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Grant Read Chapel
Oobober 10, 1644

¥r, A1fred Nahn
1300 Bsacon Strest
Prookline, Mass,
Dear Hr. x.hn;
Thenk vou for your letter of October 6th if/which you enclosed

an o3d prayerbook of +he Garmen Army,

It ué hnppogi that the prisoners in question have been moved
to snother camp snd for the pmmt T have no use for the prayere
book, I did, howsver, find {& interesting, snd sm kooping it in

" ease there might be smﬂ f'h*mru ocongion when I mey be able to use

4%,

.
It wag thoughtful of vou o gend it in to me,
Sinocerely yours,

| Mertin M, Perley
Chaplain
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Members of Jewish Race Among
War Prisoners At Fort Custer

Revelation that members of the
Jewish race are among German
prisoners of war now confined at
Fort Custer 'was made Saturday
afterternoon by Chaplain Martin
M. Perley, Jewish chaplain at the
fort, who has administered to the
religious needs of these prisoners
at their request.

“The last thing I ever expected to
be called upon to do as a Jewish
chaplain in the United States army
was to minister to German Wwar
prisoners,” the Custer chaplain said

“When a request came to me to
furnish a Hebrew Bible for one of
the Germans who was a Calvinist
pastor in Germany before his in-
duction into the German army, o b
smiled ironically,” said Chaplain
Perley, “but I complied with his
request so he could continue his
study of the Old Testament in the
original Hebrew while serving as a
chaplain to his fellow German pri-
soners of war.”

Asked fo Visit Men

The real surprise in Chaplain
Perley’s life came, however, a few
weeks later when the director of
| the Fort Custer war prisoner eamp
| asked him to visit “a group of Jew-
ish prisoners of war who just ar-
| rived from the battlefields of Nor-
{‘mandy. AN

“T was flabergasted. “Jews in the|
Cmighty’ Nazi army? To me, 1ti
|sounded just.too incredible to be-
‘[Iieve,” the ~Jewish rabbi said. “It|
| was therefore with intense interest
|that . I gathered up some . Jewish
|prayerhqeks, GI Jewish scripture
| and mezuzahs and hastened down
‘to the war prisoner camp.

“I found the men in a separate
lcompound, There were about 20,
cand they still wore their German
| army uniforms since the prisoner of
war clothing had not been issued to
them as yet. A few could speak a
little English, and I could under-
stand a little German.”

‘“Most of them, I found, wele
half-Jews, and only one was a fuill-
blooded Jew. Some of them had

tration camps, but when the man-
power shortage in Germany became
acute, they werc drafted into Nazi
labor battalions,” Chaplain Perley
said.
Men Given Arms

United States army officials in
charge of the Fort Custer war pri-
soner camp have leariied that when
the Normandy beachhead was es-
tablished and the Allies started their
advance along the peninsula, these
men in the labor battalions were
given uniforms, arms and ammuni-
tion and were absorbed into the
German army. Some of these were
in the army only eight days when
|they were captured. 2 P
| “Despite the barbed wire enclos-
‘ure surrounding them, here was a
- group of German ‘warriors’ feeling

spent months in German concen-|.

(free for the first time in years,” the

chaplain said. “The men enthusias-
tically scooped up the religious ma-
terials I had brought with me.
Even the non-Jews among them |
took copies of the Jewish scriptures
and prayerbooks, /

“All of them were anxious to
get their processing completed and
be assigned to some work” the
chaplain added. “To me, these men,
wearing Gerinan uniforms, weze
concrete and convincing evidence
that Hitler had reached:the end
of his rope, and that Germany's
days are numbered.”
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S TwentyGermanJewsAmong
n| Nazi Prisoners at Custer

Were Taken from Concentration Camps for Nazi Labor
Battalions and Placed in Army When Germans
Suffered Manpower Shortage in Normandy

w

The suspicion that the Nazis, in spite of their sadistie
anti-Semitism, are using Jews in the armed forces whenever
they find need for them was verified at Fort Custer when
Chaplain Martin M. Perley was called upon to ‘minister to
20 men among the German prisiners who asked for Jewish
prayerbooks. K

Jewish members of the Weh}i‘v oners of war wraa - 7o
macht, who were among the
Nazis prisoners caught in Nor-|.
mandy, asked for Mezuzahs, |1
Bibles and prayerbooks. i

Swoop Up Material | o)

Chaplain Perley said that the{tl
men “swooped up the religious|o
materials enthusiastically””

While it sounded incredible to

him that there should be Jews
among the Nazi soldiers, Rabbi
i | Perley said that he found the
Jewish group in a separate com-
pound.
I Most of ‘the men were half-
Jews and only one among them
is a full-Jew, Rabbi Perley re-
ports.

FRHEERR RS

2| . Drafted for Nazi Labor ¥

- “Some had apparently spent

2 months in German concentration I

itecamps but when the manpower

/| shortage in Germany became | _

tlacute they were drafted into| A

- | Nazi labor battalions,” Chaplain | e

f | Perley stated. “D-Day found|fa
them in Normandy working on | al
fortifications.” gé

“Ministering to German 'pris-
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JEWS FROM NAZI
ARMY RUSH FOR
RELIGIOUS BOOKS

\[ : Chi. Txr buue
Captivesin U.S.Camp

Ask for Scriptures.

Fort Custer, Mich., Sept. 25 (P).—
A Jewish army chaplain told how
Jewish members of Hitler's army—
newly arrived at the Fort Custer
prisoner of war camp from Nor-
mandy—exercised their newly found
freedom by requesting Jewish
prayer books and Jewish scriptures
even before putting aside their Ger-
man army uniforms for -captive

garb.
“The men scooped up the reli-
gious materials enthusiastically,”

said Chaplain Martin M. Perley,

taking copies of the scriptures and
prayer books.”

“ Flabbergasted,” Says Chaplain.

Perley said he was flabbergasted
when the prison camp director
asked him to visit a group of Jew-
ish captives who had just arrived
from the battle fields of Normandy.

“Jews in the Nazi army?” he ex-
claimed. “It sounded incredible.
I found the men in a separate com-
pound. There were about 20 in the
group and they were still clad in
the uniform of the German army.
Some of them could speak a little
English and I could understand a
little German.

“ Most of them, I found, were
half-Jews, and only one of them was
a full Jew.

Drafted Into Labor ‘Corps.

“Some apparently had spent
months in German concentration
«camps, but when the man power
shortage in Germany became acute
they were drafted into Nazi labor
battalions. D-day found them in|
Normandy working on fortifica-
tions.”

Camp officials said that when the
beachhead was established and the

“even the non-Jews among them;

allies started their advance along
the Normandy peninsula, these men

‘man army. Some had been in the
‘army only eight days before they
were captured.

iman prisoners of war was *“ the last
thing I ever expected to be called
upon to do as a Jewish chaplain
in the United States army.”

4
were given uniforms, arms, and am- | -
munition and absorbed into the Ger- |4~

S
IS
Perley said ministering to Ger- |«
L)

ABSORBED BY ARMY

Prisoners.
was flabbergasted when

; upon to minister to a

ineredible.”
5 * L L]

in the group,” he said,
of them were half-Jews.
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FORT CUSTER— (#)—Chap-
lain Martin M. Perley said he

called
group

of German prisoners of war.
“If was the last thing I ever
expected to do as a Jewish
chaplain in the United States |
Army,” he declared. ‘“Jews in
the mighty Nazi army sounded

i CHAPLAIN Perley recounts
finding the men in a separate
compound. “There were about 20

“Most
Some

apparently had spent months in
cggcentration camps. When the
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Twenty GermanJ ewsAm'orig :
‘Nazi Prisoners at Custer

Battalions. and Placed
Suffered ‘Manpower

Were Taken from Concentration Camps for Nazi Labor
in Army When Germans

Shortage in Normandy

prayerbooks.

Jewish members of the Wehr-
macht, who were among the
Nazis prisoners caught in Nor-
mandy, asked for ‘Mezuzahs,
Bibles and prayerbooks.

Sweop Up Material
Chaplain Perley said that the
men “swooped up the religious
materials enthusiastically.”
While it sounded incredible to
him that there should be Jews
among the Nazi soldiers, Rabbi
Perley said that ‘he found the
Jewish group in a separate com-
pound. ;

Most of the men were half-
Jews and only one among them
is a full Jew, Rabbi Perley re-
ports. :
Drafted for Nazi Labor
“Some had apparently spent
months in German concentration
camps but when the manpower
shortage in Germany became

npower shortage in Germany
!'l;:eat‘:alr)ne acute they were drafted
into Nazi labor battalions._”_

According to Custer officials
when the Allies started ad-
vancing on the Norman beach-
head, these men were absorbed
into the German army. Some
had been in only eight days be-
fore their capture.

— - -

acute they were drafted into
Nazi labor battalions,” Chaplain
Perley stated. “D-Day found

‘them  in Normandy working on

fortifications.”
“Ministering fo German pris-

_The suspicion that the Nazis, in spite of their sadistic
anti-Semitism, are using Jews in the armed forces whenever
they f1pd need for them was verified at Fort Custer when
Chaplain Martin M. Perley was called upon to minister to
20 men among the German prisoners who asked for Jewish

oners of war was the Jast thing
I ever expected to be called upon
to do as a Jewish chaplain in the
_U, S. army,” he added, describ-
ing how the men reacted to their
newly-found freedom, even
though they are considered pris-
oners of war.

Camp officials stated that
‘when the beachhead was estab-
lished and - the Allies started
their advance along the Nor-
mandy peninsula, the Jews from
the labor battalions were given
uniforms, arms and ammunition
and were absorbed into the Ger-
man army. Some had been in the
army only eight days when they
were captured. :
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Give Custer Chaplain a Jolt

FORT CUSTER, Mich., Sept. 23.
—A Jewish chaplain told today how
Jewish members of Hitler's Wehr-
macht—newly arrived at the Fort
Custer prisoner of war camp from
the beach of Normandy—exercised
their newly-found freedom by re-
questing Jewish prayer books,
' Jewish scriptures and Mezuzahs
even before putting aside their Ger-
man army uniforms for captive
garb.

“The men swooped up the re-
ligious materials enthusiastically,”
Chaplain Martin M. Perley de-
‘clared, “even the non-Jews among

them taking copies of the scrip-|

tures and prayer books.”

Chaplain Perley said he was

|“tlabbergasted” when he received a

call from the director of the pris-

oner of war camp asking him to
vigit a group of Jewish captives
who had just arrived from the
battlefields of Normandy.

“Jews in the mighty Nazi army!”
he exclaimed. “It sounded in-
credibie. I found the men in a
separate compound: There were
about 20 in the group and they
were still clad in the uniform of the
Germany army. Some of them
|could speak a liftle English and I

d

=1

could understand a little German.

“Most of them, I found, were|
half-Jews, and only one of 'them
was a full Jew. Some had appar-
ently spent months in\ German
concentration camps but when the
manpower shortage in Germany
became acute they were drafted
into Nazi labor battalions. D-day
found them in Normandy working
on fortifications.” :

J:!u:::orélix'xgtj to "+ camp officials,
when the beachhead was estab-
lished and the Allies started their
advance along the Normandy
peninsula, these men were . given
uniforms, arms and ammunition
and absorbed into the German
army. Some had been in the army
lonly eight days before they were
captured. e

Chaplain Perley said ministering
to German prisoners of war was
“the last thing I ever expected to
be called upon to do as a Jewish
chaplain in the United States
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 TwentyGermanJews Among
Nazi Prisoners at Custer

Woere Taken from Concentration Camps for Nazi Labor
Battalions and Placed in Army When Germans
Suffered Manpower Shortage in Normandy

The suspicion that the Nazis, in spite of their sadistic
-anti-Semitism, are using Jews in the armed forces whenever
| they find need for them was verified at Fort Custer when
Chaplain Martin M. Perley was called upon to minister to
20 men among the German prisoners who asked for Jewish
| prayerbooks.

Jewish members of the Wehr-
macht, who were among the
| Nazis prisoners caught in Nor-
‘mandy, asked for Mezuzahs,
| Bibles and prayerbooks.

oners of war was the last thing
I ever expected to be called upon
to do as a Jewish chaplain in the
U. S. army,” he added, describ-
ing how the men reacted to their

Army.”

] CASH IN 48 HOURS

for your home, flat, stors, apt., anywhere in
Detroit. Ovet $9,469,700 sold jn 1843,
BENJ. RICH, 12545 LINWOOD, Townsend
3-4585.—Adv.
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Swoop Up Material
Chaplain Perley said that the
men “swooped up the religious
materials - enthusiastically.”
While it sounded incredible to
him that there should be Jews
among the Nazi soldiers, Rabbi
Perley said that he found the
Jewish group in a separate com-
pound.
Most of the men were half-
Jews and only one among them
is 'a full Jew, Rabbi Perley re-

newly-found freedom, even
though they are considered pris-
oners of war.

Camp officials . stated ‘that
when the beachhead was estab-
lished and  the Allies started
their advance along the Nor-
mandy peninsula, the Jews from
the labor battalions were given
uniforms, arms and ammunition
and were absorbed into the Ger-
man army. Some had been in the
army only eight days when they

Iports.
| Drafted for Nazi Labor

“Some had apparently spent
months in German concentration
|camps but when the manpower
ishortage in Germany ' became
| acute they were drafted into |
| Nazi labor battalions,” Chaplain |
Perley stated. “D-Day found
'them in Normandy working on|
fortifications.” ‘
“Ministering to German pris-|

were captured.
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Jews in Nazi Army!

German Army uniforms for cap-aski

Fort Custer, Mich, Sept. 25
(AP)—A Jewish Army chaplain
told how Jewish members of Hit-
ler’s Wehrmacht—newly arrived
at the Fort Custer prison-of-war
camp from Normandy—exercised
their newly-found freedom by re-
guesting Jewish prayer books,
Jewish scriptures and r_nezuzal'}s
even before putting aside their

NEW

tive garb. : :
“The men scooped up the reli-
gious materials enthusiastically,”
Chaplain Perley declared, “even
the non-Jews among them taking
copies of the scriptures and pray-
er books.”
Perley said he was “flabber-
gasted” when he received a call
from the prison camp director

e w

& %him fo \'Figsrit the Jewish
captives. : i
“Jews in the mighty Nazi

army?”’ he exclaimed. “It sound-"
ed incredible. I found the men

in a separate compound. There
were about 20 in the group and
they were still elad in the uniform
of the Germany army. Some of
them could speak a little English
and I could understand a little
German.

“Most of them, I found, were
half-Jews, and only one of them
was a full Jew. Some had appar-

ently spent months in Germans

DE
working on fortifications.”

plives Here Ask for Scriptures
'h‘ be concentration camps, but when

the manpower shortage in Ger-
many became acute they were

drafted into Nazi labor battalions.

Day found them in Normandy

INAZLARMY JEWS CAPTIVES K lameteo

Custer Chaplain ‘Flabber gasted’
When Call Comes to Visit Them

Originally Employed as Workers, They Were

FORT CUSTER -(#)- A Jewish
army chaplain told Monday how
Jewish members of Hitler’s Wehr-

macht — newly arrived at Fort
Custer prisoner of war camp from
the beach of Normandy — exer-
cised their mnewly-found freedom
by requesting Jewish prayer books,
Jewish scriptures and Mezuzahs
even before putting aside their
German army uniforms for cap-
tive garb. “The men scoaped up
the religious materials enthusias-
tically,” Chaplain Martin M Per-
ley declared, “even the non-Jews
among them taking copies of the
scriptures and prayer books.

Chaplain Perley said he was
| “flabbergasted” when he received
a call from director of the pris-
loner of war camp asking him to
visit a group of Jewish captives
who had just arrived from the
battle fields of Normandy.

“Jews in the mightly Nazi army?”
he exclaimed. “It sounded incred-
ible”” I found the men in a sepa-
rate compound, There were about
20 in the group and they were still
clad in the uniform of the German
army. Some of them could speak
a little English and I could under-
stand a little German, »

Absorbed into Normandy Defense Army.

By CHARLES E. MARENETTE

half-Jews, and ounly one of them
was a full Jew. Some had appar-
ently spent months in German con-
centration camps but when the
manpower shortage in Germany be-
came acute they were drafted into
Nazi labor battalions. D-day found
them in Normany working on for-
tifications.”

According to camp officials, when
the beachhead was established and
the Allies started their advance
along the Normandy peninsula,
these men were given uniforms,
arms and ammunition.and absorbed
into the Germany army. Some had
been in the army only eight days
before they were captured.

Chaplain Perley said ministering
to German prisoners of war was
“the last thing I ever expected to
be called upon-to do as a Jewish
chaplain in the U. S. army.”

He recalled the irony of a recent
request one of the prisoners made
for a Hebrew Bible, The prisoner,
a former Calvinist pastor in Ger-
many before *his induction into the
army, told Chaplain Perley he
wished to continue his study of the
Old Testament in the original
Hebrew, while he was serving as

a chaplain to his fellow German
prisoner§ of war.

“Most of them, I found, were
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Friday, October 6, 1944

ten noch niemals begegnet, wedery
der Treppe noch auf der Strasse.

Er
geht selten aus, er ist ™a seiner schwe-
ren Aufgabe ganz und gar in Anspruch

genommen. Es ist nicht leicht, bis zu
ihm vorzudringen; man muss Sekreti-
rin und Empfangsdamen an vergitterten
Fenstern und mehrere Bureaus passie-
ren. Oft muss ein gewohnlicher Zivilist
drei Wochen lang warten, ehe er den
Prisidenten zu sehen bekommt; inzwi-
schen verliert das erbetene Interview
seinen Sinn, und der Biusteller gibt
seinen Warteposten auf.

Ich konnte den Prisidenten bei seinen
Besuchen in unserer Schule sehen. Es
ist ein grosser, stimmiger Mensch mit
einem breiten, unerschiitterten Gesicht.
Er ist immer schwarz gekleidet und
triigt eine Brille. Er hat einen durch-
dringenden aber milden Blick. Ich habe
ihn niemals licheln sehen; aber das jst
wohl ganz natiirlich angesichts seiner
schweren Verantwortung, Jeden Tag mit
den Deutschen  verhandeln zu miiseen
und gleichzeitic die Klagen und Vor-
wiirfe einer hungernden, verbitterten,
misstrauischen Bevilkerung zu ertragen
— diese Aufgabe ist gewiss nicht be-
neidenswert. Ich wundere mich nicht,
dass er immer so diister ist.

Jedesmal, wenn Czerniakow unsere
Schule besucht, wird er von Ingenieur
Jaszunski, dem Direktor des ganzen
Gemeinde-Schulwesens, hegleitet. Jas-
zunski ist fast ebenso gross wie Czer-
niakow, er hat einen Spitzbart und
dicke Augenbrauen, die seinem milden
Gesicht einen noch milderen Ausdruck
verlethen. FEr ist ein Mann grossen
Wissens-und hat an unserer Arbeit
viel Interesse. Sie sehen sich Portraits,
Zeichnungen, moderne Beschriftung,
Blaupausen fiir Gebinde und technische
Zeichnungen an. Wir haben gar nicht
gemerkt, dass wir in kurzer Zeit grosse
Fortschritte gemacht haben, Als ich in
die Schule kam, wusste ich nicht, wie
ich einen Bleistift halten sollte; ich
habe in diesen zwei Monaten viel ge-
lernt.

Nazis inspizieren eine Schufe
27. April 1941.

Heute haben die Deutschen wieder

cinmal unsere Schule inspiziert.  Seit

einiger Zeit kommen sie immer ofter.

Sobald ihre graven Automobile in un.

serer Strasse erscheinen, und wir durch

SactRaned it sl SR

Ein Bericht des Chaplain Perley an den

k. h. Der in Fort Custer, Michi-
gan, stationierte jiidische Feld-
geistliche Captain Martin M. Per-
ley wurde kiirzlich zu deutschen

Kriegsgefangenen im  dortigen
Kriegsgefangenen-Lager gerufen,
Es handelte sich um ZWanzig

“nichtarische” deutsche Kriegsge-
fangene, die wenige Tage nach der
Invasion in Frankreich von den
Amerikanern gefangen genommen
wurden und die jetzt in Amerika
angekommen sind,

Die ‘“nichtarischen” Kriegsge-
fangenen waren in einer besonde-
ren Abteilung des Gefangenenla-
gers untergebracht., Die meisten
waren Halbjuden, das heisst ein
Elternteil war jiidisch, und nur
einer war Volljude. Einige waren in
deutschen Konzentrations-Lagern

interniert gewesen, aber als die
Nazis Arbeiter brauchten, waren
sie in Arbeitshataillone der+Orga-
nisation Todt gesteckt worden. Am
D-Day arbeiteten sie an Befesti-
gungen in der Normandie. Als die
Alliferten immer weiter vordran-
gen, erhielten sie Uniformen und
Waffen und wurden der deutschen
Armee einverleibt. Einige der Ge-
fangenen waren nur acht Tage-in
der Armee, bevor sie gefangen ge-
nommen wurden. ;

In einem Bericht an den “Auf-
bau” schreibt Chaplain’  Perley:
“Das ist eine Gruppe von deut-
schen ‘Kriegern’ in einem ameri-
kanischen Kriegsgefangenenlager,
die sich zum ersten Male in Jah-
ren frei fiihlten, trotz des Stachel-
drahtes um sie herum?”,

Perley hatte jiidische Gebetbii-

,,DEutsEhe” Juden aIs_U.S.ﬁ;KrieégéefangEne

"Aufbau"

cher, Schriften fiir amerikanisch-
jidische Soldaten und Mezzuzin
mitgebracht, die von den “nicht-
arischen” Kriegsgefangenen freu-
dig in Empfang genommen wur-
den. Alle “waren sehr begierig,
dass .der Uebergangsprozess, in
dem: sie _sich befinden, beschleunigt
und ihnen schnellstens Arbeit zu-

gewieseir wird.
“Dass ich als amerikanischer
Feldgeistlicher einmal deutsche

Kriegsgefangene zu betreuen ha-
ben wiirde, hitte ich im Traume
nicht erwartet”, schloss Chaplain
Perley seinen Bericht. “Fiir mich
sind diese Leute, die deutsche Uni-
formen tragen, ein konkreter und
tiberzeugender Beweis dafiir, dass
Hitler sein Ende erreicht hat und
dass die Tage von Deutschland ge-

zahlt sind”. - <

Es ist mein zweiter Frihling im
Ghetto. Auf den Gemiisewagen sieht
man nur schmuddelige Kohlriiben und
alte Karotten vom vorigen Jahr. Dane-
ben stehen Wagen mit ibelriechenden
Fischen — winzige Fische, die schon
faulen., Ein Pfund kostet ein Zloty.
Diese Fischchen sind jetzt das wichtig-
ste Nahrungsmittel im Ghetto, das ein-
zige, dessen unbeschriinkten Verkauf
die Deutschen gestatten. Allerdings
kann man auch Fleisch, Huhn und so-
gar richtigen Karpfen zum Sabbath
kaufen, Man braucht nur in den Ba-
sar in der Leszno-Strasse zu gehen,
um alles zu bekommen, was das Herz
begehrt. Nur kostet Huhn Zwanzig
Zloty das Pfund; koscheres Fleisch und
Fisch sind noch teurer. Nur die, die
eine grosse Barreserve haben, kénnen
sich solchen Luxus gestatten, und es
gibt nur noch wenige Wohlhabende im
Ghetto.

Die Gemeindekiichen sind noch offen.
Dort kann man fiir dreissig Groschen
ein Gericht Suppe bekommen, die aus
heissem Wasser besteht, auf der eine
Kartoffel schwimmt, Die Gemeindever-

waltung hat auch eine Kiiche fiir ihreI
Angestellten. watman. cins Qumas ooty

zosischer Seide mit grossen Blumen-
mustern.

Die elegante Welt trifft sich im Café
Sztuka (Sztuka-Kunst) in der Leszno-
strasse, dem beliebten Lokal des Ghetto.
An vornehm gedeckten Tischen ergotzt
sich die feine Welt des Ghetto zu den
Kléngen eines ausgezeichneten Orche-
sters, Cenau wie vor dem Krieg
schwatzen sie .iiber die letzten Mode,
Ilier kann man auch die beriihmte Sin-
gerin Vera Gran hiren, die einen rie-
sigen Erfolg hat. Es gibt noch mehr
Cafés in der Lesznostrasse. Wladislaw
Spielman spielt im Café “Pod Fontana”,
(Unter der Fontine.)

Im kleinen Ghetto, in der Ogrodowa-
Strasse, hat sich ein Gartencafé etabliert
“Bajka™ (Mirchen). Die Tische stehen
auf der Strasse, es gibt dort ein wenig
Gras und zwei Biume. Das Café steht
auf dem Grund eines vollig zerbombten
Hauses. Auf einer Seite steht noch eine
Mauer mit ausgebrannten Fenstersfnun-
gen. Das ist ein ausgezeichneter Hin-
tergrund. Daneben liegt der “Strand”
— ein Kleiner Platz, auf den man Liege-
stithle gestellt hat. Fiir zwei Zloty kann
man dort

n

T LSt e

i k
den ganzen Tag in der Sonne |

von der Luft, die sie jenseits des Ghet-
tos auf den Feldern geatmet haben,
aus ihrven Riicksicken gucken rote Ra-
dieschen und goldbraune, junge Karot-
ten heraus. Jeder bringt einen Laib
frisches Brot mit, das sie von den
Bauern bekommien haben. Offiziell ist
es verhboten, Brot ine Ghetto mitzuneh-
men, aber in diesem Fall driicken die
Deutschen ein Auge zu, weil sie die
Arbeitskraft dieser jungen Menschen
brauchen.

Toporel versucht, so viel Gemiise wie
moglich im Ghetlo zu pflanzen, Die er-
sten auf Ghettogrund gezogenen Ra-
dieschen sind auf dem Markt erschie-
nen. Diese lokale Gemiisezucht er-
leichtert den Verkauf des eingeschmug-
gelten Griinzeugs. Hie und da sieht
man kleine Spinatbiindel auf den Kar-
ren, und in einigen Schaufenstern hat
sogar der vornehme Spargel Einzug ge-
halten — ‘zu 8 Zloty das Pfund. Auch
junge Zwiebeln siht es, in grosser
Menge, zu zwanzig Groschen ein Biin-
del. Sie werden in Tépfen und Kisten
gezogen, auf Dachern, Fensterbrettern
und in allen méglichen Ecken und Win-
eln.

e —

™

gesellschaft gegriindet haben. Es sind
Wagen aus Holz mit Fenstern, und sie
sehen wie gewdhnliche Omnibusse aus.
Der obere Teil ist gelb gemalt, der un-
tere blau; in der Mitte befindet sich ein
weisser Davidsstern mit der Inschrift
TKO (polnische Abkiirzung fiir Omni-
bus-Transportgesellschaft). Auf hohen
Rédern fahrend, sieht das ganze Fuhr-
werk wie eine riesige gelbblaue Arm-
binde aus. Der Fahrer und der Konduk-
teur tragen ganz besonders dunkle Uni-
formen. Eine Fahrt kostet zwanzig Gro-
schen. Oft hilt der Fahrer mittendrin
an, um “zu tanken”, d. h. die abgema-
gerte, schwitzende Mihre zn trinken,
die kaum imstande ist, den iiberfiillten
Wagen zu zichen,

Diese Omnibusgesellschaft ist ein
Privatunternehmen. Ausser Kohn und
Heller gibt es noch eine Anzahl klei-
ner Aktionidre; man munkelt aber, dass
die Hauptaktionire die Herren der Ge-
stapo sind, die die Erlaubnis zn diesem

Unternehmen gaben.
*

" (Autorisierte 'bersetzung von Mary

Graf. Jede Art von Nachdruck ver-
boten.)

Wiedergutmachung an Juden durch
slowakische Partisanen

Eine deutsche Radiomeldung be-
richtet, dass in den Teilen der Slo-
wakei, die von den Partisanen be-
freit wurden, “arianisiertes” jidi-
sches Eigentum an die urspriing=
lichen Besitzer zuriickgegeben wor-
den sei. Auch in Bulgarien soll,
wie Aussenminister Staynov des
neuen bulgarischen Kabinetts einem
Korrespondenten der JTA gegen-
tber versicherte, den Juden das kon-
fiszierte Eigentum zuriickerstattet
werden; ausserdem sollen jiidische
Schulen unterstiitzt, und alle jii-
disch - sozialen Institutionen wie
Krankenhiiuser, Altersheime, Wai-
senhéiuser usw. wieder eingerichtet
werden,

Das Joint Distibution Committes
hat eine Forschungs-Abteilung ein-
gerichtet, die das Material iiber den
Status und die Lebensbedingungen

der Juden in den verschiedenen
Lindern sammeln und interpretie-
ren soll. Leiter der neuen Abtei-

Iung ist der bekannte Sozial-Wirt=-
schaftler Professor Nathan Reich,

Kaufe War Bonds!
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F’%mm 2 Custer, Mich:, Chote \

Jain Martin M, Perley writes that
he has beent assigned 1o conduct
cervices at the Fort's prisoner of
war camps js is anusual be-
cause Chaplai® Perley is 2 Jews

| formerly 2 yabbi of the House

of JYsrael Congregation at Hot

a
. he related. “On subsequent visitss
non-Jews welcomed M€ an
\ reached for The prayer books and
bibles 1 brought with me.”

Jewish
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GRANT ROAD CEAPEL
31 Ootober 1944

Rabbi Issac Toubin
CANRA _
¥ational Jewigh Welfare Board
145 Bast 32nd Street
New York 16, N.Y.
Dear Issac,

Where have you been all thisg time? It wae you who oulled
from my July repert the paragreph dealing with the Jewigh Prison-
erg-of-War and sent it to your publie relations depariment, Migs
Karpf released the item and 1%t sppeared in P.M, last August, She
end several other newspspers pressed me for o mors detached repert,
which T wrote and submitted to the War Dept. in Washington D.C. fer
olearance. The imegouleted version was released by the Fort Custer
Public Relationg Officerto the A.P., U.P., and I.N.8., and subse-
quently appesred in varying forms in practicslly every newspaper im

the counbtry.

Bince you appewemitly did not see the authorized version I ene
elose & copy herewith, '

With 811 best wishes,
Bondéedly yours,

Martin M, Perley
Chaplain
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ATIONAL JEwisH WELFARE BOARD

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF YMHA's, YWHA's and JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS
MEMBER OF THE UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, INC. {(U. s. 0.}

FRANK L. WEIL, President =+ IRVING LEHMAN, Honorary President - LLOYD W.
DINKELSPIEL, MRS. WALTER E. HELLER, CARL M. LOEB, Jr., DONALD OBERDORFER,
WALTER ROTHSCHILD, MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Vice-Fresidents =+ MAX WILNER.
Treasurer + MERWIN R. HASKEL, Ass't. Treasurer *+ JOSEPH ROSENZWEIG, Secretary
RALPH K. GUINZBURG, Ass't. Secretary * LOUIS KRAFT, Executive Director >

145 EAST 32nd STREET
NEW YORK, 16, N. Y.

ARMY and NAVY COMMITTEE LExington 2-4949

WALTER ROTHSCHILD, Chairman; COL. MAX R. WAINER, Vice-Chairman; BENJAMIN RABINOWITZ, Directer

COMMITTEE on ARMY and NAVY Ostobes 25, 136

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

Rabbi David de Sola Pool, Chairman
Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner,
Administrative Chairman

Rabbi Louvis M. Levitsky, Yice-Chairman Ch&plain Martin M. Perley
and Chairman, Executive Committee o8 0

Rabbi Joseph H. Lockstein, Yice-Chairman 0 51105

Chaplain Max A. Braude Post Cha.pel

Rabbi Max D. Davidson FOI‘t Custer, Michigan

Rabbi William Drazin

Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof

Chaplain Joshua L. Goldberg, USNR Dea ine
Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein g Martln
Rabbi Robert Gordis

:::t;: j\:r::rsn (:;t irlr:rison Bey, what iz the big idea of scooping us! The papers
e have been full of material about your relations with Jewishe-
Rabbi Simon G. Kramer German war prisonerse

Rabbi Leon S. Lang

Chaplain Aryeh Lev

Rabbi Joshua Loth Liebman 5 Fools

e o e Can you give us the deteils end a complete story?
Rabbi Elias Margolis

L, Cel. A. A. Melniker 3 ;
Chaplain Emanvel Rackman Slnceraly’
Chaplain Bernard Segal -

Lt. Col. Morton A. Seidenfeld

Chaplain Charles E. Shulman, USNR ~
Rabbi Milten Steinberg

Robbi Elkan C. Yoorsanger

Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein :
Executive Director ' ISAAC TCUB IN

Rabbi Isaac Toubin
Assistant Executive Director
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AMERICAN RED CROSS

179th Gen. Hosp.
APO 17173

¢/o PM, NY, WY,
1 October 1944

D Che in P
ear Ijaplaln erley, /_‘L\M 31“3‘7
While passing/the hour
on the deck of this TeEn 2-

cross the enclosed article in the New
York Daily Mirror of 26 September 1944,

L thought thet you might
be 1nterested in it a2nd.am enclosing
it for your use.

You may remember me as
one of your congregation of last fpll
when I was at Fort Custer.

Please remember me to
Sam Kurzon. i

Yours truly,

(2

/Jack P. Hamovitz,
L2 ‘Brivote,
52715815
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GRANT ROAD CHAPEL
31 October 1944

Pvt, Jack Hamovitz
32715818
179th Gen, Hosp.
AP 17173, o/o PM,
RGW bef‘k. E’OYS
Dear Himovits,
Thank you for sending me the clipping from the New York Daily
Mirrors The item eppeared in most newspapers throughout the ocoun-

try, but T hadn't geen thig vergion of it.

I note that since you left Custer you have Joined the Medies.

Iff I remember éorraotly you were an M,P, here,

I hope that you will find your overseas experience interesting
and that it wen't be long before you will be able to return to this

country,
With kindest regards and all best wishes,

8ineerely yours,

Martin M, Perley
Chaplain, Captain

2574
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GRANT ROAD CHAPEL
October 13, 1544

Mr, A, Leon Xubowltzki
World Jewish Congrees
1834 Broadway
New York 23, ¥.TY.
Dear Mr, Kubowitski, |
Thank you for your letter of October 11, ahd) for the caution

contained therein,

It s0o heppens that these men hawe been transferred to another
camp for anti~Nazls, I don't thinlk-thet you need worry sbout them

putting anything over becauss officlally thece men are prigoners-ofe

war, The only speoial congideration ghown them e that they are

kept seperately fvom the Nazi prisoners. for ‘bh’ir m'prutoctian.

As prisoners<of-wer they are well trested in agcordance with the
Geneva oconvention, and while they were at Custer they were mot the
recipdents of any toubsidet charity at the hands of our commumity,

ﬂneereiy yours,

Martin ¥, Perley
Chaplein
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL « CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

LONDON

55 New Cavendish St, W 1

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 1979

JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi P, 0. B. 471

MONTREAL
1121 St. Catherine St. W

MEXICO CITY
Sonora 174-4

R 34

1834 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, 23, N. Y.

Casres: Coneress, NEw YoRK
TerepHoNE: CIgcLe  6-1900

October 11, 1944

Chaplain lartin M. Perley
Fort Custer
Michigan

Dear Chaplain Perley:

I read in the press the report about some twenty German
half-Jewish we.r prisoners who were captured in Normandy
and who asked for Jewish prayer books after their arrival
at Fort Custer.

I realize how moving an experience this must have been for
you; this story certeinly adds another tragic chapter to
the tragedy of the Jewish people in Zurope.

I consider it my duty, however, to call your attention to
the fact that we have reliable reports regarding Nazis

who are posing as Jews in meny liberated regions in Burope,
in order to evade the punisklment which they are destined
to suffers I need not stress how dangerous thess quislings
of a new brand could be in many respects.

Let us hope that those German prisoners who are now under
your care are really entitled to be members of our community
end to receive the benefit of our charity.

Sincerely yours,

ALE:bg
Head, Rescue Deparitment
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AUFBAU

American Jewish Weekly in German and Ewnglish
Published by the New World Club, Inc.

MANFRED GEORGE. EDITOR

October 5, 1944

Chaplain Mertin M, Perley
Grant Road Chapel
Fort Custer, Mich,

Dear Reverend Perley:

Thank you very much far your letter of

September 29th. We are sending you herewith a clipping of
the article we wrote about the infarnation you were kind encugh

to let us have.

If you should be in a position to learn
more about those prisoners of war, we:would appreciate it very
much indeed if you could have suchk information censored and them
passed on to us, Anything further you can tell us is of

greatest interest,
%W
ellmer

Assistant Editor
Office: &7 West 44th Street, New York 18, N. Y. . .  Telephone: VAnderbilt &-3168

Again, many thenks,
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@»ant Road Chapel
Ootober 5, 1944

Mr, Pred Ogwld

815 W 18th Street
Oklahome City 6, Okla.
Dear MNr, Ogwald,

In reply to your letter of September 30th/ the presence of
some Jewg in Hitler's Wehrmacht is explainied simply by the faot
thet they were forced into service in desperation when Hitler's
menpower problem became oritioal. Mrese men wers taken out of
goncentration camps and first M a1l placed in labor battalions.
Vhen our armies overran Norfindy they were put inte uniform and
éncorporated into the Carmen army, WNeedless to ﬁy they sure

rended at the firét)opportuntty without putting up emy kind of
/_

- tmfenTrom
resistanse,/ They certainly hed no ides of fighting for Hitler's

idenls,
I do not Jmow how meny were captured,

8incerely yours,

| , Martin M, Perley
MP/sb ~ Chaplain
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OKLAHOMA CITY OKLAHOMA
815NW 18th Street

September 30,1944.

Chaplain Martin M.Perley
Fort Custer,Mich.

Dear Chaplain Perley:

Enclosed article was published in the Okla-
homan newspaper "TIMES" of Oklahoma City,Okla.
and I would greatly appreciate furthe€r infor-
mations in order to shed some more-light on
this stexy.

May I therefore take your time and ask you
for an answer of a few questions which seem
to me the most importantsones in this affair?

1.)How is it possiblec'to see Jewish members

in Hitler's Wehrmacli<

As long as the NaziN\gang is in power Hitler
always denied an‘active part of any Jew for

the so called "great cause"of the German nation.

2.) And if so¢/ Who are those Jews fighting
for Hitlexrts ideals? Where did they come from?
How many got captured?

ExpreSsing my sincere thanks,I remain

oura

; /
FRED OSWALD

oo/

Bncl.: 1 env.,
FO/s.
e .-T-""t—'-__ﬁ—._‘__;}.————-—-......r-—— A —
f Ca t: I'Ed e Jewish members of Hitler' 3 :
. ! : S weh R g

i F P S J Wa ASk ;_ne“';y arrived at Fort 'Cusete:'m;gslf Eg;irgg%rman AP Mallomns Jor.cap- |
8 or Pra 15 N of war camp from the beach of | “The m q '
\ ; men S
3|"or frayer Books Normandy—svercied - therr " mewiye | gl ieoched U8 he rellous
#| FORT CUSTER, Mich, Sept. 25— cocom. by Tequesting Jewish red, “even the

Martin M. Perley declared, “even th

g o § 4 e ‘
non-Jews among them taking copies .
of the scriptures and prayer books.”

brayer books, Jewish scriptures
Mezuzahs even before pufting asai%g

T e
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THE JEWISH NEWS

A Weekly Review ﬁ of Jewish Events

2114 PENOBSCOT BLDG. : e DETROIT 28, MICHIGAN

Randolph 7956

Sept. 28, 1944

Chaplain Martin M. Perley
Grant Road Chapel 0-511050
Fort Cugter, Mich.

Dear Chaplain

On account of Yom Kippur, with our forms closing earlier,
I did not receive your copy and photograégZEime. However, we used
the enclosed story.

T would like\ to hodd the photograph for a 1ittle while
and to use it with a‘biographical sketch of yourself and a brief
article, Pleasé think of something newsy and send it along.

“Best wishes for =z Happy Year.

Sincerely,

Philip Slomovitsz
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Grant Road Chapel
September 29, 1044

Mrs, Hamneh Palmboum

. 2842 Parkwond Avenue

Baltimore 17, Marylend

Dear Mrs. Palmboum,
Since the repert of the presence of Jews dnd Half-Jews among
the German prisoners-of-war st Fort Custcr. wag releaged to the newse

papers theme men have been transferred.to shother cemp,

For any possible infomaﬁon regarding your nephew I would
gugrest vou communicsate =ith fho Priwﬁ_or«-of-!ar Information Bureanu
of the Provest Marshal Cenersl's Office, Washingtom, D.C, Thés
burean has a complete (et of tIﬁ‘I German prisoners-of=war in thig

country,

Singerely -&cﬁ;}:n,

Martin M, Perley
Chaplain
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ARMY SERVICE FORCES
SIXTH SERVICE COMMAND
FORT CUSTER, MTCHIGAN

29 September 1944

Mrg, Herthe Ogborne
2700 Marion Avenue
New York 58, N.,Y,
Dear Mrs, Osborne,
Replying to your letter of Beptember 26th T have checked with
the officlels @t the Prigonsr~of=-War Camp'at Fort Custer, end find

that they do not have any prigoner by, the nsme of Berthold Schwers,

If you have net yet done go 1 ﬁuld suggest that you write to
the Provest Marshall General's Office in Washingten D, C, ATTENTION
Prisoner-of-War Informstisn Bureau, This offiece h;s the comrlete
record of all the Gérman prigonersg-ofewer in the eountry, snd if your
brother has beer-Brought here they will be able to give you the

information.

fincerely vours,

ﬁartin M. Perley
Cheplain




2700 Mzrion Avenue
New York 58, N. Y.
September 26, 1944

Dear Chaplain Perley:

This evening I read the attached article
in the New York Post and wish to appeal to you
for any possible &id you may be able to.aive me.

Lbout 5 years ago my sister‘aud I came
from Vienna, leaving our parents and,vyounger
borthier benind.

oince war with Germany wéds declared, we
maturally have had no word fxom our family.

Several weeks agowhile glancing through
"Look Magazine", dated #iugust £2, 1944, I came
across a picture takem of German prisoners captured
in Normendy on June. X6, which I am enclosing. I
am positive the prasdoner to which the sasrrow points
1s my brother. It\was also recognized by my sister
and many old friends who are now in the United States

His (meme is Berthold Schwarz. Born May 4, 19&4
in Vienna.  He is a Czhecksiovakian citizen and as
far as In&now that was his last residence.

T have inguired at the War Dept. and was in-
formed that it may be him tut up to the time I wrote
them he had not arrived ia the U. S.

I note in the Postts article that the boys
you telk about are newly arrived prisoners of war
from Normandy and I cannot help hoping that he may
be one of them or tnat you can &id me in my search for
him.

I have written to my husband who is a Sgt. in
the U. S. Army Air Forces stationed in zngland to
try to inguire at the Prison Camps there but have re-
ceived no word from nim as yet.

I wisn to thank you in advance for any help you
may be able to offer me.

With best wishes for a happy and victorious
New Yezr.

Sincerely yours,

)/MW
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AUFBAU

American Jewish Weekly in German and English
Published by the New World Club, Inc.
®

MANFRED GEORGE. EDITOR

September 27, 1944

Rabbi Martin M, Perley
Fort Custer, Mich,

Dear Reverenml Perley:

We learn from an Associated Press news that
you are teking care of the spiritual needs of 20 German priscners
of war, so-called "Mischlings®,

We would greatly appreciate it if you could
let us have some details about the group, Frankly, we were amazed
to read ebout this as "Mischlinge™ in most instances were baptized
vhen born amd brought up as Catholics or Protestants rather than in
the Jewish feith,

‘ Anyway, we would very much like to publish a 'atory
about this, anl any informetion about the individual fates of these

people etc, you can give ws will be welcomed,
W '
Znul)( b

EKurt Hellmer
Assistant Editor

~Thenk you very muche

Office: &7 West 44th Street, New York 18, N. Y. . .  Telephone: VAnderbilt 6-3168
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Grant Road Chapel
September 29, 1944

¥r, Kurt Hellmer
Agsistant Maneger, the AUFBAU
€7 Wy 44th Street
New York 18, N.Y,
Dear Mr, Hellmer,
This will acknowledge ftﬁiipt of vour letter of Sept. ZSth,

rerarding the Qormcnwﬁg;eonera-of-wur that I have been viziting

at our Prisoner-of=War Camp here,

With the exception of ome prisoner who weg & full Jew the
others had one Jewish parent and were apparently not reiged as

Jews ,

T reszret that(War Depertment policy does not permit me to
divulge further @etails of these men beyond the officially ape
proved stabement which I enclose. I do not think that this sdds
very/much to the Associsted Press relesse whish you have already
seen,

8incerely yours,

Martin ¥, Perley
Cheplain
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NATIONAL JewisH WELFARE BoARD

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF YMHA's, YWHA's and JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS
MEMBER OF THE UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, INC. (U. S. O.)

FRANK L. WEIL, President <+ IRVING LEHMAN, Honorary President LLOYD w.
DINKELSPIEL, MRS. WALTER E. HELLER, CARL M. LOEB, Jr., DONALD OBERDORFER,
WALTER ROTHSCHILD, MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Vice-Presidents =+ MAX WILNER,
Treasurer *+ MERWIN R. HASKEL, Ass't. Treasurer + JOSEPH ROSENZWEIG, Secretary
RALPH K. GUINZBURG, Ass't. Secretary * LOUIS KRAFT, Executive Director .

145 EAST 32nd STREET

Public Relations Committee

Milton Weill, Chairman
L. Roy Blumenthal, Director

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Jacques Coleman
Ceorge Hexter

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'NAI B'RITH

Benjamin R. Epstein
Leonard Goldenson

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS

Carl Sherman
Louis Sturz

JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE
Benjamin Gebiner

JEWISH WAR VETERANS of the U. §.
J. George Fredman

MEMBERS AT LARGE

Nathan C. Belth
Emanuel Schwartz

NEW YORK, I6, N. Y.
LExington 2-4949

September 25, 1944

Chaplain Perley
Fort Custer, Michigan

Dear Chaplain Perley:

Thank you very much for sending us the report on
your work with the German prisoners of war. In view
of the fact that the armyts going to release it to the
wire services, we won't do anything about it ourselves,

“but as the story will get into the press in any case,

we are Jjust as hsappy.

Thanks a lot for going te the trouble and for
writing the report,

If you're ever 'in New York, perhaps you can give /¢
a ring and tell me some more.

Sincerely yours,
_ 1

RK:PG
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Grant Road Chapel
September 25, 1044

Mr, Philip Slomovitz
Bditor, The Jewigh Vews
2114 Penobseot Bldg,

Detroit 26, Michigan

Denr Mr, Slomowitz,

In accordance with the request contained In‘“vour letter of
Sept. 24th, T enolosé herewith the complegte\téxt of.my sta tement
regarding my viglts to the German prisoner-of-wer Camp as approved
by.the Public Relation# Office fox rellense, This is all that T

am permitted to reveal st thig (time of my experiences.
I also enclose s pheforreph of myself as requested by you,

With all best wishes for the New Year,
8incerely vours,

N AT

‘ Martin M. Perley
Chnglnin
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THE JEWISH NEWS

o Weeﬁ[y Review _7of Jewis/l Events

2114 PENOBSCOT BLDG. 3 DETROIT 2§, MICHIGAN

C

Randolph 7956

Sept. 24, 1944

Chaplain Martin M. Perley

Fort Cugter, Mich.

Dear Chaplain

In our next issue, we'llk carry a story
on the 20 Jews among the German @Prxisoners.

If you have addltionad material, or
degire to write an exclusivesgtatement for usg,
I ghall be glad to receive @Al as speedily as
poseible=-with your photeograph.

Whenever yeu have material of general
Interest to our readers, please send 1t along.

All godd ‘wishes on the New Year.,

Sincerely, <
@M

Philip Slomovite
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Grant Road Chapel
September 25, 1844

My, Oscar levy

2078 Pingree ) 1t
Detreit, Michigan i | j
Dear Mr, levy, ; ;

In reply to your letter of September 84th,?1 r&gfoﬁ{fo
inform you that the prisonsi s referred to (in th; nowsp;per
revort have recently been transferred\ to™another aaﬁy, and
T em therefore unable to gquestion (them regarding eny pusg&ble
information of your brother,

Bincerely vours,

Martin M, Perley
Cheplain
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A JENWISH CHAPLAIN'S VISIT TO A GERMAN PRISONER-OF-WAR CAIP

By
CHAPLAIN MARTIN ¥, PERLEY, FOR? CUSTER, MICHIGAN

The last thing that I ever expeoted to be oalled upon to do as a
Jewish Chaplain in the United States Army was %o miniater tc German
prisoners-of-war, I smiled ironioally when a request came to me te
furnish a Hebrew Bible {or one of the prisonsrs who had been & Calvinist
pastor in Oermany before his induotion into the Cerman Army. I complied
with this requeat from the man who felt that he should sontinue his
study of the 0ld Testament in the original Hebrew while he was serving
ag a chaplain to his fellow German prisoners-of-war, But when, a few
weeks later, I received a onll from the Direstor of the POW Camp, asking
me to come down to visit a group of Jewish prisoners-of-war who had
just been brought hers from the baitlefields of Normandy, I was flabber-
gasted, Jows in the "mighty" Nazi army! It sounded inoredible. It
was therefore with intense interest that I gathered up some Jewish
prayerbooks, GI Jewisgh Soriptures, and mezuzahs, and hastened dom to
the Qamp,

1 found the men in a seperate compound, There were about twenty
men in the group and they were stiil olad in the uniform of the German
army, since their pri#oner-woi’awar olothing had not yet been issued %o
them, 8ome of them could speak a little English, and I oould understand
a little German,

Host of them, I found, were half-Jews, and only one of them was a
fulledew. BSome of them had apparsntly spent months in UOerman concentra~
tion oamps, but when the manpower shortage in Germany became aocute they
ware drafted into Hazi labor batitnlions, D~Day found them in Normandy

ﬁl-
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working on fortifieations. According to ommp offioials, when the
besohhead was satablished and the Amerioans gtarted their advance along
the Normandy peninsula, these nen in the labor battelions were given
uniforms, arms and ammunition and abgorbed into the German army. Some
of these men had been in the ammy for only eight days before they wers
captureds

Here was & group of German “emrriors” in an Ameriocan prison camp,
i‘aelingl free for the first time in yoars, despite the barbed wire en-
olosure which surrounded them.

The men scooped up enthusiastioally the religious materials that
I had brought with me, even the non-Jews among them taking coples of
the Jewish Soriptures and prayerbooks.

All of them were anxious to get their proceasing completed and to
be assigned some work. To me, these nen, woaring German uniforms,
were goncrets and convinoing evidence that Hitler had reached the end

of his rope, and that Germaty s days were numbered,
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EXxADQUARTERS

AR SERVIGE FURCES TRAINIEG CAHTER
Sixth 3ervice Command
Fort Custer, Nichigan

22 Sevtember 104U

SUBJZCT: The article "A Jewish Chaplain's Visit to a German Prisoner of Var
Camo®,

13
s

(-,
am

Chaplain Martin M. Ferley, Fort Custer, Michigan.

1. Inclosed is amended copy of article YA Jewish Chaplain's Visit
to a Germen Frisoner of VWar Camp' submitted by you for review prior to release
to the Jewish Yelfare Zomrd, Associated Press, United Press, and International
Hews Service,

2. Originsl copy of your article as submitted to this office was re-
turred with the notation "no odjection to publication as amended!,

3. The Fublic Relations Gffice, Fort Ouster eill arrange for a simul-
taneous release of this article to the Associated Press, United Press and Inter-
national ¥ews Service and lcc al newspapers. A copy of the article also will be
sent to the Jewish Welfare Board,

For the Jommunding Officers:

// . JOHHSOH,

/ Hajor, Infantry,

/  Public Relations Officer.,
3

1 Incl.
Incl. 1 -~ Amended cony of article.
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BEADQUARTZEAS
ARNY SERYICE FOROES TRAINING CUNTER
Sixth Service Commant i
Fort Quster, Michizon

22 September 194k

SURJRGT:  The arbiele "A Jewish Chaplain's Visit to a Uerman Prissner of Var
ﬂllp'.

™ ¢ Ohaplain Martin M. Perley, Tort Ouster, Michigan,

i, Imelosed is amended eopy of article "A Jewish Ohaplain's Visit
to a German Frisoner of War Camp” submitted by you for review prior %o relsasse
fo the Jewish Velfare Soard, Associated Press, United Press, and International
News Service, _

2. Original ¢opy of your artiele as submitted fo this office WAS TEw
furned with the notation ™mo odjestion to publication ass amended”.

3+ The Fublic Relations 0ffice, Fort Custer #lll arrange for a simule
taneous releass of this artiole to the Assosiated Pross, United Press and Interw
national News Serviece and lo¢al newspapers. A eopy of the article also will be
sent to the Jewlah Yelfars Board,

Jor the Commanding Officers

J. B. HWIDN,
Public Relations Officer.

1 Imel,
IM:L, 1l « Anmerdad eopy of artieles.,
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SBaptember 22, 1944

¥iss Ruth Rarpf

Public Relations Deph.
Yational Jewish Welfare Board
145 Bast 32nd Street

Yow York 15, Yew York

Dear Miss. Karpf,

I have just received s call from the »ublia Relations OFfficer
telling me thet my erticls on the non-Arvan German prisorers-ff-war

hae Yesn cleared by Weshinston "with emerdments”,

T have not seen the amended article, and don't know to what

oxtent it has been @masculated. Tt wes only about a thousand words

to stert with,

The Public Relations Nffiger tells me that he is sending you
this article with parm{saian to relesas it, 7T don't Mmow if it
still hes any news velue for vou, Apperently the Public Relations
Officer is relessing the srticle to A.P., U.P., and IW.S. ¥ow
widely it will be used I, of couse, do not know.

Sincerely wvouras,

Martin M, Perlev
Chaplain
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A JEWISE CHAPIAIN'S VISiT TO A CERMAN PRISONER-OF-WAR CAMP

By
CHAPIATE MARTIF M, PERIEY, FORT CUSTER, WICHIGAN

The lagt thimr that T ever expedted to ba called upon e do as @
Jewish Chaplain in the United Skates Army was %o minister %o Cerman
priseners-ofewar, 1 smiled {ronicallv when a request came %o me to
furnigh » Hebrew Rible for ene of the prisoners who had been o Calvinist
pagter in Gormany before hin fb;ﬂmtian inte the German army. [ oomplied
with 4hig request from the msn who felt that he ahould oontinue his
gtudy of the 014 Tostament in the original Mebrew while he ws ‘serving
ne » chaplain to his fellow Cormsn priseners-ofewsr, But whem, a few
woeks later, I received a eall frem the Directer of the FOW Camp, asking
me %o oeme dowm Yo viglt a group lf Jowish prisonerg-of-wsr who had
juet been brought hers from the patilefields of Normandy, | was flabber-
gaoted, Jows in the "michty” Basl spmy! It sounded {neredible, It
was therafors with intemse interest that I gathered up seme Jowigh
prayerbooks, O Jewish Seriptures, and mesusahs, and hagtened dowm to
the tha

I fouhd the men in 8 separate cempound, gegregated frem the Fazi
prisoners for their om protectien. There were ‘about twenty men in the
group and they were still olad in the uniform of the Jerman army, since
#hair prigoner=ofewar clething had not yet been igsusd to them, Some ef
them aould spesk a 1ittle Fnglish, and T ocan understand e little German,
g0 the gitare wag set for an interseting "bull saasion®,

They rethered around me, sitting en the srmy eots in the barracks,
and onme of them, acting as spekesman, begsn their stery, or steriss.
Yoot of them, 1 found, were hmlfwJews, and only sne of them wms ¢ full=

Jow. Seme of them had spent menths in Oerman concentration camps, but
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 when the manpowsr shortage in Germany becsme agute they were drafted inte

Nasi leber bettalions. D-lay found them in Vormandy warking on fertifics.
tiens. When the beschhsad was establighed and the Americans started their
advance alomg the Nermandy peninsula, these mem in the lader deattalions
mﬂmm“um!tlnnlgbmhhhﬁ—w.
Some of these men had been in the ammy for only eight days before they were
captured, Obviously they had no desire to fight for Witler snd "der Vaser-
land" and their onme objective ws to surrender as soon as possidle,

Tt wns smusing to 1isten &0 ome of ‘he prisoners describe hew he
and & group of others wmited impatiently in Cherdeurp for two days fer the
arrival of imerican troops. ‘hfﬂ“ﬁhﬂl.ﬁ*ﬂﬁ.ml
s wvhite flag, and waited, Tt goemed oo theugh the Americans weuld never
got there, On the second day, vhen & greup of fleeing Germans wanted te
Join them in the shelter, these pisit-Fefused te let them In until they had
muu»ﬁwm‘_mlummmm-.m
Joyfully they ran out wayiny their white fleg end giving themselves up.
Tt mow became apparsut te me that steries of American seoldiers capturing
large greups of ¢samans single<handed were not so fantastie after all.

Here wan/a group of fGerman “warriors” in an American prisen esmp,
hM“!Qhﬂrdthhm.“qihﬂanﬂ.-
elosure which gurrounded tham. The ene burning question on the lips
of al! of them was « "Ta there sny chance of our remaining in this
country when the war is over?” They den't ever want to return to Cermany.

Seme of them d1dn't even want to be censidered prismerseofewar,
One of them declared thet he hadn't ovom been gworn into the Jerman ammy.
T explained to them that under the eirowmstances ﬁ!unbmm-t

than as ememy alieng or steteless
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refugess. They seemed to feel mush botter after my assuramces,

They were all, of course, convinoed that Cermamy was theroughly beaten
and could enly held ocut for & fow mere months., Ome of them said that the
greategt terror gripping the German people was an invegion of German edil
wqmmuw,mn--mms-'-m--n'
would be opened %o allow the Anglo-imerican:forces to reach Ferlin first,

The men seeoped up enthusiastieally the religious materisls that I
had brought with me, even the noneJows among them taking copies of the
Jewisgh Seriptures and prayerbeoks,

A11 of them were anxious to get their procedsing completed and %o
be assigned some work so that they might =ake some comtritution toward
the defeat of the coumtry which had persecedted them, but which, in its
dark hour had forced them into uniferl expecting them to fight to pro-
tect the systen vhich they hated,. To me, these men, wearing Germen wmi.
forms, were gonmerste and sohvincing evidemee thet Mitler had reached the
end of Wis repe, and that Germany's days were mumbered,
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Aurugt 28, 1944

Hies Ruth Kerpf
Publie Relstiens Department
Vational Jewigh Welfere Beard
145 Esst 32nd Street
New York 16, Vew Yark
Dear Migs Yarpf,

Followinz your suzgetion im your letter of Aurust 24th, I have

i
writben ¢ short report of mv wigit te the "noneArvan® German Prisone
srswnf=far, I am submitiine it to the Publis Relatlions 0f"icer at
Fort Cugter with the reguest that ha forward it to Waghinsten D, C,
for #learence,
stery = .

I hepe that this w13l be c¢leared befors it loses its news walue,

Incidently, < reccived g telerram the ether day from the editer
of T8 DAY asking me to write an article on the subject, I teld him
thet if such an article were w%ittqn by me 2nd clesred by the War Dew

rariment it would be relessed threugh yeur office,

8inoerely vours,

Mertin ¥, Perley
Chanlain
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NATIONAL JEwisH WELFARE BOARD

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF YMHA's, YWHA's and JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS
MEMBER OF THE UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, INC. (U. S. O.}

FRANK L. WEIL, President ¢ IRVING LEHMAN, Honorary President + LLOYD W. =gt
DINKELSPIEL, MRS. WALTER E. HELLER, CARL M. LOEB, Jr., DONALD OBERDORFER, JWB
WALTER ROTHSCHILD, MRS, FELIX M. WARBURG, Vice-Presidents * . MAX WILNER, -7-‘

Treasurer ¢« MERWIN R, HASKEL, Ass't. Treasurer « JOSEPH ROSENZWEIG Secre’tary

RALPH K. GUINZBURG, Ass't. Secretary + LOUIS KRAFT, Executive Director
145 EAST 32nd STREET

NEW YORK, i6, N. Y.
LExington 2-4949

August 2, 194

Chaplain Martin M, Perley
0-511050

Office of the Chaplain
Grant Road Chapel

Fort Custer, Michigan

Dear Chaplain Perleys
It looks like our letters crossed each other,

Colonel Allen, the Public Relations Officer here whom
I wrote you about, is the Washington representative in New
Yorke If there is anything that he feels is above his
competence he forwards it to Washington, so I think it will
be olkay for you to send me your stuff. Or would you rather
have me obtain permission from the War Department first and
forward it to you? I imagine that would be a little diffiocult
since they oannot very well pess on anything they have not
seen, Br have you put in for Washington clearance yourself?

I am 8till very interested in the story so keep me

posted, will you please?
81 carely yours ,/

Public Relatians Departme

RK:hs
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August 25, 1944

Mr, Willian Bdlin
Editor, The Bay
188 Bast Broadway
Haw York, New York
Deor Mr, BA1iN,
Thig will soknowledge receint of your telagram requésting an erticle

or Jewieh soldiers smengst Oermen prisoners.

I regret thet heoause of military restriotions the Pubiic Releiions

afficer st Fort Custer is unable to clear any such mpticle,

If’fi’}é& any future dete euch olesrance can be ecbtained I have promised
to send n opiprehensive report to the Public Relstlons Depariment of the
National Jewish Welfsre Board whish will relesse it.

Sincerely yours,

w

Martin ¥, Perley
Chaplain
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NATIONAL JEwisH WELFARE BOARD

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF YMHA's, YWHA's and JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS
MEMBER OF THE UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, INC. (U. S. 0.}

© FRANK L. WEIL, President + IRVING LEHMAN, Honorary President +« LLOYD W.

DINKELSPIEL, MRS. WALTER E. HELLER, CARL M. LOEB, Jr., DONALD OBERDORFER,
WALTER ROTHSCHILD, MRS, FELIX M, WARBURG, Vice-Presidents + MAX WILNER,
Treasurer ¢« MERWIN R. HASKEL, Ass't. Treasurer * JOSEPH ROSENZWEIG, Secre'rary
RALPH K. GUINZBURG, Ass't. Secretary + LOUIS KRAFT, Executive Director

\/

145 EAST 32nd STREET
NEW YORK, 16, N. Y.
LExington 2-4949

August 22, 194,

Chaplain Martin M. Perley
0-511050

Office of the Chaplein
Grant Road Chepel

Fort Custer, Michigan

Dear Chaplain Perley:

Thank you very much for replying so promptly to my

letter.

I am writing now to tell you that you don't have to

worry about the Public Relations Department at all.

We

clear everything that goes out from this office through
Colonel Allen of the Army Public Relations Office here,

It will be perfectly all right, therefore, for you to submit
your report directly to us.

I thought you might like to know, also, that we released
8 short news story based on the excerpts of your last letter
which PM cerried on August 21, Our Yiddish department also
sent out a story yesterday.

As you see, there is real first class news value in
your experience with the war prisoners and we are very
anxiously waiting for more,

ially yours,

/

RUTH' KARPF /.
Public Relations Departm f
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Grant Read Chapel
August 22, 1944
i'

Mies Ruth Kerpf
Public Relstions Depariment
National Jawish Welfare Beard
145 Bast 32nd Sireet
ﬁ‘w Y@rk 16’ K.Y’
Dear Miss Karpf,
' {

With further Feference te wour requegt that I send you a

oomprehcnsi\?é report of my sotivities with Jewish and Half Jew-
: B _ .'

ish German Prisoners-of-§ar, T resret to inform you that the
Publie Reletiens Officer s+ Fort Custer carmot give olesranoce
te sny such repert, Hpeciel rermission would have to ‘ibe obta ined
frem the War Depariment,

8incerely yours,

Martin M. Perley
Chaplain
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18 August 1944

Miss Ruth Earps?

Publie Rthtimt Department
Fatisnal Jmish Welfare Board
45 Fast 5Znd Street

How Yerk ;flb s New Yerk

1
1
i
{

Dear Mise Farpf,

1 h&§u your letter of Auzust 16th in which veu suggested that
T aend :Smu @ comprehensiwe repert of my visits te the Jewish and
Helf Jgiwis‘ﬂ Cerman Prigoners of War, I shall be zlad ts eemply with
yvour suggestion previded I san get clesrance with the Publis Rela-
't:img:s Dop:zvi&unt on thig Pest,

‘I ghall try te write such a repert mext week end gubmit it te
the Publie Relations Officer, and if it is eleared I shall gend it
7‘!& to e

8incerely yours,

\ Martin ¥, Perley
k Chaplain
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NATIONAL JEwisi WELFARE BoArD

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF YMHA's, YWHA's and JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS
MEMBER OF THE UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, INC. (U. S. 0.)

FRANK L. WEIL, President + IRVING LEHMAN, Honorary President « LLOYD W.
DINKELSPIEL, MRS. WALTER E, HELLER, CARL M. LOEB, Jr., DONALD OBERDORFER,
WALTER ROTHSCHILD, MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Vice-Presidents + MAX WILNER,
Treasurer * MERWIN R. HASKEL, Ass't. Treasurer ¢ JOSEPH ROSENZWEIG, Sacrafary
RALPH K. GUINZBURG, Ass't. Secretary + LOUIS KRAFT, Executive Director »

145 EAST 32nd STREET
NEW YORK, 16, N. Y.
LExington 2-4949

August 16, 194,

Chaplain Martin N. Perley
Fort Custer, Michigean

Dear Chaplain Perley?

Somebody sent down to this office an extract of one of
your letters in which you report on your visits to the Jewish
and half-Jewish German prisoners of war,

We, in the Public Relations Department, think there is
a first-rate story in this. We would be very grateful if you
could write us as comprehensive a report as you have time to
write on your visits to these men. Their individual stories,
who they are,and how they came to be in the Nazi army, what
fighting they went through, how they were treated, how they
were btaken prisoner, etc. will be of great value to us.

We are looking forward to your report with much anticipa-

tion.
! RUTH KARPF
RK:PG Public Relatlonx t .
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_J September 10, 1943

Dear Chaplain Martin Perley,

I received a letter from you June 2, 1943 telling me that my sam
Bill Stogel came in for a chat with yous I don't know what he really
spoke with you, but I think that something must have bothered him, Now
I would like to ask a favor of yous. You see I received from the War
Department a letter and they infprmed me that my son Williem is absent
from camp since June 15, 1943, He was home for a whole month, he told
me that he had a furlough and after he told me he is going back to
camp but it looks like he did not get there. I wrote to the commanding
officer and gave him all the information.I hads. Then I received a
letter from the girl he was here with, telling me that they ceame to
camp in plenty of time and that Bill can't write to me because he
burned his hands and they are in bandages but that he is right beside
her, There was no return address, but the Post mark was fram "Shelby,
Hichigan. So I sent another letter to the Commanding officer telling
him about it, and I begged him to let me know Where Bill is but I did
not receive any enswer from them., My husband is very sick frim
worrying about Bill and for me it goes without saying how I feel.
Please maybe you can find out something about him and let me knowe. The
woman he was here with has a mother in lansing, Michigan. And the
woman herself said that she was working in a defense plant in Kelamazoo
Michigane I wish you could inquire and let me know anything of his
where abouts. I thank you very much.

Sincerely yours,

Virse EoHe Stcgel
650 Fox Ste
Bronx, N.Y. #55
PoSe
We just received another letter from this wamen and she says in
the letter that she is visiting some friends.
Herelis her address=-
Mrs, Wilma (Billie) De Shong
1109 Prospect St. Lansing, Michigen,
o/o Miller,
Dear Chaplain,
I may be misteken but I kind of have a hunch that she might be
e. spy and I hope that the F.BsIs would investigate and find out
something about her.
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Soptember 11, 1943 |
\;\ a .i‘ 1

ia. Belle Stogel
680 Fox Ste

Now Tork & 5
Dear Wrs. Stogels

. 'lhis will aoinowledge receipt of your letter of Sept. 10th.
I am tusning it over Lo the Frovost Marshel, whe is in the
best position to investigate the informstian coutained thesein,

As soon as we oan find out lmthingih.bmt your san, I will

let you lmow.

Sincerely yours,

Nartin i. Perley
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June 21, 15kh

National Jewish Welfare Board
U5 E. 32nd Street
New York, 16, N, Y.

Dear Phil,

I have a rather strange request to make, but I know that by now
the J.W.B. has reached the stage where nothing sugrprises it.

Here at Fort Custer we have a large Geyman Prisoner-Of-War Camp,
and to minister to the religious needs of these German pri there
are {wo German riergymen who themselves are Prisoners of Var - one was
a Catholic Prisst, the other a Protestant Pastor before they wers ine
ducted into the Sanitary Corps of the Cagmen Army.

The Protestant Mirdster has requested & Hebrew Pible, since he
does not wish to grow rusty in his knowledge of the Hebrew version of
Tz 014 Testament

I wonder if you could send me a Hebrew Bible for him. I can then
g:qw it Yo him with the inseription, "Presenmted by the Jewigh Wele

Board Rabbi Mgwhin M. Perley.” This should make a very
"interesting" tion to this Mami Prisoner-0f-Wapr Camp,

I hope T shall be seeing you in Cineimmati this week-end, Wi th
kindest regards and all best wishes,

Garditlly yours,

Martin M, Perley
Chaplain, Capbain

P.S. Tt strikes me that perhaps the J.VW.B.
does mnot have any provisions for catering
ey B B ot SR T

are yesourgefy some
ooln{g to thds dilemma,
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Mrsolillian Xlauber
11, Hillside Ave
New York @ity 34

Army Service Forces
Sixth Service Command

Fort Cusksr,Michigan Oc tober 15th,1944

Dear Chaplain Perley,
In referrence to an articleiin the
"aufbau" and "New York Post",about a few german non~-chrigtian
prisoners of war interned in Port Custer,I take the libarty
to shhte a Tew facts about my brother,who might be one of
tne prisoners,and hope you will be able to help me identi-
fying hime=-
A few wseseks ago,I coincidentally happend to look
through "Look-Magazine",t"e August 22nd issue,when I seemed
to have dicoverdd my brether on the enclosed clipping(nasrked
with th@.&)Qpcqréing(to my immediate inguiries,I was able to
£ind cut that those boys were captured on June lbth,44,o0n
the Normandy beachhead."News Photo " made the picture.
Lfter having communicated the Provost Marshdl office in
Waahington DC,I received t e information that My brother
at that time wasn’'t listed in any camp in the States,
His name‘ds~Berthadd Schwarz,born kay 4th,1924,in Vienna
(Austrie)and lived in Czechoslovakia since 1938.Is czech os~
lovakian citizen,as both my parents were born in Czechoslo-
vakie .My mother was christian hefore her marriage,but secor-
to the german racial lawgg my brother was full Jewish.Never-~
theless he might have been forced by the germans before the
induction into the army,to adopt my mothers maiden~name,
whieh was Mueller.I have not seen my brother for 6 years,
and had no contact with him eversince we enterd the war,but
with the snapshot of his which was made in 19%7 ,if Iremsmber
correctly,I am quite convinced thaet the boy on the "Look"
picture is the same boy.~
i waa#t to thamk yoa very much in advance for your help
in this matter,and hoping to hearfrom you very soon,

very truly,
;10 '/ /
) uI'?S" o ,(/)él%_\_ /./& /

Enclosure :Clipping from "look-Magazine™,and snapshot.
I would appreciate if both clipping and snapshot could he

returned to ms.
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Irony of War
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Though Confined in Stockade at F m't Custer,
German Jews Felt Freer than in Many Years

By Chaplain (Capt.) Martin Perleyv

The last thing that I ever ex-
pected to be called upon to do as
a Jewish Chaplain in the United
States Army was to minister to
German prisoners-of-war. I smil-
ed ironically when a request came

to me to furnish a Hebrew Bible.

for one of the prisoners who had
been a Calvinist pastor in Germany
before his induction into the Ger-
man -Army. I complied with this
request from the man who felt that
he should continue his study of the
Old Testament in the original He-
brew while he was serving as a
chaplain to his fellow German
prisoners-of-war. Buf when, a few
weeks later, I received a call from
the director of the POW camp,
asking me to come down to visit
a group of Jewish prisoners-of-
war who had just been brought
here from the battlefields of Nor-
mandy, I was flabbergasted, Jews
in the “mighty” Nazy army! It
sounded incredible. It was there-
fore with intense interest that I
gathered up some Jewish prayer-
books, GI Jewish Scriptures, and
mezuzahs, and ha.stened down to
the camp.

I found the men in a separate
compound. There were about 20
men in the group and they were
still clad in the uniform of the

Chaplain Martin M. Perley

German army, since their prisoner-
of-war clothing had not yet .been
issued to them. Some of them
could speak a little English; and I
could understand a little German.

Most of them, I found were half-
Jews, and only one of them was a
full-Jew. Some of them had ap-
parently spent months in German

concentratlon camps, but when the
manpower shortage in Germany
became acute they were drafted
into Nazi labor battalions. D-Day
found them in Normandy working
on fortifications. According to
camp officials, when the beach-
head was established and - the
Americans started their advance
along the Normandy peninsula,
these men in the labor battalions
were given uniforms, arms and
ammunition and absorbed into the
German army. Some of these men
had been in the army for only
eight days before they were cap-

tured.

Here was a group of German
“warriors” in an American prison
camp, feeling free for the first time
in years, despite the barbed wire
enclosure which surrounded them.

The men scooped up enthusi-
astically the religious materials that
I had brought with me, even the
non-Jews among them taking cop-
ies of the Jewish Scriptures and
prayerbooks.

All of them were anxious to get
their processing 'completed and to
be assigned some work. To me,
these men wearing German uni-
forms were concrete and convincing
evidence that Hitler had reached
the end of his rope, and that Ger-
many’s days were numbered.






