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How Great Britain made War ln Kentucky,

Danilel Boon¢once said,” My wife and Daughters were in 1775, the first white weémen

to stand upon the banks of the Kentucky River®.
This is given to show that thés epoch was co-temporary with the beginning of the
American Revolution, tho such great distance of "flood and Field" lay between the scenes
and every day brought its excltm° evegﬁm, s0 that Kentucxﬁgiéeg;i prevented , apparently
: — A
from:téking any interest in the natiohkal contest.
Detroit, a French City, had as recently as I?SS\become Englihslby the great
yreaty, between England and France, developing thus a great point for dealings with the
Indians. when war came on between the Crown and the Colonies, the English , by money and
munitions of war, enlisted, in a moderate way, the Indians of the territoey adjacent to the
colonies. The situationwﬂﬂgﬂ%f the Alleghanies was guite different. &entucky was the ancien
hunting groundof the Inninas’who saw it being Envaded dally’hy the whxtes;euh@ the Indians
had to drive out er relinguish to thenithe country as conquerorgand they feared the time
might come when the whites would invade the lands where they li;ed , norta of the Ohio river.
«ﬁ}“ Y 1o% W U
It was a remarkable fact , tnat only one permanent Indian vlllareYﬁ@f in Kentucky

andx/t a small oOne ;)1n what is now, ularﬁ‘bounty.

By " permanent"lls mesut from aeason to seasogﬁor the Indian was.nomddic , living

in wigwams or huts , and not by years in one place.They had made the land that has become

g.,%g‘,t/l
Kentucky, a war fleld, among the tribes , taking it for a hunting ground of euch furythat
g ungeh N
it had an Indlan name which meant 7 dark and bloody ground".

A

The Shawnees and Wyandotskere the most war-like and powerful of the Indians

iwhime the Cherokees had that reputation.&d the south of the

stream. But the world knew little about tribal distinctions’yet dreaded all, as monsters

living north of the Ohio river

of cruelty , and atrocity, and brave and insatiable in p¥rsuit of an enemy.
History was making at & rate tnat shnowed tiat lhe Indians had =ood ground

for their dread of the whites invading their territories, for while there was no settlemebt.
of whites on the bank of the Ohio, at the coming of George Rogers Clark and his expeditién
in May I778 , it was said , in 1780 -the immigrants were floating down that stream at tae
rate of three thousand a month, though savages made day as well as nignt hideous with the

awful cruelties they inflicted upon the newcomers voyaging towards the Fall%%f theOhio
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During the same period the other roads , back in the mountains of Virginia, and North
Carolina contributed a proportiomate, daily stream of settlers.

In the winter &f 1779, Captadn Henry Bird , of the 60th infantry, stationed nearDetz;oit
commanded 700 Indians in a?expedition to Xentueky, and 150 of his regular commanc/l/were
added under his leadership . To make it more formitable two pieces of the regular artillery
were attached to the forces.

The joining of the Indians to the whites was a very extravagant mode of warfare, for
the Indians were fgasteful in every way., ¥hat an Indian wasted would keep a white. Except
when actually onﬁarpath, theyinforced no dispiplin, usually having considerable confusion
in their camps. éut because all of them were such masters of wood craft and all pertained‘l‘_
to life in the foreats,gﬁ& the British u/sed them freely.

In enddringthe pains of hunger, and thirst, fatigue and loss of sleep they were i
invaluable . Still so inborn was their savagery tnat it seemed impossible to restrict them
to the civi lized mode of making war, hence the small massacres inflicted by tihe Indians,
at almost every capyure , before their haddsswere. restricted by the commanding officer.

7 And speaking of these peopls; it id strange that the Indlans do not seem %0 have
expected any suffering from diseaseto have fallen upon their raids?as no peeparations
were made to combat it. In ﬁ{g few cases recorded of extensive Sickness},they have relied
upon the whites for medical attention and nursing. They had a mingling of fickleness, child-
ishness, and insubor_ﬁ:n?f;ion , bhat was citen most trying to their commanding officer.,

In a2 mixed body, such as Captain Bird's , a serious condition arose more than
once, but actual mutiny did not develope. It is very likely, that all the superior officers
made careful study of the maps of the route of the expedition, during the winter of 1779
in the quarters not far from Detroit,} in Canada. |

It is asid Capt. Bird sj’%@éussed, with his intimates’before he left Detroit, the
ide% of making the Falls of the Ohio, the object of the Expeditionm, but had not decided the
point , until they neared tha‘)’g. %%er.kzgja% learned that the force there had been deminisned
considerably , by sending a portion to,Fort Jefferson, near where Columbus Ky. now stands

thus removing any danger from help beihg sent to aid any point Bird might attack.

iV
Let us look at the map, to see if we cah,lmagination follow the enem¥s
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‘¥paving Detroit om April 12 , 1780,  Tpe Detroit River,carried them in to the waters of

Lake Erie, which they sailed until the Miami of the Rakes opemed in fromt of themmhich they
followed many miles, Thiswas what is now the Maumes river, having a large souther&%ributary
still bearing the Pioneer name of Au Glaize, QﬁVsouthern fork of which , yet named as then,

%@'@"A "fowﬁi‘g

i?nere they made a shogfige, into
4

8 direct branch of tne Big Miami, ahdahnwas the beginnlng)of the fdnal and long)sail down

to the Ohio. It was near this date that the objest of their Expedition was understood would

Lowrie River, carried them &bout the place now, of Piqua

be the center of the northern pard of Xentucky, made practicable at the moment by the flood

in the Licking Riwer . The wriser of this papexfaeply regrets that he has not found detail:s

o

of the formation of the column -how many and the several kinds of canoes, how many and the
,Qﬁf calibres of artillety, and how maay horsesﬁgaky erquired, and how the horses were transporte«

But there is suthority for saying ?here were two pieses}of light artillery, as will be

«~Seen later,
L g .
We have bub-little knowledge of the march of the Bird Expedition, but the Indians

must have delayed it to send spies to the Falls of the @hio, and to insist upon like inform=-
ation from the forts on Licking, fot"it was almost tne middle of June ,before the march up

the South fork of the Licking was begun., On the evening of the 2I st Juna?hey were within

the sound of Ruddles Station situated at the joining of Stomer and Himkston crecks, 5y the e

: G
moat!stringenﬂyrdera silenegjhad been kept in tne camp, and at day break the quiet brokeﬁ
,f\ ”

by the disehargeqof a piece of artiliery)and the crash of the gate)of Ruddles Station,

followed)instantly by the war lhoops;fistng frémathe. ohargﬁr§§ the Indians were making
through the entrance of the Fort, amid the shrieks of the”%errified, frighteneé;?ccupants.
D B

Although Capt. Bird was the very first to enter the Fort, he could not prevent the tomahaw
-king of bthe or two of ég; whites, notwithstanding his positive orders to tne force, that
such barbarity would not be permitted, on unarmed and surrendering persons, Only a very
few victems fell, but the Fort was given over to the Indians for sacking.

An indescribable scene,fgfigeuSusion , grief and misery fodlowed; man and wife
parent and cbild were separated violently, in many cases never to be again united.
Death was, in some cases, the finality of injurles, of the violence done by the asvages
in the moment of capture. By tremendous efforts Bird\and his most influencial subordinate

restored a degree of order, enabling them to bring the Indians to understand , that no one
manwwomanxor‘chilé)was to be kille%gust because they were powerless. It was seen that the



Indiana had taken the 1dea)taat the plunder would belong to the captorswno mignt be halg;ng
it, and hexnce th%:ﬁcr bling over 1timany ;fgzﬁigfndediln the struggle.

In a brief time, the warriers heard of another Fort , Martins, not a mile away
which, they began to demand to be lead against; but Bird refused to permitkny move to that end.
He talked to the arm%gntil he had gained their attentioé}nd & then explained;that thJFalumn
would take up the-régwbé® march in regular order , and fho.t every_body must obey his orders
that no one was to abuse the prisoners.Then, on arri%ng at Martins Station }11: was regularly
surrendered, but the situation was , for a moment almost as serlousas it had been at Ruddle's
Stasion zut there was no massacre, yet the captives were as roughly treated. In a very brief
time , it seemed to be understood that tha Indlans were to be allowed to carry off such p

prisoners and plunder as they could manage ,according to orders.
¥hat pen can describe the terror, helplessness, and suffering that followed

because the prisoners were unarmed and completely in the power of the savages, since the
whites outnumbered by the Indians , dreaded falling out with them. The Indians, gaveout/»
that the rivers were declining fast \and as theg )uere dependent on the streams for moving
the army , gey must start in the morning of the next day, and moveQ’ in accoraance.Bird was
agreed , and all that night the two Stations were given over to preparing to carry out
this plan. HYonths afterwards , a chief wrote to an authority in Canada" We captured
in Virginia, ( Kentucky) 340 men, women and ehildren , Who did not all reach Detroit™.
i kEad h v ads Jt—%ﬂ‘%f&‘ W
He mentioned Detroitfor the Indians had seized prisoners, in their trips to and from Kentucky,
so that the practise of remsoming présoners and delive;;ng them back to friends in Kentucky
brou:’nﬁ« large sums of money into Detroit. The deaths from captivityin this Bird Expedition
were so numerous, that but few returned to Kentucky kibasit 31 are o;ﬁ/ the list of prisoncers
remainiing in Detroit military prisons, May 16 1782, ten of ,:hem taken in the Bird Expedition
The morning of the 23rd of June 1780, the retreat was begun, hurriedly,as the
Licking had heen falling fast for hours. " The women and children ’&nd incapacited ’and horses a
and artiliery were 1Qade¢d i ring the night, and then pusied on, 'tAo reach tne Miamiand Lickin
én the flood{vzfzch was successful, and tne Expedition, was landed all togetner on the right
bank of the Ohio riverwhere Cincinnati now stands . 4 stop at this stand was made only
long enough to plan the fleet\which was to retm—ﬂbby the Gig Miami as far up ‘that stream as

the falling water would permit. Therefors, the fleet sailed with greater poption of the

warriers , the rations that were remaining , horses and cannon.



Battle of Blue Lick's Run Bega

n Here,
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SThe most of the prisoners with an ample guard, and the rest of the edition , magohed away

Yo Upavork

on the well-known trailto Piqua, an Indian old town at walch town we will leave 11:119/21'1_,<i ‘but
with heavy lossesamong all ( but thestrong and ruddy) the men , women and childaén. The Fleet,
pushed up the Big Hiamiinto above where Dayton now igwhere they hid the heavy epaft, buried
the cannon and cannon balls ( thay no shell and worried tnrough with the cances,

‘ Zmé@"l@% ANk B
following the route they had come.It mast be remembered that the greater part of the prisoners
who had maeched Northfrom the bank of the Ohio at the Licking, contimued their journey from
heretoward Detroitwhere they arrived finally , decidedly reduced in numbers; indeed, it was
appalling the handfull, only that lasted. Bird's Expedition cost many more lives that the

Battle of the Blue Licks, but it makes no such prominent figure in history.
« 7 1Ina recent paper by irse. T. L. Lafferty of Lexington )she assumed they were light

Ap/;;es of cannon, for shafts were mentioned, by old a.uthority?nd they mamed six as the ndmber

F
g

\4; ‘,;fy In a letter t2 a corporatinn in Canada, some one in the same report recommends a lir. la Duue

f of Bird's force }as an artificera}nd a zepairer of shafts- hence we mwy assume ;J;l} ;11?? cannons
f were each drawn separately by one horse . AS artillery was used at Ruddxle'ﬁ before g piece
was féred or one could be reloaded, we can surely assume , that more than one was ready,
loadeck The people of Kentucky were greatly excited by the news of the fate of Ruddle's
and nmartin's Station, causing a general cry for some punishment to be at once inflicted on
the perpetrators. But the situation of affairs was such that Col George Rogers Clark: s Was
not able to form an expedition for weeks jbut he was impelled to takeapart in.the punishment
that must be gziven as early as possibley Hence it was gladly learned tugt he would campaig n
at another tima in Ohio, when the season had advanced to a time when the coxm crop ,if it
was deatroyed could not be replanted. Wwhen Col Clark called on the fighting men\)f thestate
to meet him at an early date in August on the Onio river baméi)pposite the mouth of the
Licking, they came guickly and prompyly‘g;in light marching order, each on hiéowﬁd horse
With saddle -~bags filled withm at home, one pocket filled with raw shelled corn for the
steed)and the other with parched corn for the rider‘also a few days rations of bacon Aand
a blanket for his cold nights that might be expected. There were a few pieces of light
cannon and some fodder for the anlmals,m 80 well were they mounted“ that the little army

marchets far as I8 and 20 miles a daywith skirmishing going on p except on the first day.

nly decided stand was made at. Piqua, where the ca.nnon, thuogh 0f small callibre
was so vastly more powerful than the small arms, which the enemy were familiar with/ /
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that two days such fighting y;ra.s enough to dgmoralize }the Indiang%&ggave ground on all sides
which Clark usedgto destroy suen light improvementslgégé constituted their towns;and

usedpfire and sword for two days, and gathering his mén together}reformed and returned?in
perfect order to Kentucky, with the loss of fburteen to seventeén men killedgand omlf

a few wounded; the enemy was said to have lost seventeen killed.So impressivejwas the lesson

made by this ,that in I78I the Indians did not invade Xy. though an armed band at one or two
. ; *

|
dates ;eparatelyLrossed tne Oaio.,
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Copied froﬁ&age 49 Vol. 20 Mich. Pioneer & Histodical Collection :
Capt. Alexander lc Kee touaj. Arnet S.DePeyster
Shawnee County
Augt. 28tn 1782
Sir
dy letter of the 22d& 23rd July informing youof the reports broughtue of the Enemy's

motiﬂgi at that time , which was deliveredby theChiefs of the Standing.stone Village,
and confirmed by the Belts & Strings of Wampum in s0 earnest a manner, that could not but
gain credit with us. We had upon the occasion of the greatest Body of Indians Colleted
to an adveatgeous piece of ground near the Piccawa village that have been assembledin tha

this quarter since tihd commencement of the war » and perhaps may unever be in higher
spirits to engage the enemy, wnen the return of the scouts informed us that the accounts

we had received were false , this dispppointment notwithstanding all our endeavours to

keep them together occasioned them to disperse in disgust with each other,

The inhabitangg of this country who were the most immediately interested in keeping
in a body were the fdrst that broke off, and then we advanced toward the Ohio with up
wards of three hundred Hurons and Lake Indians i few of the Delawares , Shawanees
or iiingoes followed us. On our arrival at tha Ohio we remagned still in uncertainty
with respect to the Enemyts mbtions »and it was thougat best from hence to send scouts
to the Falls,and that the main Body should advance int.,o the Enemy's country, and en-
endevour to lead out a party from some o.f their Fortsgby,which we migint be able to
gain some certain intelligence. accordingly we crossed the Ohio and arrived the
18 inst. at one of the Enemy's Settlemsnts called Bryant's Station, but the Indiand &/
discovering their numbers pbrevented their coming out, and the Lake Indians finding
this , rush'd up the Fottand set several >ut houses onFF¥ire , but at too great a diss
ance to tnggﬁ thé\Fort the wind blowing the coﬁa&xy way. The firing continued this
day , during which time a party of about twenty of the Bnemyépproached ta:part§§
which happened not to be guarded » and baout on ehalf of them reached it, the rest
being drove back by a few Indians who were near the place, The next morning find-

ong it to no pirpose to keeﬁrp a fire longer upon the Fort as we were getting men
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killed and hé%&agsalready seversl men Lqégnded which were to be carried « Tha Indians

determined to retreat, and on the 20th reacned the Blue Licks, where we encamp't near an
advantageous Hill & expecting the Enemy would persue, determined here to wait forxigﬁi
keeping spies at the Lieks , who , on the morning of the f¥enty first discczqnnﬁi them

and at half past seven o'closk we engaged themand totally defeated them 1m a shoxt time
¥e were not much superior to them in numbers, they being about two hundred piec'k men fpom
the Settlement of KY. commanded by Col. Todd, Trigg , Boon, and Toddwith Hajors Harlin
and Mc Geary, most of whom fell in the actionm. From the best inquiry I could maxﬁﬁagcn
ghe spot , there was upwards of one hundred and forty kill'd and %aken, with near one
hundred Rifles~ several being thrown into the River that were not recovered. It was said
by the Peisoners; thst a Col Loganwas expected to join éhem woth one Hundred men more

we waited upon the ground tnis day for him, but seeing there was not much probability

of his coming , we set off and crossed the Ohiothe second day after the action.

Gaptain Caldwell and I arrived at this place last night with a design of sending some
assistance to those who bringing the Wounded Poeple , who are fourteen in number. We had
ten Indians killed with Mr.‘%?~§;:e of the Indian Dept,who by sparing the life of one of
the Enemy and endevoring to*ﬁﬁie.him Prisonsrjlost Bis owne.

To our disappointment we find no Provisions brought forward to this place , orlike=-
lihood of ahy for some t ime, and we have entirely subsisted since we left tnis on what
we got in the woods and took from thfhEnemy.

Prisoners all agree in their account that there is no talk of any Expedition from that
Guarter, nor indeed are they able without assistance from the Colonies , and that the
Militia of the country have been employed during the summer in building tioe Fort at the
Falls , and what they call a Row Galley , waich has made one trip up the River to the
mouth of the Big lMiamis, and occasioned that alarm wahich created us so much trouble.

She carries one ng;xpounder,‘gi§; four pounders &two 2 pounders, and rows eighty ore s-
she had at the big bone Lick on;ihundred nem, but being chiefly draughts from the Héei
Militia, many of 'em left her on different parts of the River. One of the FPrisoners

/~

mentions the arrival of Boats lately from Fort Pitt , and that lLetters has pass'dbetwéﬁ
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the Commanding officerof that place and ir. Clark, intimating that preparation is making

there for another Expeditionin the Indian @ountry . We have since our arrival heard some=
thing of this matter and that the particulars have been forwarded o you- i Detashment
of Rangers with a large payty of Delewares and Shawaneee are gone that way, who will
be able to discover the truth of this matter.
Ism thia day favoured with yours of the sixth of august , containing the report of
Isaac Zeans concerning the cruelties of the Indians. Itis true they have made sacrifées
to their revenge after the lMassaere of their womwe and children , some being known to be
perpetrators of it ; but it was done in my absenceor before I could reaca any of the
dplaces to interfere &Ican assure you Sir, taat there is noﬁ“a while personéggizing vin
their duty to represent to the Indians in the strongest terms the highest ébhorrense of
such conduct, as well as the bad consequences tiaat may attend it to both them and us,
being contrary to the rule of carrying oh War by civilized natibns; however it is not
improbable that Zgans may have exaggerated matters greatly, being notoriously known
for a disaffected Person, and concern'd in sending Prisoners away with Intelligence to
the Enemy, at the time @apt. Bird came out as we were then informed.
I flatter myself that I inay by this time have an answer to the letter I had the honor
of writing to the Commander in Chief in leavéng Detroit . ir Elliot.ﬁts to be the
bearer of this, who will be able to give you quny further information necessary respecti
ing matters hers.

(signed) Alex Mc Kee
Major De Pyster

( B102, p 154)
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Althouga the number of men lost at 3lue Licks, was not by any means as those, fﬂ e
xlllled, and wouaced aswell as carried captive to ﬁ“trpit\from Ruddles and Hartin
statidﬁ% yet taoe moral effect was vastly more, because the leading military men
A ‘ Note;

of the whole fightingstrengta of the commnity, had been killed. Bmsxtnere were‘?@
«9. only seven :

prisoners vn that dreadful 19tn of Augusts four of them were taken back with
heir captors to be be toitured and then killed to interest the home people,

/

b D
yet téy spared tnreezfo be regularly exﬁhanged'or ransomed;at Detroit,.
%o other battle fought on Xentucky soil was as horrible Léﬁ,ﬂt,s mortality]as &

the Bettle of the Blue Licks.

A great deal has besn recorded concerning tnis battle, waich is avalable
at the various libraries in tae state.

How fortunate for ner record it was that the great, civilzed nation of Gre
at Britian, did not employ the indians in the war}against asItBe Uthifed States 1

in the War of ISIZ.

The people of Kentucky , called on
Brige. Gkn%l Ge%rge Rogers Clark, to move azainst the Indians, %o let them feel the
weight of the anger of the State. In accordance with this wi*sh, Clark met them , agsS by
SEptember, at the mouth of the Licking, asine did in 1780, moving at once into tae
field as before.The anemy. wg%ed not, but fled , ,or made any decided Stahd, Detaching Co l.
Benjamin Logan and & suitable force, to march anead of thevmain body, he devastated the
abandoned country, ruthlessly, until the return of Logan8s column. Tae main source of
supplies had bsen utterly destroyed, so thatit was never re newed, and the Army marched
back to Kentucky, with , no loss of life, on either side.But the Indians, never again

dgise mere , invaded our State in organized foerce,
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@omplete peace for Xantugkydrduring the summer ofI78I, followed the campaign of 1780ia Ohio

lasting until August 1782, when the Indians in large force beseiged Bryant's Station, near
Lexington. Then as soon as possible , well mounted messengers were sent , on fleet norses
to spread the alarm and urged sending to them armed help. 1In seven years the settlements had
cevered a large i&éﬁé? 80 that time would be required for the coming of assistance.

Days afterwards , when the sdttlers gave time to reflect the slow way thimgs went off
during the selge , made it evident that the 1ndians , were "playing for time", in order to
give an oppértunity, for the gathering as many as possible to the spot.

Without achieving any decided damage , the Indians raised the seige , on the I8th of

sAwgust ,going towardw the ford of tne licking river ,which is as the (now) celebrated
Blue Lick Springs, where the buffalo, had for an unknown time drank tie highly charged water
s which the settlers had from the earliest times boiled down to salt . All surplus water
has ever flowed into tae Licking . The woods of the primeeval forest, save a few that had
been felled by the salt makers, grew all over every spote
One of tne whites , having great influenceamong the Indians , Bas left an offi-
coal report of the invasion of Kentucky in 1782 of the campaign ending in the battle of

the Blue Licks, whnieh is here given im order that the British side of that dreadful event

may be recorded, where Americans may read it,.

4lexander lic Kee, the writer of the report in 1782 was a middle-aged man,
8anddiéncDeputy Indian Commissioner and otherwise am important citizen.

He was borm in Pemnsylvania , had been a justice of the peace for Westmoreland
County in that state on 177Iand 1773; he had kept up a traitrous correspondence with the
British , and f;naily on.March 28 I778escaped with Matthew Elliott, Simon Girty, and oths
otners , to the Indian tribes, and made his way tﬁéGeneial Hamilton ta Detnoit)where he
had been rewarded with a Captains commission, and had been assigned to the work of instigat

ing the savage tribes 10 make was on the imericamB ssttlement in Pemn.pylvania, Virginia,
and Kentucky . He was creul but brave.

He accompanied tne Indina and Bribish expedition which fought the Battle of the
Blue Licks . dis report given here is the first intimation that Indians had direct British

asslstance . The article co-rdberatgeythe account usually given of a victorious, bloody

and general magssacre.
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How Great Britain qg%e made War in Kentucky,
Daniel Boone once sald"My wife and Daughters , were in ;775, the firat white
womeé&o stand upon the banks of tne Kentuczy River."

Thia is given to show that this epoch was co-tempo$ﬁary with the beginning of
the American Revolutlon, -tho such great distances of "flood and fieuﬁzlay betwesn
the scenes? and every asddajbrought 1it,s exciting event, so that Kentucxians
Levepe;prewented,appanentquly,from taking any interest in tane matioal contest.

Detroit, a Franch Citywn, hadas recmzly as imnaaluecoma English by thegreat
treaty, bttween énglam and E‘rance,1 g’becb’mnrimg tﬁus a great point for aeglingwith
the indians. When war came on between tne Crown and the Colonlea, the EnglishS

by money and munitions of war, enlisted, in a modé%ﬁe way, toe indiansof the
territory adjacent to the colonies. The situation West of the Alleghanies was quite
different. Xentucky was the ancient hunting ground of tae Indians, whosaw it being
o/ Yo them the country, aﬁiconquerors%h

invadc<d daily by the whites, whpn@ﬂinaiénsus nad to either drive out)or relinguisn,
and tneyfeared the time might come when tne whites would invade the lands where they
lived, North of the Ohio river. It was 2 remarkable fa.ct, tnat only one permaanent
indian village lay in Keamtucky, and it a small one, in what is now , Clark county.
By "permanent"is meantfrom seson 19 seasjfm for the indian was pryighddig/,living in
wigwams or huts, and notbyears £%?g§§§¢. Tgéy ‘nad made tne land that has become

Kentucky, & war field,among the tribestaking it for a hunting ground,of such

fury, taht it had an indian name, waich meant a ndark and bloody ground”.

Tpe Shawnese and Wyandots were tne most warlike and sowerful of the indians

living North of the Ohio river whileﬁthe Sherokies had that reputationSouth

of that stream. x¥x®xBut the world knew 4t little, about tribal distinctions

.;y,-
agg dreaded 5 all, as monsters of cruekty, and atrocity, and brave and ieirsx:

in satiablein parsuit of an enemy.
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Historywas making at a rate that spowed that thf indians had goddygrouads for

e %/VL’{: AT A
tueir dread of the whites invading tnelr terrtarias.zhame was no settlementof whites
on the banks of the Ohio, at the coming of George Rogers Clark and nls expedition in

R
May, 1778, andl.in I%EO, it washiggdthe,immigrantswere fkbting downthat stream at tue

rate of 3000 a month, though the savages made day as well as nigat hideo&% with the

ym 143 ‘f, i i/
awful crueltles *ﬁ&eylnfl tedc uoon the new comers fEoat-ing to wards the Fall of tan
ADraA AR T 2 o e & | ,
Onio. 6 degd thne Jtner roads, pack in thne mountains of V;Zginia, and NortAParolini

b3S
contributed, a roportloate daily stream of settlers.
hewinter 4

n taderinter of 1773, Cap. Jenry Bird, of the 60th Infantry, stationed

commaded éymﬁ
near Detroit,eukisted , 700 indiansin an expedition t0 kentucky,and 150 of his comma

gnt were pevperauvaed under nis legdership. To make it more formidable, two pieces .
Lo dLed

of the regular Artillery wereacuwed to the force.
The joining of the indians to the whites was a very extravagant mode of
warfare, for thindianswere wasteful in every way., What an inuian wasted would keep

2. M’f?-’\‘ww’\
a vwhite., ngeot when actually on the Warpatn, tney kgt no discipline, usually

MR Y Iy
having consideralble confusion in their camps. But all of tnem were suca masters of
el FaN
woodcraftﬂall that pertained to life in the forests, % the British used tnem f
,';/_«« ﬁ -24‘ f"i;

freely,.@p 1nborn was telr bavawer{ tnatlt seemed anossxole to restrict

/\» R T e = = T S gt 5 T TS R

them 10 ke - c171f\hed modes of maki War, #Bnce tne small massacresinflicted by the

indians. %&,almost“every uapturw" ,oefare thir nand were urestrained bJ the commandlnj%*
) i = P R s ;}

offlcer. In endyring the pains of punger, and tﬁ}rst fatiguﬂ?a loss of sleep,tney

T P —

= 7 -~ S SRy

were 1433}Q§Qle- And spekiag of the ae\ %aﬁigﬁ, it is strange, that the indians , do
N PR RS T /I/l éi/‘f‘é\

not seem to have expected any suffering from disease, to fallen upon tnelﬂ:aids,

MO . the few cases recorded of extensive
as mmpreparations were made tocombat it.

sickness,

tney have relied upon tae whites for medical attentionaand nursing. S .
They nad a min

In

gling of fickkleness, childishness, andinsubordenation, that was often most trying to thg%
commanding officer.ln s < ;
body such as was Capt., Bird's\a serious condition, arose

r
It is very ligely, that all the superio

3 +] Y /?J
offisers made careful study of the maps of tiae route of the expedition, during thewﬁnter

more tan once, but actual mutiny, did not develope.

of 1779, in the quaters not far fron Detroit, in Canada.



W e i3 Tetrord Tt
me It is said, aaaa had discussed with his intimates before he ledf Detroit

‘- making, the Falls of tannio, the object of the expedition,but had not decided;he point,
until they neared , that river. tney “Iearned that the force tnere%ad peen deminished

considerably, by sending a portion ‘to Fort Jefferson, near waere Columbus, Ky n0W gtands

A
thus removing any danger from nelp beimg sent to ald any poiq&xtngﬁu@ggnt attack » An
let
Mt as look at tae map, O see if we can in 1maelnation . fell:w e ar

ﬂ e € %ym&&
my. leaving Detrib, on Appil. I2ta, 1780, &he Detroit river , bere,ffe into tne watere

of Lake Erie, @ﬁlcniney sailed until thne Miami of the Lakes, opened in front of them , waic

they followed many miles. This was what is now the Maumee river, having a large southern

tributary, bearing the Pionecr name of Au Glaizd?ew,, aLoutnern fork of which, still ‘%{

aatel b ,f

named as tnen@Lowrie River, sexe tem about the place now of Piqua‘wnexdxtey XXX

A

mades short portage, into a direct branch of the Big Mjami, wnich wag8 the beginuning of
final and long sall down to the Ohio, It was- aﬁa%ttnis date‘the object of tney'expedition
was understood #6-be tne center of the HOré@rn part of Aentucky made practicable at the
moment by the £lood in the lLicking Biver“‘ﬁﬁe\writer of this paper, deeply regrets that
he has not found details of theformation of the column- how many and the several kinds of
canoes, how many and the zidibres calibres of artillery, and now many horses

thegrequired, and how the horses were tran89§%ed. But there is autnority for saying chere

£\

were two pieces of lignt artillery, as wiiker Dbe se=n later.
w& hav{ but little knowledge of the march of the Bird expedition, but the indians
must nave uelayed it, inorder to send spies t0 the Falls of the Ohio, and t0 insist upon

like information from the forts on Licking, for it was almost tie middle of jfiJane
i
before the march up the South fork of Lickingwas begun. On tne evening of the 2Ist, 1
/ ﬁg 110 de ¥ .08
5 g@ey WEEE werewithin%earing of sounds from Buddlea Station, at the joining #g Stoner
a A
and Hinkston creeks. 3y the most stringet order;gilence nad been kept in the
qu»Q ('t
camp, and at daybreak thexﬁ%ixnnnas broken by the dischage of apxece of artlierj
: (o3 .,1"x.7aﬁ \\)\ Ar st
and the crasn of the gate of Ruddles Station, followed imstantly thﬁe war whoops qﬁ éﬁe i
A
charge the indians were making tnrough the entrance of tiae fort, amid the sarieksof the
‘ -0
terrified , frightened occupants, Although Capt. Bird wasin tne first to enter tne fort,
,\\
ne could not prevent the toma“nwking of ome or two of the whites, notwithbtandinghis
pOSltive ordrest° the force That such barbarity would not be permitted on unarmeéd

[} nl
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{
An indescribablescene ofconfusion, grieé}nd migsery followed: man and wife paren
\ iy b Dpeath
and child, were separatedviolentﬁan many casesgnever to be again uaited. dPata was,
ﬁ

{
in some cases,the finality of injuries, of the \vilence done by the savages inthemoment
P 3

of capture. By tremendous efforts, Bird and his most influential subobdtaaaegyestored
a degree of order, enabling Zmm them 10 bring the indians to understand, thﬁ*ﬁo ons, pe
man, woman Or child was to be xkilled, just because they were powerlessi’ It Was seen

tnat the 1ndxanahad taken the idea that the plunder would be-long to the captors}who

Hanl wa )JL Wted A4 J <9677Q{:

migat be nolding it, and nence tae scrambling ﬁiﬁéttié; wﬁenawang re wounded.v
.?\

in a brief time, the warriors heard of another fort,A?ot a mile distant, waich
they began to demand to be lead agaiast, but Bird refused to permit any move to that
end .“he talked to tne army until ae nad gained their attention and then explained thnat

the cojunn would take upmtne march in regu;ar ordre, and that every body =

must obey his or:xsané gg\$£; was to abuse the prisoners. ;lnen o ORY ;r{}zifg at Kartin

statinon, it was regularly surrendered, but the situationwas for a mﬁhent almost as ha
as it had been at Ruddles station , but é%ie was no massacrg/ yet the captives were ‘

as rougnly treated.In a2 very brief time, it seemed to Dde understaod that, the indians
. A

,«

were to be allowed to carry off such prisoners and plunder as’;ey could carsy-away.
148
What pen can describe the terror, helpllessaess, and suffering that fz;}owed #ar
Pl

the prisoners were unarmed and compltely in the power of the savages, for thrxaxx: the

2 48’(”’4 ‘
1agians outnumbered by the indlans, dreaded {falling out with them. Tthe indians , gave

out that the rivers were falling fast and as thexé%;ere dependentbn thestreams for
\

moving tne army, they must start in the morning of/tne next day, and move# in acuordan
A = Y v ) 4 ds
(] / - \,’ r.r \ s \w'Lv 0
ce. Bird was agreed, and all that hight the two stations were given over to the plan.
Y, A
Months afterwards, a dhié@%, wrote to an authority in Canads, " We capturd in

Virginia( kentucky) 340men women and ?nildran ,who did not all reach Detroit. " H ention
ed Detroizj foq th xndiansnad b%eaﬁtééii;oners, in their trips to and from Xeatucky, Aﬂa
v OB
tant tneg;ansomlng of prisoners, and uellvering them back to friends in Kentucky,
brought large sums of money into Detroit. The deatns from captivityin thie Birdexpe

tion were so numerous, thatbut few returned to Kentucky.About 3Iprisoners are sadwa up

on & list of prlisoners of remaiqjlng in Detroit military prisoners, may, I6 17382,

ten of the' taken g;i;gners in Blrd 8 expedition, P
A



The morning of tae 23rd of Junme, 1780, the reireat was begun, hurriedly,

- and incapcitated, W
as thlicking had bemn falling fast for nours.The wonen and caildren D g{/
norses an@%artliiery\?ere loaded during the night, and taen pusaed on, to reach tae ma

U ) ‘ e
we Licking on the flood, whicdé%a% successful and the epedition, was landed allkftaget

] i ai i v 5ta nis cam
aer on toe rignht bank of t.e Jaio river, where Cincinnati nov s8ta nd&e&op at thi P

r
was msde, only long enough, to plan tne fleet which was% return by the Bn ,mqaml asfar
ap tant stream as tae falling watersupould permit.Therefore, the fleet sailed with th

greater portlon of the warriors, the ratlonskant were remainging,, horses and cannon.

The/aflsaners. wita an ample guard, and ten&est of the expedition, marched away on

%ﬁe well gnown trail to Piqua, ‘at waicn town we will leave tnembut witn heavy losses

!& 1
amoné#lltbut the strong and ruddy of*¥he men, women and children. The Fleet, pushed up
‘ d tne

the Big mxa‘ﬁ; 0 Above warey Dayton now Isy wnere they hnid the heavy craft, barie AS

. 3 - s s y 2 a 8.
cannon and cannon balls( tney hau,no spglds tnen)andworried througih with the cano zﬁ

g

It must be remembered, that tn??art ofttheﬂ%?f??n?f?:*wqo had marchedNorth from the
bank of the Ohio at the Licking, coninued their journeytowards Detroit, wnere they
they arrived finally, decicedly reduced innumbers; indeé%ﬁit wag appalling thae handfbkzyf b
that last.ed. Bird's Expedition cost many more lives  thanThe Battle of the Blue

Licks, but it mskes no such promiment figure in history.

«In a recent paper by lirs. W.L. lafferty of Lexingtonshe assumed they were light pieces

of cannon, for shafts were mentiomed, by old auxnority and they named six as the number.

Y { LT
WA b

In a letter to a correspondent in Canada | some one recommends a lr. La Due of Bird's
force as an artificer and ® repairer of shafts - hence we may assume all the cannons
were each drawn seperately by one horse. 4s artillery was used at Ruddle's before a piece
wag fired or one could be reloaded , we can surely assume, that more than one was ready,
Tne peopless Zentucay were greatly excited by thr news of the fate of
loaded.
Rudale,s and Martin,s stations, causing a general cry for some punish,ent $0 be
at once inflicted on the perpetrators. But the situation of affairs<wef@ wWwas &ac
such that Col.Gevrge Rogers “larxwas aot able to form an expedition for weeks, A
‘\4
n@%nnouncedxne was bound to take a part in the§ punishiment that must be given the
as early as possible. g%hce 1t was gladly learned that ne would campaugnagain
in Ohio, when tae season nad advanced to 2 time wnen the corn crop. if it was dest

oyed could not be replanted.When Col. Clark, called on tae fighting men of the



A.2.6
Of the stateto meet him on an early date ia August on the Ohio Rimer bank
opposite the iouta of Licking, they came quicklyand promptly, in ligat marching
order, each on his oJwn horse, With saddle bazs filled with corn at home, one pucCk
et filled with raw saexxed corn for the steed and the otner witégparched corn for
tne rider;%ﬁggga.few days ration of bécon ,-and a blanket for nis cold nignts yK
agfmight be expected. ﬁ&here were a few pieces of lignt cannon azd some fodder%@\\
for the animals, but so well mounted were they that, the little Army marched N
as far as i8 and £0 miles a day, with skirmishing going on, except on tie first &
day. T,e only decided stana was mag% at Piqua, where the Cammon , thougn of small
callibre, was 80 vastly more powerful than the small arms, whicia tne enemy were $,
familiar wth, tat two days such fignting was enough to demoralise tne indians
gave ground on all sides, walch Clark ased to destroy such light lmprovements tm@ﬁvﬁ
costitgzd their togg.end ased ire and sword grandly for two days, and zatnering
nis men }returned in perfect order to kentucky, Wwita tae loss of fourteen o seve
teen men killed and only a fes wounded! the enemy were said thav lost seveanteen

kiiled. The lesson was 80 impressive that, 1781, tnezindx§ns did not invade
sitan § ;‘A ik m !-\ ‘x\;ﬂ. §,} £ ék’?

{1 é]u«)"
kentucky cnaén armed banase QDL O uatQS)vros=ed/gfe Ohio.
Al

The British were not idle the jear fo,,owlng élrd i rpeultlon, as wﬁﬁ
e l)’ﬁ ki wé’ﬂ ; A ‘l Hex ~ ?9’\%\ Al & g ?H\ f 4.1 I f‘if
gnown the next 8pying , DY scoitsfrom Aentuckys Ihe conditian of affalrs ,m¢ll

A

be seen from the report of a promoaent Canadimpymsaede in dugust. 1w,
Povagreph)

“As we have used the K
s British sources, we have taken an official British report

of the Battle of the Blue Liccks, as giving the enemy ,s view,.
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