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January 2, 191¢

Judge Rollin Hurt,
Frankfert, Ky.

Judge Hurt:

I am gathering material for a his-
tory of the lower Ohio river gountry in the
flatboat days -- before the coming of steam~
boats. Among other things, I will tell the
early history of Cave-in-Rock {In Illinois,on
the Ohio) and the outlaws who made that cave
their headguarters and who, during their stay,
robbed many of the flatboats that came down
the river. In this connection, I am lcoking
for facts regarding Big Barpe, Little Harpe
and Samuel Yegon. Mr, Frank X, Kavanaugh in-
forms me that yocu are well informed on the
Harpes and he is inclined to think thst you N
are also interested in Samuel Mason and his bandg.

. I have worked on my subject for about a
year and have, of course, spent more or less
time at Cave-in-Rock. I gathered many tradi-
tions regarding the Cave, and have also pro-
cured a number of printed records rsgarding

the Happes and HMason -- some are formal his-
tories, others I have found in historical ro-
maneces. Among the former is Collins' History
of Kentucky and among the latter is "{hronicles
of a Kentucky Settlement", by ¥. C., Watts, print-
ed in 1897, a book with which you are probably
familiar., I would bs glad to have you cite me
to any printed material regarding the Harpes
and Masons, for in doing so you are likely to
point out some material that is new to me.

I am writing a history, not a book of
fiction; nevertheless, I shall give, in foot
notes, the names of all the poems, novels and
other fiction that touch on Cave-in-Rock or
any other part of the lower Ohio river country.

& oGy

z

I am enclosing a photostatic copy of two
pages of Flagg's "Far West". I have rathered
material pro and con regarding the subjects
there mentioned, except two: the "engraving
of the spot" and the "spirited tale".. ¥an you
enlighten me on these points, especially on
;gégq"spirited.tale"y which was written before

My book is a labor of love, as was also
my History of ¥Muhlenberg County, & copy of whieh
you will £ind in the Btate Tibrary, and in
which you will also find some Harpe history, page
35, éto. ‘

Assuring vou I shall greatly appreciate
any help y-u may give me, I am

-

Sincerely,

B4
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Mr. Otto A. Rothert,
Louisville, Xy.
Dear Sir:-

I am just in receipt of your letter in regard to
the history of Big Herpe and Little Harpe. I have been some-
what interested in gethering up the traditions and history in
regard to them, which arises very lsrgely from the fact that
some of their crimes were committed and some of their opera=-
tions were in my native county, adair, s=nd others asdjoining,
and from my earliest childhood I have hesrd the o0ld people,
all of whom sre now dead snd gone, relate the circumstances
of their tragedies or rather crimes. I hsve re@ently written
& chronicle in regard to them embracing 211 of the traditions,
which I regerded as being founded in truth,in regerd, to these
characters. I do not have it at hand at the present time, but
in a short time I will secure the retum of it to me, and I
will take pleasure in sending it to you for your inspection,

and it willcontein a1l of the information, which I have in

regard to them.,
= /

Yours Truly, e

(.
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Mr., Otto H. Rothert,
St. Charles Hotel,

Rew Orleans,la,

-

My dear Mr. Rothert:-

I am delighted to hear that ycu have
had a pleasant and profitable visit to Fayette ana Natcliez
anG that you are agreeably impressed by Juages Truly ana

Reed.,
I have some degree of hezsitation in complying with

your request in connectiocg.wikth the Spanish lzatters,anda 1

comply with great fear and trembling. The ordinary photog-

rapher has but a aim conception of the value of historical

documents and this causes me tc be a little daubicus about

Mr. Hesse. I am sending him the aocumsnts by today's mail,
With best wishes,

Cordially yours,

Pttt e
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FAYETTE, Missg,
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- Jexmary 31, 1917. ;"
Judge Jeff Truly, .'I
Fayette, Miss, - O\ =
1 A T N
My dear Judge Trulyi- X\, .
I am still on my pi rlmage lookingz for mae
terial relative to early flat boat days(and”the Masons. I have
facts on flat boats, but have ad-

mhmd some very interesting
practically nothing to my Mason dat
I hope you feund the original record of the
I ghall be

eedings of the Setton and “trail, If you did _
verbatum copi, no matter how long

proe
very glad to have. send me
it mey be, Mr, Willis R, Basterling will, I am sure, typewrite
me\when Iwas in Payette was h y sate
\ »

ite. The work he did for
isfactory. -
found the original record in the
Court House, it ce y will be more than a surprise to me,
for 4f ever I 1 and low", I did so in my efforts to
e thig is a misfortune to me, I am nevers
thelsgs for your account of what you remember reading
in this old e will be locked upon by my readers as being as
) original record isbell.

mthonttn,.
Some tem days ago I requested that your name

be added to the memberghip of the Mississippl Velley Historical
ew be sent to you for ome year with

Assoclation and that the
my complimentss This, I presume, has been attended to before
nows If by mistake they sent you a bill, please forward it to
me unpaids : '
T leave here in a few days for Texas, and
to be home about the 20th of February: East Bray 8t.,

hope
Louisville, Ky.

Assuring you ‘""r-at.ly appreciate your inter-
ests ia my efforts, I am, -

8ine emly’
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"Most High, Most Mighty, Most Bquitable, and Most Beneficent History":

Your note was received with that same ostentatious gladness
I am inclined to believe the Kaiser would most likely bestow at the
present stage of the European war, upon ihe dove of peace, It
transported me to a state of ecstasy I nad never before visited in
poetical flights of the imagination; a state that no master of EXprExety
expression can describe, ror so gloriously resplendent was its
environment, that the rive senses of man would be limited in their
capaclity to appreciate it at its full value., A state whose freedom
was boundless in the aplication of its laws to movement and speech;
a8 much 80 in Iact as the liberty that is allowed in thespreading
0xr a certain brand or fertilizer over the length and breadth of the
scope or the Louisville Literary Club,

Surely I am blest in having a Iriend whose benign influence
is relt to such an extent over so many leagues ol geological
formation, Indeed I will teach you to drink deep when we meet
again,

"When we meet again?" That is the question, for I have suddénly
decided to jog$n the caravan that moves to "that mysierious realm®
where each shall take his chamber " in the biggest house of Bedlan
in Bartn§. Otherwise you are to understand that I strike the trail
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that leaas to the Fast, New Yorkl--the biggest house of Bedlam on
Earth, A iree-iore-all fight! with six million human beings in it
and a standing invitation to the rest or the world to get in and
do your worst, )

I zeel that Louisville has lost its claim on me, or perhaps
I nad better reverse it and gay that I have lost my claim on
Louisville, Arter nine years of nonest effort I am weary of
trying ror the success that I have painted in the vision of my
ambition, I am not goling to delay until I have passed the meridian
oi manhood, when, it will be too late; when I shall be compelled
to look torward to the day when some envious rival will make
the suggestion that I was designed by nature to be a floorwalker
in a department store, Alas! poor Madison Cawein,

I am due to leave about February 15, I don't know what I will do
in the Bast, but I shall certainly put forth an effort., I shall
certainly try to reconstruct my trembling temple of foritune of more
substantial materials in the great game of commercialism, I know
that you will wish me success,

Write me real soon and inclose your [toute of "one night stands®
so I can keep in touch with you.

My} Oh, my% How I do wish I could be with you in the Crescent city
to gurgle a flagon o' rhenish and leok deep, very deep into the
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OF CIRCULATIONS

C.FEGLADFELTER
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the smiling eyes of some olive skinned Spanigh creole, full of
lire and vivacity, and make her spirit move, move,I say, in
sympathy with mine., But ah! it is only a wish. That is all I
have had to worship for some time, Insubstantial things like

thoughts, hopes, ideals, dreams and 80 on ad libitum thru an
infinite variety of unresponsive creations of sentiment, Its
nelll No, its worse than that., “eneral Sherman said that war is
nell, but ne stopped there when he should have gone further
and given us a definition of 1life, Let me do it for him in

the statement that life is a disappointed hope of paradise and
it that isn't worse than hell I don't know what is, I'd rather
be in hell than go thru life hoping for paradise on a promise
that is sever fulrilled.

In my next instalment I'll maxe you laugh till your body's
phlegmatic wells run over with a surplus of their briny product,

Yours always and all ways,

Sincerest love to Bob Carr,
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