
had nine but lost some. Alaxander is keeping house,
has three children. Margaret the oldest daughter is still
living in single blessedness. I never saw two persons more
alike her and her father. The other son by his first
wife is with him, they are a very pleasant family.
Mrs. Leonard looks very much like Maria O’Bannon before
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I forget, kiss that fine little fellow for us and give

Maria Louise love to him, we have received four

letters from home since our arrival here, Maria

and Christopher Halstead are dear, there is only one boy
and two girls left, they are living at their Uncle’s Mr. Moss
on Grand Street. The Leonards did not know you had

left Lexington or that Maria was married. They said

they heard enough from us to last them three years.

W. L. (William Leonard?) put on that famous Chinese dress we have heard
so much of. It is a very becoming one to him. Excuse

this miserable scrawl , my mind is so bewildered with the

Page 4
Bottom:

thought of starting so soon (we leave in two hours) that I

cannot sufficiently collect my thoughts to write a sen-

sible letter. I have not time to read over? Give our

love to Cousin Eliza (I wish she was with us to laugh us

into good spirits when we get the blues) Cousin Maria,

Cousin Catherine, Mr. (Philip) Maurause and Mr. )James) O’Bannon You

Top:

may expect letters from Rome, Paris and London, tell the
good folks to write to us, we expect letters from

home as we are through those places. From

Italy, we go directly there to avoid the warm and un-
healthy seasons which we will spend in

the north of Italy and Switzerland. We often talk of

you and Philip Maurause — I wish we could have seen

Side:

before we left to give a description of

him to our relations here. We will see

them all again if we live to return and hope

we will have some weather fit for visiting

which we have not had since we have

been here, but I must stop farewell

do write to Ma very often to comfort

her. From yours and dear Betsy Ingels.

I wish we could see you all before we

leave. I will get into a crying fit if I don’t stop
Good bye

Across first page:

A word about the fashions which as a course Straw Bonnet tomorrow
plain & long black silk scarf
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NOTE: Mr. John McMurtry was taken to Europe by Joseph Bruen for the purpose of designing a castle
for his oldest daughter, Elizabeth Bruen Ingels. While the description here is not flattering, he grew into
the premier Lexington Architect. A copy of this is placed at this date in European Journal.

Dating 1841 6/17

Postmarked: New York July 4 (1841) 20 (cents?)
Per Steam Ship Hibernia from Liverpool
Mailed from London during travels of Europe

To: London
Mrs. Joseph Bruen
Lexington Kentucky

Per Steam Ship Hibernia
From Liverpool

From: Amanda Abigail Bruen

Charing Cross
Morley’s Hotel ~ June 17 1841 London

Dear Ma

Having fulfilled my promise of writing to each member of the family, I
again commence my correspondence with you. Since my last communication to
you, I have seen sights and wonders, innumerable, indescribable. I have con-
templated London and Paris with their host of curiosities, England’s lovely gardens
and the luxuriant vineyards of France. Without hesitation I say that I
like Paris much better than London, but I think the country of England
preferable to that of France. Paris is far, far more interesting to the
stranger than England’s vast metropolis. In the former every thing is open
for his inspection and he is welcomed by the bowing, scraping French,
but in the latter a silver ticket is the only means of admission, and even
then the haughty Englishman seems reluctant to give the due gratification.

But still I prefer England; it seems like home after visiting France, all

speak the same language, but there it is to me a land of gibberish, a

very Babel. We feel solitary in the thronged multitude. No one understands

us, we understand no one, language, tongues, faces, all are

strange. The smaller villages, and cities are complete dens of wretchedness. The
thatched huts, the plastered wooden houses, tumbling down from weight of years
& their wretched inhabitants bespeaks that comfort abided not there. In England
every town, hamlet, or village breaths the sweets of content and peace. Every
acre is a garden spot, every cottage has its little garden, its quiet bower, its
woodbine porch. Each village its church with its spire modestly peeping

above the humble houses. It is the house of God, there he is worshipped —

but in France alas! how great the change — There we see — ‘tis true — the modest village
church, the peasantry anxiously wending their way to worship within its walls.
“Tis sad to witness their delusion! They worship not their God and Maker, but
statues, pictures, and their hypocritical teachers. The whole country breathes

the air of heathenism - - - -
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Page 2

I suppose that Elizabeth and Pa told you of all the sights and wonders of
London in their very lengthy letters. however I will not attempt to, but leave
such a lengthy narration until we get settled quietly at home.

As Elizabeth
and myself are both writing by this favorable opportunity, I fear that
our letters will be one and the same thing: for our impressions are very
similar...but still, the letter of a loving wife to her adored husband, will
be rather different from that of a daughter to a mother. But I
must now inform you of our late procedures on our journey. The 29 of May we
left London in the railroad cars for Southampton — arrived there at
1 o’clock having only been three hours on the road although the distance of
75 miles. Left immediately for Havre de Grace in the steamer
Hambourg — accompanied by two of our fellow passengers, Mr. Davis,
and Mr. Robinson (see pressed flowers). Our passage across the channel was delightful —
instead of being sea-sick we were as gay and cheerful as it was possible
away from home. No one could be otherwise in Mr. Robinson’s society. He
will make you laugh. By the by he is a very fine young man from
the city of New York. He is handsome, intelligent, and moreover
worth eighty thousand, and from what I can judge spending it as
fast as he can. But I must leave the interesting theme of Mr.
Robinson’s merits for another time and continue my account of our
journey to the continent. We arrived in Harve the 30 and left
the same morning in the Diligence for Rouen — where we arrived
early in the evening. Immediately after our arrival met with another
of our Great Western acquaintances Mr. Blunt of New York. He is a
jolly, good humoured old gentleman from New York. Spent the day in
Rouen: it is a beautiful city, and the oldest in France. The Cathedral
is the most magnificent structure I ever saw. We saw the room where
Joan de Arc was imprisoned, where she was tried, and where she was

Page 3

executed and several other very interesting places. But time will now allow me

to give you a full detail of all we saw for I must proceed with my journey.

We left at eight o’clock on the first of June. After we got through the examination
of our baggage we went to the far famed Hotel Maurice, Rue Ravioli and well

it deserves its reputation of comfort and luxury. The windows of our parlour

or saloon opened on a balcony and from thence we enjoyed a full view. The gardens
on a pleasant day are thronged with all the fashion and beauty of the gay

city, with nobility and mobility. We were welcomed at once by our friends

Mr. & Mrs. Cochran who were staying at the same Hotel. The same evening

we rode out with them to the Place de las Concorde. It is the loveliest

spot I ever saw. In the center is an Egyptian Obelisk erected by Louis

Philippe. On each side of it are large fountains almost constantly playing.

But I will stop, for were I to attempt to give you a description of it, I would

have no room to send my messages to some of my friends in Lexington.

The day after our arrival in Paris we went to the Chamber of Deputies, the
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Triumphal Arch, and the Hotel des Invalides. In the latter are deposited

the remains of Bonaparte in an ebony coffin. We were very near

them. In the evening with a party of friends went to the Italian Opera.

But I find that it will be utterly impossible to tell you of all we have

seen in Paris in the small compass of a letter for I believe I could fill

a volume. But I must tell you how I was delighted and enraptured

with Versailles — We went with a large company and spent the day — Mr. & Mrs.
Cochran, Mr. McArthur, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Davis, Mr. Paton (Patten), Elizabeth, Pa and
myself formed the party — and in truth it was delightful — We were there

hours dining — We became so impatient that we concluded to go to sleep

and leave directions to be woke up when any dish was prepared. We also
passed a day at St. Clouds — and at the same time saw his most gracious Majesty

Page 4

Top
“Tis very seldom
Louis Phillipe, the Queen, the Duke of Orleans, indeed all the royal family.
that the King can be seen. His life is in such danger that he never appears in the streets
and only rides in a bullet proof carriage. A man was beheaded last week for attempting
his life. His equipage is magnificent — his carriage is drawn by eight bay horses -
I was the only one who had a distinct view of him in the whole party. Iran about thirty
yards down a hill with a piece of bread in one hand and a piece of cheese in
the other & without gloves (for we were taking lunch in a café). I was so excited that
I forgot every thing. The others laughed most heartily, and Mr. Paton (Patten) immodestly —
I thought he would go into fits — but I got well repaid for it in spite of all with a
full and distinct view of his features which is seldom obtained by any one — Before we left Paris
more and more of our party arrived till at length a whole side of Table d’Hote
consisted of Great Westerners — The time most delightfully during our stay at Paris — Mr.
and Mrs. Agnew and Miss Mills were almost constantly with us — we were I am sure

Bottom

the gayest party ever in Paris — While there I must not forget to tell you Mr. Frederick
Robinson presented me with the most beautiful bouquet I ever saw of rarest flowers. He
was very gallant indeed. The last evening we spent in Paris I took a walk with him

in company with a party of about twenty up to the Triumphal Arch — and a most
delightful one it was, partly through the garden of the Tuilerie, the Place of Concorde &
the Elysian Fields. I wish I had more room that I could tell you of all I have seen.

We left Paris the 13% of June in the steamer L’Etoile in company with Mr. Fox, Mr. Grant
and Mr. Oliver. Arrived in Rouen in the evening and left the next morning

for Havre in the steamer Normandie — which conveyed the remains of Na-

polian to Paris. Arrived there at eight o’clock, and left it immediately for

Southampton in the Hambourg. There met with Mr. Livermore. Another of our fellow
passengers, a dashing young fellow from New York — He is going to take our letters

for us to New York and just this minute came for them — so I must close.

My best love to all, I have no time for any particular messages.

Tell Lizzie Smith I am afraid I will never have an opportunity of delivering that
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Across Bottom

message of George Pansy’s.
Pa received a letter from
him yesterday but
forgot that I was to close.
So again good bye
Your aff daughter
Amanda Bruen

But again if you
show this I’ll be
mad, literally & truly —

Across Middle

While writing this letter was seated
in a suburb little parlour Morley’s
Hotel. A magnificent chandelier
was suspended from the ceiling
while immense mirrors adorned
the walls — A small French piano
graced one corner of the room

& easy divan & arm chair
completed its comfort & elegance.
The window was hung with
crimson damask & lace curtains

& in addition were ivory

wooden & Venetian

blinds to keep out the sun

that never shone. From

it had a near view of the

Duke of Northernland’s (Neatherland’s)
palace —

Sent it over to
N. Y. by Mr. Simmons a
young merchant of
that city.
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NOTE: Amanda wrote her mother in June of 1841, while in Europe “to tell Lizzie” she
could not perform a request — so at that time she must have still been in Lexington.

NOTE: there is a little number box game in pencil on the back.

No date — I believe this to be written upon
Lizzie Smith’s departure from Lexington to Louisville. 1841 fall

Addresses to: Miss Amanda Braen
Present(?)

From Lizzie Smith

My own dear Amanda,

How disappointed and
half-angry I am that you do not care
enough about me to come up here
to see me tonight. Altogether it has
happened very awkwardly. After I had
enjoyed to day with you and before
Mrs. Brand knew it she sent for
you. If I had been to tell her
that, and also that I would sleep
at the Dudley house, she would not
have invited company, so please don’t
blame anyone, you know things will
happen so sometimes. But why did
not you come! You know that
I could not come after she had
invited persons to meet me, although
inclination strongly drew me towards
your dear family.

Page 2
And now how can I say good bye!

Please Amanda don’t forget me! I am
sure you will not. I will write very
very soon and tell you every thing.
Very best love to you all at

home, tell them how sorry I am

that it has happened so.
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Well, good-bye ever more, how
happy this world would be if friends
never had to say that hateful word -
too much like heaven!

Yours most devotedly
Lizzie
Please excuse the horrid, horrid
scrawl, I wish you could see
how and where I am writing it.

Destroy it is all that I ask.

Oh! how I long to see you
once more

Don’t forget Lizzie
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NOTE: This collection of Amanda Abigail Bruen’s cards was found in an envelope marked Cards With
Notes. It is hard to choose a time, however some were written before she was married, so I am placing the
date as 1841 winter.

Dear Louisa — Will you oblige me — sending me again that music book of yours containing several sets of
quadrilles — written on the back: Mr. Price (written by Amanda)

Miss (Sarah) Irvine & Miss (Elizabeth Fontaine) Shelby had engaged to go with Miss (Mary) Boswell in
her carriage but will decline bringing her out of the way. I accept the services of Col. (William Grayson)
Carter at 7 2 or 8 o’clock (written by Amanda)

Miss (Mary) Hawkins, Mr. James S. Armstrong, Mr. (Levi?) Carr present their respects to Miss B. (Bruen)
and regret that they have not the pleasure of her company this evening — Miss (Georgia?) Edwards also

Mr. (Joshua?) Noland respectlvely requests that Miss Bruen would allow him the pleasure of her company
to Mr. LaGrand’s this evening — July the 26™

Miss (Lucy) Webb will be pleased to see Miss Bruen on Wednesday evening at 8 o’clock

Dear Amanda — Mother is not willing for me to go upon such an invitation and though I am very anxious
yet I cannot. You must tell all about it on your return — yours Rosa (Vertner) — make my excuses

Will Mrs. (Mary Jane) Pilkington be so kind as to furnish Miss Bruen with another copy of the letter
addressed to Mr. Pitkin? The first has unfortunately been misplaced - May 26® (written by Amanda)

Miss Combs request the pleasure of Miss Bruen’s company tomorrow evening at half past 7 o’clock —
Wednesday — on other side Mandeville Thum MD, Leesburg Harrison Co.

Dear Amanda — Anna had persuaded her Ma to permit her to stay until tomorrow and as or will be the only
opportunity we will have of spending an evening with you for some time, we have concluded to go, if it is
entirely convenient — Your friend — Sue (This may be Susan Mitchell, called Sue, Jane’s sister.)

Mr. (J oshua?) Noland request the company of Miss Bruen to Mr. Shelby’s this evening if favorable — May
the 19®. Also a card reading Mr. Noland respectfully request that Miss Bruen would allow him the
pleasure of her company this evening. July the 21* — On the back Jos Noland

Wishing you many happy birthdays — Elizabeth — on other printed: Miss Elizabeth Fontaine Kinkead

This card reflects a party with a numbered list on it, 1-20 on front and more on the back:

1. Breck 16. Jacobs 31. Armstrong

2. Humphries 17. Holt 32. Robertson

3. Carr 18. Pindell -

4. Robertson 19. Warren -

5. Mitchell 20. Porter -

6. Turner 21. Jones -

7. Shelby 22. Humphrey’s -

8. Breck 23. Clay -

9. Humphries 24. Vaughn 39. H.C. Bauks Esq
10. Carr 25. Jouett

11. Robertson 26. Brick 22™ party given by
12. Mitchell 27. Marshall the Lex. students
13. Noland 28. Carr

14. Dr. Mitchell 29. Shelby Perhaps this is where Evan saw her &

15. Armstrong 30. Noland wrote his “Ode to Amanda”
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NOTE: This is old sheet music about to fall apart. While the score is included just the words have been
typed here. Evan Shelby never proved to be a very good speller, and it seems he should know the Bruen is
spelled with an “e” not an “i”, but still believe that this must have come from him, as only the week before
he send a letter to his cousin Isaac Prather Shelby from Nassua Hall, College of New Jersey (later Princton)

in Princton, NJ. Dating 1841 12/10

Postmark ? looks like Princeton, NJ with “songs” written in bottom left corner. Dec 10 (1841?)
Addressed to: Miss Amanda Bruin (misspelled)

Care of Joseph Bruin Esq.

Lexington

Ky.

songs

Title Page:
T’ll Remember The — a Ballad

Sung with rapturous applause.
By

Messrs Wilson & Dempster.
Composed by

J. F. Danneley.

Words of the sheet music:

“Ah! forget thee! no my love
Time may stop or cease to be,
Streams forget to flow my love,
But I’ll remember thee.

Fairer forms may meet my sight,
Finer features eyes more bright,
But ah! forget thee”

no my love,

one may stop or cease to be,
Streams forget to flow my love,
But I’ll remember thee.”

NOTE: At the end of the music — written faintly in pencil:

There’s not a word, a look of thine
No soul hath e’er forgot

Thou ne’er hast bid a ringlet shine

Or given thy locks one graceful twine

Which [ remember not.
Below the last verse:
Ah, that I could at once forget Amanda my captive love detains
All that haunts me so In O tressmen(?) silken clue
And yet soon bewitching girl To undo like yet were
To die were sweeter than to let offering get for you

The love he remembers go. There is another fainter verse in smaller writing that I cannot read
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NOTE: Thus begins the correspondence from Louisville. Lizzie’s Salvation is shared here. The friends
are now about 17 years of age. Liz Shelby is Elizabeth Fountain Shelby, born 1824 — same year as Lizzie
and Amanda. Ellen Gwathmey who appears in several letters, was a classmate of Lizzie and Amanda’s and
was from Louisville. Her father was George C. — first cashier of the Bank of Kentucky.

Kalorama was the name of the estate/school & grounds and means beautiful view (see following photos
taken in 2006 while Mr. & Mrs. Urton lived there). Some sources say the home had a connection to the
Underground Railroad movement to help African Americans escaping slavery in the 19th century and that
underground tunnels led away from the home. Beth Urton Krebs, who grew up in the house and now lives
off Hurstbourne Parkway, said her father had any openings that might have existed filled with concrete for
safety reasons. Dating 1842 4/4

Postmarked: Louisville KY Apr 6 10 (cents?)

Addressed to: Miss Amanda Bruen
Care of Jos. Bruen, Esq.
Lexington
Kentucky

From: Lizzie Smith

Kalorama April 4™ 1842

I fear you will think me incorrigible, dearest Amanda and

despair of even receiving any pleasure from such a good for nothing
correspondent as I have provided, but before you utterly condemn me
hear my excuse which although perhaps not being plausible is at
least true. I began a letter to you the very day after I received

yours and had almost finished it when I was interrupted

and my thoughts ever since have been so occupied with other

and better things that I have felt as if I could not write

until my mind should be perfectly at rest. And now I am

happy to say itis. I do hope I have like Mary “chosen the good

part which shall never be taken away.”

Ever since Father’s return from Lexington with accounts of the
great thing which the LORD had done there, my whole thoughts
have been turned to my own condition and state of heart,

and the moment I began to examine myself I felt the need

of a Saviour to save me from eternal death and to fit me

for a happy life and glorious immortality, and I do

hope though with fear and trembling. But I have at last found
him and been able to cast myself upon just as I am,

a poor miserable sinner. I could not bear to think that all

my dearest friends should leave me behind, while they pressed
forward in the right way, and on Easter Sunday when I turned
away from the Lord’s table and thought of you enjoying its
inestimable provisions, I felt as if T could not allow another week
to past without making that decision which will influence all

Page 2
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my future life. Nor am I alone in the important step, both
Louisa and Virginia have come forward as candidates

for Confirmation which I have not yet done but intend doing
next Sunday! There about eighteen persons desirous of Confirma-
tions and Mr. Jackson speaks of presenting them the last Sunday
of this month just one week after my eighteenth birth day.

How have I been able to live so long without God and with

out hope! I am truly delighted to hear that such a happy state

of things exist in Lexington. In a letter from Mr. Winthrop, he
speaks of the deep seriousness still evident in the congregation
and of the revival of the Sunday school and Bible class.

How I wish I was so situated as to attend such meetings. But

I must try to do good where I am in some other way. To me

I scarcely know how to interest you in the dull routine of our coun
try and monotonous life. I fear I shall never be a genuine

country lass, but still the country begins to have many more
cherries for me, now when bursting forth in all its living of

green, than when clad in the white mantle of winter.

We have made several trips to the woods, and last Satur
day one of our longest, to the knobs about eight miles from
us. We were a merry party I can assure you, closely packed
in our jaunting-car with a large basket well filled with
eatables, but the least important part of this procession. I
persevered in climbing to the top of one of the highest peaks
with two or three of the more adventurous of the girls and
carried off a piece of pine(?) as a trophy. We christened it
Mount Ida, a high-sounding name enough to suit the most
fanciful mind; we hesitated between this and Olympus,

but strange to say the habitation of the Gods was rejected.

Page 3

It is such innocent pleasures and enjoyments as these that vary the
monotony of our life, and I find I have in no degree lost

my taste for them since the days of my childhood, indeed

I hope I never shall, for with them are connected such sweet
memories of both the dead and living, such recollections of “auld
lang syne” that they form some of the calmest, happiest hours

of my existence. I would not exchange them for all the

hours of gay tumultuous pleasures spent in the place of the
crowded ball room which the most admired notary of

fashion can boast. Oh! how every thing which this world

can offer; even its most innocent enjoyments/ sinks into
nothingness in comparison with the holy joys and blissful
eternity promised to the true children of God! How much
lovelier and happier will be our intercourse if we are

permitted to meet at the right hand of our heavenly

Father! Let us pray for each other that we may so pass through
this troublesome world that we may indeed live together
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forever there.

I am afraid that you will find this a very dull and egotistical
epistle but I feel that you are one to whom I can open

my whole heart and not be exposed to criticism or

censure. What nice, long talks we can have together in May —

for I am still promising myself the pleasure of accepting your
kind invitation and think if nothing unforeseen prevents you

may expect to see me the first of next month. You can’t

imagine with what delight I look forward to again seeing

the faces of those I love there, and all the old familiar spots.

I was quite as much astonished as you were at “the Julia’s” prefer-
rence of Louisville. They were however, highly delighted with their

Page 4

Top

visit to the “Athens of the West” and still more with its far famed hospitable
inhabitants. I quite agree with you in considering Julia Conyers as the
prettiest; she is a lovely, interesting girl an a fair specimen! I should

think of the Eastern spring lilies . You ask me if I see much of Mary Ellen
then will scarcely believe me when I tell you that I have not once

seen her since her return from the South. I have not been in town

myself except upon Sunday had have consequently been unable to

call upon her and as she has not been out to see Jim, we have

missed each other entirely. She is I hear not at all improved by

her visit to the South having returned with her head full of beaus

and dress. Just think one year ago how far before us she was in

her conviction of religion and now how she has fallen back. All

her desirous impressions I believe are gone entirely. What a warning

Bottom

not to resist the influences of the Hold Spirit. Ellen Gwathmey I have seen more of though
not as much a I could wish. She is not in good health at present even
indeed looks quite sick, not at all of a belle, I believe sometimes, I hear
even neglected at parties. I should think her fine mind would compen
sate for her benefit of personal attractions. I have made very few new
acquaintances since I came here having relapsed very much into my

old character, that of Miss Stay at Home, as Father calls me. They tell me
I will never get married if I confine myself at home so much, that

not one half of the wonder of Louisville knows that there is such a being.
Quite a compliment to me! Not I should be appreciated if I were known
But I think I can live and die is peace, even although I do not

accomplish that “chief end of woman” viz getting married. I have heard
strange reports about you and when I come up shall expect you to make
me your Father confessor. Hope you agree to that!
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Side

Tell Joe (Amanda’s brother Joseph) that we heard from Mary Robertson the
other day, that she is well, happy — and however

has attained the distinguished age of 17. I’'m for

Joe to be preparing himself, but I suppose

that ere this unless he is more constant than

I give his sex credit for/ he has some other

“penchant” and has forgotten her. We heard

that she had become pious and was about to

join the church — however, she herself said

nothing about it.

Across Page 1

I am sure you are weary of this incoherent dull epistle, but I have ransacked
my brain in vain for news that would entertain you. I don’t know
any one in whom you feel any particular interest here; and I am
sure the true record of marriages of those you care nothing for would be any
thing but interesting. I must bring my epistle to an abrupt close
as Mother is waiting to take my letter to town. Now do answer
this soon, just as soon as you receive it, and I will follow
your example. Best love from all to your family — Virginia wishes
to be particularly remembered and says you must answer her
letter immediately. Goodbye dearest A and believe me ever your
devoted friend — Lizzie

1 hope you can
manage to de
cipher this but
then my dear

for mercy, sake

let no eyes see

it but yours.

Love to Liz Shelby
when you see her.
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NOTE: Amanda has just turned 18 — she reflects on European travels. The last page has criss-cross writing.
Mary Smedes’ October 26, 1842 letter confirmed that Amanda’s mother (Ma) traveled with O’Bannons.

Postmarked: Lexington Aug 10 (1842) 18 % (cents?)

Addressed to: Mrs. E. A, Maurous
Care of P. Maurous Esq.
Single Paducah, Ky.

From: Amanda Bruen

Lexington August 8" 1842
Dear Cousin,

What can I, what shall I say to account for my
long silence? Nothing, I can say absolutely nothing! So a
truce to all excuses, yet I must sue for pardon, and I
know that you, my good natured cousin will grant it when
you remember that there are but few of us in this semi-
sagage, far western country. ‘Tis but seldom that I have been
honoured by receiving a letter from a married lady, particularly
from one whom I love and respect as much as yourself,
and I know that I ought to have replied to it immediately,
but it is the honest truth that in consequence of my intol-
erable laziness I have neglected all my correspondents during
the last six months.

And now for news — I received a letter from Cousin
Maria yesterday containing the delightful intelligence that
herself, Mr. O’Bannon & Ma would if nothing prevented be
in Lexington the middle of August, between the 14™
and 15 They were to leave New York on the 1*
and I can’t imagine what will detain them two weeks,
unless they return by way of the lakes — but they would
have a very limited time to see and examine every thing
of interest on that route. Don’t you think that we Bruens
& O’Bannons &c have broken out in a new place with
regard to traveling? I do not know who will be affected

Page 2

with the mania next summer but your noble self. But I
so hope that if our favorite steamboat be taken with a
sailing it will come through this, our city, without regard
to the smallness of our rivers, or the unearthly quality of
water, and take in a few passengers, my humble self
included. Suppose that you and I take a trip together next
year. I will soon be a fine young steamboat, and I

feel confident that we in company, having a great deal
of steam up would travel over dry land and water, to

our infinite satisfaction, and perhaps to the astonishment
of the natives. I repeat, suppose we do! It would take
but little to excite Pa’s organ of locomotion. I wish you
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could take a peep into our yard and see how he has filled
every corner of it with all kinds of knick-knacks, great

and small and would that the same spirit of invention

would act upon my good father’s brain so as to turn his
attention to the inside of the house and see what’s

needed there; for my part I could see that old yellow paper
torn off the drawing room walls with a satisfactory gain —

Do pay us a visit I beseech you. I will promise to do all

in my power to make your time pass agreeably. We have an
abundance of engravings, books &c that we purchased last
summer in Europe, (and some few curiosities, such as

a view of the Thames Tunnel; six joints of the Pillars from
the Giants Causeway; which latter we procured in an uncommon
manner, paid a man thirty dollars for stealing them. Don’t
you blush for such honest relations? But it was unavoidable —
that part of Ireland upon which nature has reared such a

Page 3

stupendous work is ruined by a wealthy Lord, who in the might

of his power has forbidden all whether they be subjects or

Tyler or Victoria from trespassing, but we independent

honest citizens of this great Republic scoured his land

and bore away no small portion of his noble possessions.

You ask if we brought with us any old country gems or man-

uscripts — we did not. All I saw were under lock and key, and
moreover jealously guarded by men, who with their moustache, sword
and uniform, assumed an air of importance which they soon

found was lost upon us. We saw vast collections of them, in

the palaces, museums, libraries &c. The illuminated manuscripts

and missals of monks who lived centuries ago, were the greatest
curiosities of the kind that we saw. We saw one Bruen, which

had been painted in the 7% or 8" century. It occupied a mor (torn off by seal)
30 years in the undertaking. Attached to it was a benedictionary

which was used at the coronation of the Anglo Saxon & Eng’s.

I will answer your questions now with regard to the particular

places we resided. You wished to know if we touched the coffin
containing the remains of Napoleon — we were not allowed the plea-
ure, the door the chapel in which it was confined was secured

by an iron grating, therefore we only exercised the sense of seeing.

The chapel was hung with black velvet embroidered with gold, a silver
lamp was suspended from the ceiling which is constantly burning. The coffin
not placed immediately under it, covered with a pall of black velvet, his
sword, boots, gloves, and helmet were placed upon it. I saw tears in
many eyes as they gazed upon it. Indeed in Paris every thing re-

minds one of his greatness. Its gilded domes, lofty pillars, costly
churches, triumphal arches, all, reflect glory upon his name.

Page 4

Across Bottom
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I like the French far, far better — they were more polite, hospitable & honest than
the English. They prey on Americans as an old friend but those English
seem to think that if they do not, they ought to own and rule us all.

We did not suffer with their haughtiness and impertinence but ‘twas easy
to perceive that such was their character. But of their mighty works

of art they may well boast. Westminster Abby as a piece of architecture
and for the rich and exquisite sculpture it contains stands unsur-

passed for walking through its venerable aisles, or gazing at its marble
dead. Also visited Westminster Hall indeed every building that

was worthy of notice. After visiting the Highlands of Scotland, sailing
over Lock Katrine, Lock Lomond and many others we landed in

Across Top

Edinburgh — remained there a week. Explored its ancient castle, wondered
through the antiquated halls of Holyrood, saw the apartments occupied
by Queen Mary. Left that city of palaces with unfeigned regret.
Traveled next to Melrose which Walter Scott has celebrated by his de-
scription of its beautiful abbey. Went thence to Dryburg his burial
place & then with pleasure to Abbotsford. Restrained there nearly

a day — were in his sanctum sanctorum, sat in the very chair where

he had sat and written many of his celebrated words, saw in his library
the books which he had indulged also the clothes that he had worn

a short time before (crossed out word) his death. But I would cease my
meanderings, for if I write much longer I will be unfit to go down

Side

down stairs and clean silver, for when I indulged in thinking
a great deal of those places we visited, I am so

anxious to see them again that I cannot enjoy

anything. I am sure you are tired. I had

intended to have given you news of Lex. but [

neither time nor space. A mini megnetision(?)

has broken out in the new place — viz at the college -
boys are lecturing & mesmerizing negro boys at

50 cts a piece. A committee of our learned men

have under taken to investigate the truth of the

science. I do not know the result of their investigation.
What do you think of it? Elizabeth, Busy & children
have gone to Paris and left me alone.

Love to all - please answer soon — yours - Amanda
Down Bottom

Tell Mr. Marshall
(but not from me)
that his sister and
brother-in-law arrived
safely in Lexington
last week. The
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Blue Licks are the
most frequented

than any of the other
springs. There are
between 2 & 300 per-
sons there.

Now my dear cousin
will you pay atten-
tion to what I am
going to say —

If you will conde-
scend to answer

this I will promise
faithfully to be a
regular correspondent
and if I can an
interesting one.

If you care a strain
for your little Dutch
cousin, write soon
and just such a

good, long, interesting

Down Top

letter as you
wrote before.
Give me your
views of mesmer-
ism —and

tell me whether(?)
you will accede

to my proposition.
While making
promises I will
make another

to this effect —
that my next

letter shall not
befilled with blots.

You say you
are forgiving.
Carry out your
principles — do
not follow the
example of King
Tyler the 1% his
serene accidency.
Good bye
again —




'»-.\\‘

Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

A e P—— .4;Lz7/%'/ _Q_-__y/ a'/t S f 7y L

W,

s

. Ry . - R ) !
v Mirredrrs, i
R . Kal s . . _:" - - - - - " ) 7
/“2”:"/;/1‘44 " ﬁn/41 e A 4/"‘/'/0./;5 =" F""‘;f-“'. 4}4 "”"/-W-/é‘*. ~ =7
o T

4 R e /4&/: AL T fl/:‘f.‘f Lk ,01 fAr;-a—c

s
S L& ‘2'//2'«-);- —=pd
' : I's

/ Py St pniinl 'l
.'»‘/ ’ .
%;f’l ﬁ’ﬁ'//’ &}r‘ P /.é/.g ;/l/ w/ Cf}:'&f// /—éf-’/ /”é //"""/)/4"" /2&&-@/ OZ)
Lo =—:// ¢ 17..:1’4.# IA% /r{ Cpd

.
e S
2. >—z—~t_/ //;7’ msénr.e.ﬁ/ ﬂ.’:“z// o

P ,
T rrere P L SIErTL /.
/ “s ’ ‘ -
/ / P A » ) )
: 7’,4/"/‘ // e uFre / =~ - s 7‘/;".{/ ,‘/..&;m-,v -
. e e L “t p i
- -

Pt i rire?
Ry
;{l/p//‘ e A F T e S

i T FA B #
,4. % a?’:rx.—v -

7 : - :-«:7?_‘:_4, PR A /z'-;;, /jf:/- R SO _ P2 ._~'~/:,-,:--.L::,-.-__.‘;-‘¢_. Ly / Ak ﬂaé’ii
a . / .
-&’—1‘—3/4_‘.4—-/ ﬂé

P - - -
4 ,L/J/.an.& 4/ —/ // % pi~c B T T P et A // 2-;7 c’aaw_:_%
. /_ -
N -
Ve :

L 27 e

it L iy,
-—-.___—-=—A:w/ /Jvm /uw/ e,,[ /z«_mo_cé A /

T\;———-—-W‘a—»;‘;__ /,(/‘../,é; s ﬂm%;—.— /7"{ /4—4 Zf “Z /k&oﬁ
e B 2O, / |

Ara-r..a_. 1—:—;4__ fx/Za/ ml PlaFt e "A_;—«—— Z—?&z— ~./J
G ey / Ae L) ke opri B

Za 7 ,/a:zm- /
=L

’/,;7_ /’(1 ,}’:.’(’/ //’/1;-’4':.:( 5 ,(‘ ¢—./ -

LF )?—xz/ PR ‘f%z/iz/ /// Lz-e c—/)ui.rrr;z«/

/ - }¢/:< // Sz ,)‘/-7/ Ay E c . /
Y7 ¥ S /7— aza/“/z’;z_- /?:—- izl g /&424 //—,-,%é

c-_.< 6‘; Z)Z?—-zz«e o~ 'u/ z// &
/7 &? __p_-f 3 /,fr/’/ {J{e,f;,: /z%: /zz‘//.: (,g,—e ., /yca//é
Vi ‘

/
(w’."z’ /f‘/ ,‘;{ 2L b

N /zyiféf’./ /ZTA» o .. raiCs E

e e ——

Mo



Shelby-Brue

i 3

s
PP W /7 (J#f.&;;c g

r"’ : “/A;L‘ /;t} M& lﬂ

./,marj P

L0 e T

,11:7“ .&:f- ;-4—:;2: /fr_ /r,c/

ea-uli/ /d‘ g %

S A s

-

s~

7

o oy J»

2.2

A -an‘hﬂft,z—/ﬁg Ao

) ~/ o 2 & '/
,,,,z... p /:;/ R 2 (714' e ,«./a' »

,//»’cfamwr’ - ,{_. j‘ﬂ P
; ) //&
. 4
Jl  Fzer? ?/;/ /" ~ e -’."’;-t/r‘!/;?-.: e ,/

/“‘/7 l/ /"’“‘5/ """“—- Ai,; e / % ﬁ-«rs ;

Z ﬂt’

& mnwr; -*7/ g/ *’1’—.9-7 = . .-,
el y ¢ J
e m,,-/;ez. Tonsal ol Lt

/ Jf;a/ r.’,;-c—/ J
! st /4{% /71 ce.f- eéz’fazf

yw/ -

47 P / Ayt 2

A /{l/r.zf,f—— %-.e/ //.ah(:c-/ﬂ/ 4/,. o ’(“f

e L /L 4
/‘;'{:7—/ *%'(’ éi“:‘:.l_g.y £ 7

£ r-& 79’ / -‘——C’T'—‘:»'l’t (';"".‘4{—':—56/ T “';Zﬁ JE L A?//_—/
/2 ,éfr g e A _/»;/;Z A o

- 4
/ /ﬁ. e ..‘7/ et

n Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

LCJ.«/ flizflr preyy e / /

7/'%4;'“ Ir//lr~//t/ - —JJI;/‘ ’{
/’}é" ﬂ%% / My‘/ﬂ‘lﬁrm/——. e P gae, ’W%"

WL Atz S ,;:z'Zﬁ“L

e S bl e

7 1.2 N
ore s /u..w/ S o 7;/‘/%«4,,%5/ ,/“MW[

P &——-—/ehv— _ : // / ”W//;/.

‘4«1 - J / :w/

: e o2 =¥ r”‘"ﬁ?’f‘
-7/—.» o~ 7}1«. //'5:—7 z:,;/é—w%\ / et fZ‘/

/z-e. : P e, /—‘uéa(/’ -4-(_{_\

Z /9!—:—5-%/ A’/Irg-@/ /

-rzﬂ/;— e

‘5/;:-/7 /7’*"""—//&* Ry E/ /___—73&7'74—/'.;—»»/%&’-—4—
A—I%‘ .4—71/4(_/#.0_ P //J / —a/%. //:-a-zf/ﬂ/ //—1?//4_;

M./ f—’ 4# .}'}43’ /,4 _#—;/d..

.ﬂ-é‘ /ﬁ?!—f,‘~ Aexzaa/ f/-él—- Pt e / /{1/ /1441_4:4
/’;Lﬁc.#‘.v/ .-"; 7 /—4.14/_ »4/{;—‘ = 4_2:/ /

2 w’m ———
7

/’i_ (a%e“za,z.t.» /._aé-wr,/- oy /;(&1-4 ‘/—/-:'-;.:

/ 1
. Vs » .
A PrL Ny T -’;’45;5— d 7 }“"#/ “&»’{4—,—/ /f" Lrcvel" ﬂ—f 2 = V?—{‘_,h;,:,“ /.f.'/_:: /
T z° . o )
L R A D /f’ (-—;{“Z PR & 04’ / £ P’ éfz/:_. o rmede. | fEreid e peie /;} e ;x“/jg zéx\
o . - / :
/f?—*c‘c"’ o '&'—f{ ‘Ai"{&tc S - ieiad

7 - r—,;%,{fa/ /”1164 "7"’4%’% ‘ ,d:_{g/ e el le iz

vos Jorafon
:—’,J/\ //

,)(»—:z—;l —_
/ A

el e e P /:‘p“&f__-. \.-.—_;.’~— g :,(A

. - / A
f/‘// - e T
-7 pa

47, 2

id Aot F

/’ . . - I
Py / /' [ VP p.‘_a—/é ) ',-2'3'-,_ @l R

S /';;,., e ..A,,,zf/ > / e (,,._w, 4&_.},/ 4

T

e - L S %_ [UREV PN




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

27

. 7 . 4 4 N
/‘4:, sretezcs A"S:‘:. 2’ Aipp ol PR ,-/;44/.27/,: A A /,-/-f’-:'/a S Al /;z.-_?Afz/

b 7 . py P e .
//F} A )g"’/‘;/;’-f—t’-?" T2 ,/4,-;”’:4 / /zgﬁ k{(_ /'4—/ Y PR ,f’f};f —~ e /lc / ‘- -’/./— I‘r
s . P /: .

V'
/ﬁf—/_/,f,,,- s /.;4’.:/”“» v --}»’ﬁ-} ¢J/%/ 7 // P ) /-'--«a’? /.-,,, -alx:;ﬁ—,
/ﬂbe.a/;é &/iiw / /ﬂ/ g ..f. S/ &-J:?

‘/\~ 9
“/A@/ /ﬂﬂ;,;(/ A‘/ ,/4;'—/

/./ /_za‘*' e .

b » n }' . £ ) . ’
01‘—1&‘-«- — //"/;‘Za-— -’"7 /‘fd . % c el ﬂt”fw

‘t // Jr;r\;‘?elfg ;‘ (.-}-t = '..“ 7 . C’r:/ZZZ;‘gt.

H ‘ " A lf""?“:ﬁﬁ{’-}’\;’,‘) — s At L .:"/ c-_/)-["f"" w - Arr  ppeve ,/zzc‘m‘(é'r - -/Jz-‘-‘;/ 3 2—;-/ ‘2’444
5 7 . / : ’ . et /' > s N
L/}?.!e'-.:-,.z S .‘7/1(‘.?7/2;‘»." _/‘/}3/ fl__‘y, ,/a,{é !.,',, ez B ,‘-—,, 4': g (/:;‘: - /'/'_/ e ”‘,/ ,J_/A&/ [/’. ~2 .—4
. ke R 411_' ' A
' ) kzi..f S é/ ,’!"1 L aEen m//a’/ /},—.—,&c,/\ ,/f/,,aaé ) /#__:“ 04'1“/4__-5
: ra"?'bf)/ /r;’—/ /.-/'-—.’u "", ¢ //; .P--—,!/a — /.‘w;a,-// A écdz(z.‘—,w,m" 7%#,//‘5:”2_"‘, .{ﬂ\ ‘

24
-~

A e ’ -
LoVA 22 4‘4/ /“’u-A !z—:—;’z/ /4‘-‘——,;; 44-_,,/ }/-J___.,_‘ V’Zs/'z/_ 454'&.4&(-&,«;,,.&4—4/ ,//:.f.?z.zzca.‘[ f >

& . Z & /
st oz At ‘ e z, g s e
= A rfp, e LL—) Py 1; Fat el e . r,a.,/ e ;144 PP S P z_&__. E ,e,-.ez&/
4 s /
. . Ay ) > .

1LYy P /.c =y 7% /f’tL )A‘.‘L / Par e B i ,,1—'—;/r?/t L™ //c f :/&L / P q;—/é) &aiiz/

e X ¢ . (
s .’ ~o ) g ol — : c
T s d'/; N '.::”‘,Cc;z.‘ s /,r*sr»:‘nﬂ:_;ﬁf ..';~ i /;jx. . /*"(’*T' Py '.LL"' ,“l‘,f:)“(‘.;-}» - cf';’/{f"/‘z‘ é7‘./s‘e_‘_u4- P, //z l" )

i~ /., i
- : 4._"",_-. -

Vs f/c,z-rv" J S ;:f/'@% ‘p;w-wm"’%. — 9—4;‘*%’—“ 4:.1/ /?7 &/"741;‘/ S //;zuaa./f—u—/‘f'ﬂw.._&hz- S

"‘:&.':1-
% e 'Zr—'d-.:wr-s

S

e e o TS T —

’A:—’:’"/':""’Gi P “”‘"/ /5‘/‘-"'/ ‘5&/4"" P .:-1«,—:2//'7 e / e <:—' '—EZ&M g/'::’/
P 7%5 _

Jﬁ‘fé h’z?z.éé aa/— 17’“" lﬂfi-‘;ﬁ:#t / 4:#"'/ EE ‘7 ,/""" "494' 1’{ < “ e -l 22 0“22*3
2

<

j}’/// c..é _,Cz-e.# & ..£¢.—£ vé,,_ %—m,, . ,,';,..t/.c.,( Ay T Wy P e &S }{Lc— 2 ” &.‘—'c}
Pl et e, /ﬂ . /n—. ‘—.54-@&,”// i ,// 2 // {.{f;r__ P /’-e e se P ‘r%_—z 4// Pree 4’4.. /7j)\/{:a_-

ya

‘ﬁ/ﬂv;— s ﬁ‘- EN ﬂ’/z(

5

»»-‘Z. P . /‘.— /:/: iy {-r/ 'Jvﬁ_v/ PAr ‘4*%,’&.49'—.4{_. /“‘f / /S(_,& ﬂu’(
724 L 2. .
“Hrasiz Pz am ,(—.,-a.__ 3’-&/ ,L/s--b»—c"{..a-’a. A—-d"a/’ ?._/c/g ez

v
e 7
/.—zr,’?/ ,/11 ?' // (,‘-c/t-c// /1";

P

PP i st 1/1 '.'4_('-’-{ e AL

e

i P
- A~ 2 R ~ VA A
A ,.‘,4/ ,—,,,.é Z? _.¢_,,_~ }-,L/I:?—‘rr C e Pgelipe- i N - e 4;1—/{(« e ?,'/:< (477 /TP
/,_-.' i - / /——n_
”? ' /4 . 2 ? -
£ B -~ 2 7
PAR? [ﬁ. Pesf  Mccoreasd s // ‘/;'fg‘t/e) - //’i \ ,".)i—l.;.(.(_-.._/ s rf,// T /.'z.si.,{__. ¢_: A‘ ".4;._’ / p,e e A~ 4'{—'-‘/
e )‘ ) ) a N ' yd -~ e J
= A e ey s s e s
,*1-'17-/ «* f." //~c L0 1.4‘/ Flet' s izmsr "t St . ;;‘/-_/.v,lue d . .—_.‘.-//ﬁ: EENPN £ - ’7 -,—/!, >~ /’:..u oA e

. - o . Y
,.",-‘-/ .

. , ° n
:'/;;..1.:./ Lo o L ...%L o F.z o L PLP-a Tt s
7 A ' Va :

ST

:t““—";/:f: = L’A'-f :

#

P P I T R 7




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

Y s P olorsr folrer. [ ESiezs o tei e b TS Sfena g i I .
W4 B n}w\lu\\.\\\ slewe  F \h.\mw“\.“\d\h.-\ PPE \WMH\M\\\ -.I\..Q.\.“.\ &‘ w VS \& a.%v _n\\\ﬂ\ .h\w\ .\..*.‘,\;,\%\

; N“N\\\.\.\Ax 7 \N e zes b gpivene. FHoas Ll e rn) Vi et S S SISV
AL AT B L I8

: 13 A - . 15 )
> M
by

, ) o ’ ) ) . § g N E 2 A
S o P ez o - 4.\. APurre. Gttt g ATt Ritm - i Y \..\\\
.,.mr\\\u\\ ' [\ Lk .\\h\. .
R Lt ottt 5 S mrm e Sy e e e Lt & | IR
" g - e T . R e NN N,
q_m el I\\\ Zrrec &2 \%\\\\.‘ P> - M\v.\\..\\.ﬂ.ﬁ..... K) e 4\\\\7 bre Seds e N (ﬂ
4 iy >4 Rv KR IO \\\.\.\.‘». - M»h. - .\\ .\Ni\.\u.\ \“....Q.‘h._b. - \\.YN,.“\. a2 \\y“\.\.‘\ \\w‘\\\ \\M N 6T
\ ol Rr e \ﬁ nu\\a.‘i\.v.n e, ‘\ \,\\\rvr\ ot it st ?\,\‘ syl \\x. Peald hn \...-\ -t
7 1o \\ - s

- o
oli A foesae — TS Ervo.vtiz o
X A e, Rsl s net - Lo a g,

By,
N saes \\\r\ﬂuv..“..._.xlv.\«wn.h.. .\n.uﬂw.vu\.«\\\a.\un‘\.\kﬂ~ DR Y \ =
N hpans e N p T Mns oa L e s o St DL G
A .ﬂ“\‘\\\ s \\ T .\\m\.\...\n 4 Py S o N\n-h.!\..mul 20 ) ﬁs\u.u\:. SRR
* olhen . P PR "4 P B i ...\ Rl W
" AL peze. . . e b b Metimen

.... Rl .\\m.;.\-.\\. . \Mvw-\ﬂ.p‘dul.l ,\j..o-.m‘k\&r : B P

T e e R

-

A nm \\n\ﬂr,...

s

.
v

Nl A
/Vwﬁﬂﬂ* - e ..\\.. iy
x SN

N
N wm, * :, SN
121 EP AW b S
BRI SR
A 3 .




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

This letter has been snipped and torn. A corner is missing from pagel-2 and lots of page 3-4 is missing.
Postmark & Address: all missing

From: Lizzie Smith with a note from Virginia

To: Amanda Bruen
Kalorama September 6™ 1842

I began a letter to you dear Amanda, a week ago if you can
credit your senses, but was prevented be company and other
things from finishing it and so I have commenced afresh.

It will be two weeks tomorrow since I received your most welcome
letter, so you see I am improving somewhat, and think in course

of time I may become quite a respectable correspondent, at least
one to whom it will not be a burden to write to.

I was in Louisville spending two weeks of my vacation when your

letter arrived and it only needed that to make them two of

the most delightful that I ever spent. I believe I know more persons

there now than 1 did in L (Lexington) during the long years of our sojourn
there. Kinder and truer friends I certainly never knew, and if

one were only in the midst of them, living in the city I should

be perfectly happy. I almost dread this winter in the country

shut out as we shall be by bad roads, snow & from all society,

however we can never feel really lonely surrounded by 27 girls

and as constantly employed as we shall be. Our school has

never been so full; the girls however are not so large a (class as? torn off)

we had in L (Lexington) or as interesting. How widely scattered are (those? torn off)
who were so much together two years ago, and how (unlikely? torn off)

that we shall all ever meet again — [ have ceased (forming? torn off)
friendships, formed, but to be broken. There are some here (, a few? torn off)
which will continue while life shall last — I hope and (believe. ? torn off)

Page 2

I see very little of the girls now, but more of them than usual
while I was in town. Mary Ellen is very much admired indeed,
but perhaps will not be so much so now this Eliza Jane has
come out. It is very currently reported that she is soon to be
married to a dashing young widower, who is in truth paying
her very devoted attention; however as he is somewhat of a flirt
I doubt whether there is anything in it. It would be a very

good match for her in a worldly point of lives, what his talents
or intellectual attainments are, I know not. In these “hard-
times” however if the gentlemen have only sufficient guarantee
of money, that of brains is of very little consequence.

We had a good long call from Ellen G. while in L (Louisville) and found
her the same lively, rattling thing as ever, perhaps a little wilder

and more boisterous. She acquired very particularly after your lady-
ship and recalled all times with a great deal of zest. She is not
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much admired, as she is not at all pretty and her manners

do not generally please. Sue Green, or rather Wier passed through

a few weeks since on her way to the Green River country where

she is going to keep house. She was so busy procuring furniture,

kitchen utensils etc. — that I had no opportunity of calling on her.

We met her once however walking with her husband. She does not

(seem as? torn off) pretty as she did before her marriage, indeed I don’t think
(marriage? torn off) a beautifier: her husband. I was disappointed in
(Sarah? torn off) Grimsly & Mary Robinson are both so far removed from
(from us? torn off) that we rarely if ever hear from them “Sarah is

(quite the? torn off) belle. As I always prophesied she would be and I

( is? torn off) not married before this.

(I have? torn off) now I believe told you all I know of the girls, whether
Page 3
it will interest you or not, I scarcely know.

But I must not forget to tell you a piece of news which
doubtless you have heard ere this; the birth of a “young
Bishop”. He is now almost a month old and of course in
our opinion a perfect prodigy. We were all so delighted that
it was a boy; boys in the first place are worth twice as
much as girls and then we have so many of them al-
ready in the house (cut off)

event. Father has called (cut off)

says it requires some (cut off)

Our opposite nights (cut off)

before we ever, and (cut off)

“Nebuchadnezzar” ! (cut off)

How I do wish I (cut off)

she must have so (cut off)

me all about it in (cut off)

“penchant” for him (cut off)

Noland? and has (cut off)

irons fascinations of (cut off)

But you will soon (cut off)

of his removing (cut off)

in a more (cut off)

winter/ will (cut off)

we will (cut off)

up (cut off)

I (cut off)
in (cut off)

Page 4
Top

like to see “my old” juvenile with a new face and all through the aging
of the Lady. What would this world be without us? Are the people
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better satisfied with Mr. Berkley? I do hope he will be able to sus-
tain the interest awakened there. We here heard with pain of

the many failures in Lexington. Is it true that Messurs Boswell

& Alec have utterly “failed”? I suppose you have heard journa-
ling enough about the hard times, such long faces and still

longer dismal tales as you meet with on all sides in the

Bottom
(cut off) for life
(cut off)is president
(cut off)accident. Do
(cut off) with regrets
(cut off) should
(cut off) the

Middle

departure of Dr. Bush! Who can supply his

place in L (Lexington? Alas! I (Latin or French?) There seems
to be a manic now for visiting the Mammoth

Cave. Would it not be delightful if we could

visit it together some time — By the way speaking

of the Caves have you seen that account of it in

the New World written by Col. what’s his name?

You know whom I mean. How long was he in L (Lexington)
after I left and did you see him again?

Written across the top portion

Please don’t take

as a hint what I

said with regards

to cropping letters. I
will measure your
love by the lengths
of yours.

Much love from
Father and Mother L.
S. L. to all your (Louise, Sam & Virginia)
dear family and

dear self. Do follow
my praiseworthy
example and an-
swer this in at least
as short a time as

I have. You cannot
think how often your
letters are read and
reread and talked
over — But I must
indeed say goodbye
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Written across the bottom portion:

as the supper bell
will ring in a few
minutes and (cut off)
must be (cut off)

the (cut off)

Good (cut off)

Written across the side portion on back

lines from you.
You are in my
debt for a long
letter, but I will
be satisfied with
even one word
of remembrance,
if I still hold
as large a place
in your heart,
as youdo in
mine. Remember
me with much
affection to all
your family.
Yours with love
Virginia.
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NOTE: This is a collection of calling cards found in an envelope simply marked “Cards”. Again I am not
sure weather they are in the original sort and it very well could be that some of these belonged to Mary
Pindell Shelby Stallcup. Due to the appearance of age I am placing these as Amanda Abigail Bruen’s
cards — possibly collected prior to after her marriage. I am dating 1842 fall.

Allen, Mrs. Prof. 1842 fall (Calling Card)

Baldwin, Miss 1842 fall (Calling Card/Dillon)

Breck, Daniel 1842 fall (Calling Card/Dillon)

Catlin, Mrs. David W. 1842 fall (Calling Card)

Curd, Miss 1842 fall (Calling Card)

Curd, Miss G. 1842 fall (Calling Card)

Dillon, Miss 1842 fall (Calling Card/ Baldwin)

Holt, Thomas H. 1842 fall (Calling Card)

Jackson, James 1842 fall (Calling Card/H.C. Pindell)

Jackson, Mrs. 1842 fall (Calling Card/Sloss)

Johnson, Miss L. J. or L. L. 1842 fall (Calling Card/Mrs.)
Johnson, Mrs. Lyes(?) L. 1842 fall (Calling Card/Miss)
Maupin, Mr. 1842 fall (Call. Card/Robertson dated 2/20/1843)
Mclous(?), Mrs. B. H. 1842 fall (Calling Card)

Mills, Miss Martha B. 1842 fall (Calling Card)

Nicholson, Mr. 1842 fall (Calling Card with Scott)
Nicholson, Mrs. J. G. 1842 fall (Calling Card)

Noland, J. 1842 fall (Calling Card)

Okara, Judge M. 1842 fall (Calling Cards)

Pindell, Henry Clay 1842 fall (Calling Card/James Jackson)
Robertson, Mr. 1842 fall (Call. Card/Maupin dated 2/20/1843)
Robertson, Mrs. 1842 fall (Calling Card)

Scott, Miss M. (Mary Epps?) 1842 fall (Calling Card with Nicholson)
Sloss, Miss Anna E. 1842 fall (Calling Card/Mrs. Jackson)
Smedes, Charles (Charley) E. 1842 fall (Calling Card)
Williamson, J. V. 1842 fall (Calling Card)
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NOTE: Aldert Smedes, Mary’s brother, founded “St. Mary’s School” in Raleigh which is an Episcopal
girl’s school still in existence today as St. Mary’s College.

NOTE: Margery Parker (Ma) Bruen, Amanda’s mother had recetly visited New York with Maria and
James O’Bannon. I believe Maria to be a niece of Margery’s.

Postmarked: New York Oct 31 23 (cents?)

Addressed to: Miss Amanda Bruen
care of Joseph Bruen
Lexington
KY

From: Mary A. Smedes
New York October 26" 1842
My very dear friend,

I received your affectionate tho long
expected letter several weeks since and would have
answered it ere this, had not my time been so fully
occupied as to prevent my doing so. You have no
idea, my dear Amanda, how constantly I am engaged
and tho time is so precious, how many, very many
are the moments I spend unprofitably! Oh, little do
I realize that every misspent moment will I have to
render account of in the great day of retribution.

Let us so live, my dear Amanda, that when we

come to die, we may be prepared, and rejoice to leave
this vale of tears, to go to that world of joy and bliss.
I am happy to hear that your Mama and cousins
arrived safely. You must truly have rejoiced to have
embraced your Mother once more, tho she was absent
so short a time, yet I have known what it is to be
parted from a Mother, and I feel now what a privilege
it is to be with her. You will, doubtless, be surprised
to hear that Charley has gone to Illinois to be a
farmer. My brother William having purchased a

Page 2

farm near Springfield, and knowing Charley’s de-

sire to be a farmer, offered 40 acres of land provided he
cultivate it — with the labor of his own hands. Charley

will have to make great-many sacrifices, but I hope

he will seek direction from on high, to be enabled to

bear them. I miss him very much, and could not (bear) the
thoughts of his going so far away. Our family now is very much
scattered. 2 in Illinois, 3 in Mississippi, 1 in North Carolina,

1 in Kentucky, and the rest of us here in New York. Oh, how
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delightful it would be, if we all could assemble together once
more. Is it not a painful trial, my dear Amanda, to be
separated from those whom we love so tenderly? May it
tend to raise our affections from this world and place
them upon those of a better, where sorrow and separation are
unknown. How I wish that you were here, that we

might hold sweet converse together. I feel as if I should
not like to express all on paper, what I would by

word of mouth. I hope you will forgive me, if this

proves uninteresting, but I know of nothing new that

I think will entertain you; which perhaps you may

think strange in this great city that I should not. I sup-
pose you have seen a description of the croton celebration
in some of the papers, and it would be useless for

me to attempt to describe it, as I cared not sufficiently

to go and see it. I have visited the reservoir from

which the water is conveyed into the city, and they

are truly a wonderful piece of workmanship. The
fountains are indeed beautiful, the croton water

is so carried through this city by pipes, as to be ren-

dered indispensable in case of fire.

Mr. Collins called here the other day, but he told Mother
Page 3

that he intended to return the same day for Kentucky,

so that we had not time to write by him. Remember

me most affectionately to your parents. Give my best to
Elizabeth and tell her I should love to see her ac-

ting a mother’s part. 1 hope that you will go frequent-
ly during her husband’s absence. I hope you will

have compassion and go and see her. Give my love

to all inquiring friends. I always feel a deep

interest in my friends of Lexington and shall be ever
happy to hear of their welfare.

Mother and the rest of our family are enjoying good health.
We have been made most happy by the arrival of

brother Aldert from Raleigh; he came on business

and will return in a week or two. He is delighted

with his school at the south and is doing very well.

Mother joins with me in love to you and your family.

Will you give my best love to Mr. Hutton, but do not,

my dear friend, show this letter to him or any one else.
With the hope that you will write to me soon.

I bid you good bye from ever your attached friend
Mary A. Smedes

Written on the outside: Ask Ma if she thinks Mr. Rogers had ever had any idea of addressing me —
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NOTE: This letter has also been torn and lots of page 3-4 is criss-cross writing and much of the page is
missing.

Postmarked Louisville KY Nov 24 26 (cents?)

Addressed to: Miss Amanda Bruen
Care of J Bruen Esq.
Lexington
Ky

From: Lizzie Smith
Kalorama November 21° 1842

When your long looked for a letter dearest - was put into
my hands my first impulse was to treat it with the neglect
that I fancied mine had received, but the first two
lines did away every shadow of distrust and fully reinstate-
ed you in the position in my heart which you had hitherto
occupied. I will not tell you what I felt when I imagined
that one long friendship had been forgotten and that absence
could conquer this if not the stronger sentiment. I will
indeed try to profit by your oft repeated advice, and
answer each letter at least ten days after its receipt.

I'do so love to read your letters; they transport me at once
to my old home and I can almost imagine that I

am surrounded by the moving, breathing actors in your
“scenes”. I feel that I shall always remember with interest
and affection those with whom we soj ourned so many
years, although this seems to me a fickle, forgetful

world, and why should I be different from others?

Lately we have seemed to have been brought nearer L (Lexington)
through Lirrie Brand’s and A Johnson’s correspondents,
and have heard with interest mingled with horrors of these
masquers who seem to be turning the world upside down.
I did not think for a moment that you had been a
participant in their follies, but still was glad to be

Page 2

assured to the contrary by your dear self. How much
reproach do the followers of Christ bring upon their divine
Master, the Church and themselves by this mingling in
worldly amusements and follies? The people of Louisville
have indeed caught the infection with a vengeance

and nothing else has been talked of for weeks past.

Miss Frank Smith’s eclipsed the others of course and

all the world was there. Let me except — however some
few whose parents were not willing to have exposure

to the thousand petty insults and annoyances of a mas-
querade. Among those were the Shallcrosses, whose father



Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

I have heard as much ridiculed as praised for

his care of his two charming daughters. He however al-
lowed them to attend a private one where the ladies
alone were masked and where Ellen Gwathmey
appeared in the character of / how shall I write it /

a monkey! Tell it not in Cuth!! Another young lady
took upon herself to personify a Dog and went bark-
ing around in all the gentlemen faces. If they could
only have heard themselves, some remarks that others
have made on them, I am sure it would cure them

of such folly for life.

I suppose before you receive this the Shelby’s will have
returned and without our seeing them. Louisa was

in town the day after I received your letter and called
on them but they were all out. None of our family
have been able to go in since and as they have not
thought us worth the trouble of a ride to the country

Page 3
much torn off of this page

we have failed seeing them altogether. I am very sorry

for I should have liked very much to have seen them

if for no other reason than to have asked as many ques-
tions as [ wanted about you. Liz has not thrown L (Louisville)
into ecstasies of delight — by either herself or wardrobe she
may however have produced quite a sensation although
not enough to reach five miles around. I’ve heard an-
other being at one party though Lizzie Hall who was

out to see us last week. She /L. Hall / looked (torn off)
pretty although a good deal older. Near where (torn off)
school. It is since she is ever to be (torn off)

Danville “boy™ her time this as I know (torn off)

How do you feel at the approach of Mr. (torn off)

however I suppose it brings naught (torn off)

erpations of pleasant intercourse rem (inicent of? torn off)
renowned Lan-Chastened(?) Now you may exp _ (torn off)
such intellectual enjoyment from public (torn off)

Winter in town is North the pleasant (torn off)

the year, while visit withus e (torn off)

it is decidedly the most disagreeable! (torn off)

nit although by (torn of¥)

wit the cold (torn off)

and words (torn off)

of white, still (torn off)

/ for the (torn off)

town (torn off)

even (torn off)

wh (torn off)
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Page 4

Top

fires and seems so from the interruption of girls and

visitors. We have the benefit of a fine library and with

books and surrounded by so many we could hardly

suppose that we could be troubled with enemies or

loneliness! One of the greatest discomforts attending a winter
residence in the country is being debarred from all

religious principle. It has now been four weeks since we

have attended church in town. I did not see G when she

Bottom

(torn off) give neither did
(torn off) aim for I should
(tom off) ried Messeyes
(torn off) Did Mrs.

(torn off)  Mother!
(torn off) I commenced
(torn off) of making

(torn off) new

(tom off) eye

Side middle and right

but my own. I will tell you as an excuse for my

them ordinary stupidity and bad writing that I ever
labouring under a most severe cold which you (torn off)

is no great-brightener of the fasnthe(?) and which(torn off)
made me more than half sick! I must not judge (torn off)

you that (torn off)
has just (tomn off)
Vir (torn off)
Side left:
so most admired

as we expected and
is not by most con-
sidered as pretty

as M. E. Major Shelby
was here this morn-
ing but went away
before I knew he was
here. He brought his
poor excuse for

not coming out.
They were so busy
making calls that
they would find

it impossible to
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ride a far. | infer
from this that they
have been a good
duet indeed and
hope they have en-
joyed their visit.

Is Mary as quiet

as ever!

I know nothing with
regard to the truth
of the report concerning

Across page 3

Miss Waller and Mr. Lee’s. It was reported at one time here that he was
paying his addresses to Annie Atkinson who has grown up a most
beautiful girl. She has one of the finest personas that I ever saw and
is universally admired. She has not yet “turned out” as the saying
goes. She dresses like a young lady and either does or pretends to
(torn off) home. I presume he has seen her often as she is quite
(torn off) Mr. & Mrs. Bullock. I am rejoiced to hear that Joe is
(torn off) college. I always thought it a pity that a boy / young
(torn off) his build & of his talents should not have a
(torn off) Pray do not all of you turn Methodists, they
(torn off) procession of Lexington. Give my love to Jane
(torn off) hear and tell her she has my most ardent wishes
(torn off) the conversions of the “Hunters”(?) 1 suppose Maria
(torn off) make her debut this winter as a young lady
(torn off) ter is gone. I was very much surprised to hear
(torn off) Mr. Winthrop visited us on his way from Cincinnati
(torn off) me to have from two inches at least over his
(torn off) in the very best spirits and spoke as if he intended

(torn off) however upon the manners in

(torn off) the congregation after

(torn off) indeed close as I

(torn off) forgive me and promise

(tom off to write me immedi) ately. Don’t forget

(torn off) your fine promises

(torn off) own attached.

Lizzie




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

) | | E
- i

i ) “ .

- *

2, ;

M
,‘_
-
1

%MMM./MA:«, // ‘.’?‘/f,é._{ ‘

> Zf@é /,,, K/A«__ ﬂ444.(/¢/ = Al ,;ﬁ;.../ M../re
/L.QA Fews %“ﬁ:zz?‘ /X z,,.,,a, /ﬁ:: ;74 ,4.

%—«M/ 44“4' 2 Z«A—%W;

d(ﬁi?r Frnem /me,\z_/ ltriece Ho Fao o Aﬁ—bw 4?%7%/ /’7‘-4444—-4—/-}
j /— fé"%——g /gua‘,._.gv O A -—/ %M e2ls LezPe, /a:ﬂ,‘_ Q—éwg_
- e ,/gg, . 2?4,,.44{_ s W //"’—7—-—7 ol h-—.,// é% f/;’&

et



Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

-.r__“ : » . . . A

p /// M j/q—yﬂ (&Z/L% ﬁ:—— /A{. y S
ii Al % um d'w V2 Py M'/A-w —a. 3,

%”;é—ff%wh_u, f£’4, MM

ZWW ef 4l ézw WM7 W/M,M %de,
,ém M%’_M A/ﬁﬂ—toﬁ-—’é—— S %%M /z:::“‘é‘x&“
MM}»——%«—- Areiir Focotn frrnet W (%M,.. émﬂz&
”f P /i::"%é%a«&::%/ i M,gc. / Lot ,%/

:,_457;{* e //u-wd/ 'ﬁ%Wﬁ C? M.AM”M
,%7 ome e Aow ale H mwj/&w /%7 Lestot,
-+ ﬁwﬂweﬂ.ﬁ_@ oo e /em &r&«—o} S S /44/7&?
| /< Wz/w P

,e_.,b/,,.f_._ /ﬂbt%&m% /&”,/%;Z/ poites R

W&csz@/W@MW |
te i T M7 w/z{%- S teeeelce //nw letfans oot Zotecs
t2e Hem. . L /2:7' Ccre £l oot /24.,‘,/ m/zf,@mg?

174
A rtane //{‘—G—W J’%’f—-& , =T /7 /5‘&»-_- ﬂw.,“__ a2l Ly /ﬁ‘ }%—614’\-‘ M"\

’ 4
L%Z// 2P Arr~n. Jd—r‘ /t/ /1/&;:;-_;_—&4, % A—- ’7-1-—&{_4__\ el /%g WM’%

s




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

NOTE: This is a poem by Evan Shelby and found in Mary Pindell’s scrapbook dated January 1843, Evan
twice signed poems to Amanda with; n y . Dating 1843 1/?

To:  Amanda Bruen Shelby
From: Evan Shelby

To Miss Bruen
On seeing her at a large party plainly dressed

She stood amid that shining crowd,

In simple costume clad: yet proud
Was the glance of her speaking eye

As it turned on the dancers nigh.
Proud was the glance! Well night it be:

For few in all the throng save she,
Could boast a soul, a spitit free

From chains of Fashion’s devotee.
Proud was her step across the hall:

The wond’ring look that came from all,
Plainly told that beauty’s slight,

needs not the aid of jewels bright.
‘Twas not her beauty, not her grace,

‘twas not the heaven in her face,
That caused that proud, not haughty main

Which well might grace a nation’s queen.
A consciousness of noble worth

Which tells the soul “tis not of earth,
Will beget a high toned pride,

Which those who have it can not hide.

n .

Lexington

January 1843

NOTE: Calling cards found for Evan Shelby and Amanda Bruen. Dating 1843 1/?
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NOTE: Folded note: for Miss (Amanda) Bruen
This is in Evan Shelby’s handwriting, underneath in Amanda’s handwriting. Evidently another is trying to
court her and he writes interesting note a the end. Dating 1843 1/4

January 4™ 1843

In blue ink (prepared before his arrival)
“To Friendship”

“Friendship above all ties doth kind the heart.”
Earl of Orry’s Henry 5%

1
Is there no spotless pleasure here below,
No blameless joy unsullied with a stain?
To banish care, to sooth the pangs of woe,
And grant a respite from the galling chain!
2

Yea sacred Friendship thine’s the gracious power
(That fair descendant of the radiant skies).
Go shed those beauties in a genial shower,
Bid social bliss & confidence arise.
3

Early experienced & supremely bless’d
In the rich treasures of the ample store;
Led by the genius, by thyself caress’d,
I more admired thee as I knew the morn.
4

Not unmolested is thy glorious reign;
Wondrous & powerful does infest the sound:
Flattery & Falsehood with their servile train,
And sordid cuts rest of inflict or wound.
5

A constant vot’ry(?), with near sincere,
I still adore thee & resound thy praise;
Invoke the presence & thy name revere,
Till life’s last sun descend & terminate my days.

Page 2

“When these lines were composed the author’s candid
opinion was that

“Friendship above all ties doth bind the heart”,

but at that time his heart had not been bound by
a tie whose superior strength he now, but too
sensibly fells; & had it been consistent with the
metre another word should have been substi-
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tuted for friendship in the piece.

The first & second stanzas, the author

flatters himself, have some merit, but not enough,

he apprehends, to make up for the deficiencies in the
other three. If however, with all their faults, Miss
Bruen considers them worthy of a place in her
album, their value will be enhanced one hundred
percent in his opinion.

On another corner in black ink:

I can stay no longer - & have tried to sit your beau out! But find it impossible. I had much to say,
I shall seek an early opportunity of doing so —

In her writing, just after his note in the corner: after “so” - the one

Amanda
Yrs,



Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

=

h -

e
ek

Q‘é‘v:&: S ERWBATRLAE A
r
L

1 ‘ - -

U M)
! A e x
T
IS

B g R T L]

M«;}\ ra o€ Bt s s, % LTS g, € g .

L »

o - .
dﬁ:@m’-ﬁk&. \."‘\\.""‘,._L.fz‘q I s, wd el ot
e B B

- ’/\~
4 o - M

L e

e e e i = g T e en e o~ or .- . . . -~



Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

j——

. e e =

T AR et

Y
A

e
L 5 B

. e L :
otk
et B £ E: o s *s

-——
-
-



Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

k
|
1

A R o e
oy — iy A
o )

/

e r2

7 Mot T |

S
x §‘§h\&&\@.n\- aﬂ% \M\J
/

e

1
E
."v.
i
w
1
:
¥
;
4
%
#
m.
1
.—M 5,




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

NOTE: There is a second copy of “Friendship” - possibly in Evan’s neater handwriting. This one has a
large portion of the top left corner torn off, however the poem is the same as the one before - Jan 16, 1843

This one is signed: n y (Evan Shelby)

Friendship

Is there no spotless pleasure here below,

No blameless joy unsullied with a stain?
To banish care, to sooth the pangs of woe,

And grant a respite from the galling chain!

Yea sacred Friendship thine’s the gracious power
(That fair descendant of the radiant skies).
Go shed those beauties in a genial shower,
Bid social bliss & confidence arise.

Early experienced & supremely bless’d

In the rich treasures of the ample store;
Led by the genius, by thyself caress’d,

I more admired thee as I knew the morn.

Not unmolested is thy glorious reign;
Wondrous & powerful does infest the sound:

Flattery & Falsehood with their servile train,
And sordid cuts rest of inflict or wound.

A constant vot’ry(?), with near sincere,
I still adore thee & resound thy praise;
Invoke the presence & thy name revere,
Till life’s last sun descend & terminate my days.

n y

January 16 1843
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NOTE: The following writing from Evan to Amanda is undated.
On folded paper in Evan’s handwriting, about 1843 courting
To: Amanda Bruen Shelby

From: Evan Shelby

Sonnet to Amanda

“In her youth
There is a proud & speechless dialect,
Such as moved men.”

Shakespeare’s measure for measure

Amanda! a wond’rous change has come o’er
The wayward tenor of my thoughtful mind,
Since fist I knew thee. With vain search before,
Amid the gay world, I had sought to find
Some bright being on whom I might bestow
The faithful ardor of the prove flame
Whicly if ought to man doth come/ from heav’n came.
To cheer the drear hours of his task below.
The dark foreboding of my spirit’s dread,
Had well nigh urged me into fell despair;
When, oh! like a spell from heaven thy fair
Form attracted my devotion, & spread
A charm over my senses, which I shall bear
Untill my senses fail — till I am dead.
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This is a little book of journal pages — sewn together by hand, is a collection of love poems Evan has made
for Amanda. Dating: 1843 courting.

To: Amanda Bruen Shelby
From: Evan Shelby
Page 1

“Read it, sweet maid, tho it be done but slightly:
Who can show all his love, doth love but lightly.”

First shall the heavens bright lamp forget the shine;
The start shall from azured sky decline:
First shall the orient with the west shake hand,
The center of the earth shall cease to stand:
First wolves shall league with lambs, the dolphins fly,
The lawyer & filisision fees deny:
The Thames with Tagus shall exchange her bed,
My mistress locks with mime shall first turn red:
First heaven shall lie below & hell above,
Ere I inconstant to my Amanda prove.

Howell

Were scorned the most imperial monarch,
There of most worth; were I the fairest youth
That ever made eye swerve; had force & knowledge,
More than was ever man’s — I would not prize them
Without the love.

Shakspear’s Winter Tale

Page 2

While I sit with thee I seem in heaven,

And sweeter thy discourse is to my ear,

Than fruits of palm tree pleasantest to thirst

And hunger both, from labour, at the hour

Of sweet repast; they satiate & soon fill

Though pleasant, but thy words with grace divine

Imbued, bring to them sweetness, no satiety.
Paradise Lost

When yet a young & wninstructed boy,
I'lov’d, but saw you only with my eyes;
I could not reach the beauties of your soul:
I have liv’d since in contemplation,
And long experience of your growing goodness;
What then was passion, is my judgment now.
Thro’ all the several changes of your life,
Confimed & settled in adoring you.

Hayne
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With the conversing, forget all time;
All seasons & their change, all please alike.
Paradise Lost

Page 3

For several virtues

Have I liked several women; never any
With so full soul, but some defect in her
Did quarrel with the noblest grace she owed,
And just it to the foil: but you, O you,
So perfect, & so peerless, are created
Of every creature best!

Shakespeare’s Tempest

I have so fixed my heart upon thee,

That wheresoe’er I frame a scheme of life,

For time to come, thou art my only joy,

With which I an wont to sweeter future cares;

I fancy pleasures, none but one who loves

And doats as I do, can imagine like them.
Otway

O gentle Amanda! love’s a might lord;
And hath so humbled me, as, | confess
There is no woe to his correction,
Nor to his service, no such joy on earth!
Now, no discourse, except it be of love;
Now, I can break my past, dine, sup, & sleep,
Upon the very naked name of Iove.

Two Gentlemen of Verona

Page 4

O thou art my all!
May fame, my friendship, my aspiring hopes,
All stoop to thee; my blood is the profession
Deep in the secret foldings of my heart,
How liv’st with life, & far the dearer thou.
Young’s Revenge

Well my toils shall thy fond breast repay,
Though fortune frown, or falser friends betray,
How dear the dream in darkest hour of ill,
Should all be changed, to find thee faithfil still,
Be but thy soul, like » firmly shown;

To the be tender as thine own;

To sooth each joy, share in each delight,

Blend every thought, do all — but disunite.
Bride of Abydos
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Love is to my imprisoned soul
Not, as with others, a mere part
Of my existence, but the whole —
The very life breath of my heart.
Tom Moore

Page 5

Oh happy love! where love like this if found!

Oh heart felt raptures! bliss beyond compare!

I’ve paced much this wary mortal round,

And sage experience bids me this declare —

If heaven a draught of heavenly pleasure share,

One cordial in this melancholy vale,

Tis when a youthful, loving, modest frain,

In each others arms breathe out the soft & tender tale.
Burns

True love’s the gift which God has given
To man alone beneath the heaven.

It is not fantasy’s hot fire,
Whose wishes, soon as granted, fly;

I'liveth not with fierce desire,
With dead desire it doth not die.

It is the secret sympathy,
The silver link, the silken tie,
Which, heart to heart, & mind to mind,
In body & in soul can bind.

Love(?) the Lost Minstral.

Page 6

I'love Amanda! forty thousand others
Could not with all their quantity of love
Make up my surn(?)

Hamlet

Such is the flow’r of that sweet passion,
That it all sordid baseness doth expect,
And the refined mind doth newly fashion
Unto a fairer form, which now doth dwell
In his high thought, that would itself excel,
Which he beholding with constant sight,
Admires the mirror of so heavenly light.
Spenser

That I shall do some wild extravagance

Of love in public; and the foolish world,

Which knows not tenderness, will think me mad
Dryden
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In Evan’s handwriting — 1843 courting

77 & 79 page numbers in corners explained in letter.
To: Amanda Bruen

From: Evan Shelby

Alas how light a cause may move
Suspensions between hearts that love;

Hearts that world in vain had tried

And sorrow but more closely tied

That stood the storm when waves were rough
yet in a sunny hour fall off

Like ships that have gone down at sea

When heaven was all tranquility,

A short time after
I returned home this evening & took
up Latin Book, & the above passage was
the first that met my eye. Ihad often read
& admired it before, but never had oc-
casion to feel the truth of it so sensibly.
I though at the time that a shew of anger
on your part was altogether uncalled for,
but upon maturer reflection I have fully
appreciated your feelings. And although
you pronounced some pardon for what
has distressed me not less than it did
you, yet I deem it due to you, & most
especially too because of your kind forgiveness,
to make a more explicit acknowledgement
of my part & promise to be more guarded
in my expressions in future. And I must
at the same time beg you to blot out

Page 2

from your memory an indiscretion of which

upon one moments reflection I could never

have been guilty. Although My Amanda you
have not returned my love with as much

ardour as I expected, yet my own is now the

less present on that account : & I am sure if

you appreciate (the purity & depth of my devotion
to you, you would never construe anything

I might say into disrespect. The thought

that you to whom my earliest, my purest, my best af-
fections were dedicated — that you who have been
the sole mistress of every airy mansion my youth-
ful fancy ever framed — that you upon

whom all my mature & more rational feelings
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have centered & for whose sake I would make
pure sacrifice of all else that is desirable on
earth, say the thought that you should

even have entertained one harsh thought

of me has inflicted a pain whose

poignancy can only be measured by

the depth of my affection for you. I fear
that this will appear exaggeration of feeling
to you, but what think we may be

Joined together as man and wife, (if indeed
circumstances the most dovial im-
aginable, do not prevent such a

Page 3

happy consummation of my wishes).
You will have abundant opportunities
of experiencing that my passion is
neither of a pecuniary nor sensual
character.

Father leaves for town
in a few moments, & this hastily
written scrawl must g0 with
him. For want of more convenient
paper I have torn this sheet from
my journal & indited a letter which
under circumstances of less pre
capitation would have been more
worthy of your perusal — Make
due allowance therefore My Dear Amanda
for mistakes & inaccuracies of all kinds
with which you may meet!

& believe that my love for
you is sincere as the the most honest af-
fectionate heart could desire,
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NOTE: Small note in Evan’s handwriting - 1843 courting

From: Evan Shelby

To: Amanda Bruen

If I have to escort M.
Hawkins home, expect me
to return immediately, for
I leave for the country to-
morrow morning, & have
heard something so very
pleasing to myself that

I can not leave without
importing the same to

my dear Amanda.
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elby- ,

I 'am not sure where Evan was attending classes at this time, quiet possibly Shelby College or Transylvania,
Dating: 1843 Courting

No postmark

Addresses to: Miss Amanda Bruen
(Care Jos. Bruen Esqr)
Lexington Ky

From: Evan Shelby
On lower part of fold in her writing:

Amanda  Evan
Bruen  Shelby

Dearest, I regret very much

that I will not be able to call

on Saturday, as I promised.

My reason is that I have idled
away so much of my time lately
that T will scarcely be able

to accomplish the arduous

task I have set aside for my
performance this summer.

When I reflect that “every hour

of lost time is a chance of future
misfortune”, my conscience Smites
me with a severity, the intensity

of which is more than doubled by
the thought that you are to be the
sharer of my lot “whether for better
or for worst.”

If you do not think
it (torn off) so, write me

Page 2

a few lines, my own love, in answer
to this. The time I am not engaged
in study, is all passed in thinking

of you, & it would cheer the sol-
itude of at least three days to
receive some slight token of af-
fection from you. It is great
pleasure even to write to my absent
love — how much greater then must
it be to trace the characters of her
well known hand — thin but then
warm from her heart. If you do

not write to me, & insist upon seeing
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me before, T will not see you until
one week from next Saturday.

Recollect Amanda it for your sake

I labour & exercise self denial, & you
will not blame me. You know I

love you better than any one else

on earth - even better than my own
sister, who is dearer to me than life.

In (torn off)
Friday

Page 3
In Pencil - her’s I believe.,

“Whither thou goest, I will £0; and where
thou lodgest I will lodge; thy people

shall be my people; and thy God my
God:

Where thou diest, will I die; and there
will I be buried; the Lord do 0 to

me also, if ought but death part

thee and me.”

Little did anyone know that just eight years after their marriage they would die less than six months apart,
leaving their only child Mary Pindell Shelby an orphan,
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elby- ,

A note in Evan’s handwriting Apr. 9, 1844
Addressed to: Miss Amanda Bruen

Lexington
Ky.

From: Evan Shelby

Were I not in such haste, My dear Amanda,
I would make many good excuses for not paying
my accustomed weekly visit. But as it is I have
only time to tell you not to be frightened & that
I will be in town of Friday or Saturday next & at
the same time to assure you of what you already perhaps
know too well — my increasing & never changing
affection —

Richland Apr 9% <44

NOTE: They were married 6 weeks later.
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NOTE: In this letter from Susan Hart Shelby Carter she describes more of life in Grayson County. She is
10 years older than Amanda so friends she would be interested in probably are too. There seems to be a bi
of arevival going on in the county. Dating 1844 1/1

Postmarked: Grayson Ky. 12 % (cents?)
Jany 1% 1844

Addressed to: Miss Amanda Bruen
Lexington
X)
From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter
Wyoming Jany 1, 1844

I'received duly and with much pleasure my
dear Amanda your beautiful letter and am seated to
answer it and to wish you a happy new year and many
many happy returns of it. Christmas has passed and
gone and but for seeing negroes lounging in every direction
I am sure I should never have guessed the season of
the year. The villages had their frolics, dances and dinners,
but I was none the better of them as they seem to consider
‘me either too far above or below them to invite me to a
participation in their festivities. It is however not a matter
of the slightest regret as they live in so very different a
style from that to which I have been accustomed
that it would afford me no gratification. I have
spent the week at my own fireside in the society of my
husband and his brother, quietly but in peace and
happiness, such happiness as you may for in vain, in
gaiety and dissipation. How have you passed your
time and who has been giving parties? Does Mrs.
Kinkead open her house or is she too stately? Some
of my correspondents think she is, others say not. It
cannot therefore be very culpable or these would
be but one opinion. Has my friend Mrs. Smith
gone to New Orleans or does she prefer love in her cottage?
No one has ever mentioned her and although she com-
pletely weaned me from her yet I feel a curiosity
about her, unmixed with even a remnant of affect-
tion. I never thought I could become so perfectly in-
different to one to whom I had been so much attached.
But I believe bad treatment could make me

Page 2

dislike any one on earth, if I had never given cause

for it. What news from Mrs. Erwin? This must be

nearly the time for a very important era in her life.

Has any news come of late from Mrs. Kerr(?) of St. Louis?
I suppose Ann Jouitt (Jouett) saw her of course. They

say Mrs. Menefee is to marry Manny Blanchard’s
husband, Gatewood. I hear she is quite a belle.

When you write always go to the Jouitt (Jouett) House
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and then [ shall hear something of any body, as

that is the fountain head of news receiving as a
tributary McKee & Co. &c. When far removed from a
place where one has spent as much time as I have

in Lexington it is gratifying to hear what is trans-

piring and therefore I have laid you under contri-
bution. Should you tire of these many queries just

turn them over to Evan who is as much of a gossip
almost as the ladies. These and as many more as you
may see fit to communicate, will be satisfactory, not
forgetting Sarah (Irvine) and Haydon. The Col. thinks H.
was most desperately and romantically smitten

but my own belief was that his finances were

at a low ebb and he thought he would get a com-
fortable home and that Maj. (Col.?) Irvine would always
support them. He is a heartless man of the world

and incapable of a manly disinterested attach-

ment. But perhaps I am too harsh in my judgment.

Did Sarah stay with Liz or Mrs. Fishback?

She vowed she would never enter Mrs. F.’s doors again.
We have had for a month or two some agents of

the American Trust society, staying here. One of them

Page 3

a man of deep piety. They are distributing through
the country religious works by all authors upon
the subject and will be the means of much good.
Our physician who has been an infidel, a blaspha-
mer and a man of no moral character is about

to join the church and was first brought to re-
flection by Baxter’s Call which the agent insisted
upon leaving with him although he protested that
he would not buy it or read it. It was left and

the seed thus sewn an about to be reaped. The

Dr. is a man of much talent and his example

will have weight wherever he is known. I bought
some works upon intemperance and gave them to
Landon Carter, who has been dissipated for years.
They seem to have had much influence for he

has abstained from drinking ever since he read
them and I trust has bid adieu to every thing

of that sort. Next week we shall have a Temper-
ance meeting in this house and I shall endea-

vor to get every one here who is within reach. The
population is wretchedly poor and much indeed

all its poverty may be traced to the door of
intemperance. A member of the Methodist Church
is the retailer of this most wretched poison and

we are doing all we can to induce him to a-
bandon his trade. He has been doing it for years
in the face of the laws of God and man, never
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having had a license. But these details however
interesting to me cannot much entertain you. I am at
the end of my sheet and fear that [ have said

Page 4

little which can induce you to write again. I hope
however that you will do so in expectation of some
thing more agreeable next time. Tell me what plans
you and Evan have made besides coming to see
us next March? Amanda you have unbounded
influence over my Brother and I trust in Heaven
you will not fail to exercise it. He is young, impet-
uous and ardent, therefore liable to run into errors,
be to him then a Mentor and you will render me
unspeakable obligation.

Yrs truly & affectionately

Susan Carter

Note: included a calling card of D. M. Haydon and ? Ward found in family pictures.
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NOTE: In the next letter from Susan Hat Shelby Carter Susan Kerr (Carr?) husband has died in St. Louis.
Susan seems to be indicating that she is with child, Dating 1844 3/5

Postmarked: Grayson Ky. 12 % (cents?)
Mch 11% 1844
Mch 11% 1844

Address to: Miss Amanda Bruen
Lexington

From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter

Wyoming March 5, 1844
My dear Amanda

I have thus long deferred writing
you because I have not been wel] and [ desired in
return for so beautiful and satisfactory a letter to send
one which was at least my best, inferior as it might
be to your own; but despairing of feeling any better I
am seated to perform the pleasing task, hoping that
you will think my apology sufficient and that you
will follow what we so seldom imitate, the rule of doing
as we would be done by. You may feel a little curious
to know what sort of indisposition I have been suffering
and that you may not suppose it was any of the
ailments which newly married ladies generally have
to contend with, but from which I have fortunately
been entirely free, I will tell you that my head has
been very much affected proceeding from a long
neglect of a disordered stomach. There is no prospect
of my following in the footsteps of Mrs, Kinkead, although
the people here cannot be convinced of the fact. I have
gained in flesh (bona fide flesh) the moderate quantity
of 20 Ibs since I came to Carter Co, Being always
possessed of rather more plumptitude than comports
very well with grace or comfort you may imagine
what sort of a figure I am with this addition.
A gentleman whose brother was matried about a
month after we were, told the Col. the other day that
he had kept things very still for I was at least
three months ahead of Liz, his brothers wife.

Page 2

The Col. said that he was mistaken that no such
good luck had happened but the man was
unconvinced saying that he could not be wrong
that no woman with such hips could be in

any situation but one.

You seem to think Mary Cosby will one day be
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Mis. Kinkead, and knowing the unbounded influence
of her sister I should not be surprised. Of course
William would like to see his brother as well
provided for as he is and would throw his

influence into the scale. You know too well

the temper of Elizabeth to suppose any interference
would be received as it should, or as it was meant.

I should grieve to see the poor child sanctified

to such a man, and I hope that Uncle will think

one of the names sufficient for his family.

Poor Susan Kerr’s is indeed a sad fate. She has
all her life desired wealth as the greatest earthly
happiness, but if she loved her husband she
will now feel that he may be in the enjoyment
of riches and yet be a prey to the deepest sorrow.

What a dash she will cut when she throws off
her weeds and will probably marry some man
who scorned her in her poverty.

I'saw Mrs. Brock a day or two before I left
and she was in the most (word crossed out) perfect
health. Alas! for human existence, how fleeting,
how uncertain. Has M. (Mary) Hawkins gone South?
You asked if I do not think Haydon (Hayden) and Sarah (Irwin)
will make a match. If her Father had a voice
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in the matter and I think he will, she will not

marry him or any one like him. To use the Col.
favorite expression he has a high scomn for all
coxcombs and would die before he would et

one of them marry his daughter. I thought at

the time I was married and after that she was

in love with Haydon (Hayden) and she fell below par
in my estimation. He is empty, vain, selfish and all
together wanting in manliness of character. The
choice of a love is a pretty certain index of a
woman’s character.

You asked what I think of your residing at
Richland. Esteeming you as my Father and our
whole family have ever done I am sure you might
be as happy there as any where on earth, yet at the
same time if you take the head of so large an
establishment you will have but little time
to call your own, and will meet a good
deal to try your temper. All things considered
however, I hope, should such be my Father’s
determination with regard to Evan, that you
will make the attempt. I should be happy
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indeed to see you there should we go down
next summer. We shall look for you the
last of next month and I shall be much
disappointed if you fail to come.

When shall I again receive so great a treat
as your letter which was worth half 5 dozen
from an ordinary correspondent. The Col.
sends his love. Remember me to your Mother & Sisters
and believe me dear Amanda Yr. truly aff. Susan Carter
Page 4
Top
If you know what a treat your letters are and
how little I know to make one of - you
would write very soon.

Across the first page:

When you see Aunt F ishback tell her what I have said about myself,
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whom I cannot figure out? A copy of James O”Bannon’s wil] follows giving insight to the make up of that
branch of relatives. Pictures of James O’Bannon’s monument follow taken by Dr. James Birchfield.
Dating 1844 4/11 (should be February)

NOTE: I believe two records in "Old Episcopal Burying Ground" are incorrect.

1. Philip Matrous O'Bannon is Philip Maurous O'Bannon son of James (not John) and Maria Leonard
Halstead

He was named for her beloved step-father and he may have been in a holding grave - probably born a year
or so before February 10, 1842. ‘

And as Marie had their second child (Fannie) in October of 1842.

2. I'believe the correct date for James O'Bannon burial is Feb 26, 1844 - base on the date of his will - his
illness or injury cause him the responsibility of writing a will in January of 1844.

The reference to James Lane Allen's "Choir Invisible" is incorrect, confirmed by Jim Birchfield and read by
me - makes no sense.

I believe Maria wrote Apr in her sorrowful fret by error on her letter...

That clears it up best as I know of no other deaths that make sense. ..

No Postmark no envelope
To: (Amanda Shelby?)
From: Maria L. O’Bannon

Paducah April 11t <44
Dear Cousin,

Your letter to Ma was rec’d
a few days since and I would have written
sooner but I did not know when we were
to start so as to give you information as to
removal of the bodies. It is my earnest wish to
be present and we will start the 15™ which is
Monday and be in Lex. by the next Friday or Sat.
get Joe to beg the Sexton to defer the burial till
I get there. I feel so anxious and weary that
I can scarcely write you what I am going
to do. I have prevailed on Ma to start sooner
than she intended but I feel as if | could never
be satisfied if I did not see it done any thing
in the world I would give the Sexton if he can
possibly wait till the 215 or 220 fop I feel sure
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if nothing happens I will be in Lex. then.
Ma sends her love and so do all the family
Fanny is not so well as she was in Lx.
Excuse the wretched scrawl from yours

Maria L. O’Bannon
Page 2
April 12t

PS If any unforeseen accident should occur to prevent my
coming in the course of ten days or so — it would be best
perhaps for Joe to have the bodies buried. If so I wish both put in
one grave and James to be enclosed in an outside box. have
it my dear cousin as you would have such a thing done
for one of your own relatives. Ask your papa to see the box
put round it if I should unfortunately be prevented from
coming. Iintend having a stone put over them when I
go and I have the shrubbery that was around Philips
little grave, which I intend planting out. My intention
is to start Monday if nothing happens — tho I think it
best to tell you in case I should be prevented so that no
unpleasant would be caused if I should be unavoidably be
detained. I have strange ideas about such things, and it is
a pleasure tho’ a melancholy one, to perform all such offices
for one, who in life never ceased doing, for my comfort, and
gratification, and all I can do for the unconscious
day shall be done tho I strain my feelings and strength to the
interest. I only hope I may be in time — Yours

Maria

James O'Bannon Birth: 1812, USA
Death: Feb. 26, 1841, USA Tombstone engraved: Confusing as will is dated 1844

"Sacred to the memory of James O'Bannon, who departed this life F ebruary 26, 1841, aged 29 years and 4
months. "Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death [ will fear no evil, for Thou are with
me: Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me"
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NOTE: Found among Amada’s items were these are little calling cards announcing Amanda Bruen and
Evan Shelby on one and & Mrs. H. B. Bruen and Mrs. Bruen on the other. Both appear to have been
written on in pencil. C Y

Dated: 1844 — spring

First — in Amanda’s handwriting

Miss Amanda Bruen
Mr. Evan Shelby

Second — in Elizabeth’s handwriting

Mrs. H. B. Ingels
Mrs. Bruen
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NOTE: A little note with an assumed reference to Amanda’s wedding. ...if so would date about May 20,
1844. This could be Lucy Webb who years later married Dr. Robert W. Bush on July 8, 1853.
Dating 1844 5/20 as though assumption is correct.

To: Amanda Bruen

From: Lucy

My dear Amanda

Will you not come over
and spend the evening with me.
This is the only evening you will spend
out until the wedding, so do come over,
I'will expect you. Let me know

by the boy.
Lucy I forgotto
Backside:
tell you it is our party f - o ———

with — Curds, Mary Hawkins
and yourself. Not in party -
dress if you please. 2 R == L SV R,

R

7 T e :
RECAS S A% d U P
7




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

LS

Qj//éa,%@;ﬁa)

% #

i Ve /@(@/ﬁwﬁ oce Aty i
W(V 7?’4“3«/@## éﬂ/’/://éftmf
/’/ (e '//ﬂfé z/ ‘oS 2 2 & %ﬂ//

Zrdd /

i Py (/?;% Bt \%

g’/?/ﬁ’%/ﬂ 4 m/e// Wéfg) //)




g T mw@ -
a e B = e It
1
- L3 | ]
: !
i g
] !
‘, ¢
: =\
Ty il e —
<& Qi b5
NN ;
N \ ! .
\ T e . "
See S ) [ :
NS |
\ ( ) i
|
\ Q)
f ]
|
1 1
B = B —— . S ]
. S St i, K

Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

NOTE: Mrs. Woolley may be Sarah (Sallie) Wickliffe Woolley, wife of Judge Aaron Woolley... With

compliments extended I believe to be written shortly after the marriage of Evan and Amanda — I am
giving date of May 25, 1844

Addressed to: Mr. & Mrs, E. Shelby
From: Mrs. Woolley

Mrs. Woolley’s compliments
to Mr. & Mrs. Evan Shelby
and will be happy of
their company Monday
evening

Friday

Also:

Mrs. Woolley’s compliments
to Mr. & Mrs. Evan Shelby
and request the pleasure
of their company to-morrow
evening,.

Lots of figures — addition of business or games
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NOTE: In the next letter, Susan Hart Shelby Carter name a boy born to someone after her father.
Dating 1844 7/1

Postmarked: Grayson KY. 12 % (cents?)
July 1** 1844
Addressed to: Mrs. Amanda Shelby
Richland
near Lexington
K

From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter

Wyoming Monday Morning
My dear Amanda

This is the first mail day
since Greenup left and I feel an irresistible
inclination to scribble you a few lines.

Well then, here we are quietly seated in
our mountain home. The world forgetting and by the
world forgot. There is not in the country a
soliciting family or individual with whom we
have the slightest sympathy and Heaven knows
what would become of us if we were not any
thing to each other, but such being the case
we pass the time peacefully and quietly without
any great degree of excitement.

Our furniture had arrived before us and has
been the talk of the country for miles around.
Then Mrs. McKee of the village was here before
we had been home 24 hours but cruel as jt
may appear I said nothing to her about
it and she only saw one room. She had
however a double object in coming and as
she gratified the most malicious of the two
I thought she had sufficient gratification.

A family settled here during our absence

who lived in Covington & the woman was

educated by Mr. Pickett. To tell me that

the Father of my intended sister (not sure who) was a school
teacher was a source of delight which only
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the malicious of our sex knows how to appreciate.
As I was aware of the fact before, the lady
seemed somewhat chagrined at not witnessing

a considerable degree of mortification on my part.
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Tell Father that I had the pleasure of
naming a boy for him on my way home.
A woman at whose house I stopped as I
went in, had a son added to her family
when I returned & had waited for me to
name it. In spite of Gen’l Combs command
to christen nothing that did not belong to
me I did call him James Shelby and
the family seemed much pleased with the
name for they said it was so handy.
I found more than 100 fowl running in
the yard, a garden filled with the finest
vegetables and the Col. thinks his corn just
twice as good as last year, but the latter
looks so far below the Fayette corn that to
me it seems like no crop at all.

It will be many a day before I take my
better half to the asparagus bed of the world again,
for he has scarcely smiled since his return
and would sell out to day and leave for
Missouri or Texas tomorrow if he could
get a purchaser. As for me I would rather
live and die poor in a healthy country
than sacrifice that greatest earthly good
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for the mines of Golconda.

When shall I hear from you? Often &
at quarter lengths than I have written I
hope.

Remember-me aff. to Father and the
boys & believe me dear Amanda

Yr aff. sister,
Susan Carter

Tell Evan we are reading with much
pleasure the valuable work he presented
to the Col.
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Postmarked: Grayson Ky. 12% (cents?)
July 29 (1844)

Addressed to: Mrs. Evan Shelby
Richland (near)
Lexington K

From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter

Wyoming July 28, 1844

I cannot deny my dear Amanda that I felt somewhat
slighted when the fifth week after my departure passed
without a line from any one, but I have many faults,
many negligences to be forgiven for and I can therefore
make much allowance for others,

In regard to the first item of news from Lexington I was
prepared to hear that the Col’s evi] genius was there,
He insists from the fact that Father is visiting her, that
he is going to get another high fall, but I am too well
acquainted with his character and disposition, to
believe that the most beautiful and angelic (epithets
to which she can certainly lay no claim) of God’s
creatures could, in the elegant phraseology of the Hon.
T. F. Marshall, honey fuggle him more than once.

I shall wait most anxiously to hear the denouncement
of the affair, feeling however not the slightest fear of
its resulting in mortification or disappointment

to him, as he is perfectly well prepared to play the
game or rather to carry on the war, with the least
possible detriment to himself, and as much chagrin

to the enemy as her double dealing must induce

her to anticipate, to say nothing of the

hard lesson taught her in a former siege,

lengthened to be sure beyond that of Troy of old

but ending in wasted feeling and deadened hopes,

to himself, while he upon whom all her war like

skill was spent, has learned to forget her existence
and find peace and happiness in the affections
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of one who never deceived him. | shall forbear
any further comment upon the matter expecting
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the next mail to bring the result.

I'am gratified indeed to hear that Ellen is going to
make a visit and shall endeavor to repay her

for a trouble which some of my other relatives have
never thought me worthy of. Not less do I rejoice
that you are on a sociable and kind footing

with her sister, thru whom there €xists not a more
perfect being in this world. Her example is one to
be copied in every department of life, as wife, as
mother and last though not least as Christian.
Patient and meek, forbearing and kind, she is
indeed a burning and a shining light, contrasting
O! how strongly with the great mass of professors
in whose walk there is so little to distinguish
them from those without the pale of the church.

You asked about making butter and I can quiet all
your uneasiness on that subject by telling you

that in hot weather the milk sours before 12

o’clock and then of course “no more cream rises
and in consequence only about one fourth the butter
is produced, which could be made in winter

or if you had a cold rainy dairy. Last winter I made
more butter from two or three cows than I now
make from five or six. Every one acquainted with
the matter will give you the same experience.

I should be sorry to hear that you and Liz had

had a falling out, yet at the same time I consider
her so heartless and deceitful that she could never
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afford you much satisfaction by an intimacy.

She would gladly have broken the match between you
and Evan, from motives of spite which she for a
long time has entertained toward us, and with the
hope too that you would eventually return poor
Isaac’s passion. She is entirely selfish and worldly
minded, although before marriage she passed for
the most amiable, descent and dignified woman

in the world. Perhaps I did not like her from

the fact that I was too much of the same stamp.

I do not know, but she never was my fancy.

You must cultivate Mrs. Kerr in whom you will find
rather an oddity if she has not gotten above it.

Judge French made an abusive speech against
Mr. Clay on Wednesday last and as there was no
one to meet him here the Col. made a reply, but
I left before he rose for he was so much excited
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before he began that I was afraid he and the Judge,
who have always been personal friends, would

have some difficulty. The Democrats told the Col.
that he showed the tarif in a different light from
what they had ever seen it and were much

pleased with his exposition. The Whigs of course
were pleased. I am altogether apposed to his having
any thing to do with politics.

I hope that Father will not be prevented from coming to see
us after the election as we have expected.

Remember me kindly to the boys and tell James
& Fayette we should be glad to see them.

Believe me dear Amanda yr. aff. Sister S. S. Carter



Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

. Os ) T
i Ty S 2r sy

e Soewste T ' N ; e T
) " 7, . A + o
. L, v g ’ o - e o sREe 2 N e '\ )
; Aeit 23 z; : %/@“/;- ~ g

: Gt "'-h > Ty X, . X en
.. - R 7 LJ
et e o e g :
. - . o : -
o it St 441—"-— ) il LI
B N A R Y (R B
2 M il DR R
P 5%, e :;.‘ i, g X e N :
o : g AR —aloh A o) P P # -
D e A e R P G2
ERY -5 s TR, oW prot, T S - . : A g £
T, M - ZZ" ;.J ;7 i LY G L -' T
;”-l’ L Sl S i cend T . ‘j | 4/%‘ Z p - o
) . X & WA e e L gl e 3

LT &
. R P&

g2

o

SENY D PO,
o L i "‘?‘?\ S -
. AP WE.. N L -

7. & — > ¢ . *
. N . R REN A= e L
o - :
& "o g - .
o - ) 5
7 . > e
. o . I
. » %
) ) I . >
S -
EX 2 AT £ . ”
) : R R 20 SR °
g

.
Al .

Lo
..._ .




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

:/A/.Z’ZZ‘ /bjj@mf—xﬁm /5»-7/-5«-
| /%Z/%%@rm@%h
: L3t 0y ?MM@% %%.{

é : Mt//L’z- T Fae ﬂt&—;— é}nm(@. 7” lﬁ( aéé," / / ﬂ vé

£k .
-.___._\_.J"




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY

T s,

M e N

Talie

Koo




Shelby-Bruen Family Papers, Mss./A/S544e, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY
elby- ,

Postmarked: Richmond, K, 12 V4 (cents)
Aug. 29 (1844)

Addressed to Mrs. Evan Shelby
Lexington, Kentucky
From: Sarah (Irvine)

My Dear Amanda,

therefore there will be byt very few present —
Believe me sincerely Sarah (Irvine)

Irvinton Tuesday
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NOTE: Susan tells of the toil of a toothache., Bishop (Berkley) asking for funds, and asks about Ellen
Hart Ross Reily, Margaretta's sister...Dating 1844 9/2

Post marked: Grayson Ky. 12 % (cent?)
Sept 2" 1844

Addressed to Mrs. Evan Shelby
Richland
(near) Lexington Ky.

From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter
Wyoming Sept. (2) 1844
My dear Amanda

I have been suffering
more than I thought nature could endure
from tooth ache. I felt it considerably before
Father left the (morning after my face was
swollen almost to bursting) and is now
more painful than any one would suppose
as the swelling generally produces ease.
I am fearful that the lance will
have to be used as there is every appearance
of its coming to a head. An emetic which
I took yesterday and which threw off
a quality of bile has failed to
relieve me and I am almost tempted
to commit suicide. The women of
the village have called to offer
their sympathies to day, but with
such significant looks that I am
much more provoked than benefited.
We were much gratified to have Father
with us limited as our means of affording
enjoyment were, and we hope to have
the pleasure many times in our mountain
home. ShallI see Ellen before she leaves?
Poor thing I feel for sincerely and hope
she may not have the misfortune to loose
her husband. Remember me aff.
to Father and the boys & believe
me yr. aff. Sister

Susan Carter

Note at the top page:
I had a rigmarole letter from Bishop Smith

to day asking funds for Shelby College. He
seems to think that money grows on trees &
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all we have to do is to gather it. There are
many objects of suffering

under my eye any day

and my charity fund goes

to them in the shape of wool

& necessaries of life.
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Postmarked: Grayson Ky. 1212
September 237 1844

Addressed to: Mrs. Amanda Shelby
Richiand (near)
Lexington K

From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter

Note: Received September 29 ‘44

Wyoming Sunday 23
My dear Amanda

I commenced of Sunday
last as answer to your letter which came on that
day, but it did not please me and it was
committed to the flames. Yoy write so much
more satisfactorily and so much more at length
than any of my other correspondents that I shall
be most careful how [ forfeit my claims upon
you by procrastinating my replies. How much [
should rejoice to see you face to face, but as there is
1o probability that will occyr shortly I must
content myself with your agreeable letters. The Col.
sends you many messages, among them a request
that you will come ere long to see us least in 2
few months traveling may not be quite so
convenient. You said all | could wish about
Sarah’s wedding except that she was happy. Her
Father’s love of wealth and her own amiable and
pliant disposition have made me sometimes think
that she was probably led into the match from
the mere wish to gratify him, without feeling what
Cevery woman should, that the man she had
chosen was dear to her beyond any thing earthly.
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The fact of Sarah’s having so recently been attached
fo another has scarcely had a tendency to confirm
this feeling, for it can hardly be called an opinion
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and I tremble for her, because she is a fragile flower
and a few rough winds would would soon blight

her. You ask what I think of Cooney’s messages

and I answer that she is sui generic (Latin for unique) and entirely
beyond the comprehension of any such finite mind as
I possess. The only consternation I can put upon her
conduct is, that she is exceedingly anxious to be
married and cannot make up her mind to resign

her fortune and freedom. | think her chance of
getting another as pliant a subject as the Col. is
rather bad, and that she wil] have to make up in
numbers for their deficiencies in constancy,

I'must not forget to warn you in the beginning that

your new friend Mrs. Breck is very far from being

what she seems, and that she is a dangerous companion.
Sarah Irvine once gave to Elizabeth Mary Pindell and
myself a dancing party. The next day we called upon
Mrs. Breck and she requested me to say to Sarah that
the reason the girls of the town did not go to her party
was, that they had heard that she had said she always
had her entertainments on Wednesday the night of
prayer meeting to prevent the Presbyterians from going.
This request she eamnestly repeated and without
knowing or caring about it either way I mentioned

itto S. when I returned. She Was very much amazed
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and vexed and denied even having said it. Mrs. B.
finding that Sarah was about to give her up shortly
after went over to see about it. Sarah told her what
she had heard and she at once said that I had

made the mischief that it was all false and that
Susan Shelby never bore any other name at home
but mischief maker. You see she showed at once

a meddlesome disposition and an utter disregard for the
truth. If T had supposed for a moment that it

would have the effect it did | should have

said nothing about it but I thought it more a

jest than anything else and was much surprised

to find that S. took the matter so seriously. Mrs. B.
is devoted to those she considers wealthy and her
attentions and professions of friendship are not to

be relied upon. These things I tell you merely to put
You upon your guard for there is no telling when

we are safe with such people.

I was much gratified to in my old friend Rev. R.
Dillard a few days ago and would gladly have
detained him longer but he had been sometime

from home and was anxious to return. He entertained
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us most agreeably with his travels and I was sorry
when he had to leave. We shall shortly have the Judge
and some of the bar with us, indeed we see many
more visitors here than I ever supposed we should.

Brother Alfred has paid us a visit since Father was here
and a cousin of the Col.’s since. His cousin was a
brother of B. O. Peers, whom you all recollect.

Page 4
Top

How much we shall be disappointed if Ellen does not come!
I'never thought of her being in Ky. without my seeing her
for I never dreamed of being married. I am almost tempted
to make another trip for the purpose of visiting her, great
as would be the inconvenience. I fear no stage will be

run this fall and it was to have started several weeks ago.
I'am delighted to hear that Mary Combs has prospect of
being provided for. The poor girls would be left sadly
unprotected should their father be taken from them and
Mary’s house would be a home for them. Tell Evan

I shall not excuse his forgetting me as he is not old

enough quite to have lost his memory. [ shall answer
Isaac’s letter by next mail. Remember me aff, to

Father and the boys. I look forward to seeing some

of my brothers this fall with much pleasure.

I'must close this miserable scrawl with the best
wishes of your aff. Sister
S. Carter

Bottom

Remember me kindly to your Parents and sisters. Tell your
Father to get up his little carriage and bring a party
of you out to see us (in) this delightful weather. We should
be much pleased indeed to see him with his family.
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NOTE: Another letter from Susan Hart Shelby Carter. Not sure what words Evan’s PS held, however, it
appears that the General was not an easy person to work with. Contains recipe for making vinegar.
Dating 1844 10/20

Postmarked: Grayson Ky. 12% (cents?)
Octo 21° (1844)
Addressed to: Mrs. Evan Shelby
Richland
near Lexington K
Single Note: Received Oct. 26 1844

From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter
Wyoming Oct 20, 1844
I'am too busy dear Amanda to write you
a letter but will take time to say that if you wish
to make a barrel of vinegar I have just gotten
a receipt which is simple, cheap and certain.

To 8 gal. water, 1 of whiskey and % gal. yeast.
Place the vessel containing it in a warm place
and in a month or six weeks you have vinegar
which answers for all purposes, instead of
paying the grocers 75cts for their miserable slops.

I have tried many modes but never succeeded
with any but this. I was happy to get

yours of the 15® on yesterday and shall answer
it in full by next mail. You speak of

marriages by wholesale but say nothing

about whom the ladies married, Mrs. Eaton

for instance. One would judge from your letter
that being married and having an establishment
were all you thought of as none of the men

are mentioned. I once heard a man say that

he would not live in Lex. because the men
were nobodies and every thing belonged to the
women, that a stranger would suppose they
were all widows. But quantum sufficit. Tell
Father to write to your aff. sister S.S.C.

Note across this page:

The Democracy have been perfectly over bearing until the

news from Maryland and Ohio. They now seem crest fallen
We are grieved
at the last line
of Evan’s P.S.
for we hoped
to hear better
things. For our
selves our harp
is hung upon
the willows.
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NOTE: Amanda’s oldest niece, Maria Ingels, would be almost 5 and nephew Joseph (called Captain by
Evan) would be three in a few weeks and little niece Eliza about one year. If Amanda is pregnant it was
not for long since she would have to become pregnant with Mary Pindell in Feb. of 45. Political talk of

Henry Clay and cute statement on Polk’s win by little Captain. Dating 1844 11/19

Postmarked: Lexington Nov 28 (1844)

Addressed to: Mrs. James O’Bannon
Paducah Ky.

From: Amanda Shelby

Richland Nov. 19 & 23,1844
My dear Cousin,

Your long looked for letter has just been hand-
ed me, and in order that our correspondence may meet
1o interruption on any part I hasten to answer it. You
have been provokingly long, and do not deserve such a return
for your negligence. As for Cousin Eliza, I never expect to
hear from her again except through you, and that, judging
from the past will be very, very seldom. Now that her long
cherished hope of seeing Clay President, is forever blasted, I
fear she will give utterance to harsh & false surmises concern-
ing we the triumphant party. There are some loyal Whigs
immediately around me (my father-in-law among the num-
ber), who are ready in the repation(?) of their hearts to shoot every
human within their reach. Some have fainted; others sought
refuge in apoplexy; while alas! some few (among that delect-
able class of men called office seekers), will henceforth seek lodg-
ings at the Insane Asylum. In the meanwhile we democrats,
“loco-polkos” (call us what you will!) revel in the belief that our
cause is established & that Whiggery “Coonery(?)” &c. has had
their last struggle. Ere this reaches you, you will have
heard of Polk’s election by a large majority. You know that
the vote in New York decided the question. The first news from
there was favorable to the Whigs but the next brought con-
solation to our hearts. On Monday joy and hope pervaded
their ranks, but in one short day — behold! how fallen!
It is not necessary to tell you that my politics (how foolish
that sounds) remain unchanged. T wish I could be neutral
but I cannot. The two candidates could scarcely have been more
excited for weeks past, than my humble self. Mr, Clay attended
church last Sabbath — and tried to look composed, indifferent etc.
but that expressive countenance would tell the tale. What does
Cousin Eliza propose doing to save her country? But enough on this
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subject. Let Polk flourish and Clay return to his allotted place.
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I am glad you wrote so much at length regarding F anny,

not only for my own sake but for the benefit of my little
guest Maria. She has been with me since Sunday — until
I'read your letter aloud she was Crazy to go to bed, but

after hearing that Cousin O’Bannon was coming to see

her, she could not sleep for an hour. She says “she loves F so
much that she could put her in the fire.” Among the
innumerable messages she sends, is this: “that she’ll be
mighty glad to see Cousin F anny, & she has a heap of play
things up here in Aunt Manny’s room, & that she has

some pretty shells to give her.” She is sitting here by me

like an owl talking of Paducah folks at the rate of ten knots
an hour. The other two children grow more interesting every
day, especially the latter E (Eliza). She has teeth, walks & tries to
talk & is moreover the greatest beauty you ever beheld. I
spent the day at Ma’s Sunday & there met with all

the Ingels’ family. The first thing Captain said, was

“Unka Ebbin Bolk ekted” He wears leather boots that reach to
his knees, & when he came stalking in the tell his piece

of news we all roared out. He is the greatest oddity I ever
saw. Elizabeth is happier than I have known her to be since
her marriage & Boon appears to be well contented.

Pa is in such glorious spirits that he would be almost

willing to give Cousin Kate the piano at all events.

The Hon. W. C. Wickliffe in his last paper informed the public that
men who never opened their purses for aught else, have most

liberally contributed to purchase powder “to sound in Mr. Clay’s ears.
Among the number a man, an extensive iron dealer, of whom he
hoped to hear better things, had given a barrel of powder for the
occasion.” This is the first time | have heard Pa’s generosity attacked,
& I can assure you that it does by no means exalt my opinion of
Whigs in general. He did not approve of their firing the cannons.
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Now that] am a complete country lady do not expect much city
news. It detracts greatly from the interest of a letter to commun-
icate no news or gossip. However I will give you all I can. K.
Curd was married week before last to Charles Bodley, a promising
young man engaged as clerk in a book store. They had a large
wedding and the bride added to the interest of the scene by
fainting. They will live at her mothers. I believe I told you that
Kate Curd (alias Tilford) was living in elegant style & has

become one of the most fashionable women in Lex. but she

not with standing is strangely attired. She must weigh 200 Ibs.
Mrs. Pinchard too, is living in considerable splendour. What

an unexpected match that was! thought that Mrs. Eaton

had firmly concluded to remain Mrs. Eaton. Dr. P. has

pursued a very unpopular cause in writing against the

Medical Faculty. I should imagine it would make her very
unhappy to have his character so assailed in all the papers. Yet the __(blotted out by seal)
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of words had been raged against him long before her mar-

riage. Nov. 23"

I spent the day in town yesterday: stole a march on the good
people of Whitehall and returned a few of my bridal calls.
Although a bride of six months standing, I have not gotten through
with all my visits. I went to see your old friend Emily Hale

& learned from the servant that she was very sick. She has an
infant two weeks old. The Huggins, & Crows I must not

fail to tell you of. Mary & Charles are still enjoying the

sweets of country life, & have it seems declined, visiting their
royal relations in the emerald isle. Sammy, you know is mar-

ried to a Miss Mary McDowell of this country. She is a pretty
looking girl fifteen or sixteen years of age. He has purchased

a farm adjoining Charles, & so the Crows will live in sweet
harmony together. Catherine, Thomas & Tilda should rear them
anest on the same sweet spot. Mrs. H. has been on her dig-

nity with me ever since my marriage. Her only reason I assign for
it is, that Evan would not be bored by Sammy whilst at college
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with him. Before he left Kenyon nearly one half of the students had
ceased to recognize him as an acquaintance. I wish him & his

young wife all the happiness imaginable although the old lady looks so
hard at me. Itis utterly impossible for Evan & myself to accept

your invitation to Paducah or to visit New Orleans. He is not as

you suppose a gentleman of elegant leisure but an industrious

person. He seldom goes to Lex. but on Sunday. I am thankful

Bottom

that he has no hankering after gay company especially young men’s
society. If he was to leave me to seek his own pleasure there would
inevitably be discord in the camp. We have never spent an evening
apart & hope never will. But you must come and see for yourself

if he is not a perfect pattern, & also which makes the best
housekeeper. I do think Aunt Saunders might send me some mes-
sage now & then. Not a word have I heard from her for an

age. But give my best love to her & tell her it makes me

laugh, when I think how often she drove me home when I used to
stop on my way from school. Kate used to take my part, & some nag

Side

or other to make my visit a pretty long one. I wonder if
Cousin Eliza knows that that drawing room, that

front room & sitting room one and all have new

carpets on them & that the aforesaid drawing room

has two new rugs in it — one by the fire place &

another opposite to keep it from being lonesome &
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to cover a kind of a flow on the hall carpet some-
where there abouts. We have another deer too that is in
hourly danger of breaking those bier tables. What’s to be done?

Across the top

“The following is private — I see
by remarks in both your letters
that you want to find out
something about me, myself,
my little body. Such delicate
communications should not
be trusied to a letter, yet to
relieve your apprehension |
will forego my scruples.

My body is not out of repair
nor is there room for im-
provement in my health.

To my great joy 1 am
following the example set

by E. Ingels to her young
friends after her marriage.
All jesting aside I am
grateful that it is so — tho

I find it difficult to

make any one believe me.
Never fear but that I shall

be able to do the honours

of Richland at all times.

I suppose you know what |
refer to when I speak of E’s
example. If you do not
understand me let me know
& Il be more explicit.

Across Bottom

With best love to all believe me
to be yr aff cousin

Amanda Shelby
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NOTE: Susan Hart Shelby Carter gives an unflattering review of Elizabeth Shelby Kinkead and a
disdainful view of Grayson County political leaders, Dating 1844 11/24

Postmarked: Grayson Ky. 12 ¥ (cent?)
Nov. 25t

Addressed to: Mrs. Evan Shelby
Richland
(near) Lexington K

From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter

Wyoming Nov. 24, 1844
My dear Amanda

I'am seated to indite an answer
to your most agreeable and welcome letter by Isaac and
you will have ascertained after reading it that my
materials are few and meager which I hope may be an
apology for my long delay. We enjoyed Ike’s visit
very much indeed although he bore it more like a
martyr than we could have desired. The time flew
swiftly by with me and the hour of parting came before
I'was ready. I can now enter into the feelings of those
exiles who are driven to suicide in consequence of
separation from family. I felt after he had gone
as though I should be sorry to have another visit
from my family least discontent should find
its way into my happy home, than which a greater
evil could not befall me. There are so few of my
relations who have any disposition to come here that
there is no danger of their being detained from it
by this, otherwise I should not express the
sentiment. We have been most anxious indeed
to see Evan and yourself and painful as the
leave taking must always be, shall look
forward to your coming with the greatest
gratification. We feel desirous to hear the result

Page 2

to hear whether Mary Crosby has accepted 1.t, Henry.
If so the young man will have provided well for
himself in a pecuniary point of view, as Kinkead
can testify. How utterly blind can a man become
to the faults of his wife, else would K. long since
have discovered that not with standing his cheap
and comfortable quarters, he had made a bad
bargain. Liz is deceitful, overbearing and entirely
destitute of principle. I never can forget her
treatment of her guileless and unoffending

little sister to say nothing of her conduct
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to other members of her family. All her aim

in life has been to appear stylish and fashionable
and she would spend hundreds on her own
ungainly person while the women and children
on her father’s place were suffering for necessary
clothing. As far as you are concerned I suppose
she loved you as much as she is capable of
loving any one but her dear self, but that

all controlling passion would lead her to
sacrifice the kindest friend on earth if she
supposed she would be beautified by it.

I often wondered that you could enjoy her
society and certainly think you loose nothing

by the non intercourse. I for one shall never
darken her doors when we visit Fayette.

The all absorbing topic politics has at length
died a natural death and the Whigs play

Page 3

pallbearers, grave diggers and mourners etc. The
leader of the Locos here an a singular

set of men. The mouth piece of the party

in the village is a little cabinet maker

who got above his business turned merchant,
failed, turned lawyer and politician and

sued an old maid who scorned his addresses
for assault and battery. She having kicked
him out of her house. And the chief leader

is a murderer and drunkard and a man utterly
incapable of a gentlemanly feeling or action.
The third most prominent personage is one whose
name his own party should blush to mention,
who has set at utter defiance all law human
and Devine and is now standing trial for
perjury, and but for his adherence to the

party would merit the just penalty of

the law. These men are the magistrates and
rulers of our countsy. Their characters are not
over drawn. Wont you come and live among
us? What does Father say to Clay’s defeat?

I should like to hear from him.

Do you often go to see Mrs. Harrison? Do
g0 whenever you are in town and remember
me to her aff. There never was a finer better
being on earth and I hope you will

cultivate her acquaintance. And Mr. H.

is so kind so hospitable and gentlemanly.
Ilove to recall the many delightful

Page 4
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days I have passed under their roof,

So far from envy are they and that mean
spirit of rivalry and ostentation, which
shows itself so much in your fair city
that I feel where with them as though
they were beings of higher spheres. May
the many blessings which new surround
then continue them through life.

My best love to Father and the boys
and believe me ever your aff, Sister

Susan S. Carter
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NOTE: With Susan Hart Shelby Carter’s letter I have included David Irvine Field’s calling card here, as
he appears in this letter telling of Liz Kinkead’s two beaus. Also discipling slave is told. Dating 1844 12/20

Postmarked: GraysonKy. 124 (cents?)
Dec 23 1844
Addressed to: Mrs. Amanda Shelby
Lexington
From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter

Wyoming Dec. 20, 1844
Will my dear Amanda accept my thanks for her delightful
letter by the last mail? 1 intended answering it by return of
post but was prevented from so doing by a visit from
Mrs. Crawford, who by the way is not the Mrs. McKee
of Grayson as you supposed, but the niece of that
lady and altogether a different character. She is
very far indeed from being an accomplished or agreeable
person, but approximates then to rather more than
other women in the village and I see her more
frequently in consequence. She knows many of my
acquaintances and we therefore have more to talk
of than the rest. T sometimes think I'never will go to
visit any of them again after listening for a while to
their conversation, but when I grow weary of sewing
and reading and waiting for the Col. to come | run
over to see them as a du nir resort. | very much fear
that seeing little other society than they I shall
in consequence become as contracted as they in my
feelings and views. Sometimes we have a godsend
in the shape of an agreeable visitor and we make
the most of him as You may suppose. This reminds
me that Mrs. Kinkead’s old bean Cable paid us a
call a short time ago. I was sitting at work in
my room when he walked in, as though he had

Page 2

been spirited from Chestnut Street or Broadway,
dressed in the height of the mode. He passed

the evening and night and told us (as an profound
secret of course) his whole affajr with Mrs. K. _ 3 , )
If he does not grossly misrepresent the matter -k e
she did the whole of the courting even to writing s E
the first letter. He seemed much amazed when I

told him that she was engaged to Field at the he C’ e =
same time and said that previous to hearing this [ SFe il reetalls
he had regretted much that she had not married / '

him but that now he thought he had made d——_____________________\

a most fortunate escape. I scarcely ever heard

of a woman so completely compromising herself as
she did, and should have set down as false

all Cable said, had T not known her to be
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destitute of delicacy and refinement.

We have just had arow with Susana whose
insolence became Insupportable and her Master
was compelled to chastise her. She is the first
of the Richland Servants he has punished and
I'hoped he never would be compelled to do S0,

had and he replied that if she ever gave

him cause again, he should make her think
the one just administered childsplay. I do not
know what effect j will produce, whether
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she will abscond or be subdued or require

farther chastisement. In any event I must endeavor
to make them feel that his authority is supreme

or we had as well owp no slaves. Her two
children who were In town are perfectly worthless
and the boy the most complete devil I ever

Saw on earth. One word to either of them from

us seems to rouse her tiger nature and the most
perfect saint would be compelled to notice her.

If she would take herself out of the state |

rejoice to get rid of her, but should dislike

to sell her from her husband and children,

Will you send me by the next mail the little
of the literary newspaper which you take

at 25cts. pr. an. We must study cheap
literature unti] oyr févenue increases and
then we hope to have a well filled out lib

be much cnjoyment without something

left to be hoped for, It seem to be the

strongest principle in oyr hature and character-
istic of all things earthly that change cannot
satisfy the cravings of our hearts, Do not
understand me that | am discontented, Far from it
Although I look forward with some please to
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night — write kindest — love for all the dwellers at
Richland, yr. AfY. Sister

Susan
Side:

If news be had from your house
Evan will be ag much teased shortly
by his acquaintances as the Col.

has been. | hope he may have it

a little better. Mrs, Crawford is
always poking for little fat a5
possibility into my face and asking
how the children ____ at home.
(word blocked by sealing wax)

Across side of this- Tell Ellen I wil write shortly.

Note: included D, Irvine Field’s calling card
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NOTE: Susan Hart Shelby Carter’s next letter she writes of her struggles with Christianity. Her brother
James(Jim) is at Richland. Dating 1845 1/13

Postmarked: Grayson Ky. 12 % (cents?)
Jan 20" 1845

Addressed to Mrs. Amanda Shelby
Richland (near) Lexington
K

From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter

Wyoming Jany 13, 1845
My dear Amanda

Rather than forfeit the pleasure
of receiving your delightful letters I shall again inflict
upon you one of my ineffably stupid ones. We have
had what the villagers esteem a merry Christmas, that
is Mrs. Carter gave a ball, Mrs. Crawford another and
two giving men who pretend to be lawyers a third.
Mrs. Crawford has one room and a loft to her house, so
cleaned out a law office where the dancing went on
and her supper was set in her chamber which answers
all the purposes of dining room, parlor &c &c. She came
out of breath the morning of the party to ask me to make
her pastry, and said she had been up three hours before
day making preparations. I made the puddings &c,
and when they were done went over with Charlotte Ann
who took them home. I found her mother in their little
smoky kitchen, baking cake & such cake you never saw,
the breakfast table in the floor. Jany 20. Thus far had
written my dear Amanda when the lady who was the subject
of gossip made her appearance with her little responsibility in
her arms and put a stop to my letter which was to have gone
by last Monday’s mail. We have to day heard of Frank
Combs’ death and also of our young friend Thomas Hood,
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who has lived with us ever since I came to Carter and

I will forbear any further gossip. Hood left here in Nov.
for the South. He had been devoted to his books for
several months and I frequently told him he was taxing
his strength beyond what he could bear and that the
attainments of Coke himself could never compensate
for the sacrifices; he was ambitious however and his
life is the cost. Poor fellow! He was little prepared for
that unknown country to which he has gone, unless

he underwent a great change when death came on.
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I suppose Frank was if possible a little ready as he

and they are two of the many instances of the young
tho, thoughtless and hopeful being suddenly calied

to render an account for the deeds done in the body.
And yet these warnings have no effect for we all hope
that we shall live to a green old age and have time

to make preparation for eternity when the things of
time shall no longer afford us pleasure; that is if we
reflect at all which I think is not the case with many.
For myself I have little excuse to offer save that of
having imbibed in early life some doubts which in
mature years have still lingered round me. The subject
of deep interest to me and I have sought in vain

to make up my mind with regard to it. Could I say
with sincerity and truth that I believe the Christian
religion I should hold myself most guilty in not acting
up to its principles, but I have formed such conceptions
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of Deity as an incompatible with its doctrines. How
could a being omniscient and merciful create mortals
for punishment? We must divest him of mercy

or fore knowledge if we believe it. To say that

his designs were frustrated sounds like blasphemy
because fore knowing as he did anything that

would occur of course he could have made man
incapable of serving. He fore knew that Adam
would fall and had he not designed it thus

could have had it otherwise and as Adam’s transgressions
caused all his descendants to be sinners I cannot

see why we should be answerable, for it seems

to have been the plan from the beginning. The
Divine origin of Christ is another subject far

far beyond my humble capacity to comprehend

and the Trinity still more difficult. I shall

not however weary you with these my doubts

I'have listened to the discussion of those subjects

by the most learned and able Divines of almost
every sect and either from my own stupidity

or the inexplicability of them have never been

in the slightest degree satisfied. I suppose I

shall go on in this unsettled state until Death

stares me in the face and then make a hurried
preparation. But oh! should my waning be too short,
should the King of Terrors hurry me away

before even that could be done, who will answer

for my doom? If I have sinned

in not believing I have sinned ignorantly
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and shall be punished for ignorance any more
than the heathen?

This is a conclusion which the beginning would not
have warranted you to expect and you are no doubt
tired enough. When shall we hear from you? 1
wrote Father New Year’s day and found the letter
the other day at Crawford’s house in staid of its being
sent to the office. I shall write him shortly
and Isaac too. Remember me to them as also James
and Evan, with the kindest affection and for your
seif my dear sister accept the best wishes of

Yr. S. S. Carter

Bottom

P.S. The Col. had a letter from Fayette of Jany 1 requesting
information for some men who wished to purchase his salt
works but I suppose he was frightened by the prices

which he asked, being $15,000. I suppose he had heard
that the sum was only $5,000.
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She speaks of the home of Gen. Leslie Combs, called Babel, which stood 4‘%?

From Jim Birchfield:

at the site of the later Lafayette Hotel. It was a cubic house, I
suppose Greek Revival, and it interests me that she saw it as an
architectural benchmark. Gen. Combs was president of the railroad, so
I would guess that he and Joseph Bruen might have been on good terms.

Franklin Combs was the son of General Leslie Combs, one of the most prominent men of
the early nineteenth century, having served with distinction in the War of 1812 and the
Indian Wars. The Observer and Reporter, published in Lexington, on January 15, 1845
says the ill feeling between O'Blennis and Combs originated over a piece of land lying
between their Louisiana plantations, which O'Blennis desired and which Combs
purchased. O'Blennis in revenge had committed repeated depredations upon Combs'
property, for which Combs was suing him at the time of his death. It (the newspaper)
prints the following letter from Judge J.W. Black, headed Point Coupee, La., January 1,
1845:

Gen. Leslie Combs:

It is with sincere pain that I have to inform you of the death of your son, Frank Combs.
He was killed by a Mr. O'Blennis on yesterday and the only person present was a young
man by the name of Johnston. His statement is that he and Mr. Combs were riding home,
having been below. O'Blennis came riding past them at full speed, after they had passed
O'Blennis house. After passing them some 20 yards, O'Blennis jumped from his horse,
having a double barrel shotgun in his hand, and immediately fired both barrels. Frank
Combs fell dead. O'Blennis absconded immediately.

The Observer and Reporter for Wednesday, January 22, publishes an account of George
O'Blennis' attempt to bribe the watchman to free him. He was at the time confined in the
Baronne Street Prison in New Orleans. The same paper for Wednesday, February 26
describes the burial of Franklin Combs, which took place on the 22nd of the month. It
was a military funeral. A charge of artillery was fired over the grave, the Lexington
Artillery under Capt. W.B. Bradford and the Lexington Light Infantry under Capt. J.
Happy attending.

Combs, Franklin Old Episcopal Third Stree...
b. Nov. 17, 1824 d. Dec. 30, 1844 Lexington
Fayette County
Kentucky, USA

Combs, Margaret Old Episcopal Third Stree...

® 190 & V44 [ ”Fw.l Q’vi\.,l
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NOTE: Of most importance, Susan Hart Shelby Carter names before her birth, Mary Pindell (after her
mother). Also mentioned is Betty Johnson who would be Bettic Johnson Adams. She was one of
Amanda’s bridesmaids and married David T. Adams in October of 1844. She went on to have three
children but meet with an unexpected death in November of 1850. There was a Duck River Steam
Navigation Company; Ninon de Lenclos was a 17th-century aristocrat and Parisian belle famous for her wit
and beauty. Someone practiced writing Evan’s name, as it is unlike Amanda’s fine hand. Dating 1845 3/3

Postmarked Grayson Ky. Double 25 (cents?)
March 3™ 1845 Not so (written in different pen)

Addressed to: Mrs. Amanda Shelby
Richland (near)
Lexington K.

Note: Private and confidential written above her name

From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter (She names Mary Pindell!)

Wyoming March 5, 1845
My dear Amanda

Another letter from your charming person
has just reached me. Also one from Father at Cin. and one
from Evan. I shall not repeat the expression of my thanks
for you and this kind remembrance of me. After procrastina-
ting an answer to Isaac’s letter until I should feel more
free from my old affection of the head, I wrote by last
weeks mail a foolscap sheet as full as it could hold,
and why he did not receive it, is more than I can imagine
unless the Postmaster detained it on account of being mad
with the Col. He is a low creature and capable of almost
any means of meanness. In relation to his (Ike’s) affair with
Miss Baker I feel most anxious for its consummation,
persuaded as I am that his happiness depends upon his
union with such a woman as she is represented to be.

I see no obstacle if she be willing. Tutors, guardians,
&c. cannot control her actions unless her Father will give
them power. I never had a hand in making any match
but my own, but really I should if I were in the

white settlement be strongly tempted to aid the matter

if I thought I could — not that I desire her fortune in

the family, for it is far from being an indispensable ingredient
in happiness, but Isaac has reached an age when every
man should be married who intends to be, and I should
be so delighted to see him settled. But as time will have
to develop these things we must await his tardy footsteps.
I am sorry to hear that Mary Combs is not to be married
to Tom Redd. I was gratified when I heard that she

had made so prudent a choice. He has, it is true, but
little interest about him, but I know that he was one

of the best husbands who ever lived, and believe that

he would make any reasonable woman happy. The
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girls would be most destitute should their Father die, before
they are provided for, and Mary’s house would afford
them a home if she married as good a man as he is.

Page 2

I regret to learn that Betty Johnson is unhappily situated.
She pleased me more than any of the young girls in Lex.
if I except yourself. If the countenance and manners

are any index of the character she surely was a lovely
woman. [ had hoped that Mrs. Kinkead had given

out the idea of making Cosby marry her husband’s
brother. If she has set her heart upon it, it will have

to be, for ever since her Father told her that she was
“born to command”, she has played the tyrant as
completely as he about whom the same observation has
been so often made. Do you think Cosby has more
independence than formerly — I hope she has.

I had two hearty laughs at different parts of your letter. In
the first place the secret which you promise if I will answer
you soon and in the next Father and Cooney carrying on like
a boy and a girl of 15 and 20. I think the Genl’s fame will
go down to posterity like Ninon of Parisian memory. And
the old thing really complained that he would not look at
her in church did she? Now that the matter is settled and
there is no probability of its ever being a match, and now
too that I feel that Father has the best of the bargain,

I can laugh about it. Heretofore I have been too mad

with her whenever I thought about it but now I feel that

I and mine have triumphed over her completely and if
there is any feeling beside contempt it is one of compassion
for her weakness and vanity. This the Genl. must not see.

I have guessed your secret and congratulate you most
cordially. The Col. says he did hope you would keep

me in countenance, but like the rest of the women

you will leave me in the rear. I shall commence as

soon as I get materials to prepare for so desirable an

event, and shall forward the results as soon as possible.

For myselfI see no prospect nor have I even thought

there was any, of our old age being charmed by the

bright smiles and merry voices of children, but I

do not allow myself to repine at this as many woman

do, forI feel that there are so many blessings around

Page 3

us that I should be most ungrateful to dwell

only upon those which are denied us. I have never
doubted that good and obedient children were a

source of the greatest pleasure to their parents, but how
many father’s and mother’s hearts are made to ache by
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those who are thankless? Driving the matter in this way
and never allowing myself to grieve about it I am
much happier than those are generally who have the
same cause for regret. No doubt you feel as most
young married folks do that you will be supremely
blest should you have children and I pray that

they may prove a blessing to you. I shall be delighted
when I visit Richland to see a fair son or

daughter and hear you called Mama. Iam

as fond of children as any one in the world and

often go to our neighbor Crawford’s for nothing

else but to play with her sweet, fat good natured
baby, never feeling the slightest envy that I have
none of my own. How much dearer to me will

be the child of my brother, whom I have nursed

and fondled when a child himself. If a son

you may name him, if a daughter I claim the
privilege. Our dear Mother has had no granddaughter
named for her unless Richard’s last child was,

which I do not remember, and I shall never hear

of any other name but Mary Pindell Shelby.

If our Mother were living and you had lost yours

I should insist upon giving her name, but under

the circumstances I know you will agree with me,

at any rate I shall never call your first daughter

any thing else. You asked why I never talk of going to
see you all this summer. I have fixed no time and

do not know that I shall go at all, but should

it be in my power to do so, rest assured that you

will see our fat faces without doubt. IfIke is

married nothing will hold me here.

Have you commenced your garden yet? My peas
Page 4
Top

have sprouted a week ago and would have been
up if the weather had been a little warmer.

I have cabbage lettuce and radishes quite

large. The first stroke of the spade in my
garden set all the village women to bustling
about theirs. The village over looks us and they
generally know every thing that happens in our
family by observation and by questioning the
servants. Fielding was married the other night
to one of Ward’s women and caused as much
excitement as if some white person had been.
Like Chris he has a wife with half a dozen children
and some years older than himself.
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Bottom

Remember me aff. to all our friends. I should be most

happy to see them. Tell M. Harrison I shall write her

soon. How often I think of her, Mr. H and their sweet family
and wish I were there. Tell Mr. H. if times get much harder

I shall depend upon him and you the only Sokys in the family
to get us an office from the Duck river automatons(?).

I will write Father next week. Kiss Evan for me, remember
me to Isaac & James and rest-assured of the unceasing
affection of your sister S. S. C.
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NOTE: Lots of crisscross writing. Little Douglas is Sutherland Douglas Smith, born 8/11/1842. He lived
until April of 1915 and is buried by his father, Bishop B. B. Smith. He was joined by a brother in 1846,
Benjamin Bosworth Smith who was called “Bossy/Bossie” who is also buried by his father. He died at the
age of 17 on Jan 6, 1863. I wonder if near death illness mentioned here, when he was 3-1/2 years old
affected him? While he lived to be 75 — can find no record of what he did and he is buried alone by
father... Note at end of letter: Received April 1% 1845. Dating 1845 3/25

Postmarked Louisville KY Mar. 30 10 (cents?)

Addressed to: Evan Shelby, Esq.
For Mrs. A. Shelby
Lexington
Kentucky

From: Lizzie Smith
Kalorama March 25 (1845)

This is the first time for more than two weeks
my dear Amanda that I have had either time or inclination
to answer your welcome letter received the first of this
month. During this time we have been watching with most
painful anxiety around what all considered the dying
bed of dear little Douglas. Just a week ago last night we
were all aroused from sleep to see the little sufferer expire,
but God has graciously spared him in answer to our many
prayers and now he is recovering quite as rapidly as we
could expect. It seems now as if I had just awakened
from an anxious dream to the perception of living &
moving objects around me and I to the consciousness that
I am almost worn out with watching and anxiety — so if
my letter is even more dull and uninteresting than usual impute
the fault rather to my aching head than to my ever
faithful heart.

I do not know of anything that would so entirely
satisfy my heart as a visit to your own dear self in your
new home. I can imagine the delightful hours of pleasant ‘talk’
we might enjoy together — the recalling of the past — the living
together, the present with glimpses of the untried future,
but I do'not dare indulge myself often in building these
airy castles for their foundations are indeed unstable and
I can not by any means promise their realization — However I
do not give up the hope that one of these days (that comprehensive

Page 2

phrase) I may accomplish the deserved object. Father does
not go up in May. I think, he will have then just returned
from his southern visitation which has been delayed some
weeks by Douglas’ illness. We have just bid him good-bye
this morning for an absence of four weeks. Sam is with
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us now for a short time. I shall read him some parts of

your letters as he always remembers you with much

interest and was delighted that I had heard from you

once more. He is growing more of a man every week, in
feeling more than statue and is desirous to go East for

his last year in College. Shelby College is now doing better
than it ever has, but still it is but in its infancy and

destitute of such of those literary attractions which time

alone can give such institutions. I scarcely think it possible
that he will gain Father’s consent as the College is now his
hobby and he could not very well recommend it to others if
his own son were educated elsewhere. I cannot realize that
Joe has attained the age and statue of a man. He is

busy I suppose at the Foundry. Oh, how well I remember that
street, the bridge and the White House on the hill! I wonder if
the picture will ever be less vivid than it now is?

How have you enjoyed this Lenten season? I hope you have been
more within its influence than we have. Although there

have been services every morning & evening in the two churches
during Passion week we were unable to attend even on

Good Friday. It has however been a season of much interest

and profit in Louisville immediately following (as it has done)
the confirmations — The two churches are desirably suited

with pastors, each exactly fitted for his respective sphere.

Page 3

(Amanda how can I write with all this jabbering & laughing
around me?) Mr. Gallagher — our pastor has already gained the hearts
of his people and seems just the man to fill the void left

by our beloved Mr. Jackson. He is a much younger man

and perhaps not quite such a popular preacher, but

he grows upon one and you can never hear him with

out profit to yourself. His wife is a sweet little woman

with most engaging manners and interesting appearance.

She is as actively engaged in the parish as the care of

two young children will allow her to be — less course we could
not look for a second Mrs. Jackson. 1 believe there is not
another such in the whole world, but we are quite

satisfied & delighted. Mother received a letter from Mrs. J.

a week or two ago. She speaks of a visit to England

to remain a year or two with her brother in law there.

I hope she may go. I think it would be both pleasant

& beneficial to her. Her heart is still and ever will be

in Louisville amid the scenes of her husband’s labours &
death.

How I wish your people would wake up to see the necessity

of a new church in dear old Lexington. I heartily desire

that the organ, if they procure one, may prove too large

or too handsome for the old — well remembered building — per-
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haps it may break down the gallery, without doing any one

any damage — so be it — Do you still occupy your Mother’s pew?
Do you remember seeing a Mr. Townsend some month or two
ago — he was begging for the church in Bowling Green? He
spoke of you with much admiration. I think he saw you

in town. How I almost loved him for his taste & discriminations!

Page 4
Top

Wm. Cornwall attends Christ church and is superintendent of

their Sunday school, thus we see liitle of him and he seems to be
doing much good and will be pleased with L(ouisville?). Mary has never
been out to see us but once. I hope when the weather is more
inviting we may see more of her & she spoke of an expected

visit from Ann Lacy Harper in the spring. How does Mrs. Eaton
manage all those children? I do not envy her. I’m sure.

Louisa is over every day and her health is now better. She

has just received a visit from Sue, a days visit only but

enough to allow us all a glimpse of her and her sweet babe.

She was looking quite as young and pretty as when a school girl with

Botiom

the same affectionate disposition and sunny temper. She inquired
after you and was delighted to hear of your ‘enilfase’(?).

She is anxious we should pay her a visit in May which I

should live to do next to seeing you. I don’t agree with you

at all in your idea that the married people are too settle down

so entirely and quietly. If a husband cannot be left for a week

or two for the sake of our older friends defend me from

the encumbrance! How I should like to see you in your new
character of ‘submissive wife’! I am eligibly acquainted with

Side: middle and right

the manners of whom you spoke. One of the daughters was
with us for a time & grace naturall stupid gen’l — Her
the oldest sister is a dashing hoyden - says and does pretty much
what she chooses, but never the less is admired by some.
I don’t know anything of the male part of the family —
therefore cannot judge how Missy(?) is doing. What kind of a
girl is she? The
girls in Louisville are
marrying off very fast.
Many of our dear scholars
having become wives
this last winter —
Ellen Gwathmey is
still single — and
seems likely to be.
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Left side

room and literally
stare up a bench
full of gentlemen
to afford them a
seat. Ilaughed very
heartily at one of
my acquaintances
who most deliber-
atly returned the
stare and kept

his seat.

Sally is anxious of

making good the place

of Miss Conrad who

is now ‘hors du comstat’(?)
being married

and in miserable

health —

Mary Payne one of

her scholars has recently
married a brother of
your guard one named
Frank Johnson. He

is a handsome fellow.

I wish L. Johnson much
joy of her rich husband
and five children.

How can one so young
bow to “filthy lucre(?)”
as she is doing?

She talks too much
and too much at
random. She is now
absent — The Ward’s
are the belles “par
excellence’ of L(ouisville)
They are really
beautiful girls — but
their manners are
quite shocking to
those who have

the old fashioned
ideas of female
propriety. I saw
them at Ole Bull’s
concert walk to the
upper cut of the
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Across first page:

I begin to think my idea of love & marriage are quite the old fashioned for
the present day. One of these days I may find out that I

must do as other people do (come of theirs I mean) marry

for an establishment or rather a home.

I have been glancing back per the scrawl and am
really and truly ashamed to send it to you who are always
so exemplary in yours, the neatness and lady-likeness of your epistles
Pray pass it over in me — you know not to how many interruptions
I have been subjected since I commenced this and how utterly my
ideas and words have degenerated from want of use. However, I know
that this meets with no eyes but yours and you are still to my heart & imagination
the Amanda Bruen of former days. It almost provokes me to see Shelby
appended to your name, be still to me in your letters simply
Amanda, and don’t be angry with my folly — Remember me, to all
give love — your husband first of all and believe me ever yours

Lizzie
Now you are going to be good I know and answer this right away —

I have had such a good excuse for me dilatoriness. I wish
Busy would write to me sometimes —
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NOTE: As Joseph Bruen died in 1848, this Wednesday would have to be April 30, 1845 according to the
calendar. Aunt Sally would be Sarah White’s grandmother and Evan’s Aunt, Sarah (Sally/Sallic)
McDowell. Her daughter, Susannah Hart McDowell Irvine’s daughter Sarah married Addison White.
Susannah Hart McDowell Irvine was the daughter of Ephraim and Sarah (Sally/Sallie) Shelby McDowell.
Sarah White’s father would be David Irvine. Talking of sharing flower cuttings. Dating 1845 4/30

No envelope or address
Addressed to: Mrs. S. White
From: Amanda Bruen Shelby

My dear Sarah,

Your father tells me that
you are going immediately on to Rich-
mond after leaving Lexington. Now
this I cannot consent to; & I write
purposely to invite you in due form to
pay me a visit. Not a formal one
however, but long & social. I wish to
have a long chat with you on impor-
tant matters — You no doubt thought
it strange that I did not fulfill my
promise of sending you a box of flow-
ers, slips &c. 1 would have done so, but
my mother told me it would not stir-
vive to cut the plants at that time.
If you will send to Ma’s she will
give them to you with pleasure. 1 will
see her today & tell her, in order that
she may have them ready. Do not
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hesitate, for it will be a relief to my
mind. I felt very badly that you did
not get them last winter. Please write
me a few lines by Father this evening
that I may know when to expect

you. Best love to Aunt Sally; say

to her that I hope to see her at
Richland before she returns.

Aff yrs A. Shelby
Wednesday, April 30
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NOTE: Susan Shelby Fishback’s fourth husband is dying , Dr. Fishback was buried in June of 1845.This
is her forth husband to die. She once said she had married four good men. She adopted her brothers child
who died with her second husband of yellow fever at the age of 16. Henry and Lucretia Hart Clay had
eleven children and lost all their daughters when they were young. In fact, of the eleven children, only four
sons lived longer than their father. Lucretia’s father was Col. Thomas Hart a correspondent of Gov. Isaac
Shelby. Her sister Eliza married Dr. Richard Pindell and their daughter Mary (Polly) Pindell was Susan
Hart Shelby Carter’s mother, Mrs. James Shelby. Dating 1845 5/5

Postmarked: Grayson Ky. 12 % (cents?)
May 5% (1845)

Addressed to: Mrs. Amanda Shelby

Lexington
K

From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter
Wyoming May 5, 1845

No, my dear Sister, nothing in your letter gave rise to my
silence, for it proceeded alone from the want of something

to write. Sorry indeed should I be to loose so delightful

a correspondent and you may just attribute my tardiness
whenever it occurs to (be) from want of materials for a letter,
and continue as usual to write to your isolated sister.

There are many things in yours of yesterday which astonish

and some which distress me. I sincerely feel for Aunt Susan (Shelby Fishback)
who seems to have been marked by affliction ever since

her early life. Lonely and desolate must a widow be and

I pray that such a lot may never be our fate. How wisely

has the future been hidden from mortal kin and how

wretched would we be to learn that as many trials as she

has endured were to fall upon us. I suppose from your

letter that she has in this buried her fourth husband.

We who are blest with kind affectionate ones, can sym-

pathize with her in her sorrow. But I look upon Aunt (Lucretia Hart)
Clay as far far more unfortunate than she for she has a

double living grief forever praying upon her heart and no
sympathy of friends, no kinship of relations, can afford

a balm for her, nothing can sustain her but the hand

which sent her afflictions. She believes in the wisdom

and justice of the Almighty, she is an humble Christian

and looks to no source but that for consolation, and may

she find it a never failing support in the remnant of days

which remain for her. What are Uncle (Henry) Clay’s reflections
I am unable to say. The tree has born none of the fruit

of faith and where he turns in his hour of need is a secret

of his own heart. Every family affliction which we can
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imagine almost has fallen upon him; for years spent in the

service of his country he has had little else, than rivaling,

slander and disappointment and as the shadow of the evening

of life are gathering around him they seem to thicken and increase.
I must believe that no earthly power can afford a solace.
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I suppose you have heard of the accident which has befallen
the candidate in the ninth congressional district. The Whigs
in this region are in despair for they thought their cause
seems only in the hands of Chilton Allen. The Democrats
it appears are called to mourn almost as great a disaster

to their chosen champion. Judge French is said to be

under treatment for cancer of the face. Should he run

the race however the other party will stand no chance.

In case his health should not admit of it. Throope

of Fleming will be next choice and it is supposed will

have little hope of success. This is for Father as I presume
you care little for news on this subject.

You ask my advice about coming to see me. You are

the best judge as to whether you ought or not —all 1

can say is, that I should be more rejoiced to see you

than any woman in the world and you can decide

between leaving your darling for a little while, and
conferring so much pleasure upon your darling Sister.
Father & Ellen of course I shall expect and be sadly
disappointed if they do not come. Could not you bring
Mary Eliza Harrison. She is a great favorite of ours and

I think they might leave her home for some months. How
does John look? I should like to see him. An old man
named Wamock(?) came here last Saturday from Lexington
and says Fayette Shelby intends visiting us very shortly,
but young men are so uncertain in their movements that

I scarcely look for him. Old W. was formerly manager
on Wickliffes farm and was giving us an account of

his stewardship. He says Margaretta once abused him

in the most intemperate manner for a difficulty he had
with a negro man on the place, calling him riffian

and scoundrel. He told her that as she considered herself
a lady he was surprised she would put herself in the
power of a riffian & scoundrel, at which moment old Duke
put his head in the kitchen with an idiotic grin on his

face and passed on without speaking for as Warrock

says he was afraid of a club which he held in his hand

Page3

and with which he intended beating him in the severest
manner if he had said an insolent word. The old Duke
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proclaimed at Owingsville in his last speech that

the Federalists had led him blindfolded for forty years

and that his eyes had been lately opened. A miracle could
scarcely cause the scales to fall from eyes so willfully
blinded as his have been by prejudice, avarice and incauti-
ousness. Ihope I shall not be reduced to the necessity of
offending my husband or entertaining the ‘old man
venomous’ in my house.

We expect Judge White to stay with us during the time
of the Circuit Court which commences its session on
this day week. The Col. is pretty well. I (am) slightly
acquainted with him. He is said to be polished and
gentlemanly and it is always a treat to us to entertain
such men as we seldom have the pleasure.

How is your garden? Mine looks very well for I did

not allow it to get any during the day weather, but

spent all my time watering it. My peas sown the 20

Feb. an just in bloom. Strawberries very abundant

and just turning, plenty onions, lettuce, radishes, &c. &c.
The little servants are at work there now and I must

go and show them.

To all my relations and friends my kind remembrances
and believe me dear Amanda your aff. sister

Susan S. Carter
The Col. goes to Lawrence Court tomorrow & I wish

you were here with me. How we would talk
over the times past and to come
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NOTE: This is a calling card reply to and invitation from Elizabeth (Bettie) Johnson Adams (Mrs.
David T.) to Amanda Bruen Shelby and I am guessing at the date of 1845 ?/?.

Dear Amanda We regret it

very much that a previous engage-

ment will prevent our accepting

your polite invitation for tomorrow

evening. We will come one day soon.

Give my compliments to Mr. Shelby Yours
Bettie
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NOTE: Miss Mary Cosby Shelby, daughter of Thomas Hart Shelby, brother of James — was born in
about 1826 (making her Evan Shelby’s first cousin — Evan and Amanda were born in 1824 and were
surely childhood and school friends. She corresponded with Amanda mostly from Covington, Ky on the
Ohio River just East of Cincinnati while visiting her sister, Elizabeth “Liz”/“Bibby” Fontaine Shelby
married to William Bury Kinkead Mary died less than three months after she was married in 1856 to
George Shanklin at the age of about 30. Mary Cosby’s brother Thomas Hart Shelby, Jr. (sometimes
called Tommy) married his second wife, Florence McDowell, in 1856 & had a son and then a daughter
born in Fayette County at “Belle Air”, April 25, 1859 that he named Mary Cosby Shelby (there were
other children to follow). This younger Mary C. Shelby corresponded with Mary Pindell Shelby Stallcup.
She never married and died 1/18/1943 in Kentucky.

I have not been able to find out anything about Mrs. Edwards and Georgia Edwards nor of Susan (Sue)
Lees or the Smedes. There seems to be a lot of New Jersey-New York-Lexington ties...Amanda & Evan

had just been married a year when this was written and she is now 3 months pregnant but Mary does not
know that yet.

Boyd’s City Express Post, later known as Boyd’s City Dispatch and finally as Boyd’s Dispatch (a private
enterprise) was arguably the most important and successful of the U.S. local posts from 1844-1887 in
Manhattan.

Postmarked: New York 22(cents?) Boyd City
May 17 May 17 90 C or 20C
Express Post
Addressed to: Mrs. Evan Shelby
Lexington
Kentucky

From: Mary Cosby Shelby
New York May 16™, 1845

My Dear Amanda

Now that I have a leisure hour I am
determined to fulfill the promise I made you. But amid the
noise and confusion of Broadway, and the constant interruptions
I have had, I have found it a difficult matter to write
home as often as duty and inclination prompted me.

There was so much to be seen and I have had so much shop-
ping to do, that as yet I have not had an hour that I
could really call my own. So far my trip has been delight-
ful. I could not have wished it more so. When we first got
here we stayed for a few days at the American Hotel,
but Susan Lees persuaded us to go to the New York Hotel
where she boards, and I find it much pleasanter. We have
three rooms, Father and Tommy occupy one, my room opens
into theirs, and adjoining is our parlour. And just
opposite to us is Sue’s room. We are together all the time.
She was so glad to see me, her health is better than it
has been since she married. 1see Mrs. Edwards and
Georgia almost every day. Georgia has improved very much
since she left Lexington. She is one of the finest girls
I ever knew. Some persons here think her beautiful.
She is considered one of the finest singers in the city.
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Sue and myself spent an evening with her, and she

sang some beautiful songs for us. I never saw a mother
more devoted to a daughter than Mrs. Edwards is to her,
She thinks she is perfection. But she has good reason to be
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proud of her, for she is an elegant accomplished girl. I find

it is pleasant having some acquaintances in the city, partic-
ularly when they are as agreeable as Sue and Georgia.

Sue is the same sweet creature she ever was and is one of

the most devoted wives I ever saw. Like your self she takes
the greatest pleasure is sewing for her husband, and the

other day she made him a pair of pantaloons, which I

thought a wonderful achievement when we were interrupted
every few minutes. We do not dine until the fashionable

hour of five, then there are many different courses it is

half after six before we leave the table. At twelve we have
lunch, which I enjoy more than any meal we have. The
dinners are elegant, but I do not enjoy them very much because
it is too late in the evening to make a very hearty meal.

I often think of you then, and wish you had some of the good
things I have so often heard you speak of, for instance fine
fish, lobster, oysters & etc. Sue and I have a great deal of fun at
the table sometimes. There are several very amusing persons
at the hotel. If you were here, how much we would laugh.

Sue is sitting by my side writing a long letter to Anna
Castlemen that was. I presume you were at her wedding.

Did you think of me? You recollect we made an engagement
to go together if it had taken place before we left. You must
give me a full account of it when you write. Enter into
particulars, both for mine and Sue’s benefit. You know they
are very devoted friends. About every other day Sue and I

go out on a shopping expedition, which takes up all the
morning. Not that I buy so much, but just in looking at things.
I must give you some account of a delightful occasion we had
the other day to Blackwell’s Island. Mrs. Edwards, Georgia, Susan
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Lees, Mrs. Scott, Miss Mitchell, Mr. Bunnell, Father, Thomas and myself
composed the party. We were all Kentuckians with the exception of
two. It is three miles from the city, and we went in a row

boat just large enough for us, and five men who rowed

it. At first I was a good deal frightened, but the rest of

our party were so confident there was no danger, and

made them selves so agreeable my fears soon subsided.

Our object was to visit the lunatic asylum, which is the

largest in the Union. We were gone four or five hours and

had a most delightful jaunt. T have seen a great deal

since we have been in the city, though there are a great

many places of interest that I have not been to.
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Georgia Edwards asked me a great deal about you.
she says, soon after they left Lexington she wrote to you
but presumes you never received her letter, she thinks she
will write to you again. They intend going to Pennsylvania
in a few weeks to spend the summer, and next winter
they will be in Washington with Gen. McCalla’s family.
Georgia says she still looks on Lexington as her home though
it will be many years before she expects to be there again.

The polka is all the rage now, and Georgia has been ta-
king lessons. Sue and I went one morning to see her
dance it. There is the same impropriety in a gentleman
and lady dancing it that there is in waltzing, and |
have no fancy whatever for it. I have not told you any
thing of my visit to Philadelphia. I never spent four or
five days more pleasantly. I stayed at Ms. Tevis’. They showed
me every attention. But they had no “rasp berries or whortle
berries” you know what I mean. I was delighted with the
whole family. Isaw an old acquaintance of yours, Mr. Alfred
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Collins. He inquired particularly for you, and said he heard
you were no longer Miss Bruen. His wife is a very sweet
woman, a sister of Mrs. Tevis. I saw Lizzie Irvine twice. She
has improved very much and is delighted with her school.

I have seen Mary Smedes but once. She looks much better
than she did when you saw her. Both she and her mother
made numerous inquiries for you.

I have several messages for you from Sue who is sitting by my
side. She says tell Amanda I am surprised she is not a mother
and still more that there is no prospect of it. But she sym-
pathizes with you in all your anxieties and says hope on, and

do not despair. These are her words verbatim. You must excuse
this miserable scrawl. I dislike to send a letter written so badly
and if it was not to an intimate friend I should certainly

write it over.

Across the first page

If you do not answer my letter I do not think I can possibly forgive you.
We will leave here next Thursday for New Haven. When you answer my letter direct
it to New York so I will be sure to receive it when we return which will be about
the last of June or the first of July. I have so many things to tell you
but will reserve them till we meet. There is so much that is interesting to talk
about that sounds too ridiculous to be written. Give my love to Evan. Sue wishes
best blessings attend you. Yours ever
Mary Cosby Shelby
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NOTE: Georgia Combs has had a calamity, “pending marriage to an unprincipled man”. Lucy (Webb?)
is the one involved with Dick Pindell who is the grandson of Dr. Richard Pmdell His w1fe is Anna
Monroe Pindell. I can not locate first names for the Allens.

Postmark: Gra glson Ky. 12 % (cents?)
June 2™ 1845 Private

Received June 6™ 1845.
Addressed to: Mrs. Amanda Shelby
Richland
Lexington
K

From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter
Wyoming June 1, 1845

I was absent my dear Amanda when your last letter arrived
and returned too late to answer it by return of mail which I
should have done to express some of the grief and astonishment
which filled me upon reading it. At the calamity which has
befallen the Combs family I am indeed grieved. Ilove
their mother, have had many kindnesses at her hands &
what ever of evil may come upon her children, so dearly
loved by her, must be distressing to me, and can any
misfortune equal that which has just occurred? If so

I know not of it. Poor Georgia! My heart aches for her. 1
still hope however that the matter may be cleared up &

she reinstated in her former standing in society. How
differently would she have acted with the guidance &
direction of her mother calculated as she was for the

raising her family. As for Dick Pindell and his flame

their conduct is no cause of surprise or sorrow, the attainment
of his end always justified the means. For one of the parties
alone do I feel any sympathy. Ihave always been

attached to Anna and thought incapable of any thing

mean or imprudent. She has reason to deplore her

marriage for she has lost that pearl above all price,

her husband’s affection, which must ever under the

married state one of unspeakable wretchedness. It is

to be hoped that his conduct to her will place him

where he so long deserved to stand. He always was and
will be a hypocrite and the woe of it is that he has

such talents for veiling his hypocrisy, deceiving the
innocent and unsuspecting. Not that I consider his

present victim either the one or the other, I do not.

She has been raised by a weak silly mother, had by
nature no regard for truth and equally as little por-
pincity or delicacy of feeling and conduct. It required
no Aaron Burr to victimize her for she had little
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way to fall. Being the daughter of a widowed mother
and knowing nothing against her I was attending to
her at one time and really was disposed to like her but
at an easy period of our acquaintance I detected some
wretchedly low propensities in her and dropped her
without ceremony, and so we stood for months before
my marriage. I saw a disposition on her part to meet
me last summer as though the past were forgotten

but it was impossible for me to forget that she was
anything but a lady and I passed her unnoticed.

Is not Lexington at rather a low ebb? Such conduct

on the part of some of its first citizens will lead

strangers to think that the tone of moral sentiment

is marvelously low in that western Athens. Scarcely

a woman in this mountain region but has forfeited

her good name and when one whom I have not seen

before comes into my house I hardly know in what

way to treat her. An old hag came the other day

to sell some thread for corn. I sent her and her daughter

to the crib to shell it, while there she, the daughter, who had made an
agreement with a vile unprincipled man who

has a family, to run off with him and he had the

audacity to get into the crib for the purpose of

making arrangements with them for the proposed kiss.

The Col. was not here nor any of the servants and I went
out to see her measure the corn and there I found the

villain whom I had seen before. I at once suspected

all was not right. Being alone however and knowing

the reckless character of the man [ of course said nothing

to him but he had the quickness to see from my countenance
that I was not pleased at his presence and took himself

off. The next day they started, the man’s wife in furious
pursuit with a butcher knife to take the life of the faithless
husband and his companion, whose father equally outrageous
was following her and breathing vengeance against her.
These things we look for and feel no surprise at in this
miserably ignorant and degraded population, but among

Page 3

those who enjoy all the advantages of light and knowledge
it seems most strange, passing strange that such
occurrence should be so frequent. It must be that society
has reached that degree of refinement which is productive
of as many evils as the opposite extreme. If your fair
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townswoman make as rapid progress in that way
as they now promise, this modern Athens will
long have rivaled Paris itself and the day will soon
come where standard for female excellence will
have been most shockingly low.

I need not say how much we are pleased with the
prospect of a visit from Father and Ellen, but will
repeat my regrets that you will not be of the party.
As to my leaving home, nothing save the marriage
of one of my Richland household will take me

away until our affairs are in better train than at
present. Dearly should I love to be with you all
again, but my husbands interests must be para-
mount to my pleasures and therefore 1 cannot
promise to go to Fayette at any time saving for

the before mentioned festival should it take place.
The Col. is as anxious for this success as you or I
and great as the inconvenience would be insists

that we shall go at what time so ever it shall

happen. You ask about Nannie Shelby and all

I can answer is that my opinion is the same which
Liz and Mary formed of her, though my acquaintance
has been slighter than theirs. Her Boswell blood is
the worst kind & shows itself in many mean ways.
And the genl. flamma has wedded “petticoat Allen™.
What says the gen’1? The Col. saysd __ n the woman,
she is well mated. His account of A. is that he is

not admitted into good society in Chillicothe and

is much despised by her family. The night is closing.
I am sleepy, my paper filled. My kindest affection
for all our kindred and friends and for my dear Sister

Susan S. Carter

Page 4
Bottom

P.S. The first time you go to town ask Sim Christy if still in
business, to get a braid bonnet of mine from J. O. Harrison &
have it altered into fashionable shape, bleached & lined.
Should Father come out to see us he can bring it. Do not
let him know anything about it until you send it

as I do not wish him to pay the bill, but tell Christy

to charge the same to W. G. Carter & he will settle it when
we go in or remit it by private opportunity should we not
go. If the bonnet cannot be made to look well I do not
wish it renovated but shall send for a new one to
Cincinnati. S.S.C.
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NOTE: When Amanda and Evan married they moved into Richland with General James, and Evan’s
brothers Isaac (Ike), Lafayette (Fayette and sometimes James (Jim) — making young Amanda the mistress
of the estate — a position once held by the author of this letter. It was overwhelming and the atmosphere
was volatile and was not what Amanda was raised in. The tension was more than Evan or she could stand.
Evan traveled to his sister’s and evidently took Amanda’s younger sister Sarah (Busy) Bruen with him for a
visit to Susan Hart Shelby Carter in Grayson. She writes to her father on the attached half. I do not know
if the Postmaster Mr. Crawford is Susan’s neighbor Mrs. Crawford’s husband. In Amanda’s handwriting:
written on the edge: Received June 12™ 1845. She would be four months pregnant with Mary Pindell.
Evan dates at the end of his letter. I believe that then the original Richland was refurbished so Evan could
be close to family business. Dating 1845 6/9

Postmark Grayson Ky 12 Y (cents?)
June 9" 1845
Addressed to: Mrs. Amanda Shelby
Lexington
Ky,
From: Evan Shelby

My dear Wife,

I arrived here on Saturday to
dinner — half a day later than I expected.
My journey was a long & tedious one. The heat
on Friday & Satdy was so excessive that we were
frequently obliged to stop and rest our jaded horses
in the shade. At Owensville I fell in company
with a Mr. Crawford ( the P.M. & a merchant
of this place) his wife, brother & two women
relations, who had been on a visit to their re-
lations in the interior. I had occasion to regret
this companionship, as I will convince you
on my return. For a description of the town, the
people, their manners & customs etc. you must
also wait until we meet. As for Susan &
the Colonel, I will only say, they are neatly
& comfortably fixed & I see no reason
why they should not be as they are, happy as
the days are long. For my own part I have not
felt so well wither in body or in mind for a long
time. Your presence my sweet wife is all that
is necessary to render me perfectly happy at least
for a while. But I trust you know me well enough
to know that I can never be perfectly happy
where you are not. Enough of Grayson for
the present. I can only say it is a most fortu-
nate thing for us that we followed your Pa’s
advise. Dependant, altogether upon my pro-
fession for a support, we should have starved
in a very short time.

I have felt great anxiety about you

my Amanda since I left, more perhaps than
I am justified in doing, surrounded as you
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are by so kind and affectionate a family. I
feel that I was too hasty in leaving you

Page 2

in a house full of strangers, without ever
waiting to see if you could be contented there.
But I felt that absence from the scene of my
trials & vexations was all that could bring me
relief, & I longed to be away. And even now the
the thought of returning to Lexington to live
in dependence & idleness makes me sick.
There is, however, no alternative, & we must make
the most of it.

Poor little Busy was taken sick
on yesterday, & I shall not be surprised if
I were delayed on account of her indisposition.
At all events, my sweetest you must not expect
me back until Tuesday or Wednesday. If you
knew how glad Susan was to see me & how re-
luctant she will be to let me depart before
the end of the week, I am sure you would
not blame me.

Susan desires room for
a P.S. & I will close with assurance of the
sincerest & fondest love of your

affectionate husband
E. Shelby

Grayson June 9% 1845

Page 3

Evan has left me space for a P.S. my dear Sister
& I must say how much I was disappointed
not disappointed either because I was not expecting
him, but how much I regretted you did not
accompany him. I was delighted to see him
but should have been more delighted to have
seen your bright face here in the mountains.
From all accounts we shall not if ever have
the pleasure in several months.
I am amazed at Evan’s account of the manners in which
Lucy Webb has been treated by some of the Lexington
ladies. Those who thus give countenance to vice have
certainly much responsibility upon them.
But I have not time as the mail is just starting to
write any more except my love to your Father,
Mother and Sister. I wish you were here to
join us in a cup cake which is standing
before me but as you are not adicu & believe me
Yrts ever
S. S. Carter
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NOTE: The Col. wrote for Evan to hand carry to Isaac (Ike) Shelby, Evan’s and Susan’s brother. Both the
Col. and Susan are hoping Ike will marry. Ike is 29, James is 27 and Fayette is 25 and all three are still
bachelors living at their home, Richland, with their father General James and their youngest brother Evan
(age 21) and his wife Amanda (age 20) the only female in the house. Life at Richland with a gruff General
and three bachelors must have been rather shocking to Amanda and the genteel life she experienced at
White Hall. Iimagine “the boys” were hardly obedient to any type of schedule. On top of this major
adjustment, she is a little over four months pregnant. Some type of confrontation between Evan’s concern
for her wellbeing and his own sanity with the General has Evan in Grayson County at Susan’s and Amanda
back at White Hall. I believe, as the farming income of Richland was Evan’s source of income and his
ability to manage it, caused Joseph Bruen to encourage them to move out to Richland’s original home. Col.
Carter’s writing is very hard to read. If Col. Carter’s birth date is 1788 it means his was about 50 when he
married Susan two years ago. lke did not marry until 1854 to Sarah Barton McClure

From: William Grayson Carter Also: letter to Gen. James Shelby
To: Isaac Shelby From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter
Lexington
K
Grayson
June 16, 1845
Dr (Dear) Isaac,

I embrace the opportunity by Evan, who has gratified
us by a short visit, to express the hasty interest, that my better half &
myself feel in your welfare and happiness, and as you appeared
much captivated with a certain fair lady, to wish you all
an agreeable success in the prospect and consummation of your
wishes, — Upon the announcement of the affair being settled, I
shall want upon Susan being present, to witness how happy
a bachelor may become by so great a change in his condition
of life. — If I could venture to give any advise to one so well
blessed in this court of love I would suggest that you be
let to participate, all is lost often by too great a desire to
bring matters to an immediate denouncement, a little policy my
dear fellow as frequently necessary, but you may have made
such progress, as would when you from all imputation of
that I know nothing. — I have little of any thing to communicate
that would interest you, much occupation and engaged on
my domestic matters. I have hardy time to think of the
many inconveniences that can sometimes labour under, and I the
great I sacrifice we make in permanently locating here —

A mans patrimony is dear to him and in that suspect I
partake of the portability of the scribe who wonders afar, but
shall cherish their mountain home. I have but little

doubt that in time I shall not only be independent

but have some thing to show, and Susan as only opinion

I despair, but I really think is so — even if otherwise

it would amply embellish my enjoyments. — In her is every
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it would amply embellish my enjoyments. — In her is every

hope of my life comparably connected and I shall ever to my

pride to do all for her comfort & happiness - we shall soon

have an agreeable companion in my bother’s wife, a very dear

sensible lady, that will relieve some of the tidiness of

a secluded life, - he has sold Wm. Springs, but not upon any

advantageous terms - present me to James & the Gen’l (gentlemen) & believe
me that [ entertain for you all affectionate remembrance

WmGCarter
Page 2

Attached to the above letter on page 2 is a letter from Susan Shelby Carter to her Father, Gen. James
Shelby.

(Grayson — June 16, 1845 — back page)
My dear Father

I intended writing you as soon
as Evan came, knowing that you would feel anxious to
hear his determinations, but I thought I would wait
until he considered the matter calmly and deliberately.
We have talked of it daily since his arrival and his
first resolution seems unchanged and unchangeable.
Nothing can swerve him from the purpose of not returning
to Richland and of endeavoring in some way which
he has not as yet fixed upon, to make a living for
himself and family. His visions are that he has tried
effectually to attend to your affairs and has given
you no satisfaction, that neither Amanda or himself
ever enjoyed any happiness there and that the peace
of all parties will be enhanced by a separation. Mr.
Bruen has promised to put him into business when
he returns and he assures me that idleness is entirely
distasteful to and that he has no idea of any thing
but constant and unremitting attention to whatever
employment he shall go into. For myself I am
greatly grieved that they could or would not remain
where they were, and that your house is again without
the superintendence of a female. I had flattered
myself that they would be happy and
confer much happiness upon you, but it seems
there is no prospect now. He has listened coolly to all
our suggestions and advice but holds out no idea
that he will return. I could not be contented until
I had made you these communications and I will
add in conclusion that we shall be much dissap-
pointed should you not pay us the promised visit.
Remember me to the boys and believe me ever

Your aff. daughter
S.S. Carter
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NOTE: Written across address: “I have gone down pray wait til I come — in Evan handwriting.
Susan writes beautiful encouragement to A & E and tribute to their mothers.

Postmarked: Grayson Ky. 5 (cents?)
July 21 (1845)  single

Addresses to: Mrs. Amanda Shelby
Lexington
Kentucky
From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter

Wyoming July 13, 1845
My dear Sister

I should have complied with your
request to write you by last mail, but for the excessive
heat of Sunday and Monday. There is but little abatement
in the intensity of the weather, but I cannot bear the idea
of your supposing that I feel one moments in difference
to you and my dear brother, whose situation meets my
deepest sympathy. I once indulged for a while, the hope
that your residence at Richland would prove a
source of happiness to yourselves as well as my Father
and I assure you that I left him on my return last
summer with much less sadness than on a former occasion
when he was without the care of any female relative. A
recapitulation of the causes which induced the present
difficulty would result in no good and I forbear to
mention them. I know that no man living ever made
greater sacrifice for a family than he did for thirty
years of his life, and no one can nurse them in sickness
with more tenderness. I have always thought however
that his great error was in expecting and exacting too
much from young people, forgetting as many old
persons do to make allowances for the follies and
inconsistencies of youth. When I look around me
and see how few there are who have the talent of
rearing children as they should, of inspiring them
with feelings of affection and respect without
instilling too much fear I am forced to conclude
that the task is one requiring almost super human power,
and I feel greatly disposed to look mildly upon
the mistakes and errors of those to whom the lot
has fallen. I know that Father has a high opinion of
Evan’s intellect, that he had set his heart upon his
being a professional man and looked forward to
the day when he would be distinguished. He had been

Page 2
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grievously disappointed in Fayette pursuing the course he
did and less prepared to bear the disappointment of

his expectations in regard to Evan. I hope and

trust that matters may now turn out better than they

at first promised. Evan’s devoted attachment to

you is this safeguard in hours of trial and vexation

and were he now single I could greatly fear for

him. O! how often have I rejoiced that he was so fortunate
as to secure a wife, commanding his highest esteem and
respect as with affection, and that he was capable

of appreciating the treasure. With such claims upon

him I know that his course is bound to be onward and
upward however dark and gloomy his prospects

may now seem. There is no human heart which has

not its own sorrows, and happy are they who can turn

for consolation to kind husbands and wives, whose
firesides shine ever brightly and kind faces meet

them there, frown as the rest of the world may. The storm
without may spend its fury and rage in vain when

they know that every pulsation of fond hearts is for them,
in their own happy homes. Heaven is wise but I look in
vain through its wisdom for wiser provisions than

this. Such my dear Sister is my experience of married

life and such I know is yours. Be then of good cheer, let
not despondency take its abode with you and the day
which has dawned so darkly will brighten towards its noon
and set with unclouded splendor. You are the children

of pious mothers and I feel assured that their many
anxious prayers will be heard for their beloved off spring,
And that she who has gone to the home of the pure in heart
will be guardian angel for those to whom she clung so
fondly in life.

I grieve for poor Georgia Combs. What does her Father say?
He should have been at home and prevented that greatest
calamity, the marriage of a daughter to an unprincipled

man. She has not only secured her own wretchedness but

has injured the prospects of her younger sisters. Poor thought-

Page 3

less young girl! She has taken a step which no after prudence
can retrieve. If Lucy is still an innocent woman how galling
the treatment she is now receiving. How mortifying to her

to be scoffed at by those whom she looked down upon

in her days of prosperity. I hope her fate may be a

warning to those who come after her. For the sake of our

sex which every woman is interested in upholding 1 would
believe her innocent, but if so why did (she) persist in

her intimacy with such a man as Dick Pindell, with

nothing on earth to fascinate a woman, at least so
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far as I could see, and he a married man too?

And in the name of all that is good and pure, what

was her mother doing? But she was always an old

simpleton and we could look for nothing else. The poor

girl had but little way to fall for she never had any

purity of heart.  Your account of Mrs. Warfield’s

health distresses me. She has ever been a kind and affection-
ate friend to me. She is the center of a family devoted to her,
the idol of her husband and it seems a breaking up stroke
for such a woman to be taken. I would almost be

willing to go in her place for there is but one to give up

for me. But of all the unfortunate does not Aunt Susan
exceed? What will she do next? It is generally agreed that
habit is second nature and of course she will marry again.

I remember when Mr. Shannon died I ventured the opinion that
she would marry again, and those who were sympathizing
with her almost slapped my little jaws. She has committed
the same folly as many times as twice since then.

From your account of the Lexington ladies there is no danger of
the world coming to an end and I need give myself no care

that my part has not been performed in the great work

of multiplying and replenishing. An old Dutch woman,

an amateur connoisseur granny says the ‘Mishter Carter

that is I’bs making family about one month’ but her granny-
ship is much mistaken. I am looking sufficiently pale,

and black under the eyes to justify her suspicions but it
proceeds from my old complaint — dyspepsia, which has of late

Page 4
Top

grown much worst and I fear has at length fixed upon some

viscera and will occasion much more suffering than I have

known as yet. I have made up my mind to being a Baroness

and will let you and Liz Kinkead keep up the family. July 20

Thus far had I written my dear Amanda when 1 was called away

and prevented from finishing my letter, which I now do, hoping for

your forgiveness in the seeming neglect. Our week has made strange
developments in my health. Some of the strongest symptoms that an
“accident” such as you allude to has befallen me, present themselves,

and the Dutch woman assures me that there is no doubt of the fact.

After eating an unusual dinner the other day I was the sickest mortal

you ever saw and she came in the height of it. She felt my pulse, asked
some questions and shook her head, then ran to her house and brought me
some medicine which relieved me in five minutes. I told her that there were
reasons the week before to suppose I was not in the situation she suggested
but she said it was nothing. She had known many instances of the kind.

It seems that I am one inexhaustible reservoir of froth for I am sure I have
expectorated a gallon per day for one week. 1 had a kind letter from
Father last Sunday offering me a handsome wardrobe ready made if
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NOTE: This letter has bad blotting made by Amanda or Evan blotting their pen which is done on many of
these letters. I have not been able to locate these three firstborns of Robert and Sophia Carter. Also, can
not find a Mr. Cash that started a newspaper...

Postmarked: Grayson, Ky. 5 (cents?)
Oct (blotted out)th

Addressed to: Mrs. Amanda Shelby
Lexington
K

From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter

Wyoming Oct. 12, 1845

How happy I am my dear Sister to receive your delightful
letter and how grateful to Heaven for the agreeable
intelligence it contains. All this morning I felt
depressed. I scarcely knew why and I really trembled
until I saw the announcement that you were

going to the country. I have several times seated
myself to write you but I felt so unhappy

and anxious about you that I rose from the

table fearing that I might throw over you

the same desponding feelings, but I feel now

so buoyed up that I can scarcely refrain from
screaming with delight. May you be happy

and contented my dear Sister in your new home (Green Fields)
and may the anxiety and con which you have
experienced for some months past be forever
strangers to your breast hereafter. If I could

only see Fayette happily settled I should

indeed be relieved of a weight of sorrow.
Remember me to him with all sisterly affection.

It is pleasant to hear that Father is engaged in
profitable and agreeable speculations and I

hope Uncle Tom may be amply remunerated

for his trouble. You ask what the mountains

think of Kinkeads being judge & I answer

that they never heard of Kinkead, but think

Judge Owsley might have appointed some

lawyer living in the circuit or at least

practicing here. There is a report that Kinkead
will endeavor to attach Clay to this District

in order to reside near his property, in which

case there will be violent resistance made to

this, by the whole country. It must be gratifying
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to Uncle Tom that his daughter’s husband need eat
no longer the bread of dependence. I fear the news
of our having Mary Combs for a neighbor is too
good to be true, but I rejoice that she is to be
well married. Is there no mistake. Since my
disappointment about her to Tom Redd I feel
rather skeptical. Iloved their Mother and

most sincerely desire the welfare of her
children. Tell Mary or send her word to

locate as near us as possible if the

news be true that she is to come at all.

Our brother and family have arrived

and we are getting along remarkably well.

His wife is an excellent woman, well bred

and kind hearted and they have three

lovely children, the youngest of which is

a most special favorite with us, resembling

her aunt Susan as her Uncle William thinks,
and her uncle William as her Aunt Sue thinks.
Can you imagine a more lovely creature than

a blended likeness of two such handsome
people? By the way judging from the enormous
size of a certain body there is a prospect of
more blended likenesses shortly if not sooner.
She has continued to expand since her return
saving and excepting which there is no

other symptoms of any such calamity &

of course no preparation for the same.

I am much occupied making winter clothes

for my household which comprises at this

time 35 or 40 members, all of whom however

I do not perform this office for. The Col.

begs I will have the cutting and sewing

Page 3

done by woman in the neighborhood, but
they spoil every thing they attempt and

I prefer doing it myself. It is my pride

and pleasure to advance his business

in every possible way and I shrink

from no duty which devolves upon me.
About January I shall have to attend to Mrs.
Robert Carter through the same trouble which
await you and although I shall do it most
cheerfully for her yet if we were near enough
how gladly would I do all that a Sister can
for you. Tell Ellen that the Col. is more

in the notion of going to Texas now than

ever and she need not be surprised to see

us there in a year or two at ____ sthist.
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Robert leaves shortly to investigate the titles
of some land offered him in exchange for
some property near Lewis County lies on
Trinity river and if they are acceptable
he has offered William he wants
if he will go there.

My sheet is nearly filled and I have told you
nothing about “Our Village”. I was dubbed while
absent with the title of the Durham aristocrat

and my only associates in the village share

it with me. The title is derived from our Durham
cows. Mrs. Crawford has recovered from a severe
attack of spasms occasioned by hearing that

Mrs. Carter had a dress ten yds in width. Her mother
says she is glad the poor thing, that is Mrs. Carter,
has some new clothes for she was nearly naked.

I wore the polka blue to meeting and was sorry

Page 4

I did for all devotion deserted the congregation when
I entered. Here you have a sheet filled up with
naught but Ego, Ego, Ego. But you brought it

upon yourself and can blame no one. There

is nothing here to write about but oneself and

if you get an answer to your letters your get

egotism in perfection. What do folks in Fayette

say of Cash now? Will his paper go on? Did Evan
send the Col. a number? I think Cash sent it.

Remember me aff. to all my friends and your
Father’s family and believe me as ever
Yrs S.S. Carter
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NOTE: Evan’s announcement of Mary Pindell’s birth Susan Carter named her in a letter dated
Mar. 3, 1845 written to Amanda

No address.
To: Dear Sister (Susan Hart Shelby)
From: Evan Shelby

Nov — 6" 1845
Dear Sister,

On Sunday at 4 %2 o’clock the
long expected event took place. After a pro-
tracted labour Amanda was delivered of
a fine girl — Mary Pindell, of course. They
are both now doing “as well as could be
expected.” The child is very large & per-
fect in all its parts. They all tell us she
is the most beautiful thing of its age
that has ever been seen. It is im-
possible to tell who she is most like. But
all agree that her mouth & chin are
yours to perfection. The most remark-
able thing is, she has long dark hair.
Amanda, however is dreading every
day that it will become flaxy as
both hers & my own were so when
young.

Our room is necessarily so dark
that I can scarcely see to write, & I must
conclude, therefore, by sending the best
love to yourself & husband, of your
brother & sister

E. Shelby

Do write soon & cheer poor Amanda
On back: Probably written by Susan to Mary Pindell years later

I have intended for years
to send you this time
stained document for
you always had more
veneration for the

past and desire to learn
of yr. antecedents than is
common
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NOTE: Mary Pindell "Pinnie" Napton (born Shelby), 1844 - 1923, daughter of Richard Pindell Shelby
(Gen James® first born) had a daughter named Mary Pindell Shelby 18 months before Evan Shelby (Gen.
James last born) had a daughter named Mary Pindell Shelby.

Mary Pindell "Pinnie" Shelby Napton was born on April 16, 1844, in Saline, Missouri, United States, to
Richard Pindell Shelby and Rebecca Williams Shelby Dating 1845 11/2

Mary married William Barclay Napton on September 9 1862, at age 18 in Saline, Missouri, United States
William was born on January 5 1839, in Saline Co., MO.

CHILDREN:

No Children Blanche Early NAPTON b: 16 OCT 1863 in Missouri Death: 02 MAR 1890
Has No Children Malinda NAPTON b: 29 AUG 1865 in Missouri  Death: 15 FEB 1888

Has No Children Richard Shelby NAPTON b: JUN 1867 in Missouri in MO 1920

Has No Children William Barclay NAPTON III b: 25 JAN 1874 in Missouri Death: 02 APR 1892
Has No Children Evan Hart NAPTON b: 12 OCT 1876 in Saline County, M) Death: 02 SEP
1884

Has No Children Suzanne Frances NAPTON b: 05 NOV 1878 in Saline County, MO in MO
1910

Has Children John Reid NAPTON b: 11 FEB 1883in M0  Death: 30 NOV 1950 -three children
Has Children Roberta Bagwell NAPTON b: 1885 in Missouri Married Cordell, in LA 1930

Mary passed away in 1923, at age 78 in Marshall, Saline, Missouri, United States.
She was buried in Smith Chapel Methodist Church Cem., Saline Co., MO. beside her husband.

The two Mary Pindell’s kept in touch as Naptons live in St. Louis for several years and their father’s sister
Susan Hart Shelby Carter Magoffin tived just outside of St. Louis
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scraps of paper and like this on a few blank pages in this portion of her 1843 journal. T will date this tist in October
of 1846. Pages 18-22 show, penmanship practice and some written names. A list of Amanda Abigail Bruen’s school
subjects on July 13™ & 29¢th and August 10” 1840 and her daily school schedule. She had Just turned sixteen and
within the year would tour Europe with her father, older sister and Lexington architect, John McMurtry. Also noted
and possibly written at a later date, the name Miss Anna Jackson of New Orleans, Mary C, Shelby, her own and the
name of Evan Shelby, Cincinnatj Ohio. Mary Cosby Shelby’s sister lived in Cincinnati for a while, Dating 1843
2/20

Page 1

Feb 20™ 1843 Attended the Presbyterian
Fair given by the ladies of Lexington

for the purpose of raising funds to be
devoted to charitable purposes. On

my return home a singular disclosure
made by my companion. Feb 2]

a second disclosure and in addition

a singular proposition. Feb 220

Several speeches made appropriate

for the occasion... Feb, 24th

called on the Harrisons with S---E---
and had a very pleasant visit.

X ox ok % x ox o5 g * %k

May 18" Visited the country.

Passed a week with Elizabeth

Shelby. Went out on Wednesday having
attended the evening before the

nuptials of Laura Warfield

and Christopher Rogers — Very

Page 2

unpleasant weather. Friday

had a visit and Busy

also from Evan Shelby.

Saturday took a ride on horseback
with him — Sunday went to M.
Gilead with F. ayette Sheiby —

in the afternoon a visit from

Susan Shelby & Morrison Pindell
Mon. & Tues, a visitation from

Mr. David Fields & Curtis Burnson
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of Richmond — Tuyes — spent the
day at Richland. Wed.

returned home — Thursday
Commencement of the annual
State Convention of the Episcopal
Church - Sunday Ordination

in the Ministry, Confirmation

in the afternoon. Among those

Page 3

who received this holy rite
were two of my young friends
Jane Mitchell & F anny Curd.
May 26® A visit from

Louisa Smith, Sammy and

the Bishop. May 29t
Attended the marriage of
Susan Shelby & Col. Carter —
It took place Tues’ morning at
11 o’clock ~ the ceremony performed
by the Rev. Dr. Fishback — In

the evening a visit from S—E— g%
Wed. 30" Went to the Sewing Society 6/( 63
Thurs — June 1% spent the day with Q/%

ry Pindell Shelby. At the same V@m %g / /
time visited Mary Epps Scott — .

3
Had my fortune told by J. Jacobs. Cu% Z 4-; O/‘Q( ’

“Was to have a formidable female
Page 4

rival who would finally displace

me in the affections of my lover,”

Fri. Called of M. A. Tomlinson, Sally Ward
took a long ride with Sue Waller —
charged with an important secret.

In the evening a visit from Mr. Hart
Charles Bodley & William Waller. Sat.
a letter from S-- E—also g visit

from Miss Tomlinson — Sunday

a fine day 143 scholars names
registered on the roll book — morning
and afternoon a sermon from Rev.

Mr. Rennoe of Boston + + -+

June 5™ Studied “Good’s of Nature”
Read Byron. Commenced reading

the “Wives of England” by Mrs. Ellis
In the morning a visit from Mr.,
Robertson, June 6! The Same

Page 5
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Mr. Edward Clarke, Mr. Allen , and
S—E——called in the morning.

In the evening attended a

small party at Mrs. Brecken-
ridge’s June 7" Pursued my
reading — A visit from J Mitchell

& A. Darby — Informed of the death
of Dr. Scott — In the afternoon a
visit from Mr. Allen, also from

Mr. Davis — June 8" Waiked
before Breakfast. Attended the
funeral of Dr. Scott. In the
afternoon call from Marie Hankins,
Louisa Todd & Sister Aunt. In

the evening attended g small

party at Mrs. Curds. June 9t
Walked again befor breakfast
pursued my studies. In the

Louisville, Kentucky
Page 6

morning a call from J Legrand
and Mr. Doyle. June 10th
Cloudy ~ did not walk — con-
tinued my reading - - - -

An interesting visit from S —
E—in the morning — June 1]
Again cloudy. Attended S.S.
heard Mr. Berkeley preach
morning and afternoon,

June 12 Visit from Mr. Noland
& E. Shelby in the morning,
Attended Mary Frazer’s
funeral. A call from Mr.
Robertson & Mr. Noland

in the evening again

June 12* Still cloudy

pursued my studies. June

13™ A visit from the Misses

Page 7

Johnson in the morning

June 14" Thursday, Studied in

the afternoon visited Miss Warfield
and the Bodley family — June

15 Studied and sewed in

the morning, afiernoon visited

Mrs. Mentelle’s and Mrs. Dunham
also a visit from S—F-.
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Saturday the 16 3 visit

from S—E—called with him

on S. Erwin who has just
returned from Cincinnati,

In the evening went with

S. E. to a party at Mrs, Incho’s
given to the bride Mrs, Burrows
formerly Louise Dudley. The 17t
a pleasant day — attended S. S.
and church — M. Berkeley being
sick Mr. Sheppard officiated.

Page 8

June 18" A bright day

In the morning a visit from Sarah
Erwin and Gab Morton, In the
afternoon a long visit from Mary
Combs, went with her to see Mrs. C.
Rogers Liz Shelby & S. Erwin. Also
called on M Baldwin, the Misses
Curds, Mrs. Burrows, Miss Ludlow
and Miss Febbiger of Cincinnati.

A Call from W. Dudley and E. Waller
June 19" Very pleasant, walk

befor breakfast. Party at Mrs,
Fishback, given to Susan Carter,
June 20™ Pleasant. In the

afternoon called with Laura to see

S. Carter & L. Johnson — a visit
from Mary Shelby. 21% of June

In the evening attended a

party at Mrs. Harrison’s given

to Mr. & Mrs. Col. Carter with

S E_ N

Page 9

June 22" A call from Mary
Shelby, Went to Mrs. L., Warfield’s
A visit from S—F — also

from Mr. Wickliffe & Mr. Baldwin
Mrs. Craig & Mrs. Sutton 24 June
attended church & S School —

had 150 scholars — Heard

Mr. Berkeley preach — 2¢th

Walked befor breakfast

studied and sewed

A call from R Verbiren and

Lou Johnson invitation to

spend the evening at Mr.

H. Johnson’s to meet Mrs. Carter
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Went to Mr. Shelby’s in the
afternoon stayed until the
next day Tues 27 a visit
fromS _E _ Daniel Breck
& Mr. Meeker of Richmond

Page 10

28" Walked / a visit from
G.Morton S _E _ Mrs. Bell
Timberlake — Mr. Cable — M
Baldwin, Sue Waller

Mrs. Gibson, Mrs. N(?) Shelby
An invitation to a party

at Mrs. McAlister’s to be given
to Susan Carter. Went to the
sewing society” at Miss Curds —
Have met Evan S----y & Noland —
Stayed to tea — went to prayer
meeting in the evening —

29" Took a long walk befor
breakfast. pursued my studies
in the morning —

11-15 Pages Blank

Some torn out

Page 16 - ¥ Page Female Servant names:

Clary
Milly
Winny
Ester
Charity
Ellen

Big Sarah
Little Sarah
Mary
Priscilla

I'placed this information under the date of October 1846

Page 17 - 1 Full Page of Male Servant’s names.

Henry 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Harry 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cyt & made
Tom 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Dave 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Basil 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Berry 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Dan 1 prcut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Ben I pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made

George 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
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Dick 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Moses I pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Jacob 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Hark 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Lewis 2 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Charles 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt eyt & made
Andrew 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cyt & made
John 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Alfred 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Page 18

A list of Amanda Abigail Bruen’s school subjects in August 1¢% 1840 and her daily schedule. She had Jjust
turned sixteen and within the year would tour Europe with her father, older sister and Lexington architect,
John McMurtry. Also noted and possibly written at a later date, the name Miss Anna Jackson of New
Orleans, the end of the qQuarter August 14" 1840 and the name of Evan Shelby, Cincinnati Ohio.

Punctuality
Neatness
Deportment
Sermon
Poetry
Composition
Theology
Spelling
History
Chemistry

Page 19
This page is full of penmanship practice of letters

Over the top she has Written:

Amanda Bruen
Lexington, Ky
May 28% 1843
Mary C. Shelby
Lexington, Ky
Miss Bruen
Lexington
Ky
Page 20

A list of Amanda Abigail Bruen’s school subjects in July 29, 1840 and her daily schedule

Punctuality
Neatness
Deportment
Sermon
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Poetry
Composition
Good’s Nature
Theology
Spelling
History
Chemistry

Page 21
More penmanship of practicing her letters

Page 22

A list of Amanda Abigail Bruen’s school subjects in July 13, 1840 and her daily schedule

Punctuality
Neatness
Deportment
Sermon
Poetry
Composition
Good’s Nature
Theology
Spelling
History
Chemistry
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Shelby’s Sons. F ayette suffered with ague (characterized by regularly recurring/intermittent stages of fever,
chills and sweating)

sew winter clothing for. Or perhaps during a later winter 1846-1849 noting that Milly died before the
winter of 1850. I am Dating 1844 10/? as that is the month the winter sewing usually began.

2 Page Female Slave names: 1 Full Page of Male Slave names.
Clary Henry 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Milly ) Harry 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Winny Tom 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Ester Dave 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Charity Basil 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Ellen Berry 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Big Sarah Dan 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Little Sarah Ben 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Mary George 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Priscilla Dick 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Moses 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Jacob 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Hark 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Lewis 2 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Charles 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Andrew 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
John 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
Alfred 1 pr cut & made 1 shirt cut & made
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Dated: June 29, 1843
From: Mary Pindell Shelby

To: Amanda Bruen

Dear Amanda

Come out this
morning and spent the day
with me. Ihavea great
deal to say to you. Come
early & bring your work.
There will be no one with
us but Aunt F

Yrs truly

M. P. Shelby
Received this
June 29" 1843

(Married 5" of July *43 to Mr. Tevis) SRR S —— e
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The writing and signing of “Mary” also does not match Mary Smedes. This leads me to believe that this
Mary is: Mary Jane Hawkins who married William A. Dudley in Dec. of 1845 and was a childhood friend
of Amanda’s. She would soon be one of Amanda’s bridesmaids. I doesn’t match Mary Cosby Shelby’s
signature. Guessing at Dating 1843 summer

Addressed to: Miss Amanda Bruen
At Brenan’s Hote]
Ivan Baskesy(?) Elk Hormn
Kentucky

From: Mary Jane Hawkins ™

No date or salutation:

Many thanks my dear friend for your

kind note. Iwas out of all patience with
you for not paying me that promised visit
and am not yet entirely satisfied with your
excuse for I am sure we have had some
beautiful days this week. We will say no
more just now but settle our accounts when
we meet which will be this evening if God is
willing and the Devil has no objections.

You asked me if John B. is married, no not (John B. Tilford would wed Catherine Curd 6/1 844)
yet but from all accounts he has but few

days to live in single blessedness, Latitia has (Latatia Tilford? — can find no record of her)
just left me, she staid with me last night.

She says her brother is to be married Sunday

morning and leave immediately for Frankfort

Page 2

she goes with them and wil] remain

the balance of the winter. You say you
have agreeable news from Johnny, opr (O pray ?)
mention not his name to me, he like

Alex has proved a heartless deceiver

only to think of his being here for two

long weeks / Long indeed have they seemed
to me / and has not even called to see if

I was dead or alive, how dear Amanda

shall I revenge myself upon two such

heart murders as himself and Alex -
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heart murders as himself and Alex -
by taking the suit, no that would be
too gratifying to their vanity, but by
marrying the first man that asks me
black or white, it now makes but little
difference with me which, enough of
such nonsense. You mention not Ivan
What has become of him, I hope he

Page 3

has not evaporated with this snow,
Your maid seems to be impatient

so I'will bid you adieu, you shali

have the extreme felicity of taking a
bundle with me to night, is not that

the name of it, if not pardon me for my
memory is very treacherous, my love
to all especially to your black family
and believe me still your dying friend

Mary

Lots of scribbles all around including: Isaac Shelby, E. Shelby,
Colonel (lots of) & Rhubarb,

=

= [
Cycenan s Wi s Yovaan

S worw ‘ \e
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NOTE: In this letter Lizzie identifies herself as Lizzie Smith and reveals that Amanda has not appeared
for a promised visit to Louisville. Her older sister Louise apparently visited Lexington and Amanda was to
return to Louisville with her.

Addressed to: Miss Amanda Bruen
Lexington
Kentucky

From: Lizzie Smith
Kalorama July 11" 1843

It seems almost strange to have to be again
addressing you by letter my dear Amanda, and I feel that
it will require at least a few more communications before |
can feel the same ease and freedom in our intercourse as
formerly. It would be strange indeed if in this long promise of
our silence, new thoughts, associations and interest should
not have risen with both of us; not that these should
Separate or alienate our hearts, but the failing to impart
to each other as they occur, these growing realities of life
has, I am sure you will allow, placed a greater distance
between us, than a short days journey would seem to
warrant. Do not imagine dearest A. / nor shall | of you / that
I do not love you as much as ever, Yes! indeed I do for
how could I cease to love one who for so many years has
been my chosen friend and who has shown herself so insane-
ly kind towards me and mine? Then as life goes
by let us in our mature years, as in childhood and
girlhood, love and confide in each other and afford
one proof at least that a school-girl friendship is not
so universally inconsistent as is believed.

How disappointed I was in the failure of
Page 2

your promised visit I leave you to imagine. I had thought “Well,
if Amanda can really tear herself from all the attractions of her
home and admirers to give us a week of her society in

our quiet country home, I am sure she gives the most
convincing proof thus she loves us as much as ever;” and

then when Louisa returned alone [ felt so disappointed, so
discouraged, that I had neither the heart or wish to

answer your tantalizing note. But time you know heals

all wounds, and now that Father is going to honour

your little town, once more with hjs presence, I feel

a hearty desire to recommence our correspondence with
renewed resolutions of punctuality, confidence &c, &c.

I will take your part of the agreement, for granted / which

by the way would not answer in all bargains / and

dismiss at once and forever this disagreeable subject.
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How provokingly you did excite and have unsatisfied
my curiosity in the latter part of your note. Do tell me
on paper what I am sure you would whisper in my

car were I near you. Assure me of the truth of the
Mmany reports I hear on all sides, respecting you and

a certain “other”. Just put yourself in my place

and imagine how interested, how anxious I fee] to
“know the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth”, on the most momentous subject, of changing
your name, place of residence &c. Oh! T fear all

is but too true that I hear. You will leave me in my
loneliness as so many of the others have done; and
Liz Shelby among the number!! I have scarcely recovered
my breath since [ heard of her marriage, not that

Page 3

she should not be married as well as any one else, but it took
e so completely by surprise. Was it not very sudden?
Did you know anything of it when L (Louise) was in Lexington?
Answer all these questions when you write / and that must
be immediately, and tell me every particular of the
courtship, wedding, departure, etc. She has done well,

has she not? I am delighted for her and congratulation

her with all my heart. But dear A — you don’t know

how strangely, sadly it makes me feel as one after an-
other of my old school mates leave the “sisterhood”,

It makes me feel that life is wearing on and that in a

few short years this life will be over forever! It is not

a happy thought, that this is not all and that in a brighter
happier world the intercourse, the love of this

may again be servered without fear of parting or change.
To none of the names proposed in your letter did my heart
answer, nor will it — I fear, ever have aught to impart

in return for your “reveship”. 1 begin to think that it will
never be my lot to find exactly the right-one, and until T do
be assured that not even the fear of remaining all my

life in single blessedness would induce me to give up

that much abused but time honoured acronym

Smith.

I suppose you have seen M. Robertson e’er this and

she has told you all there is to be told of interest. We

visit town so seldom that | doubt not — you receive Louisville
news before we do. I did not see Mary Craig when she was
down, but have heard since that she is engaged certainly

to a Mr. Dupay, I think. Whether she was admired or not

Page 4

Top
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so short a time, By the way, can you tell me when Susan
Shelby’s younger brother, Evan, I think is his name, is to be
married? Perhaps you do not know him, if so I advise you to

Bottom

make his acquaintance ag S00n as possible as I hear he is 3
very fine young man; you may have the honour of being invited

ashamed to let it meet your eye, but you must recollect that
my pen and brain have lain so long in desire that it is
not to be wondered at that they should both be 3 little rusty.

-

If you will only answer this with one of your good long letters

I will promise most faithfully to arise from
my lethargy and astonjsh you with one of my
brightest efforts of genius — Do not wait to
write by father but sit right down the mo-
ment you have deciphered this and open
your heart to your most indulgent and loving
father confessor
Lizzie
Across the first page:
Louisa wishes to be remembered most aff. to all, would have written if I had not.
Virginia thinks upon racking
her brain that you owe her

instead of she you —
better it between you -

Note: Mary Craig did not matry Mr. Dupay, rather Mr. J. S. Brannin in Oct, of 1850
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NOTE: nine months before Amanda’s wedding to Evan Shelby. She mentions the grip — “In the year of
1843 a general malady disseminated in Ohio. It was an influenza, called the F rench La Grippe or "Tyler

had “the old fashion grip”.
Postmarked Lexington Ky.Sep1 18 % (cents?)

Address to: Mrs. James O’Bannon
Paducah
Kentucky

Lexington Aug29™ 1843
From: Amanda Bruen

Joy, joy dear cousin that we the only scions of our noble

race in this western country shall again be within a few hours
ride of each other. It is what have hoped and prayed for.

If you could have seen with what glee I ran though the house
communicating the news, and with what wild expressions of
delight it was received, you would feel that our professions
of love and affection were not all empty words.

Little Maria is no less pleased than the rest of the family. She
claps her sweet little hands, and with her sweet little lips says,
“O Mamma and is Cousin F anny coming up to see me

and bud Joe?” She is digesting many plans in which Miss
O’Bannon’s comfort and amusement are much concerned.

You did not say whether Cousin Eliza and Hunt Saunders
intended leaving Paducah. Do write immediately and
inform us of the designs. What could they do without you
and the baby? Not at all in my opinion.

Now you must not disappoint us, come the first of

October, and before if you can. We are anxiously looking forward
to the time of your arrival. I think with pleasure of the

possible visits we will pay each other; for you know that it

means of steam, (which, perhaps you have heard is a great

Improvement on horse power), we may see each other in an hour
and a half. But you doubtfully wish to hear something

Page 2

more interesting than my sage reflections. I suppose Mr. O’Bannon
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heard all the news from our famed watering places, Harrodsburg
and Blue Lick while he was in Frankfort, so I will not
repeat. Have you heard of Rosa Vertner’s intended great
wedding? If they have not been holding out false lights

to the citizens, it will be a most brilliant affair. The bride
will be adorned with pearls and orange flowers; Mary
Wickliffe, bridesmaid the fourth will appear in a full blaze
of diamonds. Nor will their jewels and laces be the most
elegant part of it, the house and garden will be as bril-
liantly illuminated as the ball of St. Peters during a carni-
val. It will eclipse anything of the kind ever witnessed in
this back woods. It is not kind in dear, old aunt Vertner

to astonish us simples so much. If we get over it this fall

it will be well. The Johnsons will catch an idea and
therefore give three magnificent fetes at their respective
houses. Each of the bridesmaids of whom there are four
will give her parties. Claude and Rosa are surely divinities
to be so worshipped. All jesting aside, Mrs. Vertner talked
as much of her Rosa’s nuptials as if she were a priceless
royal. They, that is, Miss. V. & Mas. Claude Johnson will have
very warmest wishes for happiness, although the

old lady has almost talked me to death of her child’s beauty
and golden prospects. There are several other marriages in
contemplation, but the ladies concerned have made me
their confident, and therefore I am not at liberty to

tell of them. You will hear of them very soon however.

Page 3

Do not imagine for a moment from this appearance of
secrecy, that I am one of the parties concerned. The report
of my approaching marriage mentioned to you by his
green generalship, Flournoy is untrue. It is universally
believed here, and the gossips of the place have tghone so far
as to appoint the day. They say it is to be the 17™ of
September. Lo! how it makes me laugh; and when I

laugh they think it affection. Tell Cousin Eliza that I

have not so soon forgotten her good advice, not to marry at
all events until T am twenty, and if I have sense enough
wait until I am twenty-five. — Some kind friends are

afraid to visit me for fear they will interrupt preparations.
The origin and foundation of such surmises they will

find in their own inventive brains.

Since the close of the fashionable season at the Springs,
our city has been crowded with strangers and some of
them distinguished ones. S. Carneil, the Great Western among
ladies, has caused a great deal of gossip by her flirtation
with the beaus. She had rejected Mr. Willis, and sent
him in a dying state across the ocean; she is now a candi-
date for Mr. Murat’s hand! a son of the king of Naples’
says Aunt Vertner. If she marries him, wont shebea
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queen? You would have a severe attack of fever if you
could hear the fashionable scandal in this dear ‘Athenia”.

But I must tell you of home, and house folks.
Except an occasional complaint of the “Tyler grippe’ the
health of our family has been excellent this summer.

Page 4
Top

Maria is angelic, Joe would not to soon remind one of
an angel, tho’ quite an interesting child, but Maria
always was, and always will be uncommon. She
reproves us in her sweet way for any act of impoliteness
or any neglect in our dress — If there were many such
children the grown people would have to give up to
their better reason and judgment. You must excuse

Bottom

a fond, young Aunt, for boasting of her lovely little niece.
Quite a la Vertner! I went last night to see an

exhibition of two paintings, “The City of Seville” and
“Belshazzar’s Feast”. I only mention this in order to advise
you as you are an admirer of the fine arts, to go to see

them if they are shown in Paducah. Your too short

letters seem to say I do not like long ones, so I will not

Side

tax your patience. All send love to all, my
humble self included. If you love me answer
this immediately.

Amanda

The Maid of Orleans (alias fat Betty) just now
raised her silvery voice to say “that she was most
happy to hear that there was a possibility of
Sister Hannah’s coming to Ky.” She insures

her love to be sent to all coloured and un-
coloured.
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NOTE: This is a folded invitation I am assuming to Amanda Bryen, Daniel Vertner married Elizabeth
Abercrombie Harding (his 4% wife — other three had died — no children) and adopted Rosa (she was o
Elizabeth’s orphaned niece - John T. Griffith married Harriet Abercrombie) and later might have written a
poem for Rosa in one of Amanda’s schoo] journals. Also included and calling card signed on this date,
assuming at the wedding — cannot read names. This is an ova] photo of Rosa — not sure where it came from
but the age looks right for here Dating 1843 8/30

Dated: August 30, 1843
From: Mr. & Mrs, (Daniel) Vertner
To: Amanda Bruen

Mr. & Mrs. Vertner
request the pleasure of your
company on Tuesday evening at
half past 8 o’clock

Thursday
August 30™ 1843

Inside in Amanda’s handwriting:

Rosa Vertner married to
Clande Johnson the 5% of
September 1843,

The ceremony preformed by
Rev’d Edward F. Berkeley
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NOTE: Another letter from her dear friend, Lizzie Smith. Dating 1843 10/24
Postmarked: Louisville KY Oct29 10 (cents?)

Addressed to: Miss Amanda Bruen
Care of Joseph Bruen, Esq
Lexington
Ky
From: Lizzie Smith
Kalorama Oect. 24t 1843

How can I address you my dear Amanda
after this long silence? [ felt as if I had entirely forfeited
all right to your affection or your forgiveness, and I can
assure you that is no pleasant feeling towards a long
loved, long tried friend. One would think that my stock
of friends was much too small to throw aside in this way
one of the very dearest; but if my silence has appeared in
this light, be assured you have done me great injustice.

I have never forgotten, much less ceased to love you, but
absolute shame prevented me often so long a silence from
answering your last. Oh! how often in visions of the
night as well as in my waking dreams has your image
with that of dear Mary Smedes arisen before me, carrying
me back to the days of our childhood, when we were

S0 constantly together and loved each other so entirely
without the intervening shade of absence or coldness.
These happy days were very fiercely recalled a few weeks
since, when on coming out of church I was accosted

by no less a person the Charley Smedes!

I did not know him, nor did he recognize me at

first. I fancy we are both much changed since we last

met, I feel so, I know. He was very cordial and in

the short time we had together we recalled “auld-lang-syne”

He was (two marks?)
Page 2

and spoke of you. He left for the South that very day
and so could not come out to see us. He is not so hand-
some as he use to be.

Last Sunday I saw in Church another old friend, Mary
Crosby — but the crowd Was too great for me to get to her
and being obliged to ride directly out, I was obliged to give
up seeing her. How disappointed I was! 1 did so long to
hear of Liz and you. Tonight however Louisa who has
been in town has returned and brought tidings of you

all. She called on Mary, found her at home and had

a long talk about dear Lexington. I felt myself almost
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transported to the old Seminary and its now delightful
neighborhood, in hearing of Elizabeth Shelby’s (I must

call her s0) nice house so near it. How delightful it

would have been for us all to be so near together. I do not like
to think of it, it makes me almost discontented with

our present situation. Do write me just how she is situated
and of your intercourse with her; and above a]] tell me

truly of these reports I have on every side of your intention

to change your name situation, and your very being, for

—_—

you in the same circumstances, be sure that it will
be as safe with me as jn your own breast.

don’t know what has made more talk, for this many a day
than her wardrobe, weddi g etc. Annie Atkinson was one
of her bridesmaids and has given her a party. She (Annie)

Page 3

is one of the most beautiful and fashionable girls in Louisville.
I could scarcely recognize her as the quiet school girl of two
years ago. I hear Miss Frank Smith will be married very

soon and you will have her in your city. But I dare say

you know a great deal more of all these things than I do,

and so will spare you.

with its bare dissolute fields and trees. To youinL (Lexington) it
rather brings an accession of gaiety while it takes from

us the little that embraces us in Summer. I cannot

complain however of being lonesome or eminge (French), I have so
much to occupy my every moment. Qur school is quite

full now, quite as much so as is pleasant. I do not

however become as much attached to the scholars, as I used

and we never have had | think as sweet a set as jn

L (Lexington). Of that number how many are settled in life and
the others in a fair way to be so! Lizzie Hall is to be married

in three weeks and there is some talk of Mary Herens

intentions. She is now inL. (Louisville) but will soon leave for
New York, where she is henceforward to reside.

She is “frisky” enough, as Annie A. ysed to say — but

dresses elegantly and is a good deal admired. Of Ellen
Gwathmey I hear nothing. Eliza Jane is with her in

Missouri.

What an unconnected scrawl this is! But [ have
written amid much bustle and noise and just exactly
what popped into my head first, and indeed it has
been so long since I have written at all or to anyone
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that [ have actually forgotten how to form my letter
and spell. You must not be shocked then if you meet
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with sundry errors. You must receive this however bad as it is,
as a piece offering in a forgiving and forgetting spirit and
above all, revive that spirit by one of your own long

interesting letters written if not the first moment after

the perusal of this at least written three days of it

and I promise you — no! | will not promise, but you

shall see how promptly it will be answered. Do tell me

how Elizabeth (Ingels), Busy, Maria your mother and father &

Bottom

what I should like to hear about, at least if you have not
forgotten. Since I wrote we have been to the Mammoth

Cave and I should like one of these days to tell you

all about it. I wonder if] shall ever see you again?

Now don’t laugh when I tel] you I don’t feel much as if I ever
should. Our paths in life will be so different.

Side

All send very much love to all, Virginia especially to
you, which receive with a large, large share from

your still devoted

Lizzie
P.S. T haven’t said half ]
want to but it is so very late
and I am so very tired, having been in school all
day that I must indeed go to bed. I think I shal]
dream of you to night. May you visit me asa
pardoning angel]!
Received Oct 31
1843 (in Amanda’s writing)

Across the top of first page:

I'was surprised last week
by a visit from Mrs, Brand
and Amelia. They were
on their way to St. Louis.
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Amelia does not look
well. They could tell me
nothing of you - Sam Ken-
nedy was with them

and made me enj oy

by his positive assertions
with regard to your mar-
riage to — you can guess
who — One would have
taken him for your
confidential friend —

I contracted all

flatly, for which I
Suppose you will not
thank me —

Have you seen

any of Miss Bremer’s
morsels(?) Are they not
delightful?
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NOTE: Susan Hart Shelby, only surviving daughter of Gen. James Shelby, married for the first time at age
thirty, May 30, 1843, to Col. William Grayson Carter. She has been a bride for only a few months when she
began a long standing correspondence with Amanda, her sister-in-law to be. Which eligible bachelor
cousin she refers to is a mystery — possibly Isaax Prather Shelby, Maj. Thomas Hart Shelby’s son.

I believe “Wyoming” to be an existing Carter Estate in Carter County, KY (about one hundred miles from
Lexington), possibly his brother Robert’s.

Mary Combs is the daughter of Gen. Leslie and Margaret Trotter Combs. He bought Maj. Thomas Hart
Shelby’s farm in 1892. Mary married Alexander J. Mitchell in March on 1846. Dating 1843 11/6

Postmarked: Grayson Ky. 12 ( cents?)

Novr 6

Addressed to: Miss Amanda Bruen
Lexington

From: Susan Hart Shelby Carter
Wyoming Nov. 6, 1843
My dear Amanda

I intended before leaving to have
requested the pleasure of a correspondence with you
but as an opportunity did not occur
and as Evan has requested me to answer his letter by
writing to you I am seated for the purpose.

In the first place then let me request that

you will not criticize very severely the many
faults which I fear from the commencement

I have made, you will find in this my first.

The hour is late, the fire nearly out and the

Col. impatient for me to read him to sleep.

I had a long letter from Mary Combs to day
giving all the news from your fair city.

Who will captivate our handsome young cousin.
Will he be satisfied with any of the Lex. belles?
Pity you have put your self beyond the power
of using your bright eyes for that lawful

and commendable purpose. However I guess
he will be so flattered and spoiled by the ad-
miration he will receive that there is little

hope of his ever being good for any thing but

a ladies’ man, who of all other characters is

the last in my estimation
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Do you think that La Norman and Blain
will make a match? Such seems the preva-
lent opinion on the subject. Mary is a
sweet girl and I do hope she may be happy
as long as she lives. She was early deprived
of the care of both her parents and I feel
a deep interest in her welfare.

I have become one of the most quiet
and sober old ladies you ever saw and
am so happy in my new station that [
would advise all the girls when they can
get as good a husband as I have to accept
by all manner of means. | have now
no wish in connection with him and my
home and should be perfectly happy if
that home were ten times more remote from
what is called the world than it is, I often
heard my acquaintances say before I was
married that girls know nothing about
happiness until they were married and
I felt disposed to doubt what they said
but am now fully prepared to substantiate
all they can testify in its favor.

The people of this country are generally very
poor but there are some who are warm friends
of my husband and upon whom I could
depend in case I wanted a friend with

Page 3

far greater certainty than upon most persons
in fashionable life who like you and seck
your society only as long as you can add

to their pleasure. I lived long enough

in society to ascertain that fact and

have come to the conclusion that as refine-
ment advances so selfishness keeps pace.

A man or a woman of the world looks upon
one who does an act for which he can expect
no adequate return, as perfectly green and
he who understands the quid pro quo best

is most to be commended. But you are
young and untainted with the world and

I will not enlighten you as to its hollowness
while ignorance may be bliss. IfT were to
again mingle in its heartless circles it

will not cause one sigh from me.
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I have dwelt much of late upon the sub-

ject of religion and would be glad to feel

its sacred influence but there are many

things which we are called upon to believe
which I do not understand. Why should God
at one time have revealed himself in person
to his creatures and have given them his com-
mandments, and at another hide him self from
them? How can we believe that the Almighty
was thwarted in his designs as regards man,

Page 4
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that he fell contrary to his expectations and
consequently did not act as God designed

he should? Why did he send his son for

the purpose of being crucified and then
punish those who crucified him? Those

and many other things are beyond my power
to understand and I should be acting

the hypocrite to say but I believed until I do
understand. But let me not weary you with
my doubts and fears.

Remember me kindly to your Mother and Sister.
and believe me dear Amanda yr. aff. friend

Susan
Bottom
P.S. When I write again I shall endeavor to

improve as to penmanship and diction.
Therefore give me an opportunity very soon.
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NOTE: Amanda’s references to having seen "a book of sorted words" (she would have loved one).

A note written in blue pencil with instructions in another’s writing — of gathering Amanda’s writings for
her daughter, Mary Pindell. I believe there was a concerted effort to amass some of Amanda and Evan’s
writings to be persevered for Mary Pindell, that she might know her mother and father. We have to be very
grateful towards: Aunt Busy (Sarah Bruen Cronly) and Susan Hart Shelby Carter Magoffin and for Maria
Leonard Halstead O’Bannon Jones for the preservation of these letters. The earliest letters we have from
Amanda come from her correspondence with Aunt Catherine Halstead Saunders, her daughter Eliza
Halstead Maurous and her daughter Maria Leonard Halstead and begin in 1838 when Amanda was just
thirteen years of age. Elizabeth Bruen Ingels third child was named Eliza Maurous, born at White Hall on
October 31, 1843, Dating 1843 11/13

Postmarked: Lexington, KY November 13 9 (cents?)

Addressed to: Mrs, James O’Bannon 9 (cent?)
FrankfortKy.

From: Amanda Bruen
Lexington November 13th (1843)

It is a delight my dear Cousin to think that we are once
again so near each othe » and yet “tis difficult to realize it;
for we have had no more communication with each other,

I'know that Joe told you all the news. In spite of

his sober, demeanor looking phis he loves a little gossip
now and then, and can retaj] it with a good grace,

when fairly under way. I had hoped to have the plea-
sure of being the first to inform you of Miss (left blank) Ingels
arrival and for fear he has not done her Justice, I will

by giving a brief description of her charms, Picture to
yourself a little cherubic form, a face of Grecian propor-
tions, eyes soft, blue or black & hair of the hye of the
raven’s plume! But strange to say this dear, sm X

piece of humanity has no name. Do suggest

one. Elizabeth was obliged to you for preparing such
€xquisite ones, but she has declined them intending

to look a little further. I once saw a list of names in

Mr. Webster’s sorted spelling book that comprehended all
from Abigail to Zanilda. Oh! that some one would

furnish us with a copy of them, and then I am sure

Miss Angel’s fastidious aunts and mamma would find

something to meet the exigency of the case.
Page 2

Elizabeth’s sickness has in part been the cause of my not having
accepted your invitation to visit Stony Point. And now

I'have concluded that (unless a very assurable opportunity
offers) T will wait until Elizabeth can bundle up her young-

est responsibility and accompany me. She is so well now

as to sit up all day, and g0 wherever her inclination may

lead her. Therefore I can look forward to the pleasure of
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of this small place, there are five hundred students,
comprising those in the different departments of Tran-
sylvania, and at least five hundred ministers collected
together to attend this Christian Debate. Far be it

Page 3

for me to judge the motives of any one, but it does

Have you heard of Mr. Parson’s noble effort in behalf of the
Orphan asylum? The ladies selected him as the best cham-
pion of the Orphan’s cause and well may they congratu-

$0 moved their heart and purses that nearly five hundred dollars
rolled smoothly out! (That is, he raised that amount, one
half by subscription, the other in cash.)
Except such excitements in the churches, Lex. is as
dull as can be. This dullness however is to be relieved by

a large wedding next week, Miss Waller’s, She will marry

must go while the rose in her cheek™ and “let them see
how pretty she js” eic. etc. Emily Hale keeps such
a distance that I have not yet had an opportunity of
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informing her of your removal to Stony Point. Why she keeps
at such an unaccountable distance I know not. Ma & Elizabeth

Bottom

is at present. Tell me a great deal about little F anny,

and a good deal about her mother, what she is doing

&c. &c. Joe (Joseph Bruen, Jr.) says he never saw Mrs. O’B looking better.
May I have the pleasure of deciding that for

myself. Iso much wish that you would pay us a visit.

Is there no possibility of it? Ma, Elizabeth and al| Jjoin me

sending their best love and requesting your immediate

presence at Whitehall. Come | beseech you. Maria says

she does wish that little Cousin Fanny Bannon would

come to see her and Cap Skruker (Joseph Bruen Ingels) and little sister —
and so does her aunt Amanda, most heartily.

Side - Top

If nothing prevents, you will see me and
some member of the family at Frank-
fort in a few weeks at least.

I will get Busy to come with me if

E is too long getting ready, for

I am waxing discontent. Time

Across bottom:

and paper press
me, good bye
yr’s sincerely

Amanda

Write in a few days
‘tis my parting request.

Side — Bottom — written in another’s hand in blye pencil

When Mr. Jones returns from Arkansas
I'will get A’s letters to me from

her, if she has preserved them &

send them to you. There are some

I would so much for you to read

about yourself,
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