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) - : MISSIONARY EMPHASIS PAGE

THE GREAT COMMISSION..... Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, Baptizing.:-
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things
wvhatsoever I have commanded you; and, lo, I am with you
always even unto the end of the world. A-men.

1996 Theme: Seeking, Yielding and Being Led By The Holy Spirit, To be Mission-
Minded. (Philippians 2:5 ~ Let this mind be in your which was also
in Christ Jesus.

. We were created to have fgllowhip with God and to replenish and
multiply. Isaiah 43:7....For I have creatéd him for my glory.V.21l. This people
have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise. We repeat, we, were
created to multiply children on earth to have fellowship with God. To teach, raise,
and train children for the glory of God.

Acts 1:8 - Jesus told His Disciples that they are his witnesses of why He died
and rose again. They were to take this message to all the world. John 3:17 — They
are to tell all creatures that Jesus did not come to condemn the world but that the
world through Him would be saved. The Disciples were to teach those.under:them 'to
do all the things Jesus has taught them (the Disciples) to do. They in turn are tos
(Psalm 78:6,7) command our Fathers that they should make them known to their children
that the generation to come might know them even the children which should be born
who should arise and declare them to their children that they might set their hope in
God, and not forget the works of God (nor His Word) but keep His commandments.

In the words of a song written by Rev. Charles Sweeney,:

"Tell your children to tell their childrn about the Mighty works of the
Lord. Tell your children to tell their children to trust and obgy His
Word. Tell them we can do what the Lord says do, for He is the power
that works in and through you. Tell your children to tell their children
about the mighty works of the Lord.

" THE GREAT ¢
COMMISSION
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June 15, 1988
nLEST WE FORGET"

Then beware lest thou forget the Lord, which brought thee out
of the land of Egypt, from the house of bordage. e EadB
aUuUT . 4

Psalm 89:1b - "With my mouth will I make kuown Thy

faithfulness to all generations.

This scripture is a description of the efforts of Mr. Nelson
Goodwin who in the early 60's began researching the history of
the Petersburg/Newburg area. In his heart and mind he saw this
community as a rich legacy. When people who had lived here for
a number of years and had ipherited property from their fore-
parents, from the days of slavery were being uprooted and scatt-
ered, he began a gearch for documentary evidence to support the
oral traditions he had heard since childhood.

So much of what is stated here is the results of Mr. Good-
win's search.

The wealth of this community is not monetary but a rich
legacy of spiritusl values; guch as faith, hope, love, courage,
perseverance, labor, guffering, sacrifice, humility and pride.
It represeunts a people coming over a stouny road of humilitation,
scorn, degradation, out of slavery, with no education, no ex-
perience of decision making for themselves as a community. No
goverument helps as we have today, yet they built homes, started
a community, built a church and the first school in this area.

Quote, "The memories haunded down through my grandparents
have given my life structure apnd value that it might not have
had otherwise,” unguote, said Mra. Gwendolyn Buggs, an award
winning teacher of Gary, Indiana; and a descendant of the
Spencer-Samuels family. Mr. Goodwin founded the Petersburg
Historical Society for the purpose of documenting the history
go that our present and future generations would "beware lest
they forget that hitherto hath the Lord helped us. The blessings
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and privileges that we enjoy now are built on the foundatiom
of the past, and are a heritage purchased by the gweat, blood
and tears of people coming out of slavery who risked their
1lives to purchese these blessings.

This is the source of our information of the early history.
We are going to try to give some thoughts of the beginning of
the community, the church and gchool and their growth. It is
our prayer that we will realize that "Great is the Lord, and
greatly to be praised; and His greatness is unsearchable. One
generation shall praise Thy works to another amd shall declare
Thy mighty acts. Pealms 145:3-4.

I. The Acquisitiom of thz Iand avd the @rewth - -

The acquisition of the first land begap in 1820 when a
alave women pamed Eliza Tivis nursed her owner back to health
when he had countacted small pox, which was thenm a contagious and
fatal disease. No one would go near him. The faith of our fore-
parents is seen, esnd the power and presence of God is magnified
when this womaw cared for him., Also the purpose and plan of God
from eternity past is put in actiom. When the man, John Hundley
recovered, he set the womsn free and gave her a tract of laud
which preseutly imcludes the Star of Hope Baptist Church amd the
Forest Home Cemstery. She is buried in this Cemetery. When she
passed, the property was given to her sister, Mary Beard, who
had four childrem. A part of the property was purchased by
R. G. May Funeral Home and we have our community cemetery. The
degcendantes of Mary Beard have a family grave plot there. Thus
we have the firat land and home that was acquired in 1833 be-
for the Givil War in 1865. After the Civil War, Colomnel George
Hikes set aside 50 acrea of land so that the freed people could
build homes. This land was purchased when these people were
making 25 to 35¢ a day. In some instances land was given to
them by their former owners. The land was wet, wooded, with
much undergrowth- it was described as a howling wilderness.

For a long time 1t was called "The Wet Woods."

The Growth of the Community
The first home built after the cloge of the Civil War was
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puilt by @ man named Peter Lowe. Some think the house was bullt
at the tip end of Old Shepher sville Road and Newburg Road which
wag owned by the Ed Green family. Mr. Goodwin says 1t was the
wag the Scott's house where some of the logs 8+till remained oun it
until they tored in down in 1987. This area was called Peters-
burg after this first house was built. To build ome had to fell
trees, split logs, uproot stumps, clear the undergrowth, avnd dig
ditches to drain the land. The houses were generally one or two
rooms log cabins with av attic room. Some had dirt flooxrs.
Just look where we've come from- when we thivk of these

log cab®ins compared with our modern homes all around us. Praise
God for His mercy and Power!!

Besides the Tivis property, the Hikes property, and the
property given, some families lived in nearby areas, such as the
01d Brick Yard, Blasck Mud Laune now pamed Rangeland Road:and on -
Poplar Level Road. Others lived om the places where they worked.
Around 1924, a unew subdivision was developed called the New Addi-
tion. It is the area of the Greater Faith Baptist Church, and
those homes off Old Shepherdsville Road. In the 1940's off
Newburg/Petersburg Road aunother subdivision developed called
Golden Acres. This area 1s now Petersburg Estates. The Golden

" Acres area, the New Addition area, and the area in the center

of Newburg were those homes which were torn dowz by Urban Renewal,
and the people were acattered. Petersburg Park, Petersburg Road,
and Petersburg Estates are named after this first home of Peter
Lowe, and we see something of the growth of the community property-
wise.

II. Life In The Community.

When the freed slaves faced the respounsibility of making

decisions, etc. for themselves ag a community, because it was

a new experience, it was neceséary that they learm to work to-
gether and lean upou each other. Phis created @& community bond.
In the early 60's people etill left their doors unlocked compare
with the fact that we have e high rate of crime, now. In their
need of each other, they cut trees together, helped build their
homes, planted gardems, ghared the harvest, prepared the meat,
helped each other in times of sorrow and distress. When a child
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was left motherleas, any one in the community might take them
in, end most certainly any cousin, aunt, grandmother would take
im the child or childrem and raise them as their own. All old-
er people were called'Aunt or 'Uncle’ until children did not
koow who was, or was pot blood kiu.

Older women were never idle: They celled themselves rest-
ing, if wheun they were visiting or sitting, they would be daru-
ing, knitting, patching, crocheting, quilting, doing embrodiery
work, or mending. Because of their smell limited income, they
were a saving people. An example: A4 watermelon wag eaten, the
rind pickled or preserved, the geed saved for mnext year's crop,
or used as a medicinal tea. Chickens were killed, the feet were
cooked and childrem ate et them. Feathers were gaved for mat-
tregges and pillows. Everything waes used oo the hog, even to
the jawbones which was saved and the marrow taken out for med-
icines. Illnesses were treated by herbs, roots and home remed-
ijes. Some few woment were blest with the natural gift of skills,
patience and comcern, and they were nid-wives and community
nurse to be with anyome who needed them at that moment. Jobs
were varied according to talemts and abilities and training.

At the close of the 1800's most jobs were farm or domestic.

There were in the community those w- had a natural ebility to
sew, barbers, carpeunters, builders, beauticlans, and other gifts.
Their gifts made room for them. As the exonomic comnditions of
the United States improved, so did the jobs; slowly but surely
things improved, a little, from year to yeer.

III. The Church aud School

The heart's desire of our foreperents were for freedom
from glavery, for homes, a church and a gchool. Now being
free and having homes, their third desire of the heart had
been started before they could even meet together. That was a
church or a meeting place for the church. The church 1s a
spiritual organism set up in the hearts of men at the moment of
regeneration. When we are borm of the spirit, we are baptized
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into the body of Christ. dJesus {g the head end foundatioen; we
are the body and the building. KNo matter what place or build-
ing we attend to worship, or what denomination, the church '
building is where the church meets. The meeting place is for
corporate worship.

The first church in this area met in the woods, with mo
building. The church was in their hearts when they decided to
build a meeting place. Thoge who had horses, mules, wagous,
buggies or surries, rode to Green Street Baptist Church. Some
walked, others who had gmall children and uvable To walk, or
for other rasons met in gach others homes in winter or bad
weather, and under the shade trees in the summer, with the logs
split on stumps as geats. Uncle Sandy Carter provided the land
for the first meeting place. The marble headstone on Peters-
burg Road across from Forest Baptist Church is in memory of this
man end his family. The church was orgenized with the help of
Rev. Sneathen of the Green Street Baptist Chruch. The first
pastor gccording to our kmowledge was Brother Jacob Kellar, who
had beem taught to read and write by his owner. The church
wag a one room log buildiung. This was later torn down, and 2
frame church was built in 1894. Soon after the first bulldiung
was erected, a Sunday School was started, meeting in the evenings,
with two white teachers, God keeping watch over his own.

Baptisms wers held outdoors in the Beargrass Creek on 014
Shepherdsville. Also at the Hike's Pond, in the Broadmoor area,
or Longs Pond in the now -Fountain Square Apartment area. - Some
times icé was broken for the baptism and clothes froze before
they arrived home to change. In 1926 Forest Tabernacle Baptist
Church for couvenience was organized by Rev. J. H. Lewis, pastor
of Forest Baptist Church because of the rising waters frem the
Beargrass Creek covering the roads. in rainy weather and the
continous growth of the New Addition area. Because of dis-
agreement among the gaints of God, Community Baptist Church was
organized out of Foreet Baptist Church in 1946 by Rev. Samuel
H. Young. Star of Hope grew out of Commuunity Baptist and Greater
Faith grew out of Poreat Tabermacle Baptist Church. Different
meeting places, different denominational, but One Lord. We now
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have many denomipatious im our Petersburg/Newburg Community, but
sti1ll, One Lord, One Faith, apd One Baptism. One Church, composed
of every believer that is born again and we are united into ome
body. _

Soon after Forest Baptist had her first meeting place, and
elementary school was started. This was the fourth heart's de-
gire of our founders.

Having been denied the privilege of getting am education
they were deeply councerned that their childrem end future gener«
atioms would have schools. Mr. Williem Faulkner was the first
teacher. All schools in this area now are integrated, and there
are geveral. But the first school was gtarted by ex-slaves and
for appromimately twenty years they paid their teachers, not with
money, (for they hed very 1little), but with vegetables, milk,
eggs, butter, fruit, meat, poultry, preserves, or whatever could
be used. The Board of Education started paying teachers in this
ares in 1890 while the school was 9till meeting in the church.
The Church built a one room school in the church yard around 18392.
Tn 1912 under the untiring efforts of Mrs. Lottie Robinson a two
room school was built. In 1890 Mrs. Nalfie King was the first
teacher peid by the Board of Education. In 1929 a new modern,
golid brick building was building was built on Petersburg Road
where Forest Baptist Church now stands.

Mr. A. L. Garvin was the principal. The community contipued
to grow. They added portable buildings; then ip the 50's the pre
sent Newburg Middle School was built. Most of us are aware of the
changes since then. In the early 1900's when students finished
the 8th grade in this area they had to go to Ceuntral High School
to finish achool, passing any pumber of white high schools which
they could mnot attend. Some stayed im town with relatives,
friends, or lived oun the place where they worked to go to high
gchool. If you lived in this area, you had to leave early and
catch a trolley car that stopped at Bardatown Road and Hikes
Lane. They only ren hourly so you had to catch it early. They
were always the first omes at school. Im 1929 students attened
Jac ‘gon Junior High School for oune year theu went to Central.
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A1l Hewburg students were gemerally ino the top 10%
gcholastically. Several were in the top 10, Margaret Warfield,
58, Lottle Munford was valedictorian in 1931, Our first known
Central graduates were Arthur Starks and Apuie Neighbors in

1911 and 1912,

This is writter that we, as citizens of the Petersburg/
Newburg ares will say with the Poelmist iv Psalms 75:1 “Unto
Thee, O Lord, do we give thanks; for thet Thy neme is near, Thy
wondrous works declare." It is also written for future gener-
ations that they may be reminded as in Deuteronomy 8:11, 183
"that they beware lest they forget, for it is He that who giveth
thee power to get wealth. It is He that giveth thee life breath
and all things. ILest when thou hast eaten and art - full and
hast built goodly houses and swelt therein.....and when thy gold
and gilver ere multiplied, end all that thou hast is multiplied,
then thine heart be 1lifted up aud thou forget the Lord Thy God.
So may this generation remember that Great is the Lord, and
greatly to be praised - ome gereration shall praise Thy works
to another, and shall declere Thy mighty acis. With my mouth
will I make known Thy faithfulmness to all generatious.

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears-
Thou who hast brought us thus fer on our way-
‘Phou who hast by thy might led us into the light-
Keep us forever in the paths, we pray.

Legt our feet stray from the places, our God
Where we met Thee Lest our hearts drunk with

the wine of the world we forget Thee-

Shadowed benmeath Thy Hand may we forever staund
True to our God, true to our pative land.

Done by the order of the
NEWBURG/PETERSBURG HISTORICAL
SOCTIETY

Nelson Goodwin, President
Effie Lyouns, Secretary
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OVER 50 YEARS OF FAITHFUL SERVICE AS A MBMBER,OF GOD'S FAMILY, MINISTER,
MISSIONARY, MUSICIAN AND MORTICIAN

The purpose of this service tonight is to glorify God by o?eylng Him,
when He told us in Romans 13:7c - Render therefore to all t@elr dues; .
honor to whom honor is due. We come to thank God for th? llf? and services
of Bro. Robert W. Samuels as God created mankind to glor1f¥ Him. For
appromimately 56 years Bro. Samuels has served Forest Baptlgt qhurch and
surrounding churches and communities as a @em?er of the f§m}ly»of God,
therefore a minister (servant) musician, mlsglcnary,_mort1c1an, most
faithfully. Acts 15:8 reads known unto God 1is éll his works froy the ??;
ginning of the world. There are no accidgnts w1t@ God. Revelations 2:
reads I know thy works, love, service, faith, patience,and the last to be

more than the first..

We are gathered here tonight to say to Bro. samuels,as 1t is wr%tten
in Thessolonians 1:23a; We give God thanks always for.you...rememberlng
your works of faith, labor of love, patience of hope in our Lord

Jesus Christ. .

Sweet are the uses of adversity which like the toad ugly and venomous
wears yet a percious jewel in his head, and this our lives exempt from
public haunt find tongues in trees, books in running brooks,se:moﬁ5~in_
stones and good in everything. (Shakespear) Adversity for Bro. Samuels
begin at birth. God knew about it before .it happened. The sweet uses
Jegah when he accepted Jesus. as His personal Saviour and became. a mem-
ber of God's family, therefore a minister, one who serves and a mission-
ary. Precious jewels seen in his adversities became visible to the
writer around 1932/1933 when Bro. Samuels was 19 years old he was an
assistant to the ILibrarian Mr. Johnson amt Central High School. God had
blest him with above average inteilectual mind. He was verse in many.
subjects as he worked in the Library.

Moving into this community in the 30's, he taught Sunday School, and
was often called on to speak on various subjects at special services.’ .In
addition to him being a member of God's family, a minister, a missionary,
God gave him a natural ability to learn music by ear as well as written.
Even now, one can notice his abkility to remember any song old or new,
readily when called on. He still eagerly, willingly, and joyfully plays
organ music. Also helped who ever he could, black and white students in
their studies of Mortuary Science and other subjects as a mortician..

In 1985 the Funeral Directors Association of Kentucky recognized Bro.
Samuels as the only black Mortician among 15 who had been licensed for 50
years. Governor Martha Layne Collins awarded him a certifocate at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel .

As a missionary, minister, musician, and a child of God, the community
has used his facilities and properties for many, many different occasions.
Civils groups, churches, and any communities activities has been welcome by
him. As a musician he has served Forest for 56 years before any of our
present membership was born, live in this community or was inactive. He
played for all age groups at one time or several together. Jr. Choir,Youth,
Jubliaries, Sisterhood, Brotherhood, Sr. Choir and special groups. Often
he played for four services each Sunday and met serveral night weekly for
different groups, always regular and punctual.

We are grateful that God looks at the heart and not the outside appear-
ances. God sees and has seen the unpaid, ungrateful, unrecognized,services
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Byt all that he has required is that a steward be found faithful. Jesus

says in John 12:26c - If any man serves me, him will my Father honor.
Tonight we recognized Bro. Samuels with many thanks and appreciation

to God for him and the contributions:that he has made to this church and

community. We are glad that God says in Proverbs 8:18 - Riches and such

are the uses of adversity.
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SEPTEMBER 27, 1997

PETERSBURG/NEWBURG

1. The Petersburg/Newburg community is probably the oldeat Africa
American settlement in Jefferson County (outeide of
Louisville). The nucleus of Petersburg/Newburg originated
along the Newburg turnpike in the southeastern section-of the
County, on forty-acres of land at the present-day intersection
of Petersburg and Indian Trail Roads. This land was purchased
from Nancy Bray in 1851 by Henry and Eliza Tevis. The
community expanded to the south and east after the Civil War

on land formerly owned by George Hikes.

This wet, marshy fégion (known as the Wet Woods) was thought t

be uninhabitable and was the only land in this section of
Jefferson County that whites were willing to sell to African
Americans before and immediately following the Civlil War.

e

9. wMuch of the history and oral tradition regarding the founding
of Petersburg centers around the life of Elize Tevis. Eliza
Curtis Bundley Tevis was born a gslave. Although the exact
birth-dates and birth~years of enslaved African A@ericanl are

usually conjectural at pest, she wae listed as being forty-
eight (48) years old in the 1850 Census. Consequently, she
was probably born between 1800 and 1805. Her birth-place was
listed as Virginia, which was not uncommon given that pioneer
Kentucky was first part of virginia and was settled largely b)
Vvirginians, many of whom brought thelr slaves with them.

s s e

2a. Eliza Curtis was owned b§ John W. Mundley who, along with other
members of his family, owned a large tract of land (1,100
acres) in southeastern Jefferson County which includes present-

day Bashford Manar.

According to oral tradition, Eliza Curtis was believed to have
saved John Hundley‘'s life during an 1819 smallpox ogidnnic. .
(Because of its marshes and spalarial climete®, louisville was
known as the °Graveyard en the Ohio® in ite early years.)

tihen Johan Hundley died, his will (written October 16, 1B29 and
probated November 1, 1830) provided that all slaves who had
been in his service/possession for fifteen years or more would
be set frees immediately. All others were bequeathed to his -
brother, Thomas C. Rundley, with the stipulation that thai be
nanumitted after the expiration of fifteen years from thely
date of purchase—or when they reached twenty-five {(23) yemars
or on the death of Thomas Hundley. )

It is unclear whether Eliza Curtis was freed at-the death of
John Hundley. Hewever, on July 1, 1833, Thomas Ruadiey did
enter & “deed of emancipation” (which, in the context of
slaves being chattel/property, gave Eliza Curtis ownership of
herself) for "Eliza®, now called *pliza Hundley®, 1o Jefferson

County records.
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2b. On the death of John Hundley, BEliza Curtis became either the

property, servant, or mistress (or some combination thereof) «
his brother. When Thomas Hudley died, his Item 3 of his Will

(May 25, 1838) stated:

I give and devise to a yellow woman now living with me
called Eliza or Eliza Curtis my -house and lot on Green
Street. . . together with the use of, the alley adjoining
the same for and during her natural 1ife either to live
in or rent out. I also give two thousand dollars in cas!
to be paid her. . . after my death and to be hers

forever.

7¢. Eliza Curtis Hundley married Henry Tevis on June 17, 16843.

3.

Both were listed as "free people of color® in the Jefferson
County Marriage Register.

on June 7, 1843, prior to their marriage, Eliza Hundley and
Henry Tevis entered into a *pre-puptial agreement.® Accordinc
to this agreement, her house and lot in Louisville, along wit!}
£ive adult horses, three yearlings; two COWS, about forty hogt
and other equipment and furnishings were placed in trust and
protected from Tevis’ control. (At this time in history, a
husband usually gained control of his wife’s premarital
property unless legal protection of some kind existed, e.g.,
conditions set forth in a Will.) tncidentally, Eliza
Hundley's attorney was James Guthrie, the prominent Louisvillc
landowner, businessman and politician. -

No record of Henry Tevis, prier to his marriage, can be
located. However, he was borm (probably as a elave) in
virginia. Moreover, the 1850 Census lists his age as forty-
six (46), i.e., two years younger than his wife, indicating
that he was born in ca. 1802-1807. C

There is no record that Henry and Eliza Tevis ever bhad any
children together. However, Henry Tevie may have beea marrie:
previously as his Will (September 6, 1869) refers to ®e « IR
five children. . . Elias, Henry, Louiza, Lloyd and Reason. .
.®, to whom he bequeathed "one dollar and my blessing.® Thes:
children do not appear in any Census enumeration tables and,
paged on the available records, do not seem tO have played an
significant role in Tevis’ life after his marriage. '

In 1850, Henry and Bliza spivis® were listed as residents of
pigtrict 1 of Jeffereon County. Henry was designated as a
"laborer®, as were three white men living in their household.
It cannot be determined whether these white men were hired

workere or boarders, but it is probable that they were hired

help. However, Jefferson County Tax records for the same year
jdentified Henry Tevis as the owner of a lot near Louisville
worth $500.00, five slaves worth a total of $900.00 and six
horses. His total worth was $1,700.00~--not a fortune, but a
substantial sum for a free person of color. This property may
nave belonged, in fact, to Eliza Tevis, but appeared to ‘belong
to her husband vwho was listed as the “head of household® in

the County records.
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Pree people of color occasionally owned slaves in the ante-
bellum period. These slaves were most often fanily members
(whose manumiseion might have force their expulsion from a”
given state or made them vulnerable in other ways), but
whether a family relationship existed between Henry and Eliza
Tevis and their glaves cannot be determined. Two other facts
are clear, however--that they may have been the only African
American slave-owners in Jefferson County at this time and
that their glaves had comparatively little value (e.g., a
healthy young adult male or female slave could be valued as
high as $600.00 in Kentucky and as high as $1,500.00 on the
New Orleans or Memphis slave markets at this time). The Tevis
slaves could have been very old or very young, or infirm.

According to oral tradition, Eliza Tevis was believed to have
been given slave children when families were separated at the
Louisville slave market. She then raised and hired out these
children. If this traditien is true, it may account for the
number of “"slaves” (up to fifty) reputed to have lived on the
Tevis farm. Howaver, the ownership of these slaves remains
unclear. Tevis might have been performing a service for local
8lave owners and slave traders by assuming responsibility for
young slaves of little value--and/or performing a service for
the young enslaved African Americans by rescuing them £zom
"real slavery." Obviously, several interpretations are

possible,

Renry Tevis died in 1869. In his Will (September 6, 1869), he
bequeathed sole possession of the forty-acre farm to his
"belaved wife Elizabeth.” However, Eliza Tevies was free to
dispose of only twenty acres at her death, while the remaining
twenty acres were left to ". . . Charles Beard, the son of
Mary Beard, now about thirteen. . ."

Mary Beard, by all oral historical accounts, was the sister of
Eliza Tevis, but the 1870 Censue indicates that Mary Beard was
thirty-nine (39) years younger than Tevis. Consequently, she
may have been Tevis’ niece (or could have been her daughter,
although that claim has never been made) .

Henry Tevis also bequeathed his farm animals and tools to his
wife. As noted previously, his five "shadowy® children
received only one dollar sach and their father’s blessing.
However, his grandson, George (by Elias) and his grand-
daughter, Harriet (by Louiza) received $150.00 each. Clearly,
for whatever reason(g), Tevis was not favorably disposed
toward his children, but did claim them and must have
maintained some contact with them~-and with his grandechildren.

After the Civil War, Colonel George Hikes gset aside fifty (50)
acres of marshy land, south and east of the Tevig property, for
his former slaves and other freedmen. The Hikes fanily sold
this seemingly worthlese land for .$1.00 per acre. .

| e e s . - - .
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- The name "Petersburg” derives from Peter Laws, a freedman who

purchased land, settled and built & log cabin on the Rikes land

after the Civil War. Laws was believed to have been a former
slave of the Hikes family and was born ca. 1830 in Kentucky.

-
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Oral tradition holds that Laws built his cabin in the -Wet Woods
in the 1860's. However, the 1870 Census lists Peter laws,
then forty years old, his wife, Ailsey (also forty years old),
and his sons, Alfred and Peter, seventeen and thirteen years
old respectively. All were listed as living at this time in
the household of John Seebelt, a white farmer in the *"Twe Mile
House Precinct" which includes Petersburg angd Newburg (a
segregated white community settled by German immigrants in the
1830s8). All male members of the Laws family were °"farmhands.”
Consequently, based on.this record, Laws was not a landowner
(e.g., does not appear in the Tax lists for that year), but
may have been a renter, tenant or hired hand.

The 1880 Census lists Peter Laws, now f£ifty years old, and
Ailsey Laws, now fifty-one, and their grand-daughter,
Catherine Taylor, as an independent household in District 93
("Two Mile House"), the *Village of Newburg.* One can
conclude, then, that Laws purchased land in Petersburg in the
1870°s.

e . e — -

8. Because Peter Lawe purchased, cleared and attempted to farm

land thought to have little value, the tezm "Patersburg" was
first used jokingly or, at times, ‘derisively. However, as
Tevis land was sub-divided and other African Americans settled
near Lawe, the segregated African American community grew and
developed institutions and traditions of which generatiomns to
come would be proud. - ) - -

U. S. Censug records reflect the early growth of Petersburg and
the significance of that growth. For example, the 1870 Census
for the "Two Mile House Precinct®, which contains Petersburg,
shows that Eliza Tevis was still living (she died in the early
to mid-1880's) at 79 years of age-~which conflicte with
earlier records regarding her age. She lived with her niece,
Mary Beard (forty years old), and Beard’s sons, Henry
(seventeen) and Charles (fifteen), and five other people. The
Tevis household was listed as dwelling #57 in the Census
enumeration tables--and, with the exception of only two
households, dwellings #49 through #72 vere all African
American households. The Tevis land had become a segregated
African American community with a total population of ninety-

nine (99) people by 1870, :

In 1880, the Census reflected a household (#370) in Distriect 23
. ("Two Mile House") of Jefferson County headed by Henry Beard.
Thies household was comprised of Beard’s mother, brother, two
children and a “"boarder® by the name of "Eliza Coleman.® This
boarder was 86 years old and, of course, could well have been
Eliza Tevis since Census takers were not always accurate in
recording information concerning African Americans (and freed
African Americans were not always certain of their
autoblographical facts). With the exception of two
households, dwellings #364 through #387 were all African
American households. The population had grown slightly to
105. Thus, a small, stable community of farmers and those who
worked elsewhere as hired laborers had coalesced by the end of

Reconstruction.
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tgz ggfzg: gosg_lmportant institutions in early Petersbu

Road FOreﬂtagangsghgﬁﬁﬁéh Now éocated at 3622 Pétdrsbu:g was
ch i was founded in 1867 :

Eggzgguézeghe ietersburg area. Until the chugcha;uzygiflr.t

Oral t:aditioi §o§3§g§§°§t$°“ met at the home of Eliza ggvgzs

a ] L
the reputation of being a h::izr?as deeply religious and had

Forest Home Cemetery, where the Tevis family and other early
Petersburg gettlers are buried, was established near the Tevis
Home. Ownership of this property passed down through the
Tevis/Beard family eventually to R. G. May and R. W. Samuels

in 1970.

By the early 1900‘s, °Newburgy became the designation :
entire area since the Post office bore that n,gz_ ion for the

The Petersburg/Newburg community grew signif
1950°se and 1960's. In the 195%’5, Geneggl égzzti{cin che
(Appliance Park) stinmulated residential and commercial
development in the area. Even more significantly, the urban
renewal projects of the 1960's eliminated the nrea's dirt
roads, outhouses, dark streets and substandard housing.
Sidewalks, gewer lines, paved roads, a community center and
2§;eh9usxng developments appeared——as the community

rienced a surge in population from the influx
three thgunand'nf;ican Americans who were displacegfhﬁozzbzg‘n
renewal in ¥OULEV1116. puring the same period, nearly four
thousand white residents of Newburg moved elsewhere.

gg:burg was inﬁoipor;ted as a city between 1982 and 1987.
ever, a weak tax base and digputes among resid
the dissolution of the city. d v LARREE CIESC

The contrast petween African American cammunity/neighborhood
development patterus in Louisville and Jefferson county 1ie
illuminating. Enslaved African Americans, in ante-bellum
Louisville, were concentrated in the wards or neighborhoods
occupied predominantly by upper class and we i
Free African americans found themselves excluded from white
neighborhoods and had to find or create the best living
arrangements possible for themselves, under the circumstances,
ndesirable areas near the City limits.

in comparatively u
30s and 1840s, these communities achieved a

However, by the 18
gsort of "critical population mass® and began developing their

own infrastructure, churches, civic and fraternal
organizations and even a few gmall businesses. some free
people of color even became land-owners and a few acquired
significant holdings—-—and because the City of Louisville grew
third of the nineteenth century, black

rapidly in the middle
neighborhoods that were once the forested or marshy border
lands (©.9-. in or

petween City and County became “choice" ]
near downtown fLouisville). The only nexghborhoods without
ved African Americansg were those of working clase

free Or ensla '
and white ethnic immigrants (after the jnflux of the IT sh and

Germans peginning in the 184078).
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Thus, by 1860, most free people of color lived inm Louisville
wherein recognizable and evolved African American communities
had developed immediately west (i.e., the Russell area) and
‘east of downtown before the Civil wWar. Indeed, of all
Louisville neighborhoods, the Russell neighborhood is the only
neighborhood to have been occupied by African Americans
literally from the time Louisville expanded, into that part of
the County and large early land holdings were divided. Eliza
Tevis’ property (on Green Street) was in-the eastern area of
black population concentration. This area was north of
Broadway, then the southerm limit of the City, and was
distinet from Smoketown, which developed after the Civil War
to accommodate Louisville’s rapidly growing African American
population.

In stark contrast, the Census enumerations for 1800 through
1860 identify only a handful of African American households
and property ownere in the entirety of Jefferson County. In -
the County, the settlers who survived the late 1700°s, and who
gained or maintained title to sizable tracts of land, became
the moving forces in the early history of this region, e.g.,
the Clark, Croghan, Bullitt, Floyd/Breckenridga, et al.,
families. Those who were sufficlently wealthy to own several
hundred acres of the best land usually owned between tem and

i as--with some families, e.g., the Bullitts of
ggiggg,sé::ing far more. Conseguently, in the most prosperous
regions of the County, i.e., along Harrods Creek and the many
forke of Beargrass Creek, large numbers of slaves and larg?
tracte of land were conceptrated in comparatively !ew.han'..
sMiddle-class" white fermers often owned a few Blaves; wh;fel
with small or poor-land—holdxngc, or those who rented 1agl
from the larger landowners, seldom owned any slaves at all.

eon County, free African Americans lived occasionally
ig :gftzrhzgsaholdgtin the early 1800s, ostensibly asagxrad
farm or domestic laborers, Or frsed slaves who remain L 2
employed by (0T, if aged or infirm, under the care of) their
former ownereé. However, by 1830, virtually all African
Americans living in Jefferson County were anslaved-ang, ™
pecaugse their was Ro “place" for free people of color in
gocial and economic structure of the County, those who were 4
free or freed tended to gravitate toward Louisville or towar
the free states. In this context, Eliza Tevis was & r.r:mil
exception because of her relationship with the Hundley £ {,
her own ambitions and ability, and the presence of a seeningly

valueless tract of swampy land.

" slave December 18, 1865 in Keatucky) opened
g:zaggg g§ cnnflizt(and fluid population moyumant. ;2a;Pe
1870 Census, for example, the number of African ?Terx "
households in Louisville had increased dramatica Y asbrur .
slaves were freed and migrated to the City. However, becaus

of their inability to obtain land, most African Americans

living in Jefferson County remained attached to or associated

i ouseholds. The emergence of African American
:é;:u:?tgzshinﬂthe County was determined primarily by wh::n;§
whites were willing to sell land to African amer%g?nsland,
so, the location of this land. Once purchased, ;s ;2 3

'1d then be sub—divided and sold or rented to other rican
AMETiC the case with the land purchased by Henry

i --ag was ‘
ETE’#??ii Tevis, Peter.gaws,_nlfrad Berry (of Berrytown) and
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The motives of the whites who were willing to sell land to
African Americans vere seldom altruistic. Whites often wanted
to keep their "lahor* near at hand, but not too near (as was
certainly the case with Anchorage and Berrytown/ Griffytown)-- -
and the lands made available were seldom “choice.” However,
African Americans welcomed and were quick to take advantage of
the opportunity to own land whenever that opportunity
presented itself. They did so, not so much as a means of

e

achieving wealth, but as a means of achieving independence and
self-respect. '

Free African American communities in the ante-bellum and
segregation eras typically originated as “"communities of
exclugion.®” Because whites had the power to restrict the -
roles and “places” that could be occupied by African
Americans, African Americans found themselves on the outer
margins or in the least desirable regions of areas of white
settlement—-unless they provided services directly to or were
under the direct control of whites.

African Americans, of course, had anothar agenda, i.e., to
achieve or at least to approximate economic, political and
social equality. Segregation was not a choice made by African
Americans, but a social reality imposed upon African Americans
by whites who were determined to maintain racial subordination
and social distance. Being unable, until the past generation,
to level the legal barriers of segregation, African Americans
had to pursue their agenda both within and against those

barriers.

Ultimately, these communities of exclusion--of free parsons of
color (and some urban slaves) before general emancipation and
of freedmen thereafter-—achievad a "critical mass® of
population size and density that made possible the development
of their own institutions, .infrastructure, social system and
social relations with the surrounding white community.
Although lacking in power and wealth, these evolved or
evolving communities created opportunities for their residents
to occupy roles and statuses which were closed to them in the
larger community, e.g., leadershlp positions, high status
positions, property and business ownership, et al.

Nevertheless, it is useful to remember that these were not
wholly independent communities--although, to their less

; perceptive residents, they may have geemed so. They remained

scommunities of exclusion® and remained under the serutiny and
requlatory power of those who governed the surrounding white
community, i.e., those who had the power teo exclude African
Americans in the first place. What African Americans achieved
in communities such as Russell, Smoketown, Parkland,
Berrytown/Griffytown and Petersburg was a testament both to
thair determination to "make the best of a bad situation® and
to their ability to transcend the limits imposed upon them.

In essence, these communities offered far less than African
Americans needed, but far more than whites intended.
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