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PREFACE

Tﬁe first_ﬁhi?g_ﬁbuse GConference, called by Presldent
Theodore Roosevelt in 1979, was concerned with the dependent

chiid,

The second White House Conferencs was called in 1919 by
President Woodrow Wilscn, and was followed by eight important
regional confersnces. Thelyr faw-reaching recommendations for
social and legislative protection ineluded five seotions: an
ecrnomic and sozial basis for child welfare standards; child
1abor; hsalth of children and mothers: children in need of
speeial cars; and the ctanderdization of child welfare laws,

The aims of the third White House Conference on Child
Health and Protsction, called by President Hertert Hoover in
1930, werc to find facts, to define stendards, and to recommend
chauges. The four sestions of the work of geventeen committees
of experts are: medical service; public heelth and administra-
tion; educaticn and treining and the handiocapped.

The results of all three conferences are the continued
molding of public opinion and the social action to better the
1ife of every child in the country. In each case, the presi-
dent who soumded the call hoped to make the people more con-
soicus of the need for a raiioumsl program for children. The
etutes took up TFS challerge and, in Kentucky, Jefferson
County hus providsd this study of conditione which affect
yeuth, toward the el of beotter planning of youth's future.
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FOREWORD

The Recreation Council of the Community Chest has
constantly had three ends in view: +to survey the field
of recreation in Louisville; to coordinate the plans and
activities of all existing recreation and character
building agencies of the city, whether public or private;
and to assist in any effort to fill in the gaps, in a
well rounded plan for an adequate recreational program,

There has been marked good feeling and cooperation
among the agencies, and great advances have been made.

The findings in this report, secured by the wvolun-
teer assistance of meny people and organizatioms, all
point in one direction. There is no doubt in the mind
of any one that opportunities for healthful, creative
and worthy leisure time activities must be supervised
and directed, and there is equally little doubt that
the number of people trained to supervise is woefully
small.

It is to be hoped that the labor and research ex-
pended in this effort to set forth the situation in
Louisville will result in maeking it possible for young
men and women who are anxious for training as recreation
workers to find a place in their own city among the
surroundings where they are to work to so equip themselves.

Adele Brandeis,
Chairman Recreation Council,
Community Chest



YOUTHE OUTSIDE OF HOME AND SCHOOL
Frances Ingram, Chairman

Summary

The Committee on Youth outside of Home and School submits the
following summnry of the reports of its various sub-committees dealing
with influences in the life of youth outside of home and school. Youth
is defined by the White Fouse Conferencc as young pecople under eighteen
years of age.

This study denls for the most part with ths four chief construc-
tive agencies in ths life of youth in the commumity « the churches,
agencies offering programs to girls, agencies with programs for boys,
settlements and other neighborhood agencies. Play and safety programs,
the motion pictures, the theatre, uwmwholesome influences upon youth, the
radieo, reading, camping = all beer vitally upon the lives of young
people,

The strength of the churches in Louisville 1s indicated by the
fact that 39,653 young people under eighteen years of age are receiving
religious instruction in 195 churches of the 211 reporting. The churches
are calling for able adult lesdership to promote strong programs of
wholesome and varied activities for young poople on week days as well as
on Sundays. Such programs would tend to sustain interest and to develop
a sense of responsibility and qunlities of leadershirp,

Meny programs for the girl and for the boy heve been planned
and carried forward successfully by & number of groups - the Y. M,.C. Ay
the Y. W. C. A., the Y, M. H. A., the Y. M. I., the settlements, the

city recreation departments, the Boy Scouts, the Girl Scouts, the luncheon
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clubs, nnd the patriotic societies. These programs reaeh only ~ small
percaentage of the youth of the city; but the small staffs permitted by
cut budgets do reach the maximum number.

The settlements and community houses are common meeting grounds
for nll ages. The activities of the settlements ere &s various as the
neighborhoods in which they are located - unemployment relief; interpre=
tation of the foreign born and reereation nre moin interests in different
localities.

The story of the wandering boy presents a tfagic picture of the
lack of a vital interest in his home or in his home surroundings.

Summer 1ife in Louisville is céntered in the activities of our
eity playgroUnds; Lost summer 200;003 participated. Play and safety
are twin interes%sz Playgrounds have sefety clubs which take care of
the sefety of those children using the playgrounds. Tﬁat child safety
education heas been effective is proved by the fact that child adeldents
nave notably decrensedi

The motion pidtufe has sn aroused public scrutinizing its reelss:
Nationally, the problem has been studied scientifically for the past
Pour years (1929-1933) by psychologists, sociologists, and educators.

The local forces are more or less in a state of orgenization at this
time, but there is interest in the problem, and work is being plenned.

Tn the lrst decade with the decline of commercial drame outside
of the films, there hes nrisen an incressed interest among young people
in ameteur drametics, and pleys given in the schools, by the churches,
on the playgrounds, ot the settlements have become an important part of

the life of youth in the city.
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The tremendous educatienal and entertairment value of ths radio,
as well as the menns to power end propagande are the factors of interest
in the radioc. Our local randio authorities recognize this responsibility,
and beginnings have been mude to cooperate as wisely as expansion seemed
to allow.

Two years r~go (December 3, 1931), the Louisville Free Public
Library orgenized its "Children's Reading, Dramatic, and Story-Telling
Clipie". This clinic has nmede a scientific study of the voluntary read-
ing of the fifth grade children, white end colored, in the public schools
to discover the natural interests and literary appetites of children.

During the past summer cight summer camps furnished outings to
2,213 individusls. Activities were varied, - the most popular being
nature study, camp craft, swimming, first aid, and music. Volunteers
and campers were given every opportunity to develop lerdership. Refreshed
by sunshine, fresh air, and good food, these campers were made healthier
and happier from the summer experience.

Despite the fact that meny agencies are doing constructive
work, we find when we look ebout us meny pit-falls, and we know that
with conditions as they are in our city, it is difficult for youth to
find its way.

The committes on unwholesome influences reported a prevalence
of abominations which mensce youth. The recommendation carries a plea
for action based upon this list of distorted forms of commercial
recreation.

The report of the Committee on Community Environment hes been
given an importent plece in this study. We renlize with Mr. Thrasher

that the gang of a city springs up in the interstices of its various
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sections, and there plots evil in & mo-man's land., The committee wiches
to express its appreciation ~f the work of the Women's Citv Club which has
bent its effort toward a better communibty environment. TFrom its initial
work for better garbage disposal to its present participation in the City
Zoning Plan, and its work for better housing and lighting for megroes,
this club has concerned itself with our need for more residential areas
which are desirable.

The trend of the time in the industrial field is indicated by
the fact that twenty states have endorsed the Federal Amendment. The facts
given in this report concerning child labor in Kentucky are taken from the
records of the Consumers' League of Kentucky end of the Kentucky Child
Labor Association.

The most important organization operstive in Jefferson County,
excluding schools and Sunday Schools, is the 4-H Club of Farm Projects
which has 311 boys and 400 girls between the ages of 10 and 18 years., The
letters stand for Head and Hand, Heart and Health, all of which are em~
ployed in the netural education of youth in a farm family. The big arnmual
event of 4-H Clubs is Achievement Day which comes at the end of harvest
and represents a whole yvear's work., Cups are awarded and certificates
distributed for distinguished service. All of this work comes under the
departments of Agriculture and Home Feconomics of the University of Kentucky.

The reports from sixteen institutions were scanned for recreational
activities for the dependent children in them. While there seemed to be an
attitude of good-will toward the play spirit of children, there is a recog-
nized need for more recreational facilities and more personnel workers

trained to conduct activities to satisfy the play-spirit,



The repert closes with recommendstion of the committee on the
correlation of the arts that the culture of the ages be brought to youth,
that a diseriminating taste be developed through folk-songs end dances,
choral singing of the simple classics, acquaintance with masterpieces of
peinting and sculpture, and rhythms in poetry illustrating the kinship

of the arts.
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THREE MAIN RECOMENDATIONS

The White House Conference Committee on Youth outside

of Home asnd School is making three chief recommendations.
The first relates to adequate training for group leader=-
ship; the second to the estasblishment of a Children's
Theatre; and the third to the elimination of certain
bad conditions in our city. Before the first recommen-
detion can yield results, it is necessary that the
general publie be willing to pay for the services of
young people who have treincd themselves to do a fine
gquality of group work. Resources to employ thesc
leaders, when trained, must be available. There must
be a city-wide comprehension of the need for trained
leadership nnd the willingness on the part of the
community to acoept leadership and to pay for it. Our
comunity must be taken into pertnership.

1. The churches are keenly alive to the seriousness of the problem
confronting thom of keeping their young people in the church, and they
offer programs of varied activities to interest young peopls, = they feel
the need of a better trained leadership in dealing with groups. Girlst
agencies offer programs for girls; boys' angencies push back the horizon
for boys; and neighborhood agencies bring to youth "the inspiration and
resources of the higher life”, The playgrounds deal with youth in a city-
wide scheme; the Safety Council in o plen of education; the various ameteur
dramatic groups in sporadic efforte. The Children's Department of the
Louisville Free Public Library denls with children in an cxtonded field of
usefulness; the various comps, in their summer progrems; the oounty, in
its 4~H work; and the institutions that serve as homes, for dependent and
dolinquent children.

Whereas all these associations znd ageneies point to and emphasize
the need of a trained lvadership, this Vhitc House Conference Committee
on Youth outside thc Home and School recommends to the University of
Loulsville that it include and develop in its curriculum under the Depart-
ment of Socielogy, where such a course has recently had a beginning, a
training course for group workers similar to that given by Northwestern
University in Chicago or by Testern Reserve in Cleveland, and that this
type of training be oxtended to the Louisville Muniecipal College. It is
the judgment of this committee that suoh training should have a gemeral
sociological background; and,

The Committoe further urges the University, as it builds up this
department, to take into consideration the nceds of those struggling in
the field with various types of groups, and sponsor institutes or exten-
sion courses that mey holp thesc léadors in dealing with their problems.
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II. Whereas during the slump in logitimate drema, coincident with the
economic slump in the country, amateurs have given themselves to spontaneous
efforts in play-form in churchcs, schools, city playgrounds, libraries,
settlements, and various dramatic groups:

This Committee urges the University of Louisville to unite with the
Junior League and others interested in capturing and co-ordinating these
elements of dramatic expression in o movement for a theatre for the youth
of Louisville., The Louisville Frce Public Library in its Children's De-~
partment would furnish source matcrisl to the leaders in this department
of the arts.

111, Whereas the Committce on Unwholesome Influences found abominations
in our midst: +the prosence at a lete hour of little boys in pool rooms
roeking with profane and fiJ*hy]ﬂmguogo, the salc of peanuts and pop corn
by little boys st o lote hour in o theatre where a wrestling match was
taking placef the sale of liquor in tho cafe where dancing tekes place;
the sale of salacious literature at drug stores and newsstends; and vice
rampant .in certain scctions of our city: (The child labor cases just men-
tioned were reported to the State Labor Inspector and promptly acted upon.)
this Committee recommends that the Mayor, the Direetor of Public Welfare,
the Director of Safety, the City Health Officer, the Juvenile Court Judge
and other authorities take steps for the control of these problems.
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INTRODUCTION TO REPORTS OF SUB COMMITTEES

We are too close to our economic upheavael to assign meenings to our
observations of its effects upon youth. What we sec is that youth today is
in revolt., The revolt is economic, psychological, and sociological., It is
general., This revolt may be the result of the dlscovery by young people
that our stondards ond our practice are not supposed to be in accord. The
moral realism which results when we try to reach a code of behavior from
below upword is challenging all traditions Youth is just as eanger to find
out what it wants as in tryving to got it. Youth makes brave claims oboutb
society and its own will. %hat yvouth really wents is to find e chart for
its way which will free it from the sidclong anxiety aroused when it upset
tradition.

Community orgonizers, both urban and rural, are trying to master
social resources and cpply & scientific spirit to the solution of social
problems, but the borderlines of social work are far from clear, and our
present chapter in culture history has too wide a range of' problems for
effective concentration.

In the efforts made to grapple with difficulties arising from
philanthropy as o business one major discovery has been mnde: there is
no sntisfactory substitute for a job, "Heod-on come hours and days of
leisure time". Meany publications feature suggestions for tho use of this
new leisure. Hobbies are encouraged, the gates to the field of amnteur
arts are flung open, the boisberous sports of rivelry are now elevated
to socianl phenomena in our thinking and regarded as friend-makeors; hobnobs
are being orgonized cverywherc becnuse of, what Godfrey Lias calls, "the
ascending status of leisure". Gardening, nature study, astronomy, rocks,
birds, flowers, insects, trees; the work bench with saw, hammer, chisel,
ond plene; modeling, carving, spinning, weaving, dycing; amateur dramatics,
music, art, folk dancing, singing, family orchestras, and home-made toys;
camping, hiking, swimming; hockey, skating; arm chair traveling, home
study coursecs, and even fixing up the place are converting leisure into
other forms of wealth thon money. There is a boom in game-playing, and
the once-deprecatingly-called "sclf-improvement business" has become in
the public mind somcthing in the woy of group work to carry forword as a
means of growbh.: The play life of children and the group recreational
life of adolescents have been given a sociclogical rother than a physical
education point of view,

However, onlv verv grndually, and sometimes sullenly, has leisure
become popular among the unemployed. In the breckdown of industry youth
has lived in the dark shadows cast over its home. Indolence felt like
collapse, and there seemed to be no future worth having. It was a wide
and trogic prospect and it involved moral as well as cconomic issues.
Ethicnl convictions relaxed or failed to mabture., But amid all this tur-
moil of change, group spirit hes grown; a common stock of human interests
which never passes its dividend has started to accumulate. Vhen the
stress is over, we may find that we have staked out the ground for a
future social edifice very different from thnt one which collapsed on
our hendse.



CHURCHES

This report covers 211 churches in Louisville. There are 39,653 young
people under eightcen yoers of age receiving religious instruction in 195
of the churches reporting. Difforent churches have differcnt woys of im-
parting religious instruction to young people., This report includes sum-
maries from both white and colored churches; of the white, the following:
Catholie, Jewish, Unitarian, Christirn Scicntist, Unity Truth, Inter-
denominational, and the various Protostont denominations forming the Minis-
terial Association; of the colored; Baptist, the churches of the Ministerial
Allisnce, comprising the other Protestant denominntions and the Presbyterian
Missions.

In answer to the cuestion nut to churches, "hat do you consider tho
chief need for youth undcr 18 todny?", the ministers showed thet they were
alive to the scricusncss of the problem confronting them in dealing with
youth., To quote one "The chicef need of the young person is to find out
whot is wrong with our cconomic order and to evolve woys and means of chang=-
ing it, so that economic security for himself and his fumily many be obtained;
then there is the newd for ndequate roerention so that young pecple who are
unemployed mey know how to use leisure."

All pastors dwelt on the necd for behter spiritusl leadership in
religious eduention. The belief is that young people want to have an appre-
ciation of spiritual wvalues, thnt they wont real Christelike charncters as
exomples and less make=believe Christianity. Youth is hungry for religious
experience.

The building for one inter-denominational church was erected recently
by unemployed men. Healing insbtruction is given before and salvation in-
struction after the service. Plnys, such as "Stoning Stephen", and "Lot's
Wife", are given to illustratc sermons.

The Unitarian church encourages an open forum poliey for its young
people., Such interests as labor, sex standards, marringe snd divorce, and
character cducation share with religion, as problems of the day, to engnge
the minds of that church's young people,

Committee:

Rev. George A. Saffin, Secretory of the Catholic School Board

Mr. Jomos T. Howington, Chairmon of Crotholic Recreation Commission
Mr. Charles Strull, Jewlsh

Rev. Bdgar C. Lucas, Ministerial Associaction

Rev. J. M. Nelson, Er. Sec. = Bourd of Soecinl Service, Diocese of Ky,
Rev. John Lowe Fort, Bxceutive Sce. Loulsville Council of Churchos
Mr. Thomas C. Fisher, Chairman of Big 3Brother Committee

Rev. Richard Seebode, Unitorian

Mrs., Virginia Dixon, O7fice Secrctary, Church TTomen's Federation
Rev. John Little, Presbvberian Colored lissions

Rev. E. J, Harris, Ministeriel Allinnce

Rev. H. W. Jones, Bauptist Ministers cnd Deacons Association
Rev. W, H. Steward, Editor American Baptist Paper
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Catholic Churches

It must be borne in mind that the Catholic School is inseparably
linked with the Church in cering for the Catholic youth., Religion and
Bible history are taught daily in Catholic Schools in Louisville. The
schools are both elementary and secondary, toteling &8 in number, with
an approximate enrollment of 16,000 under 18 years of age.

There are 9 Boy Scout Troops in Catholic parishes; 2 Girl Scout
Troops, end a third troop in process of organization.

The chief Missionary Society for Catholic young vpeople is the
Catholic Students Mission Crusade, sponsoring hoth Home and Foreign
Missions, engaged in varied activities. All Catholic School children
are automatically enrolled; about 10,000 are active members. Study
Clubs and "Round Tables" with definite programs are associated with
many of the Parish Missions Units.

Athleties for boys: There is a Centrel Recreation Commission
for Catholic School boys, which sponsors & Rasket Ball League of 16
teams during the winter season, and holds an annual track end field
meet. There is no orgenized form of athletics for elementary grade
school girls. Catholic High Schools sponsor their own athletic programs,

Dramatics: Grade Schools have entertainments and plays given
several times a year. High Schools heve drematics as part of their
curriculum,

Music is taught in all parochial schools. High School pupils
have Glee Clubs.

Parties for children are frequent, and all schools have pienics,
at lenst ennually.

Fducational motion pictures are shown during the year, and about
six schools possess their own projecting machines.

The interests of the young people are looked after by the Pastor
and the Assistant Priests in the pnrishes, end by the Religious Sisters
and Brothers who teach in the schools. These are on a selary basis.
Nearly all Catholic churches. hnve religious sodality for boys and
religious sodality for girls.

All parishes have extra rooms for social activities.
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Jewish Congregntions

The Jewish Community in Louisville is served by two Reform Religious
congregations, one Conservetive and three Orthodox. The information which
follows was furnished by these congregations, together with the Louisville
Hebrew School, which reeruits its children lergely from the Orthodox part
of the Community. The number of youth enrolled in the Sunday Schools is
as follows: BRB'rith Sholom Congregation, (Reform) 88; Adath Israel Congre-
gation, (Reform) 152; Adath Jeshurun Congregotion, (Conservative) 260;
Anshei Sfard, (Orthodox) 94; and Knesseth Isrnel, (Orthodox) 150; making
a total of 744. Agudath Achim hes no Swndey School. These Sundey Schools
meet once a week, in their respective Synngogues and Temples. In addition,
the Hebrew School (Talmud Torazh) with its enrollment of 200 affords daily
instruction between the hours of 2 nnd 7 P. m. except Saturdays and Sun~
days. When the young people nre confirmed in the Adath Israel congregea-
tion the boys become members of a Junior Congregantion end the girls members
of a Junior Sisterhood. 1In these two organizations these young people
begin to teke part in the social work of the cormunity.

The Talmud Torah, while not nffilinted with any specific Synagogue,
should be included because part of the curriculum is devoted to religious
instruction. This school is supported mainly by contributions from mem=-
bers of the Jewish Community in addition to small fees from pupils, and
is looked upon as a Jewish Communel Institution. The enrollment includes
young people from 6 to 16 years of age. The Louisville Hebrew School
devotes considerable time to religious activities during the Jewish Holi=
dnys when plays, entertcinments, and social featuros of a religious kind
are conducted. There are several private schools where Hebrew and other
instruction is imparted in the old traditional fashion. The Louisville
Hebrew School maintains a branch in the Highlends for younger children,
This branch meets five afternoons a week.

A Rabbi known as the City Rabbi, for the most part, attends to and
supervises needs of the orthodox members of the commimnity.

The Y. M. H. A, is 8 comnunnl institution, which comprises & number
of activities for boys end girls uwnder 18, Although most of these acti-
vities are athletic or recreational, the entertainments held on Jewish
Holidays are religious in charncter. @irl and Boy Scouts, and dramatic
clubs provide parties as well es club functions. The Y. M. H. A, cone
ducts & summer camp on the Upper River Rond which affords splendid recre-
ational facilities for as meny as 200 during the summer season.

The Jewish Welfare Federation, soms of whose departments are de-
voted to activities with youth, serves as voluntary probation officer in
cases that come before the Juvenile Court., During 1933 no such case came
before the Juvenile Court. The Jewish Children's Home provides a home
for children during the temporary incapecity of the mother.



Ministerial Association

Of the 171 questionnaires sent to White Protestant churches be-
longing to the Ministerial Association to ascertein what is being done
by them for youth under 18 years, 94 were answered fully and in o manmer
to indicate a vigorous interest in the challenging problems of youth
today.

The denominations which responded to the questionnaire, were:
Baptist, Christian, Church of Christ, Episcopal, Evangelicel, Evangelical
Synod of North fmerica, United Lutheran Church in America, Missouri Synod
Lutheran, Methodist Episcopal, Mcthodist Episcopal, South, Presbyterian,
U. 8. A., Associate Reformed, Prosbyterian, Reformed Church in the U. S.,
United Brethren, Church of the Nazarene.

This study concerns itself with three divisions of the question.
Whet is the Church doing for youth outside the Home and School? Whet
activities? "ho is responsible for their promotion and continuity?
What recommendations are the outgrowth of these sctivities?

The following activities seem to be distributed rather evenly:
Daily Vacetion Bible School, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Missionary So-
cieties, study clubs, athletics for boys, athletics for girls, dramatics,
choral clubs, sewing clesses, handicraft, discussion groups, pienics,
perties, nurseries, lectures, picture shows, boat rides, camps, big
brothers, Cub Scouts, entertainment. The choice social activities are
parties, picnics, and entertainments., Although we have figures for
fifty-five per cent, the enrollment of 14,926 under 18 years of age
listed wes evidence that the church is busy. The greater part of all
this social life devolves upon the pastor. A few figures illustrate
the situation; 75 pastors, 8 secretaries, 12 members of boards of
trustees, 61 volunteers, 7 full-time paid workers, 4 part-time workers
are resvonsible for the 24,106 individusls enrolled in Sundey Schools,
The pestors recommend that more lay~-leadership in their churches help
them,

The replies to the question, "Whet do you consider the greatest
need of youth under 18 today?" revesl the following convictions on the
part of pastors: The activities of youth must be handled by the churches;
the churches meet the social side of the lives of youth better than the
Physical; greater need for religiocus education than ever before; nur-
series are a successful effort to take care of little people so that
parents may have the privilege of church service; ndded leisure of
modern times puts more responsibility om churches and homes; morel sta-
bility cen come through study of the Bible; Christ's idenls of service
and character building need to be kept constantly befors youth; all
members should be employved in church work; need for spiritual super-
vision by elergy who will in a tolerant manner expound the scriptures
to train the mind of youth, to believe that the spiritusl is the only
foundation of a developing life; nesd for a devotional religion; need
for lectures and discussion of modern problems by Young People's Lengue



to help them apply the issues of religion to the practical problems of
every day life; religion meets social and economic problems; young
people do not require too great a variety of amusements to keep them
interested.

It is evident thnt denominational organizetions are menned too
often by overworkcd pestors. Tenchers of religious education are
honest in seying that a social activity may not be any better becauss
it is carried on in a church. It takes a lot of intelligence and
determination put upon the motive power of religious experience to
make a better guided generation of humrn beings. The pestor is doing
his part; it is for everyone interested in hoving our modern world
become a rescued parndise to tell the parson's tale and give better
choracter training by living better lives. That's the aim and hope
of the churches for all possible nttzinment.

The Louisville Council of Churches is organized to coordinate
the Protestant Christian forces of the city in an effort to bring
about greater effectiveness. The program of the Council includes such
activities as can be carried on by the cooperating group better than
by the individual churches working seperately. Among the varied
activities are the developing of inter-church fellowship, the promoting
of cooperative relationships, the participation in internctional
Christian movements, the promoting of organized religious education,
the aiding in securing better observence of law, especially through
the "big brother" and "big sister™ work with the Juvenile Court, and
cooperation with the press in adequate Church publicity.

Recommendation: That churches provide more workers trained in Reli-
gious Education courses, as taught in Theological Seminaries; that
members of the church who assume lendership be encouraged to enroll
for training.

It is a long labor of cxperience to find out what will satisfy
& humen mind. It has always been the function of religion "to keep
men in mind of the goal of their own wills", and in our competitive
age the comparative eye can find no safer guide than the reflection
and interpretation of our enlightened churches,
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Ministerial Alliance

Colored Churches

The Ministerial Alliance ineludes all the churches of Protestant
denominations (except Baptists): Congregational, colored Methcdist, Epis-
copal, African Methodist Episcopal, Church of Our Merciful Savicwr {Epis=
copal), and Mcthodist Episcopal. The organization of the Aliilence soems
to be rather intricate, because of the divisions of the Methodish churches
(Africon Methodist Episcopal, Zion Methodist Episcopal, Ccliored Mothodist
Episcopal, and Methodist Episcopal), ecch with i%s cwn conference and its
own bishops Only nine congregations rcsponded to the questionneire, so we
can give only a slant on the work being done, as cvidenced by the replies,
However, the deductions are indiecative of the whole.

The total Sunday School enrollment of these nine churches is 1,501,
The number under 18 ycars of age in the Sunday Schools is 816, Two churches
have Daily Vacation Bible Schools; three have Boy Scouts; four have mission
societies; one has athletics for both boys and girls; threo have dramotics;
three have choral clubs; one has sowing classes; one has handieraft; one
has o nursery; two schedule lectures; onc has picture shows; one has campe
ings all have picnies, parties, ond entortainmeuts,

Although we have no figures for the statement, we know that many
colored churches of Louisville have male choruses which sometimes wnite to
give very inspiring concerts. The most representative voices from each
church unite with the singers of the othor 25 or 30 churches until a stu=
pendous volume of good choral music is produced. This, surely, is a develw
opment of onc of our fincst arts.

In thirteen churches of the city, clubs have been organized on the
order of scouting troops, and girls from tho various denominations have
gone to Lincoln Ridge for camping.

Street preaching has a place in the religious life of the city.
Where the converts go later into the church. what would otherwise be only
the emotion of a moment becomes a lasting human valuc,

The Presbyterian Mission is doing outstanding work for colored
people in our community, but their figurcs have boen included in the Come
munity House story,

In all churches which reported, the pastor is in charge of the
activities of youth. One Sunday School Superintendent assists, and there
are voluntecrs in each church. There are two paid part=time workers.
There are five Epworth Leagues and one Young Poople's Service Leagues
Nine churches roported extra rooms for activities,



Baptist Colored Churches

There is in the city a group called the Baptist Ministers and
Deacons® Association which represents fifty-two Baptist churches, big and
little. Of this number only fifteen are self-supporting., That means
that the pastor must earn his living by doing other work to supplement
his income,

Everyone of these Baptist churches, has a Sunday School, and in
the 38 churches reported there are enrolled 6,852, It is estimated that
four-fifths of this number are under 18 years of age.

The Daily Vacation Bible School hes been an experiment. Last
summer four churches conducted them, and the work was regarded as a suc-
cess. Most of the colored churches are anvious to have Boy Scout Troops.
Have tried from time to time, but when the leader moved eway the troop
disbanded., There has been one attempt to have Girl Scouts. All colored
churches have missionary socleties. Athletics is not a part of Sunday
School activities. Dramatics is well regarded if Biblical subjects,
"without modern theatricals", are used, and the right leadership provided.
Almost every church has an annuasl pienic.

The social 1life is mainly bound up in entertaimment and in B, Y. P. U.
In B. Y. P. U., the discussion centers in religious topics. There are
lectures, toos Most of the churches have films and give their own picture
shows, There are very few boat rides. Camping facilities are very meager,
Lincoln Ridge being used by girls of the various churches, and the Boy
Seout camp by boys. The chief means of promoting social life is the enter-
tainment given,

The social life of the young people is looked after by the pastor
end Sunday School superintendent, assisted by Sunday School teachers.
There is a B. Y. P. U, in each church. The Junior membership in this
association ranges in age from eight to sixteen. Then there are the
continuing groups for older B. Y. P. U,%s.

Every church has et least one large room for entertainments, end
some have as many as four rooms.

The pastors think the greatest need of youth today is "better
exemples by older people and more spiritual interest in youth by their
elders,"

The colored churches in Louisville are old in stone and in legend.
One of them is 104 years old. The editor of the American Baptist paper
has been its Sundey School superintendent for fifty years, and the pastor
has held his shepherd's crook for 48 ycars., Such long paternity of a
church probebly eccounts for the tone of reverence and striking leader-
ship of its young people. In the second oldest church in the city, the
pastor plans to have a library in commnection with his Sunday School
which he hopes will lead to study clubs for his B. Y. P. U.
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GIRLS' WORK

The findings of the committee on work with girls, under the head=-
ing of Yputh outside of Home and School, include the contributions from
community centers, public recreation department, Y. W, C. A., Y. M. H. A.,
Settlement Houses, Scouts, Council of Jewish Women, Louisville Goodwill
Industries, Colonial Deames, D. A. R. John Marshall Chapter. Of the
Fifteen questionnaires enswored, seven were from the settlement group
of Louisville: Baptist Goodwill Center, Cabbage Patch Settlement, Louis=
ville Goodwill Industries, Neighborhood House, Plymouth Settlement,

Rose Hudson Community Center and Wesley Community House.

Of the organizations submitting reports, there were many that did
not report enrollment snd attendance, as no records are kept; but from
records kept, the numbers totaled 6,880 girls enrolled during the year
1932-1933, with an attendance of 120,336. The work in most of the
settlements, community centers, public recreation department, Scouts,

Y. W. C. A, end the Girls Work Department of the Y. M. H. A. were under
girl workers who had special training for their work, = many of them
with college degrees. In most instances paid workers, part or full-
time, were in charge of work with girls. Under them there were many
part-time voluntcers. The Council of Jewish tlomen, D. A, R. John Mar-
shall Chapter, the Colonial Dames conducted their work under chairmen

or committees whose work is wholly volunteer. Their work is conducted
in various orgenizations and institutions, The D, A. R. John Marshall
Chepter conducts a Homemeker program at Neighborhood House. The Colonial
Dames sponsor a Betsy Ross Club at one of the Public Schools.

The work with girls varies from the well=organized small c¢lub
upon the natural group ides to the informal large classes and individual
work in hospitals and homes. The list of activities includes: athletics,
gymnasium; dramatics; Scouts, Brownies (s junior Scout organization);
handicraft, art; libraries; study groups, discussion of travel, books,

oetry, vocations, current vvents, personal relations, supper clubs
?social end civic); game rooms (teble games); game groups (folk games);
nature study; camping; homemaking (cooking, sewing, nurses!' training,
dressmaking); wooderaft (Indian wood lore); story hour; dancing (social
and folk daneing); musie (rhythm, band, piano, and choral); Bible
classes, picnics, rallies, and community nights,

In the settlemonts girls are organized upon the natural group
basis, chronological age groups or interest groups, and into nationality
groups, as is done at Neighborhood House. For example, there are the
Walade be Hungie, a Syrien girlst singing elub; Societa de Canto, an
Itelian singing club. Fromthe studics submitted, the majority of girls
served arc listed as Americans, with the exception of several settlements,
which list the following nationalities: Neighborhood House, 25, - the
leading ones being Americen, Jewish, Italian, and Syrian: Wesley Commun—
ity Center, Americans of German and Irish descent, a few Syrians and
Italians: Rose Hudson Community Center, Irish and Germsn. The Presby-
terian Colored Mission offers colored people many opportunities with
their religious, educational, soeial end recreational programs. The



Presbyterian colored Mission is one cf the largest institutions of its
kind in the south. Its work is conducted by a whitc staff. One out-
standing activity has been a sewing class which has been attended by

many hundreds of young cclored girls. Plymouth Settlement also serves

the colored people but of another vicinity. Plymouth settlement has
an entire colored staff,

It is interesting to note that in all the guestionnaires answered,

home visiting and personel interviews are a part of the work with girls.
Practicnlly all the work with girls is non-sectarian, but meny

of the organizations are supported by religious groups, churches and

their organizations through club dues, end by the Community Chest.

The summary of outstanding features of the girls' work program
shows great diversity. The general feeling centers in the hope of
giving to each girl through her contact with the right kind of leader-
ship and activity an interest in a richer and fuller life, Those
settlements and community centers which do religieous work and are
supported by religious groups state that the object of their programs
is character building through Christian training. The Scouts offer a
progrem with the use of the Patrol system and the court of honor,
through which the girls have & share in planning their program and
cerrying it out. The ideas of service and influence, homemaking,
nature study, camping, crafts, dramatics, end songs are perts of the
Scouting program. The Public Recreation department's aim is to offer
recreational opportunities to every individual in the city who cares
to teke advantage of them. The Council of Jewish ™omen, D. A. R.,
John Marshall Chapter, and Colonial Dames cooperate with institutions,
orgenizations, and settlements to help them carry out their program
in work with girls. The Y. M. H. A. questionnaire states that the
outstanding feature of its program is work for seniecr girls, through
cultural and educational courses. The work with children is very
much the seme as that of the usuel program of Community Centers. The
Y. W. C. A, offers mental, physicel, and spiritusl good health through
participation in many different kinds of sports, and through classes
which develop new skills. Sound foundations are laid for the living
of the good life.

Neighborhood House, a social settlement supported by the Com-
munity Chest, summarizes its program as follows: Many of the activities
with girls are built about National group interests of the various
national groups that attend the Settlement, in a hope of creating a
real understanding of the fineness of their foreign culture and the
peed for it in the 1life of their American home; in a hope of bringing
about an understanding of the values of the foreign culture to theip
American life; and in the hope of creating in the minds of American
youth of foreign parentage an appreciation of the inherited culture of
their own people. Programs of national songs, folk dances, and old
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world stories are given for the whole neighborhood in a hope of arous-
ing in owr native Americans an appreciation of their foreign neighbors.

The activities of the girls' program are offered to fill the
greatest needs of the neighborhood. The program is definitely planned
for a year, but is elastic enough to be changed and edapted to £ill
the greatest needs which grow out of the conditions of our neighborhood.
The settlement is always alert to discover and preserve native strains
of culture and talent which might be lost in the struggle to become
self=supporting Americans. Throughout the work with groups, the girls?
leader attempts to bring about a greater understanding of the cultural
aend educational astivities, amid the'friendly cmpanionship of the
settlement.

It is tragic to note that in our present period of greater need
for the things that make life worth living, work with girls must be
curtailed. The reports show that the number of trained and paild staff
workers cannot be increased as the needs demand. Budgets are cut far
below the existence point. However, from the comments gathered from
the reports submitted, a1l organizations working with girls have pushed
their workers to the limit in the hope of reaching as many girls as
possible. The excellent work being done in the city could be carried
still further into neighberhoods that heve not been touched, if more
funds were available.

Committee:

Mrs. TRebecca B. Krupp, Neighborhood House, Chairman
Miss Charlotte Califf, Y. W, C. A.

Mrs. Spalding Ccleman, Gelonial Demes

Miss Mary Kate Coombs, Rose Hudson Community Center
Miss Claudia Edwards, Beaptist Goodwill Center

Mrs. Edith Emerson, Plymouth Settlement

Mrs. Samuel Eskew, Louisville Council of Girl Scouts
Miss Marguerite Parver, Division of Recreation

Miss Constance L. Gillespie, Phyllis Wheatley Y. W, C. A.
Miss Margaretta B. Gordon, Cabbage Patch Settlement
Mrs. Arthur S. EKling, Council of Jewish Women

Miss Edne Kuhl, Presbyterian Colored Missions

Miss Ronetta Mayer, Y. Mi H, A. Girls' Depertment
Miss Elizabeth Russell, Wesley Community House

Miss Lois Skeggs, Louisville Goodwill Industries
Mrs. TUtley B. Young, D. As R., John Marshall Chapter
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BOYS AGENCIES

Boys' needs are mere obvious than girlst, The city is trying
to meet them through Boy Scouts (white and colored), Y. M. €. A.,
Y. M. H. A., Y. M. I. (Macking Council), Vernon Club (has a community
board, and petrons are lergely Swiss), and settlements. All of these
agencies have formal programs of boys' activities.

Men's luncheon clubs have developed a socisl outlook by support-
ing and initiating meny movements in behalf of boys. There is now-a
focus of interest in a survey of boys! work programs in Louisville +o
synchronize efforts and evoid dupliceticn, & Boys!' Work Council will
doubtless be the outgrowth.

Responses from the Luncheon Clubs to inquiries for this study
state:

American Business Club: The American Business Club sponsors the Boy
scout Troop at Neighborhood House.

Kiwgriis Club: The Kiwanis Club nppropriated $50.00 1nst year to be
used in sending boys to the Y. M. C. 4, for desirable recrention.
The young people sent were from one greded schoonl, one Junior
High School, and from an Orphan's Home,

Lions Club: The Lions Club gave lunches to children in one schoolj
sponsored the Cubs Club, = civic society of 40 boys in the same
school; inougurated trips to historie places, the first of which
was made to Harrodsburg via Frankfort by 56 boys from this same
school, = the guide on this trip making stopovers to see beauti-
ful old Kentucky homes; centinued its scholarship to a erippled
boy in'a mountain school; and this yeer built and equipped a
dressing room in the Children's Free Hospitnl,

Optimist Club: The Rig Brother Cormmitteec of the Optimist Club contri-
buted ¢500.00 for scholarships to keep boys in school,

Rotary Club: The Public Speaking Contests initiated by Rotary last
year (1932-1933) for Junior High School boys will be continued;
lectures on Sex Hygiene nre given by physicions; it continues
the work the Club has done for many years with crippled children,
Now thet Kentueky has a Crippled Children's Commission, Rotary
no longer does health work, but Rotarians collect dues for the
Kentucky Crippled Children's Society and help provide toys for
the Crippled Children's Hospital, Rotnry ccoperates with the
Y. Mo Co A, as a pert of its boys! work programe

The Junior Board of Trade hns united with the Recreation Division
of the Public Welfare Depertment in meking a study of delinguency in
the city.

The Y. M. H. A. has for its members intramural athletics and team
competition, conducts = handball tournament, and has an inter-club Round
Robin basket ball schedule.
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The services of the Y. M. C. A., both physical and social, fill
a vital need in the 1ife of our youth in the city. Camping, hiking,
swimming, scouting, - of course! Hobby, handicraft, game room, read-
ing room, lobby, tco! And, always, that useful aid, counseling! It
hns served 2,532 boys under 18 this past year.

The Settlement has denlt with boys of the congested districts
for many years and has long reanlized the needs of trained leadership.
The Settlement needs workers who have knowledge of group psychology
and the matural interests of boys, and cre able to capture their
imagination through o varied program rich in content. During these
times of short-stoff, we have found the truth of Miss Addems's state-
ment, "The great tenchers in boys' work are the boys themselves",

It has been scid that tpeople go to pleces because of home
conditions'. These home conditions, however, are part and parcel of
our economic ills, and youth has the brunt to beer without knowing
what it is all about. The democratic process faces n new Armageddon
where its ideals must fight the mosked figures of anti-social combat.
Our one hope ahead is that the boys who attended the forty-two differ-
ent settlement anctivities totaling 69,746 times last year and came in
personal contact with settlement workers will absorb the mecning of
plens used with them, weave the idess into their own teaching plans
and use them on smaller boys.

The Scout report shows 66 white troops with 1,277 scouts, and
30 colored troops with £58 enrolled. The piecmneer allure of scout life
is so appealing to boys that merit goes before meat in their eager eyes.

The Stodghill Award Plan of the Courier-Journal has ‘evolved for
carriers a system of co-operation with the schools which places a pre=~
mium upon school achievement'. Both scholastic and citizenship endea-
vors are rewarded. This newspaper has a Boys! Bend which through its
training moakes a contribution to the worthy use of leisure time.

Committee:

Mr. Burton Blackwell, Chairman

Mr. Horold F. Brighem, Chrirman of Louisville Boys Work Couneil
Mr. V. Herndon Butler, Optimist Club ;

Mr. G. Leonard Fels, General Secretery, Y. M. C. A,

Rev. Lucan Green, Vernon Club

My, M. F. Grossman, Y. M. H, A

Mr. Carle W, Handel, Boy Scouts

Mr. Paul Jeffries, Neighborhood House

Mr., Karl G. Johanboeke, Junior Board of Trade

Mr, Glen Kendall, Kiwanis Club

Mr, Williem Kuebler, Y. M. C. A,

Mr. Charles Leppert, Lions Club

Mr. Huett MecIntosh, Louisville Federation of Sfettlements
Rev. Alex Reitzel, Y. M. I. Mackin Council

Mr. William Stodghill, Courier Journal and Times

Mr. Ernest F. Swindler, Rotary Club

Mr. Roscoe M. Wheat; Boy Scouts, (colored)

Mr. Thomas J, Wood, American Business Club
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The object of all settlement wWorx IS TU UEVEIOpP 1N yOWIZ PeOpIe
s sense of personal respect, to inculeate high ideals, and to teach
them the sccial ndjustments that will render them assets to societys
But when devastating economic erises occur, new and difficult problems
have to be met. The questioms of food, shelter, and clothing present
vastly increased needs that must be met with greatly reduced budgets,

In order to study the current social problems in different
neighborhoods, to ascertain what is being done in the settlements, and
to moke these facts common knowledge, and a force for intelligent co-
ordinated action in the fubure, a questionnaire was submitted to all
settlements, community houses, and day nurseries in the city, with
the following result. In some instences the figures asked for were
not given, but the statisties are compiled from those submitted.

In Louisville, Kentucky, with a population of 307,745 there are

' ten institutions, seven white end three colored, working for the wel-
fare of youth outside the home and school. One is Methodist, one
Baptist, two Presbyterien, ore Christisn, one Congregational, and the
rest interdenominational or undenominational. Five of these agencies
are supported by the Community Chest, two entirely by their churches,
and the rest by church subseriptions, and small endowments; all are
governed by Boards of Directors who ere appointed by election, or are
self perpetuating.



The combined staff of these ten institutions consists of eleven
residents, thirty-twn additional full-time workers, twelve special
workers, and the amazing number of 422 volunteers, many of whom are
among the most efficient and representative of our citizens. Fifteen
buildings ond seven playgrounds constitute the physical set-up of these
orgenizations, In four of them small house fees are collected, During
these hard times, the settlements are not collecting the customary
house fees as in former years.

All of the settlements affilinte with other agencies in the city,
the Public Health Nursing Association, the Public Library, Girl Scouts,
Boy Scouts, Girl Reserves, Daily Vacation Bible School, City Recreation
Department, summer cemps, and the Boerd of Educsation.

The settlements have their own federation in which they meet
for inspiration and for discussion of problems.

While Louisville has a comparatively small foreign population,
it is surprising to find the large number of naetionalities served in
the community houses. Through their doors pass Dutech, Scotch, Belgian,
Bohemisn, Serb, Austrian, Russian, Swiss, Greek, Polish, Scandinavian,
Irish, Syrian, Italian, German, and Jewish people from various countries,

The programs in the settlements reporting follow practicelly
the same general divisions. There are in all 29 girls'! clubs, 40 boys!
clubs, 33 adult groups. Drama is stressed in all but two of the insti=
tutions as constituting e cooperating metivity in meny of the house
groups. Community night plays, Christmas pageants, patriotic films,
historical tableaux, acting ballads, folk dancing, all play an impor-
tant part in the hours of recrention. Music is found to be one of the
most populer features in several of the settlements. Choral classes,
lessons in violin, piann and voice, community singing, glee clubs, and
social music, all are reported.

Art - comparatively little is being done except in handicraft
work, needle work, snd basketry.

Athleties - of course, is one of the major interests. Gymnasium
classes, football, volley ball, basket ball, hikes, games of all kinds
provide constant enjoyment for girls a&s well as for boys. Among the
other sctivities, are groups in home-making, plain sewing and cooking,
shoe mending, gardening, canning; classes in citizenship; in carpentry.
Rooms are open every afternoon snd night in the larger settlements for
gemes, for reading, for listening to .phonograph or radio, or for group
singing.

Health work is of paremount importance in all settlements, seven
sponsoring baby clinics and one an adult clinie. In the downtown in-
stitutions the patients are sent to the City Hospital Clinic, and many
of the baby clinics are conducted by the Public Health Nursing Associa-
tion. Valuable work is done by settlement werkers in visiting the
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sick in home and hospitals, in directing people tc the proper place

to receive medical and surgical aid, in assisting yrung mothers, and
in teaching personal hygiene to the children. Several Red Cross
classes are reported in which trained nurses give lessons in first
aid, in nursing, and in preparing food for the sick. Where there is a
gymnasium, the boys undergo a thorough physical examination before
taking part in the gnmes, the physician thus often finding conditions
that when attended to in the beginning cen prevent serious trouble
later.

In addition to the program, all the settlements report constant
personnl service, such ns family adjustments, evictions, reuniting
members of foredgn families, assisting boys and girls whe are delin-
gquent, placing motherless children, ond all the hundred and one emer=-
gencies that present themselves daily.

Each settlement has, of necessity, a different type of work.
The oldest one in the city serves as interpreter, instructor, and
inspiration to the foreign-born, and helps them adjust themselves to
the ideals of their new country. Another, in the heart of the factory
district, runs an unemployment relief bureau, furnishing emergency
jobs of one, two, or three days for men who are laid off with no means
of caring for their families. This Settlement also runs a large com-
missary where grocers, dairymen, end bakers send focd to be disposed
of at minimum cost to those families who are in the direst need.
three missions, included in this group, have for their aim all forms
of philanthropy for persons of the African race, One gives as its
chief object providing a wholesome place of recreation and culture
for boys and girls whe would otherwise be on the street.

The report on the social trends of the neighborhood showed
thot lack of responsibility because of inability to get worl, constant
moving because of inobility to pay rent, disintegration of homes
causing juvenile delinquency all tend to create unrest and resentment
against existing conditions. Some of the neighborhoods have changed
from white to black; others, once vice-infested, have been cleaned up.
Others complain of wretched housing conditions and immoral environment.
One settlement which is situated.in a well=-to-do part of the city
reports that the children coming from neighboring poor streets are
provided by the clean streets, well-kept houses and lewns with an
object lesson that often excites emulation,

The concensus of npinion is that the greatest needs for the
youth of the city are decent places in which to live, proper food to
live on, education, moral training, and wholesome employment for
their leisure hours. The greatest needs for adults are considered
to be better housing conditions, the chance to ecrn a living wage,
recreation, and higher moral standards,



In our catastrophe of unemployment, the home-nature and neighbor-
liness of the settlement have great value. This value is invisible,
perhaps, rather than demonstrable, yet it can be seen in its effect
upon boys, especially. The group program is adapted to the settlement,
80 boys must share the settlement with the members of their own families,
and with the members of all the families of the neighborhood. The
snomalies of boys' gangs do not have much chance to flourish in a neigh-
borhood where a settlement is interested, above all things, in social
justice as an inspiration for youth.

So much for what the settlements in Louisville are doing for
their citizens. Now what are its citizens doing for the settlements?
To begin with, they are supporting them, but there are many more ways
in which they could help and encourage them. If the public could only
be educated to look upon these settlements as clearing houses where
those who have more than they need and those who have less than they .
need may meet for their mutual benefit! Those who have advantages of
education, and culture should consider it a privilege to share these
gifts with others less fortunete. If personal service cannot be given,
it is always possible to share a surplus, whether it is bread for the
starving, milk for the babies, fruit and flowers for the sick, coal
for the freezing, or clothes for the neked. The workers in the settle-
ments ask that people with beautiful gardens open them once a year in
the spring so that childrem who have never seen a garden may have the
opportunity. They ask that concert tickets which are not being used
be sent to the community houses for distribution among music lovers who
never have an opportunity of hearing good music. They ask for the use
of automobiles to facilitate the social service work, and to transport
children to such places as parks, museums and historic spots. They ask,
above all, that people visgit the settlements and see for themselves
what is being done and the vast amount that still may be accomplished
with greater interest and more substential cooperation.

Committee:
Mrs. Cale Young Rice, Cabbage Patch Settlement, Chairman

Migs Nancy Rubel, Union Gospel Mission
Miss Elizabeth Wilson, Neighborhood House
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WANDERING YOUTH

The desire for adventure and to.see the country has always lured
boys eway from home, but, in the last three yeers, the case with which
they could cover great distances on freight trains and get food from
sympathetic housewives or rostaurant men has caoused many & boy who in
former years would have returned home in twenty-four hours, to become
a regular "Knight of the Road"., (In reality, an experienced bummer and
beggar. )

The youngsters who have 1ived near freight yards or who, for lack
of something better to do, have loafed about wharves and the jungles of
a big city and listened to the talk of the men have wanted to become sea=
men, like the brawny fellow with meny tattoos, or have plamned to go to
New Orleans or to California with the boy who has told them how easy it
wes to get by. In many cases, older men have encouraged boys to travel
with them, sometimes claiming them as relstives, in order that they might
use the boy for begging food or creating sympathy in getting money.

One 13 year old from a poor home near the railroad yards wes
thrilled with the interest which a man, who 1lived for several deys in a
box car, had shown in him. He slipped food to the man, and, later when
the man suggested that if he could get him some money he would teke him
off and get him a job, the boy stole the money which his mother was sav=
ing for the house rent. He delivered it to the man end the two left on
the next freight. The boy went to sleep. When he woke in the box car
the men had departed.

Last summer the Chicego Bxposition was the Mecca for all the wen-
derers. Every boy headed that way, encouraged by some other boy to try it.

Many a trip is mede to break the monotony of nothing-to-do-but-
loaf-on-the-corner, One 17 year old said, "What would you do if you never
hed enything to do but hang on the cornmer? I couldn't go to the picture
show and T couldn't take my girl ou ", A 13 and 15 year old explained
"We had never been out of our home town in all otr lives". Think what
e camping trip or hikes would have meant to theml

Some older people have gotten the erronsous impression that such
youthful woanderings are really oducational. These people have never been
close enough to the wanderer in his daily contacts to realize the type of
education they are advocating. Tt is the reekless boy, not the older man,
who pushes and shoves and jumps and takes chances on the moving freight;
then goes through the rest of his 1ife minus a leg or a hand,

In prectically no instance were the boys scouts or members of any
group or club in which they could have had an active and vital interest.
Many have come from broken homes. Many of these were boys who had either
finished the seventh or eighth grade or stopped school at fourteen or fif-
teen and were idle, and found time henging heavy on their hands.

The wandering youth is proof of the need of leisure-time activities.

Committee: Miss Annabel Kahn, Travelers Aid Society
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PLAY

The effort of tho city to provide recreation in its program of
publie welfare is clearly set forth in the Sixth Annual Report of the
Recreation Divisinn. This report can be secured at the Department of
Public Welfare. Any reader of this report wonuld be convinced of the
great social value of the activities described and would quickly see
that, as far as funds allowed, the city of Louisville hes provided
adequately.

The teble of centents lists all the familier and introduces us
to many new forms of pastime program-moking. The newspapers every day
inform us of municipal athletics, track, hiking club, band concerts,
swimming pools, one-act pley contests, radio progroms, and bicycle
derby, and the Mayor's Achievement Day, ™e all know that Louisville won
the national public perks tennis championship, but few psople realize
that: there is a service burecu which provides programs to anyone on
request; that seven street showers are serviced by the Fire Department
for summer solace; that twelve streets are closed for spring and fall
street play; that our mericnette club presented a play at the Chicago
World's Fair; that children's groups have a little theatre in Central
Park in which to give their plays; that a costume chest is mainteining
international relations with all people; that a pet show is an cnnual
diversion; that children have a bubble-blowing contest; that there is
a sand contest; that the bicycle derby is the newest city-wide stunt;
that the doll show is fondly watched by thousands; thnt the handieraft
exhibit had over two thoussnd objects made on playgroumnds; that story
spinning is teaching history and kecping elive our Kentucky pioneer
background; that the music jamboree and the singing bee are as popular
as the municipal caroling; that reck gardening contests were conducted
last summer; that playground playmnakers are busy with pageantry, donc-
ing, ond acting all the ycar long; that there are not only gym, but
dancing classes conducted without charge every night of each week in
eight junior high schools cof the city.

In the fifteen community indocr centers of the city, the attene
dance of the past year (1932-1933) was 290,923, Of this number 209,093
were participants and 81,830 were spectators. The Division of Recrea=-
tion owns no property. Four vesr-round community centers in buildings
maintained by the Board of Park Commissioners have a full-time program
operated by the Recreation Division. The fchool Board has turned over
to the Recreation Division the asbandoned Oekdale School where a full-
time progrom is in operation. The remainder of the winter work is
carried on at night and on Saturday mornings in publiec school buildings,
the Recreation Division paying the Board of Education for light, heat,
and janitor service. On the 23 playgrounds, attendance ran to 523,296,
Budgets have been cut; but leisure has increased. This situntion calls
for attention.

Recommendation: It is to be hoped that the city will be able to follow
out the recommendetion of the recreation department that there be an in-
crease of playground space properly beautified and with added facilities.

Committee: Miss Dorothea Nelson, Public Welfare Department, Division of
Recreation.,

19



SAFETY

In order to outline safety activities in their relsation to
children outside the school it mny be well'ﬁo state what is done in
schools. The school set-up is quiteée definite in thot graded safety
outlines scccompanied by posters are furnished monthly to all of the
schonls in Louisville and Jeffersen County. These eare augmented by
Junior Safety Councils and school boy notrols, the letter having a
very positive relatirn to safe-gusrding children going to and from
school outside cof school hours.

Qutside of schonl hours the Loulsville Safety Council has three
media for reaching children. They are: +the radio, P, T, A, organi~
zations, and safety clubs on playgrowmds. .In addition, there is a
safety merit bedge for Boy Scouts, end a’'safoty driver's badge for
Girl Scouts, and several Learn-to-Swim cempeigns are conducted each
year.

Over the rodio from time to time, special safety talks are
given for children. The safety clubs on playgreunds, particularly,
take care of the safety of those children using the playgrounds.
Through P. T. A. orgenizaticns, home hazards are emphasized, In
order thet Boy Scouts may receive the safety merit badge, a safety
inspection of their homes must have been made and corrections made
of existing hazards. Girl Scouts pass the driving exaemination before
they may receive their badge.

The Annual Clean-up and Paint-up campaign has as its aim the
inculcation of a desire for betterment of home physical conditions
and the crestion of civiec pride.

That child safety education hos been effective is proved by
the fact that national child sccidents hove decreased, whereas adult

accidents have had a decided increase.

Committee:
Mr., F. W. Rodenheber, Louisville Safety Council, Chairman

Mr. Edwin D. Wood, Safety Council Board
Mr. R. H. Wyatt, Safety Council Board
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MOTION PICTURES

There is very little of a definite nature that cen be reported
at this time on the rovie problem in Louisville. There is a guickening
interest being shown in many dirceticns but the work is mostly planned
for later in the year. The forces are more or less in a state of organ-
ization at this time.

The motion piecture industry - in one brief generation has become
the sixth lorgest industry in the United States. Weekly attendance has
been estimated at fr-m 77,000,000 to 115,000,000 - 28,000,000 of whom
are minors - 11,000,000 of them wnder thirteen years of age. Although
the motion picture is primarily an sgency for smusement, it is no less
importent as an influence in shaping attitudes and social values. It
has become e sort of super~impcsed system of cducation for the young,

a system of education with which established social institutions such
as the school and the church cannot compete in attraction cor appeal.
There has been little if any supervision or censorship of the movies.
Box office receipts have been the determining factors in.whether a film
was "good" or "bad". Like Topsy, the industry has "jes grow'd" with
little regard for the effects upon menkind,

Today, we £re faced with a movie-mnd age of young people. Few
if any of the present generation can escape the influence cf the
cinema. It is well for us to stop and face sguarely and frankly this
problem in connection with the leisure time of our young people.

Pictures in general supply entertainment and knowledge to
vast audiences. Is this entertainment the kind that is helpful or
harmful for my child? Some very excellent pictures have been and are
still being made. Are they in the wa jority or in the minority?

Several yesrs ago the Pesrent-Teacher Associations of the Fifth
District became very much sgiteted over the influence of the movies.,
A very definite effort was maefe t~ cope with the problem. Three goals
were set:

1. Parents were urged t- allow their children to attend
the movies only on Friday or Saturcay nights - never
on a regular school night.,

2. Parents were urged to allow their children to see
only films recommendel for children.

3. -An effort was made o have movie houses show films
suitable for children at specified times.

The first was %o a large degree successful. This was due to

a great extent to the cocperation recelved from the principals and
teachers.
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The second was nnt so successful. The good films did not always
coincide with the date ~f 'Mother's Bridge Club'. Parents 3id not take
the trouble to find out before hand what the pictures were like that
their children wanted to sce. There was a great Aifference in opinion
as to which films wsre suiterble for children,

The third was a total failure. Nost thestres we found were on
definite circuits and® hsd +to teks what was sent them at the time it was
sent. But very little leeway was loft to the maneger in the matter.,
The individuel theatre was simply o cog in a vast machine.

The experiment was made of hoaving special shows for children on
Saturday mornings. This was successful for a time but eventually died
a painless death from lack of patronage.

At present the interest in the problem of the movies is being
revived in Louisville. The Churchwomen's Federation hes esteblished
a Movie Bureau where one may call and ascertoin whether or not the films
being shown in the local thentres are recommended for children. The
Parent Teacher Associations are making definite efforts to estnblish
study groups and reading circles, - "Our Movie Mnde Children" by Henry
James Forman being used as a text. The Louisville Women's City Club
is planning a very comprehensive series of meetings devoted to the
various phases of the problem. The Fifth District Federation of Women's
Clubs hes orgonized a Motion Picture Council. The first meeting of this
council was held December 6, 1933,

Trhe movies are here and are here to stay. I doubt if there is
eny one thing unless it be the art of printing, that is as great a boon
to mankind. Like mnst greoat forces though, they must be controlled and
directed into the right chammels if mankind is to receive the real
benefits from them.

Committee:
Mrs. Walter S. Mocore, Women's City Club, Chairman
Mrs. Emmet F. Horine,. Churchwomen's Federation

Mrs. Charles W, Jefferson, Parent Teacher Association
Mrs. Lawrence Speclkmen, Crescent Hill Woman's Club
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In strong contrast to thuse many places potentinlly destrue-
tive to the future of our nntion, a few places were observed where
youth participated in constructive anctivities amid wholesome surround-
ings. It was in the bowling salleys where industrial teams were com-
peting in friendly rivalry that we found a situation possessing the
desired clements of ~ recrestlon vrogram. The managers of such
ploces are to be commended for their ef”orts to supply the public
with good commercianl reereation programs.

The committee suggests that the Meyor of the city, the Juvenile
Court Judge, the Post Mnster Generanl of the United States of America,
and other officinls of city, state, and fedeoral departments toke the
necessary steps to curb the unwholesome influences acting upon the
youth in our city, leaving it scarred with the taint of crime, disease
and Godlessness,

It is suggested that the poople of the city interested in
civic wolfare give their wholehearted cooperation to a construective
educational system that will raise the children of the city out of
this germ-infested life - a 1life that is slowly spreading to different
sections of the city.

Committee:

Mr. Anthony A. Angley, Chairmaon
Mr. Roymond Baer

Mr, Henry T. Dsubort

Mr. Patrick Kirwan

Mr. Alex G. Booth, Attorney
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RADIO

The swiftest tnol of communicrtion, the radio, is as much o
possession of everybody cs is the bath tub in all rental property, -
so fast do household conveniences become required adjuncts of civili-
zotion., BEvery moment we are being influenced by words spoken into a
microphone, There are fifteen million receiving sets in America.
This power to influence the culture of a pedple is under the control
of only a few hundred broadcasters.

The. stations in Louisville seem to take their responsibility
seriously, and certeinly are willing to cooperste in behalf of youth.
Since 1930, the director of research of the city schools has been
provided with time for .Seturday morning school programs (musie,
operetta, geography, trees, and birds being studied in their classes ),
The playgrounds were given time, and special programs by young people
in churches have been broadcast,

One station comducts a story hour on Thursday afternocons, and
o Boy Scout program on Srturday afternoons. During the summer, on
Mondey ond Friday, playground cctivities, and on Wednesday programs
and news of the recrestion systom as a whole have been broadcast.

Another station runs, in nddition to the weckly school broad=-
cast, a musical appreciction hour, and a children's dramo period,
Both our city and state universities are provided with time to broade
cast their educational programs.

Behind all this loenl ccopcration there is a code: Got the
esteem of listeners, how to the line of good taste. A program must
be decent and intelligent as well as interesting.

Committee:
Mr, Credo Harris,; WHAS

Mr. Merle Tucker, WLAP
Dr. Edward C. Blom, Director of Resecarch, Louisville Publie Schools

27



YOUTH'S READING

Children's Reading, Drematic and Story-Telling Clinic

Two years ago (December 3, 1931) the Louisville Free Public
Library organized its "Children's Reading, Dramatic and Story-Telling
Clinie". There are eight committees assisting the children's librarian
(institutions, home library, scientific survey of children's reading in
schools, dramatic, Sunday school libraries, magazines and newspapers,
motion pictures and the youth of to-day, book shop committees).

This clinic has made a scientific study of the voluntary reading
of the fifth grade children white and colored, in the publie schools to
discover the natural interest and literary appetites of children.

The fifth grade was selected for the study because (to quote the
children's Librarian) "at e higher level one would encounter & more or
less selected group because the slower pupils begin to eliminate them-
selves from school at the sixth grade level, and at the lower levels oms
would find reading abilities too limited for adequate study™. The clinic
has well=conceived purposes: to discover the diversified reading: inter-
ests of children; tn find out whether or not examples of bad toste were
the result of poverty or choice; to find out whether the good books
(books good in cultural and character training velues) were being distri-
buted with as great zenl as those of more exeiting plot.

For a long time we have been aware that children read adult
magazines instead of children's magazines, thereby getting felse balance.
They read adult megazines because they are too few, if any children's
megazines in their homes. By 16 ycars of age, the daily newspapers
provide the current reading matter. "e know, tco that current magezines,
indiseriminately distributed, and many columns ~f the daily press are
filled with salacinus writing either expressed ~r clearly implied, -
and books ere recormended as thrillers because they are unwholesomely
frank.

The Home Committee of the clinie is endesvaring to enlist the
interest of intelligent mothers on behalf of home supervision of child-
ren's reading and to bring to their attention the expert guidance which
is svailable in the Children's Department of our library.

Valuable lists of children's plays have been prepared by the
Dramatic Committee. These may be procured at the library. The library
needs more books of plays which would be source material from which
players could draw, and the library would welcome such gifts., The clinic
has built a room for assembling costumes, and is asking for gifts, which
may be rented to schnols or other groups giving plays. A chief function
of a library is t» supply materials for leaders in children's work in the
citys
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It does seem &8 if the pendulum had swung so far into the orbit
of nudity and triviality thet it must swing back socn to a taste for
reading as a "next-to-interesting people" association. Our librery,
sbove all organizations, has the rescurces for saving the day, and every
goed citizen should suprert .its work in behalf of children,

Recommendation: The White Fouse Committee on Youth outside of Home and
Schoal urges that familisrity with the rescurces of the Children's De-

partment of the library be sought by all who believe that the library is
our most valuable nid in determining a better trend of events and ideas.

Committee:

Miss Bernice W. Bell, Louisville Free Public Library, Chairman

Mrs. J, McKee Adams Mrs. Rebecca Krupp
Miss Katherine Amborsius Mrs. Herbert Lancaster
Mrs. E. B, Fowler Miss Esther E. Mason
Mrs. A. B. Harris Mrs. Js Q. A. McDowell
Mrs. Carletcon W, Hart Miss Gertrude Moderow
Mrs. W. R. Hendricks Mrs. Joe T. Rivers

Miss Bonnie C. Howard Miss Alme St. Clair
Mrs. Charles W, Jefferson Mrs. Roscoe D. Williams
Miss Florinne Kammerer Miss Elizabeth Wilson
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CAMPING

The eight summer_ camps drawing youth under eighteen from Jeffer-
son County comprise 702§ acres, hnve a capacity of 686, and can be
reached by interurben trelley ond by automobile. During the swmer of
1933, the number of 2,313 individuals attended camp. Of these 1,204
stayed one period (7 days constitutes one pericd); 126 spent week-ends
only. The total number of deys' ecrre given (ircluding staff) was
19,092, Approximete cost per day por iudividusl was 75 cents. The
camps were financed by private subscription, by the Courier=Journal
Fresh Air Fund in & project caring for 150 children in two camps, but
mainly by the Community Chest. Tn certain camps, some guests paid for
their maintenance, while nthers esrned theirs by doing K. P. duty.

Before cemp opens, an inspector from the State Board of Health
visits the cemp; medicel examinstion by city or family physicien is
required three to five dnys befeore camp opens. The camps have contin=-
uous medical supervision by local doctors and by the nurses in the camps.
A qualified Red Cross Life-savor is in charge of swimming. Senior and
Junior Life Guards assist. Water for drinking and for swimming is
tested weekly. Milk is pasteurized and of grade A quality. With one
exception, there was not any serious illness; with one excoption there
was no serious accident. ™With one exception, the camps had telephone
service. The distence to the nearest doctor varied from a doctor in
the camp to cne eight miles away; the nearcst hospital was from one=-
half mile to fifteen miles away. Transportation by automobile was at
2ll times aveilable. Meals were plonned by a trained Home Economics
worker, with a spccial diet 2llowed for the under-nourished camper.

The programs in our camps varied a little this summer from
former years. The fact that the staff, in most cases, had been cut
made it necessary to put more of the responsibility of the camp pro-
gram on the campers. In a number of comps representatives from the
various groups formed different committees, such s evening program,
water events, track mect, camp duties, and classes. These committees
met with n counsellor in cherge and discussed plans for their particu-
lar cetivity. Then the chairman »f each group met with the staff and
things to be carried out were definitely decided upon. The campers
seemed to take & very keen interest in ovents which they had & part
in planning. A schedule of duties was posted the first day of camp,
so that every one knew at once what his duties were. Everyone worked
an hour every doy, o counsellor always present. A rotating system of
duties gave relief to staff workers. Provision was made for a less
active program for the under-nourished camper. .Any outstanding in-
terest, activity, ability, and character trait of s camper was taken
cognizance of.

The follewing classes were taught in camp: Hondicraft, first

aid, cemp craft, swimming, nature study, and music (kinder symphony
band, and singing). Nature study classes made a study of trees, birds,
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and flowerse In sSome cemps there wns a daily inspection of each
guest, - of personsl npwearanse and of the core of the living gquerters,
Some children made o marvelous improvement in both.

The comp stoff numbers 50 paid workers, 46 of whom sre full-
time end 4 are part-time. 130 volunteer counsellors assisted in the
varisus camps.

There is now funetiqming in Louisville e cemp committee under
the Recreation Cowneil ~f the Cormunity Chest. This committee endea-
vors to bring about mere efficient service in the camps. ™e should
urge this camp committee to formulate a plan for securing, during the
winter, a list of young pecple of suitable trlent and training for
volunteer work when summer demand arises., We of the White House Com-
mittee further urge that the Recreation Council moke itself responsi-
ble feor n cemp institute +n give a training course for comp counsel-
lors, -~ in the spring, preferably.

Committes:

Mrs., Alroy F. Kollenberg, Camp Mira Loma, Courier-Journal Fresh Air
Fund, Chairman.

Miss Lilias Courtney, Cemp Chelan, Y. W, Q. A.

Mr. M. F. Grossman, Cemp Tapawingo, Y. M. H, 2.

Mr. Carl W, Handel, Coversd Bridge Reservation, Boy Scouts of America

Miss Josephine Peak, Louisville Fresh Air Home

Mrs. Jessie T. Scott, Girls Camp Lineoln Ridge (cclored)

Miss Virginia Veeneman, Camp Shontituck, Girl Seouts

Mr. Roscce M. Wheat, Dan BReard Boy Scout Organizeticn {colored)
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COMMUNITY ENVIRONVENT

"The term 'Community Fnviromnment' refers to
urban or village residential areas which possess
certain obvious sccinl characteristics. Chief among
these is a hospitability toward local wvoluntary
associations. eesee.living in psychical contact
with one's neighbors derives its moral significance
from the fact that in such a medium the age-old
forces of herd approvel and disapproval find free
play in the molding of cheracter of both old and
young."

-~ Clarence Arthur Perry.

The growth of urben units of population and the consequent loss
of the town meeting and the church gatherings as potent factors in
molding community thought end action has resulted in isclation of meny
families, especially of thnse who have migrated from rural districts,
On the school playgrounds, children are teamed by height and weight
rather than by acquaintance or neighborhood groups. The social life
of the class room does not carry over to the home. Neighbors do not
"neighbor". However, even with this loss of community life, the
altruistic urge of some of the urban citizens has found outlet in the
organization of certain "interest groups" which have aroused civic
conseiousness, molded public opinion, and carried out projects of
varied nature which have furthered the public good. This survey
presents, as typical, a report of one organigzation, definitely func-
tioning in a suburb whieh retains most remarknbly the characteristics
of a separate small town, the Crescent Hill ™oman's Club, one, city-
wide in its scope, the Women's City Club, one, a City Zoning end
Plenning Commission authorized by law and functioning as a part of the
municipal govermment; and one, the School Garden Prcject, under the
supervision of the public schools, but so far-reaching in its influ-
ence that it demands recognition as a factor in civie beautification
and betterment. '



Crescent Fill Woman's Club

The suburb of Crescent Hill, on the east side of Louisville,
is distinetive in that it retains, to a marked degree, all the charae-
teristies of a smnll town. It has its own shopping district, its two
grade schools and one Junior High Scheol, its own picture house, its
own park and its own library. TIts population, between 7,000 and 8,000
1s composed of substantial citizens, none of them extremely wealthy,
none, very poor, really a fine h-mey group of "gentle folk". Most of
its citizens are home-owners, interested in preserving the beautiful
trees along the streets and in meintaining their own lovely home
grounds., Almost all the children and young folk have grown up in the
community. Juvenile delinquency is practically nil. "hat has occurred
cen be traced to more or less transient fomilies. Community conseious-
ness and civie pride are developed to a surprising degree.

The Crescent Hill Woman's Club was founded thirteen years ngo.
It has about three hundreéd thirty members at the present time. While
its avowed purpose is cultural rather then civiec, it is a c¢lub which
makes itself felt not only in its own community, but in the city and
in the state. There is a spirit about it that is far-reaching.

Naturally women of this type cannot fail to add to their cul-
tural programs other progrems thrt classify under the head of community
betterment. For ten years they have maintained & well baby clinic,
which weighs and measures the children and refers to the family physi-
cian any problem that presents itself. Seversl years ago, they planted
shrubbery con the embeankments of the railrond tracks to beautify thot
approach to the city. They still maintain this "No man's land", pro-
viding a caretaker, who not only trims the shrubs, but gathers up all
refuse and papers every week. On the lawn of the librery, they have
erected a beautiful memorial to the boys of Crescent Hill who served
in the World ¥ar. A new flag is provided each year for the flag pole
which is part of the memorial,

For many years, they supplied the children of a grade school
in an underprivileged section of the city with clothing and shoes,
as well as with a Christmns perty. Since crgenized charity now pro-
vides the clothing, they still supply the Christmas cheer. From the
annual Christmes carolling has developed an excellent women's chorus.

From time to time, the Legislative Committee hes sponsored
progrems and trips to the State Capitol, legisleting for the common
good.

With a persistence which cannot be set down on paper, the club
certainly keeps up the "tone" of the cormunity.

A
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Louisville Women's City Club

One group which is city-wide in its interests is the Louisville
Women's City Club. Its scope is stated thus: "The object of this
organization shall be to bring together women interested in promoting
the welfare of the city; to coordinate mnd render more effective the
scattered social and civie activities in which they are engaged; to
extend a knowledge of public affairs; to aid in improving civiec condi-
tions and assist in arousing nn incressed sense of social responsibility
for the safegusrding of the home, the meintenance of good govermment,
and the bettering of all the conditions surrounding thet larger home of
all - the city",

Soon after its founding more than sixtcen years agn, it launched
1ts first major project by the organization of a "Waste Committee" which
was later termed the "City Betterment Committee"., A survey of one dis-
trict led to a city-wide survey, covering data on garbage and dumps.

The services of a sanitary engineer were secured, maps were made, graph-
ically showing the locstinn of insanitary premises. The aid of other
clubs was enlisted and the co-operation of various city departments,
such as the Board of Public Works, the Sewer Department, which supplied
needed information, wes obtained.

It was war time and the United States Public Heslth Service sent
an officer to nearby Cemp Zechery Taylor to safeguerd the heelth of the
soldiers. He became so interested in the garbage survey that he pre-
pered thirteen ordinances which the City Club helped to pass,

The City Club co-operated in making experiments to determine the
best method of garbage disposal. hen hog feeding was decided upon and
the wet garbage was sent to a selected farm, thirty-eight of the forty
school districts of the city were organized for an educational campaign
to teach the house-wives how to separate the garbage for that purpose,
Talks were made, homes were visited, cards distributed, showing what to
put into wet garbege, the type of covered metal receptacle to use, and
the time of collection in various parts of the city. The system proved
feulty, but the City Club kept doggedly at work on the problem. Finally
in 1927, the first incineratcr was installed. In September, 1928, a
second unit was added, and o site has been purchased for a third.

Workers on the gerbage survey discovered many other conditions
which urgently demanded attention. So, new committees were organized.
One on sanitation took up the inspection of stables, investigated dirty
streets and alleys, anl asked for the enforcement of the c¢ity ordinance
forbidding the throwing or sweeping of trash into city thoroughfares.
They investigated complaints sbout private dumps and compelled violators
of the city ordinances to comply with the law and send refuse to the city
dumps. The project of clearing up veeant lots and establishing gardens
thereon, led to the organization of the annual flower market - a gela day
which is truly the high spot of the club year. The Committee on Health
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took up the inspection of street wells snd pumps, helped to eradicate,
where possible, outside toilets, by compelling property owners to make
sewer connections on all property abutting streets and alleys provided
with sewers. The Cormittee on Housing later made a survey of congested
districts and made maps to show the relation of overcrowding to the
incidence of tuberculosis. The Field Director of the Club was able to
interest private cepital in erecting thirty-eight cottages to be sold

or rented at a moderate figure, on Grand Avenue, which is a direct
entrance to Chickasaw Park. To date, this is the only project which

has given single dwellings with modern conveniences to our colored people.

The City Planning and Zoning Committee worked against odds for
a number of years. Finelly, when the Mayor appointed a City Planning
and Zoning Commission, the activities of the City Club were recognized
and a member of the Club was asked to serve on the Commission.

The Foods and Markets Committee conducted city-wide classes in
the camning of focds and the preparation of substitute dishes during
the war year. They conducted an educational campaign against hanging
meat in the open and leaving perishable foods uncovered. In conjunction
with the United States Public Health Service, approval cards were pre-
pared for grocers. The committee visited the groceries, awarded the
cards and published an "Approved List". They also won the help of the
bakers in a successful effort to secure wrapped bread. More recently,
the Board of Public ™orks has co-operated in correcting unsetisfactory
conditions in the Jefferson Street market and on the Haymarket. Refuse
is removed more promptly. Covered stands have been built. The committee
assisted in prosecution of meat deanlers who were using preservatives
forbidden by law. Many convictions were secured.

The public schools have always held the attention of the Club.
In jts early years, the Education Committee attended the meetings of the
Board of Education and reverted to the Club, action taken there. The
Club is a member of the School Eleetion Lezpgue, essists in menning the
polls at times when members of the Roard of BEducation are elected, and
has championed end worked for the bond issues for school buildings. In
1927, a survey of the public schools was undertaken. Data were obtained
on the sanitary conditions, water supply, ventilation, heating, lighting,
fire protection, equipment, lunches, nutrition classes, health education,
contacts between home and schocl and recreation. Improverent in the
guality of food served = in size of portions, and in the wrapping of
sandwiches were the results of the lunch-room survey.

The Committee on Recreation was active in the campaign for a
year-round recreation program for the city. It endorsed the orgeniza-
tion of a Recreation Council in the Community Chest, which proved effec-
tive in organizing & schonl for the training of recreation workers, and
putting supervised play into churches, orphanages and other institutions,
s well as in public perks and playgrounds. The Club has urged co-operation
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between the Park Board and the Boerd of Education, so that more school
buildings and school playgrcunds shall be made available for after-school
activities under trained leadership. A survey of the megazines and news-
papers enjoyed, the movies attended, favorites of the screen, indoor
amusements end outdoor sports, and the amount of spending money available,
broughtout the popularity of certain objectionable magazines, circulated
in some sections of the city. The co-operation of news dealers was en~
listed to stop the sale of such "literature" to children,

During the World War, the Music Committee devoted its time sodely
to community singing. It supvlied progrems at Camp Taylor and was instru-
mental in having band concerts in the city parks under the direction of
the Park Board. Later, children's orchestral concerts were secured,
accompenied by lectures on the various instruments by the director of
music in the publiec schools. The committee furnishes music for the regu~-
lar meetings rnd gives annual programs at the Hazelwood Sanitarium at
Christmas and Easter time.

Briefly, one might sum up the work of the Legislative Committee
by listing the eity ordinances which the Club has worked for:

13 health ordinances - drafted by the U, S. Public Health Service
in 1917

Hog ordinance - 1922

Housing ordinance « 1923

4 milk ordinances - drafted by the Health Department

City Plamning and Zoning ordinance - 19527

City Government Law - 1929

It has conducted san educational campaign with speakers on the Loan
Shark Bill end the Drivers' License Bill. The Club has recently endorsed
the Tugwell Bill, and are looking forward to sctive work in co=-operation
with the Kentucky Federstion of Women's Clubs, in supporting at our next
session of legislature, a measure reloting to the working hours of women
and children,

When the naticnal move for better homes wes started, the Field
Director of the City Club was selected as the head of this work for
Kentucky. A City Club committes was organized and studies made on the
possibilities of erecting small homes of good material at low ccst. The
committee supsrvised the furnishing of several houses, opened them for
public inspection, and club members served as hostesses during the demon=-
stration.

Each new year brings new problems = new tasks for the groups that
foster s deep sense of civiec conscinusness. The City Club turns its hand
to each new phase of city betterment with a will, for she has a reputation
to sustain as the "Housekeeping Club" of the City of Louisville.

36



City Zoning and Planning

On October 19, 1932, the Board of Aldermen officially adopted
the Louisville City Plan, end, hereafter, the plans for all public pro-
jects, such as the establishment of new public buildings and the like
must be submitted to the City Zoning and Planning Commission before
being carried out.

As a first step in directing the future growth of the city and
in some measure providing better famcilities for the present and future
movements of traffiec, the Major Street Plan hes been made by the Com-
mission. While it is impossible to remedy such basic faults as dead=-
end streets, which by farsighted planning could have been commodious
and efficient thoroughfares, their future occurrence can be prevented
by proper supervision of subdivision plats. Already, numberous streets
have been laid out in acecordance with the Major Street Plan eund narrow
streets have been widened by dedication of the additional width by the
property owner. In all such cases, had no plan been available, the new
strests would in all probability heve been deficient in width, and many
of them would have been in the wrong lccations. With subdivision con-
trel, it is required that all -lots be at right angles to the street.
This insures a more sightly appearancs,

The Major Street Plan contemplates the future widening of
numercus streets. It is intended that this shall be done gradually
over & period of years. In order to reduce the cost of eventunlly
acquiring the necessary privete property to provide the additional
width, the city has obtained the legel sanction to establish building
lines along the major streets proposed tn be widened, 2nd within which
lines nu new buildings mey be erected.

Although nc physical chenges in the downtown strects are con-~
templated, it is plannsd te have the future business district surrounded
by wide thoroughfares to @id in distribubting traffic throughout the
interior of the aren.

Anticipating the future growth of the city, the Major Street
Plan has been extended intr the county, and all new subdivisions must
econform to the plemmed locetion of the streets. The street plan for
the region nesr Louisville prewides for the connection of all smaell
outlying eommunities so thet it will be possitle to travel from one
to another in a direct menner. It is also intended to provide by-pass
routes around Louisville in order that traffic wishing to avoid the
city may do so and thus lessen the load on the city streets.

The Major Street Plan should be looked upon as a guide for
future growth, not only in regard to the location of streets, but also
for new schools, public utilities, branch libraries, fire stations
and other public necessities,.
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Detailed plans for the problems of the street railway, the bus
lines, the railroad and the waterway have been worked out by the
Commission. This plan includes the recommendation of an outer belt
line which would remove through freight traffic from the inner belt
line now consisting of the Railway Transfer and its connections.
Grade~crossing elimination, correleted with the Major Street Plan is
also recommended.

Recreation

The present park system in Louisville is nn example of what
mey be obtained by fersighted planning. Forty years ago, when civic
leaders advocated the establishment of large par' areas in the then
outlying sections of the city, there was strenuous opposition on the
part of some who could not visualize the future Louisville and the
need for such aress. Fortunately, however, Cherokes, Iroquois, sand
Shewnee Parks were acquired, and, today, the park system is one of
Louisville's most valuable rssets. Similar forethought must be exer-
cised within the next fcw years in onticipstion of =« correspondingly
great future demand for park arses beyond the present city. Splendid
as the park and playground system is, there are meny deficiencies
which must be remedied if a well-rounded and efficient recreation
system is to be developed in Louisville.

The Recreation Plan follows other features of the Comprehensive
City Flan. The locetion of park arens in the city is directly relsted
to the distribution of population and the location of industrial and
commereial districts. A fully servicesble system of recrestional
facilities, therefore, can be worked out only after these other ele-
ments of the broad plan are determined. A complete and well organized
system of recreationel aress which would serve the whole population
throughout the city would embrace protected play areas for smell
children, playgrounds for supervised pley (preferably school play~-
grounds ), community centers established in school buildings, neighbore-
hood pnrks, large parks and reservations, and plessure drives which
should connect all lerge perks. Play fields or athletic fields should
be located in each JunisrHigh School, each Senior High School site,
and in certsin neighborhoods and large parks. While the scope of the
park plen is necessarily large, much of it mny be obtained at little
cost through voluntary dedication and donsticns through the Park Board.
This is particularly true of the outlying system of pleasure drives,
many of which will be provided as lend is subdivided.

River Front Developmont

Louisvilie's first development on the banks of the Ohio River
begen as long ago as 1780. For many years therecafter, the principal
commerical and industrial activities of the city were located on the
water front or on the nearby streets. Prior to the advent of railroad



transportation, prectically all goods entered or left the city by

boat, end visitors grnincd their initial impression of the city from

the river front. River transportetion on the Ohio reached its height
about 1850, when there were fifty-three steamboats, valued at $1,293,300
owned in Louisville. Shippingport wss the Louisville of river-boat
days. Although Tarascon Inn has been torn down to provide for the
erection of the Hydro-Electric Plent, the respite and social contacts
furnished by this old hostelry to the coming and going life of Ship-
pingport will remcin a piece of rich humen embroidery in the tapestry
which pictures our river-front days.

With the development of steem railroad lines, river traffic
declined. Main Street, formerly the chief business section of the
city, is now given over to wholesale establishments, housed in rapidly
deteriorating buildings. The erec a between Main Street and the river
is now used for railroad and verious enterprises. 4is an cpproach to
the ecity, it is ugly.

The proposed plan for beautifying the river front inecludes the
entire river frontage of approximately thirty-five miles, extending
from Goose Creek to the southern county line. Besides park arsas,
driveways, end the removal of disfiguring railroed tracks, it proposes
the creation of a pleza between Mein Street and the river, Third Street
and Seventh Street. Here the future Court House and City Hall will be
built on the south side of Main, between Fourth and Sixth Streets, so
that they will overlook the plaza and the river. It is planned +to
landscape the large open space with trees and shrubs, and to build @
fountain,

One of the most important features of the plan is a proposed
underground perking sprce, beneath the plaza with space for approxi-
mately four thousand automobiles.

The transformation of the present extremely unsightly water-
front would provide a monumentel end impressive epproach to the city
both for traffic over the Municipal Bridge, the K, & I. Bridge and
for the large volume of traffiec using the new highway to Cincinnati.
The cost of the undertaking would be more than compensated for by the
increased value of property in the north end of the business district
and, together with certain major street improvements, would discourage
a further shifting and destruction of established velues throughout
the entire business district.

39



The Negro Housing Problem in Louisville

Among the problems confronting American cities, large and
small, none is more pressing or difficult of solution than that of
providing adequate, modern housing facilities for families with low
incomes. An authnritetive estimnte of fmerican incomes indicates
that one third of the families hrve incomes less than $1,200 ennually,
one third have incomes between $1,200 and ¢2,000 and one third have
incomes in excess of $2,000. It is obvious theat a very substantial
portion of the population camnot afford to pay & rent that will insure
a home with even minimum heelth and decency standards. The income- for
negroes is considerably below the average for all races. In Louis-
ville, 83 per cent of all negrc families have incomes of less then
$1,200 per year and under present economic conditicns this per cent
is even higher. While housing as a whole is in great need of improve=
ment, the negro situstion is particularly bad, hence this study is
limited to thet phase of the problem. '

The 45,000 negroes residing in Louisville mmske up approximately
15 per cent of the total population. The largest end most densely
populated negro secctions are close to the downtown business section.
In the original subdivision of the land, insufficient care was given
to the proper size of lots and blocks. The narrow, 200 feet lot is
prevalent. The inadequate wiAth of these lots necessitated long,
narrow dwellings built very close to each other, and their extreme
depth encouraged the building of reer dwellings. In some arees, for-
mer high class residences have been abandmned end these have been
converted into kitchenette oparitments and rooming houses.

It is & well known feet that within the crowded negro sections
cccur the highest death retes from communicable diseases, the greatest
concentration of juverile delinquency and the worst viece and criminal
conditions in the city. There cen be no permenent solution of this
phaese of the vroblem unless those buildings which cannot be made fit
for habitation are entirely removed end replaced by some form of
modern housing at rentals low enmough to be paid by the former occupants.

The Survey of Negro Housing Conditions

This study wes made possible by the Department of Welfare
through the use of men employed by the city in the operation of the
Municipal Relief Buresu. One hundred sixty-five blocks were selected
for investigation throughout the main negro sections. A total of
5,480 buildings were investigated; of this number, 52% were occupied
by negroes for residence purpeses an” rented by the occupant; 14%
were owned by the occupant. 65% of the rented buildings were occu-
pied by 1 family and 35% by more then 1 family. 12,872 persons ocecu-
pied the buildings on which information was obteined. This is approxi-
mately 28% of the total negro population in the eity. One striking
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faet brought out was the comparmtively small size of the negro family:
In the dingle family dwellings there was an average of 3,9 persons per
family ns compared with 4.4 in corresponding white groups. In the
multiple family group there were only 2.1 persons per family compared
with 3,5 for whites.,

About 3 out of 4 of the single family dwellings were of freme
construction and a little more thon half of the multiple family
dwellings wsre of freme. The state of repair in both groups was
practically identicsl; good, 21%; fair, 55%; and bad, 24%. It was
found that only 21% had inside toilets, 35% had outsife toilets,
and 449 had open vaults, This condition exists in spite of laws for-
bidding the maintenance of mny open vaults in districts provided with
sewerage. In the most congested areas studied, sewer: are presemt
and the meintenance of open vnults is in flagrant violation of the
lew., Efforts to enforce this law in the past have met with great
resistance on the part of the property owners who object to the
original cxpense of installation and of mrintensnce nfterwerd,

Stoves constituted 90% of the heating facilities, 2% had furnaces,
the rest hed gas or coal grates.

The average rent poi? per month renged from $4.40 for one
roon to §18.80 for 5 room apartments. Reducing these figures to
rent prid per room per month, it was found to be $4,00 for erll-size
apartmentse.

An attempt wes made to find the totel monthly income for each
family under present eenditions and during times of normal employment.
It wes found that wnder present conditions, 90% of all families hed
incomes under §76.00 per month and thet under normal conditions 589
hed incomes lsss than $75.00. This shows thet the great majority of
negro familive are imoble to pay more then $20.00 = month for remt,
and in attemphing to provide housing to rent at this price, it is
npparent that every eernomy rust bo trken in cnpital outlay for land
nnd construction of building, and in meintenance charges. The Cinecine
nati Mndel Homes Compnuy les bsen able to provide housiag at rentals
lower than $2G.00 a month. Ho other projeet for which figures eare
available has becen sble to acenmplish this, and it remains *to be seen -
whether it can be done in Louisville.

Recommendetion: - Although this stuly has not mentionsad insdequate

lighting of strects and alleys ir areas where poorer negrcos live,
we are sure that attention to this nsed will be ziven, Tirst, es a
safety measure; second, as an aid 4¢ priac 1n better living.
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Nature Study and Gardening

Louisville schools are fortunate in possessing the long-time ser-
viee of a real enthusiast for the soil and what it produces in tree and
shrub and root and leaf asnd flower for the sustenance and education of all
young people who come under the influence of such cultivation. Like so
many fine sociological growths, the best values accerue in the hold-over
which goes into home life and community betterment.

The past year was gratifying to every gardener's heart. So many
unsightly spots came in bloom, as if, all-of-a-sudden, being beautiful
were the whole earth's duty. If we had instruments delicate enough to
record the beneficent effects of pleasure, such a bounty of blooming earth
would show an unswerving upward line among the trends out of the depression.
One Highway Beautification film was shown before 2,775 children and teachers.
The Kentucky Mountain Laurel Festival has grown to be annual, The concern
about the fate of a Century old Ginko tree at Fourth and York Streets in
Louisville showed a fine reverence for the greatness of a tree. Wild flower
contests revealed that there are many young people who know which to pull,
and which not to pull, and which to pull in moderation. A fine sentiment
became a first aid to the dogwood when it was beginning to be used for
commercial purposes. 'Spare the dogwood', 'prevent its destruction' went
up in the loud tones of youth and, we are sure, in the woeful forebodings
of its companion the redbud. The living Christmas tree, the conservation
of the holly, the planting of 530 evergreens are interests fully as signi-
ficant as the fact that 50,000 packets of seeds were planted or that demon-
stration plats harvested crops of salsify, tomatoes, peanuts, parsnips,
popcorn, and cotton. Exhibits of produce, flowers, garden booklets, and
reports, directions for plapnting and charts were sought with more general
interest than ever before. Bird hikes, bird baths, feeding stations, the
discovery by observation that mocking birds are fond of barberries but
bluebirds pre”er dogwood berries have heen interests for bird-lovers.

More flowers to share, trees rid of bagworms, plenty of vegetables
to pull up by the roots, better selection of seeds, more vacation gerdens
have made the joys of gardening far outnumber the disappointments. Youth
worked with adult, and both were rivals in the new-old arts of getting an
education teught by Mother Nature who holds her school outdoors and gives
one big award, - health in a garden,

Community Enviromment Committee:

Mrs. H. H. Weeter, Women's City Club, Chairmen

Mrs. John L. fodfrey, Crescent Hill Women's Club

Miss Louise Morel, Woments City Club

Miss Emilie Yunker, Supervisor of Gardens, Louisville Public Schools
Mr. H. W. Alexander, Secretary of City Planning and Zoning Commission
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YOUTH I INDUSIRY

In as much as the White House Conference Committee on Voeational
Guidance and Child Labor is wholly given to the child in industry, this
Committee on Youth outside the Home and School is merely touching the
problem,

In 1901 the Consumers League in Kenbucky was organized., 1In 1902
the Consumers League gave active support to the child labor bill presented
to the General Assembly by the Kentucky Federation of Lahor, and assisted
in its passage. Throughout the years the League has continued its efforts
in behalf of the child in industry.

In 1906 the Kentucky Child Leabor Association was organized. It
was one of the first branches of the National Child Labor Committee.

Fromgits beginning in 1906, the Association worked for betterment
of laws governing children in industry. It sought the cooperation of
newspapers, county judges, medical associations and women's clubs in the
education of public opinion.

M

In 1914 a new law was passed which put Kentucky in the forefront of
states with the best laws protecting children in industry. The law pro=
vides for an age limit of fourteen years, with a limit of sixteen years for
children in hazardous occupations (mines, etc.) and also that no person
under eighteen years of age shall be allowed to clean machinery while in
motion, an eight hour day for children, the raising of the age for night
messengers to twenty-one years, the prohibiting of street trades to young
children and the requirement of a work certificate for children in industry
between fourteen and sixteen years of age giving proof of age, attesting that
the child is in proper physical condition to work and that he has passed the
fifth grade in school,

In 1908 after the passage of the amondments to the existing child
labor and compulsory attendance laws, the Consumers League raised a scholar-
ship fund to keep in school children who would otherwise have been obliged
to contribute to the family support. In September, 1908 the League turned
this scholarship work over to the Kentucky Child Labor Association under
whom it was continued until 1912 when it was taken over by the Associated
Charities (now known as the Family Service Organization),

Begimming in 1910 the Xentucky Child Labor Association had given in
addition to the scholarships to children under fourtcen, a second group of
scholarships to children between fourteen and sixbteen years of age whose
education was insufficient to cnable thom to get a certificate of work or
whose vitality was low for employment or to those of exceptional ability.
In 1916 this sccond group of scholarships also was taken over by the Asso=
ciatdd Charities, and the Kentucky Child Labor Association gave itself %o
the promotion of legislation and to the enforcement of the law,

W
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When the Federsl Child Labor Amendment was presented in 1926 to
the General Assembly of Kentucky for ratification, the Consumers League
with other orgenizations wes nctive in its behalf ond is now leading
the campaign for the ratification of the amendment,

The trend of public opinion is indicated by the fact that twenty
states have retified the amendment.

Committee:

Mrs. Anna Hubbuch Settle, Consumers League, Chairman
Mrs. G. A. Brandt, League of Women Voters

Mrs. J. Donald Dinning, Kentucky Child Labor Association
Mrs. BEmma Hunt Krezeise, Kentucky Children's Bureau

Mrs. Bernard Selligman, Kentucky Child Labor Association
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YOUTH AND RTRAL LIFE

The most important orgenization operating in Jefferson County,
excluding schools and Sunday Schools, is the county farm bureau which
cooperates with the National Committee on Boys'! and Girls' Club Work.
The 4-H Clubs of Farm Projects comprise 311 boys and 400 girls between
the nges of 10 and 18 years. There are 22 of these farm products clubs.
The letters stand for the better training of Head and Hand, Heart and
Health, - all employed in the natural education of youth in a farm
family.

The 4-H Clubs meet in schools, though thev are not connected
with schocls; they sometimes heve social mectings in homes. Members
do their work at home and are inspected at home. Girls have four
different projects: clothing, foods, canning, room furnishing., Each
project has so many units: foods, 3 units; cenning, 3 units; room
furnishing, 2 units; clothing (step by step through tailoring), 4
units. Boys study poultry, swine, potatoes, dairy calwves, corn and
gardens. The boys work in projects,

The lemdership for 4-H Clubs is one Home Demonstration Agent
for girls' work and one Junior Clubs' Leader for boys' work in the
county. Volunteers help these two leaders and are given training
courses by them. The volunteers for girls' work come from the Home=-
makers'! Organization conducted by the Home Demonstration Agent.

Boys study the actual breeding of pigs. They know their little
pigs! They have sows of their own with little pigs. They examine cows
for all points; they mnow what to feed them; they enter them in shows.,
They study corn to learn how to select, plant, and cultivate. Record
books for everything must be approved by the county agent.

The big annual event of 4-H Clubs is Achievement Day. This
comes at the end of harvest end represents a whole year's work. Cups
ere given in the various classes; certificates are distributed by
Rotary Clubs to leaders for distinguished service. All this comes
under Cooperative Extension Work in Agriculture and Home Economics in
the University of Kentucky.

Too much cannot be said for the live work being done under such
an adequate planning. Anyone who has attended an Achievement Day Program
and heard the boys sing their own song (A Plowing Song) and the girls
sing their Dreaming Song has caught the spirit of large accomplishment
which grows out of individuals working together to a chosen purpose under
trained guidance.

Committee:

Miss Lucille Morris, Neighborhood House, Chairman

Miss Elizabeth Anderson :

Mrs. Suda Butler, Supervisor of Jefferson County Schools

Mrs. Catherine Taylor Johnson, Jefferson County Home Demonstration Agent
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YOUNG PEOPLE IN INSTITUTIONS

From the reports of sixteen institutions, we find that six have
no play leaders, either trained or untrained; two have leaders during
the summer; eight heve leaders the year around. Of these eight, three
are full-time trained leaders and the others are either untrained or
part-time workers.

Five of the institutions have no group activities. One states
thet such organized vplay is taken care of at school, another that there
is no set program, and a third states that the children are too young
for such play. The other eleven report at least such group activities
as baseball, teem games and singing. A few include a greater variety:
drematics, scouts, orchestras, tennis, hockey, football, swimming,
camping and hiking.

The most popular individual activities are reading and music.
Nine of the institutions add handwork to these. Practically all the
children have some playthings of their own.

Outdoor play space and equipment range from a small yard to a
campus of fifty acres, and from a few swings and slides to full play-
ground equipment, hockey fields, baseball diamonds, and tennis courts.
These extremes are due to the difference in location, size, and finan-
cinl conditions of the institutions. As a whole, the indoor facilities
are inferior to the outdoor. However, whenever possible, the children
are allowed to go outdoors to play.

There is only one boarding home, St. Lawrence Institute, where
they have boys under 18 years of age.

From eny observing point of view, it is clear thet the greatest
need is for enrichment of program through enrichment of personelity
end persomnel. These (persenality and personnel) to quote an eminent
eritic of institutions, "are of infinitely greater character and
operating value even than plen and finances".

Committee:

Miss Carnline MaocDonald, Chairman
Mrs. Reaymond Clarke, "hite House Conference, Social Welfare Division
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CORRELATION OF THE ARTS

The Committee on the Correlation of the Arts believes that the
study of art forms will develop the discriminative faculty; will stimu-
late imaginative and creative thought and achievement; will inculcate
values spiritual and sesthetic; will enliven faith and encournge re-
verence; and will quicken the sense of humor, To that end, this com-
mittee recommends the following practical suggestions:

1. The attainment of clear, concise, and vivid mental pictures of
sequential periods in history by means of dramatic, poetical,
or musical presentations which are accurate and stimulating.,

2. Simplified outlines of the evnlution of art forms of primitive
times with practiecal applications of the principles to every
day living.

3. PFolk songs and dances: choral singing of the simple classics.
4. The showing of the masterpieces of painting and sculpture. (copies)

5. BSimple forms of co-related work, i. e. rhythm in poetry, music
and art examples illustrating the kinship of the arts.

Basic thoughts are embodied in the quotations: "Necessity was the
mother of the arts". "Art is the only reliable history of a time". "The
beauty of line, rhythm, harmony, color is an integral part of life it~
self, and as necessary as religicn, science, or philosopby".

Mr. Cale Young Rice suggests, apropos of the fact that poetry is
not as widely useful as it might be, that it has found no host of artistic
interpreters such, for instance as music has in its singers and players.
We tacitly admit, Mr., Rice says, that it is the greatest of the arts by
making it the only one that must be studied in all our schools and col=-
leges, but we neglect to provide artists who can beautifully read it aloud,
Millions of deollars, he reminds us, are given annually for the interprete-
tion of music, or for providing art gelleries, but nothing is done for
poetry. One gift of $200,000 put into a schrnl for training exquisite
readers of poetry and sending them out over the land might prove of incal-
culable benefit not only in creating & love of poetry and a wide use of
it, but in indirectly encouraging the writing of great poetry. It is
emazing that such a gift has never been made.

Committee:

Mrs. Edith Rubel Mapother, Chairman

Music- Mr. W, Lawrence Cook Poetry= Mr. Cale Young Rice
Mr. Jacques Joles
Miss Josephine Peak Literature- Mrs. Cale Young Rice

Mr. E. J. Wotawa
Arts & Crafts- Miss Fayette Barnum

Drema- Mr. Boyd Martin Miss Adele Brandeis
Miss Brace Ruthenburg Miss Sidney Field
Miss Elizabeth Wilscn Miss Nell MeCulloch

Mr, Harvey Pesake
The Dance - Miss Mary Long Hanlon
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WHITE HOUSH CONFERENCE
Jefferson County

YCUTH QUISIDE OF HOUE AND SCHOOL
Section IIl--Committee G,

Frances Ingram, Chairman
" December 12, 1933

This study deals with four main constructive agencies in the life

of this community: the church; agencies offering programs to girls;
agencies enhancing the life of city boys; and neighborhood agencies,
of which the Settlement touches a great number.

Play and safety programs of the city, the motidn picture, the
theatre, and various forms of commercial re¢F¥eation, the radio, the
library, and camping,--all have irmediate.affect upon the lives of
young peonle, each influence having itls‘own way with youth.

The vast importance of Youth in. Industry shows plainly in the
disturbed routines of today,

Youth in Rural Life, with its dominant and satisfying interest
in'4-H Clubsg, is a story,all ite own,

The committee ox Community Environment has an important place
in this study because we must have better surroundings if we are to
have better citizenshin,

The report closes with recommendation of the committee on the
corelation of the arts that the culture of the ages be brought to
youth, that a discrimating taste be developed through folk-songs
and dances, choral singing of the simple classics, acquaintance with
masterpieces of painting and sculpture, and rhythms in peotry illus=-

trating the kinship of the arts,

Churches

Kl | 39653
This report covers 9% churches., 233534 young meople under

, 1495
eighteen years of age received religious instruction in 183 of the
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churches revorting. Different churches have different ways of in-
parting religious instruction to young people. This report covers
the Catholic, Jewish, Unitarian, and various Protestant denominations,
both White and Colored.

We didn't go out into the county enough to use data from there,

We found churches very responsive to the questionnaires sent
out. Churches are making a tremendous effort to keep their young
people in the church, Their programs offer a varied list of
activities designed to interest young people. 1In many instances, the
pastor is overburdened with his duties, and the committee recommends
that his parishoners help him bear his burden.

To single out one denomination, there are in the city 52 Colored
Baptist Chuxches, big and little, Of this number, only fifteen are
self-supporting; that means that the pastor must earn his living by
other work to supplement his income,

In answer to Fhe gquestion »ut to churches, "What do you consider
the chief need of youth under 18 to-day", the ministers showed that
they were alive to the seriousness of the problem confronting thenm
in dealing with youth, To quote one who voiced the sentiment of others,
“the chief need of the younz person is to find out what is wrong with
our economic order and try to find out how it can be changed, so that
he can obtain economic security for himself and his family; the need
of adequate sex education; also the need of adequate recreation so that
the many young people who are unemployed may know how to use leisure',

All pastors felt the need of better spiritual leadership and
more leaders trained in religious education, The belief is that young
people want to have an appreciation of spiritual values, that they
want real Christlike cheracters as examples and less make=-believe

Christianity. Youth is hungry for religious experience,
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Girls and Boys

It has been said that 'people g£o to pieces because of home
conditions', These home conditions are part and parcel of our econonmie
ills, end youth has the brunt to bear without knowing what it is all
about. We will not really know the toll for years to come., It is as
a preventative as well as a palliative that the Y,}.C,A,, Y. W.C.A.,
the Y,M.H.A., the Y,M.I., the settlements, the city recreation depart-
ment, the scouts, the luncheon clubs, and the patriotic societies plan
their boy and girl work programs. The pity of the whole situation is
that these programs nlanned reach only a small pereentage of the youth
of the city; but with such small staffs as are permitted by cut budgets,
they do reach the maximum number.

Community Fouses

During the past four years of udemployment and financial strain,
the Community Centers and Settlem@nt Houses have prerformed a service
of incalculable value. The fofm'of their work being always con-
ditioned by the immediate meeds of their local coumunities, they have
offered refuge to thousands who, vaffled, beaten, and bewildered, have
sought advice, assistance, and consolation within their doors. The
activities of thé settlements are as diversified as the neickborhoods
in which the Houses are located--thus we find unemployment relief,
interpretation of the foreign born, and wholesome recreation as main
meeting grounds whereon all ages are considered, the programs being
uncrystallized in order to include the variant perscnalities. The
settlements are doing a fundamental piece of socisl work in that
they deal with the individual not merely by himself, but in relation
to the family as a whole., PFrom figures submitted by six of the
eleven settlements, we find that 3,698 voys, 7,179 girls and 5,371

adults have come into settlement activities and thus have been
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brought, in UMiss Jane Addams's words, "the inepirstion and resources
of the higher 1lire", The total attendance given by 10 settlements
and two day nurseries--372,051,

We have many agencies doing a constructive type of work and to
those chiefly interested the figures seem "smashing", But when we
lock about us and see the many sore spots in the city and realize
thal many sections are vice-ridden, we realize that all that is being
dene is but a drop in the bucket, and that, with conditions as they
are, it is difficult for yeuth to find its way.

Play and Safety
Summer life in Louisville is centered in the'activities of cur

city pl

m

tygrounas. Last summer, 209,093 varticinated,

Play and safety are twin interests. Playgrounds have safety
clubs which take care of the safety of those children uging the play-
grounds. That child safety educatitm has been effective is »nroved
by the fact thet child accidents have decreased.

Yetion Pictures
The lotion Picture‘rew has an aroused public scrutinizingz its

reels. Nationally, the problem has been studied séientifically for
the past four years (1929-1933) by psychologists, sociologists, and
educators., The research has been financed by the Payne fund. "Our
Fovie-Hade Children” is the book setting forth the complete research
on the influence and effects of the motion picture, as so far studied
by the National Motion Picture Council. Yo motion victure could be
more interesting than this book which summarizes in a porular ranner
enough leads to follow through to some needed change. The local
forces are more or less in s state of organization at this time, but

there is interest in the problem, and work is being planned.
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Theatre

Whereas, there is at this time a concerted effort on the part of
lovers of the theatre to keep legitimate drama alive, there are every=-
where spontaneous expressions by amateurs in play form. The movie
in the last decade has run away with the crowd, but every known com-
munity--churches, schools, city playgrounds, =nd settlements--zll give
plays,

It is to be regretted that the Children's Theatre Guild, launched
a few years ago, was later discontinued.

Last summer the city nlaygrounds did play-writing and play-produc-
ing which represented live participation throuszhout the city.

The Committee recommends that the Junior League which has SPONsor-
ed plays in Louisville take the initistive in this very important »ro-
Ject for young peonle.

Commercial Influence
The Committee on unwholesome influence found abcminutions in

cur midst: the presence at a late hour of little boys in pool rooms
reeking with profane and filthy language; the sale of peanuts and pop
corn by little boys at a late hour in a theatre where & wrestling
match was taking place: the sale of liquor in the cafe where dancing
takes place; the sale of salacious fliterature® at drug stores and
newsstands; and vice rampant in certain sections of our city. The
child labor cases just mentioned were reported tc the State Labor
Inspector and promptly acted upon. The cormittee commends the Council
of Churches for the valuable services it renders Louisville. The
committee recommends that the ¥ayor, the Juvenile Court Judge, and

the Post Master General of the United States of America take steps for

the control of these problems,
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Radio
The stupendous audience being reached by the voice from the micro-
phone makes censorship devolve upon the few hundred broadcasters,
Our local authorities are cognizant of this responsibility, and begin-
nings have been made to cooperate as wisely as the hurricane expansion
seemed to allow, The tremendous educational and entertainment value
of the radio, as well as the means to power and propaganda are the
factors of interest in the radio. Our local stations have been very
zenerous in assizning time to schools, colleges, and Civic programs,
Reading
The scientific study of the natural reading interests and literary
appetites of children of thHe Fifth grade level made by the Children's
Reading, Dramatic, and Story-Telling Clinic of the Louisville Free
‘Public Library (established two vears Jago) has furnished a unit of
work which cannot be lauded too Highly as a lead in the right direct-
ion,--the encouragement to read more and better books,
Camp
During the past summer, eizht camps furnished outings to 2,313
individuals., These camps were financed by »nrivate subscription, by
the Courier Journal Fresh Air fund, and by the Community Chest,
A medical examination was required of all those who went to cump,
The various camps were guided by the State Board of Health in caring
for sanitation and in keeping the water surply clean., The food was
wholesome, and special attention was given to the diet of under-

nourished children,

Activities were varied,--the most popular being Nature Study,
camp craft, swimming, first aid, and musiec, Volunteers and camners
vere ziven every opvortunity to develon leadershix,

Refreshed by sunshine, fresh alr, and good food, these canpers

were made healtheir and happier from the summer experience,
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Community Betterment

The growth of urban units of population and the consequent loss
of the town meeting and the church gatherings as potent factors in
moulding community thousht and action has resulted in isolation of
many families, especially of those who have migrated from rural
districts. On the school playzrounds, children are teamed by heizht
and weight rather than by acquaintance or neighborhood groups. Thé
social 1life of the class room does not carry over to the home.
Weishbors do not “neighboré. However, even with this(Yess of community
life, the altruistic urge of some of the urban cipigzéns has found
outlet in the organization of certain "interest groups" which have
aroused civic consciousness, moulded publigopinion, and carried out

projects of varied nature which have fuxbhered the nublic good,

3

his
survey presents, as typical, a reportiof one orgmnization, city wide

in its scope, the Louisville Women's City Club; one, definitely
functioning in a suburb whichrretains most remarkably the character-
istics of a separate small- bewn, the Crescent Hill Women's Club; one,

a City Zoning and Planninz commission authorized by law and functioning
as a part of the municipal government; and one--the school garden
project--under the supervision of the public schools, dbut so far-
reaching in its influence that it demands recognition as a factor

in civic beautification and betterment.

When we realize that, as Thrasher says, Y"the gang of a city
springs up in the interstices of its various sections and there plot
gvil in a ﬁo man's land", we appreciate the work of the Women's City
Club which has bent its effort toward better community =nvironment.
From its initial effort for better garbage disposal to its present

participation in the City Zoning Plan, and its work for batiter housing
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for negroes, this club has concerned itself with our need for more
residential areas which are desirable because they possess hospitality
in which good local voluntary association can flourish,

Youth in Industry

The trend in the industrial field is indicated by the fact that
the following organizations met and adovnted a program for a minimum
wage eight-hour law for women and the ratification of the Federal
Child Labor amendment: State Department of Labor, Women's Christian
Temperance Union, Consumer's League, Kentucky Congress of Fentucky
Parents and Teachers, Kentucky League of Women Voters, Daughters of
Isabella, Y, W,C,A,, Kentucky Federation of Women's Clubs, Girl's
Friendly Society, Kentucky Children's Bureau, Kentucky Association
of Univerrity Women, Kentucky Confercnce of Social “ork, and American
Legicon.

Tre first nine have ratified the amendment; the last four have
carried the recommendation of the group back to their n.embers for
ratification,

The Committee is to submit & history of child labor from the
angle of the Consumers' League.

Youtkh in Rural Life

The most important orgenization operastive in Jefferson éounty,
excluding schools and Sunday Schools, is the 4-F Club of Farm Projects
which has 311 boys and 400 girls between the ages of 10 and 18 years.
The letters stand for Health, Heart, Head, and Hand, all of vhich are
employed in the naturzel education of ycuth in a farm fanily. The big
annual event of 4-H Clubs is Achievement Day which comes at the end
of harvest and represents a whole year's work., Cups are awarded and
certificates distributed for distinguished service. All of this work
comes under the departments of Agriculture and Home ZFconomice of thre

University of Kentucky.
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Yeung People in Institutions
The reports from sixteen institutions were scanned for recreation-
al activities for the dependent children in them, While there seemed
to be an attitude of gmoocd-will toward tha play spirit of children,
there is a recognized need. for more recreational facilities and more
personnel workers trained to conduct activities to satisfy the vlay-
gpirit,-
Corelation of the Arts
The committee on the Corelation of the Arts believes that the
study of art forms will develop the discriminative faculty; will
stimulate imaginative and creative thought and\achievement; and will
inculcate values spiritual and sesthetic. \T6 that end., this com-
mittee recommends the following practicél suggestions:
1. The attainment of a cleay) concise, and vivid mental
picture of a given peridd in history by means of Dranmatic
Poetical, or Musicel presentations which are accurate
and etinulating,
2. Folk Songs and Danees; Choral Singing of the simple Clasgics,
3. The showing of ‘the masterpieces of vainting and sculpture
(copies),

4, Simple forms-of co-related work, i.e. DRhythms in Poetry,
Fusic, add\Art examnles illustratinz the kinship of the Arts,

The chairman cioses her report with the basic thought embodied
in the quotatiof, \"Art is the only reliable history of a time", "The
beauty of line, rhythm, harmony, color is an integral part of life it-

self, and as necessary as religzion, science, or philosophy*,

Note
The chairman of this committee herein submits the summary of 17

gsub-committees contributing to the report of "Youth Outside of Home

and School®,
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Prances Ingram, Chairman F Eyfﬁjp‘ W,
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This study deals with four main constructive agencies in the life
of thec ommunity: the church; agencies offering programs to girls;
agencies enhancing the life of city boys; and the neighborhood agencies,
of whiech the Settlement touches a great number, .

Play and safety programs of the clty; the motion picture, the
theatre, and various forms of commercial recreation; the ragio, the
library, the camping,--all have immediate effect upon the lives of
young people, each influence having its own way with youth,

Youth in Riral Iife, with ite dominant and satisfying interest in
4«H Clubs, is a story all its own.

The churches are keenly alive to the seriousness of the problem
confronting them of keeping their young people in the church, and they
offer programs of varied activities %o interest young peocple, ‘They
feel the need of a better trained leadership in dealing with groups.
Girls*® agencies offer programs for girls; boys' agencics push back the
horizon for boys; and neighborhood agencies bring to youth *the inspie
ration and resources of the higher life". The playgrounds deal with
Yyouth in a city-wide scheme; the Safety Council in a plan of education;
the various amateur dramatic groups in sporadic efforts, ‘The Childrenf's
Department of the lLouisville ¥ree Public Iibrary deals with children in
an extended field of usefulness; the various camps in their summer pros
grams; the county in its 4-H work; and the institutions thut serve &s
homes for dependent and delinquent ehildren.

Recommendation: Thereas, all these assoeirtions and agencies point to
and emphasize the need of a trained leadership,.

Be it resolved that this White House Conference Com-
mittee on Youth outside the Home and School recommend to the University
of Louisville that it fnclude in its curriculum under the Department of
Socliology vhere such a course has recently had a beginning include and
develop a training course for group workers similar to that given by
Horthwestern University in Chicago or by Western Reserve in Cleveland.
It is realized that such training should have a general sociologiecal
background; and,

Be it resolved further that the "Committee on Youth
outside the Home and School” urge the University that as it builds up
this department it will tuke into consideration the needs of those
struggling in the field with various types of groups and sponsor ine
stitutes or extension courses that may help these leaders in dealing
with their problems,
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Whereas, during the slump in legitimate drama, coeincident with
the economic slump in the country, amateurs have given themselves to
gpontaneous efforts in play«form-in churches, schools, city-playe-
ground, library, settlemenis, and various dramatiec groups;

This Committee urges the University of Iouisville to unite with
the Junior league and others interested in capturing and co-ordinating
these elements of dramatic expression in a movement for a theatre for
the youth of Iouisville, The Louisville Free Public ILibrary in its
Children's Department would furnish source material to the leaders in
thig department of the aris,

The White House Cummitiee on Youth outside of Home and School
urges that famiiiarity with the resources of the Childrents Iepart.
meat of the library bpe sought by all who bhelieve that the library is
ogx maos: valuable ald in detemmining a betier trend of evenis and
ideas. ’

The wast importance of Youth in Industry shows plainly in the
disturbad rontines of today. The construciive forces of the church,
library, recreation department, and privsate agencies Ly cooperating
with home 2ndl school in benalf of youlh may bring it to pasg in the
future that young people will not be saerificed to parental iguncrance
and industrial greed,

The Committes on unwholesome influence found abominztiona in
our midat; the presence at a late hour of 11tt-§‘bcya in pool rooms
reeking with profane and filthy language; tke sale of peanute and
pop corn by 1ittle boys at & late hour in & theatre where 2 wrestling
match was toking place; bthe zale of liquor ia the cafe where dancing
takes plage; the sale of salacicus literoture at drug stores and news
stands; &1d vice rampant Iin certain seclious of our city. The ehild
labor cases just mentioned were reporteéd io the Stédte Iabor Inapector
and promptly acted upos, The Committes commppnds the Couwneil of
Churches for the valuable services i1t rendsrs Louisville. The Commit-
tee recommends that the Nayor, the Juvenile Court Judge, =nd the Fost
Msster Genersl of the United States of Ameriga take B}&ys for the con~
trol of their problems. - by \

‘ , ,
The Commiitee on Communiiy Tuvirfrment Hag Qa‘impﬁrtant place in
this study because we must have better surroundings if we are to have
better citizenschip. We realize with Kr, Thraﬁghrkthat ®the gang of a
city springs up in the intersilces of lts varipus sections and there
plots evil in 8 no men's land,* The Cormitteeg wiches to express its
apprecintion of the Work of the Women's City Club whick has bent ite
effort toward a better community enviromment. ; From‘its initial work
for better garbage disposal t¢ itao present pa%@icipaﬁaan in the City
Zoning Plan, snd its work for betier housing and lighting for negroes,
this club has concerned itself with our need for more residential

areas which are desirable becausc they pessess hospitzlity in which good

local voluntary associations can flourish. If jouth is %o grow up
strong and vigorous it rust have s clean, beautiful, well lighted city
in which teo live, i

By s
,{}-.a_ﬂi'.‘f Y

4. -.‘.“;‘ -
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cm;nittee on Community Environment has an important place in this
study beauwe we must have be t.ar surroundings if we are to have better
citizenshiyp.) ¥e realize with My, Thrasher that "the gang of a city

it the interstices amta various sections ‘end there plots

\man?s land." The Committee wishes to express its appreci-
ation of the WQrk of the Women's Cily Club vhich hus be,n.t its effort
toward a better\gommnity enviromment.“JFrom its initialiwork for better
garbage disposal\po its present participidion in the city\ztming Plan,
and its work for bstter housing amd lighting for negroes, this club has
concerncd itself wi our need for more resideptial areas which are
desirable because the onsess hospitality in xﬁ;i.ch good loca.l, voluntary
asgociations can ﬂourt . S

i

ol 'me vast impartance o?*"!outh in Industry shows plainly in the
disturbed routines of today. The constructive forces of the church,
library, recreation department, and private agencles by cooperating with
home and school in behalf of yomth may bring it to pass in the future
that young people will not be sacrificed to parental ignorance and ine
dustrial greed. '

"hereas, during the slump in legitimate drama, co-incident with the
econonic slump in the country, amateurs have given themselves to Spone-
taneous efforts in play-form-in churches, schools, city-playground,
library, settlements, and wvarious dramatic groups,

Be it resolved that this Committee urge the University of Iouis-
ville to unite with the Junior League and others interested in cape
turing and co-ordinating these elements of dramatic expression in &
movement for a theatre for youth of louisville, The Icuisvillie Free
Public Library in its Children®s Department would fumish source
material to the leaders in this department of the arts., - The White
House Committec on Youth outside of Bome snd School urges that famili.
arity with the resources of the Children's Department of the librory
be sought by all who believe that the library is our most valuable
aid in determining a better trend of evenis and ideas,

PN

The report closes with recommendation of the commitiee on the
i oorrelation of the arts that the culture of the ages be brought to
_/} youth, that a discriminating taste be developed through folk-songs
and dances, choral singing of the simple classics, acquaintance with
masterpieces of painting and seulpture, and rhythms in pcetry illus-
trating the kinship of the aris,

Nos It uth is to grow up strong gorous it wust Save a clean,
heautiful ell lighted ¢ in which liva, Youth in Ixdustry con
\unite in Sch%n&

_. The gommittoe on\tha Gorrelation of the irts urgea the \\ﬁtudy of
art, forms, to develop \the disc :g{é\azhe faculty, to stimulale imagine

ative and areative tho evepent, a to inculeate lues
spiritual = aesthetia,\aad, is end, rea nends the following
practical su‘&g,eations'

$327,
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YOUTH OUTSIDE OF HOME AND SCHOOL
Frances Ingram, Chairman

Summary

The Committee on Youth outside of Home and School
submits the following summary of the reports of its various
sub-committees dealing with influences in the life of youth
outside of home and school. Youth is defined by the White
House Conference as young people under eighteen years of age.

This study deals for the most part with the four
chief constructive agencies in the life of youth in the com-
munity - the churches, agencies offering programs to girls,
agencies with programs for boys, settlements and other neighbor-
hood agencies., Play and safety programs, the motion pictures,
the theatre, unwholesome influences upon youth, the radio, read-
ing, camping - all bear vitally upon the lives of young people.

The strength of the churches in Louisville is indicat-
ed by the fact that 39,653 young people under eighteen years of
age are receiving religious instruction in 195 churches of the
211 reporting. The churches are calling for able adult leader-
ship to promote strong programs of wholesome and varied activi-
ties for young people on week days as well as on Sundays. Such
programs would tend to sustain interest and to develop a sense
of responsibility and qualities of leadership.

Many programs for the girl and for the boy have been

planned and carried forward successfully by a number of groups -
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the Y, M. C, A., the ¥, W. C. A., the Y. M, H. A., the Y. M. I.,
the séttlements, the city recreation departments, the Boy Scouts,
the Girl Scouts, the luncheon clubs, and the patriotic sccieties,
These programs reach only a small percentage of the youth of the
city; but the small staffs permitted by cut budgets do reach the
maximum number.

The settlements and community houses are common meet-
ing grounds for all ages. The activities of the settlements
are as various as the neighborhoods in which they are located -
unemployment relief, interpretation of the foreign born and re-
creation are main interests in different localities.

The story of the wandering boy presents a tragic pic-
ture of the lack of a vital interest in his home or in his home
surroundings.

Summer life in Louisville is centered in the activi-
ties of our city playgrounds. ILast summer 209,093 participated.
Play and safety are twin interests. Playgrounds have safety
clubs which take care of the safety of those children using the
playgrounds. That child safety education has been effective is
proved by the fact that child accidents have notably decreased.

The motion picture has an aroused public scrutinizing
its reels. Nationally, the problem has been studied scientifi-
cally for the past four years (1929-1933) by psychologists,
sociologists, and educators. The local forces are more or less
in a state of organization at this time, but there is interest

in the problem, and work is being planned.
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In the last decade with the decline of commercial drama
outside of the films, there has arisen an increased interest
among young people in amateur dramatics, and plays given in the
schools, by the churches, on the playgrounds, at the settlements
have become an important part of the life of youth in the city.

The tremendous educational and entertainment value of
the radio, as well as the means to power and propaganda are the
factors of interest in the radio. Cur local radie authorities
recognize this responsibility, and/peginnings have been made to
cooperate as wisely as expansion seemed to allow.’

Two years ago (December 3, 1931), the Louisville Free
Public Library organized its "Children's Reading, Dramatic, and
Story-Telling Clinic®™, This clinic has made a scientific study
of the voluntary reading of the fifth grade children, white and
colored, in the public schools to discover the natural interests
and literary appetites of children.

During the past summer eight summer camps furnished
outings to 2,313 individuals, Activities were varied, - the
most popular being nature study, camp craft, swimming, first aid,
and music. Volunteers and campers were given every opportunity to
develop leadership. Refreshed by sunshine, fresh air, and good
food, these campers were made healthier and happier from the
summer experience,

Despite the fact that many agencies are doing construc-

tive work, we find when we look about us many pit-fal ls, and
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we know that with conditions as they are in our city, it is
difficult for youth to find its way.

The committee on unwholesome influences reported a
prevalence of abominations which menace youth. The recommen-
dation carries & plea for action based upon this list of dis-
torted forms of commercial recreation.

The report of the Committee on Community Environment
has been given an important place in this study. We realize
with Mr. Thrasher that the gang of & city springs up in the
interstices of its various sections, and there plots evil in
a2 no-man's land. The committee wishes to express its apprecia-
tion of the work of the Women's City Club which has bent its
effort toward a better community environment. From its initial
work for better garbage disposal to its present participation
in the City Zoning Plan, and its work for better housing and
lighting for negroes, this club has concerned itself with our
need for more residential areas which are desirable.

The trend of the time in the industrial field is
indicated by the fact that twenty states have endorsed the
Federal Amendment, The facts given in this report concerning
child labor in EKentucky are taken from the records of the Consumers!
League of Kentucky and of the Kentucky Child Labor Association,

The most important organization operative in Jeffer-
son County, excluding schools and Sunday Schools, is the 4-H Club
of Farm Projects which has 311 boys and 400 girls between the
ages of 10 and 18 years, The letters stand for Head and Hand, Heart

and Health, all of which are employed in the natural education of
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youth in a farm family. The big annual event of 4-H Clubs

is Achievement Day which comes at the end of harvest and repre-
sents a whole year's work. Cups are awarded and certificates
distributed for distinguished service. All of this work comes
under the departments of Agriculture and Home Economies of the
University of Kentucky.

The reports from sixteen institutions were scanned
for recreational activities for the dependent children in them,
While there seemed to be an attitude of good-will toward the
play spirit of children, there is a recognized need for more
recreational facilities and more personnel workers trained to
conduct activities to satisfy the play-spirit.

The report closes with recommendation of the committee
on the correlation of the arts that the culture of the ages be
brought to youth, that a discriminating taste be developed
through folk-songs and dances, choral singing of the simple
classics, acquaintance with masterpieces of painting and sculp-

ture, and rhythms in poetry illustrating the kinship of the arts.
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g YOUTH OUTSIDE. THE HOMB AND SCHOOL

1.

3.

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR SUMIN CANDPS

Youth Under Righteen Years.

Neme of CampeLouisville Fresh Air Home
Location PeVee Valley, R Xy
Transportation Automobil

GINERAL INFORMATION
Total number of different individuals attending your camp during

summer of 1933 972  How many stayed one period? 447
How many ataysd more than one period?

_ ~ How many spent wesk ends only? 40
Total number of days! oare given 682

What was the approximate cost of Gars per day per 1ﬁﬁividﬁﬁi§§§:2gii::
(Include salaries, administration cost, ete., but eliminate expend=
itures for gapital improvements)

How is your camp financed? = Community Chest
How many were sent on campships? lone R.F.Dutquﬁver¥body helped
0

h _soms phase gamp work,
HEALTH AND SANITATION
What kind of medical examination was required? F Lal Fxaj

Vhen? 3 days before leaving for campBy whom given? See note below,
Was typhoid immunization required? No ' - -
Did you keep health records of campers?iCamper weighed before and after
Is any follow m» work dons on defects found through examination? Not

this year becauss with a cut staff this was impossible.
Vas your camp visited this summer DY an InBpector rrom Lhe OF
of Health? Yes If so, when? Before the camp opened

Did you have ». qﬁEif?Ie&_Red‘crasa Bxaminer in charge oi swimmingties
Other Senior Life Guards? Ye Jurior Life Guards? Yas
Vhat medical supervision did you have at oamp?Qggggggﬁigiggﬁga_n_nﬁz__
How often was the drinking water tested?Before opening and each wee
How often was the swinming water tested? Hach week

Was milk pasteurized? ¥Yes . ..—e.Orade A7 Yes,
Did you have any serious illness? NO
Did you have any serious accident? Xo Ty '

State distance to nearest doctor Across Hoad Transporiation Walks
Btate distance to nearest hespital E_Sigggﬁ X-Ray Available? Yes,
Did you have telephone service? Yes ~If not, nearestphone? _

—

Family Physician or Dr, H, B, Strull, Dr, R, R, Elmore, Dr. J. K.
Freeman, Dr, J, W, Galvin, or Dr, J. J. Glaboff,



#2- westiemire for Sumuer Camps.

DIBRT '
Tovas a apecial diaﬁ allowed for the under-nourished camper? Yes

e

6.

Were your meals planned by a trained Home Heonomics Worker? Yea~-Vol.

Vere menus pilanned Tor weight gaining! L Wall=balanced _diel was planrdd
which resulted in weight gain for many ITndividuals.

PROGRAM
Vas any provision made for s less active program for the undernourish-

ed campe?Program made to meet needs of differedt aged groups and cond-
ons,

What record do you keep of a camper's interest, aoctivities, Bbility,

and character? None
Vos a report of a specgial nature made to social agenofea sending
children to camp? Report was made when requested,

Was there any mriatian in ;reur daily program this last year z’rom
‘ather seasons? . cogram ﬂthe Camp was a Varied ﬁme.

How
? : ﬂtarﬁ' SZAA TN IR ORI LY L ——
1at_01assen were tau nt? 1 lancing, pardening, Tis
, hiking, 3 [7ig_games, volley and
baaébifi :
STAFR

Yumber of camp staff 5§ _ Paid 5 _ Full Time 4 _ WBart Time_ 1

‘Number of volunteer ciunselors 30 How oblained  Sce Note Below,

63 Voluntesres furnished transportation.,
Did your counseliors ajhLend a epecial camp LRELNLNG COUrse? 0. A
number of volunteers came from normah scheol and various colia%ea.

If you have any repor: or comment of special interest on camp this
summer, will you please #nclude it in $his report?®

Submitted by
Please mail to

ADDI 2T ONAL INFORMATION

Friends and others who were interested in the different phases of
camp life,
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WHIT? EOUSTE CONFIRUNCH
o Three Main Divisions
L. Medical and Public Fealth Service, 2, Social Welfare,
3. Rducation and Training.

YOUTH OUTSIDE OF HOME AND SCHOOL
Section 3 - Committee G.

Miss Frances Ingram =~ Chairman,
428 South First Street,
Louisville, Kentucky.

Youth Qutside of Home and School is one of seven sub-
comuittees under Committee 3 on Bducation and Training.

November 20, 1933

Dear Friend:=-

The White House Conference on Child Health and
Protection is making an extensive survey, and as chairman on
"Youth Outside of Home and School", I am writing to ask you
to fill out the enclosed questionnaire. We hope to receive
a full report from every Church in the city, in order that we
may know what has been accomplished in the past and what may
be accomplished in the future.

I shall greatly appreciate your co-operation if
you will fill out the answers and mail to me before De-

cember l1lst,

Very sincerely,

__ L2
Frances Ingram, Chairman
Youth Outside of Home and School Committee.




A65 3

SEL

(;V)&\J\,} TP {:’,Afvi (Y} A ‘.i! (‘1
todt DMaaduwddf ~

¥HITY HOUSK CONFERENCE
Jefferson County

YOUTH OUTSIDE OF BONE AN SCHOOL
Seetion III«-Qaunitﬁﬁc G.

Francer Ingrom, Cheirmean
Junuary 25, 1934,

Surmary

This study deals with four main gonstructive agencies in the
1ife of the coprunity: the shurch; sagencies offeriig programs to
girles; sgencies enhancing the 1ife of city bo 8; fnd neighborhood
ageneies, of which the Settlement touches & gréat number.

Play and safoty programe of the cityy the motion vieture, the
theatre, nnd various forms of commercial regreation; the radio, the
livrary, and cemping,~-all have jrs ediase effaet upon the lives of
young people, each influsnse waving. i8nowa way with youth.

The vest imvortunmes of Youth lu Iaduatry shows viaialy in ke
dictuyhed routines of today.

Youtk in Fupal Iife, =ith ite dominant anc eatisfying ianterest
in 4.8 Ciubs, is & story all 4%c owm.

The committee on Cdmyunity Environment has an important place
{a thin study because we must have hetier surroundings if we are to
have better citizedAshiy.

The report @loses with recomrendation »f the cormittee on the
correlation of the arses that She eullure of the agne be brought te
youth, that a diserimiwmting taste be develapsd thryough folkesongs
end desees, choral siaglag of the simple clos:fes, acmnlatance .
with masterpiecen of palnting wnd seulpiure, and vhythaa ia poetry
iliuatpating the ktaship of the arts.

Churches 211

This revcort govers 888 churcpes ia Louisville. There are
=442 young peovle wiier eighteen yaars of aps veeeiving raligi-
ous iustruction in 198 o whe-churches reporiiag. A frerent chuwreh@s
nave 4ifferent ways of lmparting relicious instruction 0 young
seounie. Thie report includes: Catholie, de ish, Unitarion, Chris-
tian ‘cieatist, Unity Truth, Interedenominstional, and various
pProtectant denoninations, both white and coloxed.
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Ye fTound churches very responsive to the cuestionnsires sent
out. Churches ayre meiing o tremcndous effort to eep their young
seople in the chureh, Thelir progroas offer o varied list of ceo-
tivities desipgned bo interest youug seople. In many inctonces, he
castor is overburdened with his dutlies, und the commitier recommends
that hin parishioners kelp hinm besr Lis burden.

25 siasle out one desomination, there are ia the city 52
colored Baptint ehurches, big and litcde, Of this aurber, omly
£iftesn sre selfesupportia-; ihf resae thet the porior mnet ewr
tis liviag by other work ts sunplement hir income.

In ramger %o the questian vut to churches, ®%hat do you conaider
the chis? neod of vouth uader 18 toduy?", the mialsters chowed Lhal
they were alive §o the sericusnsus of the proulenm soafronting then in
¢enling with youth. To ‘uote one who voiced the sentiment of others,
*the chief nced of the young payson iz 3¢ find out vhat is wrong with
ou> econ-wig ovier and vy %o f£iad cut how 4% can Le ehonped, no Tt
re gam obdein enonsmic security for nimeelf cad Lis family; the aced
of nesquete ey eduention; alse the need of odesunie rocrsatloa oo
et Whe cony young peezle wha ere waenployed may Dnow how U9 une leiw
suret

311 vostors folt the need of betler spivitusl lsaderohd; snd
wore leaders trained ia relizlows edwcation. The elisf is that
voung -e2csple saat €5 have aa apgyrssiation of opizitunl yalucs, that
they want ool Chrietllce chapoc ke Lo exaunlaen smd losn muke-selieve
Christianity. Youih s hungry Lor rell jlous euperionce,

Gisys and Yove

1t noe bees safld that Ypeopie go o pleces Bopauos of Lome OO
diviong'. Thaere bore eoxditioan are peri aad poavel of our suonomie
iiis, 2ad youbh Mes the hreat to sony Jithoah Dao ving what 1% is all
abeut, Te will acs peally kasw the ell for rears to cong, It i3 as
& nreventusive as well aa o palliative that the ¥, . €. A, ¥. ¥. C. A4,
the ¥. B, H, 4., the ¥, ¥, 1,, the se'tloments, the oity vecruction
dapartment, Lhe seouts, the lunchoon glube, and bhe patriotic socliztiem
plon thety boy wad gird vork orograms. Tho pity of tre ukrele oitnsbkion
ip thet theme progrems piamed veach only & small perceantoge of the
youth of the eity; bhut with ouch omall staffs as are permitied by cut
Wadgets, thoy do rosch the muximam nunber.

Comrnyid 5y Hounes

Suring the puet four yearas of unemployment ond fiawacinl slruin,
the Cozsunity Centers and Settlemente have perfommed 2 acrvice of
inealeulable volue, The form of theiyr work being clweys cunditioned
by the im-ediate needs of their loeal compunities, they have offcred
refuge to thousands whe, bafiled, beaten, and bewildered huve socught
advice, asnistance and consolstion within thelr doors. The activie
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ties of the sottlements aye ss diversified as Whe neighborhoode ia
shick ihe Houses are locotede-thus we fing unamployment relief; ine
terpretation of the foreign born, and wholezome recrcation «s main
aptivitics in differsnt loculitics. The sotilements Gre common e te
ing grounds whereun all ages are ¢ noidered, the progruns being une
erystallised L erder to inelude the. variant personalities. The
sebtlements ay. doing & fundamental piece o social sork ia ‘hat they
deal wiik the imdividusl x0% warely oy hims:id, but in relution to
the family ue & whole. From figures submitted by six of the eleven
petilements, we find that 3,698 hoys, 4,179 girls and 5,371 adults
have cawme o setitlement netivitier apd thus have been brought, in
¥iss Jame Addamnis wopds, "the inapiraticn and resources ol he
higher 1ife". “he total sitendusce given by 10 ssteicments and W0
doy useriete-=391,083.

To have DRy apeicLsn doing o cosalruetive Yype of work sad to
thuse chieiiy iulerested Ine figur s sem fomaahing” .  Ssud when we
100k apout us aul sow ke uiay sore ppots in the city agd retlize that
naay wecidons w¥e vieeeridden, we yuulize thiat all thet 1o seing done
iz oub & drop ia (he LbeLcL, Ead thut, ¥ilh sonditione as Lhey aro,
it i¢ difficuls fop youlh tv iimd ity way.

Py b aEoTy

Swesey 1ife ia Lowiowilie o censercu in the asliviide: cf our
6ity pleycrowaas. last swaier, 200, 493 particictod.

SLOy Sde 2R CLY XY BN MWGICR ese ran¥UrOowBhe BLVe SaLuwy
elubs videh Lake cave ol dee sefoly of Geoc Clihatiy o wskay, ke
pleyarounds, That chiid saithy etucasion han soen Bl elive is
speeed oy the lasy dhes shiid LCCLieltE Buvi LOOXowilec,

Youdon jeotures

The meSisd pletwre auw hoo Wy sY¥oust. pubilc cesubaniadng ibs
reéls, dabkionally, the prodlem has been sindiad sciepiifieslly for
The pais four years (13451973} oy psyelologists, gociologiste, oud
sdutntsre, The assedrch haw dven Linancsd by the suyne lund. uuy
Hovie-dnd: Chlldzen” v tho dosk sebiing Forih s compiCnY Tose.eh
o4 the iallucace smd effects of the moetion pielure, »: 80 fax siudied
oy ke Tailiensl Botion Ficlurs Cumiciie P motiul pigiure could be
more saburesling Lhb@ Wis swok shish Gt Loal Al W SOPRIAT Raael
anuugh Llesds %o follow thrdugh Lo some poedet chance., “he duguld Toreen
Gre nGEre o less 1o & stabe of orgeniustaon ab Shis Gins, puL Ghere
js ipterest ia the proplesm, and work 1s beling pAEONGG.

. B o
LNBALEES

' T BT BBG wove Lo st fnis £iPe & copceriled siLwrt W e el
o® lsgegf;ﬁeti";}igg ‘ mifxf;tt%‘ficeg iegitimate drose «iive, there are
gyorywnerc spodd ncous exXpregsicne Ly amsbours ia pluy form. Wk
marig in the 1o6i dgc e Las rwd edwy widh W crowd Bul cvery cooum
copmund 5y ge=churchos, schould, eiby pieyerounds, and seoblencnboee
all glee pla¥3.

A
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It is to be regretted that the Childrents Theatre Guild,
taunched & few years oo, was later discoatinued.

~ last swmer the eity playprounds did play-writing and play-
srodueing wvhich renrosented live purdieipstion throughout the eity.

Commercial Influenges

The Compittece on uavholesome influence found abominations in
ouy midst: the presence at & late hour of little boys ia pool
yooms reexing with profune apnd filthy language; the sale of peanuts
and pop cornm by litile boye &t & late hour in a threatre vhere =
wrestling motch was taking place; the sale of iLiquor in the eafe
where dencing takes place; the scle of "sulacions litersature™ at
drug stoyes snd novestands; and vice rampant in eertain sections of
our city. The child la.or cuses Just meadioned were reperted Lo
the 3tate Lavor Inspector and propmptly webed uwpon., The Commdtiee
commende the Council of Chuyches for the wvaluzdle services it renders
Louisville. The Comnmittec recomsems thot the Mayor, the Juvenile
Court Judge, snd the Poot Hanter Coperal of the United States of Anere
fca tuke steps for the contrel of these problems,

Radio

The stupendvus sudiense veinp reached by the voice from ke
mierohone makes cenzo¥ehip devolve upon the few hundred byoode
gasters. Our locnl authorities ure cognizent of this rooponeiblility,
wad peginaings have peen made W gooperate o wisely oo the hur: icune
expenvion sesmed to allow. The Lremondous cduentional umd entertoine
ment value of the radio, as well as the nemns to power and propaganda
are the faciam of interest ia the rudio, Cur logul dhitions have oeen
very gencrous in sssligning time Lo sohonlu, colleges, and givic pro-
LTS

Pwo yeurs ugo {December 3, 1931}, the Louwiovilie Free Publiec
Library nrpanized its *Childyents Xeading, Drematic, and Story-Telling
Clinic":. There are eight committees assisting the Chiidrent's lie
brarian {Iastitutions, Homs Library, Scientific Burvey of Children’s
yeading in schools, Irapatic, Sunday Schouwl librurice, magasines and
2:&3 pers, motion plotures and the youth of today, Booik Shop Commit.
tees),

Thie elinic hoe madc & selentific rtudy of the voluntory reide
ing of the ¥ifth Crude Childron, white cpd eolored, in the publiec
aﬁgggls to discover the astursl intercats amd literuyry appetites of
€. igyen,

- The Home ommititee of the clinic iz endenvoring o ealist the
interect of intelligent mother on behalf of home supexvigion of
childrents recding and o aring 4o their atiention the expert guidinece
which is available in the Children®s Department of ouyx librury.
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Veluasole lists of children's plays have been prepuared by the
Iromatic Committee. These may be procured at the librory, The
librory needs more bOOKs of plays which would be source matorial
from which pleyers could draw, sad the librury would welcoue such
gifts. The clinie has built a rom for ss.emuling coutumés, ok
ia asking for gifts, which may be rented o schools or other groups
giving plays. 4o chief function of & livrary is to supply materials
for lemders ia ehildren's work in the city.

The " ite House Committec on Youth omtside of Home and Scho 'l
urpes thaet fumilinxity with the resourcec of the Childrents leptirte
ment of the library be sought by all whe velieve that the librory io
our most valuable aid in determining o vetter tread of evenis and
ideas,

Turing the pant susmer eight swmeer cumps furnished cutiags to
2,313 iandividuals. These cumps wire financed by private cubssyiption,
vy the Couricr Journal Fresh ALy Pund, aad oy the Commnity Chest,

A redical examiantion was requirsd of all those who went to ciap,
The various comps were gulded by the State Boaru of Health ia curiung
for scnitation and in ceeping the water supply cleun, The foud was
sholesome, and special stiention was given to the diet of under-
nourished chiidren,

Activities verc varied,--the nmost popuddr being feture Fiudy,
comp oraft, swimming, first udd, wnd muolc.: Yoluntecrs and cumpers
sere given every opportunity to develop lesdership.

Gefreshed oy sunshine, fresh oir, and good foud, those campers
were wmsde hewlthier and happier from the sumner expericnce.

. The growth of urbad unite of populution cnd the consg uenl icps
of the tewn meeting snd the shurch gatherings so potent factors in
moulding comamity thought and zsciion has yesulled in isolasion of
many fomilieu, especially of those who have pigrated from ruresl
districts.. Om the sehool pluyprounds, children ayre tewned by height
and weight rathey than oy soquaintoncg or neignborhood LTOBLO.. The
soeial 1ife of the cless room does aod earry over to the home,
detghbors dv mot "neighbor®. However, oven with this loss of curmanily
1ife, the altruilstic urge of some of the urbun gitizens hes foand
outlet in the crganization of grrtuis "intercst groups® w ieh heve
aroused civic conseiousmmess, moulded public opinion,unc carried out
projecte of veried aature which hove furthered the public good. This
survey presents, as typical, @ report of one orgunization, city wvide
in its veope, the Louisville Yomen's City Club; one, definitely
funciioning inm & suburt whish reluins most remurkebly the charucteris.
ties of a separate smell town, the Crescent Jiill onen¥s Cluby one, &
City Zoaing and Plamning commission authorized by law and functionins
a8 8 part of the mumieipul governmeni; and onee«the school jmrden
srojectesunder the supervision of the jpublie schoule, but 80 Life
resching in ity influence that it demands recognition s & fagsor
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in civie beautification und betierment.

Ve realize with My, Thrasher that the gung of a eity spryings
up ia the intersticer of ite vuriowe ceetione and there plots evil
in a no-ssn¥s land.,

“he comittee wishes to exprens %6 appreciation of the work of
the Vomon'e City Club which hos bent its effort toward a ‘nettw SO
munity e.vironmenmt. From $ts iniitlul work for better garvage dise
,ms&l to its preseat participation in the City Zoning Plan, and its
work for bettey housinm: smd lighting for negroes, this club has Gulke
aerned itselfl with our need for nor¢ repidentisl arens which axe
desirable oegouse they pussess hospitality in which good locul vole
untary associations com flourish., I youth iz to grov up etrong
and vigorous it must have & e¢lewn, beautiful, well lighted clty in
shich to live,

The trepd in the indusiriel ficld is indicuted by the fuet that
20 states have pasoed the Child Labor Anendment.

Youth snd Bursd ISfe

The most important orgunizaiion operetive in Jefferson County,
exgluding schools and Sunday Schools, is the 4« Club of Farm Ffrojects
which has 311 boys and 400 girls botuween the sres of 10 wmd 1 yewrs.
The letters stand for Health, Heurt, Head and Fand, all of which aye
saployed in the uatur:l education of youth in & fayrm fomily. The big
an wal event of 4-H Clubs is Achieveusnt Jay which comes sl the kad
of haypvest and ropresente 4 whole yesr's work. Oups are awnrded and
certificiten distributed for distinguished nerwvice, ALl of this work
gomes under the depurtments of Agriculture snd Home Eoonomies of the
Univercity of Hentucky.

The renorts from sixteen fastitutions were seunned oy recre-
stional activities fop the dependent children in them. While thoere
secmec tu be un atiitude of good-wili towayrd the play spirit of
thildren, there is a fecogxziked aped for more reoyreationsl fscilie

ties and moye perscnqel soriers trained o gsonduet sctivitias o
satisfy the play-spirit.

The committec on the Correlution of the .ré: believes that the
gtudy of art forms will develop the diceriminutive faculty; wil.
atimuiate imaginative snd orentive thourht ond aschicversab; =il}
inculcute values spivitual apsd aesthotie; «31. ealiven fa.ith and
engourage roverence: and will guicken the sease uf humor. To that
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end, this committee rocommonds the Lollowing practical cug cotions:

1. The attaimaent of clear, concise, and vivid mendal pictures
+f sequentisl pericds in history by meuns of drumatic,; poete
ieal, or musicul presentations which are accursate ant Stimie
Isting.

2, Simplified outlinec of the evolution of art forms of primi-
tive timdo with cyacoticnl applications of the principles to
every day living.

Hr. Cale Young Fice sugges.s, apropos of the Lfiet that poetry is
not us widely useful as it sight be, that it hae Found no host of are
tistic interpretera such, for instuince as music hus in 1%: sinpers and
players. We tuciily admit, Hr, Rice mays, thet it is the greatest of
the artz by mazing it the only one thot puet be studied in all our
schools and eolleges, but we negleet to provide artistes who cun
pesutifully read it aloud. HEillions of dol ars, he yemindo us, are
given annually for the interpretation of music, or for providing
art gallsries, but nothing is done for poetry. Ome gift of 200,000
put into & school for truining exquisite readers of poetiry and sencing
them out over the lund might prove of inculeuledle benefit not only
in oreating a love of poetry aad o wide uoe of 1%, tut in iadirectly
engoursging the writiag of great poetry. 1t is amucing that such a

ift has never been made,
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UNWHOLESCME INFLUENCE
(Commercial Recreation)

‘Report of Sub-Committee to White House Conference Youth
Cutside of Home and School Committee.

This Committee, studying commercial recreation in the city of
Louisville, studied establishments which come under the caption of,
"Other places of Commercial Recreation.® These represent pool rooms,
howling alleys, dance halls, boxing shows, wrestling shows, and cafes
where dancing is conducted. Other places of commercial recreation
which fall into this class were not studied because they were not in
operation at the time the study was made, These places might be men-
tioned as, boat excursions, carnivals, and amusement parks,

A list of pool rooms and dance halls in the city was obtained
from the secretary of the sinking fund at the City Hall. With this
list as guide a committee of four men conducted a survey of the es-
tablishments mentioned above. :

0l rooms

Forty-one pool rooms were listed.  Thirty of these were visited,
Eight of this number had discarded their tables, and in two other
places the tables were not being used. Thus twenty of the thirty
places observed were conducting active pool rooms. OFf this number
half were located in the business district and the other half in the
area of deterioration, i. e. the area dividing the business district
from the residential district.

In three of the active pool rooms there were small side rooms
used for gambling. In one of them there is a very active horse
racing "Bookie"., In five of the places where the pool tables were
discarded, card tables were in use for gambling of various sorts.

Of the twenty active pool rooms, only four were recommended as
being suitable places for men and boys. It may be stated here that
these four represent the larger centers where business men of a high
type seek their recreation. There were no youths under eighteen years
present and the general atmosphere was wholesome. In the other six-
teen places many objectionabhbe features were observed. In all of them
there were youthful frequenters, some of them appearing to be not
more than fourteen years of age.

Possibly a few descriptions will offer a more vivid picture, I
shall refer to these as A,, B., C., D., E., F., G., H,

(Gargotto's - 207 W. Jefferson)

Two boys who were under fourteen years (we must state now that
some of our statements regarding ages are mere guesses, but in some
cases we give accurate ages through a check on available records)
were standing along the wall watching two men play a game of pool -
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for a side bet of twenty-five cents per game. One player was losing
and stated the fact very clearly in the foulest of language, and he
missed few words known in the vocabulary of filth. - The boys were just
part of the whole, and the talk just seemed part of the picture. 1In
the rear of this place is located the "Bookie®. Three boys known to
be under eighteen years had easy access to the "Bookie" room,

B. (Third Street Pool Room - 934 South Third)
Three boys who appeared to be under eighteen were playing pool.
One of the boys used a word now and then that would pass in decent
company but the general flow of language was worse than the observer

had ever heard.,

C. (Capital Hotel - 315 Bast Market Street)

In this pool room which is located in a rear room, or rather a
room on the side of &a hotel building, we found a group of men playing
pool for side bets of twenty-five cents. The alr was thick with
smoke, and one wonders how the men stood the lack of fresh air. OCn
three visits to this place young boys were present, either in the
pool room itself or in the bar room which adjoins it. At the bar,
there were tables for ladies who were being served with drinks and it
is usual for ladies teo frecuent these rooms. Between the cafe and
the bar there was a passage-way leading to another room. This room
is the lobby of the hotel. Here we found many men - about twelve to
fifteen - sitting around reading and talking, Just off this room is
the men's toilet., Here we found evidence of one of the gravest dangers
of boyhood. The cheap advertisements of other places are grave enough,
but here we found written on the wall the names and room numbers of
male sex perverts. There were also addresses of women prostitutes
listed here,

Our study leads us to beliesve that this hotel is patronized by
young men who are employed as truck drivers, day labvorers, farm boys
who come to the city for short stays, and bachelors who seek male com-
panionship.

Y. (Jim Ruby - 2133 West Market Street)

Following is a description of one of the places where the pool
tables have been discarded: A long barroom greets us as we enter from
the front. A radio is playing; the bartender is serving drinks and
arguing with the young men in the barroom about the merits of several
Jazz bands. Moving back into another room we find a group of men
playing cards for a small sum of money. A little further back we ob-
serve a group of men - some just over the eighteen year mark - play-
ing cards in a room about eight feet square. The players can hardly
see each other across the table because of the dense smoke. But most
annoying of all, is the presence of an open toilet, not more than four
feet away from the table on which the men are playing,.

Cafes where dancing is conducted.

Since the return of good beer numerous cafes or beer parlors
have come into existence. Although there are more in the city, the
committee has given intensive study to six of these places. The
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following description may show their effect upon the community:

(Howard's Cafe - 919 South Third)
This cafe which is located in the area of deterioration, has a
long bar . in the front room. Here three, and often four bartenders
are busy filling beer orders for the waitresses who serve the many
patrons in the large room in the rear. 1In this large room we find

an orchestra of five pieces playing dance music for all who wish to
trust themselves to move safely across a floor space not more than
twelve feet square. The first note of the band is the signal for the

men to "grab" girls and join in the whirlpool of bodies,

The frequenters of this place are girls of eighteen or just over.
There is no cover charge so the girls come regularly. There are young
men present and despite the proprietor's assurance to the contrary,
there are also present boys under eighteen years of age. Many mature
meén and women frequent the place.

There appears to be present an atmosphere of familiarity and every
one secms carefree. During one visit a fight took place in the girls
wash room. It was discovered that the participants were at odds over
& young man. The evening does not get under way until ten o'clock and
continues on until all have departed at a very late hour.

(Young's Cafe - 305 West Jeffersoq

This place is just about ready to close its doors again. e find
a bar, several booths, a place for dancing, an orchestra, and a rear
room. There hasn't been a great deal going on here, but one morning at
1:30 three boys, all under eighteen years of age, entered and played a

nickel slot machine.

(Bland's Restaurant - .234 W. Main)
This place is located on the first floor of a hotel building. A

bar and lunch counter occupy the left front of the building. In the
rear, an orchestra plays for dancing in a room of about forty by thirty
feet, BSeated at the tables which line the wall are men and women,

young and old. The elderly women are pitiful. Their shabby clothes,
hard talk, and general appearance of hardship endured evokes onet's
pity. The older women are not women of the street, but they do invite
men to call at their homes to see them. The young girls are doing their
best to appear hard and carefree. When the music begins, there ig a
merry scramble for partners, The set offering the most suggestive, most
grotesque interpretation of the dance receives the applause of the by-
standers, It might be well for the department of safety to discover
whether entrances and exits to this place are adequate,

The investigators were surprised by the police about midnight.
A great raid took place. JFrom the entrances into the Restaurant from
the street, the police entered and bodily ejected two young patrons
who were permitted to spend the evening and their money here drinking,
Prostitutes,vdrink‘and suggestive dancing were the dominating features

of this place.
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(Kleinhenz Confectionery, Baxter and Fehr)
This was a very bad place. A dance hall located on the same

floor as the store and beer bar, had as its frequenters men and
women of all ages. A woman who seemed known to all as a prosti-
tute made frequent visits here and sought trade. Numbers of
children freguented this place and absorbed the atmosphere.

The things that happened became familiar to them.

This place was open to dancing on Tuesday, Thursday, and
Saturday nights from eight until one o'clock. Fights were sometimes
started outside the place over the affections of a girl. Irinking
was popular. "Broadway Bertha" solicited the investigators in the

presence of young boys and girls.

This in short is the picture the cafes present to the observer.

Bowling Alleys

Five bowling alleys were visited. PFour of these were well con-
ducted. A league composed of young men and women from various stores
and industries of the city was in progress and everything seemed
wholesome. The general atmosphere wus clean. The competition keen
and friendly. 4 spirit of good will seemed to dominate.

Haager's Bowling Alley - 327 Vest Market Street

It has been mentioned that four of the places were being operated
under socially acceptable conditions.  The fault found in the fifth
place was the language. On one visit there were six bowlers, a few
spectators, one of whom was a boy about eight years of age, evidently
the son of one of the bowlers, Because two of the men were not making
perfect scores they denounced the pin boy in filthiest language. It
was very evident that these men had formed the habit and gave not
the slightest thought to what they were saying.

Dance Halls

Madrid Ball Room, Third and Guthrie

During the time of the study there was only one dance hall in
operation. As for youth under eighteen yeurs this hall presented
no problem. There were, however, many young men and girls present
on the occasion of several visits who were just over that age. The
music furnished here for dancing is the type that represents the best
in the country in public dance halls, To the general observer who
is not too critical and who wishes to allow the young to seek some
diversion this hall may be considered very good. To mix with the
dancers, however, to talk with them, to listen to their conversations,
and to watch their actions presents a different viewpoint.

Some of the people, very many it must be observed, appeared rather
fine, they were probably people whose character might be beyond question,
but one may very easily find other types. Close observation easily dis-
tinguishes the good from vad in an atmosphere like this.

After eleven P. M. an ovserver may discover bottles of liquor on
the tables. Just what happens when young people consume a quantity of
intoxicants, dance, hold each other in close embrace may readily be

imagined.



The conversation of young men in the wash room is usually cen-
tered upon the amount of liquor they have with them or have already
consumed.

For those who wonder at the number of dance halls, we might
mention that the cafes seem to be attractive to the dancers.

Boxing Shows

Dell's - Swiss Auditorium - Preston and Lynn

There was only one show in operation at the time of the study.
No young people were present. The only bad feature of the performance
was oneé Which comes under the head of safety. It was noted that beer
and pop were sold to patrons in bottles., Xxperience has prompted
managers of the large boxing arenas to sell their beverages in paper
cups to prevent the throwing of bottles by emotionally unstable patrons.
On the whole, the show was.conducted in an orderly fashion and offered
clean recreation for all present.

Wrestling Shows

Bavoy Theatre

At the one wrestling show conducted in the city the observers
found many uricesirable features. First of all, there were boys under
the modern code limit employed as salesboys for pop, beer, and candy.

Noisy men and- women were comspicuously present. Many of the
patrons were dirty and the language heard was cheap and disgusting.
To hear a woman yell from her seat in the top of the balcony, “Tear
the ~c-u == arm off that e---- ," was revolting, and was certalnly
a coarsening influence upon the many children present.

The violations of the child labor law found here were reported
to the State Labor Inspector who promptly dismissed the child laborers,

55¥2¢
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" UNWHOLESCHME ISTVLUENCE

(Commereial Recrcation)

Report of SubeCommittee to White House Conference Youth
Cutside of Home and School Committee,

Thie Committee, studying commercial recreation in the eiiy of
Touisvil. e, studied establishrents which come uader the caption of,
"Other places of Commercial Recreation.® These represent pool rooms,
bouling alleyn, deace halls, dboxing shovus, wrectling shovs, ond cafes
where dancing is conducied, Cther ploces of eopmercicl recreation
which £211 into this eless were not studied veczuze they were nobt in
operation at the time the study wao made., These places might be mene
tioned as, boat excursions, varnivals, and ssmesement parks,

A list of pool yrooms and dance halls in the ¢ify was obtained
from the secretary of the sinking fund at the City Hall., With this
list as guide a commititee of four men conducted & survey of the ese
tablishments menitioned above,

Pool rooms

e

Forty-one pool rooms were listed,  Thirty of theae were visited,
Bight of this number had discarded their tables, and in two other
places the tables were not being weed. Thus twanty of the thirty
places observed were conducting active pool rooms, Of this number
half were locabted in the busineus district and the other hall in the
area of deteriorantion, i. e. the area dividing the business district
from the residential distriet. '

In three of the actite poul roums there were small aside rooms
used for zamoling. In one of them there 1o a very scltive horse
raging "Booikie”, In five of the places where the pocl tubles were
diocarded, curd tobles were in use for gamoling of various worts.

0f the tuwenty wetive pool roormo, ouly four were recoprended as
peing sultonle plaeces for men and boys. It may be sioted here that
these four represent the larger ceaters vhore business men of a high

type seex thely recrection. There were no youths under clihiteean yeoys

present and the genersl atmos here wos wholesume. In the other sixe

teen pluces many objectionalve fealures were observed, 1In &1l of them

there were youthful frecueater s, some of them apresripg o ve not
more than fiurteen years of age,

Posgibly o few deveriptions will offer a more vivid picture, 1
shall refer %o these as A,, B., C., ., B., F., G., K,

{Corgottots - 207 U, Jeffersmn)

Two boys who were under fourteen years {ve mumst stote now that
some of our statements regurdimg wpes 4re mere guesses, oul in some
cases we give necursate eges throush o check on avallable records)
were standing along the wall vatehing two men play a game of pool -
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for a side pet of twenty-five centas per game. One pleysr was losing
and stated ahe fact very clearly in the foulest of languege, snd he
missed few words kmewn in the vocabulayy of £ilth. The boys were Just
vart of the whole, and the tulk Just geened : royé of the ricture, In
the reay of this vicee is locuted the "dookie". Three boys known to
oe under el hicon yeurs had euny occess Lo the °®lockie® room,

B. {(Third Street Jool Noom - 034 fNouth Third)
Three boys who a&pnoared to be under eightesn were playing ypool.
“ne of the boye used & word now and Lhen that would pess in decent

company but the general flow of language wes worse than the cbserver
hed ever heard.

., {Capital Hotel « 315 last Mariket Street)

In this pool room “hieh i¢ loested in o reoar room, or rather a
room o the side of a hotel dullding, ve found & growp of men »nlaying
pool for gide hets of tweniy~five cent . The alr wae thick with
amoke, and one wonders how the mea stood the laek of fresh wir., On
three visitﬂ to th'is ,’{“l-z“-cﬁ Joung noys were prasent, e‘:ltn» r in the
pool room iicelf or in the bor room which adjoine 1t, At the var,
there were tables &or ladies who vere beling sorved with driaks Md it
ia wrm.l for lediez %o fresuent theone rooms Jetween the cufoc and
the bar there was a pussageeway leading' e unm:hcr roor, +his room
is the lobuyr of t;he hotel, Here we found nany nen - about twelve to
fifteen « sitting around reudin: snd telking, Just oli thie yoon is
the men's toilet, Illere ve found evidence of one of the pravest danpers
of boybood. The cheap advertipenents of other places are grave enough,
but here we found writicm on the wnll the names and room numbers of
male aex rerverts, There were nlso addresses of women nrostitutes
listed hiore,

Ouy shudy lesds us o beliove that this hotel is patrondzec Ly
young men who are employed us trueXx drivers, day laborers, farm boys
who eorme L0 the eity for short stuys, and m»@he}.cr:z wo seck male Come
nanfonship,

Te (Jim Zuby - 2133 Test Mariet Strect)

**‘oilw*ngr ia a de"cmptim of cne of the pluces wherce the pool
tables have Heen dlocarded: & long barveom grects uws os ve enter from
the front. A vodio 1o playing; the Lbartendey is serving drinks and
arguing with the young men U the varroom noout the morits of seversl
Jazz vands, IHoving buek iagto another yoom we find & groun of men
riaying cords for a small sum of money, A 11itle further vack we ob-
serve o group of men - some jJust over the eighieen yeur nark = playe
ing eards in o room asout Lip,,h* fevt aquhsrc‘ The player:s can hiwrdly
see sgauch ovther acrosa the teble begouse the deunne smoxe., HJut mosat
onnoying of all, is the ;;mscaqe of non npen toilet, not more than fouyr
feet away from the table on vhich (be pmea are playing.

Cafes vhere dancing is conducted,
ilnee the return of good beer numerous eafes or beer pirlors

hove come into existence. although there are more in the city, the
comnitiee huc given iatensive study to six of these pleces. The
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following description may show their effcet upon the community:

{Howard's Cafe = $1lt South Third)

This oufe whiol ig located in the area of deterioration, hus &
long bur in the front room, Here three, and often four bartenders
are pusy filling beer order: for the waitresses who ‘serve the many
patroms in the large room in the resr. Iu this lrge room we find
an orchestra of five pleces playing dance musie for all who wish to
trust themselves to move safely across a floor space not more than
twelve feet souare. The first acte of the bund ic the signal for the
men to "grab® girls and Join in the whirlpool of bodies,

; The frequenters ¢f this pluse are girls of eightecn or just over.
There is _no cover ohurp;e o the girls conme regulariy. There wre young
men present and deupiic the nroprietor®s cosurance Lo the eontrary, .
there are also present boys under eighieen yeurs of epfe, Yony mature
men and wonmen Irequent the place, .

ihere appears Lo be present an atmosphere of familinrity oné every
one seums carciree,. luring one visit o fight took pliee in the pirls
wash room. It was discovered that the narticipadt: were et odis over
a younpe mén, ke evening does not pet under way watil ten ofelock apd
continucs oa unti. &li have departec &t a very late hour.

{Young's Cafe - 300 Vest Jeiferscn

This place Lo juel wpout redy o eleve 465 doors ogein, Ve find
a bar, several booihs, n place for canciug, an orchestrs, and a vesr
room, There hasn®t veen & proat denl going on hére, dut one morning at
1:20 three boys, all under cighteen yeors of nge, cntered and played a
niciel slot muchine.. '

{Bland®s Lestasurant - (3%4 . kain)

Thie pluce is loguted on the firet flowr of o hotel bnildins. A
oar and luiwch ¢ounter occupy the left front of the buildimg. In the
reur, an orchestra plays for dunciag in & room of zbout forty by thirty
fect, Deuted at the tables vhich line the wall) are ren snd women,
young and old. The elderly women are pitiful. Their shebby clothes,
hard feli, and pemeynl apreosrance of hardnhir  enfured evokes one's
pity. The older women ure not wopen of the surect, but they do invite
men Lo ¢ull bt Lheir homes to see them, The younp girle are doiap their
gest to appeur hard and ecurefree. “hen the mueie bepinn, there is &
merry scramble for partaers, The set offerins the most sugrestive, most
grotesque interpretution of the dunce receives the applausge of the Lye
standers, Ii{ might be well for the departnent of safety %o discover
whether entrunces and exits Lo this place are asfecuste,

The ianvestigators were surpriced by the police zhout midnipht.
i great raid took pluge. Irom the entrances into the Festourent from
the streeil the »oliee entersc and bodily elected two younp ~atrens
who were permitted to spend the evening amd thedr money here driniing.
rrostitutes, drink and sugrestive daneing vere the dominnding featuvyes
of this place.
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H. (Zieinhen:z Confectionery, Baxter and Fehr)

This was u very dbad place. 4 dunce hall loeuted on the sume
floor as the store and beey bdayr, had as its frequenters men and
vomen of all ages. A woman wvho secmed known to all as a prostie
tute rade freauent visits here and sought trade. Numbers of
ghildyren frecuented this nluce and tbzorved the atmosphere,

The things that happsned became fumiliar to thenm.

This pluce was open to dancing on Twesday, Thursday, and
Saturday nights from eight until cne ofclock, JTights were sometimes
started outside the place over the affections of s rirl. Jfrinidag
wag porular., *iroadway Sertha” soligited the investigators in the
presence 5f young boyn and cirls.

Thia in short ie the nicturce the cafes present o the cbserver,
Bowling Alleys

Pve bowling alleys were vislted, TYour of thege were well cone
ductec, A lescue compomed of young men ané wvomen from various stores
and industrics of the ¢ity was in progress and everything seemad
wholesome, The gensral atmosphere »us cleun. The competition keen
«ad friendly. 4 opirit of good will scemed to dominate,

Hoaper®s Bowling Alley - 327 lest Mayket Utreet

It hae neen rmentioned thatf four of the places ver: belnp opercted
under socially sccentable eonditiong, The fault fousd in the £ifth
plage was the languafe. OUn one visit there werc six bovlers, u few
spestators, one of vhom was & boy cuout eipht yeors of nge, evidenily
the son of one of tho bdowlers, Hecause two of the men were nob raking
perfect scores they denounced the »in boy in filthient lanpuige. It
was very evident that these men had formed the hubli and gave not
the slightest thoupht to what they were saying.

Tance Halls
Madrid Bull Room, Third and Cuthrie
During the tine of the study there wos only one dmnee holl in

eperation. 4z for youth uader eiyhteen ye rs thie Fall prevented

1o probler. There werc, however, m&ny young men and ¢lrls present

om the cecusion of seversl v.sits who were Just over thut age. The
music furniched here for duneing is the type thut reprecsents the osest
in the couniry ia publie danee halls, To the general obsorver who

is not too eriticaul and who wishes to sallow the young %o sees some
diversion this hall may e considered voyy foof. To mix with the
dancers, however, Ho talk with them, to listen to their conversations,
and to watch their actions precents a different viewpolint.

Jome £ the people, very nany 1t pust se observed, appecred ruther
fine, they were probauly people whose scharucver might oe veyond question,
it one may very easily find other types. Closc cvservution easily dise
tinguishes the good from bad in an atmosphore lize this.

After eleven P, ', sn oboerver may discover boitles of liquor on
the tables. Just shat haprens when young people consume & cuantity of
intoxiecants, dance, hold euch other in olose embrace may readily be
imagined.
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The conversantion of younp men in the wach room iz ususlly Cthe
tered upon the wmount of liquoy they huve with them or have alreudy
consunecd,

For those who wondey at the nunbey of dence hullo, we might
mention thot the gufes seem to be attractive to the dancers,

Boxing Chows

Dell’s « Swios spditorium - Preston wad lynn

There was only one show in operution at the time of the study.
Ho young people were present. The only bad feature of the performance
was cne vhich comes under the head of sefely., It was noted thet bDeer
and pop were sold Lo patrons in bolttles., Ixperience oo prompted
managers of the lurge voxzing arence %0 sell thelr Leverages in paper
sups Lo prevent the throwing of vottlur by ermoticoally unstable patrons.
Cn the whole, the show vwas gonducted in an orverly foshion unc offered
clean reerection for oll prosent,

restliiay showe

Savoy Theatre

At the ome wresiling show cendnctec in Lhe clty the cbeservers
found meny un esirable featuren, Firat of all, there were Loys under
the modern code Iimit employed as salesboys lor pop, beer, and candy,.

Hoisy men and ~-omen were econspicuously prevent. Many of the
patrons were dizty apd the lampuege hosrd vas cheap and disgusting,
Zo heur o womtn yell from her sewl in the top of the baleony, “iewr
the weew =ee orn off thoet n-m," TG re?ﬁl‘s}inﬁ, anc wie ﬁert&im
& coarsening influence upon the many children pregent.

The violutions of the ehild labor law found lLere were reporicd
$o the State Lador Inopector who prompily dismissed the e¢hild lsborers.
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UNWHOLESONME INFLUENCE
(Commercial Recreation)

Report of Sub-Committee to White House Conference Youth
Outside of Home and School Committee

This Committee, studying commercial recreation in the city of
Louisville, studied establishments which come under the caption of,
"Other places of Commercial Recreation." These represent pool rooms,
bowling alleys, dance halls, boxing shows, wrestling shows, and cafes
where dancing is conducted. Other places of commerdial recreation
which fall into this class were not studied because they were not in
operation at the time the study was made, These places might be men-
tioned as, boat excursions, carnivale, and amusement parks,

A list of pool rooms and dance halls in the city was obtained
from the secretary of the sinking fund at the City Hall, With this
list as guide a committe of four men conducted a survey of the es-
tablishments mentioned above.

Pool roams

Forty~one pool roome were listed, Thirty of these were visited,
Eight of this number had discarded their tables, and in two other
places the tables were not being used. Thus twenty of the thirty
places observed were conducting active pool rooms., Of this number
half were located in the business district and the other half in the
area of deterioration, i. e. the area dividing the business district
from the residential district.

In three of the active pool rooms there were small side Trooms
used for gambling., In one of them there is a very active horse
racing "Bookie." In five of the places where the pool tables were
discarded, card tables were in use for gambling of various sorts.

Of the twenty active pool rooms, enly four were recommended as
being suitable places for men and boys. It may be stated here that
these four represent the larger centers where business men of a high
type seek their recreation. There were no youths under eighteen years
present &nd the general atmosphere was wholesome. In the other 8ix-
teen places many objectionable features were observed., In all of them
there were youthful frequenters, some of them appearing to be not
more than fourteen years of age.

Possibly a few descriptions will offer a more vivid picture. I
shall refer to these as A., B., C., D,, B,, ¥., G., H,

A, (Gargotto's - 207 West Jefferson Street)

Two boys who were under fourteen years (we must state now that
some of our statements regarding ages are mere guesses, but in some
cases we give accurate ages through a check on available records)
were standing along the wall watching two men play a game of pool -
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for a side bet of twenty-five cents per game. One player was losing
and stated the fact very clearly in the foulest of language, and he
missed few words known in the vocabulary of filth. The boys were just
part of the whole, and the talk just seemed part of the picture., In
the rear of this place is located the "Bookie." Three boys known to
be under eighteen years had easy sccess ot the "Bookie" room.

B. (Third Street Pool Room - 934 Sourth Third)
Three boys who appeared to be under eighteen were playing pool,
One of the boys used a word now and then that would pass in decent
company but the general flow of language was worse then the observer
had ever heard.

C. (Capital Hotel - 315 East Market Street)

In this pool room which ie located in a rear room, or rather a
room on the side of a hotel building, we found a group of men play-
ing pool for side bets of twenty-five cents, The air was thick
with smoke, and one wonders how the men stood the lack of fresh air.

On three visits to this place young boys were present, either in the
pool room itself or in the bar room which adjoins it. At the bar,
there were tables for ladies who were being served with drinks and it
is usual for ladies to frequent these rooms, Between the cafe and

the bar there was a passage-way leading to another room. This room

is the lobby of the hotel, Here we found many men - about twelve to -
fifteen - sitting around reading and talking, Just off this room is
the men's toilet. Here we found evidence of one of the gravest dangers
of boyhood. The cheap advertisements of other places are grave enough,
but here we found written on the wall the names and room numbers of
male sex perverts, There were also addresses of women prostitutes
listed here.

Our study leads us to believe that this hotel is patronized by
young men who are employed as truck drivers, day laborers, farm boys
who come to the city for short stays, and bachelors who seek male com=
panionship.

D, (Jim Ruby - 2133 West Market Street)

Following is a description of one of the places where the pool
tables have been discarded: A long barroom greets us as we enter from
the front, A radio is playing; the bartender is serving drinks and
arguing with the young men in the barroom asbout the merits of several
jazz bands, Moving back into another room we find a group of men
playing cards for a small sum of money. A little further back we ob-
serve a group of men - some just over the eighteen year mark - play-
ing cards in & room about eight feet square. The players can hardly
see each other across the table because of the dense smoke. But most
annoying of all, is the presence of an open toilet, not more than four
feet away from the table on which the men are playing,

Cafes where dancing is conducted
Since the return of good beer numerous cafes or beer parlors

have come into existence, Although there are more in the city, the
committee has given intensive study to six of these places. The
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following description may show their effect upon the community:

E. (Howard's Cafe - 919 South Third)

This cafe which is located in the area of deterioration, has a
long bar in the front room. Here three, and often four bartenders
are busy filling beer orders for the waitresses who serve the many
patrons in the large room in the rear. In this large room we find
an orchestra of five pieces playing dance music for all who wish to
trust themselves to move safely across a floor space not more than
twelve feet square., The first note of the band is the signal for the
men to "grab" girls and join in the whirlpool of bodies,

The frequenters of this place are girls of eighteen or just over,
There is no cover charge so the girls come regularly., There are young
men present and despite the proprietor's assurance to the contrary,
there are also present boys under eighteen years of age., Many mature
men and women freguent the place.

There appears to be present an atmosphere of familiarity and every
one seems carefree. During one visit a fight took place in the girls
wash room. It was discovered that the participants were at odds over
a young man, The evening does not get under way until ten o'cloeck and
continues on until all have departed at a very late hour.

F, {Young's Cafe ~ 305 West Jefferson))
This place 1s just about ready to close its doors again. We find
a bar, several booths, a place for dancing, an orchestra, end a rear
room. There hasn't been a great deal going on here, but one morning
at 1:30 three boys, all under eighteen years of age, entered and
played a nickel slot machine.

G, (Bland's Restaurant - 234 West Main)

This place is located on the first floor of a hotel building. A
bar and lunch counter occupy the left front of the building. In the
rear, an orchestra plays for dancing in a room of about forty by
thirty feet. Seated ath the tables which line the wall are men and
women, young and old. The elderly women are pitiful. Their shabby
clothes, hard talk, and general appearance of hardship endured evokes
one's pity. The older women are not women of the street, but they do
invite men to call at their homes to see them. The young girls are
doing their best to appear hard and carefree. When the music begins,
there is a merry scramble for partners. The set offering the most
suggestivey; most grotesque interpretation of the dance receives the
applause of the bystanders., It might be well for the department of
safety to discover whether entrances and exits to this place are
adequate,

The investigators were surprised by the police about midnight.
A great raid took place. From the entrances into the Restaurant from
the street the police entered and bodily ejected two young patrons
who were permitted to spend the evening and their money here drinking.
Prostitutes, drink, and suggestive dancing were the dominating
features of this place,
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H, (Kleinhenz Confectionery, Baxter and Fehr)

This was a very bad place. A dance hall located on the same
floor as the store and beer bar, had as its frequenters men and
women of all ages. A woman who seemed known“to all as a prosti-
tute made frequent visits here and sought trade. Numbers of
children frequented this place and absorbed the atmosphere.

The things that happened became familiar to them.

This place was open to dancing on Tuesday, Thursday, and
Saturday nights from eight until one o'clock, Fights were some-
times started outside the place over the affections of a girl,
Drinking was popular. "Broadway Bertha' solicited the investigators
in the presence of young boys and girls,

This in short is the picture the cafes present te the observer.
Bowling Alleys

Five bowling alleys were visited., Four of these were well con-
ducted. A league composed of young men and women from various stores
and industries of the c¢ity was in progress and everything seemed
wholesome, The general atmosphere was clean., The competition keen
and friendly. A spirit of good will seemed to dominate,

Haager's Bowling Alley - 327 West llarket Street

It has been mentioned that four of the places were being operated
under socially acceptable conditions, The fault found in the fifth
place was the language. On one visit there were sBix bowlers, a few
spectators, one of whom was a boy about eight years of age, evidently
the son of one of the bowlers. Because two of the men were not making
perfect scores they denounced the pin boy in filthiest language. It
was very evident that these men had formed the habit and gave not
the slightest thought to what they were saying.

Dance Halls

Madrid Ball Room, Third and Guthrie

During the time of the study there was only one dance hall in
operation. As for youth under eighteen years this hall presented
no problem. There were, however, many young men and girls present
on the occasion of several visits who were just over the age. The
music furnished here for dancing is the type that represents the best
in the country in public dance halls. To the general observer who
is not too critical and who wished to allow the young to seek some
diversion this hall may be considered very good. To mix with the
dancers, however, to talk with them, to listen to their conversation,
and to watch their actions presents a different viewpoint.

Bome of the people, very many it must be observed, appeared rather
fine, they were probably people whose character might be beyond ques-
tion, but one may very easily find other types. Close observation
easily distinguishes the good from bad in an atmosphere like this.

Aftér eleven P, M, an observer may discover bottles of liquor on
the tables., Just what happens when young people consume a quantity of
intoxicants, danc, hold each other in close embrace may readily be
imagined,
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The conversation of young men in the wash room is usually cen-
tered upon the amount of liquor they have with them or have already
consumed.,

For those who wonder at the number of dance halls, we might
mention that the cafes seem to be attractive to the dancers.

‘Boxing Shows

Dell's - Swiss Auditorium - Preston and Lynn

There was only one show in operation at the time of the study.
o young people were present. The only bad feature of the performance
was one which comes under the head of safety. It was noted that beer
and pop were sold to patrons in bottles. ™xXperience has prompted’
managers of the largs boxing arenas to sell their beverages in paper
cups to prevent the throwing of bottles by emotionally unstable
patrons. On the whole, the show was conducted in.an orderly Iashion
and offered clean recreation for all present.

VWrestling Shows

Savoy Theatre

At the one wrestling show conducted in the city the observers
found many undesirable features. First of all, there were boys under
the modern code limit employed as salesboys for pop, beer, and candy.

Yioisy men and women were conspicuously present. Many of the
patrons were dirty and the language heard was cheap and disgusting.
To hear a woman yell from her seat in the top of the balcony, "Tear the
------- arm off that -----," was revolting, and was certainly a
coarsening influence upon the many children present.

The violations of the child labor law found here were reported
to the State Labor Inspector who promptly dismissed the child
laborers,
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UBWHOLLOO S IHFLUNNCTH
{Cormercial Recreation)

Report of Sub.Committee to ¥hite House Conference Youth
Outside of Home and School Committee

Thie Committee, studyling commercial recreation ia the city of
louisville, studied cotablishments which come under the caption of,
*Other placee of Commercial Reoreation.® These represent pos) roums,
wowling alleys, dance halls, boxing shows, wrestling shows, and cafes
where daneing is gconducted. Uther places of commercial recreation
which fall into thie class were not studied becsuse they were not in
operation at the time the study wa: made, These places might e pmene
tioned as, bout excuratons, curnivals, and amusenent parks.

A list of pool rooms and dunce halls in the eiiy was obtmined
from the seeretary of the sinxing fund at the City Hall, Ulth this
list as ruide & comittee of four men conducted & survey of the ege
tablishments mentioned above.

Yool rooms

Torty-one pool youms were listed. Thirty of thecse were visited.
Eight of this number had discarded their tables, and in two other
places the tables were not being used. Thus twenty of the thirty
places observed were conducting astive pool rooms, OFf this number
half were located in the business distriet and the other half in the
area of deterioration, i, e¢. the area dividing the business district
from the residential distriet, '

In threc of the active pool rooms there were small eide rooms
used for gumbling. In one of them there ic a very asoctive horse
vacing *Bookie™. In five of the placec vherc the pool table: were
discarded, card tevles weye in use for gambling of vearious sorts.

0f the twenty active pool roums, only four were recommended &o
veing suitable pluces for men ant boys. It muy oo stabted here that
these four repreaseat the larger ceaters vhere business men of a high
typt seck their recrewtion. There were no youths under eighteen years
nresent and the generul wtmosphere was wholesome. In the other ol Xe
teen places many objectionable features were obscrved. Im all of them
there were youthful freruenters, come of them appeouring to be not
nmore than fourteen yeurs of uge,

Fousibly o few deseriptions will offer o more vivid picture, 1
SML !‘ef#r ‘tO thﬁﬂﬁ 8 Atg j-ii; Ga, ;&"* Eq"' y.g Gl. E. »

A, (Gargottots » 207 Vest Jefferson Street)

Two boys who were under fourteen years (we must state now that
some of ouy statements regarding sges are more guesses, ovut in some
cuses we give agcurate ages through & check on available records)
were standing slong the wall watching two men play & gume of Pool -
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for a side bet of tuenty-~five cents per fume. (ne player was losing
and ptuted the fact very cleurly in the foulest of language, and he
nissed fer words known in the voesbulery of filth. The boys were Just
poxrt of the whole, and the talk Jjust seaned purt of the pieture. In
the resyr of this place is located the "HBoozlis™, Three boys known to
be under cighteen years had easy necess to the *Bookie" room.

{Thire Street Pool Roum - 934 South Third)

Three boys who appecred to oe under eighteen were playing pocl.
One of the boye uved a word now and then that would pass in cecent
sompany but the general flow of lanpguapge was worse than the observer
had svey heard,

(Capital Yotel - 310 Tast Market Street)

Ia this pool room which is locuted in a yesr room, or rather a
room on the side of & hotel building, we found & group of men nlaye
ing pool for side bets of twenty-Live cents. The air was thick
with smoke, and one wonders hov the men stood the lack of fresh alr,

On three visite tu this place young boys were present, either in the
pool room iteelf or in the bar room vhich adjolns it. At the bar,
there were tables for ladies who were being perved with drinks and it
is usual for ladies %o frequent these rooms. Aeiween the cufe and
the bar there was & passise-vwiy lewsding to another room, This room

iz the lobby of the hotel, Here we found many men = suwout twelve to
fifteen - sitting a round resdiag sod talzing. Just off this room is
the men's toilet. Here we found evidence «f one of the gravest danpers
of boyhood, The cheap advertisements of other places aye grave emough,
but here we found written on the wall the names and room numbers of
male sex perverts, There were also addresses of wounen prostitutes
listed here.

Cur study lewds us to believe that this Lotel i patronized by
young men who are employed se truck drivers, duy laborers, farm boys
who ¢ome to the elity for short stuyc, and buchelors who see: male come
panionshin.

{Jin Ruby « 2133 Vent Merkel Street)

Tollowing 1s & desoription of one of the places where the pool
tobles have been disearded: A long barroom greets us us we enter from
the front. A radio is playing; the bartender is serving drinks and
arguing vith the young men in the barroom about the merite of several
jezg bands, MHoving back into another room we find n group of men
playing eards for & smsll sum of money. A little further back we ob-
serve & group of nen - some Jjust over the eightesn year mirk =» plays
ing cords in & room avout eight feet square, The pluayers can hardly
gec esach other across the table because of the dense smoke, But most
annoying of all, is the presence of an opem tollet, mot more than four
feet away from the teble on which the men &re playiag. '

Cafes where dancing is conducted

Since the return of good beer numerous cafes or bheer parlors

have come into existemce, although there are more in the city, the
copmittee has given intensive study to six of these places, The
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following deseription may show thely effect npon the communaity:

&,

(Howurd®s Cafe » 919 Uouth Third)

This esufe which is locuted in the arew of deterioration, has a
long bar in the front rooms Here three, and often four bartenders
are busy filling beer orders for the waitresces who serve the many
patrons in the large room in the reur, In this large room we find
an orchestra of five pieces playing dunce music for &ll who wish to
trust themselves %o move safely across a floor space not more than
twelve feet sguare., The first note of the bund is the signal for the
men to "greb* girls and join in the whirlpool of bodies.

The frequenters of thip place are girls of eighteen or just over.
There is no cover charge o the giris come regularly. There are young
men present and despite the proprietor's assurance to the contrary,
gthere are alsc present boys under eighteen yeurs of ape. Noany nature
pen and women frecuent the place,

Therc apreurs to be present an ctmosphere of Bmilicyitly and every
one seems enrefyee, Iuring one visit a fight took place in the girle
wash room. 1t wap discovered that the participants verc at odes over
& young man., The evening does noi get under woy until ten o'elock and
continues on until all have deparied ot u very late hour,

{Young's Cafe « 305 West Jeffereom) 4
This plage is just about reudy to clome ito doors egain. Ve find
a bar, several booths, & plece for daneing, an orchestra, and & reay
room. There hasn't peen o greoat desl going oa here, but one moyning &t
130 three boys, all under eighteen yearc of sge, entered and played &
nickel slot machine, J

{Blandts Restourant - 234 Vest Main)

This pluoce ias locuted on the first floor of a hotel bullding. 4
bar and lunch counter occupy the left front of the bullding. 1n the
year, an orchestra plays for dancing in & room of about forty by thirty
fest, Seated at the tables which line the wull are men and women,
youngz and old. The elderly women are pitiful. Their shabby slothes,
haxrd talk, and general appearence of hardship endurcd evokes one's
pity. The older women a¥re not women of the street, but they do invite
men to call at their homes to sec them. The young girls are doing
their best to appetr hard and curefree, Vhen the music begins, there
is a merry scramble for partners. The set offering the most sugipestive,
most grotes~ue interpreiatioa of the dunce receives the applause of the
bystanders. It might be well for the department of safoly to discover
whether entrances and exits to thic place are adegquate,

The investigators were surprised by the nolice about midnight,
4 great ruid took place, Yrom the entrances into the Restawrant from
the street the police entered and bodily ejected two yomng patrons
who were permitted to apend the evening and their money hore drinking.
Frostitutes, drink, and sugpestive dancing were the domlnating features
of this place,
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H. (Xleinhenz Confectionery, Baxter and Yehr) :
This was & very bad pluce. 4 dunce hall losated on the seme
floor as the store and becr par, had as its frequenters men and
women of all &ges, & womun who seemed Xnown to all as & prostis
tute pade frequent vinits here and sought trade. Humbers of
e¢hildren fregquented this pluce snd sbsorbed the atmosphere.
The things that happened became familiar Lo them.

This pluce was open to dancing on Tuesduy, Thursdsy, and
Saturday nights from eight until one o'clook, JTights were comew
times started cutside the nlage over the affections of & girl.
Driansing was populay. "Sroadway Bertha™ solicited the investigators
in the presence of young boys and pirle.

This in short is the pieture the safec present Lo the cbserver.
Bowling Alleys

Five howling alleys were visited. JYour of these were well cone-
ducted., A league composed of young men and women from vurious sores
and industrics «f the oity was in progress and sverything seemed
wholesome, The general atmosphero wus clean. The competition keen
and frieadly. & spirit of good will seemed to domintte,

Hasger's Sowling Alley » 327 vest Market Strect

1t has been meatlioned that four of the places were belng operated
under cocinlly accentavle conditions. The foult found in the fifth
vlocewas the language, On one visit there were cix bowlers, a few
gpectators, one of whom was & Doy apout eipght years of age, evidently
the son of one of the bowiers. sSecsuse two of the men ware not maxing
perfect scorcs they denounced the pin boy im filthiest language. It
was very evident that thews men had formed the hapit and gave not
the slightest thought to what they were suying.

Tance Halle

Madyié Ball Room, Third and Guthrie

During the ti-e¢ of the study there wag only one dance lall in
operution. &z for youth under eighteen ysars this hall presentec
no problem. There were, however, many youns men wnd £irls vresent
on the oscasion of several visits who were just over thut age. The
musie furnished here for dancing is the tyne that represents the best
in the sountry in public dunee halls., To the genersl sbserver who
is not too oritical and who wishes %o allow the younp to seek some
diversion this hull may be considered very good., 7o mix with the
dancers, however, to talk with them, to listen to their gonvercation,
and to watch their astions presents a different viewpoint,

Soms of the people, very many it must be cbserved, appeured rother
fine, they were probauly people whose charucter might se deyond cuestion,
out one may very ecasily find other types. Cloce cbservation easily dis-
tinguishes the good frop sud in an atmocphere like thls,

After eleven P. !i, an observer may discover woitles of liquor on
the taples. Just what hapyens when young people consume & quantity of
intoxicants, dance, hold each other inm closu emorace may readily be
imagined.



The eonversation of young wmen in the vash room L& usually cene
tered upon the smount of licuor they have with them or have aslrexdy
consumed.

- Tor those who wonder ai tho numper of dance halls, we might
mention that the ecafes geem to be atirsctive to the dancers,

Boxins Shows

Telli's « Swiss Auditorium - Preston and Lynn

There was only one show in operutiom at the time of the etudy.
No young neople were pregent. The only bad fenlure of the performansce
van one which oomes undeyr the head of safety., It was noted that beer
and pop werc sold to natrons in bottles, Lxperience hus prompled
managers of the large boxing arenas to sell their beverages in paper
eups to prevent the throwing of botiles by emotionally unstoble
patrons,. Un the whole, the shuw was conducted in an orderly fashion
and offered oleun recrection for 1l rresent. /

Vrestling Showa

Bavoy Theutye

At the one wreolling show conducied in the eity the observers
found many undesirabvle features, First of all, there were boys uncer
the modern code limit employed as saleshoyns Lfor nop, becr, and candy.

Hoisy men und women were conspiouously present. Ieny of the
vatrone were dirty and the langusge heard was cheap &nd Gisgusting.
To hear & woman vell £rom her seat in the top of the buleony, "Tewsr the
weme wwe BIM 0L that ceeew,® wos revoliting, and was certeinly &
ovarseaning influence upon the many children present,

The violations of the child labor law found here were reported
to the State Labor Imspeetor who prompitly dismissed the child
inborers.
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UNWHOLBSONE INFLURICR
{Commercial Recreation}

Raport of Sub-Commitiee to Yhite Nouse Conference Youth
Cuteide of Yowe and Sehool Commities

™his Comuities, nmtudying commercial recrastion in the eity of
Louisville, studied emtadlishoents whieh ceme under the caption of,
*0ther vlutes of Cormercisl Heorsation.® These Tepresent peol rooms,
bowling alleys, danece halls, boxing shows, wrestliang shows, and cafes
wsheres daneing is condueted, Other places of commercisl recreation
whieh fall inte this ¢lass weare not studied because they were not in
operation at the time the situdy was made, These ploces might bs mene
tioned as, doat excursions, carnivals, wd amusement porks.

A 1ist of pool roome snd dance halls in ‘he eity was sbiained
from the secretsry of the sinking fund at the Uity ¥all, ¥ith this
1ist as gnide a cmmitie of four men conducted a sw¥eey of the es-
tablishments mentioned nbove,

ool rodms

Yorty-one pool roore were lieted. TSty of these were visited,
Bight of this nusber had digearded their $ubles, snd in two other
rlaces the tables wore not beisng used, -Ihus twenty of the thirty
rlages cbnerved were conducting asctive veol rooms, Of this nurber
balf were loceted in he business &iswirict snd the other half ia the
area of deterieration, i. . the ares dividing the business distrist
from the residentisl disirict,

In three of the =etive pool rocms thers were small side rooms
used for gumbling., In one wf them there is a very ssiive horse
racing "Bookie.” In five »¢ the places whare the pool tables were
discarded, card tebles were in use for sembling of wvarious soris.

¢f the iwengy wetive pool rooms, only four were recommended as
peing suitable places Tor men und boys, It may be stalted here that
these four represent the larger centers where business men of a high
tyrs seek thelr recreatiecn. There were no ybduths under eigshtesn yeaurs
nresent and the seneral atzosphere wae wholssome, In the other Sixe
teen pluces many cbjectionable featurss wers observed, In all of lhem
thare wore youthful frequenters, rome of thes appearing te be not
wore than fourtesn vaars of ave,.

Posnibly s fer deceriptions will offer o more vivid nicture. I
shall refer to these as Au, 3, , gs; Dy, By By, Gu, W

Ay {Bargotte's - 207 West Jefferson Street)

Twe boys who were under fourteen vesyrs {(we must state now that
pone of our statementes regarding ages cre ners guesses, but in sone
cases we zive sccurste agse through a check on available reccrds)
were standing slong the wall watehing twne men »lay & game of poel -
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for u nide vel ~f twaniv-five ceutn -er mase. ‘ne pluyer war leosing
and stated the f.0t very elesarly in the foulest of language, and he
missed few wepds Ynown i the voeabulary of £ilth. The boys wers Just
nart of the whnole, and the talk just seemed naprt of the pictuwe, In
the rear of this »nluce is located the "Hockie," 1hide Doys known to
ba under &f-hteen ve .rn had eusy aceess ot the ¥iookie" roon,

3, {(ihird Ztrest Peel Hoas - 334 Dourth hizd)

Mhree boys whe avng red to be under el hieen were plaving veol,
One of the boys used s word now nd then that would »uas in denant
comoaay dut the reperal flow of langusse was worgse (hen the obuerver
had ever hesris

. {(Canital Yotel « IL5 Zunt Yarkst SBipeet)

In this peol peom vhieh f¢ Llocuted in o resar vemm, or rather o
rocm on the cide «f 2 hetel buildinry, we found o groun of nen laye
in» pool for side hets of twantye-Tive cents. The aiy waz thick
with smoke, nid “fie wonders ¥ow the wen steod the lack of fresh air.

Cn thr- e visite to this »lace young noys 7gre present, either in the
waol room itself or ia the buy room which adjedins it, At the bar,
chare were tables fop ludies who wers boing cerved with drinks anwi §t
ig usual foxr ladies to fre-uant these Poonre,. detwsen the cafe nnd

the bar ‘here was u nasssge=way leading to anethsr room, This »o-r

ia the lobby of the hotel, Yere we found many "M - about Lfwelvs to
fifteen « sitting sround reading ang talking, Just off this room is
the men's toilet, Here we founa evidenss of one of the wavest dangers
of boyhoed, <The chean advariise—ants of other nlaces ure gRave onoih,
but here we found written on the #all the nemes ind Foom nuwbegs of
mule sex nerverts, 1here vere slre wdiresses ofl womwen nrostifules
xiﬂtﬁ h@rﬁw ’ .

fuyr study leads uv to belisve that this hotel is patronized by
young wen who uyra omnleved as truck drivers, day laborers, fars bove
who cone to the eity for short etuys, anl buchalors whe seek mule 0rne
nanionshin.

Dy {Jim iwby » 2133 West Farket itreet)

Following is & deserintion of ene of the nlices vhere che pool
tables have besr discarded: A lonz barreun zrectes us ag ws mter fra
the frent, & radisc is vlaying; the vartender ic seryiny drinks and
arguing with the young menn 11 the barroom aveu' the mepits of several
Jjsz= bands, Foving baek inte asother room we f£ind a group of uen
nlaying curde for 2 snall sue of money. & 1i%tle further Duck we obw
perve a grpoup of men = gore just over the sighteen rear rmurk - ninye
in® earde £n - roun sboul eight fast square. he mlavers can haprdly
see eangk cther acroass the tabls bensuse of the dense smokae, Sut rost
annoyinzs of all, is thke nrecence of an onen toilst, net more haht £ our
faet .way from tha table on which the men ore niaying.

gafes shere dancing iz sconducted
8ince the return -f good Seer numercus cafes or besr nurlers

have o-v8 inte existence, Althoush thers nre more in the city, ths
gormi ttas has givesn inteneive study to six of these pluces, The
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following deserintion may show their effect upon the community:

e

¥

O.

{Howard's Tafe - 919 Houth Third) |

This cafe which is leocated in the ares of deteriopztion, Tan a
long bar in the frent room. Here three, and often four bartenders
are bpusy filline beer orders for the waitresses who serve the »any
patrons in the large room in the reay. In this large roor we find
an orchestra of five pieces rlaying dance wusie for all who wicgh te
trust thapsslves to move safely across a floor space not mors than
twelve fest soucre, The first note of the band is the signal for the
menn to "grab® girle and join in the whirlpeol of bodies,

The frequenters of ihis ploce ave girles of eighteen or just oves,
There in no cover charge sov the girls emme regiularly. There ars young
pen present znd despite the nroprietor's sssurance to the contrary,
thers are also sresent boye under eighteen ysars of amge, Many mature
men and women fragquent the place,

there appears to be nresent an atmosphere of familiarity snd avery
one seems carefree, Juring -ne visit a fight teok pluce in the rirls
waeh Poom, It was discoversd that the partitivsnts were at odde over
& young wman. The evening doss not got under way until ten e'slock and
eontinues on wntil all have derarted at &/ very late hour,

{Yeunets Cafe « 3105 Weat Jefferson) '
his place iz Just sbout ready bo close its doors again. %e find
& bar, several beoths, a clace fof dmnecing, an prchestra, sad a reay
yoom, There hsan't been a great deal going on here, but one merning
at 1:30 three bove, all undes €ightean yer-s of ags, entered and
played s nickel slot maching.

(#1land*s Hestaurunt - 234 Yest Hain)
- This place in located on the first floer of a hotel bullding. A
bar ead lunch counie® vooupy the l=ft front of the duilding. In the
rear, an orchestra plays for danting in o room of about forty by
thirzt v faet, Seated suth the tadbles which line the wall are wen and
women, youngz aat old. The elderly women are »itiful. Thelr shabby
elothes, hard talk, and general arpearance of hapdship endured evokes
cne's sity, The older women are sot wemen of the street, but they o
invite men te call at their hoses to ses them, The young girle are
doing their vest to apnear hard and carefres, vhen the music begine,
there is o perry scrauble for nortners. The set offering the nosi
gugcestive; woat grotescue interpretation ef ihe dsnce receivee ihe
applause of the bystandsre, It might be well for the department of
:gfa‘ty%tn discover shisther esatrances snd exifis te this place are

equata,

The {i.vestignters were surprised by the volice about midnight,
A great raild took place, From the sntrances ianto the Restaurant from
the pireet thre volice entered and bHodily ejected twe young natyens
who were rermitted ts spend tymevening and their monsy here drinking,
Prestitutes, drink, and suggestive daneing were the dominsting
features of this nlece,
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{Fleinhanzs Confecticnery, Baxter and Fehr)

- This was a very bad pluce, A4 dance holl located on the sane
floor as the gtore and beer bar, hrnd as 1%s Lrequenters men and
wanen of all sgeas. A woman who seemed ¥nosn to all az s rrostie
tute wade frequent visits here snd sousght tra&&. ¥ubers of
shildren frequented this nlace and avsorbed the atresrhere.

The thinge that happéned became familinry to thms,

his plasce war open ig danoing on Tuesday, Thursday, snd
Satarday anights froc eizht wmmtil one o'clock:, Fights wers somew
tizes started outeside the place over the affections of & zirl,
Drinking was populsr, "Broadway dertha® solicited the s.nwstigatﬂre :
in the presunce of young boye and ziris,

Thie im short is the picture the cafes presenit to the observer,

Bowling Alleys

- Five bowling alleys were visitad, FNeur of these were well cone
ducted, A leagus composed of young men and wome frox varioue stores.
gnd fndustries of the sity was in grogress and Svorythins seemed
wholescne, The general atmosphere was clesn. The gopnetition keen
and frisndly. A Bpirit of good will seemed to dominnte,

Haapger's Bowling alley = 327 VWest Nadket Street

It has been mentioned that four of the places were being cperated
wmder sceislly aceaptable souditions. The fault found in the fifkh
nlace wan the language. On one vigit there were Bix bowlers, a few
spectators, one of whos was s Yoy ubout eight years of age, evidently
the son of one of the bovlers, Secause tws of the man were not making
verfecd scores thay denounced the rin beoy in filthiest ilangunge., It
was vary evident that thes¢ sen had forwed the habit and gave not
the slightast thought te what they were saying.

Dance Palls

Bpdrid Ball Getw, Third and Zathrie

Duping the'time of th: atudy there was only one danece hall in
eperation. As for youth mder eizhteen yesrs this hall oresented
no problem, There wars, howvevar, mmv roung wen and cirls present
on Sthe otcasion of several viesits who ware Just over the age, The
wusic furnished here for dunsing iz the %yce that represents the best
in the comtry in publiec dance halls. 7o the geteral cbhesrver who
is not too @mtitza& snd whoe wished to allow the youngz to sesk scre
diversion this hall zay be cmsidered very good. To mix with the
dancers , howaver, to talk with thes, to listen to their coanversation,
and to watch thelr sctions presents & different viewpoint,

foxe of the people, very many it must be observed, appesred gather
fine, ithey were probably people whose charaoter might bo beyond quese
tion, but one may very sasily find other types, Close observation
easily diotinguishes the good frow bad in on atuosphers like thise,

Aftér =leven P, ¥, an cbserver cay diseover bottlens of liguer on

- the tables. Just what happens when young »eople consume & quanfity of

intoxieantse, danc, hold eauch other in closs enbrace may reasdily be
fvagined,
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The gopvarsstion of yauns -on 4r $ha wash room i usualliy cone
terad yoor tha amnuwt of Lisuwor they haws with them or have already
consumn~d,

For those vho wonder at the number of danes halls, wo might
nantion that the cafes se=m to be attractive to the daneers,

Doxivy “howe

Pell's « Swiss Auditorium - Praston and Lymn

Thers 'aa only one show in operation nt the time of the M.
¥o young peopls wera presant, The only bad feature of the parformance
was one which comes under the head of safaty. 1t was noted that deor
and pop wera sold to patrans in botiles, "xparience has prempted
mansgers of the large boxing arerms to sell their bew: s in paper
enps to provent the throwing of botiles by mmotionadly unsetakle
patroms, On the whole, the show was conductad iy Ni orderly fashion
apd offared clean recreation for alil present,

Traatlling Shows

Savoy Theatre

At the one wreetling show conducted i the ¢ity the obearvers
found many undesirabis features, 71 of .all, there were bdoys under
the modern code limit emnloyed as voys for pop, beswr, and candy.

Yeiny men and women wera }!ﬁﬁmmy present. Yamy of the
patrons were dirty and the 1 s heard was cheap nnd disgusting.
To hear a woman yell from hsvmt in the top of the bAlcony, "Tear the
wwwm wew apy of T Lhal ............, was revolting, =nd was cartainly a
coarsming influsnee um many childran present, J

| The violatione of the child lanbor law found here wers reported
:a the Ctate labor Inspector who prompily dismismad the ehild
iaborers,
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UNWHOLRESOI'R INFLURCHE
{Commercial Recreation)

Report of Sub-Committee to Thite House Conference Youth
Outside of Home and School Comittee

This Commities, studying commercial recreation in the city of
Louisville, studied establishments which come under the captioen of,
*Other nlaces of Commercial Recreation." These represent pool roome,
bowling allzys, dance halls, boxing shows, wrestling shows, and cafes
where dancing is conducted. Othér places of commerdial rscreation
which fall into this class were not studied because they were not in
cperation at the time the study was made, These places might be men~
tiened as, boat excursions, carnivals, =nd amusement parks,

A 1list of pool rooms and dance halls in che city was obtained
from the secretary of the sinking fund at the Ciiy Hall. With this
list a8 guide a cammitte of four men conducted a survey of the es-
tablishments mentioned above,

ool rooms

Yerty-one poecl rooss were listed. Thirty of these were visited,
#ight of this number had discarded their tables, and in two other
nluces the tables were not being used. Thus twenty of the thirty
places observed were conducting sctive wocl rooms, Of this number
half were located in (he business distirict and the other half in the
area of deterioration, i. e. the area dividing the business district
frem the residential district,

In three of the zetive pool rocms there were small side roons
used for gumbling., In one of them there is » very active horse
racing "Bookie." In five sf the places where the pocl tables were
discarded, card tables were in use for gambling of warious sorts,

0f the tweniy active pool rooms, only four were recommended as
being suitable places for men and boys. It may be staied here that
these four represent the larger centers where business men of a high
type seek thelr recreation. There were no youths under eighteen years
present and the general atmosphere wag wholesome. In the other six-
teen places many objectionable features were observed. In all of them
there were youthful frequenters, some of them appearing to be not
more than fourteen vears of aze,

Possibly a few desoriptions will offer a more vivid picture. I
shall refer to these as A,, B,, C,, D., B,, F,, G., 4,

A, (Gargottots - 207 West Jefferson Htreet)
fwo bays who were under fourieen vecrs (we must state now that
gona of our statements regarding ages =re mere guesses, but in some
cases we pive accurate mges through a check on available records)
were standing along the wall watching two men vlay a game of pool -



350l

2

for a side bet of twenty~five cents ver game, (ne player was losing
and stated the fuct very clearly in the foulest of language, and he
missed few words known in the vocabulary of filth, The boye were just
part of the whole, and the tslk just seemed part of the picture., In
the rear of this place is located the "Bookie.,® Three boys known to
be under eighteen yeurs had easy access ot the "Sookie® room.

B, (Third Strect Pool Room - 934 Sourth Third)
Three boys who appeured to be under eighteen were playing pool,
One of the boys used a word now snd then that would nase in decent
comnany but the =zeneral flow of language was worge then the observer
had ever heard,

€., {(Capital Hotel « 315 East ¥arket Strest) ,

In this pool room which i3 ipcated in 2 rear room, or rather a
rooam on the side of a hotel building, we found s group of men nlaye
ing pool for side bets of twenty-Tive cents., The air was thick
with smoke, and one wonders how the men stood the lack of fresh air.

Cn three visits to this place young boys were present, either in the
pool room itself or in the bur room which adjoins it, At the bar,
there were tables for ladies who were being served with drinks and if
is usual for ladies to frequent these rooms., BDetween the cafe and

the bar there was a passsage-way leading to another room. Thig remm

ia the lobby of the hotel, Here we found many m=n - about twelve to
fifteen - sitting around reading and talking, Just off this room is
the men's toilet. Here we found evidence of one of the gravest dangers
of boyhood. <The cheap advertisc.ants of other places are gmave encuzh,
but here we found written on the wall the names and Tosom numbers of
male sex perverts, There werc alse auddresses of women prostitutes
liasted here,

Gur study leads us to believe that this hotel is patroniszed by
young men who are employed as truck drivers, day lsborers, farm bovs
wvho come to the ¢ity for short stays, and bachelore who seekx mals come
nanionship.

D, (Jim Ruby - 2133 West larket Street)

‘Following is & description of one of the places vhere the pool
tables have been discarded: A long barroonm greets us ac we enter from
the front, A radio is playing; the bartender is serving drinke and
arguing with the young men in the barroom about the merites of several
jaz~ bands, Ioving back intu another romm we find o group of men
playing cards for o small sum of money. 4 little further back we ob-
sarve a group of men -~ some just over the eighteen year mark « nlay-
ing cards in ~ room about sight feet mquare. The nlayers can hardly
gee esach other across the table because of the dense smoke. But most
annoying of all, is the presence of an open toilet, not more than four
feet uway from the table on which theé men are playing.

Cafes vwhere dancing is conducted
3ince the return of good beer numerouz cafes or besr parlors

have core into existence, Although there are more in the city, the
comi ttee has given intensive study to six of these places, The
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following description may show their effect upon the comsunity:

B, (Howard's Cafe = 919 South Third)

This cafe whick is located in the area of deterioration, has a
leng bar in the front room, UNere three, and often four bartenders
are busy filling beer orders for the waitresces who serve the many
patrons in the large room in the rear. In this large room we find
en orchestra of five pieces r~laying danca susic for all who wish to
trust themselves o move safely ascross s floor space not more than
twelve feet square., The first note of the band is the signal for the
men to "grab® girls and Jein in the whirlpool of bodies,

ihe frequenters of this n»lace are girls -f eighteen or just over,
There iz no cover charge sc the girls came regularly. There are young
men present and despite the wroprietor's assurance to the centrary,
there are alsc nresent boys under eighteen years of age. lany mature
men and women frequent the place.

there appears to be present an atmosphers of familiarity and every
one seems carefree. During cne visit a fight teok plice in the rirls
wash reoom. It was discovered that the nartieciants were at odds over
& young man. The eveninaz does not get under wey until ten o'clock and
continues on until a1l have denarted at a very late hour,

¥, (Youns's Tafe = 305 Yest Jefferson) .
ibis place 1s juet shout ready to close $ts doors again, We find
& bar, several bocths, a place for dancing, an orchestra, and & rear
room., There hosn't been a great deal going on lere, but oane morning
at 1:30 three boys, zll under sightesin yvesrs of age, entered and
vplaved 2 nickel slot machine,

G, (Bland's Restaurant - 234 West Lain) )

This vlace is located on the first floor of a hotel building, A
bar and lunch cownter occupy the laft front of the building, In the
rear, an orchestra plays for dancing in a room of about forty by
thirty feet. Seated uth the tables which line the wall are men and
women, young and old, The elderly woren are nitiful. Their shabby
clothes, hard talk, and genersl aspearance of hardshin endured evokes
one's pity. The older women are not women of the street, but they do
invite men to cell at their homes to see them, The young girls are
doing their best to appear hard and carefree. "hen the music begins,
there ie a merry seramble for partners. The set offering the most
suggestivey moat grotesque inierpretation of the dance receives the
applause of the bystanders. It might be well for the department of
safety to discover whether entrances and exits to this place are
adequates,

The investigators were surprised by the police about midnight,
A great raid took place., From the entrances into the Restaurani from
the street the police entered and bodily ejected two young patrons
who were permitted to spend tleevening and their money here drinking,
Prostitutes, drink, and sugpestive dancing were the deminating
features of this place.
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¥, (Kicinhenz Confectionery, Baxter and Fehr)
This was a very bad place, A dance hall located on the same
floor as the store mnd beer bar, had as its frequenters men and
. women of all ages, A woman vho seemed known to all as a nrosti-
tute made frequent visits here aund sought trade. Nuwbers of
children frequented this plsce and sosorbed the atmosthere,
The things that happened bacama familiar to then,

This place was open to dancing on.Tuesday, Thursday, and
Saturday nights from eizht until one o'clock: Fights were soue-
times started outside the place over the affections of a girl.
Drinking was popular. F"Broadway Bertha" solicited the inveatigators
in ths presénce of young boys and zirls, ¥ :

This in short is the pleture the cafes present %o the observer,
Sowling Alleys

Pive bowling alleys were visited, Four of these were wsll con-
ducted. A league composed of young men and women from various siores
and industries oif the ¢ity wae in progress and everything seemed
wholesocue, The general atuosphere was clean. The competition keen
and friendly., 4 spirit of good will seemed to dominate.

Haager's Bowling Alley - 327 West harket Street

It has veon mentioned that four of the places were being ogerated
under socially acceptabis conditiona. The fault found in the fifth
place was the languages On one visit there were six bowlers, a few
spectators, one of whon was a Doy about eight yezrs of age, evidently
the son cof onz of the bowlers., Bacause two of the men were not making
perfact gocores they dsnounced the nin boy in filthiest language., It
was very evident that these men had formed the habit and geve not
the slightest thought to what they were saying.

Dance Halls

¥adrid Ball HRoem, Third and Guthrie

During the time of the study there was only one dence hall in
operation. 4s for youth under eighteen yvears this hall presented
no preblem, There were, however, many young men and girls present
en the occasion of several visits who were just over the age. The
music furnished here for dancing is the type that represents the best
in the cowmntry in vnublic dance halls. To the general obazsrver who
is not too critical end who wished to allow the young to seek sowe
diversion this hall ray be eonsidered very good., To mix with the
dancers, however, to talk with them, to listen to their conversation,
and to watch their actiens presents a different viewpoint,

fnme of the people, very many it must be observed, appeared rather
fine, they were probably people whose character might be beyond ques-
tion, but one may very easily find other types. Close observation
eansily distingaishes the good from bad in an atmospherec like this.

Aftér cleven P, I, .an cbserver may discover bottles of liquor on
tha tables., Just what happens when young people consume a quantity of
intoxicants, danc, hold each cther in close embrace may readily be
imagined,
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The conversation Of{yﬁung wen in the wash room is usually cens-
tered unon the amount of liquer they have with them or have already
consunad,

Tor those who wonder at the number of dancoe halls, we might
mention that the cafes ssem to be attrastivs to ths dnncers.

Boxing Shows

Dall'a - Swiasn Auditorium -~ Preston and Lymn

Thers was only one show in oneration »t ths tims of ths study.
Ko young peonls weras nrasent, 1ha only bad feature of the performance
wes or= vhich conmes under ths head of =mafety. 1t was noted that beer
and pon were sold to natrons in bottles. Txporiencs has promptad
manpazers of Lhe larz~ boxing arenas to sell thsir bevaerages in paper
cung to »revent the throwing of bot~les by amotionally unstadle
natrons,. On the whola, the show vas corductad in »n orderly fashion
and offared cleanr reersation for nll psresent.

¥rastling Shows

Savoy Theatre ,

At ths one wrestling show conducted ir the city the obsarvers
found many unde~irabls features. Mirst of all, there werse boye under
the modern code 1imit employed asn salastoys for pop, besr, and candy,

folisy man and women were consplouously present., ‘any of the
patrons were Jirty nnd the langusze honrd wag cheap ond disgusting.
{0 hear a wonman ya2ll from her gaxt in tha fop of $he balcony, "fear the
mome —we g¥n ofT that ee=ee, " was ravolting, -nd was certainly a
coarsening irfluence upon the many children precent.

The violations of the child iabor law found hers were reported
to the State lLabor Inspector who promptly dismissed the child
laborers,

453
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UNWHOLES ME INFLURNCES

A list of pool rcoms and dance halls in the city was obtained
from the secretary of the Sinking Fund at the City Hall, With
this as a guide a committee of fow men made a survey of commercial
recreation, studying the pool rooms and dance halls. The commite-
tee also investigated the bowling alleys, boxing and wrestling,
shows and the cafes where dancing is promoted. Boat excursions,
carnivals, and amusement parks were not in operation at the time
the study was made,

Among the striking points revealed by the study, we find that
the large dance hall of a few years ago is giving way to the emall
dancing space in the cafes, Here wen and women, many younger ad-
olescents as well, may dance to the rhythm of fast music blaring
from the instruments of a few - three - four or five wusicians,

The dancers, moving in rhythm with this so-called musiie, while under
the influence of beer, wine, and liquor execute movements loathscme
to watch, surely sexually stimulating to themselves and morally de-
structive to all present, The girls need pay no admission fee but
wait until some adventure-seeking youth ccmes along with whor she
may drink and dance, Children have been seen entering these places
as late as two in the morning. Many such places are the *hang-outs®
for proatitutes, and a feature of the advertising is - "Open 9-%¢

In the insanitary smoke-filled pool rooms, youth is permitied
to asscciate with the adults at the "bookie board®, the poel or card
table where he may join in the fres gambling while listening to the
foulest of language incorrectly deseribing the natural phenomena of
life. He reads the advertisements of guask prorhylactics for veneri-
al disease and the addresses of male sex perverts on the walls of
the toilets. The boy of the pool room absocrbs the insidious habits
that lead to a life free of wirtue and full of vice. No laws seem to
regulate the attendance of children in such places, and the owners
pay no attiention to their vresence.

The lurid pictures and street-corner stories lead some of our
youth into the burlesque and cheap vaudeville shows. Hare they may
see nothing that is artistic, hear nothing that is virtuous, and never
feel the security of morally goed atmosphere.

At the second~hand magazine stores one may purchase, for a small
fee, (fifteen cents) "literature” vile and morally destructive beyong
description., Nude or sugszestive pictures accompanied by stories that
come from the mind of an abnarmal writer may be purchased by any one
who has the prics,

Child labor laws were disregarded in one place vwhere the owner
of the concessions hired young boyz to sell peanuts, beer, soda, ete,
to patrons of a wrestling show. These boys worked through the audi-
ence of howling men and women in an atmosphere charged with orofanity,
insclence, and moral abandon, The effect comes -upon one unawsares,
but exacts a heavy penalty in the end.
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In strong contrast to these many places potentially destruective
to the future of our n-tinn, a few places were observed where youth
participated in constructive activities amid wholesome surroundings,
It was in the bowling alleys where industrial teams were conpeting
in friendly rivalry that ws found a mituation nosscassing the desired
elements of a recreation program. The managers of such places are
teo be commended for their efforts to supply the public with good come
mercial recreation programs, R

The committee suggests t»~t the ¥ayor of the city, the Juvenile
Court Judge, the Post Manter General of the United States of Americs,
and other officials of city, state, and federal deparitments take the
necessary steps to curb the unwholesome influences acting upon the
youth in our city, leavingy it secarred with the taint of crime, dig-
ease and Godlessness,

It is suggested that the peocple c¢f the city interested in civie
weifare give their wholehearted cooperation to a constructive educa-
tional system that will raise the children of the city out of this
germ-infested life - a life that is slowly spresding to different
sections of the city,

Committesn:

¥y, Anthony A, angley, Chairman
¥r, Raymond Baerx

¥y, Henry T. Daubert

¥r, Patrick Kirwan

Yr, Alex G. Booth, Attorney
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A list of pool rooms and dence halls in the city was cbtain
from the secretary of the Sinking Fund at the Cf ty Sgll, With
this as o guide a camittes of fow men made a survey f commercisl
recraution, studyins the vool rooms and dance halle., The cormite
tee also investigated the bowling alleys, boxing and =prast Liney
shows and the cafes vhere dancing is promoted, Doat excursio: 8,
carnivals, and amusement parks were not in operation at the time
the study wus made,

‘mong the striking poinits revealed by Lhe study, we find that
the large danee hall of a few years ago ie giving way to the small
dancing spece in the cuafes, Yere men and women, msny yvounger ade
clesconts we well, may dunce Lo the rhybls of fast wusic blarine
from the Instrunents of o faw « three = four or £ive susicinns,

e dencers, moving in yhythe wish thle soegulled runte, whils under
the influsnce of beer, wine, wnd lisuor e<ecute :ovecenis leathe re
Lo wateh, supslr sazgally etinulatins to therselves and zorally dee
structive t- all “resant. The 7i¥ls need pay no aumissicsn fes but
walt uniil ooue advwenture-gagking youth ¢ mes along 2iih wha: abe
way drink nd dunce, Childras have been peoan enterins Lhese oloces
a8 late un tw In the nornine, lany such nluces wpae the "haigeoule”

for wecstiivtes, ww a feuturs «f the udivertisins i « "pm L

In the Lusanitary sooke-fillsd psel roons, vouth is nearsit .ed
o aanseiabe with the sdulis at thw "bonkis board®, he po-l or card
tudble vher: he may jeis in the frae ombli s while listenings Lo the
foulest ~f Lonmuage iascorrsetly deceriving the natural oheicvenn of
1ife., ‘e resds the advertizenests of -uack pre B lL.ootice for vo.erie
al disesss ond tre mduresuen of nale sex erveries oo the walls of
ihe toilefe, The boy of the noel roon oba-2bs the 1isidicus habiis
that lead to o 1ife free of wiziue and full of vice, Yo laws ssx Lo
resulste the attesde we of children 1o such nlsces, wnd the omers
nav ne atsention o thelr wesence,

s lurid ~iotures wid strset-o Fner sturies lead sowe of our
vouth fate the burlescue il chsan vaudeville okows, Tare hey nay
ses acithin: that ie artistic, heur pothine dat fe virtueus, snd never

feel the security of mersily gowd atsmosshers,

At the sesondeband aguaine stores one may -urchase, for w musll
fan, (fiftem centd) “litersture” vile and corally destructive Lever
deserisiioc. Nude or suirestive nletures sccomomied by stories Lhat
come frov the mind of on abnoegnsl writer may be surchased by any ono
whe hing che aried,

hild Lober laws were diersgzuxded i ove luce vhers the owner
of the —oiwessions hire’ youns boys to sell neanuta, beer, sogs, ate,
Lo sabrons of o wresstliae sbow. [hess boys worked through the aupdf-
sace of howling men and wonen in an atooarhere charged witk wafanity,
insolente, und morsl wsasodon. The sfTect oones uses ooe IR e
but exzete s hesvy venalty ia the end.
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in strong eontrast to these nany nluces rotantially destruetive
to the future of our nation, a feow dluces were cbuerved where youth
participuted in constyuctive asctivities smid wholesowe surroundinga,
It was in the bowling alleys where industrial teass were campeting
in friendly rivalry that =s found & situstio: posssesing the desired
elenents of a wecreation p% The managere of such places are
to de cammended for thelir aof to supnly the public with geod come
mere ial resraation vrogranmse,

The committee suggeais that the ?‘f of the city, ithe Juvenile
Court Judgs, the Posat Naster Gsneral of the United States of imerics,
and other offieiale of oity, state, and federal departments take the
necessary steve to curd the wvhelesame influsnces seting upon the
youth im ocur eity, leswing it searred with the taint of \arime, diee-

\Y,

It 1o sugzested thet the peocls of the clity interpested in elvic
welfare give thelr wholeheuwrted gcoperation to & syastructive educae
tional systen that will raise the ohildren of (the citly out of this
gere-infested 1ife «~ o 1life thal fa olowly epreaiing tc different
saetione of Lhe wity.

Comgdt len:

My, Anthony A, Angley, Chalmmay
Aaywmond Saer

Er, Yeary 7. Daudert

Er. Patrick Kirwan
Er, Alex %, Jooth, sttorney
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UNWHOLESOME INFLUENCES

A list of pool rooms and dance halls in the city was obtained
from the secretary of the Sinking Fund at the City Hall., With
this as a guide a committiee of fow men made a survey of commercial
recreation, studying the pool rooms and dance hallg, The commit-
tee also investigated the bowling alleys, boxing and wrestling,
shows and the cafes where dancing is promoted. Boat excursions,
carnivals, and amusement parks were not in operation at the time
the study was made.

Among the striking points revealed by the study, we find that
the large dance hall of a few years ago is giving way to the small
dancing space in the cafes. Here men and women, many younger ad-
clescents as well, may dance to the rhythm of fast music blaring
from the instruments of a few - three - four or five musicians,

The dancers, moving in rhythm with this so-called music, while under
the influence of beer, wine, and liquor execute movements loathsome
to watch, surely sexually stimulating to themselves and morally de-
structive to all present., The girls need pay no admission fee but
wait until some adventure-seeking youth comes along with whom she
may drink and dance. Children have been seen entering these places
as late as two in the morning. Many such places are the "hang-outs"
for prostitutes, and a feature of the advertising is - "Open 9-2V

In the insanitary smoke-filled poeol roems, youth is permitted
to associate with the adults at the "bookie board", the pool or card
table where he may join in the free gambling while listening to the
foulest of language incorrectly describing the natural phenomena of
life, He reads the advertisements of quack provhylactics for veneri-
al disease and the addresses of male sex perverts on the walls of
the toilets, The boy of the pool room absorbs the insidious habits
that lead to a life free of virtue -and full of vice. No laws seem to
regulate the attendance of children in such places, and the owners
pay no attention to their opresence.

The lurid pictures and street-corner stories lead some of our
youth into the burlesque and cheap vaudeville shows., Here they may
see nothing that is artistic, hear nothing that is virtuous, and never
feel the security of morally good atmosphere..

At the second-hand magazine stores one may purchase, for a small
fee, (fifteen cents) "literature" vile and morally destructive beyon -
description. Nude or suggestive pictures accompanied by stories that
come from the mind of an abnermal writer may be purchased by any one
who has the price.

Child labor laws were disregarded in one place where the owner
of the concessions hired young boys to sell peanuts, beer, soda, etc,
to patrons of a wrestling show. These boys worked through the audi-
ence of howling men and women in an atmosphere charged with profanity,
insolence, and moral abandon. The effect comes upon one unawares,
but exacts a heavy penalty in the end,
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- In strong contrast to these many places potentially destructive
to the future of our nation, o few places were observed where youth
participated in oconstructive activities amid wholesome surroundings.
It was in the bowling alleys where industrial teams were competing
in friendly rivalry that we found a situation possessing the desired
elements of a recreation program. The managers of Buch places are
to be commended for their efforts to supply the public with good come-
mercial recreation programs,

The committee suggests that the Mayor of the city, the Juvenile
Court Judge, the Post Master Gemeral of the United States of America,
and other officials of city, state, and federal departments take the
necessary steps to curb the unwholesome influences acting upon the
youth in our city, leaving it scarred with the taint of erime, dis-
ease and Godlessness,

It ie suggested that the people of the city interested in civie
welfare give their wholehearted cooperation to a constructive educa-
tional system that will raise the children of the city out of this
germ-infested life - a life that is slowly spreading to different
sBections of the city.

Committee:

¥r. Anthony A. Angley, Chairman
Mr. Raymond Baer

Mr, Henry T. Daubert

Mr. Patrick Kirwan

Mr. Alex G, Booth, Attorney
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UNVHOLBSONE INFLUTHCES

A 1ist of pool rooms und dence halls in the city was obtained
from the secrstary of the Sinking ¥und at the City Mall, Tith
this as = gulde a coumittes of fowr men made & survey f commercial
recreation, studyins the ool yeoms and dance halle, The commite
tee also 1nvem$i§atsd the bowling alleys, boxing and wrestliing,
shows and the cafes vhere dancing is promoted. Boat excursions,
carnivals, and amusement parks were not in overstion st the time
the study was made,

Among the striking points revealed by the study, we find that
the large danee hall of u few years agoe ie giving way to the smsll
dancing space in the cafes, lere men and wowen, wany younger ade
clescents as well, may dance to the rhythm of fast wmusia blaring
froam the instruments of a few -~ three « four or five Pusicians,

The dancers, moving in rhythm with this sc-called music, while under
the inflyence of beer, wine, and liguor execute rovements loathscne
to wateh, surely sexually stimulating to themselves and sorally dew~
structive $c all rresent. The zirls need pay no =dmission fee dbut
wail until some adventure-seeking youth ¢ mes along with whor she
way drink and dunee. Children have been seen entering these places
as late ag two in the morning. Yany such vlaces ars the "hangecuts"”
for prostitutes, and =z features of the sdvertising is -~ "Open 9-2°

In the insanitary smoke~filled 3l reoms, youth is nermitied
to aspceiate with ihe adults at tle Mpookis board®, the pocl or card
tuble where he may join in the frée gaunbling while listening to the
foulest of lenguasge incorrectly deseribing the natural phenomena of
1ife. ¥e reads the advertisements of suack pro-hvlactics for veneris
al diseuse und the addresces of male sex nerverts on the walls of
the toileta, The boy of the wool rrem absorbs the insidions habits
that lead to & life fres of wirtue and full of vice, ¥o laws peen to
rezulate the sitendaste of children in such places, mnd the cwmers
pay no sbtiention to their -wresence.

‘ha lurid nictures snd street-corner stories lead some cof our
youth inte the burlesque and chesp vaudeville shows, Iere they may
gee nothins that is artistic, hear nothing 'hai is virtuous, and never
feel the sesurity of morally goed aimosrhere,

At the secondehand magasine stores ome may rurchase, for & small
fee, (fifteen cent#) "literature” vile and rorally destruotive beyon
deseristion. Nude or sugzestive nioctures accompanied by stories that
come from the mind of an sbnersal writer may be vurchaved by any one
who has the price.

Child labor lawe were disregurded in one place where ths owner
of the concessions hired young bYeys to sell peanutls, bser, soda, ate,
to patrons of a wrestling show, These boys worked through the audie
ence of howling men and women in un atuosphere charged with nrofanity,
insolence, und moral abandon. The effect comes upon one unawares,
but exsets a heavy penalty in the end,
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in strong conirast to these nuany vlnces sotentianlly destructive
to the future of our n:otion, » few ~lutes were obuarved wheres youth
particinated in Gonsitructive activities amid wholesome surrouwsdiags.
1% was in the bowlins alleve where industrisl tesane were cumpeting
in frieandly rivalry that we found - situatlo: posasseing the desired
elements of a recraution mrogpai. The penugers of such clatss are
tc be commended for their efforte Lo sunnly the puvlic with pood come
mearc ‘al Fecrsation rrogPans.

The eommittes sugresis 7 ° Ve Eagyor of the city, the Juwenils
Court Judge, the Post Laster Jeueral of the United States of Ameries,
and othsr officiale of city, state, and federal devartments take the
neceéssnry ste s to curdb the wavholesone influances woting upou the
youth ‘n our eity, leawin: it scarved with the taint of corime, dise
gage and TodlesoieBb,

Tt is sugrested thut the peosle of the city interested in civie
walfare give their vholchearted geoperstion $6 a sinstructive cducuw
tional syster that will raise the childron of the city out of this
gern-iifested 1ife « a life that fs slowly evresdinz o different
sections of the city,

Commitiea:

Mg, Anthony b. Ancley, Chalmuan
Uy, Haymond Jaer

Ur. Yeury I. Duunbert

Bire Yatrick Kirwan

Er. Alex G, Jooth, Attorney
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Paily account of investigation of some of the commercial recreation
establishments in the city of Louisville.

G e e G We WD WO N u AR Me S W dm ek e D S e e wm A G e W

fonday night, October 30, 1933.

Dell's boxing show was held at the Swiss Auditorium, Preston & Lynn
Streets. The performance was clean, .Jien and women appearing com-
fortably situated made up the audience.

There were two features about the performance which might be called
dangerous, The first was the selling of beer and pop in bottles.

A bottle in the hand of an irate or emotionally unstable person is

potential danger. The other was the continual smoking in the hall.
Although exacting a good performance from the contenders, the fans

hindered them with clouds of smoke from cigarettes and cigars. On

the whole there was order. There were no children present.

Tuesday night, October 31, 1933,

Visited Gargotto's at 207 West Jefferson at 7:30 P, M. Two boys who
appeared to be about 13 years old were watching two men play a game
of pool., One of the vlayers seemed to be having a little difficulty
in placing the ball. After every miss, he would give vent to his
feelings in a manner that was disgusting.  "wvery word was foul. The
two boys were watching the game and absorbing this language.

8 P. M. Display of sign painted on the window of Young's Cafe at 209
Wiest Jefferson Street - "Dancing every night - 9 until?" Investi-
gation atl the time revaaled nothing.

8:30 P, M. The Madrid Ballroom in the Madrid Recreation Building on
Third at Guthrie. Here a nationally known colored band was furnishing
music., - The night being Hallowe'en, many of the dancers were in costume.
As the crowd increased, the noise became more pronounced, gaiety filled
the room. There was also a faint odor of liquor in the atmosphere.

The problem here seemed free from juveniles. There were, however, many
girls who might be just at the 18 year mark. The dance became a little
rough as the evening proceeded. Nen and women stood on the floor,
bodies close together and swayed, shimmied, and did all those famous
movemerits to the time of very fast music. It was all suggestive.,

The dance ended at 1 A. M. The Jostling about at the cloakroom - girls
who Wwere in a weakened condition leaned against men they didn't seem to
know - tired from dancing and weak from the effects of the liquor.

Beer was sold at th= bar and tables, but coca-cola, ginger-ale and ice
seemed to be the best sellers. The dancers brought their own - and
they brought plenty. This by the way isn't unusual for this hall., A
previous visit revealed the same condition.



When the dance closed it was about twenty minutes past 1 a, m, GCGoing
into Young's Cafe at 305 West Jefferson I saw three boys (one of whom
I know comes To the Neighborhood House and who I am sure is under 18
years of age))playing a machine in which each player tries to outscore
the other by placing the balls in slots. The game costs five (?)
cents a try. They soon left. The four women gitting in the bvooths
along the wall were very happy from all appearances.

Wednesday, November 1,,1933,

10:00 a, mi I went to the city hall where the clerk in the Sinking
Fund department had prepasred a list of the pool rooms in the city for
me. He also had a list of some of the dance halls.

I reported the Savoy Theatre, 211 W, Jefferson, to Mr, Seiller's
secretary, and asked HMr., Seiller to see that the boys under eighteen -
16 - were stopped from working there.

At 7:30 pe m. I visited Gargotto's at 207 West Jefferson. There were
only a few men and one boy pesent. 1 watched the two pool participants
for a while, and then noticed a voy (one who had been at the Fresh Air
Home this past summer - and this means that he was under sixteen years)
come out of somewhere., I found in another part of the house, a room
about thirty by twenty feel equipped with two card tables and a small
office. A blackboard along one wall carried the names of the horses
which ran at the various tracks that day. There wan an open toilet
adjoining the room. It was open to view of the prlayers at the card
table and gave forth its unpleasant odor.

Young's Cafe at 305 West Jefferson was on my way so I dropped imn,

Nothing unusual was in progress.

My list had a place on Market Street, so I walked West on Market., I
I was stopped by two girls in a hallway. Being curious I stopped and
talked with them. I stepped into the door way. In a moment or two
the officer on the beat appeared at the door, He began kidding the
girls and finally left with the remark that he would be hack for his
cut later, I don't think he meant it, but he did give a practical
demonstration of police protection for the women who are doing much
to make Louisville the city it is.

The Pool room on Market couldn't be found, so I went to 712 West Walnut
where Joe Buford has a pool parlor. It was in the coloredndistrict am
frequented by colored alone, so I passed it up.

Fourth Street was next on the list, I visited the Star Billard and
Bowling Parlors at 630 Fourth Street. In the pool Toom on the second

floor, there were six tables - five not in use. Only two players and
the proprietor were present.
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On the third floor where the ten alleys are located I found several womn
and girls from several industries competing in league bowling contests,
There were some men nlaying, also in league contests. The general
atmosphere of this gathering was refreshing after the other places.
The women were attractive #iresses or uniforms which bore the name of
the place they represented.

Moving out to the nine hundred block on Third Street, I visited the
Third Street Pool Room, 934 South Third Street. In the main room, two

boys, oneof whom was under eightsen, were playing one handed pool,

i. e. but one hand was used on the cue stick. The player who was
the younger of the two had spotted his opponent 15 points in a game
of French (a game in which the player scoring the most points wins),
It turned out that he made ten pointes in the game. This angered him
considerably, He had a beautiful bass voice that he used shamefully.
A third boy who appeared to be about 15 years o¥d sat on the side as®
an observer, The partition in the rear told me at a glance that cards
were being played., I strolled back and found six men engaged in a
game of five cent rummy. One mwore that if he didn't win that game,
he'd kill himself, His card came and disaster was averted,

The famous Howard's Cafe is not far away - at 919 Thiré, Previous
visits to this placd& had revealed some startling events. The place
itself is fashioned after the French wine gardens. A long bar oc-
cupies part of the entrance. Here beer and wines are sold. In a
room further back we find a small dance floor = an archestra -

many tables occupied by people ranging from little children who accom=-
rany their parents to men in the forties who are looking for girls, ...
During one vieit here a fight ocecurred in the girls! lavoratory. The
language that came out in storm waves would put a ditch digger to
shame. The fuss was caused by a girl's jumping another's claim, The
man must have felt proud. Instead of resenting the incident the
patrons laughed and seemed sorry there waan't more,

During this visit (November 1) about 11 p. m. a boy who I know is
under 18 years came in with three companions, They were quite tipsy.
They sat in the over flow room away from the crowd and the waitresses
neglected them, One was very dramatic in his request for service.
The dancing on this occasion was fairly decent. One night I tried

to drag a young fellow into converstaion., After we had talked about
the dancer, he in an undertone out of the corner of his mouth told
me that the girls tried to excite their partners passions so that the
male would take them out.

I have noticed women here whom I have seen approaching men and by
whom I have been approached on Fourth Street, particularly at the
corners near the Seelbach and the Brown Hotels.

I visited here again the next afternoon (November 2) but there were
only a few men around,

Continuing my visits on the night of November 1 -

I next visited the Students Recreation Room =-546 South Second Sireet,
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This place is typical of the cheap pool room. Four men were playing
pool here. None was under eighteen in years. The language tley used
to discuss simple happenings of the day was bad, Just across the street
from this place three girls were holding forth in competition for every
man who passed,

The Palm Garden on Third and Walnut Streets was next visited. This

is a place where couples dine and dance., JLhere is no liquor sold here
but the people bring their own and are served ginger ale and ice.
Things were quiet during this visit, but I recall a night when a mother
and father had stopped here for a drink and a dance with their two sons
and daughter., Two of the children appeared to be under 18 years. One
of the boys was feeling a little nasty because somebody connected with
the house said he was drunk. He-anted to fight to prove that he waan't,
The mother and father seemed helpless to stop him and the sister seemed
much upeet. This is another place where the prostitutz drops in for a
plckup.

Bland's a place on the corner of Main and Third has a restaurant with
a bar in one room and a night club in the other. The colored band
wasn't playing. The maitress was too busy talking aboutthe events
of the past evening to notice me so I sauntered out into the night.

Walking down East Market Street, I was approachsd by a woman. She dis-
cussed the philosophy of the poor girl who had to sell her body for a
living.

The Capital Hotel Pool room, 315 Bast Market Street, was my next stop;:
Just another pool room dirty as the rest. Only about five men playing
pool,

Cain's Cafe at 414 East Market Street was active for this time of the
morning - it was now after 1 a, m, Bought a package of cigarettes and
seated myself at a table in the rear where a four piece orchestra was
holding forth. The women here were mostly girls looking for a good time
and married women who had lost their husbands. The excuse for dancing
here was worse than any ®§ the others. I decided to come back a little
earlier in the evening some time to see what things are like then.

NMovember 2, 1933,

At 8:30 I dropped in to see how things were going at Gargotto's 207 West
Jefferson Street. The card game in the rear was in progress. No boys

were present here. In the main pool room a man had a string of fish,
A friendly argument took place about the fish and where to catch them.
Filthy language was indulged in and was part of the surroundings to
which a little boy present was subjected.

Leaving here I went to Fast Jefferson where a pool room was supposed
to be located. It wasn't, so I drifted over to the Haymarket where
the present Mayor was holding forth on the value of Republican Politics.,

I visited Haager's Bowling Alley at 327 West Market Street. Here the
bowling alleys are located on the g ground floor and the pool tables are
on the second floor. A bar is located in the front of the ground floor,
During this visit I observed four men bowling. Three or four more were
looking on as was a colored boy, evidently he was the pin boy for the
alley wot in use, and a boy of about nine years of age. The boy was
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probably the son of one of the bowlers. Two of the bowlers were hav-
ing considerable difficulty in making the score they wished to make,
Their apnger was taken out on the vin boy - and the pins. Both men .
cursed the boy continuously for not placing the pins in the correct
vposition. The nine year o0ld who sat on the side lines was subjected
to the vile language. As they cursed the other men laughed with

glee - the boy joining in at times.

Friday, November 3, 1933,

1:45, Dropped in Gargotto's, 207 West Jefferson Street, to see how
things were getting on. lMen were seated in the bookie room waiting
for the races, There were no boys under eighteen present at this time
in this room. There were however two who appeared less than eighteen
playing pool in the pool room which is the main room of the establish-
ment., There are two toilets in this place. One is just off the main
room.in a dark passage way about twenty inches wide. There was no
glob=: in the light socket and the place was anything but sanitary.
This seemed as a decoy to lead strangers away from the other toilet
which is well kept and which is located just off the bookie room.
TBarlier I mentioned that there was no door in this apartment but that
was a mistake. <There is a door upon which is written - for members
only. It appears that the walls of the p0o0ol room are being remodeled,
as plaster and boards have been removed. Just now the appearance is
most unsightly.

2:10. Dropped in at Phil Seitz's, 455 South Third Street. The
gambling room which is located in the rear was free of boys. The pool
tables were covered up.

2:20., Visited the pool room of the Louisville Recreations which is
the ladrid. This seemed well managed. There were no youths present.
In fact, twenty-five would seem to be the youngest age there.

2:40, Looked for a bookie on Chestnut Street but couldn't find it.
Told a fellow whers the-Wat’erson Hotek: was - the police had sentohim
to the Clay.

2:50, Stopped in at the Students Becreation at 546 South Second
Street. There were no youths present at this time.

3:00., Visited the University Pool Room at First and Chestnut. There
were no vigitors or patrons. <The manager was all alone.

Looked in on the Third Street Pool Room, 924 South Third Street.
There were a half dozen boys in here.

At Howard Cafe, 919 South Third Street, there were a few fellows
drinking beer who appeared under the 18 year mark.,

Then I went & the establishment of C. M. Rose 823 W. Broadway.
Business was very poor. Only a few men were present.

Then to the Congress Pool Room Reem ot 217 South Sixth Street. Only
three people were in the place. Lhe nouse man mignt be over 18 but
not very much., I revisited this place again at night and the con-
dition was the same. This place is typical of the pool rooms in

the degeneration area. It is & combination bar - cafe - and pool
room. I asked where the toilet was located and was told. On the
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wall was an advertisem-nt for a prophylactic for venereal disease. It
was on= of those cheap quack treatments. The advertisement bore the
name of three drug stores, including llooks.

Vigited Young's Cafe at 305 West Jefferson Street. Found women and
men drinking and dancing %0 & Laree piece band.

Battled the women in the Market place, but got -through to the Capital
Hotel 315 TWast Market Street. DBrushing past the men in the lobby, 1
visited the secret chamber. The chamber that leads one into a group
without suspicion. They glance up when you enter and then go back to
their papers. 1In this chamber the walls are covered with advertise-
ment of cures for venereal disease, and here I found one of the most
dangerous evils of all, - the advertisements of male perverts. Vith
pencil one fellow would write the name of some pervert telling what
he does - another has written - "Oh! Yeah - so does - and there are
several names. Some room numbers are alsoc added as are the names of
some women about town. This hotel is patronized by male perverts.,

Another visit was paid to Cain's Cafe at 414 TWast Market. The place
was crowded with men and women., ihey were all 0f the lower class of
soclety. The type that just lives on from day to day. There seemed
to be no depression as far as drinks were concerned. Fost of the
women seemed to be married; women who had stepped out for the even-
ing. ©Gome of the patrons were girls who were not pmuch over eighteen
years if they were that age, but the dangerous nart comes in where
the childeen are left alone or are permitted to go out so that mother
or dad will be fre= to roam about at night.

Back to the House.

Saturday, November 4, 1933,

Visited Gargotto's 207 VWest Jefferson in the sarly afternoon., The men
Were all set for the races. Although certain conditions were not
degirable for the adults, there were no boys present who were under
eighteen years of age.

Visited the poal”rodm of Phil Seitz, 455 South Third Street. fThis is
evidently a gambling place for adults. 1he tables are rnot in use but

a door Iesadsto secret rooms at the rear of the building. “There were -
no boys present. This place closes rather early - 11 P, I,

Visited the Louipville Recreations Third and Guthrie. Everything was
in good condition.

Looked over the west end of the city to see if there were any pool
rooms - rain halted the search.

Saturday night went to the Madrid, Third and Guthrie. This is probably
the best dance hall in the city, but even though repeal has not yet
gone into national effect, it has at the Nadrid.

Sunday, November 5, 1933,

At 4 P, 1I, I started out to gee things, looked for several places
along Broadway and Preston Streets, but found them quiet.
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Took a walk to the end of the Barret Avenue car line. On thw way

out I stopped in the Barrett Avenue Cafe, 1027 Barrett Avenue. This

is a bar room but is Tum by & Trather nice man. He and two working
class men were discussing the return of the good old Barley corn.

They talked about the horrors of the old bar and the repeal of pro-
hibition. They welcomed the return of openess- The bartender spoke
of the disrespect of law - conventions and everything else by the
youth who were reared in the private speakeasies, - in other words the
private homes where home brew and moonshine were made and freely
sanpled.

This part of the city seems to be very nice: there were no gambling,
drinking, or loitering places where the youth could gather,

Yovinz from here over to the district at Baxter and Liberty Streets,
I visited some of the beer parlors. There wasn't much business and
things were rather quiet.

The night passed without many startling discoveries,

look a street car to Twenty-third Street on Market, As I got off the
car a little boy who appeared half frozen asked me to take him into
the moving picture which is located on that corner. Told him I wasn't
going to the picture.

Walked back to establishment of Jim Ruby at 2133 West larket Street.
There were several fellows in the Ifront Dar room. Some Were arguing
about merits of famous radio dance bands. A group of men were ‘
playing cards in a room formerly used as the pool room. Another
group was engaged in a game of rummy. The latter were playing in a
room adjoining the toilet and where the sanitary conditions were very
poor,

Visited A, L, Darden's at_1930 West Market Strest but there were only
three men here in a ramshackle place called a pool parlor,

The place of George Ruoff at 1729 West Market was interesting. A bar
in front with a connection %o a dancing place on the side, and a
gambling place in the back. Two groups of men were playing cards.

y,

inere were no hboys under eighteen but several just about twenty.

As I walked back to the central part of the city along Market Street

1 was apoproached several times by prostitutes. I noted three machines
stopping and picking up girls; in some of the machines there were two
men but only one girl.

Vigited the Capital Hotel, 315 Mast ilarket Street.

Visited Cain's, 414 Wast HMarket Street. Both of these places are un-
desirable In their vpresent condition.
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Daily account of investigation of some of the commercizl recreation
entablishments in the c¢ity of Louisville.

Honday risht, Cctodber 30, 1933,

Dell's boxin: shaw was held at the Swiss Auditorium, Preston & Lynr

Birests, 1he performancs was elean, .eh 200 Wwomen appsaring com=
fortably elitusted mads up th» audienco.

There were two fsatures ghout the perfurmance which might be called
dangaroug, The first was the selling of beer and nop in boitles,
A bottle in the hand of ~pn irats or enotionally unstoble person is
notantial donger. ths othar was tha continual smoking in the hall,
Althoush ex-eting o good verformunce fron the contenders, the fans
hindered them with clouds Jf smoke froum cigarattes znd cigars. On
the whola there wag ordsr. Yhare ware no ehildren pressnt.

Tuesday nrisht, Cetobar 31, 1333,

Visited Gargotto's at 207 Yest Jefferson at 7:30 P, 11, Two buys who
appeared to bs about 134 years ola were watching two men »lay a game
of poel, Ore of the nlayers sesued Lo be having a little difficulty

in placing the ball, After svery niss, he would giva vent to his
fealings in a marner that was dissusting. ‘very word was foul, The
two boys were watchin: ths same aupd cbsorbing this language.

8 P. M., Display of sign painted on the window of Young's Cafe at 305
Vast Jofferson Street -~ "Dancing every night = 9 until?” Investi=-
za = : a2 raxoaled nothing.

8:30 P, ¥, The Jadrid Pallroom in tho ladrid Recreation Building on
Third at Guthrie. Here a mationally known colored band was furnishing
misic, 1hs nizht being Jlallowe'en, many of the dancers wore in costume,
As the erowd increaased, the nois~ becams more pronounced, gaiety Filled
the room. There wac also a fairt odor of liquor in the atmosvhers,

The problem hero semmed fres from juveniles. There were, hovever, many
girls who might be Just at ths 18 yeor mark. The donce became a little
rough ar ths evenin: procaecded. ITon and women stood on the floor,
bodies closa tozetlher and ewnyed, shimmied, and did all those famous
movemerts to tha time of very fast yusic. It was all suggestive.

The dance snded at 1 A, M, The jostling about at the cloakroom - zirls
who weras in n weaukened condition leaned azainst men they didn't seem to
know - tired from dancing and weak from tha effects of the liquor,

Beer was sold at the bar and tables, bui coca~cola, ginger-ale and ice
saemad to be the best sellars. The dancers brought their omm ~ and
they brought vlenty. This by the way isn't unusual for this hall., A
pravious visit revealed the snme condition,



S¥uL

2

Y¥hen the dance closed it was about twenty minutes past 1 a. m, Golng
into Young's Cafe at 305 West Jefferson I saw three boys (one of whom
1 know comes to the Neighborhood House and who I am surs is under 18
years of age)'playing a machine in which each player tries to outscore
the other by placing the balls in slots. The game costs five (?)
cents a try. They soon left. The four women sitting in the booths
along the wall were vaery happy from all appearances,

Vednesday, November 1,.1933.

10:60 a, m. I went to the city hall vhere the clerk in the Binking
Fund department had prepared a list of the pool rooms in the city for
me, He also had a list of some of the danee halls,

I reported the Bavc% Theatre, 211 ¥, Jefferson, to Hr., Selller's
secretary, and askec . 06 ile:r. to see that Eﬁe boys under eighteen =~
16 - were stopped from working there,

At 7:30 p, ms I visited CGargotto's at 207 West Jefferson. There were
only a few men and one boy pesent, 1 watche ® two pool participants
for a vwhile, and then noticed a boy {one who had been at the Fresh Air
Home this past summer - and this means that he was under sixteen years)
come out of somevhers, I found in another part of the house, a room
about thirty by twenty feel equipped with two card tadbles and a small
office., A blackboard along one wall carried the names of thes horses
which ran at the various tracks that day, Thers wan an open toilet
gdjoining thse room, It was open t{o view of the players at the card
table and gave forth its unpleasant odor.

Young's Cafe at 3@5 West Jefferson was on my way so I dropped in,
FTothing unusual was in progress,

¥y 1list had a place on Market Street, so I walked West on Markeit, I
I waes stopped by two girls in & hallway. Being curfocus I stopped and
talked with them, I stepped into the door way. In a moment or two
the officer on the beait appeared at the door, He began kidding the
girlis and finally left with the remark that he would be hack for his
eut later, I don't think he meant it, but he did give a practical
demonstration of police protection for the women who are deing much
to make Loulaville the city it is,

The Pool room on Market couldn't be found, so I went te 712 West Walmut
where Joe Buford has a pool parior. It was in the coloredrdistriot ami
frequented by colored alone, so I pasmsed it up.

Fourth Strect was next on the list, I visited the Btar Billard and
Bowling Parlors at 630 Fourth Strest. In the pool Toom on the second
floor, there were six iablies ~ five not in use, Only two players and
the proprielor wers present.
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On the third floor where the ten alleys are located I found several womn
and girls from several indusmiries competing in league bowling contests.
There were some men playing, also in league contestse, The general
atmosphere of this gathering wae refreshing after the other placas,
The women were attractive dresses or uniforms which dore the name of
the placa they represented,

Moving out to the nine hurszdrgd block on gmm Btreet, I visited %net
Third S8treet Pool Room, 934 outh Third Street, In the main room, two
0y¥8, oneoi whom was u;uiur eightsen, were playinz one handed poalz

. 1, e. but one hand was used on the cus stisk., The player who was

the younger of the two had spotted his opvonent 15 points in a game
of Prench (a game in which the player secoring the most points wins ).
It turned out that he made ten points in the game, 7This angered him
considerably., He had a besutiful bass voice that he used shamefully,
A third boy who appeared to be about 15 years ofd sat on the side as
an observer, The partition in the rear told me at a glance that cards
were being played., I strolled back and found six men angaged in a
game of five cent rummy. One swore that if he didn't win that game,
he'd kill himself, His card came and disaster was averted, '

The famous Howard's Cafe ic not far away < at 019 Third, Previous
visits to this pia'&'é’ﬁ revealed smﬁtarﬁin@wanﬁa. The place
itself is fashioned after the French wine gardens. A long bar coe-
cuples part of the entrance, Here beer and wines are sold. In a
room further back we find a small dange floor - an archastyrs -

many tables occupied by people ranging from little children whe agcom=
pany their parents to men in the forties who are looking for girls,
During one visit here a fight ogcurred in the girls' lavoratory. The
language that came out in storm waves would put a diteh digger to
shame, The fuss was caused by & girl's jumping znother?’s claim, The
man must have felt proud, Instead of resenting the incident the
patrons laughed and sesmed sorry there wamn't more,

During this vieit (November 1) about 11 p, m. & boy who I know is
under 18 years came in with three companions, They were quite tipsy,
They sat in the over flow room away from the crowd and the waitresses
neglected them. One was very dramatic in his request for service.
The dancing on this occcasion was fairly decent, One night I tried
fo drag a young fellow into converstaion., After we had talked about
the dancer, he in an undertons out of the ecornsr of his mouth told
me that the girls tried to exeite their partners. passions so that the
male would take them out,

I havwe noticed women hers whom I have seen approaching men and by
whom I have been approachsd on Fourth Btreet, particulariy at the
corners near the Seelbdach and the Brown Hotels, '

I visited here agoin the next afternoon (November 2) but therse were
only a few men around,

Continuing my vieits on the night of Kovember } =
1 next visited the Students Recreation Room ~-546 South Sgcond Strast.
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Thie placs is typical of the cheap pool room. Four men were playing
pool hers, None was under eighteen in ysare. 7The language they used
to discuss eimple happenings of the day was bad, Just across the street
from this place three girles were holding forth in competition for every
man who passed,

The Paim Qarden en Third and Walrut SBtrests was next visited, This

is a piace ﬁare’%oupieﬁ dine and dance, .here is no liquor sold here
but the people bring their own and are served gingsr ale and ice.
Things ware quiet during this visit, but 1 recall a night vhen a mother
and fathar had stopped here for a drink and a dance with their itwo sons
and daughter, Two of the children appeared to be under 18 ysars, One
of the boys was feeling a little masty Dbecause somebody comnected with
the house 821d he was drunk. He anted to fight to prove that he waan't,
The mother and father sesemed Yelpless to stop hinm snd the sister seemed
much upset, 7This is another nplate where the prostitutk drops in for a
pickup,

Bland's a place on the cornsr of ¥ain and Third has a restaurant with
a ba¥ in one room and & night Club in the other. The colored band
wasn't playing, The muitress was too busy talking aboutihe events
of the past evoning to notice me so I sauntersd out into the night.

V¥alking down Bast Harkel Straoet, I was approached by s womzn, She dise-
;;zssad the philosophy of the poor girl who had 1o sell her body for a
ving.

D e e ey

J‘ut§ another pool yoom dirty ns tha rest, Only about five men playing
DOOL.

The Capital Motsl FPool room, 315 East Market Street, was my next stop;:

Cain's Cafe at 414 Fast Market Streel was active for this time of the
morning - it was now after 1 a, m. Bought a package of eigarettses and
geated myself at a tabls in the rear where a four pilece orchestra was
holding forth. The women here were mostly firls looking for a zond time
and marrisd women who had lost their husbands, The excuse for dancing
here was worsa thanm any %f the others, 1 decided to come hack a little
garlier in the evening some time to see what things are like then,

Fovember 2, 1931.

At 8:30 I drovped in to0 see how things ware going at Gargotio's 207 West
Jefferson Btrest. The card game in the rear was in progress. No boys
were present here., In the main pool room a man had a siring of fish.

A friendly argument took place about the fish and where to catch them,
Filthy language was indulged in and was part of the surroundings to
‘which a little boy pregsent was subjected.

Leaving here I went to Hast Jefferson whers a pool room was supposed
to be loaosted. It wasn't, so I drifted over to the Haymarket where
the present Mayor was holding forth on the walue of Republican Polities,

I visited Haaper's Bowling Alley at 327 West Market Strest. Here the
bowling alleys are located on the’émand floor and the pool tebles are
on the second floor, A bar is located in the front of the ground floor,
During this visit I observed four men bowling., Three or four more waere
looking on as was o colored boy, evidently he was the pin boy for the
alley wot in use, and a boy of about nine years of age. The boy was



S5¢70

orobably the pon. of one of the bowlers, Twe of the bowlers wers have
ing considerable difficulty in making the score thesy wished to make.
Their ayser wos btaken out on the »in boy. - and. the pins. Both nmen
cursed the boy ¢ontinuously for rot placing the pins in the correct
position, The nine year o0ld whe szt on the sids lines was subjected
to the vile lonpuagze. Az thay cursed the other men leughed with
gles = the boy Jjoiring in at timos,

Friday, Novembsr 3, 1913,

1:45, Dropped in Gargotto's, 207 Vest Jaffersor ftre-t, to see how
things wers gatting orn. Ifen wera seated ir tha bookle room waiting
for thp rages. There wers n¢ boys undar sizhtesn sresent at this time
in this reom., Thers ware however two who appeared less than eighteen
playinzg pool in ths pool roow which is Lhs main room of tle establishe
ment: Theres are two toilsts in thie nlace. Opec is Just'afx the main
room.in a darll z2as~aze vay about twarty inchss wide, Shere was no
globe in the 1lizht socket and the ploce was anything but Banitary.
Thies sasemad ar & decoy to lead strangers away frum thoe other tellst
whieh is well Xent and which is locatad Just off the bookie room.
Tarlier I meniioned that there was rno door ir this apartment dut that
vag a nmistoke, fThers is g door upcn.vﬁich {s written - for members
only. It anpears thnt the sfllw o2 th2 pool room are belrng ramodelasd,
as pla~ter ond boards hove Yeen remsoved. Just now the appearanca is
most unsihtly.

2:10., Dropoad in at Thil Seitz's, 455 South Third Stroet. The
gamdling roow which f= localed 1n LAa Iaar "as8 iree of boys. The pool
tables were coversd up.

2:20, Visited the nool room of the Louisgvills Racreations which is
the "adrid. 7This semed well ¢ mannged . " .herc were no youiths present.,
In fact, twenty-five wald seem to be the youngest age tasre,

2:40, Xooked for a bookis on Chestmut “traset but couldrn’t find it,
T0ld s fellovw vhors ths Taterson "olal was = the blics bad =-oni hin
to the Clay.

2:50. “topped in at the Students Flacreastion at 546 South Sacond
Street. There were nv youths vressri &5 Ghis time.

3:00, Visitad the 'Trfiversit;’ Pool Room at First and Chestmut. There
wers no visitors or rons. LN manager wag all alone,.

Looked in on tha Third Strest Pool Room, 934 South Third Strset.
There weore a hall dozen DOYS 11 nor@s

At Tloward Cafe, 917 3outh Third “treet
drinking be3r who appeared under tie

thers wera a few fellovs
é yaar mark.

Then I went g the ssteblishment of C. YI. Rose 823 7. Droadway.
Business vas very poor, Only s few uluen vers ﬁresant.

Then to the Congress ool Room Room st 217 South Sixth Sireet. Only
three people were in Lhe Diage., Lhe nouse man might oe over 18 but
noet very mich. I Yevisited this place again at night and the con-
dition was the same, This place is typical of the pool rooas in

the degeneration area. It is a combination bar ~ cafe - and pool
room, 1 asked where the toilet was located and was told., On the
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wall was an advertis=m-nt for a wrovhylactiec for vanareal disease. 1t
was on2 of those cheap quack treatments. . The advertissment bors the
name of three drugz storsas, ineclud.ns 'looks.

Visited Younz'e Cafe at 305 Test Jefferson Straset, Found women and
men drinking 2nd dancing to A Chres pLecs band.

Rattled the women in the Market slace, but zot through to tha Canital
Hotsel 115 "=st "arket Straset. Drushinz nast the men in the lo ¥,
visitad tha gaerel charber., The chamber that leads one into a group
without suspicion. Thay glance up vwhan you -~nter and then g0 back to
their paners., In this chamber the walls ars covered with advartise~
mant of cures for venereal diseass, and here I found one of the most
dangerous evils of all, ~ the cdvertineuents of mele nerverts., vith
peneil one fellow would writs the nams of come pervert tellins what
he doss - another has written = "Oh! Yezh - 80 does = ond there are
several names. “ome room numbsrs ars also added as are the nanmss of
some vomer about towr, <his hotel it patronizad Ly male perverts. -

Another visit was paid to Cain's Cafe at 414 Tast Farkst. i%e place
was crovded with man and vomen, .nny Wors o4l of Lo lowar clase of
socisty., ‘he type that just lives on fron day to day. There sewmed
Lo b= no devreesion as far as drinks were concerned. lost of the
women sscamed to be marriad; wooan vho had stenoed out for tihe svane
ing. %oms of th~» patrons were zirls =ho wera not mach ocver sizhteen
yaars if thoy were that age, but the dangzerous part comss in where
the childeen are left alone or are permittsd to go out so that wother
or dad will b»s fre~ to roam adout at nimt,.

Buek to tl~ Touse.

Baturday, November 4, 1933

Viecited Jargpotio's 207 Vent Jeoffarson in the early afternoon. 4ihe men
wera all sel Tfor Lha yraces. .lLhough caertain conditions were not
desirable for the adults, thers wers 1o toys ~resent who were undey
eighteen ysars of ags.

Visit=d the pocl room of Phil S-itz, 499 South Third Street. Yhis is
avidently 2 sumdbling wlacs for adults. "he tadles are not in uss but
a door 1=adsto s=crat rooms at t:> rear of the building. Ihere were
noe boye present. This placs closes rother early -~ 11 ¥, i,

Vieited the Lo
in good ¢ nd

croations Third and Juthrie. ‘Wwerything was

Looked over the west end of thae city to ses if there were any pool
rooms - rain halted the search,

Saturday night went L the ladrid, Third and Guthrie. shie is probably
the best dance hall in ths city, bu, even thouzh repeal has not yaot
gone into natioral offect, 4%t has at the "ndrid.

Sunday, Noverber 5, 1933.

At 4 B, Y, I started out to mee things, looked for sevaral~§i§éaa
along Breoadway and Preston Streets, but found them quiet.
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Jook a valk to the ond of tha Marret Avenue cor lina. On the way

out I storned in the Larratt Avenune Oafe, 1027 Larrett ‘venuc, This

is 2 bar room but is run oy a rather® nice man., He and tvo working
class men wers discussing the raturr of the good old Burley corn.,

ithey tallked about t»2 horrors of the old bar ard tha repenl of pro-
hibitior. Ihay walconad the raturr o) onepens, ihe Lartender snoke
of ths Aisrasnsct of lsw ~ convaptions and averything »lse by the
youth vho ware Tearaed in the srivate snaskeasies, - ir other words the
nrivate homas whers homs braw nnd moonshine were made and freely
sampled,

This part of th~ cityr mesme to ba very nice; there wors no jambling,
drinking, or loiterinr places whars th» youth could grther,

Movin: fror hera ovar to thas district at Baxtar and Liberty Strests,
I visited eamae of the hasr sarlora, Tharas wern't ouch business and
thinre wer- ratrer quiet,

The night rasged without uany startling discoveries,

Took a strest car to Twanty-third “trest or “arkst., As I got off the
car a litils hoy vhe ‘appearad half frogan =skod me to tolkns him into
the movipz nicture vhich ia locsted or thet corner. Told hirm I wosn't
soins to the nicturs.

Talked back to aectablishment of Jim Ruby at 2133 Vest “ariet “trest,
There wers saveral fellows in tha Iront Bar room. 08 were ar uing
about morits of farmous radio dance Lerde, 2 group of men vere
playing eards in ~ voom formarly usad as th2 pool room. ‘nother
group wan osnzasad in o oame of rummy., The latter weare playirz in a
roam adjoinins tha toilet and vhers the arnitery corditions were very
50T,

Visited A, L. Dardean’s at 1930 "nat !'arket Stre-~t but (V-ro were only
thres men here ir = ramsheckie nlace cnllzad a wool narlor.

The plece of =sorwe Ruoff at 1729 UVest ¥arket was interesting. A bar
in front with a comneg¢lion to A dancing place or the side, -nd a
gambling nloece in the back., Two groups of wmen vers pl-yirg eards.
There wers no boye under sishtsen but egeveral Just about twenty.

As I walked brek to the eentral -art of the city along larket Street

1 was approachsad saveral times by prostitntes. I noted three machines
stopping and picking up girle; in same of the machives thore wears two
man but only one ~irl,

Visited the Capital "otel, 15 'ast Markaet Straset.

Visited Cain'’s, 414 "ast Farket Street. DIoth of flese places are un-
desirabla in their pres-nt condition.
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iaily seccount of imvestipation of some of the commercial recreation
- eatablishments {n the city of Loulsville.

J
A A D T S e - iy Wk L

Vonday night, Uctober 20, 1933,

iell's boxing show was held ut the m:ida,@ fum, “recton & Lynn
Threets, The performance was Clean. 1 &nd women &appearing o=
fortably situated made up the sudience,

There were two features apout the perlorrance which might be culled
dangerous. The first was the sellin,g of beer and pup in bottles,

A bottle in the hand of un irate or emotionnlly nnatuwle person is
potential dunper. Che othor was the continual smoking in Lhe hall,
Although exaciiug & goud periornances irvon the contenders, the fane

hindered them with clouds of smoke from eilgarcties and ci rars. On
the whole there wus ordey., There were no children nyepent.

Tuesduy night, Octover 31, 1G32.

Visited Garposio’s wi 207 eat Jeiferson at 7:00 F. M. Two. voys who
appenyred to oe ummt }:* yesrsg 0ld vere watehing two men pley & gwpe
of pool, une of the ﬁlayer, seomed o o¢ heving a iimle difficulty
in plaeiag the ball. after every mins, he would give vent to his
feclinge in & manner that vas disgusking. Ivery word wes foul. The
two boys were watching the pume and &x}'mrain{; this langmage,

8 ¥, M. Dbisnplay of zign paintec on the wiacow of Young's Cufe m. 305
Jest Jefferson ostreet = "lancing every night « 9 until % nves
gation at the time reveoled notling.

8:30 ¥. ¥. Ihe Eadrio Soilyoor in the lkdrid hwercution Zuilding on
Third at uut}m;s. iere & nutionully Xnown eolored vend wes furaishing
msﬁc. she nmicht being Inllowten, many of the duncers were in costume,
As the erowd increused, the nolse became more pronouncec, gaiety filied
the room, 3There wus Lico & faint odor of llruo: in the atnmusphere.

The provlem here secmec Iyee 1rum Juvenilies., There were, however, nany
girls who might ve Just &t the it yeor mark, 7The cance vecame & 1ittle
rourh as a}w evening :‘roceuued. Ven and women oLoOC On the floor,
budlies clowve topether and swaved, chimmied, and did «ll those fumous
movements Lo the time of very fmzt rusic, 16 wia all sugpestive,

The dance ended at 1 A, M. The Jostling svoul i the cloakroom = gsirls
who were in & weckened concifion lesned wralnet men they didn't seem to
know = tired fyom doncing and weax from the eliecis of the liguor,

Beer was oold wt the Lty and tavles, tut coes-cola, gliapere-nle and ice
sgemed Lo se the pest vellers. The ciamera prougkt thelr own - and
they brought plenty, This by the way i:n't unuoual for thie hall.
previouc visit revealed the same canu.ttion.
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"hen the dance closed it was aboul twenty mimutes nest L Al ¥, Going
into Younc's Caofe at 305 Vest Jefferson 1 suw three boys {one of whom
I know comes L0 Lhe iphuorhood llouse and vho I wum sure is under 18
years of age) ﬂm}mr & muchine in which each player tries to outscore
the other by placing the ouallcs in slots., The game conts five {?)
gonnts a try. They soom lelt. The four women vitiing in the booths
slong tht well were very happy from all appearances.

Vedneuday, Hevember 1, 1022,

10:00 4, E. 1 went o the city hall vhore the clerk in the Sinking
Mund departuent hod prepared o 1ist of the pool roome in the ¢ity for
me, He also hied o llet of zome of he doace halls,

i reported the Javoy Theatre, 211 . Jefferzoa, to iy, Seiller's
secretary, sad asked I'r, U Lo B 1

e e boys under eighteen -
16 « were oboppod Irem werking mx,r@.

At 7330 T, M. I visite farpobsols wt 207 est Jeffersom. There wvere
ouly & few men and one Boy precent. 4 WoLohen : w0 pool partiaipmta
"nz' while, and them noticed a oy {cae Lo kad been ot {he Fresh Aly
Hiome this ,m:‘-.', summer « and this mesns that Ye was under sixzteen years)
come out of somewkere. 1 foumd in anvther part of the houoe, & room
about thirty oy t?’enty feet esulnped vith two curd ttbles and & zmell
office, A Dlockionyd alonp ons W21l enrricd the nemes of the orces
wkieh »an at Lhe vaxriona tracis that day. There wau an open toilet
adjoining the room. It wus open he view of the players al the gard
table and gave forth ifto unplengsat odor.

Y:mg;-‘o Cafc ot 305 Yest Jeffergon was on nmy way so 1 dropred in,
Fotoing unusual wes 11 *rmre::s.

¥y 14s% had o place on ¥Market Streect, zo I walked Ugnt un lariet, 1
was stopped by two cirls in s hallway. DSeing curious I stopped and
talked with them. I stepped into the door way.  In & noment or two
the officer on the beat apreuyed at the door, He pvegan =idding the
girle and finally left with the yemuri that he woulé be baek for his
cut later. 1 don't think he veant 16, but he 0i¢ give a preetical
demonstration of poliece protootion for the women vhe ere dolap much
to make Louisville the eity it is..

The pool room on Market couldn't be found, 8o I went to 718 Vest walnut
where Joe Bufordé has & pool parlor. It was in the ﬁnl-.}rei district ond
froquented by colorod wlone, co I nanced ¢ up.

rourth Strect wme nesxt on the list, 1 wvisited the
ne Parlors & 0 Fourth Streed. In the posl room va the second

ix Tableés = 1ive aot in use. Only twe players and
tha yrnpriet&! were preaen@.
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Un the third floor where the ten alleys are locaied 1 Jound several
wamen and girle from severwl industries competing i lesgue bowling
conteste. There were some men playing, &lso in lesgue coatests, The
general atmooplicre of this guthering sus refreshing after the other
plages. The women wore attractive dresscs or uniforms which sore the
name of the pluace they represented,

}»ev,:.% out to the nine hundred bloek on Third Otyeed, I visited the
mird Street ool Room, 934 South Third treet. In 'l‘.hﬁ nain room, two
.gya‘ oneé Ol whom Wad URGeY c.ghteen, were piaying ome Lamded pocl,

i. ¢..but one huad wip med on ‘the cue stick, The player who was

the youager of the Luo had opo ..tw his opponent 15 pointo 4n & gome
of Irench {a game i which ﬁ., player acoring the most points wins).
It tuyrned oul that he made ten *zmmts in the game, This sngered him
eonsideravly., e hac o seautd ful bass voice that he used shemefully.
A third boy who appeared to De azoout 10 yeunrs ¢ld sab on the side ss
an ocheerver. The partition in the resr told ne at & glance that cards
were veing played. I sreiled boack mad found six men enguged in &
game of five gent rumsy. Cnc swore thei il e didn't win that gome,
he'd kiil himeelf, !ds card cume wnd disusler was averted,

The fapous Nowerd®z Cufc ic nol fur avay - ot 91% rd, Irevious
visite to iz ¥ nod revealed some shayl 3.%5, evento. Ti€ place
iteelf s faahioaed after the French wiune purdena., 4 long bay cee
cupies part of the eatrunce., iere bewr and wines are sold. In &
room further bucik we find & tnall dance flo',-x = an orchesire =

many taoles oecupled by g}eog}.‘, ranging fronm litile childrea sho accome
pany thelr parents Lo mem in the fortics who are lookinp for girls,
wring ope visit here a fzaﬁav oecurred in the girle? lavoratory. The
language that come out in sturm eaves would put 2 ditch ¢ig ex o
ahame. The fuse wes causod oy » girlts Jung 1*1 another’s cledm. The
man rast heve :{?e.;.t orovd, Inotewd of re yaﬁni...ng the ineident the
patyruns loughed and secmod sorry theye vesn'l more,

Luring this visit {Jovember 1) wbout 11 ¥, ¥. & boy who I Imov io
under 18 yeoars mm in with threo com panions. They weye vuite tipsy.
™ey sabt ia the over flow youm swey frem the crowd wad the waltrésces
neplected itk um. vas wery t‘m ,ic ia his request for service.
ihe u,nging air this mcauim T fni riy decent. Cne night I txled
to dyegr o young fellow lfato uvom ww.mt.im, after wie hed talied about
the dmcerb he in an undertome oui of the corner of hic mouth told
me that the girls tried to excite thelr poriners pasuions so that the
mele would take them out,

1 heve oeticed women here whom I hove seen epproaching men ané by
vhom I have seen approacked on Fourth Gtreel, poarticuleyly at the core
ners neuyr the Seelbach and the 3rown Hotels.

I visited here ugain the ncxt aftcracon {Movember £) but there were
only & few men around.

Continuing my visits on the aight of November 1 -
1 noxt visited the Gtudents Recreution Foom - 546 South Cecond Street.
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This place is tyniecal of the cheap nool room. Tour men were playing
pool here. Jone wus under elghieen in years. The lsnguage Lhey used
te discuss simple hap enines oi the day wes Lud, Just across the street
from this place three pirlc were holding forth in competiiion for every
man who passed,

The _Palm Caxden on Third and valnub Streets was next visited. This
is a place wWuey. COupler dine BnG cance, where is ne ligGuor sold here
but the people bring their oup ano are served ginger wle and ice,

Things were oculel duringe this visii, but I reccull & night vhen & nother
end Tather had stop ed here for o drink end & donce with their two sons
and daughtey, 1Two of the children appecred Lo be under 18 yesrs, Une
of the voys was feeliag & little nusty vecause somevody conncctec with
the house waid he was druni. He vaated %o {ight to prove that he vasn't.
The mother and father seemed helpless o sion him and the sister seemed
much upvset. Thia i another plece where the prostitute drong in or a
plickup,

Land®s o place on the corner of lala &nd Third has a resteurant with
A bar in one room And & MLt CLug il GNe 0Gners The colored band
wasn®t playing.. The wmityess woes oo ousy belkiag sboul the events
of the past evening $0 nutice me 20 1 saundered out iato the night.

aixing down lust Market Strect, i was approeached by & wonsn., he dise
cugsed the philosophy of the poor girl who had %o sell her Lody for a
living..

The {apital iotel rool room, 313 sast Marascet Otreet, wes my aext stop.
Just another povl roum ULTLy 6% Wit Fuobs iy moout five men playing
pool,

Cain's Gode wb 414 sest varget sbreel was woeddve for this tine of the
WOTHANE = 1% woo pow aiber 1 ~, e oouphlb & paciage of cigarcttes and
seated mysell ab & table in the redy vhere &« four plece orchestyra was
holding forth, The women here wore mostly girle looking for m good -time
and married vwomen who hod lout thelr busbauds. The execuse for doncisg
here vas worse Lhan gy of the otheis. I decided Lo come bLock & little
gorlier in the eveninyr soms Lime Lo see what thing. ave like then,

Sovewoer 2, 1933.

At 8:7¢ 1 dropped in to see how things were goiag &b Gargotto's :
Jeffercon Strect., The curd e ia the reur ¢as in progre s. No boys
were preseni here, In the main pool room a man had 8 string of fish,
A friendly argunent Lok place soount ¢he flsh and where to sutek them,
Filthy languope was indulged in and was purt of the surrounaings to
which & little voy preseal was subjecicu.

Leaving here ! went (o ael Jefferson where & »ovl room was sap osed
to ve locuied., 1t waen't, so I driftec over tou the Heymarket where
the present Fayor wus holding forth on the walue of Repubvliean politics.

1 visited cexrts Sosliape alliey st 327 dest Hayket Street. Here the
bovling alleys are loealed on the grouma floor and the
on the second floor. 4 bar fv located in the Lront of the ground floor.
Inring this vieit I observed four pen bowling. Three or four more wers
looking on as was a colored Loy, evidently he was the pin boy for the
alley not ia uee, and a boy of abomt nine yeors of age. The boy was




probably the son of ome of the bowiers. Iwo of the bowlers were having
gonsiderable difficulty in making the score they wisghed ito make. Thelr
anger was taken out on the pin bay = and the pins, 3Joth men curscd the
boy contimuously for sot placing the pins in the correct position, The
aine year old who sat on the mide llaee was subjected to the wile lafie
gusge. o8 they curved the other men laughed with glec = the boy 304
ing in at times,

Tyiday, Hovemher 3, 1837,

sds,  Imopnod in &g‘;ﬁttb'ﬁ.‘ 207 Uent Jeffersom Otyeet, to sec how
things were zetiing om, Heo were seubtd in the boudie room wailing
for the Troees, The ¢ vwere no hoys under eightecn present ot this time
ia thia roum, There seye however two who appearec less thon eighteen
wlayias poul in the peol room which is the main room of the esboblishe
menb. There are Lo boilets in this place, Ome in Just ofi the mais
reom in a dark pmgsapge way about tveanty inehes wide. There wss ao
~lobe in the light socket and the place was anything vut 2onitary.
T™iis seemed ac & decoy to lead strancers avay from the other toilet
which 12 well kept and which is located Juet off the bookie room,..
Tariier 1 montioned $hat there was no deor in this apartment but that
wog & pigtake. There ie a door upon vhich is wriiten - for memoers only.
It apnears that the wails of the ool room ore belag ranodeled, us plase
toy and boayds have been removed, Juot now the aprecrunce is most uhe
sightly.

2310, Jrvoppred im ai Jhi) Jeitz¥s, 458 South Third Styeet. The pombliag
room whick i loested in Bhe TeLxy mas Trec ol HOyS. ohe pool tuoles
WATE COoYered ul.

2:20, Visiter the pool room of the loulsville Tecrcstions which ic the

Yoirid, Thin ceemef Well DRA 04, LLOYC WOFE Na youths vresent. In
fact, twenty-five would seom Lo 0c the youn:est age there.

2:40. Lovked for a pooskie on Chestuut sStrect bul eculda't fincd it.

*51d & fellow vhere ithe Jaterson fotel wis « the poliee had vent ina Lo
the Clay.

2:50. Ggoppet $a &t the Jludents Teersotion st H46 Soutl Second
Strect. There verc no youths precent &t this time,

3:00. Vizited the University ! Twoom ot Virecd end Checstnut. There
were ac visitors or patrons, Lhe manaser was all alone.

Looked 11 on the Third Strsct ool Bwon, 034 South Third Strect. There
mere o half dozon roys i R

At Howare Cofo, 910 South Third Otreetl, there were o fen fellows drinke
ing vecr who apnoared under the 18 yeor mark,

Then I went to the establishment of ¢, M. Fose 8233 ¥, Sroadway. Susi-
ness woo ¥ery poor. Unly a Jew men .ere yresm%. :

Then to the Conpzssy ool ot 217 Oouth SBixth Street. Only threc
people were in the place, 7The house man Migns cver 1B but not very
much. 1 revisited this -lage sgnin ot nizht and the coadition wee the
pame, Thio place is tysical of the puol roums in the degeneration area,
It v¢ a combinntion bar - cufe « and pool room. I asked vhere the tolles
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was located and was tuld. On the wull wosn an adverticement for a
prophylactic for venerecal disecuse. It was one of those cheun gquack
treatments. The advertisement sore the nsme of three drug stores,
ingluding Hooks.

Yisited Young's Cafe af 305 Test Jefferscn Sirsct. Yound women snd men
drinking and Gancing to a threeé piece oond.

dJattled the women ia the Market pluce, but got throwh to the Capital
el 315 last Market Street, Srushing ysmt the men in the lobby, I
sited the cerrct chimoer. The champer thei leads one into & group
withxmt suspreion,. “‘hey glance un when you caley and then o vueck to
their paperc. In this chumber the wallc sre coversd with &dvertme-
ment of euren for venereal disenca, snd here I found one of the most
dangerous cvilz of 211, = the mwrt.m ments of male perveris. Vith
pencil ne fellow cmlc write the name of zome jerverd telliag what
he does - another hug writsen - Okl Yeah « so toed - ugd there ave
-:evc:ml Es ., OMe Too@ aumlere are wloo wdded as &re the names of
me women aoout bown, Thios hetel is patronized by male serverts,

Another visit wus pafd 4o Opin's Cofe at 414 last Marie §, “he nloge
i~ = d -, s Yy ;qi Y f_‘ b | ~ = Y f
Vas cro wed with men mc woreén, -hey vere #li o Ehe lov €1 clags o
soelicy The type that Jn:m }.z_m::.u o Tram day to day. There geened

tu we IZ»: depreosion ng far as ariaks were goncerned., Jlost of the
women here seemed 9 oa *"M led; women whe had step ed out for the
evening, Oowe of the nesroas were girls vhe were not ruch over
elghtean dca:., if the "' rf're'. that sge, wut the dangercus part ccmeu
in where the childraen m left aloas v are permitted Lo po out
that mothey or dad vill be frec bo roonm about of aicht,

Bagck to the llouse,
:h‘gh Yy Tovenney “L 1o,

Visited Darpotto’s NVept Jefferoon in the eurly sfternoon, The men
were nll sei ror %h‘z racec, adthour certais conditions were not
desiravle for the adults, there vere no boys present whe were under cightees

years of apge.

Yisited the povl rocom of Dhil Dedtn, _ & ,h Thiprd Street. Thie is
evidently o pambling plac : e 4hE tavler are 20t in uze bub
2 €oor lecds to ~er.rf:“t roous &t ke rfzur 2f the imilc.inw Trere were
no beys present. Thic ylamz closer rather ¢rly « 11 T, ¥,

Vielted the Loulsmilie Reorestions Third end Culbrle. Iverything wes
in Foged o€ condition.

Looked over the west ond of the eliy te sec if there were way pucl
roome - rain halted the ceorch,

Soturdey night wend to the Hacrid, Third snd Gutirie. Thic is grovasly
the oest dunce Lioall in the ¢ity, ou cn though repeal hes not ret
gone inte national effcci, it h:.o at the "adrié.

Sunday, ¥Fovemoer §, 1933,

At 4 'f*. B. I storted out %o se¢ thing-, locked for severcl places
clong droudw .y and Preston Stroets, bnt found them quiet.
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Took & walk o the ead of the Barret Avenue car liae., On the way
out 1 stopred in the dar:ct Avenue Cufe, 1027 Jarret sveane, This

is a bar room vul is run vy a rather nice nman. te and two working

class pen were discussing the retuwrn of the good old Jarley corn.

They telked ubout the horrors of the old bay and the repeal of pros
ibition. “hey welcumed the relurn of openness, The barteander spoke

oi the disrespeet of law » cunventions and everyiLhing else by Lhe

youth who were reared in the privite speokeaniesn, « in other worde the
private homes where hose urew and meongshine vere mode o Irecly suapled,

Zhis part of the eity secmn Lo Le very nice; Lhere were no gumbling,
drinking, or loibering pluces where the youbh could gother, i

Noving from here¢ over to the district at Baxter and Liberty Streets,
I visited some of the beer pariors, Therc wasn't much business and
things were roather quiet, _

The night pasced without many sitartling discoveriens,

Toock a street car o Twenty-third Strect on Marieét, /s 1 got off the
cay a little boy who appeared half frozen asked o Lo take him inte
the moving piecture which i located on that-eormer. Told him I wasn't
going to the picture,

Walked back to establishment of W 2 Weat Hayket S!EEfi'
There were several fellows in the Ironk Dar room. oome were argulag

about the merits of famous radio dance bands. /4 group of men were
playing cards in & room formerly ws@d as the pool room, JAnother
group wasz engaged in a game of rusmy. The latter were playiag in a
room adjoining the toilet and wherée the sanitary conditions were very
peor,

Visited A, L, Iarden's at 550 Vest Market Utreet bet there were omly
three men Le:e il & FImSRACLLE plLice Ghiled & poci parler.

The place of Jeorpe Lwoff at 1725 Weot Morikel was intercoting. A bay
in front with & coanemniion %o & daneing place on the side, and &
gambling place in €he back, Two groups of men weye playing cards,
There were no DOYS Under eighteen butbl several Just sbout twenty.

As § walked baci to the coatral part of the city clong Market Street
i was approsched seviral Limee oy proeiultebes, 1 oobod Uoee mechines
stop ing and pieking uy girls; in some of the puchines there were two
men but only one gigl,

Tisited the Capibal Hokel, 318 Tast Varket Streek,

Vicited Cain'u,

3 1o, 414 Last Maytep O
desironle ia the

; o 5o k. Both of these pluces are une
r prosont cond
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REPORT OF THE IHV%STIG&TION COMMITTEE
' of the
RECREATION DIVISION OF THE COMMUNITY CHEST
At the Louisville Free Public Library
June 11, 1924,

At the initlal meoting called by Mr, Barnes to organize the
Reereaticon Division of the Commmnity Chest, an Investigation Committee
was appointed for the purpoge of mapring ocut a tentative program for
#his Recreation Division,

This Investigation Committee entered into a full dlscussion
of the need of such a Recreation Division, the ideals to be attained
by it and the method of procedure in developing ite program.

It was brought out in the discussion that many agencies in
the ecity are called on for help by groups wishing to do recreational
workj that many groups in the city, such as luncieon clubs, are
anxious to undertske recrecational programs of one kind or anothery and
that from time to time the attention of the commnity is drawn to the
need of more recrdational facilities for the city. In view of these
facts, the Investigation Cowvmittee recormeénds that the Community Chest
establish such a central Reereational BEngineering Committee to give
help to the various groups needing it and to woark out an adequate
program for Loulsville,

The membership of this Committee should include every agency
in the city doing recreation work, both agencies in the Commnity
Chest and those outside the Community Chest, Each group would keep 1ts
individuality, but would unite in working out a more comprehensive
program for the city.

It was decided that the main i1deal to be attained is a year
round city wide program for children and adults, making recreational
facilities available to everyone in the city of Louisville, Altho 1t
was realized thet the attainment of this ideal would be a matter of
many years development, the committee urged that it be kept in mind
from the very beginning and worked toward as a final goal,

Much time was glven to diseussing how this proposed committee
should work out its program, It was decided that it should not be an
asdministrative body, but should function by stimlating the recreatiomal
effort in the city and by correlating such effort, The commitiee should

"have the usual form of organigzation, It 1s highly desirable that the

Secretary of this Committee be a trained recreational expert,

In view of the fact that there is nced of morec adequate
knowledge of the recreationelfacilities of the city, it would be
neceesary for this central recreational agency to éstablish a permanent
Survey Committee which would keep a perpctual inventory of the
racreational facilities of the city up~to-date,

For the proper stimulation of the community, 1t would be
necessary to establish two other committees: one, a training committee,
the other, a publicity and propaganda committee,

The training committee could conduct institutes and otherwlse
train for recorsational leadership. Such a committee, in order to spread
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4 better technique, could conduct & city wide institute covering a
period of six weeks, two nights each week, for church workers,
institution workers, volunteers of settlements, Y.M.C0;A., Y.W.C,A.,
Y.M,H,A., 8nd all other agencies interested in recreational wark, The
noed of a better understanding of play as s means of social education
was emphasized, That play as an expression of the instincts and impulses
develops character, the consumation of which 1s a healthy, wholesome
citizenship. The hope was voiced that the time would come when the
¢ity would spend more of its funds for prevention and less for reform.

The object of the committee on publicity and propaganda would
be to stimulate the community by interesting instiiutions and recreatiomal
groupe in recreation institutes, by interesting luncheon groups in
specinl pieces of recreational work and by interesting the various
departments of the city in establishing particular forms of recreation
which they are particularly qualified to do,

: In still further working out ite program, 1t might be necessary
to establish a demonsiration committee to show the value of community
centers and other recreational expsriments, such as providing s center
for the care of a street gang in a particular nsighborhocd, This
committee might make a demonstration in s school building, of community
center work, which would be teken over by the municlpality after a
succegsful demonstration,

The Committee should make specific efforts to interpret
recreation to organizations outsids the so called recreatlionsl groups.

- It was the congensus of opinion that something must be done
to develop & recreational program for the cityj that the problem could
best be worked out by those concerned, that is, by those doing recreat-
fonsl work in the city, Altho i1t is impossible to lay down any definite
rule st the present time, & comprehonsive recreational plen for ,
Louisville might be evolved by first discovering what the problem is
and together discussing a solutlon,

In closing; the Investigation Commlittee recommends the
establishment of a Recreationa)l Committee under the Community Chest
to function as followst

{1) To make an inventory of recreationsl and character
building facilities of the ocity.

{2} To determine what new facilities are necessary.

{3) To devise ways and means of securing such facilities and
promoting & year round city wide program for children
and adults, making recreational facilitlies available to
sveryons, -

{4) To cowordinate recreational and character building work
in Louisville, ‘

Respectfully submitted,

Frances Thgram, CRAIPmAn
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el SURVEY OF THE LOWER POINT
'From Preston Street to Cable Street, and from the River
to the Railroad
SUBMITTED BY THE RECREATIONCOUNCIL OCTOBER 1926

In making & survey of the Lower Point, the Recreation Council
attempted to determine: first, by means of a house to house canvass
approximately how many individuals are living there, and into Jjust
wha$ age groups these may be divided; the exact educational and rece
reational facilities available to the people of that community, and
also the religious influences brought to bear therej; second, by
talking to the police and Jjuvenile court officers about the amount
and kind of delinquency occurring on the Point; third, all possible
locations for & playground and a community center together with what
information could be obtained about each; fourth, the possible cost
of eguipment and operating a building, and the scope of activities
it might provide,

POPULATION:

In making the house to house canvass, we visited one hundred
and fifteen white families, and twenty-one colored families, rep-
resenting a total of four hundred and forty-~nine white people, and
ninety~six colored. These individuals may be grouped according to
age as follows: »

2.yrs, & under 3-5 6-9 1012 13-14 15-17 18-21 Aduls
White 33 40 49 34 16 18 17 242
Colored % 10 9 7 3 0 3 60

It was felt that in planning the activities for a possible
community center, it would be .very helpful to have the population
divided into the various age groups usually observed by recreation
workers, a8 has been done in.the table above,

Miss Cornelia Beech,) principal of the primary school on the
Point, says that in her-estimation, one of the most significant fea=
tures about the Point is the high death rate of the children there,
and the absolute resignation of the families to this fact. There
is nothing, she says, to make them live., The babies who are born
there may well be compared to the Spartan babies of old; it is mere=
ly & question of the survival of the fittest.

s i s s T it e g

From talking to the principals of several of the schools, we
found that very little was offered in the way of extra curricular
activities, but that the Point residents, both parents and chilw

. dren, took no interest in what was offered. Point parents take
no interest in the Perent-Teacher Associations or in the schools
thesmselves,

There is a great deal of truancy for trivial reasons, and the
parents show no cooperation. One principal told of a parent who,
when asked about the children'!s absence said, "If you want them
send them some clothes, or come and get them."™ She also told of
another child who claimed that his family had no money with which
to buy his books. When given an affi.davit however for his fathe

ES A



to\fill out in order that the school board might furnish his books,
it developed that the father was too indifferent to even comply

with that simple requirement.

One principal, in discussing the general condition of things
on the Point, made the observation that the people arg for the most
part, of a low American type, with no idezls and possessing only
the great American attribute, independence. They respect nothing
and care for nothing, :

Almost all of the school authorities interviewed felt that a
comnunity center might be of value, but we felt that they were re-
garding it as a negative question,~-that is, that their attitude
was that it could do no harm to try it.

It might be added, too, that all the teachers complained of
the dirty and unkempt condition in which the children came to school,

There is no library nearer to these people than the main build-
ing of the public library, which only a few of them have ever seen,
and the material for what very little reading they do is drawn maine-
ly from the limited supply of magazines at the corner drug store,
The children, it seems, have practically nothing except their school
books,

There is one small colored church on the Point, which & good
many of the colored pecple attend, but there is no white church, and
we found that while many claimed to be church members, only & small
percentage is attending services anywhere. Some seemed to feel that
they would like a church near enough fot them to attend and take
their families, regardless of denomination, The Pastor of St. Jo-
seph's Church, however, expressed the feeling that the church could
do very little for the people of the Point; he felt in fact, that it
would be impossible for anyone to do anything in an elevating way
for them, as they were inherently incapable of appreciating the
better things of life., He said that in so far as the individual
child is concerned, they can accomplish practically nothing because
they are constantly moving, and because what little impression they
are able to make is soon obliterated by the overwhelming home con-
ditions, He also made the comment that the Barents often use the
children to inspire sympathy, and that in every case with which he
was familiar, any outside response to their needs only made it possi-
ble for the father to leave his job and go on & debauch.

-~

We found that there are no centers for recreation within the
limits of the lower Point, either private, public or commercisal,
We also attempted to find out what recreational or character build~
ing agencies are working on the Point, and by inquiring of those
listed below, we received the accompanying information:

Boy Scouts: Mr, Wilcox said they have tried at various
times to organize troops on the Point, but have received
no cooperation and have been unable to do any sort of

work,



esley House: Miss CGainey saild that the only connection

s s

they have with the Point is that a few of the mothers and
girls have bslonged to clubs at Wesley House.

=

Y M,C,A,: Mr. McNair said they had no activity on the Point,
and that the people were not interested.

Y. W.C,A,: Miss Willett said that so far they had done no
work on the Point, and as far as she knew, had no members
from that territorys.

First Christian Chgrch Social Center: Miss Coombs 1s much
interested, although she has never done any work there,.

GIRl Scouts: Have no troop on the Point.

We feel rather certain that some of these organizations would be
glad to cooperate, should a center be established.

In making our house to house canvass, we also attempted to learn
as much as possible of how the Point residents spent their leisure
time. We found that the only form of recreation with which they seemed
to be at all familiar was the picture show. A number, we found, attenw
ded occasionally, othere more or less regularly, but the particular
houses patronized were always the same, the Savoy, the Orpheum, the
Gayety, and others of the same type in that section of the town,

We were unable to learn of any dance halls or other public places
of amusement which drew a following from this community.

And so, not being successful in getting much information from
anyone as to how they spent their leisure time, the question was akked
repeatedly, "What do you,do to have a good time down here? How do you
amuse yourselves when youre not working?" And again and again would
come. the puzzled reply, "Why I just s8it here.®™ Or, with a more hope~
ful expression, would come the additional information, "We watch the
machines go buy.® One woman, when asked if the neighbors ever got tow
gether to have & good time among themselves in & neighborly way re-
plied, "No, I guess we wouldn®t know how to go about that." All
profess not to associate with their neighbors, anyhow, '

When asked where their children played, thay would point com-
placently to @ filthy strip of bare yard, or a near by dump-="And
where in rainy, bad weather?" they would be asked, whereupon they
would indicate the spacious possidilities of the oneior fwo'fgoms
occupied by the entire family.

) Realizing the relation between delinquency and leisure time,
an effort was made to get statistics from the Police and Juvenile
Courts, showing the type and extent of delinguency occurring on the
Point over a five year period, but these figures were not available.
In talking to the Captain of the Police district, we found that there
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were faewer calls proportionately for runs to that section than to
any other section of the city. Practically their only call is to
settle family fights. ’

When asked for his reaction toward the possible establishment
of & community center, he made the statement that, to begin with,
there was no place on the Point fit for a white playground because
of the negro situation, for the negroes are rapidly taking the
Point and intermingling more and more with the ¥hite people, And
that in the second place, he did not believe, dus to the low grade
of intelligence everywhere prevalent, that you could ever get the
people interested in the work of a center,

He also made the statement, and our own investigations bear
him out in it, that you would find very few of the Tteen age boys
and girls living on the Point., "There is nothing there for them,*
he said, "and if they have anything to them at all, they move
away.,"

We were not able to obtain statistics in Juvenile Court eithw
er, but we were told there also that the number of c¢hildren brought
in from the Point section was very small,

As will be sesen from statistics, there are only ninety-six
colored people on the Point, thirty-six of whom are children.
However, the percentage of colored people is increasing.

The Ewald Iron Company on Clay Street has offered the use of
@ lot across from their plant which might easily be surfaced and
put into use as a colored playground., Both paid and volunteer
workers might be obtained from among those who took the training
course for colored men and women given by the Recreation Council
last spring.

s
~

In visw of the attitude taken by school authorities, church
officers, and law enforcement officers, and because of the ime
pressions of the visitors making the house to house canvass, there
is grave doubt on the part of the Point Committee of the Recrea-
tion Council as to whether a community center could be so operated
as to be of real value there, unless an exceptional leader and an
exceptional program were offered to arrouse the interest of the
people. If,however, it seems advisable to make the expar iement,
we make the following recommendations:

That if a church is to be rebuilt on the Point, and we have
heard that this ds & possibility, it might be wise to use this
church as an institutional church, as is being done all over the
country. That is, that the building be so constructed that, in
addition to its use for regular religious services, it may be
used during the week, or en certain days of the week, for the
customary activities of & community center. For we fesl that
if anything is to be done, the people shodd. be given the reli-
gious influence of the church, and in esddition the wholesome
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leisure time activities which are also educational,:

If the plan of the Institutional Church is not feasible, then
we suggest the renting of the small brick dbuilding at 334 Campbell
Street which may be rented for $30,00 (possibly less), This build-
ing is next door to a vacant lot owned by the Big Four Raillroad
which might be available &8 a playground site; Campbell Street, how-
ever, is rapidly becoming a negro center, we are told.

The building suggested consists of two emall rooms downstairs

and two above, While not a great many activities could be carried
on in this small space, it might be possible to work the accompany-~

ing program:

Signed,

q%&SkL-<F%E&G}LinN \&EEH*AJJ;4x<\

Chairmafi. of the Point Committee

Approved by

Secrastary, Recreation Council.
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According to the original plan for completing this survey, an
accurate and scientific estimate of the cost of equipping and opera-
ting the four room building suggested in the report was to have been
submitted. However, due to the unforessen jllness and departure of
Miss Levin, Secretary of the Recreation Council, it was impossible
to work this up as we should like to have dons. We are therefore
submitting the following tentative suggestions as to the absolute
necessitiesy

EQUIPMENT:
Curtains $ 5,00
4 doz. Chairs 140,00 (2 doz. large
2 doz. small)
Pictures should be donated
Cupboard of :
equipment 15,00
Piano
Stove

Games 25,00

Book shelves 10,00

w L &1L Y 2 20

MAINTENANCE
Worker 1,500 to 2,000 a year
gater 15,00 a year
Sight 24,00
Heat 50,00
Miscellaneous 100.00 (to cover parties and
other incidentals)
Telephone 54,00

The amount necessary for the equipment and maintenance of a
clinic will depend upon the extent of service, Doubtless the al-
ready existing organizations rendering health service in this dis~-
trict will cooperate with any plans for the promotion of health,
and will be able to supply working equipment and personnel for a
nominal sum,

ACTIVITIES

We feel that the first start could be made through a gane
room for the l1ittle boys and girls, and that from these groups
might start the organization into clubs and classes, Through
this, the worker might make a contact with the neighboring
homes.

Also & branch of the Public Library might be started in
ths Center.

Clubs and classes in handicraft, etec., and for purely rece
reational purposes, might be organized with the adults,



SERVICES RENDERED THE COMMUNITY
By The Recreation Council

in 1928

The value of the work done by the Recresation Ccuncil
during the past year cannot be adequately revegled in a statement
of statistics. Particularly is this true in regard to the Recreation
Training Courses conducted, as it is impossible to estimate the
thousands who are benefited because of the increased ability of these
leaders.

Individuals reached through Volunteers' Bureau organized in 1928,

Reached weekly in settlements and other
social agencies from Janusry to-June 1928...... 535

Reached through specific play programs
A a T S N eI T 0y s NI 6 o 5 0w ovsoialal ain a s cern s s e 260

Now being reached weekly by volunteers in
26 settlements and other social agencies,
(18 of these are Chest agencies) .se.eveseeevess 1211

Reached in Play Days in childrens'

institutions weekly from January to
September 1928 ® # 6 5 0 8 O 6 B B S S RS S S 2L 6'7”7

Enrollment in Recreation Training courses held in 1928,

Training course for Department of Public
Relgrcisibion. | ola e G s ol X e vie s v e sty e Wis, e e e 40

Training course for Daily Vacation Bihle
STl alolekige pletzgilaie s o oo AR AIREER RN RN eSO, T T, i 37

Training course for Parochilal School Play
i e B T e N S S =i us PMBLE 1" 11 55 85 o o a8 25

Training course for Church Leaders,
(representing 39 churches) .L..ceovereececocone 99

Training courses for Volunteer Leaders ...... 231

Individuals reached through other types of service.

Reached -torowsaside IEeS 0t ot o Sae, weifu s o smhidibsth inets 160
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Reached through treet Play conducted by the
Recreation Council and Department of Public’
Reoreation L2 T I I T Y S N N B I IR R O B I I Y B R B 14’198

Interviewed for positions in the Recreation
andi@kavdcter: Bullding £Aeld .6 .0 ot ole 76

Placed in the Recreation and Character
Building field in LOUiSVille LI S N Y I I N 2 B O B I R 55

Total number Individuals reached 17,584
Chest agencies to which service was rendered 28

Non~-Chest agencies to which service was rendered 45
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REPORT COF ACTIVITIES FOR.THE YEAR 1928,

One function and purpose of the Recreation Council is to
effect the intensive training of an effective number of individuals
whose forces are multiplied many times in the environment into which
they are sent. It may be illuminating to guote the following from
Fay H, Marvin, recently appointed Director of the Department of Public
Lecreation: "It i1s my opinion that the vast backgr-und of understand-
ing of the forces of recreation as a part of community life, which
has made possible from the outset a comprehensive public recreation
program, is undoubtedly due to the excellent sducational efforts cf
the Recreation Council.," ©No statement could show with greater
clarity the objective work of the Recreaticn Council since its organiz-
ation in 1924,

0f first importance in the past yearts work, we belileve,
have been the warious training courses, tarcugh which will be opened
new fields of recreation, as for instance: The Perochial schools
recreational program, recreational program of the churches and the
introduction of supervised recreational progrems in a number of
private civic and socilal groups. Training courses, or Institutes,
as they are called, were held with special emphasiz upon each of the
foregcing fields.

The Church Recreation Institute was organized following a
conference with Church and Ministerial bodies for the purpose of
training leaders, who upon completion of their %training, organized
recreational programs in their respective churches which delegated
them as students to the Institute. 99 received training represent-
ing 39 churches.

The purpose 'of the Institute for Parochisl Reécreation
Leaders was to train leaders for the parochial schonls, in which for
the first time, an organized recreational program is being carried on
for children of all ages, both during the school hours and after
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gphool hours. 26 received training for parochial school leadership

/

and they are working in eight schocls in the city.

Instruction in recreation in the Daily Vacation Bible
3cheol Institute was given to 37 white and colored leaders so that
the Play ryz-grams in the Daily Vacation Bible Schools held during
the summer months might be emphasized,

Two Volunteer Training Ccurses snponsored by our Volunteers'
Bureau gave training to 231 people, having as its purncse the train-
ing of young people who would give at least one period a week of
volunteer social service to the social agencies in the community.
The form of service includes leadership of games dand story groups,
drematic and choral groups, coaching of athletics, teaching of handi-
craft classes, leading of parties, giving clerical and typing service,
assisting with library work, tutoring children at.the City Hospital,
serving as accompanists for dancing classes and choral groups, etc.

These leaders are now reaching approximately 1211 children
and young peovle, representing abcut $5,000,00 a year in service;
which service would not be available to the agencies were it not for
the volunteers., Volunteers have given service to 40 different agencies
during the year =il are at present givihg 'service to 26 different
agencies, following a carefully considered program of assignments on
a definite time schedule, cach one giving one or two periods a week.

It is perceivable that the foregoing describes a Council effort of
value and importance in & very definite sense,

Another item is the routine work with the agencies in
helping them melve their various recreational problems and helping
them in the selection of competent staff members as well as serving
in other advisory and assisting capacities, all of which entail many
hours of purroseful and-constructive service. Ameong such services of
major importance were the weekly Play Days and Swimming Parties for
the orphanage children; the interviewing of 76 and thie placement of
55 recreation leaders in the agencies.

Vigdbtation of summer camps and the organization and
supervision of the educational and recreational program at the Hast
End Day Nursery were nart of the year's program. For the past two
months the Recreation Council has been verfecdting parts of the general
plan for the coordinating of ths case working and recreational
agencies, the purpose of which is to bring into association with the
children of the clients! families the privileges of the recreational
agencies,

Launching of the program of the Department of Public
Recreation in the early summer was confronted bv a shortage of trained
playground and recreation leaders, In conjunction with other coopera-
“ion of the Recreation Council asked by the Department of Public
Recreation, an Institute for the training of such leaders was organiz-
ed and successfully met the emergency. Herewith is an extract from
the formal report of the Department of Public Recreation to the Board
of Park Coumissioners, made in September 1928: "The Recreation Counci:
and its Executive Secretary, Miss Ida Levin, have been unfailing in
thelr efforts and help; among the special activities with which Miss
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Levin helpcd was the tral ning school for leaders, held in the beginn-
ing of the season and the supervision of the Street Play, which was
successfully conducted jolintly by the Recreation Council and the
Prblic Recreation Department.”

Street Play, the joint undertaking of the Recreation Councll
and the Deparbtment of Public Recreation, was institutéd in areas of
the city lacking facilities and organized play programs. The program
was under the sunervision of the Recreation Council and was financed
by the Department of Public Recreation. Play was conducted by 36
treined leaders in three white. and three colored residential
districts each week and ameliorated certain manifest discontents,.
14,198 children, young people and adults took part in the eight weeks!
period it was conducted.

The Recreation Council was one of the three Councils
cooperating in the study of the day nursery situvation, findings of
which it is presumed, have already been placed before the committee.
A study was also made of the recreational facilitieS\Qf the Salvation
Army, and.. '

Owing to the pressure of the intensive special training
program the general educational program, such as speaking before
groups end institutions ,was lightened as compared to previous years.
Greater effort was directed toward securing of newspaper publicity
which won a more comménsurate reward, Seeking a more wide spread
appreciation and understanding of the purpose of organized play, a
series of 35 articles for future publication have been prepared,

While the preceding is believed to be a fairly accurate
and descriptive picture of the principle activities and accomplish-
ments of the Recreation Council during 1928, it is to be noted that
the volume of detail work associated there préﬁuded the possibility
of giving a larger number of special services which of necessity
were refused because of their secondary importance.

Respectfully submitted

ida Levin
Lxecutive Jeeretary,
Recreation Council.
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Introductory

Dr. Johnson used to say that much might be made of a
Scotchman if he be caught young. This, with some truth,
may be said of all men, and the saying points to the
governing principle of modern philanthropic enterprise.
People who despair of mature sinners are ready to give
effort and money to lead children out of the dark.

But you can not always make a child drink, though you
bring him to the fountain of knowledge; and modern primary
education is concerned not so much with the substance of
learning as with the method of instilling it. Witness the
kindergarten. Now the Recreation League uses the most
palatable of doses; here the bolus of Discipline is encased
in the capsule of Play. It may surprise some persons to
be told that the Recreation League has Education among
its objects. It is true that there are no “lessons’’ to be
wrung from reluctant books, it is true that “fun’’ is one of
the League’s most cherished mottoes, but it is also true that
education of a most valuable and permanent sort is accom-
plished under the laughing disguises of the play ground,
education in right thought, “square’’ action, clean speech,
self-control, consideration for others. The roundsman on
his beat will tell you whether this is real or not; so will the
docket of the Police Court. )
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Historical

In 1892 The Board of Park Commissioners for Louisville
equipped an open-air gymnasium in Boone Square, and
Kenton Place and Logan Place, in East and West Market
street, were opened, with swings for the children. In these
places there was no supervision of play.

To Miss Mary Anderson, now Mrs. A. A. Hill, of New
York, is-due the first credit for the establishment of public
playgrounds in Louisville. In 1899, through her enthusiasm
and energy, a vacant lot on Main street between Floyd and
Brook was fitted with swings, see-saws, bars and sand heaps.
Volunteers directed the play of the children. The average
daily attendance was about forty-six.

Again, through her effort in 1900, playgrounds were
opened, by permission of the School Board, in the yards of
the Normal School on East Market street and of the Floyd
and Chestnut streets schools. Mr. T. E. Downey was
secured from the International Y. M. C. A. Training School,
at Springfield, Mass., to instruct the children in games and

‘was assisted voluntarily by several kindergartners.

In December, 1901, there was organized, as the direct
outcome of these experiments and in response to a call of the
“Civic Committee’’ of the Woman’s Club, an association
calling itself the “ Recreation League.” This body, through
its Executive Committee, at once asked the codperation of

2

the Board of Park Commissioners, making the following sug-
gestions: That the “‘model playground’’ at the ¢ Triangle’’
be completed and equipped according to the plan already
adopted by the Board, that a much enlarged equipment be
provided in Boone and duPont Squares, that Baxter Square
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be made a public playground and that a play director be
placed in each of these four playgrounds, at the expense of
the Board of Park Commissioners, to be, however, selected
by the Recreation League and to be subject to the super-
vision and control of a General Supervisor who should be
employed and paid by the League. These suggestions were
at once adopted by the Board of Park Commissioners, and to
the Commissioners the officers of the Recreation League
make grateful acknowledgment of their open-hearted and
open-handed support.

Upon receiving these and other assurances of financial
help, the League proceeded to prepare for the Summer. Mr.
Arthur Leland, a young man educated at Springfield and
elsewhere for this work, was employed as General Super-
visor, assistants for each yard were secured, kindergartners
for the girls and small children, young men for the older boys,
and six playgrounds were opened, one in the Normal School
yard, one at the “Triangle’ (head of Third street), one at
duPont Square, one at Baxter Square, one at Boone Square
and one in the school yard at Floyd and Chestnut. These
were kept going from June 23d to September 6th.

Playgrounds were open from 8:30 A. M. until 5:30 P. M.,
with a mid-day recess. During this season there was no super-
vision of play after nightfall. Attention is specially invited
to the very interesting tables of attendance, of games played,
of hours of play, with classifications of these facts according
to sex and age, which appear on pages 8 and 9. These
cover the seasons of 19o1 and 1902. Mature and staid
readers glancing through these lists of games may catch
some once-familiar, half-forgotten name and remembering
the ecstasy of life’s morning be moved to help other children
to like delights.
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During this season of 1901 was organized the “ Louisville
Playground Athletic Union,” which was governed by a
“Board of Control,” consisting of three members of the
Recreation League, appointed by the President, and two
representatives of each playground, one boy and one girl,
elected by vote of the chilrden of each playground. By
this Board a schedule was arranged for the whole season,
providing for matches between teams from each playground
in all branches of sport, baseball, track events, basketball,
tennis, croquet, etc. A scheme for scoring credits for
victories in these various sports was devised and a hand-
some silk banner was offered by President Kinkead as a
championship trophy. This was won by Boone Square
and was floated over their playground during the season of
1902. Itis to become the permanent possession of the play-
ground winning it three times. As an aid to enthusiasm
and loyalty, buttons were purchased, bearing the name of
the Recreation Ieague and colored differently to distinguish
the several playgrounds, which were sold to the children of
the playgrounds at one cent each, button-holders being
enrolled as junior members of the League.

In 1902 a similar but larger plan was followed. The play-
grounds during this season were at the “ Triangle,” at duPont
Square, at Boone Square, at Baxter Square, at Market and
Wenzel School yard, at “Neighborhood House” (First
between Green and Walnut), and at the Evening Post’s
“Newsboys’ Playgrounds.” Mr. Leland was again Gen-
eral Supervisor. The names of those who acted as his
assistants during both seasons are printed on page 3. There
was a marked increase in attendance, as shown by the
accompanying tables.
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In 1902 the Kinkead trophy was finally captured by the
“Triangle,” after a contest so close that,had the *News-
boys ” won their last scueduled ball game, three playgrounds,
the Triangle, Newsboys and Boone Square, would have
tied for first place.

Financial

A statement of the sums collected and disbursed by the
League during the two years of its existence is printed on
page 20. 'This shows that the utmost economy has been
practiced. In a city of Louisville’s size it should be easy to
secure a much larger fund, and such a fund could be used to
inestimable advantage. Not only could more playgrounds
be maintained but more instructors could be placed in each.
This would greatly increase their usefulness, since the attend-
ance has been demonstrated, here and elsewhere, to be
directly and intimately related to the presence of instructors.
Heretofore the League has had, in addition to Mr. Leland,
whose duties require him to move daily from place to place,
but one assistant to each playground, and as some of them
were qualified to deal only with the girls and small children
and some with the older boys, it is apparent that one class or
the other must have been more or less neglected during some
part of each day. This situation added largely to the already
heavy burden of the assistants, who served with greater zeal
than their somewhat meagre salaries could possibly induce.
Such a state of affairs should be permitted to exist no longer.

Our lllustrations

The League feels that the pictures published herewith
speak more eloquently than tongue or pen. It regrets that
it cannot present more views of the schoolyard playgrounds,
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whose graceless surroundings are more speaking witnesses to
the need of the play instructor than are the turf and trees of
Boone or Baxter Square. The wading-pools, too, should be
better shown, for they are an unending source of delight
throughout the hot days, and are, moreover, the first put in
use in an American city. That at Baxter Square, for
example, is about 120 by 6o feet, is made of concrete, is deep
enough for serious wading and is constantly supplied with
fresh water. A glance at the picture on page — will move
the heart of any boy from three-score and ten down.

Comments

Differences of race made probleris for the League, as they
have for other and more conspicuotis societies. During 1901
colored children were present at Baxter Square in numbers
and in more ways than one disturbed the serenity of the
playground. The white children were, in many instances,
forbidden by their parents to attend when colored children
were there.. To obviate this difficulty several experiments
were made. Parts of the ground were set aside for each
Tace, separate hours were appointed for each, different
days, and, these failing, an effort was made to secure colored
playgrounds with colored instructors. ‘This failed for lack
of both funds and Space, but will probably prove the solution
of the difficulty. In addition to the opposition of white
parents to the association of the two races, the unruly natures
of the colored children finally forced their exclusion. In
Baxter Square they were allowed, in 1901, half of the swings.
These they presently broke. Efforts to organize two colored
ball nines were unsuccessiul.  In 1902 they were uniformly
excluded from the games of the playgrounds and there has
been no trouble.,
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The League, in 1902, for the first time, maintained an
evening playground in the yard of “ Neighborhood House,”’
a social settlement. It was open from 7:30 until 9:30 each
evening, when the attendance averaged nine more than
that of the afternoon. The personnel, however, completely
changed, a considerable number of employed boys being
reached by the night playground. Great difficulty was
experienced in finding games which would hold the interest
of the feverish minds of these children. Punching-bags and
boxing-gloves finally solved the problem. Great improve-
ment was noticed in the language and general behavior of
the boys. Supervisor Leland reports, however, that it seems
unwise, for the present at least, to increase the number of
night playgrounds, because of the difficulty of getting suit-
able men to place in charge.

"I'he moral result of this work is too well-known to require
argument; but the following extracts from the report of
Supervisor Leland are not out of place.

«“Asg a result of placing Play Supervisors at the small parks
and opening them for play, the number of people using them
has increased very markedly. A visit to the Parks after the
closing of the Play Department showed the attendance
dwindle down to a dozen or two in each park. A number
of children drawn by the personalty of the play super-
visors and the interest in competitive games have walked
fourteen blocks daily to attend the playgrounds.

“Boone Square offers the best example of what can be
accomplished in a neighborhood by a well-conducted play-
ground. Formerly the boys in that vicinity amused them-
selves stealing milk bottles in the morning; now interest in
athletics sees them on the playground and off the street and
out of mischief.
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‘“‘Before the placing of Play Supervisors at this park it had
a very bad reputation. Mothers did not care to have their
children there. Now the mothers are unanimous in saying
that they always feel at ease when they know that their
children are on the playground.

“Loyalty to the playground was manifested by a group of
boys who went to the home of a boy who had stolen a ball
and brought it back to the playground. The play super-
visors try in all possible ways to become acquainted with
the children. The kindergartners visit the mothers in
order that they may feel an interest in the playgrounds.
Many of the children visit the play supervisors all through
the winter. One little lad said to his two teachers, “ You be
sure and put in your application early because we all want
you back next year.” Another one said: “Mr. and us
are just like peaches and cream.” Thus through this per-
sonal interest the instructors are enabled to exert a wonder-
ful influence for good over the children. The boys are not
permitted to smoke or use any bad language while on the
playgrounds.. Many of our boys at first hardly knew when

they were swearing. We feel that in many cases the habit
has been entirely broken up. One boy went to the country
for a few weeks and told the instructor that while away he
had not “cussed’’ once. A real interest in athletics will do
much to stop cigarette smoking, for the boy who is a cigar-
ette fiend never is a winner in athletics. When the boy sees
the truth of this the cigarette is doomed.”

It has been the policy of the League to emphasize the
athletic features of the work rather than the “vacation
school” idea. The constructive work of the vacation-school
is of the utmost importance and the League cherishes the
ambition of seeing such schools established in Louisville; but
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for the present the more crying need seems to be the build-
ing of the sound body to house the sound mind, a need very
real with those little children whose bodies and minds are
fagged with the nine months of bookwork. Moreover, games
and specially team games and athletic competitions where
the competitors contend, not for their personal profit, but
for the renown of their respective playgrounds, are superior
to “‘constructive” play as aids to the development of char-
acter. Their tendencies are democratic and unselfish. Free
play offers the best means of reaching moral lessons. Sham
is off guard in a warmly-contested game, nature is upper-
most. The boy who has learned to play according to rulein
all the circumstances of the game has laid a firm foundation
of character. Some “oonstructive’’ work has been done, such
as folding papers, raffia-weaving, sewing, and story-telling,
but it has been wholly as rest from active play and has been
used almost altogether on very hot days.

The League desires to bear witness to the faithful, ener-
getic and intelligent services of Mr. Leland and his assist-
ants. Through their devotion hundreds of children have
been made happier and stronger. To the representatives
of the press of Louisville, with whom its officers have dealt,
the League would make grateful acknowledgment of un-
failing patience and courtesy and of a generous regard for
the interest of the League.

In conclusion, the League desires to commend to public
and official notice the following recommendations of Super-
visor Leland’s report.

‘SX04 HHL Y04 TIVdlddASva
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Recommendations

“I would respectfully recommend that the summer play-
grounds be continued and that the movement be enlarged to
embrace the whole city.

“Also that the Park Board be requested to provide
materials and play supervisors so that in the coming year
the playground work may continue throughout the fall,
during the afternoons and Saturdays until winter time, and
that the playgrounds be opened under supervision early in
the spring.

““Also that steps be taken by the city to gain possession of
vacant lots in the thickly-settled parts of the city that they
may be used as playgrounds,”’
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Games Played

In 1901, in order to ascertain the children’s interest in
different games, statistics of the games played were taken by
the kindergartners in four different playgrounds every after-
noon for sixty days, with the following result:

Ti ir i

GAME _PlBagrsirﬁg Age Pla;ri!xelg IPﬁly%;g Age Pﬂ%gg
1. Baseball. 2611 | 12-14|1400 hrs. | o oo |ocemeen
2. Basketball. 1682 131801 “ | 1611 | 12-13|652 hrs
3. Ring Toss. 714 | 8-12|146 * 694 | 8-11(146 “
4. Drop Handkerchief. 717 | 4-14| 29 “ 999 | 4-14| 29 “
5. Checkers. 628 | 12-13(954 “ | |eco|immeeee
6. Nigger Baby and Sokie. 580 | 11-12| 20 “ | __|eeeeofemomm—-
7. Fox and Geese. 454 | 8-12| 22 “ 500 | 10-12| 22 “
8. Bean Bag. 370 7-10| 30 “ 464 | 10-13| 30 “
9. Cat and Mouse. 312 | 812 9 “ 343 | 8-12( 9 ¢
10. Bean Bag (Team Game). 227 | 10-13| 20 “ 280 | 10-14| 20 “
11. Slap Jack. 208 | 9-13| 22 « | 381l 9-13l 22 «
12. Lemonade. 203 813 11 “ 303 | 813/ 11 “
13. Croquet. 165 | 10-11| 26 ¢ 153 | 9-13| 26 “
14. Farmer in Dell. 176 | 9-10] 2 “ 182 6-8 2 “
15. Antony Over. 182 12| 4 « 35 15| 4 ¢«
16. Bull in Pen. 121 12| 2 ¢« 152 12| 2 ¢
17. Chicky my Chick. 154 13 2 “ 107 8 2 «
18. Loobly Loo. 139 100 2 “ 103 8 2 ¢
19. Dominoes. 50 9| 25 “ 100 10{ 25 “
20. Jumping. 100 12[ 10 « | 120 9| 10 ¢
i o R (45 f (ARG NN 36 100 9 «
22. Green Gravel. 116 6-7 3 “ 111 5-9 3 ¢
23. Susan in the Garden 37 11 % “ 43 11 ¥ “
24. Quoits. 37 (112 B (S L s

Other Games Played Occasionally
King William, Rotten Eggs, Leap Frog, I Spy, Miller
and the Mill, Mulberry Bush, Frog in the Middle, London
Bridge, Muffin Man, Old Mother Hoopescoop, Poison, Lazy
Mary, Old Sweet Bread and Barley, Catcher, Hide and Seek,
Catchball,




/ILLE SUMMER PLAYGROUNDS

ames Played

- to ascertain the children’s interest in
stics of the games played were taken by
\ four different playgrounds every after-
with the following result:

oys Time Girl Time
_Pl%ysiyng Age | Playing Playi;g Age Plal.?'}ng
2611 | 12-14[400 hirs.| oo o|oo—e | om -
1682 13/1801 ¢ | 1611 | 12-13/652 hrs.
714 8 12[146 * 694 811|146 “
717 4-14| 29 “ 999 4-14| 29 “
628 | 12-13|954 “ |- |omenn|ommmem-
ie. 580 | 11-12] 20 “ |oo|ocoso|ozoe—e-
454 8-12| 22 « 500 | 10-12| 22 “
370 7-10 30 “ 464 | 10-13| 30 “
312 8-12| 9 343 8-12 9 “
1e). 227 | 10-13| 20 “ 280 | 10-14f 20 “
208 9-13| 22 “ 381 9-13! 22 “
203 8-13f 11 “ 303 8-13| 11
165 | 10-11| 26 “ 153 9-13| 26 “
176 9-10| 2 “ 182 6-8 2 “
182 12, 4 ¢ 35 15| 4 ¢
121 12| 2 “ 152 120 2 ¢
154 13| 2 “ 107 8 2 ¢
139 10 2 “ 103 8 2 “
50 9| 25 “ 100 10| 25
100 12/ 10 “ 120 9 10 “
___________________ 36 100 9 “
116 6-7 3 ¢ 111 5-9f 3 “
37 11 3 “ 43 1 ¥ “
37 T NS ANCAN IS ] [ERal ! (Sl

Games Played Occasionally

Rotten Eggs, Leap Frog, I Spy, Miller
erry Bush, Frog in the Middle, London

|, Old Mother Hoopescoop, Poison, Lazy
-ead and Barley, Catcher, Hide and Seek,

A SCHOOLYARD PLAY-GROUND. WADING POOL AT BAXTER SQUARE




THE LOUISVILLE SUMMER PLAYGROUNDS i9

A glance at the summary shows that base ball is by far
the most popular boy’s game. Basketball is the most
popular girl’s game. Both these games are played by the
older children mostly and form a class by themselves.

The remaining games may be divided into four classes.
They are given in the order of their popularity.

Drop the Handerchief, Ring Toss, Checkers, Sokie or
Nigger Baby, Bean Bag, Fox and Geese, Cat and Mouse.
This group next to the two first-named sports are the most
popular games of our playgrounds.

Slap Jack, Lemonade, Croquet, Chincky my Chick,
Loobly Loo, Green Gravel, and Jumping, form another class
of games which are played quite frequently.

Jacks, Quoits and Susan in the Garden are played some-
what.

King William, Rotten Eggs, Leap Frog, I Spy, Miller
and the Mill, Mulberry Bush, Frog in the Middle, London
Bridge, Muffin Man, Old Mother Hoopescoop, Poison, Lazy
Mary, Old Bread and Barley, Catcher, Hide and Seek, and
Catchball have been played enough to receive mention.

Baseball, Checkers, Sokie and Quoits are played by the
boys almost exclusively, while the girls were the only ones
to play Jacks.

The year 1902 has marked a decided advance in the
class of games played by the children. ‘The development is
towards greater interest in team games and games in which
the playground competes with other playgrounds.

Baseball has as usual been the favorite. We have organ-
ized three leagues—the Minor for boys under 13, Junior for
boys under 16 and Senior Leagues including boys 16 and
over. The larger boys have used the grounds two after-
noons a week. Only the games played by the smaller boys
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counted in the fight for the pennant. The Juniorteams played
three games each with all the other playgrounds. The
Seniors and Minors played one each.

We also have an inter-playground Croquet Tournament
for the girls.

The closing day, September 6th, was devoted to a Track
and Field- Meet. Each playground was represented by a
team of boys and girls.

The events were:

In Boys: 50 and 100-yd. dashes, running high jump,
running broad jump.

Junior age limit: 15 years LI months.

Minor age limit: 12 years I1 months.

Putting 8-1b. shot.

Sack race, 25 yds.

400-yd. Relay Race, 4 in a team.’

In Girls:

s0-yd. Dash.
25-yd. Sack Race.




WILLE SUMMER PLAYGROUNDS

forthepennant. The Juniorteamsplayed
with all the other playgrounds. The

played one each.
| inter-playground Croquet Tournament

September 6th, was devoted to a Track
jach playground was represented by a
tls.

nd 100-yd. dashes, running high jump,
p.
15 years 11 months.
12 years 11 months.
ot.
ls.
dace, 4 in a team.’

PLAY-HOUSE AT THE “ TRIANGLE.”




THE LOUISVILLE SUMMER PLAYGROUNDS

Treasurer’s Reports
1901
(Period of Operation, 3 Months)
Receipts—
Contributions, . . . . . .
Appropriation by Park Board,
Total,
Disbursements—
SALARIES:
Superintendent, . . . . . . . .. ... . $225.00
Assistants (6), . . . . . . . . . . . 435.00
Janitors, . . . « . wu o NS L. 25.00
General and Miscellaneous Expenses, . . . 122.10
Balance, .
1902
(Period of Operation, 3 Months)
Receipts—
Balance from 1901,
Contributions, . . .

Appropriation by Park Board,

Total,
Disbursementa—
SALARIES
Superintendent, . . . . . . . . . . $225.00
Assistants (8), . . . . . . . . . . . 618.60
General and Miscellaneous Expenses, . . . 199.95
DErrcIr:

Unpaid Subscriptions,

21

$559.93
285.00

$844 .93

$807.10
$ 37.83

$ 37.83
541.00
460.00

. $1038.83

$1043.55

$ 4.72
$ 12.00
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Contributors

Mrs. Temple Bodley
Miss Stella Dembitz
Miss Emily Dembitz
Mrs. E. F. Trabue e
Mrs. C. M. Bullitt 33
Miss Minnie Baldauf
Mrs. Julia B. Heyburn
Mrs. Henry Strater
Mrs. M. B. Carter
Mrs. Andrew Cowan
Mrs. Edward Sachs
Miss Annie B. Temple
Mrs. Mary G. Wilson
Mrs, Virginia S. Caperton
Mrs. M. P. Gill
‘Mrs. Samuel A. Culbertson
Miss Zara DuPont
Mrs. Mary R. Belknap
Miss Lucy Belknap
Miss C. H. Richardson
Miss Mary Verhoeff
Mrs. M. M. Todd
Miss Nellie Peters
Mrs. Charles E. Currie
Mrs. C. C. Mengel
Miss Laura Breed
Miss Persis Breed
. Mrs. William Culbertson
Mrs. Albert Brandeis
Mrs. A. G. Barret
Mrs. Bertha K. Sachs
Mrs. Helm Bruce
Miss Mary D. Anderson
Miss Maud Ainslie
Voung Ladies Guild, Warren
Memorial Church
¢Jolly Boys!’ Club of Neigh-
horhood House
Adas Israel Sunday School
Fred Gernert
Chas. D. Gates
John W, Barr, Jr.
Bernheim Bros.
R. A. Robinson
C. B. Robinson
A. C. Semple
W. E. Booker
A. G. Langham
George A. Robinson
G. W. Gaulbert
R. C. Kinkead

E. S. Bonnie
Theo. Ahrens, Sr.
Theo. Ahrens, Jr.
Happy Helpers” Club
01d Glory” Club
‘Whallen Bros.

C. C. Mengel
Chae. T. Ballard
Fred Hoertz
Milton H. Smith
Geo. W. Norton
W. E. Chess

W. F. Booker

T. W. Ainslie

F. E. Drexler
Geo. Gaulbert

W. H. Dulaney
Alfred Brandeis
William Heyburn
W. I. McNair

J. M. Atherton & Co.
C. E. Currie

T. Jones

W. H, Edinger
C. H. Gibson

Jas. Glazebrook
Kaufman, Straus & Co.
Wm. Cheatham
Louis Seelbach
Helm Bruce

W. A. Glazebrook
S. Thruston Ballard
W. R. Belknap

A. C. Montenegro
1. W. Bernheim
B. Bernheim

W. W. Hite
Lafon Allen

A. M. Robinson
Phil Hollenbach
Geo. A. Newman
C.]J. F. Allen

A. G. Barrett
Levy Brothers

J. B. McFernan
Jas. P. Helm

W. J. Hagan
Morris B. Belknap
A. P. Humphrey
Henry Strater






Board of
Park Commissioners

OF THE

CITY OF LOUISVILLE

Playground Report

FOR
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND TWELVE




Mr. Fred Legvy; Chairman Playgrounds Committee, Board of Park
. Commissioners.

Dear Sir:—As directed by the Board of Park Conimissioners, play-
grounds were formally opened Juné 17th, by assignment of instructors to
duty on that date. ' ]

As directed by the Board, playground supplies were stored and in-
structors released August 31. ‘

The total period during which playgrounds were open and under
direction of instructors was, therefore, seventy-six days. Thirteen play-
grounds, Baxter, Boone, Central, Elliott, Eighteenth and Jefferson, Han-
cock Street, Highland, Reservoir, Shawnee, Shelby, Story Avenue, Third
Street, and Tyler, under direction of instructors, were in use after school
hours June 17th. On Saturday, Juhe 22nd, full day sessions began and
seven additional instructors were assigned to diuty. Othet playgrounds
were prepared for use and instructors assigned in the following order:
Neighborhood House, July 4th ;. Trinity, July 5th; Union Gospel Mission,
July 19th, and Sixteenth and Magazine, August 19th. Hours of operation
for unlighted playgrounds were from 9 a. m. to 7:30 p. m,, or darkness.
Elliott, Shelby, Third Street, Neighborhood House, and the Central Park
swimming pool and women’s gymnasiuni were operated from 9 a. m. to
9 p. m. About the middle of the season, upon installation of arc lights in
Baxter Square and Story Avenie playground, the activities at those
grounds wete cofitinued to 9 p. m. At all of the larger grounds except
Reservolr Park, and at three of the smaller ones, Neighborhood House,
Eighteenth and Jefferson and Story Avenue, Stinday activities under di-
rection of instructors began at 1 ‘o’clock.

EQUIPMENT AND CONDITION.

By playground equipment in its broadest sense is meant “whatever
makes any given space usable for play. purposes.” It includes natural ad-
vantages; condition of surface, play apparatus and instruction service and
supervision. Imstruction service and supervision will be taken up later
ulzid‘er separate heading. Natural advantages, etc, will first be con-
sidered.

The level sodded areas of Central, Boone, Third Street, Baxter and
Shawnee furnished excellent play spaces. The sodded areas of Eighteenth

and’ Jefferson, Elliott, Reservoir Park and Tyler Park were found less.

usable owing to varying degrees of roughness of surface. Clay and sand
surfaces of Story Avenue, Hancock Street and Neighborhood House
grounds gave good service, as did the tan bark surface at Trinity ground.
Repeated effonts of the Superintendent of Parks to improve the surface
of the boys’ playground at Shelby accomplished some temporary benefits,
but comparatively little use of the field was obtained duting the season.
The slope of the Story Avenue ground interfered to some extent with its
use in two ways: 1. Most games can be. more satisfactorily used on
level space. 2. The heavy rains of tlhie sumimer repeatedly put the ground
in bad condition. by washing gullies. The difficulties coitld be obviated
by levelling the lower half of the lot, thus leaving the playgiound on two
levels and making a sodded slope between the two levels. The rough
ness of the play space at Tyler prevented very satisfactory use, buf this
could be corrected by filling the small interstices with earth or tould in
which the grass could take root.

The playgrounds containing shaded areas were often well populated
when other playgrounds were desefted on account of extreme heat. The




small shelters in the otherwise unshaded areas of Elliott Square and Story
Avenue playgrounds afforded some relief during heated hours and on
occasion of sudden showers.

The inventory of August 28th, submitted herewith ,shows apparatus,
supplies, etc., in each playground at that date. A number of problems
arising from the condition and use of the apparatus, deserve discussion.
The five outdoor gymnasium outfits in Central, Shelby, and Elliott grounds
may be considered as standard equipment. Some of the apparatus is not
in good condition, due to exposure to weather and hard usage. Several
horizontal bars and two sets of parallel bars at Central Park were found
to be so rusted by exposure as to be unfit for use. Ropes supporting
travelling and flying rings were of uneven length. A more serious ob-
stacle to use was absence of smooth elastic surfaces beneath the apparatus.
There should be under each pipe frame, a smooth convex surface topped
by from one to three inches of sand ot sand and fine gravel not to exceed
one-fourth inch in diameter. This surface should have attention of a care-
taker during playground season at least once a week so that the uneven-
nesses occasioned by use or weather may be corrected.

Giant strides or maypoles are located in six playgrounds. - These
proved extremely useful pieces of apparatus. The chain type at Story
Avenue occasions the least trouble on account of repairs. The rope types
at Shelby Park are a little more popular, but more expensive on account
of the necessity of replacing rope handles, which wear rapidly. The
latter type is, however, especially desirable for girls and small children.

Swings and seesaws are usual in the playgrounds. The types in use
were founnd in general to be highly satisfactory. The only improvement
that could be suggested is that the irons which strengthen the seats should
be smooth and mortised into the corners of the board. There were two
injuries reported as resulting from finger rings catching on’ projecting
corners of the iron. In some cases it would he advantageous to use sec-
tions of frame swing to support such apparata as flying rings or incline
ladders and sliding poles.

Sand boxes located in each playground were found to be useful only
in limited degree on account of being in several cases located in un-
shaded areas, and on account of small size and uncleanliness. Those at
Story Avenue, Neighborhood House and Highland were large enough to
be usable, although the two latter were not sufficiently provided with sand.
The boxes at Central, Boone and Baxter could readily be dispensed with,
as the attendance has entirely outgrown their small capacity, and they
afford chiefly opportunities for contention.

Fourteen slides located in eleven playgrounds did good service. Three
other small playgrounds could have used slides -advantageously. As the
slide, compared with other playground apparatus is relatively easy to
transport and re-set, all playgrounds might have the advantage of use
of slide by femoving three or four slides during the season. This would
not be serious deprivation to the ground losing a slide, as this sport be-
comes monotonous after a few weeks of constant application.

High jump standards end broad jump space were found to be a part
of the equipment at Central Park and Third Street Playgrounds. During
the summer pits and standards for broad jumping and high jumping were
made a part of the equipment of thirteen other playgrounds. Preparation
of the pits necessitated use of from two to four yards of sand in each of
ten playgrounds. Eleven pairs of posts eight feet high were erected by
the Superintendent of Parks. Iron bolts used as pins were purchased
in sufficient quantity to last through the season at a cost of 50 cents. A
constant supply of cross bars was supplied to the fifteen playgrounds, hav-
ing jumping standards as follows:

74 wooden cross bars from two planing mills....... ..$12.57
130 bamboo cross bars from one firm........... 000000l 4.33

4
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The jumping pits were in constant use throughout the season.

Running tracks were a part of the equipment of two playgrounds only.
Neither track gave adequate service owing to surface of coarse cinders
offensive to bare feet. Attempts were made during the season to construct
running tracks at Tyler, Story Avenue and Jefferson. Each of these five
tracks gave some service, but much greater service could be obtained if
track surface were made more agreeable to bare feet. .

The wading pool at Baxter was found to be of more satisfactory type -
than those at Third Street "Playground, Central Park and Shelby Park.
The points of advantage were concrete bottom, enabling sanitary cleaning,
shallowness which did not tempt youngsters to attempt swimming and
consequent- trouble with parents on account of wet clothing, or the corol-
lary difficulty occasioned by youngsters attempting to change clothing
where no dressing quarters could be provided. The mud bottoms of the
pools at Central and Third Street detracted from their usefulness.

Central Park swimming pool furnished most wholesome sport for a
total of 9,612 users in ten weeks. There was regular instruction during
each swimming period. For the greater part of each day the pool was
reserved for use of boys’ or girls’ gymnasium classes, as had been the
custom in previous seasons. There were also evening classes for young
women engaged during the day and evening classes for young working
men,

The arc lights at Shelby, Elliott, Story Avenue, Third Street, Baxter
and Neighborhood House enabled continuation of play activities and use
of apparatus after nightfall The single-arc light at Central Park was
tised five nights a week for young women’s gymnasium classes. Additional
lights would have added greatly to the evening play possibilities of the
several partly lighted grounds named above. At Shelby, one additional
light is needed, at Elliott two, Central three (men’s gymnasium), Bax-
ter one.

Toilet facilities in general were not found to be of good type nor
well cared for. The best, at Shelby Park, were well located, lighted and
easily capable of supervision, but were not kept clean and free from
odor. Toilet facilities at Baxter were not adequate. Four of the smaller
playgrounds were not provided with toilet facilities, a condition more
satisfactory than that of Story Avenue, where the toilet rooms were so
inconveniently situated that they could not well be supervised by in-
structor or guard.

Inventory of August 28th of all playground and gymnastic apparatus
and athletic supplies, etc., is submitted herewith. Also submitted here-
with is a list of all supplies used on the playgrounds during the season.

The only purchases of playground or gymnastic apparatus (not in-
cluding small supplies of list last mentioned), were: Two sets volley
ball standards, costing $6.50 per pair, one horizontal and vaulting bar
erected at Third Street Playground at cost of $28.00.

Had the Board been prepared to consider any considerable expendi-
ture for apparatus ,the Supervisor would have suggested that a giant stride
(purchase price $50 to $60), and a small pipe frame carrying horizontal
bar, flying rings, incline ladders and climbing rope (total purchase cost
about $250), be erected at Boone Square, and also that Boone Square be
lighted by not fewer than five arc lights.

INSTRUCTORS AND INSTRUCTION.

As authorized, the service of playground instructors was fixed at six
and one-half hours, six days per week. The greatest number in service
on any one day was forty-four, apportioned to the several playgrounds,
as shown on accompanying table. In the following cases extra instructors
were employed as authorized one day a week to relieve regular instructors:
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Story Avenue, 1; Shelby Park, 1; Neighborhood House, 2. Also the
Assistant Supervisor served one day per week at Central Park and one
day per week at Story Avenue to relieve the regular instructors. At
Neighborhood House Playground, on account of heavy attendance, an
extra instructor was placed on duty during the latter part of the sea-
son, whose salary was paid by the institution. .

©  Aside from the extra instructors noted above, the number of in-
structors employed in a given playground exceeded the number employed
in 1911 in three instances. At Baxter Square four, instead of two; Elliott
four, instead of three; Story, three (part time), instead of two. The num-
ber of instructors was decreased over 1911 in the following instances:
Shawnee, one instead of two; Central, seven instead of ten; Triangle, two
instead of three. Instructors were not placed at Iroquois or Cherokee
Parks.

As a body the instructors were reasonably capable. Several adapted
methods to conditions to a remarkable degree. Baxter, Neighborhood
House, Highland, Trinity, Story, and Boone showed remarkably good
organization and wide variety of wholesome activities, largely due to ca-
pability of instructors. Certain instructors in other parks also showed ex-
cellent results. At some points, however, opportunities drifted by. Rec-
ognizing in genral a splendid spirit of willingness on the part of instructors,
it may be said that the force as a whole was weak through lack of a few
well-trained instructors. Some playgrounds suffered on account of
inefficiency of instructors, others which had several instructors could
have been operated more successfully if the number of instructors had been
one less and all had been more efficient.

The small salaries of all, excepting a few instructors, could not be
expected to attract professionally equipped persons. The playgrounds,
which have outdoor gymnasiums, should have at least one man and one
woman instructor prepared to teach the uses of the apparatus. Other play-
grounds ‘have peculiar problems of administration which only the well
equipped and experienced instructor will be able to cope with. Examples
of the latter kind are Baxter and Third Street. Although the salary sched-
ule was not entirely at fault, increased efficiency can be obtained by en-
gaging a few more instructors at the maximum now paid and also by in-
creasing the salary of a few of the most efficient of those now paid the
middle or minimum salaries, in order to retain them. The expense of the
increased salaries may be offset by decreasing the force of instructors by
one person at each of the four playgrounds, Baxter, Elliott, Central and
Shelby. During the season the Supervisor made search for a thoroughly
equipped woman instructor to take charge of the girls’ playground, gym-
nasium and swimming pool at Central Park. It proved impossible to se-
cure one without going beyond the highest salary paid to women in-
structors last year., There seems to be a demand among the girls and
young women who frequent Central Park, for formal class gymnastics.
It is not advisable to carry on such classes unless it can be done under the
direction of a competent gymnastic instructor. Such instructors are not
available at a salaty lower than the maximum paid to men this year.
Should any such competent instructor be employed and be made respon-
sible for the girls’ activities in playground, gymnasium and swimming pool,

‘the total number of women instructors at this park could be reduced

to three.

ACTIVITIES AND ATTENDANCE.

In large measure the physical conditions and character of equipment
determined the kinds of activity at each playground. In several play-
grounds the swings, slides and wading pool were the chief interests, These
forms of equipment have great attracting powers, but being capable of
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~ The “giant stride” and gymnastic apparatus, and jumping pits and
other equipment for track and field sports belong to another class of play-
ground equipment, which arouses continuous interest, stimulates inven-
tion and aids in rapid unfolding of bodily powers. While the playgrounds
were not as well provided with this second class of apparatus as with the
first, all except one playground contained some such equipment. In some
cases failure of instructor to keep such equipment in condition for use, or
failure to supervise so as to prevent unfair advantage on the part of the
stronger, practically shut the children out of this second field of interests,
and results were seen in fluctuating and small attendance. On the other
hand, encouragement in these interests by presence of equipment in good
condition and suggestive help on the part of instructors produced in sev-
eral playgrounds excellent results from the standpoint of interest and steady
attendance.

Efforts were made to have all playgrounds prepared for track and
field sports. And, in order to stimulate both children and instructors, a
button badge was offered to each boy or girl who might accomplish certain
marks. Accordingly, at the close of the season, 350 buttons, inscribed with
the words “Louisville Playgrounds, 1912 were distributed to the chil-
dren attending nine playgrounds. The best record was made by the girls
of Shelby Park, 117 of whom qualified. (For events and conditions of
athletic test see letters to instructors, under date of July 17.)"

Group games did not fail of their usual attracting power. Baseball,

with the soft ball, was played on all grounds except one. This is an ex-

cellent game, but lacks the zest of the regulation baseball. This fact was
apparent during the latter half of the summer when teams organized at
several playgrounds supplied their own materials and played games on
vacant lots or at the grounds of semi-professional teams. When such
games were played between teams from two playgrounds, an instructor
from one of the playgrounds was allowed to be present as umpire if the
game occurred at a time when he could be spared. There were several
weaknesses about this arrangement, which would have been obviated had
thedB];)a{II'd been able to provide more spaces satisfactory for the use of
hard ball.

The five baseball diamonds at Cherokee Park, Iroquois Park and
Shawnee Park were regularly used during the playground season by
teams representing several amateur leagues. At times, when not in use
for the league games, the various grounds were frequently occupied by
independent amateur teams. -Many other teams sought the use of these
diamonds on Saturdays and Sundays, but were obliged to content them-
selves with vacant lots, as the supply of park grounds was not equal to
the demand. Frequently there was large attendance at these games.

Volley ball proved an extremely popular game for all ages and both

sexes. Was played at all playgrounds.

Basketball, which requires more training and is an extremely strenuous
game, attracted the most vigorous of the older boys and girls. This game
was played at eleven playgrounds. i

Captain ball, circle ball and modified forms of the baseball game gave
profitable entertainment. In extremely hot weather quoits and croquet in
the shaded spaces were favorite games. On rainy days many of the in-
structors gathered the children into the shelters and told or read stories.

Folk dancing and ring games_held the interest of a number of girls at
each playground. Central, Shelby and Baxter each produced more than
one hundred girls who were able to demonstrate folk dances on festival
occasions. Pianos which were placed at Tyler, Central, Shelby, Elliott,
Baxter and Third Street (Triangle), made success in this activity possible,
The following were the most successful of the singing games and folk
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dances: Singing games—Rig-a-ma-jig, Round the Village, Swedish Circus,
Jolly Miller, Looby Loo, German Klapp Dance, O’er the High Hill, Hunt-
ing, The First of May, Meeting and Greeting, Oats Peas Beans, Blue Bird,
London Bridge, Needles Eye, Muffin Man, Kind Neighbor, Pop Goes the
Weasel. Folk Dances—The Shoemaker, Hungarian Grief Dance, Virginia
Reel, Scotch Reel, Vingaker, Nigarepolskan, Reap the Flax, Norwegian
Mountain March, Swedish Schottische, Highland Schottische.

FOURTH OF JULY.

Although the playgrounds had been open only a few days previous
to this date, creditable programs were presented at seven playgrounds. The
programs consisted of marching, songs, flag drills, folk dancing, field
sports, “stunt races,” gymnastic “stunts” and games. Twelve hundred small
flags, which were purchased and used in the celebration, constituted the
only expense for material.

During August there were demonstrations at each of ten play-
grounds, illustrating games, gymnastics, folk dances and other playground
activities. These were announced as Play Festivals and attracted great
attention in the neighborhoods of various playgrounds. Especial efforts
were made to secure the preserce of parents. Central and Shelby Festivals
attracted the greatest number of spectators. The Story Avenue Playground
Festival attracted more than 500 spectators, and almost as many gathered
at Neighborhood House, Tyler Park. and Boone Square. At Tyler Park
part of the program was furnished by children from Highland. Other
playgrounds at which Festivals were held were Baxter Square, Elliott
Square, Third Street Playground and Hancock Strect Playground. (Speci-
men programs of Play Festivals submitted herewith).

MATCH GAMES.

At several playgrounds basketball players and baseball players were
organized into teams, which contested against each other for the cham-
pionship of the individual playground. This enabled many more boys and
girls to take part than would have been possible had each playground had
only one team contesting only with teams from other playgrounds. The
attainment of a championship by any one team in a local games series of
this kind was recognized by a distribution of prize buttons containing a
suitable inscription.

The instructors were not encouraged to emphasize importance of inter-
playground games or to spend time coaching small groups to a high point
of expertness. It was urged rather that each instructor should concen-
trate upon the problems of his ot her own playground, directing and en-
couraging as wide variety of activities as possible and intelligently siper-
vising the whole so that each playground might accommodate in active
wholesome pursuits the greatest possible number of children. However, as
the season progressed, some of the local groups began to look for “new
worlds to conquer.” An arrangement was worked out by which any in-
structor having a group prepared for contest in any sport with teams from
cther playgrounds, should send to the office of the Supervisor a list of
names of the members, their heights, ages, and general description. Upon
such reports teams from various playgrounds were matched against each
other. The Assistant Supervisor arranged the games and usually acted
as official at the games. In all there were fifteen match basehall games
between playgrounds, and six basketball games. There was an inter-
playground tennis tournament, beginning August 16th and occupying about
ten days, the games taking place at the Central Park courts. There veere
105 entries and eight playgrounds were represented, although only. seven
playgrounds happened to be provided with tennis courts. Fight medals
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supplied by one of the Louisville newspapers were awarded to winners in
the following classes: Girls’ singles, boys’ singles, girls’ doubles, boys’
doubles, mixed doubles. (Statement of conditions of entry submittad
herewith under heading of Letters to Instructors, under date of July Z4th.)

An inter-playground track meet was held at Central Park August 24th,
Sixty-six boys and fifty-four girls, representing eleven playgrounds, took

part in the events. Medals for first, second and third places in twelve.

events, supplied by one of the Louisville newspapers, were duly awarded.
(See statement of conditions of entry in section of this report entitled

‘Letters to Instructors, under date of August 1Uth). The contestants rep-

resenting Shelby Park won thirty-eight points, those representing Eight-
eenth and Jefferson Playground twenty-seven points, those representing
Central Park twenty-three points.

The accompanying table of figures shows attendance at each play-
ground by months. The figures were obtained from reports mailed daily
after the close of the last session at each playground. There were two
reasons for requirement of a daily report. First, it was made possible to
check the count of the instructor, as the Supervisor was always able to
compare his own observations with the report of the day previous. Second,
it obviated any carelessness on the part of the instructor which might lead
to the making out of reports from memory at intervals of several days. In
two ocases it was discovered that an instructor habitually padded his re-
port, and in three instances, including the two just mentioned, it was found
necessary to materially reduce certain figures reported by the instructors.
The methods of counting were as follows: In small enclosed playgrounds
the instructor was expected to furnish a fairly accurate actual count of the
individuals entering the playground at each session; in large play-
grounds, the instructors were expected to make an actual count at the
most crowded hour of each session and to add to that the number enter-
ing the playground during the remainder of the session. The sessions were
morning (except Sunday) and afternoon on each playground, and evening
on the playgrounds lighted at night. There was an exact count made of
users_of the swimming pool and of the enclosed girls’ gmynasium at Cen-
tral Park.

The prominence given in this report to the matter of attendance
record is probably disproportionate to the importance of the subject.
As a matter of fact, aggregate figures on playground attendance have very

‘little value, If, however, it is customary to assemble the aggregate num-

ber, there is every possible reason to insist upon the fairest possible count,
and there can be no meaning to any figures unless the method of counting
is stated. Tt is to be regretted that a more intelligent estimate of attend-
ance cannot be supplied. A more intelligent estimate would be a state-

ment of the daily attendance of different individuals at each playground,

accompanied by a census of the children of playground age residing within
reasonable walking distance of the playground. Such a study would ef.
fectively determine the efficiency of each playground.

RECORDS:

The daily reports of attendance were filed and at the end of the season
tabulated by days for each playground. These tables are in tangible form
for reference or comparison in future seasons.

ACCIDENTS.

Instructors were instructed to forward name and address and a state-
ment of all circumstances surrounding any accident serious enough to
require services of a physician. Accounts of nine minor accidents, occuring
at six playgrounds, are on file and available.
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INSTRUCTORS’ TIME:

The presencé of instructors on duty was recorded in a time book
daily. During the latter Half of the season, each instructor was required
to fill out a time slip at the end of each day’s service. These slips were
mailed with the daily attendancé réport. The time slips were filed and 4re
available. The time book is submitted herewith.

SUPPLIES, .o

In July a card file was established t0 record all athletic supplies dis-
tributed to each playground. A list showing athletic supplies distributed
prior to. August 1st was submitted to the Playgrounds Committee on or
about that date. Herewith is submitted a list showing distribution of
athletic supplies from August 1st to August 31st. The card file, also con-
taining a complete record, is available in the Supervisor’s office at Certral
Park. ]

Copies of the Supervisor’s requests for supplies are on file and avail-
able.

CONSTRUCTION AND REPAIRS.

Copies of all requests of the Supervisor for improvements, construc-
tion, repairs etc., are on file and available, excepting requests for certain
minor repairs, regarding need of which the Supervisor was instructed to
feport to the Supérintendent of Parks.

ADMINISTRATION,

At the opening of the season the persons serving as instructors at
each’ playground were those appointed to such positions at a prescribed
salary by the Board of Park Commissioners. The number of persons so
appointed was forty-one assigned to fifteen playgrounds. At the events
of illness, resignations, failure to accept positions or other absences, per-
sons whose names were included in a list of six men and six women sub-
stitutes, appointed as such by the Board, were assigned to fill vacancies.
Persons assigined from the substitute list were placed on the payroll at the
salary of $35.00 per month as prescribed. Exceptions to this rule were
the cases of one instructor apointed to fill a vacancy at Elliott Park at a
salary of $50.00 per month on recommendation of the Supervisor, one
woman instructor employed for part time at Shelby Park and Story Avenue
Playgrounds at the rate of $50.00 per month, and one man instructor em-
ployed at Shelby Park at $75.00 per month. Payment of the two latter at
the rates indicated was directed by the President of the Board of Park
Commissioners.

As recommended by the Supervisor and authorized by the Board, one
man instructor and one woman instructor in swimming were selected by
examination of all applicants. Rates of pay for these positions of $40.00
per month and $45.00 per mionth, respéctively, were adthorized. An in-
structor employed to give a Wweekly lesson in folk dancing and games for
instructors, was dropped from the payroll after two lessons had been
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given, on information that the employment of this person was illegal,
owing to the fact that she was a State employe. .

During the first half of the season, weekly meetings of instructors
were held for the purpese of discussing playground problems. Many of
the new instructors were benefited by the suggestion of those more ex-
perienced and ecommon policies in regard to the operation of the various
playground activities were developed. While these meetings were unques-
tionably of value to the instructors, it was found that some or all of the
playgrounds suffered from the absence of instructors on the mornings on
which the meetings were held. As a part of the force of instructors was
on duty at all peripds between 9 a. m. and g p. m. a satisfactory time
could not be selected for general meetings. They were, therefore, dis-
continued after five meetings had been held, A solution of this matter in
another season would evidently be section meetings weekly at which
half of the number of instructors would be in attendance at any given
meeting. '

The subjects covered in the instructors’ meetings were sometimes taken
up later in letters addressed to all instructors. Such letters of informa-
tion, instruction and inquiry were sent out every few days during the sea-
son. The Supervisor also made frequent visits to playgrounds and made
especially frequent yisits at times when preparations for special events at
any playground were in progress or when construction work was going
on or when there were disciplinary or other matters of vital interest to be
decided. The Supervisor kept office hours in the early morning and late
afternoon of each day so as to be available in case of need at any play-
ground. The Assistant Supervisor also assisted in visiting playgrounds,
making 266 visits in all, The Assistant Supervisor also officated at inter-
park games, substituted for certain instructors on their regular days off,
served as extra instrgctor for several days in one playground (Story
Ayenue), at a time when there was a sudden and heavy increase of at-
tendance which made the presence of an extra efficient instructor neces-
sary in order to satisfactorily meet the demands of the time, organized
the inter-park track meet in large part and conducted a ten days’ inter-
park tennis tournament.

Respectfully submitted,
GUY L. SHIPPS,
Supervisor of Playgrounds, June 6 to Sept. 1, 1912.




ATTENDANCE LOUISVILLE PLAYGROUNDS 1912

JUNE | JULY .| AUGUST | TOTAL

ShelbY ..ovrrrrenn . 20604 | 35515 | 37477 | 93596

Central ; 8190 21403 21167 50760
Elliott . : 6171 | 18212 | 17713 | 42096
Boone.............. . 3999 18716 11972 | 34687
BAXEEE oooooooeooosoeesssssssssssessoss s 3363 | 12592 | 10051 | 26005
Third Street. ... ooeeeecoseesiossneens | 3800 | 12281 9922 | 26003

18th and Jefferson ... 2010 9200 6696 17906
SHAWIEE ..ot s sanescoenas 3000 7693 4667 15360
575 L ST 2038 8318 4595 | 14951
Neighborhood HOUSE .....veceerircevnnns 6240 8058 14298
Story Avenue............ 713 5678 7348 | 13739
Hancock Street....mmivmmrens 2172 3066 4543 9781
Highland Avenue.........ooeeerereanees 1506 3144 3593 8243
16th and Magazine......ueecmreneerererrenee 2994 2994
Union GOoSPel.........ocoeiervensernnn. 1081 1699 2780
Reservoir ..... 390 1188 1135 2713

TLANIEY ©oeiivsieseeecersevssss s ceessvssesesesernes . 595 1249 | 1844
57956 | 164922 | 154878 | 377756

Central Park
Swimming Pool....recnnineeinne 789 5514 4309 9612
Ceengfsl’ %‘;Li. Classes............ e\ siseine | 1569 1525 3094
Central Park
__Boys’ Gym. Classes.......ivivssrnnenie 460 4066 2750 7276
gevre gf; Qpeu Instructors aTlE%ELI%?
SHELDY ...oviversremiusisstsannensaeseseesensessacesnsees 1231 76 da 5 $232.74
Central ...... 668 76 da 7 317.50
EIHOE ...t ev s 554 76 da 4 171.48
Boone........cooeivieeerrnnnsreninee 456 76 da 4 160.46
Baxter.......covveene 342 76 da 4 150.85
Third Street....eeecereeeeeecerreeeserenine . 342 76 da 2 81.77
18th and Jefferson ........ccvvrreernnens 236 76 da 2 80.65
Shawnee ..o 5 202 76 da 1 35.00
57 1= . 197 76 da 2 88.83
Neighborhood House . 9 242 59 da 2 94.02
SLOry AVENUE ....ocievevireeeerrerevreriernsinns 181 76 da 2-3 90.10
Hancock Street..........o.ooeviieevveevennnas 148 66 da 2 70.92
Highland Avenue 125 66 da 1 40.00
16th and Magazine........covreevneeennne 230 13 da 1 14.68
Union Gospel 73 38 da 1 35.00
Reservoir......coeeeveennnn 41 66 da 1 45.00
8 31 41 38 49 da 1 35.00
Central Park 2 included under
Swimming Pool.........ceveriiicionn 148 58 da Central above.
Central Park 1 included under
Girls’ Gym. Classes.........cccouunn. 55 da Central above.
Central Park Included under
Boys’ Gym. Classes........c..iceeouunne 125 58 da Central above.






