African American Neighborhood History Project

Photographs
Unless otherwise noted, all photographs were copied by Carridder Jones, with permission

of the owner.
1. Jefferson Jacob School, Prospect.
Unidentified school children and teachers, 1920’s.
Donated by Pen and Brenda Bogert, 9 October 2000.
2. James T. Taylor, age 24.
3. James T. Taylor at his house.
4, James T. Taylor (seated in middle, front row).

5. Harry Hall Merriwether.

6. Harry Hall Merriwether and his second wife.

7. Merriwether House, Harrod’s Creek.
8. Martin Dunbar’s grandmother, Lula.
9. Martin Dunbar’s mother (in sailor suit) at the Lincoln Institute.

10.  William Stokes (Martin Dunbar’s grandfather).

11.  Dunbar family: Martin Dunbar (rear), Martin Dunbar’s father (lower right);
Martin Dunbar’s son and two grandsons.
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Brooks Genealogy

I. Lewis Brooks — (1827 - ?7)
Married Harriet Ruedd in 1860 (1835 - ?)
From 1870 - 1900 they were living in Harrod’s Creek neighborhood. [1870 US census
Jefferson Co., Harrod’s Cr. Pct., # 43-41; 1880 US Census Jefferson Co., Harrod’s Cr.
Pct., # 48-57; 1900 US Census, Jefferson Co., Harrod’s Cr. Pct., #331-351.
A. Nettie Brooks —b. 1855
B. Anthony Brooks — b. 1858
C. Lewis Brooks —b. 1860
D. Simon Brooks — (1862 — 1920)
Married Edlene Jacob. Simon was buried in Prospect.
1. Laura E. Brooks (1902 - ). Attended a one-room school in Prospect, and
later attended the Jefferson Jacob School, named for her maternal
grandfather. (See JACOB genealogy). Interviewed.
E. Robert Brooks —b. 1864
F. Mary Ann Brooks —b. 1866
G. Nannie Brooks —b. 1870
H. Edward Brooks —b. 1872.



Jacob Genealogy

L. Jefferson Jacob (1835 - 7). Was a farmer, pastor and community leader.
Married Susan (1838-9?)
They were living in the Harrod’s Creek Pct. in 1870 and 1880

A. Edmonia Jacob —b. 1856

B. Edward Jacob — b. 1858

C. Charles Jacob —b. 1866

D. Sidney A. Jacob b. 1867

F. Edlene Jacob (1868 — 1954)

Married Simon Brooks.

1. Laura E. Brooks — (1903 - ). (see BROOKS genealogy).

G. Annie Jacob—b. 1872

H. Jane Jacob —b. 1873

I. Laura Jacob —b. 1876

J. Parker B. Jacob — (1877 — 1957).

K. Mary F. Jacob —b. 1879.



Lang Genealogy

I. Thaddeus Lang (1825 - ?). Living in 1880; died by 1900.
Married Elizabeth Kiger (1837-1915). Her parents were Addison Kiger and Matilda
Watson. The Langs were living in the Saltillo Pct., Oldham County in 1870 and 1880. By
1900, Elizabeth Lang was living in Harrod’s Creek with her son, Addison, and grandson,
James T. Taylor. Elizabeth Lang died at Central State Hospital and was buried in
Louisville Cemetery.
Children of Thaddeus and Elizabeth Lang:
A. Addison Lang — (1856 — 1922). Buried in Louisville Cemetery.
B. Fanny Lang — b. 1859; died ca. 1885.
Married Edward Taylor in 1883. (See TAYLOR genealogy).
1. James Thomas Thaddeus Alexander Taylor —b. 1885
Married Etta
a. James S. Taylor —b. 1914
b. Minnie Alta Taylor — b. 1912. Interviewed.
¢. May Etta Taylor —b. 1919
C. John W. Lang — (1860 — 1928). Buried Louisville Cemetery.
D. George Lang — (1864 — 1924). Buried Louisville Cemetery.
E. Jane Lang — b. 1866
F. Charles Lang — b. 1868
G. Alonzo Lang —b. 1870
H. Florence Lang — b. 1873
I. Robert Lang — b. 1875
J. David Lang — b. 1879



Merriwether Genealogy

I. Harrison Merriwether (1810 - ?). Born in Shelby Co.

Married Jane

(1825 - ?)

They were living in Saltillo Pct., Oldham Co., in 1870.
A. Isaac Merriwether — (1845 — 1928). Died at Harrod’s Creek. Buried in
Louisville Cemetery.
Married Mattie Taylor (1852 - 1924) on 2 January 1872 at 12 Mile Island.
Marriage performed by John Buckner. Witnesses were Mat Jacob and Jefferson
Jacob [Jefferson Co. Marriage Book 2-C, p. 232]. Isaac (Ike or Zack) and Mattie
were living in Saltillo Pct. in 1880. In 1910 they were living in Harrod’s Creek
Pct. The 1910 census showed “Zack” Merriwether, age 59 and Mattie
Merriwether, age 56, married for 39 years. Occupation for Isaac Merriwether,
who was unable to write, was “preacher of the gospel”. [1910 US Census
Jefferson Co., Harrod’s Creek Pct., # 51-51]. They still were living there in 1920).
(See TAYLOR and LANG genealogies).

1. Mamie Merriwether — b. 1875
2. Harry Hall Merriwether — (1879 - 1954)
Married Sunshine H. Clinton (1881 - 1940) on 24 June 1907 [Jefferson
Co. Marriage Book 5-C, p. 92. No date, witnesses, or pastor given;
marriage bond, dated 27 June 1907, with Harrison Kennedy as
bondsman].]. She was the daughter of Willis Y. Clinton and Nancy

. She was buried in Eastern Cemetery. In 1910 Harry Hall and
Sunshine Merriweather were living at 630 Laurel St. in the Smoketown
neighborhood of Louisville. He worked as a chauffer. Census showed they
were each married for the first time and had no children. [1910 US
Census, Jefferson Co., ED 70, Family # 284, 29 April 1910]. In 1920 they
were living in Harrod’s Creek Pct. Harry H. Merriwether death certificate
[age 71, 15 March 1954, Vol. 10, # 4944].
1938 1938 Louisville City Directory
Dr. A. C. and Elnora Mclntyre at 2105 W. Chestnut St.
1940 Sunshine Merriwether died
1941 1941 Louisville City Directory
Elnora E. Mclntyre: Assistant in Colored Dept., LFPL, residing 2105 W.
Chestnut St.
1942 1942 Louisville City Directory
H. H. Merriweather, janitor at Weissiger-Gaulbert Apts., residing at
Harrod’s Creek
Elnora M. Merriweather: Assistant in Colored Dept., LFPL, residing 2105
W. Chestnut St.

a. Mary Margaret Merriweather. Interviewed.

3. Lilly Merriwether — (1880 — 1947). Died at Harrod’s Creek. Buried in
Louisville Cemetery.
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Merriwether Genealogy

1. Harrison Merriwether (1810 - 7). Bom in Shelby Co.

Married Jane

(1825 - 7)

They were living in Saltillo Pct., Oldham Co., in 1870.
A. Isaac Merriwether — (1845 — 1928). Died at Harrod’s Creek. Buried in

Louisville Cemetery.
Married Mattie Taylor (1852 - ?). Isaac (Ike) and Mattie were living in Saltillo
Pct. In 1880 and in Harrod’s Creek (“The Neck™) in 1920. (See TAYLOR and

LANG genealogies).

1. Mamie Merriwether — b. 1875
2. Harry Hall Merriwether — (1879 - 1954)
Married Sunshine H. Clinton (1881 - 1940). She was the daughter of
Willis Y. Clinton and Nancy . She was buried in Eastern
Cemetery. In 1910 Harry Hall and Sunshine Merriweather were living at
630 Laurel St. in the Smoketown neighborhood of Louisville. He worked
as a chauffer [1910 US Census, Jefferson Co., ED 70, Family # 284, 29
April 1910].

a. Mary Margaret Merriweather. Interviewed.
3. Lilly Merriwether — (1880 — 1947). Died at Harrod’s Creek. Buried in
Louisville Cemetery.
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Taylor Genealogy

I. Thomas Taylor (1825 — ca. 1873-1880)
Married Frances Jacob (1830 - ?).
In 1860 the only free African American in the Harrod’s Creek area was Jefferson Taylor,
age 54. He was livng with the family of Humphrey Pate [1860 US Census Jefferson Co.,
Falls of Harrod’s Creek, 31 August 1860].
In 1870 Thomas and Frances Taylor were living in Harrod’s Creek Pct. in Jefferson Co.
Thomas worked as a farm hand and had $200 in personal property. Living next to them
were the families of Jeff Taylor (age 58), William Taylor (age 36) and George S. Taylor
(age 38). [1870 US Census, Jefferson Co., Harrod’s Creek Pct., 17 August 1870, p. 6].
Thomas died by 1880, at which time the household was headed by Frances Taylor.
Living with her were her children William, Eddie, Minnie, Thomas, Sarah and Haggie.
They lived in “The Neck”, Harrod’s Creek.
Children of Thomas and Frances Taylor:
A. Mattie Taylor — (1852- ?).
B. Nancy Taylor — b. 1854
C. Eveline Taylor—b. 1855
D. Rina Taylor-b. 1857
Married Wilson Magruder
E. William Taylor— b. 1858
F. Edward Taylor—b. 1860
Married Fannie Lang (see LANG genealogy) on 23 August 1883. They were
married by Jefferson Jacob in Jefferson Co.. Witnesses were James Enders and
William Brown. [Jefferson Co. Marriage Book 3-C, p. 96]. Fanny died about the
time of James® birth, and James was raised by his maternal grandparents,
Thaddeus and Elizabeth Lang.
1. James Thomas Thaddeus Alexander Taylor — (1885 — 1955).
Married Julia Etta McAfee (1888 - 1942).
a. James S. Taylor — b. 1914
b. Minnie Alta Taylor — b. 1911. Attended Jefferson Jacob School
(built ca. 1918). Interviewed.
¢. May Etta Taylor — b. 1919
G. Minnie Taylor—b. 1866
H. Thomas J. Taylor—b. 1868
I. Sarah Taylor—b. 1870
J. Haggie Taylor- b. 1873
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Printed by MapDraw Demo Version.

Deed Book 197, p. 457.
B. F. Hartsfield Estate to Jefferson Jacob.

26 February 1876.
$583.31 ($260.00 cash, balance in two instaliments).

7 acres.
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Printed by MapDraw Demo Version.

Jefferson Co. Deed Book 1038, p. 189.

D. G. Skaggs and wife to James to James T. Taylor.

1 March 1923.

$2,094.75. A 23.94 - acre tract on River Road."between the towns of Harrods Creek and
Prospect".
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Printed by MapDraw Demo Version.

Jefferson Co. Deed Book 1033, p. 120.

D. C. Clarke and wife to James T. Taylor.

23 January 1923.

Tract of 189.2 acres on Brownsboro Turnpike, for $25,000.
Same as DB 989, p. 505.
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Jefferson Co. Deed Book 1033, p. 120.

D. C. Clarke and wife to James T. Taylor.

23 January 1923.

Tract of 189.2 acres on Brownsboro Turnpike, for $25,000.
Same as DB 989, p. 505.

1 §83°5W931.26 16 N 16.5°W102.8
2 N35°25'W1321.32 17 N8°E185.79

3 S48°25'W534.93 18 N33° E262.02
4 S35°10'E 11088 19 N43°W99

5 §49°34'W1739.1 20 N63.5°W52.8
6 N41°W2475 21 S66.5°W151.8
7 S71°W46.86 22 N89.5° W 148.01
8 N3°E307.89 23 N73°W52.8

9 N12.5°W136.95 24 N54°W 119.96
10 N 28.25° W 61.05 25 N39°W87.12
11 N1°E80.52 26 N22.5° W 79.86
12 N 16.25° E 282.65 27 N45°EB76.5
13 N 13° 10' W 337.92 28 N64.5°E 19437
14 N 8.25° E 399.96 29 Back to pob

15 N 56° W 429.99
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Jefferson Co. Deed Book 268, p. 597.
Louis Hardin to H. Kennedy.
1.15 acres at Harrod's Creek on Wolf Pen Branch Rd. for $46.00 ($20.00 cash and the

balance due in 1 year).

Deed Book 268, p. 599.

Louis Hardin to J. W. Lang.

2.62 acres for $104.80 ($52.40 cash).
20 March 1884.

20 March 1884.
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Jefferson Co. Deed Book 268, p. 597.
Louis Hardin to H. Kennedy.
1.15 acres at Harrod's Creek on Wolf Pen Branch Rd. for $46.00 ($20.00 cash and the balance due in 1 year).

Deed Book 268, p. 599.

Louis Hardin to J. W. Lang.

2.62 acres for $104.80 ($52.40 cash).
20 March 1884.

20 March 1884.

1 S31°W439 5 N80°W234
2 NBO°W117 6 N31°E568
3 N31°E482 7 Close

4 S59°E 109
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_Jefferson . COUNLY . riaussro

Commission land-use’ commit- o FUgE 4y v+

Subdivision may
be named after
early developer

By BILL PIKE
bpike@courier—]oumal.com
The Courier-Journal’

_ During his 79 years, James
Taylor was & farmer, bus driver,
quarry - operator, bridge and
road builder, president ofareal- |} PROPOSE
estate company, community JAMES
leader and perhaps the first Af- !
rican American to develop 2 TAYLOR
modern suburban subdivision in VILLAGE
Jefferson County. L ——
Taylor, who died 37 years ago-

. . PHOTCS BY DAVID R LUTMAN, SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL
he native praine atop the old parade field in Iroquois Park.

AN OLMSTED

'En THIS FAL but l(\‘s still ‘hwell-rem%rg_bgrgd, .

o e L '»gglxlnedsgf(:grh?xa subdvision Y STEVE DURBIN, THE

?‘kg‘9§(e_¢tégte$é_ b ARk _ “Eastwood Construction and -

g%t_ ?rgts ot 50 ) & Development wants 10 build

‘:k'ﬁ‘i" 186 SN pNic. Clearing James Taylor. Village, with 12 E

LA ov. 16.. - ¥ T . single-family homes and 42.con- James Taylor

imation.or to volunteer, g0 Al from prairie ¥ p Ex - dominiums, along Duroc Ave- L e

arks,org-or call 456-3275 - : s off River Road near Pros- wwas always
e The . Louisville-Jefferson busy doing

has scheduled a public hearing
at 5:30 p.m. Sept. 5 on the pro-
posal, which involves a zoning
change. :

Don Bright, owner of East- e e

wood Construction, named the C
opment for Tay- A roadside marker on Shirley

S RS roposed devel
e Tz for. “That would fit the neigh- Avenue sums up Taylor’s role:
8 £radicating [ERRGE borhood,” Bright said. “He was «“James Taylor (1885-1965)
non-native . e the first developer out there.” . was chiefly responsible for the
Taylor developed the .ared, modern Harrods Creek commu-.
which is between River Road - nity: Ambitious entrepreneurl,
and Hays Kennedy. Park, during Taylor.. purchased land from
‘the 1920s. - . _ Mary Shirley Helm in 1919 and
-The subdivision was laid out began to sell lots to other Afri-
like modern subdivisions. That .can Americans in 1923. . The
distinguished it from other sub- Taylor Subdivision became the
urban African-American devel- e
opments,- where. ‘development -See SUBDIVISION
was more haphazard. a Page 2, col. 1

County - Plannin Commission =
R g something.”
7 LauraBrooks

AKX



-~ The community includes about 100

families, mostly black, who live be-
‘tween River Road and Hays Kennedy
Park. Residents who remember Tay-
lor described ‘him as ‘hard-working,
respected, cheerful and businesslike.

“He was energetic and smart,” said
Martin Dunbar Jr., who knew Taylor
when he was a boy. “He was the kind
of pe%rsqn you listened to when he
mlk '” ) . - .

Luevenia Johnson, 89, said. she
knew Taylor well. “He was a fine per-
son. He was big in stature and busi-
nesslike,” Johnson said. “He was
pleasant. He worked hard, but he was
always happy and smiling.” - -

Nicknamed “Big Jim,” Taylor

-launched his first enterprise when he

was 14 years old after buying a team
of mules and a plow. “He did contract
farming for wealthy families,” said
William Ratliff, who also knew Taylor
whenhewasaboy. -

Eventually, Taylor owned balers,
tractors and other farming equip-
ment, according to his daughter’s ac-
count of his life published in 2000 by
the Prospect Harrods Creek Neigh-
borhood Association. : :

Between 1915 and the 1930s, Taylor
owned the James T. Taylor Real Es-
tate Co., which had offices on West
Walnut Street, now Muhammad Ali
Boulevard. ’ a ,

Besides Taylor, who was president,
the other officers were Wilson Lovett,
vice president; Joseph Ray, secretary;
W.W. Spradling, treasurer; and
Abram L. Simpson, manager, accord-
ing fo a 1924 Louisville directory.

Minnie Gibson, who knew Taylor
when she was growing up, said his

Chenoweth zoning request complicated

Contintied from Page One

The two properties share a drive
that leads to a rear ing area, and
the d;ll'vcfa wg:tl;li need to be zoned
properly for both properties,. -

Alex Talbott, Marquette’s attorney,
said he has called and written Sumine
twice, but has had no response. She is
operating under a conditional-use
permit, planning officials said. -
. Summe would not comment to The
Courier-Journal last week. A public
hearing on the zoning-change request
before the Planni issior
scheduled for 1 p.m. Oct. 31 in the Old

Jail Building. 514 W. Lihertv St St -

Commission is - it hasn’
-chance to ‘think about it,” “I can’t

Subdivision m
. Continued from Page One o
Y - James Taylor
. nucleus for a thriving suburban Afri- 4| developed an-
can American community.” ' .| area between

River '_Izoad and
Hays Ken
Parkinthe
1920s. Taylor,
who died 37
years ago, is
remembered as
hard-working

| and cheerful.

purchase of the property that he sub-
divided
boufht it. from white people, who
rarely sold land to blacks. -

Taylor laid out three main streets in
the subdivision. He named Shirley
Avenue and Bass Road for previous
owners of the land, Gibson said. He
named Duroc Avenue after his favor-
ite type of hog, according to the ac-
gount of his daughter, Minnie Broad-

US. . . .
Taylor; who lived on Shirley Ave-
nue, also operated a quarry along Riv-
er Road between Mockingbird Valley
Road and Zorn Avenue, according to
Br'cl)‘adilus’ account.- & i
aylor used gravel from the qua
in teznis courts that he builtgn t'ﬁz
area, Ratliff said. Taylor also built
roads and bridges on farms and es-
tates. “He built a lot of the private
roads out here,” Dunbar said.©

The real-estate company and the
quarry operation closed during the
1930s, victims of the Great Depres-
sion, according to Broaddus’ account.
The sale of lots in Taylor’s subdivi-
si(i_rlx also declin;ld. o
~ However, Taylor continued farming
in Harrods Creek and Prospect.

“He bought and sold hay,” said
Laura Brooks, 95, who said she knew

first thing to do is get the zoning.”

A conditional-use permit was grant-
ed for the property in 1988, said Jim
King, St. Matthews’ city clerk;

Ed Lewis, who works as a hard-
ware and home-industry manufactur-
er’s representative next door at 144
Chenoweth, said he ﬁ:)t office zoning
for his property, which used to be
apartments, in 1983.

“I notice they’ve paved the parking
lot in back, so they obviously have got
something in mind.” Lewis said he re-
ceived a notice about the .zoning:
change request but hasn’t had a

imamina that 4 cemiald Lo = 311, ..

ay honor developer

was - unusual because he’

-glance, Gibson said. “If we got kind

9

“Looking Back” is an occasional
series examining a historical prop-
erty or event in Jefferson, Bullitt or
Oldham counties. We welcome
your ideas for topics. Call 582-
4167 or e-maii editor Veda Morgan
at vimorgan e courier-joumnal.com..

Taylor well for many years. “I re-
memtl))er hgn:_doing at. He was al-
ways oing something.”

Taylgiyoftelggdrove the school bus
that transported African-American
youngsters in the area to Central
High School and the old Jackson Jun-
ior High School.

Black youngsters in Harrods Creek
also attended the old Jacobs Elemen-
tary School-on Jacobs School Road.
Those were the only schools they
could attend before schools were inte-
grated in the 1950s. _ ‘

“Mr. Taylor was the bus contractor
and owned the bus,” said Gibson,
who rode the bus to Jackson and Cen-
tral during the 1940s. “He was a
strong black man who wanted to do
things for black people.”

Youngsters respected Taylor, who
could keep them in line with only a

of loud, he’d look up in his mirror at
you. That was enough.” :

Taylor was active for many years
with Hatrods Creek Baptist Church,
where he was a deacon and trustee.

“He would do anything he could to
try to help blacks improve them-
selves,” Dunbar said. “I'm glad he
lived in this neighborhood. I'm glad I
knew him.” -

Studio Smythe, Prescott’s Boutique
and Brundage Jewelers. It backs up to
homes on Colonial Drive. One of the
houses behind the property is for sale,
and next-door resident Doris Herdt

said she didg;tmtmlx;k,vthe zoning
change would er her:~ o o

Over the years, many residences
have been .converted to, other uses

but the St. Mat-

Chenoweth. -~ -
- The Marquette prop
Massgie. In the rezon

OPE}
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EARLY 6-FOOT-3,

strong and ‘‘very,
very handsome,”’
James Taylor cut

quite a figure in his
day.

But more than his looks, the
farmer, developer and quarry own-
er who died in 1965 is remembered
in Harrods Creek for carving out
and ensuring the survival of a
black community there.

Black roots in Harrods Creek
date to' the slave days. After the
Civii War, freed blacks found
homes in pockets around southern
Oldham County, Harrods Creek and
Prospect,

Taylor was born in 1885 and
Taised by his grandmother, a mid-
Wife, on Wolf Pen Branch Road.
His neighbor, a black minister
known as Brother Kennedy, is said
to have built a school for blacks on
What is now Jacob School Road.

Students came primarily from
the all-black sections called The

eck, near what is now Hoskins
Beach Road, and Happy Hollow, an
€nclave off 11.S. 42 on a road of the
Same name.

imes it But it was Jacob School Road
stinks,” and James Taylors subdivision,
admits, Stretching along River Road from
1o place 3} 3bout Carslaw Court past Duroc

Veénue that became the core of
€ black community after the

ful place 3
4 1920s. Both those areas were once

fehx 15

Ambitious farmer-developer James Taylor
paved the way for area’s black community

owned by the Shirley family, whose
farm holdings in the area date to
the mid-1800s. (The Neck and
Happy Hollow have disappeared as
families died out and sold to devel-
opers.) - )

In those days, most whites didn't
sell property to blacks. But one
branch of the Shiriey family appar-
ently ignored convention. Deeds
show A. E. Shirley sold his farm to
Taylor around 1920.

Another Shirley sold to individ-
nals such as 70-year-old Chester
Trowel's father, who bought one
acre on Jacob School Road in 1919
for $300. That was big money for a
farmhand making 85 cents a day.

Why did they sell when others
wouldn’t?

“The impression I've always got-
ten,” said Trowel, of Bass Lane, “is
that these people were just interest-
ed in helping out blacks, seeing
them do well.”

James Taylor more than fulfilled
that hope.

At age 14, Taylor bought a.team

of mules and a plow and began -

contract farming in the area. He
branched off into construction,
road building and eventually real-
estate development. Taylor subdi-
vided the old Shirley farm in 1924
and began selling to blacks only.
*“At first he sold only to family,”
recalled Taylor’s daughter, Minnie

Alta Broaddus, 77. Later, he “care-
fully screened” buyers for other
lots on Shirley Lane, -Bass and
Duroc. Many of the people worked
on farms or for nearby estates.

“He always said by the time he
was 35 years old he wanted to have
$35,000 in the bank,” said Broad-
dus. “He overdid that”

“He was a wonderful person, a
real businessman,” recalled Laura
Brooks, 82, the granddaughter of
Jefferson Jacob, the slave for
whom a now-defunct Jacob School
was named. -

She bought a lot in the 1940s
from Taylor, who was “very, very
handsome” and worked as a do-
mestic for the Garvin Brown fam-
ily for 37 years, she said.

She and others remember Hays
Kennedy, the daughter-inlaw of
Brother Kennedy. She spent years

operating programs for children in-

Harrods Creek. The park west of
Taylor’s holdings bears her name.

Green Castle Baptist Church on
Rose Istand Road and Harrods
Creek Baptist Church at 7610 River
Road, remain primary institutions
for blacks in the area.

Brooks, Broaddus and Trowel
agree it's important to them to live
where their forefathers worked.

“I've been here all my 70 years,”
Trowel said. “I know practically
everybody out here. Everyone is
very friendly.”

The one-lane bridge
on River Road over
Harrods Creek looks
about the same today
as it did in a 1916
photograph.
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KENTUCKY HERITAGE COUNCIL
The State Historic Preservation Office

April 17, 1989

Mr. & Mrs. William Kellar
6421 Upper River Road, Box 74
Harrods Creek, Kentucky 40027

RE: Merriwether House (Site #JF-690)
defferson County Multiple Resource Area

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Kellar:

. The Kentucky Heritage Council is Pleased to announce that your
bProperty listed above wasg entered in the National Register of Historic Places
on March 22, 1989. Listing in the National Register gives recognition that
the site has historical, architectural, op archaeological significance within the
context of the community, State, or Nation, Benefits include limited
Protection against adverse action by Federal agencies and eligibility for
Federal tax benefits for depreciable historic structures as specified in the
Economic Recovery Act of 1981,

We are enclosing a Certificate of listing and a blue decal for you to
apply to a window at the main entrance to your historic property. These
indicate that the pbroperty is listed irf the National Register of Historic Places
or is a contributing building in a National Register District.

I know you share our pleasure that the property has been so honored.

We encourage you to help us keep the file an your property current by

sharing with us any newly ohtained information on the history of the site,

Thank you for your participation in the breservation of Kentucky's heritage.
Sincerely,

L0 L2 G a

David L. Morgan, Difector
Kentucky Heritage Council and
State Historic Preservatien Officer

DLM:MP/bsc

Enclosures

12th Floor, Capital Plaza Tower Fiankfort, Keneucky 40601 Telephone (502) 564-7005

An equal opportunity employer M/F/H




QA Jefferson
County

Rosewell, a
two-story brick
mansion on an

original 4,000-acre
estate in Harrods
Creek, was built in
the 1850s. it was the
home of the Charles
G. Middieton family
when this photo was
taken in 1940. It is
still used as a
private residence.
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arrods Creek |
“Settlers took a turn at mills; verdant hills
and lowlands were home to diverse groups

By GRACE SCHNEIDER/Staff Writer

ORN FIELDS, Ilush

woodlands and mean-

dering creeks dotted

Harrods Creek in the

1940s. Farmhouses,
barns and a few small summer
cabins were scattered beside River
Road.

A grocery store, post office and
garage sat near Wolf Pen Branch
and River roads.

A classic farm community?

Hardly. Harrods Creek has al-
ways been more than that. Its un-
usual geograpby — an area bor-
dered by the Ohio River, bisected
by two large creeks and surround-
ed by a collar of high hills — has
drawn a diverse mix of people
since the late 1800s.

In the waning days of the last
century, the pretty hillsides were
home to wealthy Louisville fam-
ilies; the creek and the river, to
working-class whites. And through
a twist of opportunity, a group of
blacks carved a niche there, too.

All three groups still have a
place in the commurity, which is
bounded roughly by the river on
the west; U.S. 42 on the east; Lime
Kiln Lane to the south; and the
area near Hays Kennedy Park on
the north.

Harrods Creek’s story began in

the late 1700s. The Obio’s current
made the waterway’s mouth a logi-
cal stop -for flatboats.

Some accounts say that the creek
was named for James Harrod, who
came to Kentucky in 1773 and
founded Fort Harrod, the site of
present-day Harrodsburg. Other
records point to Capt. William Har-
rod, whom George Rogers Clark
tapped to command the first fort at
Louisville in 1779.

A settlement started sometime
before 1775 near the present-day
River Creek Inn on River Road and
Guthrie Beach Road. A popular

spot for flatboat men was the ol‘A
Harrods Tavern.

University) in Lexington, laid out
city upriver from the creek. Lo
were sold, but the town never
veloped, according to records
the Jefferson County Office of Hi
toric Preservation and Archives.

Transylvania Avenue, Wwhich:
branches west off River Road, is>|

oo i T T

located on what became known as_l

“the seminary land.” -
In the waning days of the 18|J:~
century, Harrods Creek was a hol*
spot. Cargo was unloaded at 2=
wharf and sent south on Louisville:
Westport Pike (now River Road)
or over another roadway to Middle-
town and Jeffersontown. The stop:
let travelers avoid Louisville]
which was known as a dlsease-m~
fested swamp. =
Louisville, however, had been
cleaned up by the early 1800s.:
After about 1810, most of the tra.f_
fic bypassed Harrods Creek for the
growing town downstream. But the:
former was still popular for its fer-h
ry to Utica, Ind.

bid
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Farmers and millers, attracted
by the rich bottomland and abun-
dant water, sank roots along the
creek and the Ohio River. At least
four mills served the area, includ-
ing an early version of Wolf Pen
Mill, which some accounts say
burned down twice. A sturdy stone
mill dating to 1870 still stands off
Wolf Pen Lane on Sallie Bingham's
estate, Wolfpen Farm. A stone wall
thought to be a remnant of another
mill sits beside a beautiful stairstep
waterfall on the farm.

Local legend holds that a flax
mill was operated there during the
early 1800s by a man named Bash.
An enemy caught up with Bash and
torched the mill to cinders one
ni_ght — with the miller and his
wife inside. People still call the
creek Bash’s Branch, said Martin
Sweets, 75, of Prospect.

Another settler, Thomas Bar-
bour, built a grist mill on Harrods
Creek in 1808, and an 1878 map
shows a Barbour family farmed 92
acres beside Harrods Creek,

“Barbour Lane — also the former

lame for Wolf Pen Branch Road
before it veers off Barbour Lane
€ast of U.S. 42 — bears the fam-
ly’s name.

§lnce those days, the communi-

S evolution has mirrored that of
Other Jefferson County suburbs,
Such as Anchorage and Glenview,
according to county records. Once
Covered with farms, the area be-
Game dotted with summer estates
for Louisville’s wealthy. The inter-

ban railroad built in the early

helped foster these suburbs,

Other sections of Harrods Creek

e fulltime residences for
People such as John Lang, 84, a

mechanic and son of an estate
overseer who owned land that now
houses Mooser’s Garage at 6337
River Road.

“I always called this a hand-me-
down neighborhood,” said Mary
Lang, John Lang's wife, whose fam-
ily has lived in Harrods Creek
since the late 1800s. “Land was
passed from generation to genera-
tion.”

Mary Lang once operated the
Chick Inn restaurant, at 6325 River
Road. She leases it now to another
business owner.

In Lang’s day, say area residents,
the Chick Inn’s fried chicken and
other dishes went unmatched.

“They had the best fried oysters
you ever put in your mouth,”
Sweets offered. )

Sweets until recently lived in
Nitta Yuma, an unusual housing de-
velopment up the hill from River
Road at. Wolf Pen Branch Road.

In 1890, Brown-Forman distillery

founder George Garvin Brown and
two business partners purchased
100 acres of hilly farmland off
Wolf Pen Branch.
" They built three spacious homes
and formed the Nitta Yuma Co. (an
Indian term meaning “high land”),
outlining an arrangement in which
each owner paid a pro-rated share
for upkeep and other community
expenses. Their descendants still
live there. Other homes were add-
ed to the enclave, but much of its
exclusive ambiance remains.

Another blue-chip enclave, Ash-
bourne, is an estate directly across
River Road from the Chick Inn and
the Lang home. Sally Brown, the
wife of deceased distillery magnate
W. L. Lyons Brown, lives there.

Some of the blacks who moved
to the area worked for people in
the “big houses.” But not all black
roots can be traced to Nitta Yuma
and Ashbourne. .

Harty Merriwether and his son
Isaac bought two acres in two sepa-
rate tracts on Harrods Creek in
about 1890 and their family mem-
bers have lived in the area since.

So have the descendants of
James Taylor, a black man who

“ bought a farm near what is now

Bass Avenue and subdivided it, sell-
ing to blacks only. -

Harrods Creek’s ‘“diversity”
makes it interesting,” said Meme
Sweets Runyon, of Nitta Yuma.

Although the mix already was
present in Harrods Creek by 1890,
it became more pronounced as the
farms bordering the Ohio gradually
gave way to summer cottdges and
later to full-time riverside homes
after World War II.

In those days, all worlds met at
‘Helen Robertson’s general store
and post office at the middle of the
fork at River Road and Wolf Pen
Branch, recalled the late Robert-
son's daughter, Alice McDonald, of
the St. Matthews area.

“You didn't need a newspaper,”
said Mary Lang. “All you had to do
was go to Robertson’s.”

The river and creek, recalls
Glenview resident George
McBride, was plied by lots of row-
boats and small craft. Later, the
area began to atfract a following of
weekend water worshipers that has
burgeoned today, with enormous
sailboats and cabin cruisers skim-
ming the currents.

- “At night along the creek and
along River Road, the bug-repellent

Harrods Creek
where River Road
and Wolf Pen
Branch come
together looks about
the same today as it
did in a 1964
photograph.
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The Merriwether
house near Harrods
Creek has been in
that family since
1890, when Harry
Merriwether moved
there.

DID YOU
KNOW:

B For a week in 1934,
the kidnapping of a
Harrods Creek
resident grabbed the
national spotlight. A
“filling-station”
employee nabbed
Alice Stoll, 26, the
daughter-inlaw of
Stolt Oil Refining Co.
president Charles C.
Stoll. The kidnapper
demanded a $50,000
ransom.

Sightseers and
reporters converged
on the community.
Many reportedly
waited for news at the
Harrods Creek post
office and grocery
store.

After about six days,
the ransom was paid
and Stoll was released
in Indianapolis.
Thomas H. Robinson
Jr., of Nashville, Tenn.,
was captured 18
months later in
California, convicted
and sentenced to life
in prison.

B The one-room
Harrods Creek School
once stood just north
of the River Road
bridge over Harrods
Creek. A white

Masonic Lodge

building is there now.
M A tavern once stood
on the site of
Ashbourne, the W. L.
Lyons Brown estate on
River Road at Wolf
Pen Branch Road.
County records show
the house, parts of
which date to the
early 1800s, was also
a home for
Confederate veterans
of the Civil War.

lights flicker on. Jukebox songs stir
the air; laughter comes from tav-
erns,” said a 1965 article in the
Louisville Times.

Certainly one of those laughter-
filled taverns was the Pine Room, a
popular nightclub and restaurant
that burned down in 1977 after 35
years in business. “I got a lump
when the Pine Room burned,” Mc-
Donald said.

The Pine Room is now a real es-
tate office — an appropriate busi-
ness considering the building boom
under way today.

“Everyone wants to live by the

river anymore,” said McBride, who
operates a towing firm from his
1,400-foot Ohio River frontage just
south of Captain’s Quarters. .
Large lots are being subdivided
to accommodate big-ticket homes,
many displacing summer cabins,
mobile homes and other modest
remnants of a bygone era.
Amelia Guthrie Habich, whose
family bas owned the Captain’s
Quarters land and adjoining tracts
on Guthrie Beach Road since 1933,
is selling 47 of her 52 acres.
Despite strong opposition from
many residents, developer Fourth

Avenue Corp. is proceeding with
plans to fill banks near the creek
and river to build 32 homes and &
198-slip marina.

The Langs and others worry that
development in the area and Uup
the creek in Oldham County is pol-
luting their stream and wiping out
the small-town feeling they enjoy-

“In the spring, sometimes it
[Harrods Creek] really stinks,”
said Mary Lang. But she admits,
pollution or not, there’s no piace
like Harrods Creek.

“It’s still the most beautiful placé
to us.”

‘j




Prospect and Harrod’s Creek, 1870-1920

African American Residents

Table 1. 1870-1920 Censuses, Harrod’s Creek Precinct (Prospect and Harrod’s Creek).

Census | # Male Head | Female Head | # Male Head | Female Head Total # Total # Total# | Own | Rent | At Cannot | Cannot | Cannot
Year Households | of of Household | Households | of of Household — | Persons | Persons | Persons School | Read Write Read
in Own Household- | - Own in White Houschold | White Dwelling | in Own in or Write
Dwelling Own Dwelling Dwelling — White Dwelling | White
Dwelling Dwellling Dwelling

1870 23 23 0 27 15 12 125 190 315 1 1 21 189
1880 39 37 2 7 4 3 203 74 277 21 1 6 112
1900 47 40 7 0 0 0 195 34 229 18 29 43 0 7 29
1910 36 33 3 0 0 0 156 15 171 18 18 43 0 7 31
1920 50 42 8 0 0 0 206 9 215 22 28 38 0 0 1
Table 2. Qccupations, 1870 - 1920.
Year | Farmer | Farm - Teamster | Keeping | Domestic | Gardener | Washerwoman | Farm Porter Lawyer ‘Inspector Chef Whitewasher | Nurse

Hand/Farm House Servant Yardman | Laundress Overseer Checker

Laborer/ Cook

Laborer Houseboy

Housegirl

1870 3 93 0 24 63 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1880 14 39 1 33 52 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
1900 6 53 2 0* 34 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
1910 16 34 2 29 18 1 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1920 9 33 3 0* 33 0 15 5 2 1 2 1 0 4

*this occupation not listed in 1900 or 1920 Census

Table 3. African American Heads of Household Who Owned Property in Harrod’s Creek Precinct, 1900

Name Mortgaged | Farm or House | Community 1913 Title Map
Lang, George No House Harrod’s Creek | Yes

Kennedy, Harrison Yes House Harrod’s Creek | Yes

Enders, Mattie No House

Craighead, Benjamin. J. No Farm Harrod’s Creek | Yes

Jackson, Hannibal No House

Magruder, Wilson No House

Taylor, Edward No House

Hodgkins, Joseph No House Harrod’s Creek | Yes

Jacob, William No House Harrod’s Creek | Yes




Jacob, Jefferson Yes Farm Prospect Yes

Brooks, Simon No House Prospect Yes

Brooks, Robert Yes House Prospect Yes

Miller, Elisha. R. Yes Farm Prospect Yes

Tompson, Emma No House Prospect

Peter, John Yes House Prospect Yes

Table 4. African American Heads of Household Who Owned Property in Harrod’s Creek Precinct, 1910

Name Mortgaged | Farm or House | Community Community Road 1913 Title Map
Name, 1910

Peters, John W. No House Prospect Barbour Lane Yes
Taylor, Susie* No House Prospect Barbour Lane Yes
Miller, Elisha R. No Farm Prospect Barbour Lane Yes
Brooks, Simon No Farm Prospect Happy Hollow | Prospect Road Yes
Jacob, Parker No Farm Prospect Happy Hollow | Prospect Road Yes
Brooks, Robert No Farm Prospect Happy Hollow | Prospect Road Yes
Smith, George No House Prospect Happy Hollow | Prospect Road Yes
Jacob, William H. No Farm Harrod’s Creek River Road
Merriweather, Isaac No Farm Harrod’s Creek | The Neck River Road

Craighead, Benjamin J. No Farm Harrod’s Creek | The Neck River Road Yes
Magruder, Wilson No House Harrod’s Creek | The Neck River Road

Taylor, Edward No Farm Harrod’s Creek | The Neck River Road Yes
Jackson, Sarah No House Harrod’s Creek | The Neck River Road

Sousen, Jim No House Harrod’s Creek | The Neck River Road

Gibson, Jackson No House Harrod’s Creek | The Neck River Road

Hoskins, Joe No Farm Harrod’s Creek | The Neck River Road Yes
Kennedy, Harrison No Farm Harrod’s Creek | The Neck River Road Yes
Lang, Addison No Farm Harrod’s Creek | The Neck River Road Yes

*Emma Thompson’s sister

Table 4. African American Heads of Household Who Owned Property in Harrod’s Creek Precinct, 1920

Name Mortgaged | Community Community Road 1913 Title Map
Name, 1910
Kennedy, Harrison No River Road
Brooks, Simon No River Road
Miller, Elijah R. No River Road
Jacob, Hiram No River Road
Jacob, William No River Road
Ingram, Richard No River Road
Stokes, Albert No River Road
Taylor, Edward No River Road




Bradford, John W. No River Road
Brown, William No River Road
Gibson, Jackson (Mrs.) No River Road
Lang, Maggie No River Road
Merriweather, Harry No River Road
Merriweather, Isaac No River Road
Craighead, Benjamin J. No River Road
Hodgkins, Joseph No River Road
Howard, Alonzo (?) No River Road
Taylor, James T. No River Road
McGruder, Frank No River Road
Jacob, Parker No River Road
Howard, Maise No Edwards Road
Smith, George No Edwards Road






