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| R Received today a leiter from Mr, Guy L. Shipps, of

Chicago, formerly in charge of the playground of Loulsville
Welghborhood House, in answer to inguiries of mine as to his know-
ledge of the messenger service in Louisville,

Mr, Shipps gave me the namesof Tiney Cecil, a newsboy kmown at the
Neighborhood House, Who, he sald, could put me in teuch Wwith the
boy friends of his whe could undoubtedly give me the informatien
T wished, Undeg. his direction I went te 4th & Greep Streets,where
I found Cecil selling papers., On hearing that X 'was a friend or
Shipps'} he immediately handed his papers over to another boy and

volunteered to spend the reast of the evening at my disposal., @‘chor g

newgboys, hearing that I was a friemd of Shipps', crowded up and
expressed the wish that I would.tap back again before I left
Louisville, Cecil and I went to supper together and I talked with

him about street 1ife in Loudsville and about the nessenger service.

He told me of two other ardent disgiples of ';-Jimmie Devine

and Tommy Ryan, beti of whem had been night me
years and both ¢f whom, he sald, could be relie
absolutely Btraightforward testimony to any fri )
Ve went to the Feighborhood House togather and h; a short time

mamaged to locate both Ryan and Devine. With a fourth boy named

Phgers for several
upon to give
of Shipps'.

Moge Schapeff, we went to a theater together and afterwards repaired

to my room at the Galt Houme, where the boys freely and frankly
gave & great deal of informaticn concerning street life in Louis-
ville., All this talk of the boyas served to verify the accuracy of

the statement vhich Devine and Ryan gave me later, Their description
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of scenes and events in the gtreets all tallied, ahd the circum-
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sances in which I obtained them prevent any possibility of collusion
even had there been any reason for deception. Agaln, they are all
plainly uwnder Shipps® influence and showed a keen deeire, al all
times, to be of practical service ite any friemd of his, Cecil and
Schapoff left and for two hours Devine and Ryan talked openly and
frankly of their experiences in the night messenger service, Without
attempting to ge into details of the conversation, the statements
of the twe boys, pretiy generally as they gave it, follows:

*The night mesgenger service in a mighty tough proposition
here in Lowisville." began Devine, "The boys sre ot on the stresed
everywhere at night and Louisville is a mighty Sough eity you know,
Then most of the callg they get are to whore houses and the boys
lots of them, get to lying around there when they are off duty,
Sometimes when they are on duty, They have a good deal of lelisure
and lots of time to lock around and see what 18 going on. O0f course
messengers take all this as a natter of course, CGoing to where
houses is a part of the night's work with them, and as to his having
go many calle there, where else should he have calls, Ge dwn in

the street now and you will find nothing open except whore houpes

_and a few paleensd and gambling houses,”

I asked hom about the training for future work which the
meggenger boys receive,

"They don't get mny training," broke in Ryan. "I was &
messenger for about two and one half years, At the end of that time
I couldn't find a decent job, and haven't been able to find one
since; That was about three years ago, I've tried hard to get a job
that would pay a man to take., I'm twenty now = but I can't find
anything. I haven't any trade, and while the ladies at the Neighbor-
hood Houge are very good and alwaya-offering me jobs, none of them
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pay more than four dollars a week, and I want to earn more than that?
I asked him how he came to quit, "Pired," he sald laconically,
"Thats the way most of the boys quii, I was caught drunk on duty-.,
Jirmy there, pointing to Devine, auit to learn the baker's trade'."

"You see my stepfather was & baker," sald Devine, "and
when he pave me a chance to learn his tmade I thought I had hetter
take ite I've @it half a dozen times since I began to learn it
three years agoe begause somehow I can't stand 1t to be shut in
steady, but ite a good trade and I think I'1) stick to 1t." I asked
them abeut the after work of smome of their companions in the service,
"Scattered and gone everywhere," said Ryan, “Some of them are
driving wagong, Some are in saloons and poel) rooms, One of my
friends in bar tender in a saloon here; and one of them a saleon
keeper in Arizona. One of them learmed the taller's trade, andhas
& half interest in a 1ittle shep here‘., He is dolng pretty well,
Host of the night messengers I know never amounted to anything
afterwards,”

®About three years ago® said Devine, “a famlly named
Brysen moved here from a 1ittle Indiana town. There were two boys,
Eddie and John, about Iifteen and sixteen years old in the family,
guiet, dandy fellows, when they came here, Miss Ingram knows them -
Eddie got a jJob with the Weatern Union as night mesgsenger. As a
megsenger, he went @ wn the line for the first time in his life,
It was wonderful to him, and he talked about it a leot in the office,
and = on got to m ending most of his time and his money in whore
houses.. Then he got his brother John on the Western Union too, amd
in six months time, both boys were completely on the bum, They
spent night after night over in the tenderloin, and took to drinking,
They lasted with the service about a year, One of them got fired,
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and the other was belng supported by a woman over én Seventh Street,
nd he was only working now and then anywa.y‘e And %o this day both
those boys are dmply plmps and saloon hangers-on. Johr, I think,
is In Cineinnati, but you can ge imto the whore house distriet and
find Eddle around there almost any night, I'm telling you this
case because I think it is the most direct case of What the mess-
enger service can do to a fellow, than any I know of, But you can
see its effect in lote of others, That I am sure of,"”

"More than one boy,” Ryan added, "finlshes by being
kept by scime weman down in the tenderloin., Lotz of nevisboys go
that route too, You see we get so many calls te whore houses that
prevty soon we get to know the Places and the girls, Almost all
the boys are glad 6f a chance to go deown the line on calls,,
Just te get to pee the girls,  If they don't, they want the big
tips., Then afier you get to know the girls, and Xknow the best
houses, it 1s casy to find some excuse to stay out a while when you
are sent out on a call, A good many of the fellows go back when
they are off duty for the night, and spend the rest of the night with
& girl there, Other times they will go %o these houses on calls,
a girl will inwite him te come to bed with her, either for the money
he can dhow or because she takes a Tancy to him, and the messenger
sends back wrd to the office that he has suddenly been called home
on acwunt of sickness or ®m mething like that, spends the rest of tle
night with her, The last year I was a messenger, this thing got so
common that when a boy went on a call intoe the red light and sent
back word that he was elek or had to go home, the manager woubd
gimply send a boy to the house where he was called, after him,
Generally the boy found hiim there, Lots of times a boy would have
a message to deliver and would elther negleet, or else hurry through
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1t and then wuld go uwnd pend part of his time and go back to the
offlce and claim he had trouble in knocking wp the people or same-
thing like that, A ecommon trick is to slgn the receilvers name to

a recipt without wailting to call him wp during the night, and then
po and spend the extra time with one fﬂirl. iHost of the boye used
to go over there s @ od deal on pay nights, Very few would get
next to those girles for nothing, that is, ithe high classed girls,
Most of us coyld get same cheap ones, if we wanted, anl’ once in a
while one of the real thingm would take a fancy %o one of the older
boys and he could have all he wanted out of her ﬁnt:ll she was tired
of hiﬁ." i

I asked them about messenger boys d}rinlf:ing'@

"We used to get a good deal to drinmk,* said Ryan,

"particularly in whore houses, They used to fsand ug out after drink
a good deal, and wheén we can back they used to seﬁt Yem wp to us,
"We never had the ke 28t trouble getting it at. salooma, al though
a8 good manyv of us were minors, A%t the office tney never cared
how drunk we got, as long as we dld not get too drumk for duty,
in which case we didn't Just ghow up," |

"One time we got a lot to drink was whef‘z; we were showing
some stranger the town, I don't think T ever gétithmugh a trip
1ike that without belng soused, andmost of the tiﬁnﬁ I w«mld dand in
a whore house hd f before the nlght was over, and aI w» uldn@\t ene
back until {the next day, It scemed to me that ms.s‘ what the #t trangers
d ways asked for first, "Iake me to a whore house"'was & ways their
first request, and we would always stop at a couple of saloons on the
way", L'

I asked theun a.bau:h s’cf___g;_my, particularly i%he Porm whioch
the street boys call coecke~sucking,
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"Tormmy can tell you all about that game®, sald Bevine.

"He has boon Wp agalnst that game hlmeelf." "Yes® sald Ryan,
"I have been up against 4t, For about six months, when I was &

megsenger, I let girle and then men suek me off, I cut it out
finzlly on my own acew rd because I could see whal was happening

tc other boys who were stand ng £:r the sgw thing, I have known
boys who have been gelting suoked off regularly for years so that
they were slmply crasy ever it, The ordinary way of going after a
woman mever aypealed to those boys after that at all, They dldn't
have any interest in 4t, I have known boys to tell me that all they
cared about was to be sucked and that MW’&mﬁ time
having just ordinery interceurse with a m.”‘

"ig for myself it was a atraight meney msking proposition
at fret, and then I got to 1ike it,  Fh Louisville a goed leking
boy can earn & lot of easy money for standing fer it among men, All
the mesgenger boys find this out very early, and them it is wp e
them wWist they want to de'gbout it, I used to stand for it and eam
& dollar sad a half or fwd dollars a time for 4%, JFimy here would
get raving mad ever time o man put it wp e hin and would threw
snything at ke man, or hit hia with saything he had in his hands,
With the hoys Who aid stand for it it wés a purely jwney making
mouuo_n. Thqy mer.dzd that among themselves, What was the
use when you oould get 8o mieh money by doing 1% with others. This
ety is £AB) of cock asuckers at night that follow you arcund where=
ever you go, and all you have to do is to make a sign and they are
right with you, You cress the street and he mw you, then you
dugk down an alley, or inte any dark place, and he | eomem after you.
You unbatton your pants as if you were golng to wm, and then
he'll turn to you every tige and mdke the pr@axsi!@imo Other men
w11} ecall you to their rooms in hotels and onoce t@oy get vou in
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there they put it up to you, These are sespectable business men,
too, some of them, There are boys in this town that I know are
being kept today by men just for the purpose of sucking them off,
The newsboys do a 1ot of this kind of thing too, probably more than
he messengers because they are on the streets all the hours of the
Jight, but they are not Eurown right inte 1t like the messengers
are, I don't believe that there is a night mesaenger here that is
not pgiven a chance to earn s e money that way bed re he has been on
the Jobh a week, Of course there are lots of boys sucked off by
woman t00, over in where houses but the boys Jubi stand for that
because they like 1t, There is no money in iﬁ. Hut there is money
in 1t ammeng the boys I know/ if any one does, for I frankly confess
that I have been there, This is o thing that I wouldn't tell te
a living soul but you or Shipps, and I am telling you this as

straight as though I were talking to Mr, Shipps himself,"

o o AT

I asked them what the mesgenger boys ddd with their time
when they were not out on c¢alls,

"There waz nothing we could do", smaid Devine, "you can
go inte the office and sit down and loaf, or you can go eutside
and stand wp and boaf, The night manager never cared what you did

of as long as you were within calling distance,

or what became/you
In our company - I was with the Western Uniom = we Wwere never per-
mitted to smoke in theoffice, Any boy caught smoking in tha_oftna
was fired, It was ihe same in your office, wasn't it Tormy?" Ryan
nodded, "We would sit around the office and tell steries or just
doze; There never was anything e1§e to de, Wery few nessengor
boys quit, Most of them are Tired: but its genefa;iy for heing drunk
or Por staying away too long, or for over charging., The company
don't care what we dc or what becomes of us so long a8 we do the work
There 1is some gumbling awmong the boys, but that's a thing we have
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to do on the quiet, usually sauewhere outside., Sometimes we get
a poker game started that will last a long time, Oometimes we play
seven~up for meney, but shooting oraps was the commonest form of
gambling, I don't know, though, how mmech of that is going on
now-a~days. The messenger service has changed, just as the city
itself has, Of the gang that I used to be with, almost all of
them quit at one time, and they've got a bunch of little kids in
now who aren't worth a damm, We had to take & @ od many calls te
gambling houses, and, of course, some of us played the ponies & bit;
but the worst gambling was & ne among ourselves,”

I asked them about promotion, "Notiing to it", sald
Ryan, "unless you are the right kind of a guy. You can get to be
a cheek boy or a file bhoy after being iu the service a year or two
1t vou are wise and stick to it; but, ordinarily, nobody wanis te
stick to it., Vhen a guy im in earnest and wants to get promoted
they always give him all the help they can in the office, and en=
courages him to be around and help do things thal leaches him the
nffice work., Uhey will give a boy every chance %o get on and
encourage him to keep on irying. If they see he wants to earn money,
they gzive him the biggest number of calls. When he cdmes in off
the ealls they will take his call book and stiek it on tep of the
pile so that he will be the next one out; and theat will let him earn
more than the others, and ihe measengers themsel#es are always
willing to help boost & guy who wants to be sgyare, They don't mke
ay kick when he gets more than his share of calle, and they are
caréful not to queer him with the manager, Most of ue just think
"Hell, what's the use'; ve're in the gervice for the money, and thath
all we do car about, And you can get more money by mizxing in
down the line and playing for the dig tips then by just being on the
job steady.”
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" ig ne sodomy; and the boys have little time to loaf, Few night

I asked them about the day service. They said it was
carried on by small boys and had few of the temptation of the night

service, The'r calls to houses of prostitution are very few; there

messengera ever stay permanently with the campany. The average

Ength of mervice is only a few months, A few stay only & day or

80, and only a few stay on more than a year, as did Ryan and Devine‘.
"I threw up my jeb =z half a dozen times,® saiq Ryan, "but

I'd always come back again., I like that kind of night work well,

emway,_ begcause you have so mugh time for base ball and things like

that in thb day time, that othér bhoys ean't iiheiu. If you go on the

Jeb at gix o'elock you can always mamage to get

in a few hours sleep before daylight and you will#have all the
afternoon md sometimes most of the morning to enjoy yourself in,
I always got restless after I had been on day jobs for a while amd
I wuld it and o me back tc the messenger service, But that don't
pay enough for me now, and since I don't know any trade, I smehow
@n't scem Lo get starited again,”

These wnditiofs hoth boys repcatedly said apply to all
messengers In the night service that either of them ever knew,
The managere of the companies are fully aware of it, and the boys
_t]_:m}v_'o,knc;w thj{.l.l Int.h':.nF wag ever dene, tha:_it. these boys Xnow
of, to chegk, reguiate, or disciminate in any way in the send ng of
megsengers Lo houses of prostitution, gambling houses, or in sending

them out after drinks.



[HE NATIONAL CHILD LABD« u,‘mmu‘.
105 EAST 22d STREET, Wew YUK CiTY.

Edward F. Brown, Agent,
July 30th 1210
Night messenger investigation---Loulsville, Xy.

Called at the office of the Vestern Union Telegraph Company
in the Seelbach Hotel about ten thirty to-night, and asked the
operator to ring for & messmnger. On & bench next the operator's
desk sat a young man to vhém the oporator beckmned when I made my
recquest. " Do you went to male the serviceé: the operator asked
the young man, He answered in the affirmative. I told the
young man I wee a stranger in townm and wanted to see the points
of interest. "I'm not a messenger any more", he began as snon
as we had started. "I'm an operator at the main office. I
came around to see the operator at the Seelbach and as long as I
had nothing else to do I thought I would make this service for you.
I've been working for the Western Union for thirteen years. When
I wes six years old I used to com® into the main office and wipe
the dust from the dekks and instruments and got one dollar a week
for you. When I grew older I was made a mess nger and worked
both on the day and night shift. Vhen I was nine I was &
messenger and worked six yeare as such. Then I took up telegraphy
and since then I have been an operator working half a week during
the day and tho other half of the week I work at night.”

Sheffert is now nincteen years of ags,--an overgromwn and

e ————
wested youth who has a colorless and irregular face. Speaking
of the mossmnger service, he said: "There was something in that
Job that I could not resist. I had offers of good positions and
I wouls not consider anything while I was messenger. I made good
money, ant tho work was fascinating. Even now, whenever I get a

chance and I am not on anything else, I would rather do messenger
work then anything in the world.



I knew my first women while in that business: I got my first
disease there; I first learmed how to gamble there, and if I never
got in the business I would be a fine fellow. It drew me down
a whole lot. Even now you can see littls fellows in knee pants
on ths night job who could tell you mors about the red light
in town than any policemen. They go right up stairs and they
see the women just as they are; they are offered drinks and
smokes, and later they commence to go to womon themselves.

If it were not for that district in this town, half of the night
shift would be dismisssed. They need one boy to get the messages
from the L. and N. station and on his way hs can ecollect the
"produce report". Ths way 1t is run now they have about four or
five boys on until nidnight and two boys running all night. The
whorehouses in town pay the company one hundeed dollars a month
for speclal messengers-~two of them-- ho are supposéd to answer
on their calls. The company pays the boys twenty dollars a
month, and on the side the mesasenger can make twenty five per
month. There are good tips down here . The messanger will be
sent out to bring in a supper for two, or more people. The boy
goes to the cheapest ppace, foots the bill himself, and then
charges them whatever he wents. If the patron of the house

kicks on the charge, the whore will tell him thats the price and
m ake him pay. The women must ‘eep in with the messengers because
they need each other. The boy gets them liguor on Sunday, and
sometimes when the whore has a man that wants to be 'sucked off!
she sends for a messnser if she don't wint to do the job herself.

Whon I was a messanger most of my money came from the dope flends.

I would buy up & lot of opium, and whenever I was sent out for
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any, I would take it from my stock and charge pretty well for 1it.
Besides that I always got my tip. I have home a fine layout that
was given me by a chinaman from whom I bought the dope. I value

it very highly".

We had alredgy come to the district on Green Street, and from
the peculiar faco of Sheffert, and his rambling talk I wae
sometimes led to tho belief thet he hims-1lf was & victim of the
opium habit. He denied thie, of course. Tewent into the back
room of a seloon where women in scant attire would sing asnd dance,
and after the pe formance the women would go through the audience
offering herse'f to any of the men who cared to pay h r price.
Sheppert was a heavy drinker,--for he let only a few minutes pasg

between ecech new order for the cheap beer dispensed here.

"I ronomber when I wag & messenger there was a house run by
8 negress. She was almost white, and the name of her place was
" Gnowball™. The messengers would go in there and pay a quarter
each. Then th¢ women would undress entirely and perform dances.
If we would chip in another quarter she would take a cigar and
place it in her private parts and smoke it there. Then-~-if we
paied something more--she would take a dog and in our presence have
intercourse with it. There was a donkey there too--but the
police cut that out. They wouldnot allow those exhibitions to
g0 on any longer. Sometimes we would get the whole force of
messengers to take that iA. After that we would go around
drinking and seeing the women we knew. Those who had money would
stay with the women and we wouldwait for them outside. Thers
was a crap game every week in the office. Some of the fellows

would lose all they had and would go to borrow money from the




wore
women thoy knew. I kno" lots of messmngers whd/kept by women

while they worked. They would get through work and spend the

night with these women. They wouldget money from them, and whenever
they wanted to get ~ f they would ask the women to ring up for

them, and they rould pay the company for the time they spent

out.

This town 1s full of sexual perverts. You can find them
on every corner, The messangers know them all too. Some of
the boys take them up, but there are some who will arrange to
meet one of them in an alley, and then get the other fellows to
go around and beat him up. Sometimes they take the money from

nime

Ve had gone into a Chili Parlor, into on of the private

compartmnts, where Sheffert continued.

"iany o timo while I was a messenger I would come into
these places and geot meals Tor the women in ths houses. I
remember once taking a little girl in here and having intercourse
with her on tle floor. ©She was not a prostitute--just a factory
girl who went around once in a while. I met her often~-she
worked in a box factory, and I think now she went into the

business altogether.”

Sheffert mmoked cigarettes nervously all the night. Spesking
of gambling houses, Sheffert told me he could goet me into two places
that kept cigar stores as blinds. "I gamble once in a while

nyself, but the company don't pay m: such a lot now, and I cut



it out.

Sheffert 1s a thorough degenerate who scems to lay the
bleme of his suffering on the night messenger service. His
physical arpearance bespeaks his wayward life. *"There is &
fascination in this whole telegraph business that one cannot
easlly resist. I would like to get out of it, but I can't.

I have no trade--only telegraphy, and while that dn't pay
much I appreciate I am unfit for anything clse. I &m not

strong and have no education®.



Investigation Made 3y .

Herschel H.Jones .ﬁzﬂuﬂ “‘ﬁ. -

. rationmsl Child Lebor Committ




5l

GUIDES TO HOUSES OF PROSTUTUTION.

Louisville, Xy.,December I9I&.

Introductory Note —-- In the following report the conversation
is in practically the same words as were used except that for the
sake of decency some omissions were made.What is given here is
sufficient to show the familiar contact with the vilest life of the
city ,into which these boys are brought. For & more full account
of the pert the messenger boy is called upon to play in this vile~
ness ,the reader is referred to ®wo revorts of previous investiga-
tions made by Fr.Brown and Nr.Barrows for the Child ILabor Committee.

on the night of December 3Irst. lr.H.H.Jones ofihthe Rational
Child L.ebor Committee and ¥r.Prank Westendick of Iouisville went 10
the valt House sbout IIP .M, and put in a ca%lr;sg,& Western Union
mescenger.

John Meyer ,messenger No.29 respomded to the call. He readily
agreed to "show us sround" and said ghat he knew where all the "houses”
were and which were the best ones,

He said that he was I8 'wears old,but he wore short trousers
and was undersized for a b@y?bf thet age. Bis shoulders were stooped
and he had & dull,almost ‘sullen manner.

Te took us.first to & place on Kain s5t. and asked us if we
didn't want to g6l up,then from there we went to wreen 8t. Here he
seemed famil#ar with every house and told us the price at each as we
went along.

"Do you know many of the women",he was asked.

"Yes,s good many of them.We gets lots of calls down here.”

"That's the best yaace over there(pointing to 709 W.Greenst.)
Thats where I go myself.Its a dollar house.™

"How often do you go?"

"about once a muwmkk week, whenever I feel like it,"There's
Greols in this house here(opposite from 709). There pretty good.

gome fellows li%e'em better than any”.

nDo you go inside when you have & call at one of the houses?™
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&. Night Messengers in rouigville,December I9I3.

"Yes,sometimes.You get to see sights too.”

it the corner he stopped and weote out for us the addresses of sever-
81 houses that he tought were particularly good,on & telegram receipt
blank which he took from his eapict

"Agness ¥night's is a swell place . (And he wrote the name and ad-
dress down on the blank).That's where they have mirrors all around.
Tt's a five dollar joint.Ifll take you around there if you want to see

i-t.n . .
As we tiarned the corner we passed & woman th%%pé@ﬁn pointed out as

one of them who stays at one of the houses we passed. As we came to
another house he tbld,us that two sisters(ran’thet ,but "they only
have one name on the door? He showed cemplete familiarity with the whole
vice district,but after he had been asked someoguestions about supplying
dove to the women,which he Saiq %as prohibited ,he was reticent about
answeréng further cuestionss \

He seid his father was{living(Henry Veyer,b 1638 Nelwood ;t.) He had

been in messenger seryice four years &nd didn't lmow what else he would

do if he left.He is(en night shift steady all night. /

POSTAWPELEGRAPH CO.

After parting with John Neyer in the center of the vice section
we went to the Tyler Hotel and summoned & méssenger from the Postal
Telegraph Co.It was now about fifteen minutes till & A.M. The boy who
came was No.7 who geve his name &s Dewey Harrod. He was much brighter and
rgiser"” then our former guide and was farvmore professional ih his im-
mediate assurance that he comld"show us the sights”

“T know where all the houses are'"jhe saiddliThere's & good one up
on this here street?{Jefferson 5%.)

"Do you have meny calls to go to these places"? ,he was asked.
"Yes sir ,we have lots of them.™



3.l0ight Messengers in Louilsville,December, I®I3.

"Where do you usually take those that want to go to & house?".
"Most of 'em like this place better 'camse its clean,so 1 take
Yem up here usually.We go up there every night with orders from the
Seelbach.They telephdne down there for éandwiches and stuff to eat
end we bring it up.

"Do you go inside when you have calls to the houses?”

"Sure,ﬁe go right in.loBlody stops us."
® "Doesn't the company have eny rules about your going ing"®

"o they never say nothing about hhese‘g%ﬁqgs,but they make us

go in by the side door at the Seelbach.Somdtimes when we go in,they

are sitting around ,or there's men talking to them.You get to see

them sometimes without much clothes(9oun: They don't care about being

dresced when messengers come. But ‘they wont let you in their rooms *
when they are doingvbusiness.%

By this time we hadf¥rived at the house to which Dewey pre-
ferred to take his pagrons (102 E,Jefferson 35t.)

"Do you know mny of the girls up heref",he was &asked.

"ves I know.one .They call her Anne.she's the one that runs the

place.That\@in't her réght name tho.I don't know the names of none
of the ovthers."

When we told him that we wanted to get ground and se: things
first before going esnywhere,he told us of a good place on Main 5t.
and took us there.Prom this place we went do ureen 5t. and had all
the houses pointed out to us.

"Phat's & good place over there with the brick front-r0,.606
It's a dollar house," he voillunteered.

As we walked along he pointed out to us each house as our

previous guide had done and told us the prices at each. At our sug-

gestion he stopped at the corner and wrote out for us the addresses

[ 1



4.TMight Vessengers in Touisville,K December,fI913,

of the "best"places on & piece of paper which he dug from his poc-
ket . Tumber 128 South #ight is the hest one" he said,and checked 1t
off with & pencil mark.Clara Jacobs is a good plsace ;too. I can take
you around there if you want to go.n"

"They have a'circus’' at number 620,"he told us.

"What is a 'circus'e?”

"Oh it's & show.they put up.I never seen it but some of the
other boys have and they told me about it.The women do stunts with
each other,end show themselves off.”

"How many other boys are there on thé ‘éﬁk turno" al

"Five of us .We go on at six and s#Hay to two in the morning.
I'm the youngest one but they ain'tnonté¢ of them very 01d.I8m six-
teen years dld. I'll be seventeen on the 6th. of July." He was
gtunted in growth and dwarfed (mentally.rthere was little of the
bogyancy of the ordinsary «¢ehool boy of his age left in him.His body
vwas small enough for & boy of I5,but his face was old enoggh for a
man with years of disgipation to his discredit.

"Do you work‘every night ,including Sundays?”

"Yes sir,every night.ve start at 6 ».M, and work till 2 o'clocky

"How much do you make & week"?

"34,50 The Company don't pay us much but we get tips sometimes.
7e get paid every two wecks.The most 1 ever drawed was 15.00 for $Wo
weeks,

"Do you like the work>"

"Yes.I 1like the 'nrivatg' best. "

"What do you mean by*nrivaté'"?

"Oh,that's like what 1 am doing now--taking people’ around to the

houses and answering calls for the women.kost of'em have boxes in the

houses so they can ring ror us. The one gets to go whose tupn's next,w

B5x 10,
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ight Messengers in Louisville, December I9I3.

Dewey wrote his zame "Dewey Harrod" Mess.#7" on the paper with
the 1ist of houses of prostitution and asked thet when we wanted to
go to a house to ask for him when we called. He said he lived at
27 Portlend £t. He goes the long distance home in the esrly morning
hours on his wheel.¥is father is J.A.Harrod,a cegrnenter. He had been
a messenger two years,heving started on day work.

As he took us to still another housekhich he said was more expensl
sive th&nkhe others on Breen 8t he told tis thet there were from four
to seven women in most of the houses tho some of \them had only three.

"How long do you expect to stey in the niggﬁf%éssenger jobThe was
asked.

"I don't think I will stay much logger,but when you've been in this
go long you kind'er hate to guit.

"what 4o yow'while you sre waiting for calls?"-

"Just sit around.lometime¢s"Te read the same thing over and over
again just to-keep awake".V"No,we don't have no chance to learm
telegraphy.They don't( teach us. Sometimes when there ain't much
bugsiness we call’eadh other on & tdcker in the back of the ddfice.”

Soon after,Dewey took his pey end left us for the office.The
streets by \this time were entirely degerted except for a few "druhks"
who were hilariously meking their way homeward,or somewhere. It seeme
ed almost sickening to think of thit boy still on duty et this hour,
end on duty to that takes him into the worst and most degrading en-
vironment that the hours of night in an evil eity could afford.

Fansolil ¥ froca, Spacio GpanZ
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STATE OF NEW YORK )ss
COUNTY OF NEW YORK )

Edward F. Brown, being duly sworn, deposes and says that
as Special Agent of the National Child lLabor Committee, he made an
investigation of the night messenger service in the City of Louis-
ville, Kentueky, during the months of July and August, 1910; that
the reports of the interviews had with messenger boys as recorded

in the attached memoranda are true.

A

Sworn to before me this )

k Pfy of nuary, 1914 )
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July 30oth 1910
Night messenger investigation---Louisville, Ky.

Celled at the office of the Western Union Telegraph Company
in the Seelbach Hotel about ten thirty to-night, and asked the
operator to ring for & messEnger. On a bench next the operator's
desk sat & young man to whim the operator becknned when I made my
request. " Do you went to make the aervice}::the operator asked
the young men. He answered in the affirmative. I kold the
young man I was a stranger in town and wanted to see the points
of interest. "I'm not a meesenger any morw", he begen as soon
a8 we had started. "I'm an operator at the main office. I
came around to see the operator at the Seelbach end as long as I
hed nothing else to do I thought I would make this service for you.
I've been working for the Western Unlon for thirteen years. When
I wae six years old I used to come into the main office and wipe
the dust from the dekks snd instruments and got one dollar a week
for you. VWhen I grew older I was made a mess nger and worked
both on the day and night shift, When I was nine I was &
messenger and worked six years as such. Then I took up telegraphy
end since then I have been an operator working half & week during

the day end the other half of the week I work at night."

Sheffert is now nineteen years of age,--an OVergrown and
wested youth who has a colorless and lirregular face. Speaking
of the messmnger service, he sald: "There was something in that
job that I could not reslst. I had offers of good positions and
I wouls not consider anything while I was messenger. I made good
money, and the work wee fascinating. Even now, whenever I get a

chance end I am not on anything else, I would rather do messenger
work then anything in the world.
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BESV 1

Registered tonight at the Galt House in company with
E. N. Clopper of the Natlonal Child Labor Committee. At 11:30
we called the hotel clerk through the house 'phone and asked
hém to esend an American District Messenger to our room at
once. Gave no intimation as to why we wanted the boy or for
how long we wanted him. In response there came messenger No.
29, who later gave his age as gixteen years. He was a youth-
f#ul looking boy in knee trousers, with a treble voice, much
undersizéd for a boy of sixteen. He gaid he had been & messen-
ger two years, most of the time in might work. After a little
questioning I told him we wanted him to take us out and show
us the town.

"What do you want us to see?" he asked.

"Well," I _said, "What do men usually want to see when
we go out to see the town at this time of night."

He smiled and made no reply. We went down to the
street and I made some enquiries as to enforcement of the
saloon laws. He said that most saloons were open till about
two in the morning, that the sale of liquors to minors was for-
bidden, but that messengers, nevertheless, were often obliged
to buy drinks for other people.

"Then it would have heen possible,” I sald to Clopper,
"to have had this boy bring us a drink up to our room, after
all."”

"Sure," interrupted the boy, "I often have to do that.”
"Where do you get it," I asked.

"0, at the nearest saloon where I know them, or
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"Hotels and whore-houses.”
"Do you mean that you have to go to those places 1n
your workt"

"Why, sure. A messenger has to go wherever he's
gent, no matter where."

"Do you have to go in them often?"

"Yos, a good deal; in fact, most of the late night
calls come from those places.”

" Suppose you didn't go. (What would they do?"

"T don't know. Never heard of anyone refusing to go.
But if they'did, I suppose they'd get fired. A messenger 1s
supposed to go wherever he's sent."

We asked him to show us some of the houses of prosti-
tution he had been sent to lately. He took us to the district
bounded by Fifth, Eighth, Broadway and Main Streets. The
character '¢f the district was evident on the surface. It was
the typical "Tenderloin" district of the average American
city. Saloon on every corner, houses of prostitution, with
red door panef4 brillisnt lights behind drawn curtains, and
occasional moving silhouetites showing through the curtains ,
lined' the streets on both sides, varied by an occasional
saloon and dance hall from which laughter and strains of music
came, and of a darkened shop. A few men and women were golng |
in and out of the houses and saloons. In this scene the boy
was perfectly at home and at his ease. It wae plainly #ery

familiar to him. He took us down Seventh Street while two men,




one in front and one behind us carried on a shouting exchange

of obscene inuendo. The conversation ended with a laugh, and
the boy laughed appreciatively. At 217 South Seventh, he
pointed out the bright lights on the second floor.

"There's one," he said, and under our questions he

gave this account of this place.

"They call this Nellie Tailor's. (The spelling is
his. E. ¥, B.) I've been there many a time and know several
of the girls there. 1It's a swell place'and an expensive one.
I have to go there to deliver notes, and buy soup and lunches
for the girls at the hotels, and buy drinks for them and lots
of calls like that. It's finely furnished, and they treat you
swell up there. It's a safe place, too. It's on the square."

While we wers talking about this place, a group of
young men came singing down the street and filed in one by

-one, showing conclusively 1ts character. We turned back up
Seventh Street to Green, the boy telling us, in response to
hints and direct questions, of the place as he saw it.

" "There are a lot of these houses, " he said, "some
of them mighty swell. They range in price from a dollar up to
seven or ten. One across the way here charges three, five and
seven dollars. Here 1s a house (710 Green Street) that I know
pretty well too. One time last summer, I had to deliver a hat
there. 'Twas about nine o'clock at night. The madam, one of
the girls and s man were going out to the Park together, with
a nigger servant girl. They invited me to go along with them,
but I had to tell them I was on duty and couldn't go. I'd

like to have gome."




them alone

rl

them, amd lmistle to them or kid

. - rd. F
m the streets. @me night I had a message to a

el s

oaf_the place I showed you on Seventh Street.

~put her arms aﬁﬁuﬂd me and said,

ay, kid, don't you want to do the biz?" I said there was

nothing doing, and beat it. She was a oheap girl and she showed

it. Any of these girls are 1iable to ask a messenger for 1t,
and we can get to 'em any time we want. But we don't want to.

The high dass ones won't pay any attention to you in that way,

unless you have a stand-in. I never had a stand-in and I never |
knew any boy that had, though I heard tell of it many times. h
0f course, the nigger houses would be easy too, but we never
have anything to do with them. We never have any calls there."

He said there was another simllar distrioct the other
side of Fourth Street he would show us, and we walked in that
direction, the boy pointing out various objects of interest as
we went. As we passed the old abandoned building of the
Courier Journal, he said:

®A nigger has tried to get me at this corner two or
three times lately. He may be around here tonighg."

"yhat do you mean by that?" I asked.

"Why, he wanted to suck me off. I was going by here

late one night last week, when I saw him loafing around here.

He followed and spoke to me, but I didn't pay any attention to
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'%nig-fi;e ﬁé walks up in front of me and says, 'You're lookin'
fine tonight, kid. How yo' feelin'?

"!What do you mean by lookin' £ind?' I says.

"I mean you've got something in yo' pants that looks
mighty good to me,' he says, 'an' I want Ato have it sometime,'
he says.

"W here do you want to take me for it?' I says
stopping.

"'0, just back in the alley a plece,' he says,

"'ocome on.'"

"'What's your price?'" I asks him.

"'0, a dollah, or a dollah an' a half,' he says,
'come on.'"

"'I wouldn't go back in that alley with yéu for fifty
dollars,' I says, and walks on. And I wouldn't either. That
alley was darker'n anything, and if he could have got me back
there he could have done anything he wanted to me."

I asked if he could take us to a Chinese restaurant,
but he said he did not know of but one in the city and that was
far away. I asked if he knew then where the girls got their
dope. He looked puszled and sald he didn't know. I explained
that T meant morphine and opium, and he said that he hadn't any
ldea where they got it, unless at the regular drug stores,
though he knew some of them used it. He suggested that we go

to a "Chili Parlor" which seems to be g substitute for Chinese




best, and he took us to the Mexican Chili Parlor on

Markéh Street. This place closely resembled the lower Chinese
restaurants ofother cities, but instead of Chinese, they served
Mexican dishes, as Chili con carne and spaghetti. The place

was deserted at the time we entered. It wae a dirty, 111
emelling room, the rear of which was used as a kitchen, and
half the front divided into small curtained booths. In these
booths, our guide said, men came with women, though they were
open to anyone. We each had a“bowl of Chili, and afterward,
Clopper suggested a drink. It was now almost one o'clock, but
the boy volunteered to show us a Place that was still open.

We walked one block nearer the river and he led us to a better
grade saloon which as yet had made no pretense of being closed.
We lined up before the bar. Clopper suggested soft drinks to
the boy and then he and I ordered beer. But the bartender after
he served us asked the boy "What will you have?", showing a
perfoct wildpingness to serve him anything he wanted. The boy
followed Clopper’s suggestion and took a phosphate.

On the street again, I commented on the absence of
street-walkers. The boy said there were a good many out
earlier on the streets but not here. I asked him if they ever
molested him. "No," he said. "I just have fun with them."
Sometimes I can tell them when I see them, and I just whistle
at them or say, 'Hello, kid' at them, but I never have much
olse to do with them.?

On the way back to the hotel, I expressed some

anxiety lest the damp night might give me an attack of neural-




cocaine if he knew any possible place to get it. He sald he

eound appoaled to the boy to getb me some

could easily get me some at a nearby drug store, he thought,
though he had never tried, as he had never heard of anyone
having any trouble buying it. He offered to try it, but the
store had closed and we did not insist upon his trying another.

I asked him in some detall about his work. He sald
he preferred night work to day, because 1t was more interesting
and because it wasn't so hard. One could sleep a good deal of
the time after midnight. He himself was off at two. He got
Pifteen dollars a month wages, he sald, but was able to make a
good deal more on the side. He had no idea what he would do
when he left tho messenger gervice, but he said positively
that there was little chance of advancement in the service and
that there was no definite attempl made to teach the boys any-
thing during their gervice.

Before we finished dur tour, the subject of the
negro's attack on the boy came up again, and we asked 1f messen-
goer boys. were not more or less subject to this kind of thing.

"Well," he said, "a messenger's got to be wise and
100k out for himself, that's all. Of course, he has to go to
all kinde of places and he can have all the chances to get a
suck-off he wants; the streets are full of men nights who
are willing to pay him to do it. They say that 1f you go to
Room 7, Prospect Hotel, any night there is a man who will
give you five dollars to let him such L off. I know a
messenger in our office who has been to him. He says that

men made the offer square to him. I've no doubt the boy did




shortly after one o'clock we returned to the hotel

and paid the boy off.
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'er'er-.S, 1909 .
Re Night Messenger service, Louisville, Kentucky.

Oelled up the Williams Messenger Service from the
Galt House at ten o'clock this evening but could get no
response. Tried the Louisville Hessenger gervice with similar
results. Went around the offices of these two concerns and
found them locked and dark.

T then wnet to the corneﬁof sixth and Walnut Streets,
the very heart of the tenderloin district, went to Reker's
saloon on the corner and called the American pistrict Telegraph
company. I asked to heve a messenger boy sent to me at this
saloon, glving instruction to have the boy report to the bar~
tender, who, I sald, would tell who called for hin. This was
absolutely all the information I gave, and no other informatlon
was even asked. The answer camo prouptly, "A11 right, we'll
send one right up. Twenty minutes later, there arrivedig bi~
oycle a refined looking boy of sixteen, apparently, who asked
if I was the party who had called a boy from Reker's saloon.

T told him that I was and asked if he could show me around the
distriet a bit. He sald he could not as he had only recently
been put on night duty and he had 80 far very few calls into
this district. I expressed some gurprise and questioned him
ehough to assure myself that his ignorance was genuine and not
Peigned, for he was plainly nervous, over his eituation, and
ovidently suspiclous of me. Then it suddenly occured to me
that the boy undoubtedly was down here on one of hie first
trips and that he probably guspected me of having the same

designs on him as did the negro on our guide of the night
before. So I promptly tipped him and let him go.
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December 6, 1909.

Re Night Messenger Service, Louisville, Kentucky.

Asked the elevator man of the Galt House if I could
get drinks served in my room today (Sunday). He replied that
the bar was closed Sundays, and that the only way to get drinks
gerved here was from the outside.

"How do you get it brought in from outside," I asked.

"Send a messenger boy after it," he said.

Went to the Louisville Y. M., C. A. today with a letter
of introduction from Mr. Robinson of the International Y. M. C.
A. to Mr. Montague, boys'secratary of the Louisville branch.
Told Mr. Montague I was interested in the Problem of the messen~
ger boys, and what the Y. M. C. A. could do for them. I asked
to be recommended to the heads of the two national messenger
comapnies with a view to discussion of this problem from the
Y. M. C. A. stand-point. Mr. Montague expressed much interest
in mmblans and after some talk it developed that he was five
yoears ago nlight manager of a local company furnishing messen-~
ger service im Lexington. I told him some of my experiences
in other cities, not mentioning Louisville, and he said that
conditions were exactly similar in the messenger service in
Lexington when he was there. He introduced me to Mr. MoNair,
the general secretary and the latter lmmedlately made a tele-
phone appointment for me with Charles Smith, manager of the
Western Union office of Louisvills. Following this Mr. Mon-

tague and I went to lunch together, and in g subsequent hours

conversation he gave in brief this description of the night
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"of course, this all happened several years ago, and
the service I was with has since shut down and they've tried
to reform Lexington. But they'll have their troubles doing
that, and I expect that, and I expect you'll find it the same
old game.

"We had a small messenger service cormected with the
big public service corporation of Lexington, which has since
changed its name, and I can't recall it now.  We had from
three to five boys on at night, and a tough set of kids they
were, too. If they weren't at the start they soon got so. I
never had any idea of Y. M. O. A. work then, but I was pretty
straight even then and just temded to my own buslness of
getting the boys out on calls and in again as soon as possible,
and never gave a thought to the moral side of the work. And
the queer thing is that until you put it to me as you did to-
day, despite the fact that religious work with boys is my pro-
Pession now, the dangers of messenger 1ife never once occured
to me. It -was jJust a part of the day's work then and I've never
considered it any other way since. But there's no doubt that
the moral influence of a messenger's life 1s about as bad as
they could be on earth. There's not an evll aspect of things
that those boys aren't thrown right into and in fact paid to
mix into. T know the game if anyone does, and I will gladly
take any active part I can in a campaign for reform.

* pbout the worst thing the boys there went up against
was prostitution. The town was wide open and lifre was fast at
night. About half past nine, the calls to come in from these
houses and they kept it a~-going lively till after midnight




and often it would become guiet and the boys would have nothing
to do but talk over what they had ween. But from nine thirty
£i1l midnight practically all the calls were from these houses
or from hotels or gambling dens, Just those three. Most of the
calls were for doing light errands and delivering notes to
men and other women in the city. They had to buy some
1liquor occasionally but not a great deal, as most of the
houses there had liquor licenses. I never heard of any of
them mixing into the dope trade and I don't believe any of them
did. Of course, the girls used it but where they got it I don't
¥now. I never paid much attention to. them or their problem.
There were some calls to gambling houses but not many, but
ganbling was so open there that no one thought it wrong for a
messenger to go there anyway.

%" Those houses had a very bad influence on the boys.
Some of them got acguainted with the girls and 1 supplise some
of the older ones might have mistresses among them, but there
was little of that I believe. But the mental effect I can see
now, was bad, rotten. 1In the first place, they knew they ought
not to go there and felt that they were privileged characters for
being tolerated there. If a girl talked to one of them, or if
he managed to see something indecent - they were always watching
for that - that boy would come back elated and he and his com-
panions would talk it over with great gusto. They learned the
names of the girls and prided themselves with their familiarity
with them. They had plenty of time to think these things over
after midnight and let their already exclted minds dwell on what

they had seen, or imagined, during the night's work. That was

the worst of their work as I see it now. Of course, they shot
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eraps, but that's no crime in Lexington, and they smoked too, as

every boy of their size did down there. And it was the sug-
gostiveness and sexually inflaming nature of the work that
worked more harm with them than actual contact with the girls.
They were of a bad age anyway, for such work. About fourteen
to eighteen, mostly.

"Xo one ever considered this side of it though. I
wag too busy with my own work to supervise the boys' morals,

T thought, and as for our boss, why that man himself was the
worst moral influence in the place. He was a married man with
a famiby, and the boyse knew it. But he used to call his own
messenger boys to his houses of prostitution where he was
spending the night with a girl, and send him back with a
message to his wife saying that he was called out of town,

or something like that. Fine example for a boss to set wasn't
it. This man, though, was an exceptionally rotten one and
finally he wag caught short in his accounts and just barely
escaped arrest for embezzlement.

"7 used to heat stories of sodomy in commnection with
the boys too, but in those days I never paid much attention to
them. I thought they were Just stories. I know differantly
though, now. I have seen so much of that kind of thing in
Louisville that I knmow it was practiced on the messengere up
there, for I can understand the gignificance of what they
used to say. I have to fight it all the time here in Louis-
ville, and the streets here at night are heunted with men,
just walking around and walting their chance with the boys.

"Well, the messenger service at night is a mighty

vicious proposition and I am glad someone ie taking hold of
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it at last. It's a hard nut to crack, though, I'm afrald.

It's no boy's job: I know that if anyone does, but it don't
pay enough to keep a man and his family. What can be done I

don't know, but it ought to be something."

Went this after noon in company with Mr. McNair of
the Y. M. C. A, to the Western Union Telegraph office and
there met Charles Smith, manager of the Louisville office.
¥r. Smith is a middle aged, sharp faced ?ﬁg;ﬁy§ther narrow,
a "good Catholic," I am told, but exceedingly shrewd and
cautious in his conversation. He was very reluctant to make
a single direct statement in regard to any feature of the
messenger work. He preferred generalities every time. Mr.
McNair, who is enthusiastic ‘over the possibilities of the Y.
M. C. A. connection with the messenger service, did most of
the questioning of his own accord so that I got the benefit
of it all without having to commit myself in the least. Some
of my companign'é questions were bold, to put it mildly, and
caused vigible embarrassment to the manager, who tried to
dodge théﬁ. Without going into the conversation in which my

only part was constantly to bring the subject back from the

generalities into which Mr. Smith was always trying to escape.

His statement of the messenger service was in effect as follows:
"We employ about forty boyslon both day and night

service, normally. There are about thirty on today. The day

boye average about fourteen years of age, and work about o

twelve hours. The night boys are older. We have seven boys

who work from six to twelve; three more boys who work from

six to two a. m., and two boys who work the night thr
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one man over twenty-one, who is supposed tc take all calle of

a guestionable nature. We never send the other boys out on
such cells. Both day and night forces are changing 6ontinu~
ously. It would be a matter of several days' work going over
our pay-rolls to learn the exact number of boys employed per
year, but the total would be between ninety and one hundred;
that is, the average length of service of a messenger boy is
about five or six months.

"We have great difficulty in keeping boys, because
as soon as we have them trained, the demand for their services
as office boys is so great that they scon 'leave us. The dis-
cipline of our service is considered excellent training for
office boys. Then the boys themselves are constantly getting
places with brokers, lawyers, and offices in banks: there they
make a favorable impression and very soon are given an oppor-
tunity to go into the service of these places. We have to dis
charge a few boys, but not many.

"Thie work offers many opportunities for promotion
to boye who_are ambitious and interested in the work. We have
no provision at all for teaching the boys any details of the
work, but the boys are encouraged to ask questions and to
observe, and any time we see that a boy 1ls genulinely anxious
to make progress, we help him all we can, but the boys them-~
selves must take the initiative. We imake no attempt to keep
them or to interest them in the work. We only see that such
as are Interested get full opportunity to go as far as they
like.

"All of the minor employees in this office, checkers,
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bookkeepers and operators have been promoted from the messen-

ger service. The boye who show & willing dieposition are
first made check boys. They distribute messages among the
operators and are thus given a chance to learn to send and
receive themselves at odd moments, though no time is set
apart for them to study. There are also two flle boys who
have charge of the filing of messages. An average of about
five promotions e year are made from the messengers to the
check boys. In other departments, we promote four or five
more, so that an average of about nine or ten a year probably
are promoted in the service. While openings for only one boy
out of every ten might seem a small opportunity for promotion,
it must be remembered that the force is constantly changing,
and that a great majority of the boys never make any attempt
to gain promotion. '

"The day boys_ are kept very busy, as & rule. Seldom
that any of them are in the office more than fifteen minutes
successively, and there are rarely more than five or six in at
one time. Generally only one or two boys are here. With the
night work, however, it is different. The boys are kept fair-
ly busy up to ten or eleven o'clock. After that there is
1ittle to do; they sleep a great deal of the time. We have no
separate room for the boys when they come in from calls. We
have a place in the corner of the main room where they may sit
and wait for new calls, but that is all. Our day boys are
paid by the message. It is possible for a day boy to earn as
high as sixty dollars per month, but few of them ever do that.

The night boys are given a guaranteed salary of eighteen dol-

lars per month, as their calls are not numerous enough to make




I —————e e e

work only a short time, either leave or are discharged, then
reappear and seek employment agein: so that the same boys will
be employed sometimes several times a year. This mekes it im-
possible to learn the total number of different names on the
payroll without an extended seakch. I would say, though, that
we employ an average of thirty or forty boys a year, and that
their average lengfith of employment is five or gix months.
The night boye do not have & great deal of work to do, and
messengers in general do not seem to prefer the night service.
Most night calle are for messages in private houses and for
hotels. Sometimes we receive calle from houses of a more
questionable nature, but the boys .abe never allowed to enter
those houses: they must answer thelr calls and come right back.
A The night boys are all over slxteen years of age and I do not
think these calls influence them much.

"There are many chances of promotion in this office,
and though we make no attempt at all to give the boys any in-
struction or to fit them for promotion, still we always prefer
to recruit from the ranks of the messenger boye, and to such
boys as show willingness to work and learn, we offer every en-
couragement. In the past yeat about four have been promoted
to be check or file boye and we promote one or two a year to

" the clerical force in the business office. Those ardabout the
only positions open to the messengers but those are steps
toward higer promotion.

"While waiting for calls the boys are provided with
s small room with benches, but no other furniture. They are

supposed to sit guietly there, and smoking in the office 1s

,%1 positively forbidden. A great many prefer to wait on the
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street outside. I do not see what service the Y. M. C. A.
could do for these boys. The day boys work hard and prefer to
go home rather %en to take up the instruction work of the Y. M.
C. A. in the evenings. We do not employ enough boys to make
any work here among the boys practical; beeides, the boys are

never together at any one time."

I suggested the possibility of the ¥. M. C. A. putting

a table in the messengers' room, equipped with interesting
books and periodicals of the better class, ‘with the notice,
possibly, that it was loaned by the Y. M. C. A. to the messen-
ger boys, who were to be responsible to the Y. M. C. A. for
their care. Hr. Distler thought ;that the plan would be an
excellent one to try, as he thought particularly the night
messengere would get comnsiderable benefit from 1it, although he
said it had never been tried in any messenger office, to his
knowledge. He said he thought that the manager, Mr. James,
would be interested in such practicel work and was anxious I

should see ‘him on his return to the city a few days later.
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Dec. 0641909,

' Recelved today a letter frem Mr, Guy L. Shipps, of
Chiocago, formerly in charge of the playgrownd of Louieville
Neighborhood House, in anewer t6 inquiries of mine as to his know-
ledge of the messenger service in Toud syilde,

Mr, Shipps gave me the nasesof Tiney Ceall, a newshoy Xmown at the
Neighborhood House, Whe, he sald, could put me in touch with the
boy friends of his whe cowld undoubtedly give me the information

I wdshed, mem;m to 4ﬁhmstruﬂ.m
I found Cecil selling papers. On hearing m&g’mam-un
Shipps'; he lumediately hamled his papers gnr to anether boy and
volunteered to spend the rest of the dqdu at my disposal, Other
newsboys, WMMttmam,@bz Shipps', crowded up and
wumﬁtuviﬁ“t!mam‘bwwm“!hﬂ
Toulsville, Oecil and I nni %6 mupper together and I talked with
hin sbout street J.u. in !g\l!mm and about the messenger llﬂi“-
He told me of two otbct_' mt aiseiples of Shipps'j~JTimmle Devine
and Temmy Ryan, Nih ‘of whom had been night messengers for several
years and ‘bo&@ M he sald, could be relled wpon to give
absolutely ltfddmmmrd testimony to any friend of Shipps'.

Ve went %o mmmmwma a short time
nameged to locate both Ryan and Devine, With a fourth boy named
Moge Schapoff, we went to a theater togsther and afterwards repaired
to my room at the Galt louse, where the boys freely and frankly
gave a great deal of information coneerning street life in Loule-
71110. A1)l this talk of the boys gorved to verify the acouracy of
the statement which Devine and Ryan gave meé 1ater, Their deseription
of soenes and events in the atreets all tallied, ahd the circum



nio ¥ l:l' ebtained them prevent any possibility of eollusion
: been any resson for dacoptian.. Apgaing they are all
mder Shipps' influence and showed a keen desire, ad all

‘be of practical service to any friemd of his, Cecll and
left and for two hours Devine and Ryan talked openly and

of thelir experiences in the night messenger urv!.eo.. Without
mpting to go into detalls of the conversation, the statements

of the two boys, pretty generally as they gave 1t, follows::

*The night messenger servioce in a mighty tough propesition
here in Noulsville.® began DNevime, "The boys aré out on the street
everywhere at night and Louisville 1s a mighty tough city you now,
Then most of the calls they get are to whore® houses and the boys
lots of them; get to lying around there when they are off duty,
Sometimes when they are on duty, Théy have a good deal of leisure
and lote of time to look around and see what ig going on. Of course
meseengers take all this as & matter of course, Going to whore
houses 18 a part of the night's work with them, and as to his having
80 many calls there, whoré else should he have calls., Go dwn in
the street now and yot will f£ind ne thing epefs except whore houses
and & few saloons mnd gambling houses,®

1 anked hom about the training for future work which the
nessenger hoys receive, ..

*They don't get any tralning, ™ broke in Ryan. *I was a
measenger for about two and one half years, At the end of that time
i gouldn't find a decent job, and haven't been able %o £ind one
sinee. That was about three years age., I've tried hard to get a job
that would pay a man to take, I'm twenty now - but I can't find
mything. I haven't any trade, and while the ladfes at the Helghbore
hood House are very good and always offering me joba, none of them
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ore than four dollars a week, and I want to earn more than that?
asked him how he came to quit, *Fired," he sald laconieaily.
"Thats the way most of ‘the boys quit, I was caught drunk on duty,

- Jhmy there, peinting to Devine, quit to learn the baker's trade,®

"Tou see wy stepfather was a baker,* sald Devine, “and
when he gave me a chance to learn his tmade I thought I had better
take it, I've @4t half a dozen times since I hegan to learn it
three years agoe bocause somehow I ocan't stand it to be shut in
steady, but its a good trade ahd I think I'll stick to 1t.," I asked
then about the after work of some of their compamiens in the service,
"Scattered and gone everywhere,® sald Ryan. ¥Same of them are
driving wagons, Seme are in saloons and ped) rooms., One of my
friends in bar tender in a saloon here, and one of them a saloen
keeper in Arizona. One of them learned the tailor's trade, m
& half interest in a 1ittle shop i’nro.. He 1s doing pretty well,
Most of the night messengery I know never amounted to anything
lftoﬂuru‘."

"About thre¢ years ago" sald Devine, "s family named
Bryson moved here from a little Indiana town, There were twe boys,
Bddle and Johng sbout fifteen and sixteen years old in the family,
quiet, dandy fellows, when they came here, iies Ingra_n kxmml -

Bddle got a Job with the Western Union as night mesm ‘
m,umtmuﬁolhtw&o%ﬁnuusm
It was wonderful to him, and he talked about it a lot in the offioce,
and ® on got to pomlna mopt of Nis time and his money in whore
h-un. Then he got hh brother John on the Western Union tee, and
in six months time, both hoys were coapletely on the bim, They
spent night after night over in the tenderloin, and toeok %o drinking.
They lasted with the service about a year, One of them get fired,
-l=
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othey was being mormw;mwcrhm&ﬂmt,
:memmmmw And to this day beth

mmm“”""mmmwfﬁuo :.h' :m.

is in Cineinnati, but you can 80 into the whore house distriet and
find Fddde around there almost any night, I'm telling you this
©ane beoause I think it is the most direct case of what the messe
engor gervios oan do %o a fellew, than any I know of, But you pan
see its offect in lots of others, That I an sure of,*
'muﬂ;amw.'lvmm‘, mn:mbym
kept by some woman down in the tonderlein, Lot s# newsboys go
that route too, Youmngntumcnuwmnhem-ma
pretty scen we get tohnth-plunqdmslnl. Almost ald
munmauaunmugom-mumumu,.
Just te get to see the girls. I they don't, they want the big
tips. Then after you got to know the girls, and Xnow the best
houses, Mumtoﬂndmwustwutum.“m
mmtﬁtmnonn. (A'€00d nony of the fellews ge back when
tuymmawt,mmm. and spend the rest of the night with
& girl there, Other times they will g0 to these houses on calls,
& girl wiil 4yP(de Jdn to wme to bed With her, either for the money
m-m&uwhemmt&lnurm@hm’m_

sends back wrd to the office that he has

might with her. e last year I was & messenger, this thing get so

comon that when a boy weat on a eall inte the red light and sent

mwthathumuokorhutophm. the nmanager woudd

8inply send a boy to the houne where he was called, after hin,

Generally the boy found him there, Lots of times a boy would have

& message to deliver and would either neglegt, or else hurry through
-l
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&Ad then wuld go wnd pend part of his tine and go back te tne
Pfice and cdaim he had trouble in knocking up the pecple or seamee
thing like that, A cemon trick is %o mign the receivers name to
a reodpt Without walting to call hinm wp during the night, and then
go mmmmmutmﬁmnmgin. Moat of the boys used
to geo ever there a ® od deal on pay n&ﬁ. Vary few would get
next to those glrls for nothing, that 1s, the high classed giris,
UHost of us could get saio cheap ones, if we wanted, adl' once in a
while one of the real thinsm woula take a fancy to one of the older
boy® and he oould have all he wanted out of her \Gt1) she was tired
of him,® '

I asked them about messenger boym m.atina;

"Wo used o got & good dead g arink,* said Rysn,

partiowlarly in vwhore houses, They used to send us out after @rink
a good deal, and when we can bhagke they used to sct Yem up to nn;
"We mever had the % ast trouble getiing 1t at saloons, although
& good many of us were n}.__m"‘.. At the office they never cared
hew drusk we got, an Long as we 41 net get too drwik for auty)
in which case we didi't just show wp,"

Mﬂhn 3“ & 1ot to drink was when we were showing
Seme stranger tie towh. I @on't think I ever get trough a trip
1ixe’ that without beisig soused, andmost of the tims T would land in |
aﬂnmmrﬂpﬁwm@tmm,mtummtﬂ I
back until the next qlr. It seemed to me that was what the strangers |
dways asked for rirgh, ' *Iake me to & whore house® vas & ways fueir
first request, and n;" nmd always stop at a cowuple of saloons on the
way*®. |

I asked thiem about sodemy, partiowlarly the form which
the mtreet baoys calk éoiﬂ__f-smg.
-5
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"Tommy can tell you all about that game®, sadd Bevine.

been wp agalnst that game himself," "Yes* said Ryan,
have beén up against 1t, Jeor about gix months, when I was &

megsengery; I let givlis and then men outk me off. Y cut 4t out
finally on my own ace rd degunse I coudd pee vhat was happening

to other boys vho were stind ng Dr the same thing. I have knowmn
boys vhe have been gelting suwocked off reglarly for years so that
they were slply crasy over 1%, The ordinary way of going after a
woman never appesled to those boya after that at all, They didn't
have any interest in 1t. I have known hoys to tel)l me that all they
cared shout was to be pucked and that they wouldn*t wante time
having just ordinary iatergourse with a M'

"ig for mysel? it was a stralght momsy msking preposition
at frat, and then I got to 1lke 1%, In lLdulaville a good deking
Yoy can carn a lot of easy meney for gtanding for 1t among men, Ald
the messenger boye fim this out vary esarly, and then it is wp te
them what they want to do chaut) It, T used to stand for 1% and eam
& dollar and a half or two Qellars a time for it. Jimy here would
got raving mad ever timd  a man put 1¢ wp to him and would throw
anything at the namy of hit hia with saything he had in his hands,
Vith the Loys whw ald stand for 1t 1t was a purely fionoy making
proposition, They never did that among themselves, Vhat was the
uge when you gould get so much monay by doing At with others. This
ety 4 2MAL of cock suckers at night that follow you around whoree
ever you go, and all you have to do is %o make a sign and thay are
right with you, You cross the street and he fhllews you, them you
duck down an alley, or into any dark plage, and he comes after you,

You vnbbhtton your pamts as if you were going to pea, and then

he'll turn to you every time and meke the prepositien, Other men
wil) oall you to thelr roems in hetels and once they ges yom in
o (j=



y put it up to you, These are sespectable business men,
some of them, There are boys in this town that I knew are
ing kept today by men just for ths purpess of sucking them oﬁ.'..
The newshoys do a lot of this kind of thing too, probably moere than
the messengers hecause they are on the streets all the hours of the
night, but they are not Rhrown right into it 1like the messenpgers
are, I den't belleve that there is a night measenger here that is
not given a ohance to esarn mme money that way bed re he has heen on
the job a week, OFf course there are lots of boys sucked off by
woman too, over in where houses but the beys just ytand for that
bevanse they like 1t.. There 1s ne meoney in 1%, ' But there iz money
in 1t among the boys I know/ if any one dees, for I frankly confess
that I have been ilhere, Thig is a thing that T wouladn't tell %o
a lving soul but you or Shipps, and I am telling you this as
atradght ss though I were talking to Mr, Shipps himself,."

T asked them what the messenger boys dld with thelr time
when they were not out eon oalln..

"There was néthing we eould de®, sald Devine, "you oan
go inte the office and sit down and loaf, or you can go eutside
and stand up and peaf, The night manager never cared what you did

or ai long as you were within calling distance.
or what beghme/you
In our compay - I was with the Vestern Uniom ~ we were never pere
mitted to smeke in theoffice. Any Doy caught masking in the offee
was fired, It was the same in your office, wasn't it Tommgy?" Ryan
nodded, *Ye would 14 around the office and tell stordes or just
degse, There never was anything ol?o to do, Wery few messenger
boys quit, Most of them are fired: Wut 1ts generally for being drusk
or for staying away too leng, or for over charging. The company

doen't care what we do or what becones of us so long as we do the wory

There is some gambling among the boys, but that's a thing we have
-7&
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_ s Usually sauewhere outside, Sometines ve get ﬂ
started that will last a long time, Sometimes we p:l.ay
lﬂtn-'w for money, but shooting eraps was the commonest foym of
gambling. I don't knew, though, how mueh of that is golng on
nowea~days. The messenger service has changed, just as the city
itself hu; 0f the gang that I used to he with, almost all of
them quit at one time, and tﬁoy'ﬂ got & bunch of little kids in
now who aren't worth a damn, We had to take a ® od nany calls to
ganbling houses, and, ef course, same of us rlayed the penies a blt;
hut the worst gambling was ® ne among owrselves,®

I asked them about prometion, "Nothing to 1t", sald
Ryan, "unless you are the right kind of a gWle- You gan get to be
& check bey or a file Yoy after being in the service a year or twe
it you are wise and stick teo it but, ¢rdinarily, nebody wants te
Btigk to it, When a guy im in earnest and wants to get promoted
they always give him all the help they can in the office, and en~
gourages him te be around and help de things that teaches him the
hffice work, They will give a boy every chance to got on and
engourage hinm to keep en trying. If tley’ see he wants to earn money,
they give him the diggest musber of nm.-. When he games in off
the calle they 1) take his oall hook and stick it onm top of the

pile so that he will be the next one out; and that will let ndn Qll'l_l
more than the uthnﬂ, and the messengers themselves are dm .
willing to help hoost & guy Who wants to be sqyare. They don't mke
my kick when he gets more than his share of calls, and they are
careful not to queer him with the nanager. Most of us just think
'Hell, what's the use'; we're in the service for the meney, and thatsé
@11 we do oar about. And you gan get more money by mixing in

dom the line and playing for the big tips then by Just being on the
job steady,"®

s G-
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I asked them about the day service. They sald it was
‘ried on by mmall boys and had few of the texpptation of the night
"hel r ealls to housmes of prostitution are very few; there
ie ne sodemy; and the boys have 11ttde time to loaf, Yew night
messengers ever stay peymanently with the capany. The average
Ingth eof nniuilomyurnmthl. Arewutwomawur
80, and only a few stay on more than a year, as didm'tnandnnim;
"I threw uwp ny Job & half a dosen times," sald Ryan, "but
I'd always come back again, T 1ike that kind of night work well,
anyway, becaumse you have so much time for base bq%!’ and things iike
that in the day time, that ether boys ean't m If you go on the
Job at six ofeleck you ocan always mmmage 40 get mm
in a few hours sleep before daylight anid you wul have all the
afternoon md sonetimes most of the worning to enjoy yoursels in.
I always got reatless after I hed béen on day johs for a while am
I wuld @it and @ne hack e the messenger servics, Dut that den't
Pay enough for me now, and anece I don't know any irade, I smehow
®:n't seem %o get started again,*
These ®aiditiops both boys repeatedly sald apply fo al2
nessengers in the night service that eltheyr of them ever knew,
The manngerg of the cormpanies are fully aware eof it, and the boya
theuselves know this, Nothing was ever done, that these boys
of, to check, regulate, or diseiminate in any way in the send _
mepgengers to houses of prostitution, gambling houses, or in sending
them out after drinks,
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slipdpht el arly ¢pa oy (Ddedals g AL :

“isiortpestel Meseengér No. 3, Mmown 1n Loxingten, as
_ "Oriffith", age about soventeen, took me to houses of prosti- r
E’ tution on YacGowan Stroet and neigzhborhcod. At one large L
f',' ~ house on this stroet he is the special meseenger for the ﬁ
F?'?'l'-'ﬂ"

' nanes there, but so tar hu litile o

always asked for personally at tho\Q‘ ¢o by this house because }
ho has & "stand-in with them. @{r’thinkheshmstar&m o
trust his." ()K

Has other callg.¥D parbling hiouscs with messages, i
tut not many. Is v nversant with tenderloin lif's in :
Lo:d.mon But he been cnly a meassenger thres months and !

he has only \tﬂ Lexington seven months. Is a high school
graduste fl‘% Alabama towh.

' ‘@y-mmmnozmmym@tmutomor
Mﬂim m, though thu town was remorly wide op.en, h.

2 ohes as they apre tﬁ‘**&f‘ fm ‘restaurmﬁ llx[ havs 4
: *:- %sim. Emows the girle use dope but don't kmow - fl
*, mmﬂ got it. 5. A

1 ;5‘ /) mro m M boys enploygzﬁy the W. and about - : _.t"
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8lx by the Western Union in Lexington. XNo night service arterﬁ.
midnight and only one boy (himself) on after tem o'cloock.
Western Unien also has one. Pays fifteen dollars per month.
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THE NIGHT MESSENGER SERVICE.
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It is from the point of view of the child as

a future power for good or evil in the state that this
g

inquiry proposes to deal with the night messenger service.

To unlerstand fully what are £ﬁn'f3}eelmdﬂikél_

hood in the night messenger services mg-Organized in our
greater American cities, we must. consider:
| 1st. The nature of the wewrk,

2nd. The environment

Srd. The use messengdce make of this environment, -
k 4th. The effect upen messengers and Laru them e me—
upon the giale.

p—

Broadliy~¢peaking, the meaﬁenger service is an

organization whieh supplies laborers for indiscriminate light

| work. This differs from the outset from the preconceived
idea g\ the messenger service which usually pictures |
& small boy running with a note or telegram to its
destination. There are some messenger services in

which the delivery of notes plays but a minor part,

and delivery of messages or telegrams no part at all.

In such offices a staff d!lboyu, and often men, 1is

nd of light service for any

organized to perform any

person who wishes tempor _ SMRESENGEHS FURNISEED

‘DAY OR NIGHT FOR ANY KIND OF Foads a 8ion in|

front of a westera off
| o

- largest¥national
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T
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messenger services in Ameriean.

Among the

Lhe gix months in

senal xnowledge are waltling on

% PRRInes bagy . . .
in department store,

eeling

This is liberally interpreted

varicus dutlies of day messenger

ine state, of wnich I have per-

Ltable, buving a woman corsets

an invalid, taking

ha assisting a woman a® her teilet, carrying business repor?
o gities npundred milea digtant, purchasing candr,
flo cigars and liquer, staying in fipuse in the absence
ef its owner, felding circularas and goa¥ing envelopes in

7

of & woman at nizht Lhe

vork becomes

apparent

1_1. s | y A.J- 5 b\-ij
Certain necesasary cha
gservice will be reelized when ¢

The necessiiy.fof inviolable s

work i3 appay The

me

ger's

upon fo perferm Taithfully what

ne ecircumstances Lo discuss the
been ealled to perform. I have
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diven

wvhen

ecrecy regurdl

ement iiself. The. testimony cf

reception;

3¢ nature of the messenger
this, by mo means complete

racteristics of the messenger

hisg brief lis' is studied

ssenger boy must

he is teld to do,

nature of the work he h
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bears ocut this statement, and has been checked Turiher by
wring the rej ts of the boys Lo their respeciive manageras.
The messenger must give complete account of his whereabouts

during hio absence

n

[+

from Lthe office

in order that the manage-



ment may be assured that he was not ‘dle, bui the boy is
Instructed never Lo tell sxactly vhat he has been doing, or
for whom he has been workine when out on an errand, according

”my,

to the statement of messengers. The necessity fTor this
secrecy is obvious. Important business secrets are often
entrusted to these messenger boys, who, in the main, have
proved Taithful 4o the trust confided in them. They are often
used to Lransfer large sums of money. They are) often used teo
carry notes whiech arrange for seecreti conferences of imporitant
mement. Messengers will be entrusted with matters which their
patrons dare not, for perfectly legitimale reasons, entrust to
the telephone. The existence of & safe, accurate and reliable

means of the execution of errands, whiech, while harmless in

1 1

themselves, might Eé Embiraﬁaing if publiely revealad, has
become almos' a city mecessity. The possibilities of a dis-
henest and illegalk expleitation of this necessary secrecy
are apparent €/ any keen observer and with this phase of
the mesoenger )we will deal later. What must be emphasized
here i3 the Tacl that the messenger service im its beat
possible Torm offers te the public an absolutely confidential
medium for the periormance of all kinds ¢f servies which do
not take a supericer intellipgence or strensth to secomplish.
The discussion of the messenrcer service necessarily
resolves itself Into a discussion of the environment in
whieh the messenger works; for the work is unlque in this
respect. That 1t is not the character of the office or
of his empleyers whieh settles the cducalionzl value ofthe
night meassnger's work, but 14 is the characler rather of %he

serviee to which his empla; caters.

-



Logically then, a study of the méssenger service
a8 a training schesl for youth inrelves a study of the
¢itioes in which ihe messengers work. In sueh a study we
are atruck at the oud set by the difference in the characler of
Americsn cities by day and by night. IT the average man who
knows only the substantial business life of his city were
te study the life of this same environment late at night,
he could easily imarine himsslf in another =nd entirely
different community, so different in chnﬁSGté? and manners
are the citizens who are most aciive @dw~“he middie of the
night. The reason for this is net wsrd to ses, As day is
given up to industry in mcst gtiles; so the forces of
pleasure and recreation holdchief sway at night. The chief
busincas at night are Liese which supply amusement and
relaxation to the gen®ral publiec which must work by day.
The earlier part (@f‘the evening namely up to ten or eleven
o'cloek is usuaAlly pgiven over Lo the legitimats forms of

S

amusement ;. tHeatres and other publie entertainments, balls,

recepiions and similar social functions. But late at night

the character of the amusementis offered changes radically.

WHERE THE CALLS COME FROM.

Night measenger calls are Tor the most part %o

bus
newspa )vr offices,

; ness houses open at night,
) hotels
1)
2)

‘,.n

Group 1

o op

url---v home calls,
hospitnals.
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w
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houses of prostitution,
Raines law hotels,
sombling housos,
Chinese restanrants,

p
&
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police siallon fhouses.



Among the beys who sre so unfortunate as to engage

in work which keeps them on the street late at night, its

o

L8
i

influence is irresistible - often fatal Yewsboys, messen-
ger boys, peastal delivery borys in scores have confessed
that the algraction of the night work has selzed upon

them Iin an ilmpressionable bovhood and woeven about them
'Y [

1 net of mysterious alluremsnt from which they never eBcape .

MESSENGERS ANXIOUS TO WORK LATE AT NIGHT.

“he lure of the nirht shift is fwe-fold.

lst. The tips at night are larpe and numarous;

2nd.  The glamour of the night 1life offersg everything
that youthful instinet craves.

POLICE REGULATION OF VICE CN‘ITS RELATION TO THE MESSENGER.

There are wlmest as many different metheds n vogue
in attempting to repulate right 1ife in the itenderloin
so~called, ag there are different cities. These attempts
proceed in TOur general lines.

dst. Refusing absciutely t0 countenance the exisgt-
ence of such disiricts by systematically
rajding snd prosecuting all those who attempt

Le make money through its existence,;

2nd. By licensing and restrictien of prostitution
and liquoer selling and all kindred vecntions,

ard. By eoreful ~ thourh unofficial police regu-

w

lation;

4th. By a system of "protection® whareby the
autherities levy a tribute frem the purvey-
¢rg of vice in consideration of police
Immuni 4y

gl

In the ¢

w3

the existence of prostitution, the messenrers were always

“ies here the authorities refuse absolitely



found sufficiently infermed of the places to guide the in-
vestigators Lo the cevers under which the law is systematic 11y
viclated.

In other cities where the authorilies license

- i e & d A -— A f & & 4 ° o -~ P ~ * s yly b8
and regtrict 4o cortain disiriects housss ¢l pros tdtution,

Y pp— - ser v 4 Foeyyer 4
he messengers, when asksd to show Lhe investigalors ihe
5 - - " 8 B » —_ o BT o o 1 .- -
sigh tg of the ci E\"’Jri i y)§f‘,i]*j‘7_t‘!_}ll,‘ first turnad to the .:forﬂfrn'ltf}‘d

I

ict, @xhibiting an unusually intimat€ Knowledge

of the places and reciting incidents commoniy no torious there.
Where there exists a complefe subrosa understanding

between the nouses of prostitutien and the pel

nessengers admit freely as 40 _the knowledge the police

have concerning the traffic between thege houses and Lhe

megsengers, in spite 0t The stantutes Lhat make 1t a penal

offTensge for minors Lo enler such resortits.

Lion of prostitution

-

of police officials,

it ishotorious that a tribute is levied in consideration
of remaining unmolaosted in the vielabion ol Thg Las

In mo L instances messengers were found Lo D entirely
familiar with this form of criwe, =which from thelr oon
Latementd bred in them an indifference for the 1w and

contempt Tor authority?

mrn NG ,-\,'{,,.. o R T I T TR S BN o
L2808 M 3 ALJ‘{ I}, ' b A

Ths fellowing salient features «f “he n! ‘et megsenger

:

service —ere found to be uniform throughoui the sia’e:



1st. Inmates of houses ¢f proastlitution call for
megsengers for the purpose of

(a) sending messengers o purchase lunches,
wrs during

and alse Lo purchase 1ig
legal and wniawfl hours;

{b) (b)sending messengers %o purchase opium,
cocaine, and other narcotics;

{c) sending messenp rs with notes to
patrons of houses of progtitution;

(d) having intercourse wirh“those, who,
by reason of their ph¥elically diseased

condition, are unabld t¢ attiract other
men;

(e) inviting messengers to indulge in

vicious sexuad practices by depraved
prostituteg ghd their patrons.

2nd. Nessengers anrg.¢talled ¢ Raines' la~ hotels

-

for the purpose of

(e) carrying notes to men making assignation;

{d) purchasing opium, cocnine snd other narcotics

2

drd. Messengers are called %o gambling houses for
the purpose of
(2) cashing checks;

{b) purchasing liquers during legal and
forbidden hours;

*

{¢} purchasing lunches for the hmbitues.

4
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(b) carrwying opium Lo Lthe patrens of these
restaurants;
Sth. Messengers ars called to police stullon houses
for the purpose of
(a) carr“ing notes Tromasrested prostlitules
Lo thelr pimps, asking for aid; L‘"qus
bringing Lthe messenger intc intimate
contact with men whe live upon ihe
earnings of 4£X1ls unfortunnte class of
womer: .
VICES MESEENGERS ARE BREUOTT IN CONTACT WITH TIW PARTICULAR
CITIES.
The cosmepelitan character of New York City makes

it a centire € overy form of vice which Is prevalent in other
parts ¢f thé) state, but in other cities of the state, one
rtidudar form of vice i3 more oecentuated than others.
In New York the messengers are uvssd ns agents
for the purchase c¢f cocaine, opium and other narcotics; for
purch=sing liquers during Tul and 'mlawful hours; they
are called by patireons of thelr company (o indulge in the
practice of pederasti; it has been feund tha' certain
sssengers were used for the purchasing of drugs which
when s8¢ purchased vere used ¢ make insensible the patlron



Albany

¢f = prestitutse, g her an epperiunity 1o rob

her cusiomsr and decamp. Messengers are frequently used Lo

o

noe of progtifuies <hen ‘thev ra
p

ed, to thelr pimps, informing them of their plight., The

progtitutes who find 1t

“1lling 4o heave erce with

comm

prevalent evil-with which messenrers

come in umong ofdmes, all

of vice attendant upon visits to houses of prostitutic n,

ant 1SR | A " - e » ¥ 3 ER 1 3 P - 3 v -

of 1ich Alb WY NA8 A unus -.:(...L,, .}.fz.r"‘t PIaGRt Li0on . Amc 4ag
these may be mentioned, invidetions ‘0 cohabit with prostitu!
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invitationg %o indulge .if-d&praved sexual praciicesi -cails
- p— S i ” i s 3 3 = - .
0 Chines 28 rantcs i8re prosti 25 and pimps ¢ X &

' » viseits there rand + amiliarize ©o caASeNrs writh
3 18170 - |0 T 1Li1arize 1 mes nEe IL
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scheme of life whoreby an easy living !s made pon the
r v 4 me P s e - n s lesilchal
L il".id}. = 04 irortunate onmen.

3senger 1s

in the cocaine traffic.
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understianding exists beivreen
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8,who, for 25¢, 50¢, o

dacetor's prescription known

strength of Lhis the messengsr 1is
L& b

cnabled Lo secure cocanine from the varicus drug slores in

e 1“7'5

the city. ne consumers of cocaine evidently know that



Rochepter

the uniform of ithe messenger is a guarantee

necessary in this vielatlion of the law. It is

the drug sieres carrying on this traffic in

fully ecepnizant ¢ the unprofessional use of

15

tiong, for upeon Lwo of cocaine obtained by the

Dagkares

through messenger drugglst's label was

&

8, no

the package, zliheugh by law they are required

so0.adding the name of the physician wpon whose

prescription the drug was made up wiith directi for its use,

Utica is also known as nlace of much serusal

perversion. In this regard it has been found that many

messengers were used in these\debaucheries

In tEe “chiaf patron of the megsenger

gervice after ten o'clc at night is the heuse «f prosiitu-

Commercial~twiels Turnish a great deal of the patronay

in calls for,.mdasgengers used by a great many travelling

men Tor lewd

purpoBes.

ro0d AT ot
L'f Pad D L2 L

Pant 8 patronage oL nouses o1 prostl

G e

from messengers of the cit:

In addition t¢ the usual run of evyils wiih

messengers are familiarized, in Rochester, 11 apl y Lh
mushor of the meggenrers are addicted bto the habli o0 paming

They freely =dmittad to the Investigators their gains and

losses in thelr numercus games of chance, which range Trom

matching pennies, 1o cards and craps.

. ¥ O



Buffalo

The Cilty of Bulfalo may be classed with Syracuse as a
rlace where the night messenger service afler %en o'eleck is
mainly given up %o calla %o houses of prostitution for she
pose of buring lunches for prestitutes and thelir patrons,

buying liguers, ete.

THE MESSENGER IN MASSACS UaR e
» Ad o - bl

L EaE2 N

messenger must econtend in this state. Thejare the problem of

Y 4 3 B EEwhs > P s & gy A= o & Y 3
pregtitution and the liquer traffic. Prastitution sasumes Lhe

- o 4 o ek - ¥ 1 g <y 1 4 L Y . & B Y
proportions of & problem enly in thenlarger cliles of 3sachu
setts. The liquer question is pPesent even in the smaller
communities. It ia found thad in Massachusetis there 1s

greater proportion of legittmate calls than elsewhere.

assignation, rooming houses which
harbor prostitutds; Chinese and other all night restaurants,
nloons and/féghlar houses of prostituition form the bulk of +the
night ealis. But the number of legitimate calls 1s large

rhen C(.‘-mp.-';r&':d «+i+h other }_"‘{':‘f‘ cities.

In New Bedford, aside from calls to houses of
rostitution and disreputable hotels, the night service I
sed but sparingly. essengers are known Lo be sent
different parts of the eity Tor girls for the purpese of making
assignations. They purchase lunches for prosiliuies. Llke

in Beston, messengers ars used Tor the purchase of drings dur-

ing lewful and wnlavful hours.
In the City of Springfield, messenrers are used
quite frequently © the rurnoge of purchasing drinks after L he



cloasing hours for prestitutes and their patrons, commercial
travellers, guests of the hotels, and others. Messengeras re

sent to houses of prostitution where thev are knovm *to have

intercourse with the women.

Worcester has the reputation of being the largest ne-
license tewn in the United States. Like Springfield, prosti-
tution in Vorcester is not orpanized, but 1ls carrisd om larpgely

Worcesster by individuals in disrepuiable hotels, and the pessengery,

-

therefore, are used te a grest extent as go-betweens in carrv-

Ly

= =g s of * o PRGBS R b o Y PRl 'Y
ing notes from the prestitute Lo Her paramour.
»

In Tymny 1t wos found bhatl messengers wore used %0

answer calls tv housss of prestitusion mainly feor the purpose

- & 2 5 3 ’ el & o o ¢
el carrying notes from prostitutes Le satrons.

44

In general, the messengers in Yassacuhsetts are most-
ly employed to¢ carry notes, telegrams and messages, to and from
regular houses of prostitution, whers they exist, and are fre-
auenily used as go-belweens areng men and women seeking illicet
intercourse. Like the eifties of other states the calls Lo
these places ewmbrace a large variety of duty, all of whiceh,
messengers are expscied to perform, boih by their vatrons and
by thelr offiee managers, no matter what the nature of the vork
may be. It ja alse fwound that megsengers are habitually
used ai nirht Lo bresk the liquor laws wherev.r possible;

that immoral women ln employing these boys noet only moke no

attempt to conduet themselves in a proper and decorous manner,

4
()
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less offense Lo the little servitoers, bul many

seduce ine messsnpers

I+t iz evident that some of +the local managers of

& magsenpger service companies are Tully aware of Lhe nature

calls on which they deliberately send 4heir boys.

IN CONW

WLTICUT,

L0
Aduri
Conne
LRV
Ll-" e
L "
# C

ol »

night
Inociore sy

from

24

mE 3587

ClG 3
room

for

have

general situation in ConnectitGut, as regards the

------- s @ ] 5 e ot » 2 e fol g b o .
ar mervice ig similar as LgMNiat of the statss of

ang Mose: Tyt & 2l oa oo
EREE mssachusetts. gd as FO=-D8 tweens

omen seeking illicet dnfercourse; thewv invited

wre

intercourses with prosidtutes; purchnse drinks

aral amd vl aae s st & \ a fd § & - .
ng legal and unlawful %ours, and in some of the cities of
cticut mesasengers wex'® found who gambled away thelr earn-

’
- + o [ T . ¥ . > v - 4
In Haw siaven, 1 18 found that messengers were used
2 v 5 . I xy — T —— B s e i g oy s =1 —— n—
arry noied to and from students seeking to make assignation
PRt H " - 7y d 4 a1l & g NP T MY IR o
i ¥gNrl the city inis, with ¢alls 10 regular houpes

rostitution, conasitituies the bulk of the business of ihe
mess
enger in New Haven. Calls are also frequent to and

Chinese and other all nigh*t restauranis Tor the purpose

refreshments te prosgtitutes and their pairons

<
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&

In Hartford, ‘he investigators found a numbsy of

wwers ho were conflirmed gamblers., Invesiipntion dig-

g Lhe Tact that prostitutes call messengers Lo theilr

8 for the purpose of having interceourse with therm and alsc

companisnship.
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Vessengers have coerreboerated each other in the recital of
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idgepoert, disreputable hetels, houses of prosti-
ultion, and private spartmon'ts harboring prestitutes find

Bridpeportfrequent occasion to utilize the nigh' messenper serviece,

r for the purpese of purchasing ligquors and refresh-

There is nothing pecudiar in the situation in

Yy 4 a2t : Ire Fey L= Sdryvm my'dh )3 AR am pn madltg
18 8 LLG . 3'4’ A0 CQLICT Dy Iflfaﬁ;'..‘i‘:l’l.‘_,‘d S arse \,z-‘_.‘;-.'n}w ag a moQium

of communication between men and women seeking illicet
intercourse. (alls are qtumerous from disreputable hotels,

% . 3 - e P Rl h | Yo i - g 4 £ in
Providencesaloons and rooming heuscs harb ring prosiitutes. As In

1]
5
w

other gities calls Lo houses of prostitulion vary in number

according to/thd exient of police surveillance. At the

d-amin o i - 5 sxd 3w e e'res
time ¢f the® inves ,.J{_,-.vmi-»n, 2508

- b s
hovses were severely under ihe

| - « ey -~ b S o s | & e - T % T EN " i -+ 4- % "y
of the\anthorities, and as a result calls were few from ihem.

THE MESSENGER IN VERMONT.

5

Vermont, like the other Wew Ingland s 38 the

e 3
o
o

i

night messenger service for 4 e purpese of performing indis-
eriminate light work for pregiitutes and their palrons.

-

There is noth ng exceptional in the situation in Vermont.
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In Pitlsburgh, as in Syracuse (Y. V.) the houses of
itien nere count amcng. their patrons a good number
of messengers. Calls teo hougesz of prostitution fer the

» '3 = s S ¢ & g B Fu e 5 -
purpose of purchasing liquors, refreshmenis, as well ag

for the purpose of having intercourse with the pregtitutes.
In Pittebwygh, messengers are not allowed Lo go upstalrs

Pittgburgh further than Lhe Tirst floor of Lhe hecusel “\It was Iound

o 4 . + i ey Y - 4 oy b o e " g -
that most disorderly houses were sliiuatgdion the ground

fleor, where the messengers are privilered Lo enter, and

here they see the prostitute scapiily clad, and the walls
)

2 — rd seran i a1 Sk : . - ) - v o s
gdecos L.‘r/‘d. witn Sy i dsLive D10 NNEE S, Lie ;108»0{1;*8}*5 are eg-
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pecially loose in their morals in this clty.

TR WRGETRATE YW MATVY N

Yl [ESSENGER IN MARYMNA 31

In Baltlwmore, there is a district reserved for

3 a ot} - e % Bar it a & e i a .
progtitutes,Chere, unmels ply thelr trade. .
} N a iR A . -
number of wyssengers were asked by the

) 2 i3 £ ' 1 oy P =T . T, T s AR S b oA
investigatorss they instinctively turnsd to the segregated

3 1 - 3 3 kK At ey e e (e "
distriet, and showed o marked familiarity and knowledge of

number of the house =and the name of +the mistress of the house
of prestitution long before we reached them . They also
related man: sieries, later confirmed by the investlig:

L%

of happenings in the ssgregated district.



After nine ¢'cleck ni nicht, the mesgsenger service is glven
over almest entirely te ecalls to houses of prostitution, for

the purchase of limuors, rofreshments, as well as convey

L
\«lu

ng
notes from prostitutes Lo their patrons. It is nelorious
that Baltimere's sasgregated district holds a number of prosii-

ce are called in to

j Y

tutes vhe ars thieves. Vhenever the pol
make arrests of prostitutes for sueh crimes as lasceny, the
messenger is vz d by the priscmertic call her friends te

gscurae bnil For her release. IY has been found that some

dnose restaurantis in Baltimere are ne different from those
wer citios., They cater to' the prostitutes of the

gegregated district, and the \pessenger 1s used as
of the foods. There is &-prohibition against miners enlering
but this law is openly vieialed,

and ne attempt !lswade to enfTores the provieions of the law.

i . B = W P . 47 $3 e - " 2 " % - 4

sgengers weras gent by the Investigaloers L0 Becx SupposiLious
FLEE - P o T mey i ps £ 47 o g s e g b & - 2 - - -
friends in the houses § the segregated districet, and in every
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gagse Yhey returned stating that they were ingide the nouse,
nd related what they saw. Tomen 31t about the windows
of the houses, some dresazcd In sHorY skirts, and others in long

3 i 7 ER T, W e
gilk kimonos

g clgarcites and

"~ . — g s e
ig notoricus as & place of much semual perversion, .ogether

4th gambling. It has been found that a mumber of Messongers
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rere us-d as parties in the commission of
addicted 4o “he habit of geming. The messengers of Daltimore

are younger than the beys of othsr cliles cevered in this work,
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In Virginia the three predominating evils the messen-

wreatlitution, calls %o gambling houses, and invitsations to

i

become parties to the debaucheries of sexual perverts. It
Richmond wasz found thatbt messengers receive calls from houses of proagti-

3 w -~ vy 3 s 3 1w e o oe oy oy v P i g " . a5 T - W e A ——
tulion, rooming heuses harboring prostitutes, and regulay

houses ol assignation. They are frequenily kalled to gambling

haoanyae s by £ Yy "y =t oy o 1 4 w4k
nouses where they furnish the hsabituesg wif

1 e B 1 : - Y oy . .
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lorfolik their checks, carry notes generald®, and besides purchasing

I{aucrs.
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The messengey sorvice of TLouiaville as foundic

bz one endless chain of demoralizing influences. DBoys are

. s st ¥ 24 v & oo - 4 oz et ¢ - i ol | 3
not infrequentim parties Lo the commlission of sodomy and

kindred ac®€¢ of perversion. Cocaine was found to be much
used hemey/ not only among the messengers, but among the

reopledvauite generaly, and the sale of it was found to bhe

T = @ Y —_— - - - b £ a T - . - - 2l . - - b and 4
Lovigyvilleopen and notoriocus. Bovs are called to houses of prostitutien
for the purpose of purchasing lunches for the inmates, and

w180 for the purchase of liquors during lawful hours, and

during hours by law proscribed.

-
L

n Lexington, gambling houses and houses of prosti-
tution furnish the maj r part of the night mess nger work,
In fact there is 1little other demsnd for night messonger

service. Doth of the companies c¢lose shop abput midnight.
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THE MESPENGER IN OHIO.

A

It was feund that most of the ca 13 afier nine of-
clock at night in the gities.of Columbus, Clsvel-nd, Toledo

; ¥ b 4
and Cincinnati, came trom houses of progtitutlion, low clags

h ]

urmis, saloons, theatrical boarding houses and question-

Undar 4ihe guidance of a meassengen Imn Claveland, the

o 'y rY - eapen £ - g - | iront a L. . 3 - - . . P P
investigator was conducted threough a di@girict commonly known
—_— y . A" " m=,., . o 4 T wy g A P PR PR L 34 &
ag "Coke Allgy." The messenger guidsxplained that 1t was
- V¥ » 3 vied " a Tiards Wempm @ T Ff il
L C on oL 4@ UM and cocalne 1 ieus "Oom 9 empantis 0L Thc
messengers of the cities of Qhle, it appears that the boys
-y ™ - e . P, o o 4 e 2 ad Py Ty YT T,
al = L %180 C a §Bgre LO 3y 0 L L8 perversglon commd n tnrougn-

THE MESSENGER AWDMIS WAGES

.
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w15 C_-‘m;-wl’}..-a.,j.*. n messengZers recoive 107 Le Ll BE8rvVie=
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ces mag 68" divided inte “hree classes, namely,
ist. Aregular menthly wage
-

percentage of the Tees earned

2

2nd. A guaranteed sum to be eamed,

he first two are usually applied to the night

-

messenger service, while the third ls

ey

Under e first subdivision, messengers earn in the
- . 14da PISRE , 17% ! Yoym sl e 47 v 1 14 he mma 1
larger cities from 321. tc¢ 5. psr month, while In the small

sreities, Lthey usially earn bes4ween (16. snd 16, menthly.



guaraniecd by the compsny e exnrn approximately

Under ‘he third subdivisicn, messengers have buen

,_.
=
-
=
e
iy
C
-
3
=
%
@
,MJ
\_»,
g
: o
=
3
3
e
-
&
¢
-
A
R
or
e

yota
(=3
g
=
=
6]

— e b (o 4 A
i l.mmr‘.« WX tactor

mest cases wherg mesgsmrers work late

§ T o F; 3 - = el P = e
2t night, the tips received Tar excecd\the w shey draw
- b % 2 2% B im e o 4 3 k I v 4 e 4 = 3
from the company. The tips of the night messenger are

rpe and numerous, for hé is not infrecuently eanlled upon

perform an act which is in wiclation of Lthe law, such as

wehasing drinks attor elesing hours, purchasing oplum,

cocal ne and other forpidden narcotlcs; especlally are the

tips large in the.pase cf prostitutes sending messongers
3 3 - Y, - . v w Y - % - - .y
to purchasze phg¥is commonly known as "red pills,"” == a drug,
4 atln m aMmt i at aves 1 2 Y b 4 T i o L
ich when adnministered makes the vietim insensible, Lthus

riving e roman an opportunity iteo rob her customer and

1 - = - = . - N " o3 Y P —
lecamp. In guring b "rad pille, " through
a S e 49 : r i - e 4 - o sl il P - 20 s i - . " o o v ewd
mesienger, Lne invastifator palid a premium L 1€ Bervice.
W NI - T Ty avy I UTE S LR B b MLEL] Fh] [&]
AGE O, - 4 DIFFERENT QITIES.
T s T P : Y T Sy o d- Ty g
[ ras Tound that the mosd ngers in the northern

states were somewhat older than those of the states Turther

siuth. Perhaps Haryland, Virginia and ¥entucky smpoly

dede

the youngest boys. 1in twe separate casss in Baliimore,
laryland, it was found that ssengers started work at the

age of nine yoars.

A4 af Lthe feo chw {»\'.’_,::;'_



In Tew York Ciliy there are & number of wvary young
boys in the night messcew er service, bui ihere are alse some

In albany, Hew York, some mere

.
tnev
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he gredit of assacniuseLis, 12t mucn GClLGEY D o ™ e
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mwloved ‘n % night megsenser service dNan in other states.
- 1 prvey s - 4 " T e
INDUSTRTAL OPPORTUNITI 73 ENGER.
11 i Vein @ a ot i o dnemrvlrs B & e i LA - i’ B
nlike tha | mesaedg e, whose work brings him
% 4 b1 | - 3 mae o Yn : 4 o~ 4
in cor @ ith busin ss meg,) the night meassenger, Tor the

— s o% p—— S ol - B 5
H [ ¥* 5] A1 s5e 4 v & &
¥ sen C.f.yf' VIice 18

t to instruct the messengers

MANAGERS OPTEN FAMILIAR TITH CONDUTIONS.

Thers are some pmanagers of loors

deliberately send ut their boys. In a ecal office in

a

Baltimore, Maryland, it was found to be “‘he custom <
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night manager 4o shout out the name of ‘he house in the
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seopagafed district dssiring & . DESBENEeT, the be
securcying te the place. It is unlikely that when the manager

o o 3 Ti. b 3 ! - 2 = o 31 IR s 28 . o e B
calls out "Bertha's"™, "Kitty's", e"Belmont's," etc., that he

oLy L w3 Vi ms T a ad g T ha a
dueg kniow the character of the sour c¢e of the eall, the

office lying In the centre of Lthe segregated district.

" ! e _ a - . =
The local manager of a messengesr sorvice company

in New York, when ask

to a disorderly house, lled up on the teksphone another

" . -~ 9 3 5 - 3
m nd 1im secured a list of~% ouses of prosti-
é . 2 & 1 o ~d 5
tion 1R the elly.
YT L TYHART ;O . r vy N L T 1w ™
T STRIL TFICES ROT LY MCENTRES OF VICE,
-
iy e [ L S ey 4 3 . 4o . > .
he calls at night)do not require much use of Lhe
telegranh wires Thig\Moeves the aperator and night mancger
b e s A TPRED 3 i Some cases were Tound Ir
Wi 11 Gl S 1 41 A . oOme CASEeS yere LAY 411
- ¢ ¢ . " | g e W e — " L) $ & ot L b d
number ' cities/rhere prostitutes were dnviiea UG el
Pl ol 4 - 4 " : A 7. N PO S, " A o s Sl % $ ‘% - {
Ciil1C® 101 87 urpgose T AAaY 11y intercourse wi h thos in
@harge. Wiaen call at night ars few, the meazengers in
. e - T L i at] 1 N (R TTe e 1 ¥ ' . 2 g - 5 7 1
some Lhaces were found Lo indulg in mes ol craps; cards,

at - 3 € -y - "‘\‘r-uu--
gtories anac joxesgs.

14 iz common, as we have shown above, that prosti-

tutes desirous of satisfying their sexual passion, yeu &

Atgnased in bodv as to nreclude their having intercourse with
. - o

nihers, invite messengers, whe, through ipgnorance and lack
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ef centrel, have interecourse with them, thus beceming infecte

b
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sd ¢+ Twmatbhw ! N Y oy £ A % = . v ” 1 "
yitn leathoseome and infecticus disease Thile thus infected

miinues his loose life and is a scurde of infsctiicn of

y 5. S

iis ereates a clientele for the suack doctor.

M RNETTRTYTY Mo
1 81% Inx /| J.“"’_I ~4 VI

1nuwe Heuses o1 prostitution, hougeg Yl tions, S8aloons,
gambling houses . S oY P o § 1A e
gamo nEg A0uses, and AronugE Ll Sl Lorpladen o S
’HE RE-PONSIBILITY.
Y 19 - & - — AGWMD ¥ @ . » st n 2k A l”“
iild A M S O Iy ) | =\ viue CLOPpSIIles are A CLL -0 D e
» &Y - r . N i r o an |’ . 5 " " . oy 4
or the conditions existing in the night ssenger service.
e Fwo Y ‘ 1 Y | el AT e b 1} w e crrmin Ayl 3 e -
L J1C L Il » Licda AL S LALrNess O suchh an imm ense
- ! 4 : bt 2 .- - - - " = ] 0 e = % -
scale thaty/sig¢\Fec : most impossible Ter the i
( ‘,"" 3 T ot ~ v oY *y . gy = D Ao e 4 va >y s oy pan 4 }
RDLILCL84d LO ACquire personal information concern  ng Jiege
| 4 2 2 * - & s -3 s
lemoadl Bing circumstancesn. ‘maller sgervice companies,
- g S S - "™ '] -~ % xen &y e o G§ e . ~ I - - R . - -
B¢ apparenti policy is %o rake in as much money as from thel:
service, regardless of the nature of n rork the little

messengers perform Tor their patrons, have a greater
pportunity to see the ¥Xind of work she: re called upon to

. 3 Y - A g g ol . 3 o " r=r 4 o 4 b Ya 23 .
in. ‘nat they stand by in silence imputes Lo them a
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ABBRNVIATED OUTLINE OF C. F, ~. BISTORY FuR PSYCHULOGICAL CLIKIC.
/
C. F. 4. has kuown the Foters family since 1918. For the past two jyears
efforts have been mad. by F. &. v. thru summer cump, yeishborinood iouse
and C. F. 4. to give kike livins conditions approaching normal.

nNotring ¥nown of grandparents as David reters, his wife, Delia Peters,
and their son, John, born 5/9/07, came to America in 1909 from Syria.
1t was understood thut therfamily had lived in Siberia for a while
before coming Lo america. =alfred Peters, a son, born 11/20/06, did
not come with Liis parents to this country. David icters is & cook and
hes worked at the v-rious hotels nd restaurants in the city. st Lie

stterson Hotel he was paid 375.00 a month in addition to his bourd.
Ee is not employed in the kitchen at the prown *otel and earningsbout
the came ware. e rarely romains ¢t one place wore thun six months.
krs. raters uled 9/25/19. Cause urimown. The Zfamily had been L .r7sly
dependent upon kre. Feters' earnings as & neddler,

Protlhicre and sisters: .nlfred was mentioned above., John, born z/e/07,
lives with his fatler =t D05 7. Jefferson st. Le ig .attending lLanual
Training Klgh School, cdoing shop work in the Louisvlilile iziluay Co.

shops as & part of the school work. he receives 55,00 a week for the

rio weeks of each month allotted forshis work. (lLary, born 1/13/13 und
A71¢ Ceumwie, born 5/22/14, are In the L. & J.C.)C. Lome, where they were
pluced aiter their wmother's death. cammie'sffget were both deformed but
operations have remedled this defect.

The Yeters' home no. concicts of two rooms on the second floor of 105 .
Jefierson St., @ - rk bullBiing occupied ¢niefly by Eyrian families.

Georsge iaicl, ¥rown cg the "ring of & Dope Feddlars”, lives on the tiird
floor of this house. lis place hine béen raluec several times by

'olice. 'I'his is the house which ‘such rotoriety last July wnen

raporters I'Or newspapers cutehed it snd noted various drug wddiets o
sent in and out. degarding lncome, John and iike avereped from ,4.00

to 16.00 & week =ellinc pupers, .John ‘akes 10,00 a month for hils shop worik,
lr. Yeters is now sarning.npout 575.00 & month in addition to usals.

lie has just recently obtained this position. For several months he

wes rot working. obréahsm ieters,ﬁiﬂ a brotrer of David, has somelimes
shared the home. He is not living there at present. lic concucts &

barber shop at 527 & Third tt.

. r. Teters who is said to :..ave been very cruel to nils wife has
shipped I ike with canes, ropes .nastraps when the boy has dis-
plessed uiw by falling to bring to hLim the expccted amount of
norey cerived [rom cale of papeIrs. vrequently the boy wid not
Leturn rome because he had spent fowe of his uoncy anc reared
whipring or else he has run avay to escape one. SHometimes e
ss remsined away from Lome & week or more abt = time. Lrs. ca.d,
5 o~ yrdan woman livines -t 431 S. 1st °t., has taken the boy into
Ler Tome on several occusions. FHe has also spent some nighte &t
Lo ivhborhood lLiouse. hiile spencing the sunumer of 1923 1n the
nome of iiss feask, & worker at teighborhool House, who lives at
vine frove, Ly., kike took & plaln zola ring and s small wabclie

o
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Name John David Feters, born in Syria, March 9, 1907.
nddress: it. father and step-mother, 105 .est

Jefferson &Htreet

PERSONAL HISTORY John came to chilcren's pureau, vctober 27, 1924,

a ~  sent by his father. He had lost his job, and had
been exzpelled from school. .ieason give - 1. Tather
nad kept him home to do -ork. 2. Trairing for
ameteur boxing match ot hlks Club.

EBDCATIONAL John has supported himself and kept himself in
school. 1Is starting second year of Co-operative

course at Diupont Lanuel. .orks two wecks at the

L. & . thops and sttamds school two weeks, e paild
$5.00 a week.

ir. alter Thomasson, super isor of Co-operative
course, lr. 7Zoll, Lrneger at L. &. Ne Shops and
fr. Bill Garson, foreman.

R
=
s

Jorn has been siven many chisnces snddue condiser-
ation nas been riven hie family, mistory and envirou e t.
Conconszus of opinion is that lLe it loosing interest
in echool and at work and is(becoming to preatly
interested in @rbling, homse=racing and prie-fishting.
iz can co rood ork, but it fluctuates and 1s not steadily
000 «

Tlan L. John to be ~iven Aast chance. Jne Gays'! =dsence
,ill cause iie perizrvent loss of =chool and job.
2, {loss¢ eco-opufatlon of intercsted individuals,
Teacher, tmplover, ¥oreman, #r. hardy, Christ
Churehn Guthedwal, «nc Chilliren's pureau.
5. Fhysicaldexaminstion itk referenc to possinls
arug hablt.
4, Peicholorical crawin: tion, =nd lollowed up.
‘Tovember 1, 1924 - wedical eXa instion - (ity Bospital.

“edical examintionnot, finished. John to return next Caturday.
asserman, legatives,

tncoubtedly hie has speclal &bility in uathematics.
sut Fhe usstion of nis possible success as = qathenatics teaecher wust
ve stucieo efore he is encour wed to be tOO anbltious in this direction.,

Joim wwe ziven the foclul Intelilgence lest 1in order

to welt -one insicnht into unis social reactions. He received a score of on Ly

o, The . ishecst possible score is 160 «nd the gedian score¢ for college
freshmen is 98. <tThe lowest meclan rcore siven is for lover grade

industrial sorkers" and is 65. “1le John's lo. score is purtly caused b7 i if
extreme - 1lo.ness, exawiner telicves thel ne would lave to declde julckly

et Lo do in these soclsl situations. ihe fact b t he is slow sbout them
would hinder him from adjusting in these same situations,
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Larch 27, 1927 o
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“he home consicts of four rooms, a front bed roow, a living
room, anotiher bedroom and a kitchen. apparently the famlly stay
in the second bedroom and &he kitchen which areheated by gas g¢rate.
orker was recoived in this bed room; it wag crowded and rather
untidy in appearance. This wight be attributed to the presence of
a young child who was playing and scattering her playthings about.

trs. iehbers was a ratber attractive woman who 1is somewhat
pale and lethargic in her « tions. the was friendly tovard worker and
showed no hostility toward patient. “shen her husband was present
she c¢id not make any attempt to offer an opinion.

ir. F-ters came in durinc worker's visit. lle also was
very friendly in hie attitude. .e explained the cifficulty us being
caused by noise st howe. 1he front bed room is entlrely wway from
the part occupied by informant; it 1g furnished w«ith a bed and desk;
it ie a larse 1lght room. Lowever, there 1is no .ay at present of
Leating the room. ‘“hieg was Joln's room but he was unsle to study
there because ob the cole., For this rrason 1u Was nicessary for hin
to study in the bedroom whsre 211 the rest of theXfawily were gathered.
Yare was conticerable noisze, &s informant realizes. 2o that the

3
westher i: becomins waruper, John could use the ront room ithout hweot.

t ba@Jm™at having patient away from

r. P, sald it he Iel

or. anceds wanted to mive Lim a
Lo :

&l

home sg he was slways nhig favocite s
} . 5

home. Ue gaid cvery day he has visitedjiMm. Le has told John thut
e can come Lom whenwer i wanis Lo anGwill nave to pay only
£.00 el for his room and Toardg\*e fecls it 1s too extiravazunt

for Jorn to he living wway irom Lome ant Leylng coom =nd howrd Lien
he eomld be living &t home, He DNDEins he is very prouc of John
s 4

s anxious lor him to go ondeLollere if nhe wishes bo.

. Talos Rt © i 23». Sya mmtas. de hed been
orking st the Labor lemple  ut was d4id oil vLen the change of
control went into e¢ff-ct, he then gt & job at the Brown iHotel,
substituting for enother man, shen the wen returned, informuntvas
out of the job. sdnce tlien hie Las been unable to set nything but
hopes to go to worlk fomorrod at the kerchaunt's Ice & Coal To.

“.en the subject of an interview with Dr. Otwrien was brouah
ip, he said lie thoughh perhaps Lr. O'Brien nad been unwise in
adviging John and not consuliing him sbout the plans for petlent.

e felt thst Tr. Oth, Lud wdviced John to leave Liome without really

looking into the condibions ot the home. It «as explained to thse
ratier that Dr. O'B. was under the impression thut lr. . was out

of town, He was easlly vacified apout this and aid that e would

he ~1lad towmlk with Yr. O'B. Ile apprecirted that Lr. 0!, is
interested in John and mem he would éo anytning for hinm. e s4id

he would come Le the Clinic if t.e is not .orking. 1f Le does not

cet to come thien, nie #4111l phone in the near future for an sopointment.

LeFREEL LU

¢. reters was undoubtedly anxious 1O meke & good imires-
sion and it was evident thet much he a5id of John was Lwt he thought
e would .1ish him TOe

Lovemher 30 - Tecouner 5, 1928

qhe following chould he taken up ith Joino

3 = 2 i W—- N . It o) oo L - oy vy
L .uv__~_~.._1:_[?_l:,2f“yu EDA'.v..,T;'Q%?_»"’“"?:;g‘Sd;. oy A 11 S 2
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1. focial ddaptation needs, €.g., calling kiss Crouise
Dorothy."

2., Doin+ flagrant things us a weans of convincing
himself of the school progress neade, pointing
out the nece-sity of humility and great nesd
for further seneral soclual experilences.

3. Hig emotional over compensation thru agiressiveness.

In future plans for him, kiss Ulvin's sugpestion as to
Jhethier he sould take up something special such as accountancy
in view of nis unusual m:them:tic ability if he is not able to
do full collepe work, should ve considered. However, there is
a rarked need of helping nim adjust his personallity more satif-
factorily.

gr 28, 1928

2is over-comrensatory tendency .ds@lsosshown Dy
his being destructively critlcal of people. 'This iz the first
tire Jorn has cone this. He referred t o nay(Baer as not belng
very bright and to another psrson as being-dumb. He s=poke
critically of his teachers' =pproach, so¢lsl manners, etc.,

Wic o leo vas cone into as evidence of fids tctting satiefac-
tion by criticising unfelrly other people, pol ving out th.t
hay paer could not be very dull wnddave ocraduated from

“he University of :ichigan, flurther \pecause hec was not wearing
vis sihilities on his sgleeve as Johnm wed in his msthenatlcal
interests, it @id not wean Lewas not bright.

Jonn appreci- ted this and was apparently affected
spotionally by the interpretabion but by no woune resentful.

John resists rorking saturdays. une excuse e suve
Las thwet he aid rot ret.ouwt of school until 12:00 and
secondly, bthat he mysd Trudy as he nad to =o to Church on Lunocay.
tovwever, ¢ see no reason why he could not work on .atardiay.

I cladine hne ie averaging four swours & day studying
ahich ig reaxlly Boo wmuch if lLe 1s polying himself properly unless
the .ork iz herond his ability. He 1is Tindins rrench expeclally
¢ifficult and wapparently biology.

iLest evening he uanced for, the first time at lelgn-
~orhiood louse and after uancin: about ten mintues his face was
.6t with perspiration. Te collect d the money at the woor untill
svout 10:30 winen most every one wad  rrived and then ne vent in

| Fe ig playing @ askethall «ith Hay Baer znd & me other
Lors and they have won the tirst three games they played. John is
slso oubt lor tne freshman team but is not very nopeful of making

it as Lhere are so many bigser uen than he who are out. .dvised
thot heicsnt was by no means the only necessary regqulsite {for

haovethalls

&
it
<

<
S

‘Fis over-compensation thru destructive -~riticlsiusg
ané of demonstr:ting his own shilities bb psople must be watched closely
as well as his lack of soclal bhackground.
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October 1929 4;2’//,

He Lag nheen 1ith the playground cgroup and doing
satisfactory work. wmr. karvin has commented on his .ork on two
or three occasions. He conducted an evening recrestion program
for acults cduring the spring and in the summer was on one of the
play rounds and did excellent work.

U ring this past year Hike has attempted to get
married, a point which concerned John a sreat ceal and he felt
very happy when the plans did not go thru.

John has improved woncerfully from & personality
cnole. Fe ig less shut-in, tslks with greater case and tsakes
a nore sctive interest in social and school activities.

In sencral his prozress is very satisfactory. ‘
Turing the rest of the year the following should he
considered:-
1. Fncouracing nim to . tudy and get better orades,
o, 1's contribute more to the home 1if tais is possible.
5. That he keep s well balanced attitude toward his
Tatier and brotlier, like.

Lecerber 18, 1929

John cume to the Clinic by sppointument.
hwis intervies brought oub, tlre following - thet John
as seemingly talinz the line of leust resirtance regardless of
+t it neant in terms of sacrifice.to hie personality - that by
rnceepbing this hospitality from br./Leo he wss jeopsrdi-ing his
oun self-respect = that John should not have gone into thet houe
on the invitation of thie son zlone tut should have had a talk
ith the father., Joun ha a woomw on the third flador to himself
and tre two ILeo boys have the nexi room. John gats two ueals &
day at the Leo hone.

It was poinbted out to John that sven il tre nhome cit-
u-otion was Jifficult, it _was still home and he had soms rosponsi-
bility towara it. ‘iii=lis sxpeciully brue since Lis futher has not
been able to find #orks John stateu that his father .anted the roomg
sg he could cet wore money for it snd he left the seneral lmpres-
sion thst John .48 not wanted. inaswmuch &s the ctin e nad been made
tiiis w~as not s~one 1nto further.

John saw the acvisiubilily of discussing the wliole sit-
aetion with Kr. Leo and g=ild he ould do so this evening

[ W]
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. .ds Give the Boy*
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551 )

tha m&i@mnty and educatien of his parents
h‘ia orn sdugational hackground.

2, Did the unemployment of his parente lead him to leave school? /)0
3. Has he been employed? jes

8. State whether he has ever found work through any public or
h;?zmm onplmt ageney. N 0

be ml’l.ar worlk, /)’0 G, iniliog Mnamrs, e ofhee worky
¢, Partetino or odd jobsu, .%W bkttt /ﬂ?&/ &wW&.«,

d. "hat doee he do with his wa.gen 4 - Sy 208 O
€+ That is his attitude toward the job? /}& 222

4, If working, did he seocure the kﬁ:d of work agm\which he had nlanned? /Vo,
5« If unemployed, where snd how does he spond his tima? /¥ Scbop/ Sﬂ/ﬁ% /%7

2. Does he look for work? Vhere and how? kE.S, ;pﬁaﬂég 7;,,/q,, , vf

i Z‘i.,m ¢7‘ -—?
b. Vhat does he do for no:na.&iaﬂ? f,?é.‘; Q‘WW Wtvets Gripenos

€. Has he become mccustomed to loafing? /)

d. Does he spend tihde at home, the settlement, pool room, s=iree

corner, speakesasy, library or school? af,ééme (J,x /Jd};—f

6. If of the older age group, 4id the depression keep him from get=
ting married?

7« If married, how has his marriage been affected by the depression?

8, "at does he think of the world in which he finds himmself?
9. Nave you noticed any change in his attitude toward reecreation,
vork, crime, sex, toward ececiety? ).

i =
10, Is there any eh.hg#iu his health, efficiency, relf=confidence? J/s

1]
"

Vhenover possible gel the boy to write or diciate his own siory or
use his own vords in ¥etelling the story.
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