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o CHILDREN AND THE ARTS
by
Albert J. Kennedy

'Children are just as critical of the ideals, aims, skill and knowledge of
those who teach the aris, as they are of athletic leaders and coaches. They quickly
spot artistic four=fiushing and heartily despise it. Unless administrators in
charge of policy and program understand and appreciate the value of visual design, L////
and are able and willing to secure, by payment or ctherwise, thoroughly skilled andl&
human minded art leaders, work in the aris should not be attempted. *Recreational
art" alwayd spells degredation both to art and tc character because it is based on

a double life,

If the administration of an organization is sympathetic to the arts and
the leaders are competent artists and craftsmen, two main lines of effort should be
carried on. Pirst and most imporitant, respect for design as an element in sound
and gracious living should be inculcated. The order of the rooms in which children
carry on their activities should be carefully considered, i.e. redesigned day by
day to express the inner spiritual conviction of the group. Equipment, furnishings,
trophies, pictures should form a bread and simple design. Opportunity to see works
-0f art should be multiplied. There should be constant exhibition of fine works of
art, some in the originals but many in adequate reproduction, so that the boys and
girls may come to have mental images and norms of what good pictures, sculpture,
pottery, metal-and wood work, architecture really look like. Trips to mus eums ,
monuments and beauty spots should be arranged for those who enjoy them. Children
should be exposed to the works of art, not to comment of a historical, sociological
or moral nature upon them. The message of a work of visual bsauty is appreciated by
the effort of the eyes and not of the mouth. ‘Hot air of alli kinds should be eschewe
and the art object given an opportunity <fo tell its story in its own terms. If ther
is only a little time and money available for art, this form of education will reach
the largest number and produce the greatest social effect.

Anywhere from ten to twentyefive percent of children have temperamental
inclination to make visual designs. For this minority a studio with instruction in
drawing and modelling in charge of onc or more competent artists should be provided.
Drawing and modelling arc the language of art and it is impossible to gxpress one's
self in the arts and crafts without some grounding in one and preferably both of
them: If a child Has no interest in drawing anc modelling he evidently does not
belong in an arts department, and will find his opportunity and place in some other
part of the program. Putting children to work on tin, copper, leather or wood
without preliminary acquaintance with drawing and modelling is a waste of time. To
deceive the child by pretending that he can make something beautiful without any
knowledge or skill is ohe of the most frequent cifenses committed by social workers )
(artists don't do this) today. There are many conscious and cold-blooded crimes
against art, ethics and good taste which ars excused in the name of character,"
‘"'recreation" and "social work." Recreation workers should refuse to be party to
this sort of double dealing.

Drawing and modelling occasionally lead an exceptional child into an art
school. But most children stop at pottery and ceramic modelling, which is universally
popular, making designs for boxes and portfolios in various substances, wood carving,
and metal ‘work. The results of self-discipline gained through the arts and crafts
is chiefly an enriched sensitiveness and sensibility. This has its effects on
vocations, and men who have become mechanice and tool-makers, workers in the building
trades, salesmen and managers testify to the advantages that their early art in-
struction in the settlement or recreational centers has been to them.

The visual arts are one among the gateways which lead from a quantitative
into a qualitative world, and all those of us who care for the arts ask is that
leaders keep faith with the childreon and the arts in their dealing with both.
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CRAFT WORK IN A RECREATION PROG?AM

by
Ruth Canfielid

Perhaps a brief perusal of some of the existing behaviors in craft work in
the recreation centers may provoke tacught and some new ideas - perhaps, even
experiments, on the subject.. An almost immediste notation will be of the iwu quite
different concepts of ths arts and crafts and their contribution to recreation
programs; the one, - that they make excellent "busy work" programs for large groups,
and the other, that their rightful place is in the cultural training ‘programs for
individuals.

If we analyze these ideas, what have we? In the first vlace, what is the
possible aim of the "busy work' idea? Perhaps as a way of teaching some of  the
principles of community life jn limited space and with limited facilities; and
perhaps any one of several other ideas. If the best teachers of the crafts together
with the best craftsmen do make up opinion which we can count as factual, we must
believe that the person who kriows and respescts a craft would alone, surely, attempt
hand work with groups of nct wore than ten or twelve children. In other words, for
an individval to attempt groups of very much greater size would mean very much above
the average ability -.or, what one dislikes to discover, complete lack of understand-
ing of the craft. Suppose that we should attempt to lead a group of 20 boys and
girls to a comunity undersitanding, or whatever we will, - by an indifferent quality of
craft workmanship,do we believe.that the group will not sense the quality of their
work or "vehicle®"? Is there reality or snything but Y’owcwl sm in the experience?
Could not this leader better be turning the group interest %o a field with which he
is thoroughly familiar, as the organization of round table discussions, or to
excursions to see interesting objects or to teaching them some healthy out-of-doors
game, as soccer; in which case nothing but reality could enter the experience because
the leader is perfectly able to interpret it honestly. If sociebility has levels of
excellency which can be taught, surely the way to teach them must be through honest
experiences of as high an order as the field of ac 1v*ty emploJed can afford..

Drawing and modelling are both sssential to craftumanshlp An interesting
and prevailing idea seems to be that the so-called i;gg_gzks drawing, painting,
Jmodelllng and sculpture, are activities which we do not expsct to use unless we have
the help of an artist; but the so-called crafts, that is, pottery, woodwork, metal-
work, textiles, and others, can be Lanaled by almost anyonet S5till, the first so-
ﬂalled fine arts -Eroup aCuualiy are essential to the craftis.

It is.also interesting t¢ rote that the. reople who are attempting crafts
work with unskilled, untrained teachers and with groups of whatever size seems ™
convenient in the soclal program, are trying for results comparable to those coming
out of centers where trained teachers, ,with ideals of group sizes and cf teaching,
are producing the sought for results. In other words, we want to adopt a new field
of activity without consideration’ for that field's own intrinsic capacities or
limtations. Does not an instrument or process exist and contribute by the understand-
ing given 1t and is it not the gruateot understanding of a medium which may find the
newest and_greater capacities within the fieldr

.Secondly, let us look momentarily into the ideas which place the arts and
crafts only in the culbural iraining programs for individuals or in the courses
encouraglng so-called creative work. Here the 100% artist finds what seems reasonable
to him, but the 100% social workcr has ideals which have to do with not only the
setting up of isolated benefits (such as arts s.chools) within underprivileged
neighborhoods, to which people are welcome - but using the techrnique of the social
worker in persuading a neighborhood of the desirability, even the indispensability
of the bencfit.
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As I have observed the working of these two quite different ideals, there
seems to be very little meeting or cooperation betwewn thém, and one's natural
reaction has to do with the subject of “"How is an arts and crafis program most
ideally useful in a community House or neighborhood."

Could not such a organization begin its use of the arts and crafts by
accepting at least a few of the ideals which the craftsmen have learned to respect,
as well. as some of those Ifrom the social workers' handbook? Suppose that we go so
far as to secure the interest of artists and craftsmen as leaders in a fsw of our
clubs. Artists and craftsmen are creative souls, perhaps beyond the average compre-
hension, and many of them enjoy people; surely numbers of them are interested in our
neighborhoods and would like contacts with them. Too, artists are apt to respect
techniques, and the "how to lead a club" idea ought not to be difficult to teach to
them. My point here being that we must have artists and craftsmen somehow, if we are
going to teach arts and crafts, for “whatever purposes, in our centers. I would go so
far as. to say that it cannot otherwise be done. I would suggest for centers in which
the arts and crafts are not alrsady a popular interest that clubs led by artists or
craftsmen do not label themselves as arts or crafts groups too soon. Qut of whatever
interest a group may have, an experience related to the. arts may be devised and
eventually children would be found who would enthusiastically start a study of the
subject quite directly.

To suggest pfbcesses or projecis for such groups would be to deny the very

" thesis which I wish to develop. Surely it is a more normal human ability to have a

social sense and freedom which would go to the making of ciub lsadership than it is

"to have acquaintance and skill with processes as intricate as those of the arts and

crafts. fWould it not be more reasonable for the recreation director to attempt
teaching an artist or craftsman how itc handle a project within his or her center
than for anyone to here set down ways for good clubworkers to use the arts and crafts

-as means to good programs? I do nol wish to give the idea that it is an altogether

easy job to find the artist or craftsman who might do such a piece of work; even 1s|
it difficult to find them when & salary of reasonable size i¢ attached to the prop051r
tion. But is it an easy job to find a good club leader of any sort? \

And now may we do a little exploring of the possibilities for a center
which has some space, some time and some money for a program in the crafts figld or
of the objective for a center where such exploration as I have suggested has been }[
‘carried -on, and groups are rcady for the next step.

Is the tralnlng of skills our obJoctlvc? .Qur thought along these lineos
should be related to the general idea of earchlng/fhe newust humdn needs and of
discovering the way of satisfying them as ideally as possible. We know that the
need of training for the trades is generally acccepted today, par ticularly singe the
public schools have recognized this opportunity and are using it as rapidly as the
moneys are available. Plans are now under way for gencral crafts shops in all New
York State schools, where pottery, metals, wood and textiles will be available.

Could the next possible invitation of the arts and crafts be related tuo

the cultural experience gained from acquaintance with history of humanity, through

study of records loft in all these mediums, which cpuld come most directly by some
actual acguaintance with the mediums themselves? This is a step in advance of the
first one suggested, but one which schools, particularly the sc-called progressive
schools, all over the country arc using, and a field which needs little or no
exploration and experimentation at this time.

‘ Can we see no further? 0f what exporicnces is tperavera;e individualts
day made up? Is therc any place in all of the weekly hOuréyencouragement of hisg
individual personal abilities? OQan he write prosc or verss or plays, or songs, or
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paint pictures, or build things from materials, in a way which develops his own
individuality or style of expression? Does he not spend his days conforming to laws
for the mob, or surviving because he is the fittest physically or mentally or
emotionally? '

To know the old forms is a very gocd part of one's yocabulary, bubt to siart
a beginner on old forms seems to me heresay. Let him discover these ways as he
progresses, better, several varying ones at a time, that always he sees how many ways

the thing has been done and how positively open is the field for new ways and means.

Here may I note the great value of a master craftsman, better still two or three

such, .actually working in the very shop where your groups are carrying on their
explorations. The one to show the manner and devotion of the €raftsman (unconsciously
this happens); the second and third to show how differently people may work to
accomplish equally good ends. Naturally, the teacher must be a good craftsman -
probably one of the proeducers in the shop. This provision serves two purposes; the
one already mentioned, the other has to do with a point almost as valuable - that of

refreshing the technical skill and contemporaryness of the teacher. And time should

be actually kept free in his program and in the shop, if he has no other workshop,
when he may carry on his own creative work unhampered by students or other responsi-
bilities. Too much can hardly be said,-at this time, about the protecting and
refreshing of really valuable teachers - they are so very rarely found.

Again let us return to our first point, that of the absolute essentials to
good craftsmanship, of drawing and modelling. They should be the channel to the
crafts, so closely must they be related that censtantly we find our children
working, for example, with a pencil or a piece of modelling wax, and then with their
medium - thinking and designing, and carrying out in their materials, the ideas
thought out with help of more directly suggestive mediums.

-. This seems the day for thinking on these points. Is not someone, whether
the recreation centers, the settlements, the schools, the museums or the government
groups, going to direct programs in the ficld such as the yisual arts, music, theatre,
and liteérature, where increasingly available daily hours may be altogether happily
used to the end of grcater personal understanding and pleasure and possibly to
greater social contribution and security? The recreation conters have a great
opportunity for thought and experimentation that would bring forth a more idcal use
of the arts and crafts in their programs. A completely open-minded and cooperative
attempt by the peopls whom I have designated as the social group, and by those whom
I have called artists, would,I feel sure, produce a notable result, but I wonder
what either one working alone can accomplish.

NATTOWAL XACHIATION 4SSOCIATION
315 Fourth Avenue, New York City
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Vii,
Tuesday, November 3
Kentucky's Provision for the Zrippled Child - Miss Marian

Williamson, Director, Kentucky Crippled Children's
Commission

VIII.
Friday, November 6

Examination

Suggested Heading List

The Art of Helping People out of Trouble Karl de Schweinitz

What is Social Case %Work Mary Riclmond

The House on Henry Street Lillian D. Wald

Youth in Conflict Miriam Van Waters

Second Twenty Years at Hull House ‘Jane Addams

Mental Hygiene and Social Work Marion Kenworthy and
Porter Lee

Reconstructing Behavior in Youth Healy, Bronner, Baylar,
Murphy (Judge Baker
Foundation)

Each member is required to read one book from the above list
and write a review of not less than five hundred words. This review
is due at the meeting on November 3, and no paper submitied thereafter
will be considered.

Books have been reserved at the Louisville Public Library
Reference Room for the use of this group. Additional copies will be
on hand at the lecturecse.

The course will be graded as follows: attendance, prompt-
ness and interest shown, 70%; examination, 20%; book review, 10%.

&
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Meetings will be held in Room 207, Administration Building,
University of Louisville, from 10 to 12 a. m., with the exception of
Lecture VII, which will be held at the Kosair Crippled Children's
Hospital
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-BEUBEATION'AS A PREVENTIVE OF DELIHNQUEKRCY

éohnnie's mother was a hard working wamsn; Johnnlets father held
only occasional jobs; the mother therefore pleced out the meager incume.
That i¢ why she was not #up® on all the frills of the modern schoocl pro—
gram and knew nothing about the medical inspection of her boy, or any
other., Hence when a note came home from the school nurse stating that
Johnnie had "adenoid troubler she was not equal to the task of compre—
hending the mesning of this high sounding word. But she knew what troub—
le wag; had she not had plenty of it herself? So, in splte of the boy's
vigorous protests she started to take the "trouble* out of him in the
good 0ld fashioned ways Next morning she gent a note to school, written
with much painstaking effort, which read, "Deer teecher I aint had time
to do mutch for Johnnie but I gess he wont have no more truble®,

O0Ff eourse the murse had to visit the home of Johnnie to explain the
real situation and arrange to take out the trouble making edenoids; af-
ter which he proved himself a credit to the nurse, his mother and modert
paychology; for the roem hitherto occupied in his makeup by the mischief
breeding adenolds was quickly filled with a germ of goodness which until
now had found no spot in his material frame where it could lodge. The
some miracmlous result would have been reached had the trouble been en—
larged tonsils sinee they too are the undeoing of many a youthe.

. The disturbing thing is, however, that there are not enough enlarg-
ed tonsils and adenoids to go around. We are hard put to it, naw that we
xnow that a boy er girl is mnever wicked because of any sheer love of
wickedness, to find some excuse for his wrong doing; hence we add to The
adenolds and tonsils, other diseases, physiecal, mental and moral. Moder
provhylactic methods bid us go even one step further and find the troun.
making germ before 1t comes into econtact with the susceptidble boy or
girl. And when the theory of heredity gets in first, we trymte so for=—
tify the rest of the boy and girl makeup that there mav be strength to

it

regiet the inherent serm. It is no longer a matter of finding Bwe
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punismhment to £it the crime; rather igs 1t an effort to avoeid the provo-
cation of a situation which would lead to the comritment of a wWronge.
That iz whyswwe try to change the conditionsg of 1life or the surrounding
of the tempted youth, and why we should go on more rapidly to the next
step, that of surrounding the bad with s0 much good that the former car
not meet the competition. Not like the douple who whitewashed their nev
home in order to be rid of infection because twins had twice been born
there; but rather, havine dismissed the Puritanic idea that l1life 1s a %
gerious offense at best, and having swung around *n the thought that
iife, and more life, is what we are all after, to so order the daily
processes that this nueat for 1ife may safely be met.
Yhat are the modern conditions of society which pro¥oke our prob-—
Tame AT “=linqueney? On top it is the class with too extensive materia:
resources, too much time for plav, +on vueh inclination to set false
standards. Underneath it is the class with too 1little material or men-
+ta1 mazsrosg, only a moderate amount of time for play, and altogether
too much inelination to accept the F-1-= standards petering through £
above. Hence, when ihe so ealled social -world goes mad over tangoeling,
{the ordinary world, having no gay restaurants, no exclusive clubs of
its own, goes to the publi-~ Aamca hell with its distressing condltions
when the more discriminating choose a good movingy mictumna exhibition,
the less favored take the offerings of a local house where not only th
exhibition but *he very atmosphere of -the place is poisoned with temp®
tion; when the exclusive young man petakan him~slf to his elub for a
game of billlards, the less fortimate Youth must turn 10 the cheap poc
poame whist infest all our citles, large and small; when the vagaries
of the feminine mind lead even the diserimineting into copying outland
ish methods and ever varying changes of cogtume, the army of shep girl
not to be outdone, proceeds to copy all extraordinary freaks of fashio
but of necessity in such poor qualities as to make only the quantities

congplecuous.

. The blame for this mad chase for ready made amusements and ready
made elothes lies in the modern feeling of unrest which seeun to be vp
upen us all, It deprives us of the right to think for ourselves. Undex
peath it is the spirit of envy, of eompetition, which sets neighbor
against nelighbor, elass against class, making the probhlem of the ener-
vated milllonaire as serious as that of the patronized poor. laekily,
the new gospel of trne play is already recognized and will redeem the
situation by preaching the doctrine of individual effort. It will hely
mich to relegate ready made amusements to the background, to teach fut
ure players how to be the source of their own amrseeriR. entertalmment

?his gospel realizes that workine hours rust be so moderately ar-
renged as to leave legitimate lelsure periods; but it realizes furthel
that "leisure is absolutely the key to good citigenship; and that the
community which wishes to develpp the best citizens must give the full
est possible opportunity for the healthful utilization of lelsure”.
The ordinery commnity cannot take into account the providing of recrt
ation for those who have much from which to choose, nor need it worry
concerning the whereabouts of the vagt middle class of stable citizeny
vut 1t must always accept as its chargeg the very large array of citi-
zens who have but little, if any, cholce in the gselection of pastimes
And 1t mast assume a special obligation toward the unfortunates who
£111 the ranks of the dependents, delingquents and defectives. For the
1last nemed class it must perhaps provide special ingtitutions of perny
nent care; for the others it must so order the hours of play that the!
who are still in full possession of normal 1life may remain so, and b
they who have sloughed over to the side of delinguency may have syery
oprortunity to reach the gtatus of normality again.
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A great proposition this, to put such strong counterasttractions
intoc the field that commercialized amusements mist perforce ralise their
standards. For there is no use destroying what the public alPteady has;
refori methods will never accomplish much if they confine themselves to
efforts at destruction; only sporadic and ephemeral changes will thus
be brought about. The brave teetotalers of the great eity of Chicago
may feel that they have won a great victory on a technicality by fore-
ing the closing of saloons on Sunday. Socner or later they must realize
that closing the public entrance to the only club which the poor man
kxnows will open the private and much more to be feared entrance; that
not until some equally well heated, well lighted, widely opened, cheer-
fully hospitable place has been put into competition with the Sunday
dramshop will the latter cease to do the work they deem so deadly. Drink
is the cause, the indirect agency,which is £illing our institutions,
wrecking homes and health and happiness, depriving children of a legit-
inmate chance to grow strong; but its vietims are only the weaker among
those who crave amusement, excitement, somewhere to G0 and something to
DO, and who lack the stability whiech permits men to gratify thelr -
bition for play, safely..

The gang congregates in the pool room because there is no other
place where it can congeegate in freedom; 1t gees from the pool room to0
the alley and then on to the adventure, sheer adventure, which leads to
trouble. Girls go from the grind of factory machines, worn out by nerve
racking processes of doing the same thing ever and over again, to the
attractive dance hall with its lively musie, its brilliantalights, its
jovial comraderle, and the hidden accompanying evilgs, Young folks go in
search of sympathy and love; they are 21l hero worshippers, and the
movies play upon such passions. Small wender that they capture the throng
greater wonder that not more fall victims to the insidious artes too
often portrayed upon their beasrds,

When the victims of the gang, the factory, the dance hall, the evil
theatre, are caught in themeshes of the law, what then? There follow
the court proceedings, the commitment or probation, accompanied always
by the thought that the law which permits such conditionsg had better in
all Pairness step in before misdeeds become possible. There 1s no publie
guardian who would not more cheerfully work among normal young pedple;
there is no probation officer who would not choose to guard the ordi-
nary rather than the exitraordinary member of goclety; there is no giver
of county relief who would not rather be occupied preventing the destruei
ive agencies which forces men to accept alms, vet almost ¢verywhere in
this country we wait until the law has become the court of last resort
before surrounding our people, young folks especlally, with protective
and gulding za agencies..

Take the statistics of one of the most progressive elties in the
eountry, for inatance; Chlicago spends on a rough average, each year

for social center purposes  $5.00 per boy
n  playground # TJO.00 ¢ #
7 eommon school eduecation 70,00 v #
® gorrectional school 400,00 v #

Might not these figures be reversed to advantage? Might not some place,
other than a school of correction, be found before the latter becomes
necessary? The Y.M.C.A. is inadequate because the boys who patronize it
demonstrate, by going thither, their abllity to discriminate in the
cholce of their recreations., The cilurch ig inadequate because unforiu-
nately it is still too busy teaching reople how to die instead of how
to live. Bhe only adsquate place of meeting for all the people is that

eatast bulwark of democracy, the best and yet thus far the least used
minicipal plant, the public school house,

1
Whether you eall 1t the‘ﬂbrld's house of representatives®, or the
mpublie sehool instead of the children's school", here is the real peo—
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plets club house, Yet how do most places use this wonderful institution?
In Illinois, for instance, there are I326T public school buildings rep-—
resenting an investment of one hundred and eleven millions of dollars.
If we put their potential use upon & business basis we £ind that they
are cloged five out of every eight working hours of every working day
in the year, Yet Illinois ranks high in the use of her schoolhouses,
when compared with other parts of the country. And all the lack of use
everywhere is due to the fact that we still labor under the delusion that
gchool buildings are for children up to their twelfth or fourteenth
years, and for a few up to their eighteenth yesr, et volla toutf In con—
sequence of which 44% of all the children of the nation over fourteen
yvears of age are permanently out of school. And Just at that time of
life when they most need the restraining and guiding infiuence of a
teacher, Just at the dangerous part of the play period of adolescence
when character is being made or marred for all time to come.

~ We are all agreed that education is preparation for life. Then why
do we find it so difficult to awaken boards of education to a realiza-—-
tion of the faet that they are stemards of public property~ not owners;
that the more money we put into.our educational enterprises the less we
will need for reform institutions and jails. School doors need not be
closed agsinst chilidren merely because they have been unfortunate in the
allotment of parents. School work need not cease with the twslfth or
fourteenth year. Why should the girls who must go to the factory at that
young age be deprived of the training in-household arts which now enters
inte the upper grade work of most schools? One of the greatest drains
upon charities comes from the many cases of wife desertion. Yet oniy too
often it is becsuse the wife, the home maker, has never had any instruct-—
ion whatsoever in the art of heme building,ihatxihexdmgbandxksxdrkxenvr
krnows nothing of order or economy 4in housekeeping, that the husband is
driven to desert.

And how many homes sre tacky in appearsnce because the man of the
family has never learned tochandle a tool? Yet in almost every school
gtands a manual training equipment idle and useless every night in the
week. And how manr hove-apd girls rosm the streets in the evening, for
want of something elge 40 do while the rooms in which they= might be
busily snd cheerfully occupled are dark and dreary?

There was once a gang of boys which terrorized 2 whole neighbor—
hood. A socizl ecenter prireipal director called X® their leader and per—
suaded him to'ring in his crowd for a try at basketball in the school
gymnasiwa, 0f course the Poys enjoyed the sport and ceased to want less
exciting reereation. They ceased alea *ta trTouble the neighbors. So would
thousands of other gangs if all the splendid gymnasiums in our mihiin
anhools were thydwn open at night. And if elean "movies" were put into
the assewbly halls, if supervised dancing was condueted in the school-
houses, the two greatest pastines of the people would be looked aftex.
In the eity of Chicago the assembly halls could sccommodate at one time
120,000 persons. While tiwie wouid not care for more than & small pari
of the eitizens who are on amusement bent, the nature of the ~~hanj
recreations would oblige competing commercial agencies to raise their
standards to the safetw 1avel.

Is it not fair that a cibilization which consumes the energy of 1ts
young folks in buildine uo a commercial supremaey should in turn protect
those young people in their hours of leisurse? Almoei in sgelf defense the
users of the brain and brawn of workers should look after thelr toilers
when the factory hours are over. Because their best strength has heen

iven to their emplovers, people are forwved to seek and follow the line
%f least resistance in tﬁe choice of their amisementse All they sk 1s
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an occupation which will exeite the tired nerves and gratify the soerial
impulses. Yet we send them to the unregulated, unsupervised places where
they must shift for themselves.

The poolroan proprietor has in mind nothing but the fee whieh his
tables bring him. The same tables placed in school basements would excite
only the skillful side of the game., The movie man thinks enly ef the
number of tickets whieh he can sell., The movie in the schocl would be
better selected and displayed at & minimm cost to all who come. The
dramshey keeper cares only for the quantity of drink he can dispose of
yet the people who patronize his wares are less esger for the ligquex than
for the sociability they find in the saloon. The school could so easily
take care of this desire for social intercourse and be free of all the
temptations people meet in the saloon. The dance hall proprietor makes
the music incidental to the profits from his bar; his patrons could ddnce
with satisfaction and in safety where “instinets of racial Impoert could
be cherished instead of exploited, in the school house.

The older people could use this elub house too. When they do, we
will again have reunited the fast disintegrating family group. On every
side we hear lamentations over the fact that parents are losing author-
ity over their children because they must live their lives separateds
from the young folks. These premature wage earners are off every even-
ing to places whither the mothers and fathers cannot follow them, In the
public school house there will be attractien for all, as each wishes it.
For if the parents would be sober minded while the children play they
can lend themselves to the citizenship work and eivie dlscussion whieh
should be heard in every school house throughout the land. In ne gquick-
er way can we ever remove the political bess, the party henchlman, in ne
better way can we dignify office helding and office filling than by open—
ing this public forum where free and honest discussion of pelleles and
men may be fearlessly indulged-in. In every commnity the school house
gshould be the center of civie life.

In rural sédtiong, especially, should this gospel of soclal and
eivie centers be spreads Every phase of small town life can center about
the enterprising prineipal of a pnblic school. As*eivic seeretary* he
can order not only - the social recreations of his peonle, but also the
eivie and evening educational activities., In rural distriets, especlally,
where the consolidated school movement begins to take held, institutes,
chajitauquas, tegting contests, farmdng experiments, social events, ex-
hibits of every kind, can all be woven into the school life, Yea, votiing
itself can take place in the school house to the immense advantage of
comrmunity spirit and growth. Then will the shift to the city be less
marked. Then willl the small town more easily hold its own against the
larger place.

And when this back to the school house movement reaches the city
in full swing we will be able to ®id ourselves of the distressing thought
that it is the fault of each of us that so many boys and girls go wronge.
Juvenile Protective Association statisties in the eity of Chicago show
that more than half of the eriminals dProught before the so called har
of justice are bays between the ages of fourteen and twentv—-one; and
again, that more than half of these boys come to grief beiween the hours
of six and eleven in the eveningw- during the years when they are first
shut out of school and during the hours when the school house 1s darke

Is 1t not time, therefore, that public sentiment awskens to a rea-
1ization not only of its responsibility but also of the fact that the
remedy for rmuch of this evil condition lies close at hand? Our schools
rmst be used by the people as well as by the children; for the chiidren
of to-day, whom we are turning away when they need the school house
most, are the eitizens of to-morrow, the citizens who, if they are allowed

I
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or Torced to commd commlt wrong, drag each one of us down with them. For
while we do not outwardly descend with the criminal to his level of
erime, inwardly we suffer the taint with him. Not only that- we expose
to temptation every human heing who comes into contact with the man or
wonman whom society, for want of sufficient moral safeguards, has permitte
to fall into vice or crime. And we never know when we, or those dear to
ug, will face the danger. For selfish reasons, therefore, as well as
for altruistic purpeses, in the interest of every individunal eity home
as well as in the interest of every home city let us guard and guilde
our people in their hours of leisure that from the strength gained in
evening periods of relaxation and rest may come better satisfied, more
arbitiocus, more intelligent, higher purposed men and women to do the
world's work on the morrow.
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RECREATION AND VICE

Lontrol and Prevention itine Two Problems Before the Commissics

The Vice Commission 1s interested in feasible plans for roal
control and improvement of vice conditions in Louisville.

Even more it is interested in prevention. They are con=-
viriced by the study of many cother cities that spectacular campaigns
are valuable neither as cure nor prevention, being merely attacks on
certain efiects and symptoms and not on coccasions and causes.

In a previous section of thie report has been sketched what
we believe to be practical means of control and improvement. Certain
preventives such as better instruction on hyglene and on effects of
venereal diseases and such as better home and housing conditions have
also been touched upon. This section is to treat of wholesome recre-~

ation as the most fundamental method ©of preventing the growth of vics.

hegsops for Gonsidering Wholescome Recreation as a Tin damental Preyentive
1. Uost young men and girls who go wrong do do first during
their recreation hours and as a part of theilr recreation life.
2. Viclous influences on the young are chiefly exerted
through‘companionships formed during recrsation.
3. The ideals of women in the minds of young men and of men
in thehinds of girls determine largely whether these young people live
clean or vicious lives. These sex idcals are largely formed by the

companionships of recreation hours.

Careful Study of Recreation Conditions Made by the Vice Commiscion

The Vice Commission, through its special investigators, has

made the wost widespread study of all forms of recreation yet under-

taken in Louisville.



It has investigated
45 dance halls
101 pool rooms
€& cabarets
34 c¢chilil parlors
35 moving picture shows
¢ public parks
25 amusement parks and saloon gardens
Total 249

It has studied the relation of these amusenment places to the
sale of liquor, the method of conducting the amusements, hours, ages of
those attending, admission of minors, conduct of patrons, requirement
of escorts, und methods of policing. 4ll this hus been in addition to

the study of vice conditions in Louisville.

Faulty Recreation Conditions as an Cecasion for Vice and as a Cause

Many people feel that certain forms of commercial recrsation
are among the chief causes of vice. e have had testimony from those
who believe that girls are seduced at unregulated dance halls and chill
parlors and that boys start on a downurd path at pool rooms near saloons.
We have also had testimony that much imworality occurs at public parks
owned by the city of Louisville.

In btoth cuses it is evident thut certaln conditions sometimes
appear at these plases which are the occasion of vice, or furnish an
oppoertunity for vice. It is the duty of the city to safeguard these
comnercial forms of amusement, which rightly conducted are an asset to
the city. The duty of the city to them is not unlike its duty to the
public parks. It 1s chiefly a natter of policing. It must attempt by
careful -and adequate and frequently repeated police inspection to pre-
vent opportunities for vice in connection with them. A plan for se-
curing this 1s sketched below.

Fut all occasions for vice in connection with commercial forms
of recreation might be entirely cut off and still vice be only slightly
reduced. The viciously inclined will find occasions for vice even if

all the occasions in connection with commercial recreation are removed.
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The fundamental problem is to preveni young people from becoming
viciously 1nclined. Experlence showes that this can be done by whole-
sone recreation properly directed, by recreation which keeps the mind
and body too btusy to be wiciously inclined, by recreatlion which is
as much fun as vice, by recreation which brings clean companionships
and sane ideals. This is the task of an adequate public recreation
system. The place of leadershlp and supervision in such « system
is to furnish a wilde range of active recreation which will appeal to
all groups, to develop initlative so that patrons will furnish their
own recreation in wholesome channels, and to furnish personal ideals
and comradeship. A plan for such an adequate vice-preventing public
recreation system is sketched belcow.

The relation of the city to faulty recreation as an occasion
and as a cause 0f vice may be 1llustrated by methods of modern cities
in ire prevention. Fire prevention is publicly handled new by the
control of combustibles and by extending the districh of fire proof
or fire résisting builldings. Certain forms of commercial recreation
such as dance halls may becom vice combustibles. They must be care-
fully watched and controlled just as storage of gasoline and other
contustibvles is controlled by the city. put the greatest Care
practical in handling combustibles willl not prevent disastrous fires.
The most lasting method of preventing firee In congestsd clties is
to extend [ireproof and fire resisting construction. The same 1is
true in the matter of recreation and vice. The fundamental preventive
is to build up vice proof or vice recisting young people through the
wholesome use of thelr leisure hours. This is the task of a public
recreation system, a task as blg as that of any city departiment and
worthy of as careful though; and planning as is put into our public

schools.

Regulation of Commercial Recreation

What has alreadyv been done in Louisville
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This Commission through its investigators finds that much
has already been done by the Pclice Depaurtment in controling commercial
recreation. Turning to testimony outside the Police Departmenti, a
private organizaticn which investigated thirty-three dance halls used
more or less regularly in February, 1913, found in April, 1915, that
sixteen of them had been c¢losed by the police or are not now used
regukarly as dance halls. Of fifty-two chill parlors, tkenty have
been closed. No dancing is now permitted in a building containing a
saloon and for several years no dancing has been permitted in the
regulated vice district. The plan of administering the control of
commercial recreation given below is gimply an extension of the
eystem already in use in Louisville by giving the Police Department

more helpers and greater power.

Principles ¢f the reculation of commercial recreatiopn

There are three principles governing the control of commercial
recreation in any city.

1. The city muet have power to enforce its regulations of
commerclal amuscement places, even to the revoking of the license and
closing of the pluace in case regulaticne are not ovserved. To pre-
vent evasion under different names, thc premises should be licensed
rather than the owner.

2. The city should provide Ior adequate and frecuent in-
gpection of comirerclal amus=uent pluces to see that regulations are
being observed and that the managers understand what standards the
city wishes to enforce.

S. Standards in the matter of morality, safety and health,
sale of liquor, hours and ages of those attending should be made
definite and clearly understood. This seems obvicus, but much trouble
in all cities arises because nobody seems clear as to just what should
be allowed and what should bé prohibited. Some of the more obvious
standards can be fixed by ordinance. Some of the more lmportant
standarde in the matbters of morality cannot be put inte ordanancec

without possibility of evasion. They must be set and enforced by



the inspectors.

ticw far IToulsville carries out these pripnclolaes at prosepnt

1. At precent licenses of amusement places are used in
Louisville for fevenue and not for control. An grdinance exists for-
bidding dancing in apartuents connected with saloons. (Gen. Ord. 10
Compilaticn, page £12)  This ordinance 1s being enforced but the
penalty for violation is a fine and not the rsvoking of the license.
There 1s a precedent in lLoulsville in the case of liquor licenses,
which may be refused for conducting a disorderly house or viclations
of the liquor law. (act for First Cluss Citites, Section 3034) The
only method ¢f contrcel of commercial recreation places now poscible
is by arrest of any patrons for discrderly conduct. (Act for First
Class Cities, Section 2885) Fines may be imposed for conducting
amusements without a license (Gen. Ord. 10th Compilation, page 358)
but the license cannot be refused the amusement place for any conditions
there existing leading teo vice.

2. The police are now charged with inspecting all places
of public amuscment to restraln unlawful and disorderly conduct and
to enforce all ordinances of the city. (Act for Firmt Class Cities,
Section 2885) The machinery of inspection already exists in Loulsville
and can be made just as effeciive as the people want to make it by
giving the power of appropiate ordinances and a sufficient force for
adequute Inspection.

S At present the only standards which are definitely
fixed are that there shall be no disorderly conduct in amusement places,
ne dance halls connected with saloons, and the gtandards of the stute

criminal code.

1. An Inspector of Gommercial Recreation in the Police

Department, with such assistant and part time inspectors, some of whom
should be women, as the work requires. Huch of the inspection will

continue to be done by the police officers. At some seascns of the
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year there are over 200 commercial amusement places of various kinds,
dance halls, pool rooms, theaters, and shows, cabarets,,epc. in oper-
ation on the same evening. To appolnt enough special inspectors for
all of these would be a needless expense. But the Inspector of Com-
mercial Recreation should specialize on keeping the recreation so furnished
of a clean and wholesome character. It would be his business to out-
line clear standards of what will be permitted and what prohibited in
commercial recﬁéation resorts, what sort of dancing allowed, what
sort of films passed, to work out practlcable standards with the managers
of these places, many of whom in the interests of their business desire
proper conduct of thelr putrons and to enforce these standards through
the regular police covering these places and through special inspectors
where necessary. This Inspector in the Police Department could well
have rank and pay (%$1300) between that of Lieutenant and Captain similar
to special member of police force assigned to Law Departmant (Gen. Ord.
10th Compilation, paée 42)

2. An Crdinance whersby licenses shall be granted to com-
mercial amuscment places only after application for license has been
approved by the Puillding Department for safety, by the Health Depart-
pent for sanitary condltions and by the Police Department's Inspector®
of Commercial Recreation on the wholesome moral character of the placs.
411 these depurtments are under ithe Board of Publie Safety, hence this
regualtion would mean that licenses would be issued as now by the
Sinking Fund Commission but only after applications for recreation
place licenses had been approved by the Board of Public Safety. The
enforcing of the license law governing amusements, so far as collection
of license fee and punishment for operating without license would re-
main as now with the Sinking Fund Commission. The enforcing of reg-
alations for safety, health, and wholesome moral conditions would
remain as now with the Board of Public Safety.

This provision would have the effeect of making the license
not only a means of revenue as at present but also a means of control.
It would have the effedt of making the manager of the amusement resort

interested in the moral conduct of his place to prevent vicious conduct,
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whereas at present only patrons are liable to arrest for disorderly
conduct.
The eost of these additional provisions for the control of
commercial recreation to prevent any occasions of vice therein would de-
pend on the number of special inspectors employed but should not be

over $3000.

Development of a Vice Preventing FPublic Recreation Hys tem

Purpose and scope of such & syste

The purpose of a public recresation system in which this Vice
@ommicsion is most interested is the purpose of furnishing the wholesome
use of leisure time to develop vice-resistlng character In the c¢hildrenn
and young people of the city. The educational purpose, nanmely, to
prevent the loss, by the forming outside ¢i schoolhours and after
school years of habits which waste sehocl training, the efficiency pur-
pose, nawely to bulld up workers outslde ol work nours sc that they are
more and not less effective because of their leisure time, are also
important features of such a system. They can be secured as addition-
al benefits along with that which this Vice Commision especially seoks.

ngcause of this broad purpose of the scope of such a recrca-
tion systemr becomes more than that of running playgrounds. Its scope
is to reach not cenly the children but alsoc the young working group
during the ages between 12 and 18 when vice prevention becomes most
impourtant.

There are about 30,000 young baople between these ages in
Louisville of which one-hall need some help frowm public recreation
system, not being completely covered by recreation furnished at home
and private recreation institutions. Adding those under 12 and over
18 who also need help, many of them children from good homes around
which there is little play space, und there are at least 40,000
children and young people in Loulsville who need soume help from a
public recreation system, that ik those who are not being adequately
supplied all the year round by recreation under home conditions and

and private wuspices.
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The work ¢l such a recreation system is not confined to
the summer .ponths but should extend throughout the year. Its work
includes indoor recroation center activities such as c¢lubs, dances,
neightorhcood meetings, as well as athletic events, baseball, soccer,
basketlball and gymnastic leagues. Its business is 1o know what are
the recreation needs of each neighborhood and each age group, to know
how much of the need is being sultably met by private agencies andto
meet the nceds not reached by these other agencies. It does not
seek to supplant private effort but t¢ do work now now being done by

any private organization.

Effect of preper recreation on vice

"Hecreation is stronger than vice---- Recreation alone c¢an
stifle the lust for vice” was the testimcny of Jane Addame after
twenty years of settlement work in a crowded neighborhood in Chicage
(Spirit of Youth and the ity Streets puge 20). In her book on
the =oclal evil she says that "perbaps nothing in actiual operation
is more valuable" in combatiing vice in Chicago than the Hubliec recre=-
atdon centers of the city (4 New Conscience and an Ancient Evil page 157)

"The greéat constructive force which is doing more toward
decreasing vice than all other agencies combined, is the gensral
modern movement for incrsasing the physical efficiency of children
through play and other vigorous out-of-door life.” This is the
testimony of a physiclan who 1s working dally +to find the cuuses of
juvenile delinquency (Dr. Lilburn ¥errill, Director of Diagnosis,
Seattle Juvenile Court in "Juvenile Ccurt Record" Sept. 1912).

“From the very beginning it was obvious that the ma jority
of children fell into difféiculties through their search for recreation."®
This 1s the testlmony F¥rs. Loulse DeXoven Powen, the prime mover in the
Chicago Juvenile Protective Association, which Association has 8tudied
and helped thcusands ¢f buyé:and girls who have gone wrong (Safeguards
for City Youth at Work and Play page 12)

Turning from expert testimony to the records of experience

we find that in Newark, New Jersey vicious saloons, gambling places,
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and disorderly hcuses once depending on minors for support were "put
cut of businecs by opening of recreation centers at night". (annual
reports of Newark, M. J. 1909 page 580 }. In Los Angeles, as in many
other citles, it has peen found that there ie a great falling off of
juvenile delinquency in the vicinity of playgrounds ( Annual EReport
Playground Comuission Los Angeles 1906).

In Louisville the same xperimnce has proved true. The

Juvenile Court officers frequently request help "in providing proper
recreation for boyes and girls whose desire for fun has taken t hem in
the wrong direction” (Third Repcrt Louilsville Board of Education 1913~

14 page 87)

That is now belng donc in putlic recreation work in Loulsville

Under the Park Roard the city has many well equipped play-
groundsland athletic flelds. The Park Poard during 12 weeks in
the sumper conducts playground and athletic activities not only in
these areas but alsc on certain school grounds and special private
grounds. These activities are atitended by thousands of children
and young pecple every sumer. This work reaches about cone foutth
of - those needing scme help from a public recreation system in this
city during ihose 1< weeks. If we estimate that The sumwmer, because
the longer holiday and vacation periods come then, offers 2/5 of the
recreation time of an « verage person, we find that the Park playgrounds
are reaching 1/4 of 2/6 or 1/10 of the recreation problem of the city.

The Fchool Board does not iiself conduct recreation activities,
but allows the use of school bulildings for recreation center activities
and neightorhood gatherings organized and supported by private funds.
The Public Libfary through the loan of Tiction books and the use of
halls in ite branch buildings furnishes much wholesome recresation.
It is possible that these recreation centers and the Library reach
another 1/10 of the city's recreation problen.

These factis are not ciised as criticism. What has been done
has beenfexcellent so far as it has gone. These facts simply indicate

that it cannot be urged that a public recreation system hasfalled to
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prevent vice in Loulsville because an adequate recreation system has

never really been tried in this city.

Further provisions needed in Loulsville to make the recreation svstem

a fdctor in vice prevention

1. LThe extension of work already done until a year round
sys tem is bullt up including both indcor and out door activities for
different age groups.

2. Use of all the facilities which the city owns, in
park, school and library property under cne supervisory management.
At present all three departments contritbute something but there are
neighborhoods whers none of the public fucilitiss are used for rec-
reaticn for lack of leadership and in no neighborhood are all the
public facilities used for recreation purposes to the limit of their
capacity.

S A Buperintendent ¢f Recreation whoe shall have under him
sub leaders for different neighborhoods or assigned to the task of reach-
ing one age group in several neighborhccds. At present there is no
one who knows how much of the needs of u given neighborhood or group
are belng met and how much is left untouched, with such co-ordinate
leadership the recreation activities can be guided on a definite
policy of combatting temptations to vice by substituting some thing
better.

4. 4 Recreation Commission similar to that in some other
cities which shall unite all the departments controlling facilities,
which €hall control all leadership of fecreation activities but which
shall leave to the Park Board control over the park policy of the city,
to the “chool ®Roard veto power over any activities of the Recreation
Commission in schocl grounds or buildings which interfere with school

uses, to the Library Board veto power activities in Library buildings

and grounds which interfere with library uses.
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Administrative plan to carry out these provisions

1. A Recreaticon Commission consisting of three members
chosen ¢ne each by the Park Roard, Zchool Board and Library Toard,
three members appointad by the Mayor and a seventh chosen by the six
hereby provided. It would be helpful if the fSchool, Library and
Park Foards chcse thier chief executive officers as their representa-
tives, because if any questicn arose in the Recreation Commission
whether any plan would be likely.té interfere with plans of these
boards in thelir respective iields the executive cofficier could at
once ancwsr ihe question, whereas d board member might have to de-
lay to consult the hoard's exeocutive officer on details left to him.

2. & Buperintendent of Recrcution chosen by the Recreation
Cemmission. This GSuperintendeni should be an expert as thoroughly
equipped in recreation work as a Superintendent of Schools is in educa-
tional work. 4 Recreation Superintendent who has the task of develop=-
ing a recrestion system in Louisville which shall reach the needs of

i executive
40,000 children and young people must have first Class /ability.

3. 4an adequate budget. The cost of building up a system
which shall furnish wholesome recveation Oppartuﬁities for 40,000
children and young people would be prchibitive were it not for the
fact tnat cpecial facilities do not have to be provided except in rare

Instances, and property already owned by the city in its park, school
and library plantd can be utilized. A tax levy of two cents on the
%100 or lesg than 1/90 of the total tax levy would make possible an
adeguate beginning. It would more than pay for iteelf as insurance
that tne investment in the school system shall not’continue to be
largely lost because of thé out-of-school wastes ¢f time and character.
It should be frankly admitted that a spectacular campaign against vice

reescrts could be conducted at mish le

n

s cost, but it is our belief that
money in a spectacular campaign would be largely wastéd,whereaa money
in a recreation system would be bullt year after year into the character
of the city's young people and become eventually a solid resistant to

the groth of vice.
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Crdinances and legislation to curry out these provisions

cuch a Recreation Commissicn should be a permanent part of
the city government. A8 such it should be created by legislative
enactment like cther departments of simllar importance. 4 draft of
such an enactment is given below.

Taiting for such a leglislatlive enactment would delay for
more tLhan twelve months the starting an all the year round system be-
cause after the passage of the law a further walt would be necessary
until the tax levy and budget is made up for the following year.
Pending the passage of such legislation thie work can be done by creating

a temporary Recreation Commlssion by ordinance under powers given to

) el

ass Gities SGection 2783). This

the City Council (Act for Firet C
ordinance could follow the same lines as the legislative enactument
in matter ¢ organization and powers of the Recreation Comulssion,
althcough fundes could under the ordinan¢ce ba precvided not by special
tax levy but by budgel appropliatiilon. In this way a sturt toward
compatting vice by a year round recreation aystem could be iade at
once .

{

nraft of Act Creating & Roecreation Commission

Section 1 = = Pecrestion Comnigeion c¢reated

There shall be in a Poard of Comnissioners in each city of
L4

e Such Recrea-

the Tiret class known as "The Recreaticn Commission
tion Commiseion shall be a body e¢orporate and in sald name may sue and be

ve, rent, acquire and hold property by condemna-

]
fto

sued, purchase, rac
tion or by contract for the same and do all the things necescary to the

accogiplish the purpose for which it is created.

Section 2 - - ifow members are to be chécen

Sald Commission shall consist of seven members - three citi-
zens oi the c¢ity appointed by the ¥ayor, one choesen by the PRoard of
Park Comrissioners, one chosen by the Dourd of Education, one chosen

by the RBoard of Trustees of the Free Public Library and one member
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elected by the six whose election and appointment is herein provided

for. The membere of the Racreation Comnission shall serve without
compensation for their services on this Commission. The members

chosen by the Park, School and Library Poarde shall hold office for such
term as the respective boards which they represent desipgnate or until .
their successcrs have been choesen by those boards. The members appocinted
by the Mayor and the member chosen by the Recreatlon Commission itself
shall serve for four years, excepi that in the creaticn of the first
Recreaticn Conminlssion the Mayor shall designate two of his appointees

to serve for two years and une for four yocars

Section 3 = = Powers and duties of ithe Recrsatlion Commission

¥ L

GR

It shall be the duty of the Kecreation Commission to manage,
direct andcare for whatever provlecions are made by the clity for playg
grounds, playfislds, indoor recreation centers, gyunasiams, conceris,
entertainments and similar pubtlic recreation activities.

The Recreation Commission shall have powsr, with the consent

of tre Toard o¢f Park Commis qioners 6 issue permiis for the us

o

e of
Playfields or park property and t¢ supervise, care for and equlp play-
grounde and pleyfieids In properiy under the control of the Board of
Park Comuiscioners; Provided that nothing in this ect shall bve con-
struad to abridge the power of the Poard of Park Commissioners to reg-
ulate the scdnic develi pment and landscaping of the city's park areas.
The Recreation Comnission shall have power i ¢ carry on play=~
crounde and indoor recreatlion sctivitics on the grounds and in the
buildings in charge of the Poard of Education of sald city and to pay
for the necessary supervision and caretazing incident to such recreation
activities; Provided, that nothing in this act shall be construed to
to abridge the power of the Roard of IZducatlion to veto the use ol any
¢i its grounds or buildings forrecreation nurnoses when such unge inter-
feres with their use for educational purposes.
The Recreation Commissicon shall have power to carry on out-
docr and indoor recreation activities on the grounds, and in the buildings

charge of the Poard of Trustess of the Free Public Iibrary of saild
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The purpose of this study of the education-u-ang;aecr Etional

facilities of the Louisville Industrial School is two-I0§ fir ,mgp
determine how far the institution, as at present conducteo'wlsxhee
the real needs of the children in these particulars: and selay
pake recommendations for the improvement of such conditions asWyg
upon careful consideration be found to need improvement,

The report is based upon the personal observations of the N
writer, who spent seven days in November and seven in January upon the%,
grounds of the institution, visiting schoolmrooms, playgrounds, shops,
hospital, dormitories and kitchens and interviewing children, teachers
and employees, The children have been seen at all hours of the day
and under varying conditions of supervision and it is believed that
a fair idea has been gained of conditions as they actually exisf,most
of the time. It is a matter of regret that, although in November
the study was interrupted and postponed at the request of the super-
intendent, it proved impossible in January, to sefure from him either
certain information asked for in November or other information requested
in January and that the interview desired to round out the information
presented in this report was postponed from time to time until other
duties necessitated the withdrawal of the surveyor. However, full
atténtion has been given to the point of view and recommendations of
the superintendent with regard to education and recreation as expressed
in the printed reports of the institution and much information on
both topics was given by the superintendent's wife during the two
rounds of inspection which she made with the writer and the chairman
of ¥ your visiting committee in November.

Full recognition, also, has been given to the fact that the
Louisville Industrial School is a municipal institution, supported by
municipal funds and accordingly limited in expenditure to the amount
appropriated for it by the city. Certain defects in the educational
and recreational system at the school are doubtless due to this fact;
others have nothing whatever to do with the amount of money at the
disposition of the Board, and could easily be overcome without increasing
the appropriation by a single penny.

ANALYSIS OF POPULATION. Any attempt to understand the needs of any
group of children must be preceded by some study of the individuals of
the group. The population of an institution is a shifting group, but

a comparison of the ages and grades of children received during the
four-year period from 1913 to 1916 inclusive with the corresponding
facts for the grouptpresent on November 1, 1919, shows that the situation
remains much the same from year to year,- in other words, that you may
expect to find very much the same ages and grades represented, in about
the same proportion, next year as last.

The population of the Louisville Industrial School is made up of
white and colored children, boys and girls, dependents and delinquents.
There are children of all ages, from mere babies of five and six, to young
men and women of eighteen, nineteen and twenty. They are housed in build-
ings few of which are modern and on a site which is far too small. The re-
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su%ting enforced proximity of these different groups of children con-
stitutes a serious problem which your Roard has long recognized, It

is a problem which must constantly be borne in mind in considering the
present facilities fa the education and recreation,

Fairly complete records were obtained for 390 children who
were irnmates of the institution on Nov,1,1919. This number does not
represent the total population present on that date, but only those
whose records were easily accessible in the filés. The analysis of
these records revealed several rather startling facts, Al though the
- Louisville Industrial School was designed primarily for a correctional
institution, 4% per cent, or nearly half of the 390 children were com=-
nitted as dependents. If the groups are still further classified ac-
cording to race, it becomes evident that nearly all the negro children,
117 out of 134, were committed as delinquents, while nearly two-thirds
of the white children, 162 out of 256, came as dependents. During
1913 to 1914, according to the printed reports of the institution, 671
new children were received. This total excludes children returned for
one reason or another, Al most one-third of this number, 211 out of 671
were committed as dependents. The reports do not so classify child-
ren that it is possible to determine how this proportion would be affect-
ed were the races separately considered, but it is clear that at all
times your institution houses a large number of children who are there
through no fault of their own and whom it .is highly improper to subject
to the same disciplinary routine which to some extent is required in
the case of older boys and girls who have committed serious offenses,

With the exception of the Caldwell, all buildings housed both
dependent and delinquent children together, In the Barrett building
records were obtained for 14 delinguent and 27 dependent girls; in the
Baxter building, for 43 delinquent and 40 dependent boys and in the '
Nones building for 28 delihquent and 13 dependent boys. In the Pettitt
building, the three boys committed as delinguents were very young and
properly belonged with the dependent group. An especially unfortunate
situation was revealed in the Senior building which is sipposed to be
reserved for the older girles committed for some serious form of delin-
quency. Of the 10 girls in this group on November 1st,.,four had origi-
nally entered the institution as dependent children and had become de=-
linguent while under the care there provided. '

It is surprising also, to find in a correctional dinstitution so
many very young children, A law has now been passed which forbids the
commitmentito the State Houses of Reform at Greendale of any child un=
der 10 years of age. According to the annual reports of the Louisville
Industrial School from 1913 to 1916, 31 children 6 years of age or under
were received at the institution, and 96 children 9 years of age or un-
der, On Kov.1,191G, there were present 4 six-year old children; 10
children of seven years; 5 of eight years, and 26 of nine years, Only
two of these were negro children. There was in the Pettitt building
a little boy who had been committed at the age of six as a delinguent
child, Even the 0ld criminal law recognized the fact that a child un-
der seven could not be held legally accountable for his acts. Children
of six and seven need a nursery and a kindergarteh.

A second group whose presence demands attention is made up
of the boys and girls over 16. Such children if they are mentally nor-
mal, shoul®d have completed at least the eighth grade in school, They
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need High 8School training, if théir bent is toward academic work, or
specialized shop instruction, if they prefer the industries. Records
were secured for = such children,

The feeble-minded comprise a third group, whose adiittance
complicates the difficulties of the Institution. Dr., Haines, in Bhis
survey of the population of the Louisville Industrial School found near-
ly one-tenth of the children feeblesminded. Mr., Fearing of the Louis=-
ville Psychopathic Clinic, diagnosed of the present inmates as dis=
tinectly sub-normal. The presence of such unfortunate children in your
institution defeats the whole purpose for which it was founded, for they
are incapable of profiting by the training which the school wag designed
to provide and they are no more fit to be turned loose into the world at
21 than they are at 1l. Indeed, they beegome potentially more danger-
ous to society as their bodies mature. The feeble-minded children now
present should immediately be transferred to the State School for the
Feebhle-minded at Frankfort and mental tests should hereafter Bk given
each child on admittance to determine his eligibility before any effort
is made to fit him into the institution routihne.

Even among the mentally normal children who are mommitted to
the institution, a high degree of retardation exisis, due sometimes to
the existence of such physical defects as bad vision or hearing, but more
often to irregular attendance at school and neglect at homeé. According
to the age and grade an admittance as entered on the record carde at the
“institution for 293 children who had attended the public schools prior to
commitment, and estimating that a child six, seven or eight years of age
should e in the first grade in order to be classified as '"normal'- which
is a liberal basis- 42 per cent of your children were up to grade on ad-
mittance and 58 per cent were retarded, Retardation was higher among th
colored children than among the whites, almost exactly one-half of the
white children being up to grade, while only one-third of the negroes
were normally advanced. Many of the boys, both white and colored, had
been committed by the juvenile court because of their failure to attend

school regularly.

For the group of children who are backward in school to start
with but are not feeble-mihded, it seems clear that the institution
should provide instruction under specially competent teachers, planning
the work 8o as to bring the child as quickly as possible up to grade and
giving him every opportunity for developing along the line btest suited
to his ability. The institution-bred child needs a good education even
more than the child who grows up in a family home, for the former, in the
great majority of cases is entirely dependent upon himself for support
the moment he leaves the institution and his chance to attend school tpo
pften ceases with his discharge.

What sort of training for life is given at the Louisville
Industrial School?

ACADENMIC WORK.

Of first importance in determinirig the value of the academic
training given by any school is the ©personnel of the teaching force.
A good teacher can get along with a minimum of equipment, although
adequate eqiipment is highly desirable and can transform a barren school
room into an attractive and home like place by stimulating the inventivew
ness of her pupils and enltisting the co-operation of her friends,

The Louisville Industrial School had on ifs -roll in XNovem~
ver the wife of the superintendent of the ins itu 15%,:%%% acted ag
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pripcipal of ssghaols, six white teachers and three colored teachers
who rgave academic instruction exclusively. Only one of the white
teachers is a Kormal School graduate although two others.have attend-
ed ¥ormal Schools, one for six months and one for two years. One
teacher has had only a High School education herself and has been with
the institution some 18 years, Another has had since graduation from
High School only six months at a NMormal School and six months at a
small College. A third teacher is alleged to have been discharged
from the Louisville public schools because of her mental condition.
One teaeher said frankly, when asked abuut her previous training,"I
don't believe I have had schooling enough myself to teach in the public
schools but that doesn't matter here." Two of the colored teachers
report Normal School treining dbut one Eas had only High School work.
C“The most flagrant instance of lack of PYeparation was found in the room
where the l1ittle white hoys were at school, The teacher was a boy of
16, an inmate of the institution, who- had reached the second year of
High School. He was undoubtedly trying to do the best he could but
he had, of course, no training whatever for such work and he manifested
rno natural aptitude for it, He said, "I try to learn them a little
and keep them quiet". On the five occasions when the writer visited
this room she never found the so-called "primer class" doing anything
or pretending to do anything. They were, on all these occasions, sit-
ting idly in their seats or drawing pictures on their slates. Most
of these children had been out of school altogether until the week of
November 3rd,, although they were of the age covered by the compulsory
attendance law, The FTirst Graders had, up to that time, been enrolled
in the same room with the second and third graders. Then, following
a visit by a Board member, it was discovered that the younger children
were not in school, the arrangement just described was made. It was
in force dAuming November and January. It amounts, for the yuunger
children, to a mild form of punishment. and to nothing else,

The sslaries paid by the institution are low and the hours
are excessively long, except for the two teachers who were, in January
following the new schedule, recently introduced on the girls!' side for
the grades above the fourth, In all but two rooms, the teacher is act-
ually in the class room from 7.:45 to 11730 in the morning and from one
to 430 in the afternoon, In addition, certain teachers who live at
the institution have other duties, such as supervising 'the study-room
at night, supervising the recreation period and the like. No teacher
can follow such a schedule and bring to her wozk from day to day the
physical and mental freéshness which she owes to herself and the children,
From this standpoint, it is a serious mistake to have the teachers live
at the institution. They should get completely away from the atmosphere
of institution life during their hours off duty.

" In two rooms on the girls'side of the institution, a new
school schedule is being tried out, which sends all the girls to school
for two sessions daily, from 9930 to 11;30 in the morning and again from
1:30 to 3,30 in the afternoon, Al though this arrangement necessitates
haste in the performance of household tasks, both teachers and girls
say they like it better, and that just as much school work can be accom=-
plished.  Psychologically, it is much better for the child to have the
session ihterrupted than to have the strain of trying to give attention
to school work for four and a half hours at a stretch, It is possible
to make such an arrangement with this particular group however, only be-
cause the total numbers happen to be small, It would not be practicable

to attempt such asre-~arrangement on the boys' side without more school
rooms and more teachers,
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| The course of study offerred at the institution is theoretically
that given by the Louisville Public Schools. But how does it work out
in practice? It is a physical impossibility for a teacher who is re-
sponsible for three grades or even for two grades, to give the children
in each grade the equivalent of the time they would spend in recitation
and study in a one-grade room in a public school building. One teacher,
when questioned closely as to how she managed to get through a list of
recitations which on paper looked well emough, said,"Well, I start at the
beginning on Monday morning and go as far as I can that day; then on
Tuesday, I begin where I Teft off on Monday and so on thruugh the week,
but' I do try to give thém all a little arithmetic sometime during each
day, because they are so weak in that."

Especially serious is the situation in the upper grades. Two
girls and one boy in the course of interviews told the writer that they
had taken the same subjects in the eight grade three years in succession
at the institution, although they had each year completed the work to the
satisfaction of the teacher. One girl said,"I suppose they thought it
was better for us to be kept busy." Another, who completed the so-called
ninth grade work at 15, said she had taken the same work twice and that
two other girls in her class had taken it twice, although all had passed,
The first year upper-grade teachers familiar with the work were questioned
and said the girls had done well in their studies., One of the two upper-
grade teachers said, when asked about the subjects offerred in the eighth
grade, "Well, you see we r€ally put the seventh, eighth and ninth grades
together and give them the same work, They call it ninth grade work,

I guess, because it makes the children feel better, but it's really all
the same." A girl who was reported as in the ninth grade in January was
at that time, according to the teacher, studying Reading, Mathematics,
Language and History. She had no Algebra, no modern or ancient languages,
and the text-books used in Language, lathematics and History were the same
as those used by the seventh and eighth grafle pupils, who were, however,
not so far along in them, Children who have mentality enough to reach
the seventh or eighth grades are not deceived by such subterfuges. If
the institution is not equipped to give academic instruction in the grades
above the eighth, it should frankly say so, and the Board should then
determine its policy with regard to the children who ought to have
further education,.

It should be clear from the preceding discussion that the most
serious defect in the management of the schools at your Institution is
the fact that it is wholly without connection with the city system of
public schools and hence is unsupervised by any outside agency. It is
not considered necessary for the teachers to measure up to the require-
ments of the Louisville public school system, although they have a far
more difficult task than the ordimary public school teacher. The
subjects offerred the children are not taught according to modern methods,
nor is the course of study, upon analysis, found really equivalent to
that of the public schools, Particularly is this true of the instruction
provided for the primary and the upper grades, The teachers at the
Institution are deprived of the stimulus which comes from contact with
the educational system of the city. One of your teachers, who has had
experience in institutional teaching in another state, spoke with
appreciation of the help which she had there received from the travelling
supervisors of the State Board of Hducation, who inspected her classes
at the institution, just as they inspected classes in the public schools,
and gave her advice and suggestions for improving her work.
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So far as could be learned, there is not even any regular
getting together of the school teachers and the shop instructors,
on the institution grounds to discuss their common problems and
together plan how to arrange the work for the best good of the children.
It is essential that the principal or head of a school which professes
to give so varied a vocational and academic training as that outlined
in the printed reports of the Louisville Industrial School should be
an educator of recognized standing, in close touch with the most
progressive thought of the school world., That is not the case, at
the present time, and the school work suffers, accordingly.



VOCATIONAL AND INDUSTRIAL TRAINING.

Under this heading the annual report of the Louisville Industrial
School for 1916 lists the following"®rades and industries" in which the
children are said to have been engaged; carpentry, cabinet-work, manual
training and sloyd, barbering, care of boilers, chair caning, cooklng,
concrete work, dress-making and general needle-work flower and v
vegetable ?ardenlng, electrical and plumbing work, nainting, printing,
steam laundering, shoe-repairing, store-keeping and tailoring. However,
on the following page, the statement is made that the chair-caning
department has not been in operation for a year and a half, that the
boys of the sloyd and manual training shop have "in the main been kept
busy for the past several months assisting the carpentering classes in
improvement and repair work;" that the carpenter shop needs machinery
and appliances and that the shoe-repairing department "needs tools and
equipment in order to do the necessary work on the children's shoes."
At least two of the industries in which the children are said to have
been engaged, chair-caning and sloyd and manual work, are, according to
the later statement of the superintendent, either abandonned altogether
or not operating full time, If this be the case, they should have been

omitted from the first list.

As a matter of fact, the situation in January with regard to
"vocational and industrial training” was this. For the colored boys,
the only department in effective operation was the steam-laundry which
was in charge of one of the inmates, a colored boy and the carpenter
shop, in charge of a colored carpenter to whom three boys reported
in the morning and three in the afternoon. Twelve boys were in the
laundry in the morning and fourteen in the afternoon, There is in the
laundry a good deal of unguarded machinery, belting and the like and
while it is true that only the older boys are supposed to handle it,
the two boys 12 years old who were on January 15 scrubbing the floor
in the laundry, and later, assisting in sorting the clothes, were several
times seen in dangerous proximity to unprotected belting. The very fact
that they were in the place w1thout any adult supervision at all, subject-
ed them to a serious hazard.

The colored carpenter was practically without equipment except
for a rip-saw which was quite unprotected and which, accordingly, was
supposed to be used only by the instructor himself. On none of the
four occasions when the writer visited this shop were the boys actually
employed at anything except sweeping, but some repailr work was under way
at which they were assisting outside the shop. Aside from some slight
familiarity with the tools of the trade, it is doubtful whether the boys

are getting much out of the work. They are certainly in no sense getting
the equlvalent of a course in carpentry and cabinet-making as it would
be given in a properly eqnlnbed manual training school,

According to the statement of the farm foreman, three colored
boys were on January 15 assigned to farm-work, which at that season of
the year meant simply doing the chores around the barn; one boy of 12
acted a$ "gate-boy". During the summer months, all the older bvoys,
white and colored get more or less experience on the farm., This open
air cmnloyment is excellent for boys provided they are assigned to
tasks suited to their strength and provided they are in charge of a man
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really qualified to give them instruction in agriculture and the care
of stock. The present incumbent of the position of instructor does not
in any sense measure up to the requirements of the position, The boys
are getting nothing which could be called scientific agriculture or
husbandry; they are getting a certain practical experience which is not
without value and a certain amount of out-door exercise which is good
for them provided it is not carried to excess., It is of course obvious
to the Board that a really competent man as farm foreman would earn his
salary many times over by increasing the productivity of the farm and
garden.,

Other colored boys were busied about the buildings, sweeping,
building fires, scrubbing floors, mending, washing dishes, making beds,
waiting on table, assisting in the kitchen and in general, doing the
"household chores" of the institution., It is granted that this work
must be done, and that it is a good thing for each boy to have his share
in doing it, but it can not fairly be considered industrial and vocational
training and, as at present conducted, it does not even acquaint the boys
with good standards of house-work,

The white boys were like-wise cngaged in house-work about
their respective buildings, and lack of competent direction was even more
evident in their methods of work than in the case of the colored boys,
Medthods of clearing the tables and washing the dishes were observed
several times in both the Pettitt and the Baxter btuildings. In the latter
dining room, the work is in charge of a sixteen~-year old boy; in the
former, the matron, assisted by two of the older girls, directs the work,
She is greatly handicapped by the fact that most of the boys in her
building are too young to be of service.

In neither building were the dishes properly scraped before being
put into the dish-water and in neither was soap being used on any of the
occasions when they were visited., The result was that the dish water was
greasy and filled with vparticles of food, and on no occasion did we see
the dishes rinsed before wiping. No good housewife would tolerate for

%moment the way in which this work was being done.

The bed-making, likewise, as personally observed, would not
pass muster in a well-managed household, It is customary for the boys
after dressing in the morning, to spread up the beds at once, which means
that they cannot be properly aired and later the boys assigned to dormitory
service come up and "straishten" the beds, pulling the sheets and blankets
straight and leaving the rows of beds even. The dormitories are well
ventilated and there has never been the slightest odor about them, but
the boys might just as well be taught to air their beds and later to make
them up in approved hospital style as to follow the more careless custom
in use at the time of our visit,

The sweeping, as observed, was entirely dpy-sweeping, which is
generally condemned by public health authorities on the ground of the
dust nuisance which it creates, There has been a cormendable effort on
the part of the present administration to reduce the amount of scrubbing
floors which in many institutions is carried to absurd lengths, but it is
still open to question in the minds of many institution authorities
whether it is good policy to permit young children to do any scrubbing at
all, The nractice which on three occasions was observed in the Barrett
building of requiring little boys to turn back their trousers and their
stockings, so that they were on their bare knees on the soapy floor
cannot be too strongly condemned. On January 16, the writer saw four boys,
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two of them 11 years old, one 13 and one 14, scrub the floor of the long
recreation hall in the Barrett building. They had to carry the pails of
water from a sink in an adjoining room and for threc of the boys, it was
certainly too heavy lifting. They worked from nine o'clock until a few
minutes past ten. The matron then said the floor was not clean and
required them to go over half of it again. Two boys worked until ten-
thirly; one had not finished at ten-forty but had then to he excused for
band practice., Before the boys had finished work, there were foot-prints
on the floor they had labored so hard to make white, for the room is used
as a general passage way. One of these boys was a frail-looking child
who at 13, was in the eighth grade, a year in advance of his age. It

is poor economy to put a boy of good mentality and frail physique at this
sort of manual labor.,

The cooking for the boys in the Pettitt Building is done by one
of the older girls; for the colored boys, by a negro cook; and for the
older white boys, by a man cook. Boys who are assigned to kitchen duty
assist in the preparation of vegetables and other raw materials but are
given no systematic instruction in cooking,

The shop-work for the white boys, in January, consisted of
printing, cobbling and tailoring. The printing shop, both in November
and January, was in charge of a 1l7-year-old boy whose only training had
been at the Institution, On January 15, he had six boys in the shop,
three aged 16 years, one 13, and two,ll, One of the 11 year old boys
vas only in the second grade and could barely read. He nad heen assigned
to the shop only that morning., The same boy who had charge of the printing
had also charge of the band practice and the band met in an adjoining room
during the last hour of the fore-noon and afternoon., Otviously the boys
assigned to the printing shop could be learning little while their
instructor was engaged in directing the band. On three occasions when the

shop was visited, no work at all was going on,

Four white boys reported at the shoe-shop in the morning and
four in the afternoon. This was one of the really busy places in the
Institution, and the big pile of shoes awaiting attention testified to
the need of activity. 'The man in charge is a practical cobblexr who
appeared to understand his business and to te able to manage the boys well.

The woman in charge of the tailor-shop had in January just
returned to work after an absence of two weeks on account of illness., The
shop had veen closed during her absence and she told us that during &
previous absence of fifteen months, the shop had not been in operation.
There were three sewing machines in the room and the only instruction in
tailoring which the boys received, according to the statement of the
instructor, was to learn to operate these machines, They knew nothing
about cutting or fitting.

One boy was helping the machinist, and various other boys were
detailed to heln with painting and repair work, the care of fires, the
issuance of sunplies in the store, office~boy duty, and the like.

It is evident that the vocationsl and industrial work offered
by the Luubville Industrial School by no mesns measures up to the
statements made in the printed reports of that institution, Comparatively
few boys at a time can profit by the instruction offerred by the shops
which are undermanned and under-equipped and the practical experience
which they are getting in house-hold duties and such repair and constructlon
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work as from time to time arises is not so handled as to make it educatior
al in the true sense of the word.

In other words, the institution is taking boys many of whom are
retarded in school when they come, and is not giving them either the true
equivalent of a public school education or a satisfactory training for
a trade. ZExceptionally bright children can learn a good deal even under
such unfavorable conditions, but the situtation is fair neither to then,
who should have unusual opnortunities to develop unusual powers, or to
the mejority of the children who because of poor heredity and environment
nrevious to admittance need more, and not less training than the average
public school pupil.,

The girls at the Louisville Industrial School fare somewhat
better than the toys Tkecause a woman's training naturally tends toward
the performence of household duties such as are possible in institution
life without elaborate equipment. Home-making and the proper performance
of house-work can be raised to the dignity of a nrofession for a woman:
they cannot be so regarded for the average man, It is a serious question
however, whether the lack of proper equipment for teacking cooking, for
instance, does not limit the usefulness of the instruction now given at
the institution to a noint where zirls are poorly fitted to zo into
service in really good fawnilies where really good pay can be expected.
They ought to Te mrepared for more resnonsible duties, if their mental
ahility warrants it, than merely working as sexrvents.

From the standpoint of educational results, it is a great pity
that each of the three families of girls has not its own kitchen and
dining room where arrangements more nearly approximating family life
could ovtain. The prescnt scheme is undoubtedly more economical, but
is economny the whole end to be considered? In this respect the colored
cirls have a distinct advantage over the white, for their total numbers
are smell enougli to make a real cottage-plan life possible,

The instruction in sewin; leaves much to be desired in the way
of equipment and method, but the needle-work, on the vhole, rasnks feirly
well, in comparison with that done Ty children of corresponding age in
the public schools The premaration of sujplies for the Red Cross during
the war is said to have been exceptionally well done and the enrollment
of the little girls as members of the Junior Red Cross is especially to
be commended, The sewing work, however, should includgf@ore detailed
instruction in dress makinz, including cutting and fitting, of which most
of the older girls interviewed professed ignorance, and should be extended
to include millinery and designing.

The older girls do the hand laundry for the institution, which
includes the vpersonal laundry of the employees., This is heavy work,
under the best of conditions, and girls should not ve allowed to keep
at it for such long hours as are now assigned to *the Senior girls.

A reasonatle amount of such work, however, is not injurious.

The two great defects in the nresent tmaining of girls at the
Louisville Industrial School are, first, the narrow scope of the training
and second, the fact that it is practically all indoor work, Domestic
service or sewing are the only occunations for which the school claims
to fit girls. The majority of the white girls, at least, will probsbly
not enter domestic service with any intention of remaining by it. As
vet, domestic service is noorly maid and wunstandardized, except for the
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highly trained servant who can command her own price. The girls who
enter dress-meking shops, on the other hand get good pay if they are
at all competent. But many girls do not like to sew and will under
no considerations adopt sewing as a profession. The range of choice
at the Institution is too limited to do justice to the wide range of
temperaments and abilities among the girls.

Anyone familiar with work among delinquent girls knows that
out-of-door accupations afford one of the surest means of rehabilitation,
Physical and moral. There are dozens of out-of-door occupations

suitable for women and highly yprofitable in which the Institution should
interest itself.
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428 South First Lt., T
Louisville, Xy.
TREIGIBORHCOD HOUSH FUSIC SCHOOL., SEPT.4,1923.

Today as never before,music is recognized as a great force
in our individual and national life. T"he ¥eighborhood liouse has
not been slow to take advantage of the power that lies in music.

In October 1919,a huwmble beginning was made to organize owt of three
~upils,a Lusic 5chool,and the School,like tiie proverbiazl green bay
tree,has flourished and grown into an orgznization enrolling 218 boys
and girls.

t“he aim of the 5chool is three fold:- to instill systematic habits
of study; to encourage and develop a love for good music,and through
rusic for the neautiful in life;to inspire in these children a greater
patriotism and loyailty to this America,which is their inheritance.

‘he greater number of children enrolled iq the >»chcol are of
foreign born parents. .ost of ‘them have a great love for music,and
many of them an instinctive talent,which would otherwise go undevelop-
ed,perhaps undiscovered, In the Lusic odchool there are courses in
piano,voice,violin and harmony. Choral practice is free and private
lessons are provided at the nominal sum of thirty five cents. Cften
scholarshins are secured for those who cannot meet even tris low figure.
“he Music school,like all forms of wocial bervice,abounds in its human
interest stories. =~ typical example is that of a little girl whose
horme was burned. <he fire corpletely destroyed her already inadecuate
supply of clothes,but she appezred bright and sriling to tell "Peacher®
that she had rescued her dearly beloved "music Book".

}iss Josephine Peak is in charge of the School. she is assisted
by thirteen volunteers from the Senior (Class of the Louisville Conserv-

atory of Lusic,. ‘ne wrk is vased on the most modern and approved
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methods ,with individual attention given to each student in addition

to the group and clasé instruction. Usuelly five or six operattas are
presented during & year and several operas are studied. Tslent from the
outside is brought in to inspire the children to grezter effort.

No program at the ieighborhood House 1s complete without someé con-
tribution from the Music School. The yearly program includes a social
calendar.as well as a schedule of work,for many hikes,picnics &nd parties
are given throughout the season.

4 new feature the coming year will be the singing of songs in their
native tongue by the Italian children. Miss Peak's earnest desire is
to see an orchestra come into peing,and since the Lusic School has al-
ready accomplished such wonders there is small room for doubt that the
orchestra will soon no longer be a drear,but a reality.

In tne establishment of a Lusic 3chool Weighborhood House is but
following the lead of the greatest settlement houses in america, More-
over the Settlement Musie ‘Bchool is a distinctively ~merican product,
nothing of the sort having oeen attempted abroad. It is a big thing
that the natural musical intuition of our people should thus fingd its
outlet. It is in keeping with our fundamental principle that every
cnild rust have his chance. In a time w.en we grasp.at any straw
which may further political and racial harmony ,music, tie universal
language,looms un as the one medium which all may speak and all may
underetand,and it is to our musicians that we may look as the future

vehicles of international understancing.
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Seventh Annual Convention State Federation of Music Clubs ' 1
Frankforxt, Kentucky. ‘
¥ay 18, 1927, “\-\

The Settlement Music School has grown by leaps and bhounds. ;
The beginning was made by Miss Eleanor Smith in 1892 at Hull House,
Chicago, and the first Musgic School Settlement was founded by Mies
Emily Vagner in New York in 1894, The movement has grown until today
there are 143 of these centers providing opportunity for music express-
ion, Some of these centers are logated among the foreign born vhosze
boye and girle have an innate love for musie.

The Music Sohool idea fs not to train professional musicians,
or to teach musle as an end in itself, but to use mmsic as & means to
an end - to give young people & broader outlook upon life and to
develor 4in them the highest type of manhood and womanhood. It stands
for the best in the art of muaie. The dourse of instruction is of the
same standard that any conservatory offers, The work is no more a
charity than the work of the public schools or universities., Mre.
Janet D, Schenck made the following statement in her valuable survey of
the Eettlement and Commmnity Music Schools: "The Music School Setilew
ments are of no more relative burden financially to the public than the
average college, of inestimable value artistically, end yet fighting for
their very existence, It 1s essential that the public should under-
stand the real significence of the work, that it should cease to regard
N¥usiec Schools as & charity or even philanthropy, and that it sghould
aéeept them as it does the colleges and professional schools which make

\ for general national refinement and culture, VWhen this is achieved
' the schools will be supported as they should be, and them, and only then,

will their possibilities be realized,"
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Neighborhood House im ;auiws.lifa, Kentucky, conducts a Music
Sehool as one of its deparﬁnenta. | It w@ﬁbﬁg&ﬁiﬁed in October 1919 and
has enjoyed / thruout the yeers a steady and consistent growth. The
musical standard of the school ic the Yest, The teachers are aceepted
only aftey they sre recommended by the Iouisville Conservatory of Music,
The success of the school is due largely to the kindly interest and
cooperation of Mr, Frederick A. Covles and the facully of the
Conmexyvatory. The chief aim of the school is to instill systematie
habité of study; to encourage and develop =& love for good music; and
thru msiets broadening influence a rveverence for the nobler thinge of
life.,  Last and greatest of all, its power teo make better and more useful
citizenas, '

The Music School has a varied program of individual lessons,
misieal classes and more formal clubs, Iaes-scnu?;n piano, violin, volce
end harmony are taught at the fixed pri¢e of thirty.five eents or one
dollar for an individual lessen, according to the teacher selected,

Classes in vhythm are a part of the curriculum, A Kinder
Symphony is popular with small boys., Rihythmic and orchestral training
of this type of mugieo is very valuable, The gchool mekes a feature
of group singing and the yesulis are smezing, The Glee Clud, made up
of young girls, is the most enthul'nutic elub eof the school, They not
only sing but receive training on the ukalg:and banjo., Christmas Bve
this group wen® from house to house delighting the neighbors by their
Christmes carols. A& & recent meeting of the Neighborhood House
Citizenship Alumni Clud these“singers" gave a oreditable program of
classical songs, a mumber of which were four-part selections. Early in
the spring they hiked to the country for an all day pionic in the woods,
The flee Club will soon present a musical comedy which bids fair %o Dbe
an entertainment of wmsual merit,
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The Societa di Canto, & olass of Italisn children who have
made a reputation fdr themselver by singing Italian folk songs before
‘many oity ¢lubs and organizations, presented a Christuas operetta;
"Santa Cleus in Mother Goose Land”, during the holiday time, The cast
inoluded thirty.five Italien boys and girls. . The verdict was universal
4hat the performancé was delightful and the operetis one of the most
‘pleasinz the school ham ever produced,

Die Yidishe Kinder Zingers, a ckowgs of Jewiah childwen, gave
peveral musical numbers and Purim songs for the celebration of Purim,

a Jewigh holiday. :

A group of American children are banded together as the
Stephen Foster Chorus. i’hey presented a Health gperetta at Neigh-
Porhoed House and algo a program of songe for the Community Chest Drive,

Thyee pupils from the violin ¢lass played with the orchestra
which performed at the State M¥eeting of the Kentucky Educational Asso-
eiation,

The follewing typical stories show how earenstly the children
desire to stud) musie:

e, whose father was dead, had made rapid progress in music,
She''was ever puictual and attentive for her weekly lesson, Her
mother had maxty burdens and could only afford thirty-five cents
for one lesson each week, Marie came to the Settlement with
%cars in ney eyes to tell ke Ueachewx she couldn't take a lessou,
they had no money, The next day she redurned all gmiles with
& quarter snd two niockles, "Mama has a new roamer! and he paid
in advance for the room,” She could now take her mach coveted
piano leasson., .

Iunoeille tapped the keys of the pilano longingly, "¥Fish I could
play the pianc. When my papa gets work, then 1'll take lessons."

While the director of the school was playing for the Friday nite
Picture Show one little boy timidly approached her and whispered,
"Wonder if I could leayn to play the plane, did you learn your-
self howd” ]

\‘/ S8ince Novembeyr 1923 the Music School of Neighborhueod Houme

has Peen Tederated with the State Federation of Music Clubs,
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The Music School ides is worth while, Mo matier how small
your city or commnity is, theye is & place for such an institution. It
will succeed if it ia well organized and kept up to a high standard,

Let me appeal to you by quoting from an article by John Taskielr
Howard, Jr., .  *Do not let your mmsical thought bBe limited entirely to
your own clientelle offpaying' pupils.  The Gormunity needs musie,
you need the Comminity, and one of the most effective means of your get-
ting together is thru an organization foy soelal tetterment,” -

At the Settlement Msie School you will find deserving students,
who will give you the closest attention and fellow your instruction in
a most surprising manner, Vhat better way 1p there of using your time
than by giving some of it to those who come to you because they are
hungey for music rather then beczuse they are sent to you by adoring
parents, who feel that their children need a little polishing.

Respectfully sulmitted,

Dk

josephine Peak, Directore
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Music—The anly pift of Heaven
ginen to eartl;
The only gift of parth we fake
to Beanen. -
—@harles W. Landon

In O Hirginny
A Musicral Comedy

T Arts
Presented By

Yalian Chorus

of

Neighborhood Houge

428 Sauth First Street
@uesday Euening, Aay 21, 1929

Eight @’clock

SSHA¢




IN OLD VIRGINNY

Text and Music by
Ivine, Laurene and Hattiebell Shields.
By Permission of the Publisher, Clayton F. Summy, Chicago.

THE CAST.

Virginia Langworthy, (Southern Girl) Jennie Messina
Georgia, (Virginia’s chum) . Bernadine Gazzolo
Mammy Lize, (Old negro mammy) Mrs. Thomas Crawley

Uncle Ras Tony Vuturo

Harry Langworthy, (Virginia's Brother) Vincent Lombardo

George Washington Johnson, (Harry’s pal) Phil Passafuime

Captian Noel Norton, (Northern Officer) Charles Rodgers

Mrs. Langworthy Rose Limani

Lieut. Jack Lagworthy, (Southern Officer) Francis Westfall
CHORUS

Philomena Fanelli, Angeline Messina, Martina Passinissi, Rose
Fanelli Tony Gallo;, ‘Annunziata Campisara, Tonny Passifuime,
Salvadore Lentine,

PICCANINNIES

Martin Gargotto and Pat Crawley

Scene - - Langworthy Hall.
Time - - Civil War Days.

ACT I. Afternoon during the War,
ACT II. Evening after the War.

Orchestra, Louisville Normal School.

Chairman of Music Committee, Miss Mae Belle Weiss.

The Business Manager is Mrs. Thomas Crawley.

The Stage Managers are Phil Passafiume and Vincent Lombardo.
The Electrician is Tony Lombardo.

The Prompter is Mrs. A. Krupp.

The Dances were taught by Miss Bernadine Gazzolo.

The Costumes were designed by Miss Elizabeth Wilson.

Musical Direction by Miss Josephine Peak.

PATRONS AND PATRONESS.

Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Arbegust  Mr. and Mrs. P. K. Hollenbach

“ ¢ Alex G. Barret  * °  ‘° Joe Lombardo
““* “ H.F. Bryant “ " B.G. Marshall
¢« BA - Cowles % Vincent Messina
‘4« Philip Cona SRR ‘“ H. Robertson

o ‘“ . Thomas Crawley * ““ “° Joseph Selligman
“ ‘" Gus Dattilo “ " E.S. Tachau

“ < W, Y. Fillebrown ‘“  *‘ J. 8. Tonoli
‘' James J. Gazzolo Y Y Y W. G. McGowan

Mrs. Adelaide Strassel McCaskeyMiss Edith Callahan

Mrs. Mary P. Natiello Miss Marian Clancy

Mrs. Leo Stabile Miss Catherine McDermott

Mr. Walter K. Belknap Miss Lou Howington

Business and Professional Miss Gertrude-Klein
Women’s Club. Miss Mamie Perroni

3DSIBDLLEEEL

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Neighborhood House gratefully acknowledge the generous
assistance of Messrs Billie Keller, William K. Taylor, Childers
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tory of Music and The Confederate Home.
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THE GLEE CLUB
OF
NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE PRESENTS
"SWANEE RIVER TUNES"
A
MINSTREL
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FROCRAMME
This is in the vard of a colored Tamily's
cabin on a plantation "way down South” in the
evening after 211 the work is done .
ACT I
"Carry Me Back To 01d Virginia" Chorous

miasge ‘s In The Cold Cold Groﬁnd Chorous

Anna Catherine
Emmetsberger

Tap Dance

"Song of Songs"--A duet of the two white
sweethearts Toul se Haskins
lorris Schloszberg
"0ld Black Jo" Tdward lertin

Inez Gilbert and
Chorous

"Shortnin Bread" .

ACT II

This is ¢ cotton field on the same !
plontetions One may sce this scene any--dov in
the summertime in the South.

"Tonegsome Rozd" Chorous

Ten Trio Herrig McGregor
) Jemes Sprevw
Delmees Abbott

11d Men River" HMorric Schloszberg
snd Chorous

1) SuszannaM--guiter sclo Edward Martin

"y 01d Kentucky Home"™ Choruus
igwing Low Sweet Che rict" Chorous
nStenl Away" Chorous

ACT IIT

After the drvs werk is over, evervene is
ready for the Jubilec. This is the gnrden

verd of one of the plantation hcemes.

"Wagon Wheels™—=A duct Edwerd Meortin

"My Lindv LeuM-~sclc Fleetwell Longshore

Tap Dence Ree e Emmetsberger

"My Het"—=n noveltv number Constconece Grider
Tucille Wellshield
Betty Lett

Wiry Down Upon The Swrnee River" Benny Reed
and Churcus

Grond Fronele--"Dixie™ Cast

INTERLOCULATOR GEORGE JOSEFXH
END MAN ITORRIS 1ICGREGOR
STLGE MAMAGER ETHEL HASKINS
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Submitted by Vera Paschal

The Settlement year of 1922-23 has besm an unusual one for the play-
ground has been open almost every week thruout the year, Until school closed
the playground was open in the afternoons and only part of the time at night.

The playground season opened with the usual feeling of fun and
vacation time. The keen interest and desire to play on the part of the
children was evidenced by the fact that the residents were often awakened as
early as six o'clock in the morning by the urging voices of babies and base-
ball chanpions. "Open the 'Neighborhood'," was the cry sent up to the workers,
One girl of 13, who practically lived on the playground, voiced the opinion of
many when she said, "Gee, I wish 'Neighborhood'! would open on Sunday. I hain't

got no place to play."

Each day when the hour of nine arrived thers was a-crowd awaiting to
rush for the balls, the sand boxes and horseshoes, That the eagerness grew as
the summer passed is showh by the fact that August was the record month with
an attendance of 9385. The attendance for the three summer months of June,
July and August, the regular playground season, was 21,738. There was as usual,
a larger attendance among boys than girls., The most popular age on the play-
ground i8 from 10 to 12 years for both boys and girls, There were during the
year, 763 boys, 644 girls and 193 adults enrolled on the playground. Their
distribution was as followss:

AGE BOYS GIRLS ATULTS
6 and under 126 1486
7-9 162 ‘ 152
10-12 204 176
13-15 202 120
16-17 €9 40
763 644 193

+

. The activities of the summer playground varied from the sand box,
bubble blowing and swings for the babies, to baseball, horseshoes, volley ball,
group games, ete. for the boys and girls. Singing games and folk games were
popular among the small children and even the larger boys and girls would at
times join in playing such games as "Have You Seen My Sheep® and "A Girl is

Slowly Walkcing".

As usual, the Park Board sent us two workers who took charge of the
inter-park activities which constituted a greater portion of our summer program
for boys between the ages of 12 and 18. Baseball was the ruling sport and
three or four nine-inning games were played before noon. There were usually
two games going at one time, The theory that efficiency comes thru pradtice
proved to be true, because the Neighborhood Howse team won every game up until
the final game for city championship which was played with Poone Park at Shelby
Park, when Neighborhood House was defeated by a score of 12 to 10,
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Playground Report. -2-

The same was true for Dodgeball, Volley Pall and Horseshoes, the epposing
teams winning in the finals by only a few points showing that they were
quite evenly matched. Second place was won in the Track Meet held at High
School Park August 21st. The practice for these tournaments took a great
deal of time and effort on the part of the players and much interest was
mnifested; however, it should be noted that the joy of playing for the
sake of the game was not denied the @Gfher children on the playground be-
cause the workers saw that the spirit of "I got winners" "Piggy One!" and
"Piggy Two" was carried out,

For the first time Neighborhood House took part in the swimmin
meet fostered by the Park Board in which Neighborhood House boys won nine

daymorning one might hear, "Hey, Skinny, got your swimming suit?" In
several instances it was observed that many of the small boys were coming
to playground on Wednesday with a green, red or some gay colored suit
shining thru their blouses for fear they would forgst. At these otclock
on that day any boy who desired could go to Central Park for am hour of
supervised swimming. A$ many as fiftiy-five boys have been in the small
pool at once,

_ Among other special events of the season were the efficiency
contests as outlined by the Playground and Recreation Association of
America in which about 75 boys and 12 girls participated. Twelve boys and
four girls completed their tests and received hadges. -

All thru the playground season the showers were a particular joy
for the small children. Every day from three to four o'clock there were
from 15 to 25 small boys taking showers., It was difficult for the girls
to have to wait until four o'elock for theirs. After noon the young
woman on the playground was ever faced with the question, "Teacher, how
long is it till we'll get a shower". Thruout the year, 1363 showers were
given in connection with the playground.

/ The lstter part of July, room was found at the east end of the

playground for a tennis court. After three days of sweeping, shovelipg,

' cleaning and lining, a court was evolved and joy was broadcast among the

older boys and girls. The tennis court did no® fail in drawing new
characters, or ones who seldom came to the playground, and it was always
occupied from 9:00 o'clock in the morning until darkness prevented further
gport, A tournament was arranged among the boys of the various playgrounds
of the city in which one of the Neighborhood House boys went to the semi-
finals to be defeated by Clines, who is the boys single Champion of the
Southern States.

A
e A special effort was made this season to meet the needs and in-

| Fterests of the tiny tots and small children. To this end, Indusirial Arts

Y

classes were organized and conducted on the roof garden., One of the most
interesting groups proved to be the paper doll class which met once each. |
week., At 3:30, the hour for the class, the children rushed up ihe steps,
calling, "I bid to give out the paste to-day", or "Its my time to give

out scissors". The fact that some of the little girls had to bring their
baby sisters and brothers along did not seem to lessen their joy as the

. babies were perfectly happy and quiet, amusing themselves with the pebbles

on the floor, putting them in boxes and emptying them cut again. First the
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children mede small books with bright colored paper covers, on the front of V
which they pasted attractive pictures cut out of magazines. The older
children of the group call these books their "houses". . Each page répresents
a room and Sears-Roebuck and Montgomery-Ward catalogues wsre slashed to
pieces in wild and thrilling searches for a porch swing with cushions on it,
a real leather sofa and one of "those beds with a silky roof over it." Then
the mother and father and all the children in the paper doll family can walk
through the twenty~seven rooms without the least trouble or inconvenience.
' The smaller children .sre unable to cut out the furniture so they fill their
“¢ books with all kinds of pictures cut from every magazine imaginable, - Little
\ Phillip has only two pages of his bock complete becauss he "don't want
_ .' nuthin' but cowboys and graham cracker pichures" in his, and can only find
\ two cowboys and all the. graham crackers look alike. But he is still trying

and is very serious in his purpose. The crowning event of the afternocn is
the cleaning up time and the privilege of washing the paste brushes proclaims
the star worker of the day. Then "teacher must go in the house and count one
hundred and two, while every scrap of paper is hidden away and every table
folded and put in the cabinet." '

\ Friday afternoons are passed in weaving doll rugs, hammocks and
making quilts out of scraps of old materials.

,/ Some of the older boys seemed so mch interested in what the little
folks were doing that when the need arose for some attractive waste baskets -
‘for the House, a painting class was organized and as a result unsightly

fruit baskets were gladly turned into works of art by the boys and are now
bringing joy to the servants as well as all residents of Neighborhood House.

If one had happened to come to the roof garden on Wednesday after-

noon he would have heen transported immediately to the land of Yake-Believe,

\ where paper crowns became gold, and mere chairs and settees, thrones for a
royal family, The Make-Believe story hour was started in the latter.part of
July with the main idea of giving the children an outlet for their imagina-
tive and dramatic powers. A group of children, mostly Italian and Syrian,
who had had little experience in dramatization and self expression, attended
this class. ‘At first, - the children were shy and did not like to show off.
before the others, but before the summer was over, even the tiny three year
0ld, who had been dragged up the stairs to lock on while big sister played,
was taking part as a court attendant or as a fairy.

At first the very simplest fairy tales were told and then enagted
by the children. Then came more difficult ones until at the end of the
summer one-act plays such as "Six Who Passed While the Lentil s Boiled,"
and "Sir Iavid Wears a Crown" were being.given by the children.

These plays proved to be so popular that the children taxed the
imagination of the instructor for more adventures of "Sir Davy's Little-
Boy" and his friends, Finally one boy, older than the rest, volunteered
to tell what he thought might have happened to Sir Davy. From that time
on not another story could be told unless Sir Davy was the hero. Paper
crowns were made to grace the heads of the King and Queen, paper chains
to bind -the priscners, and coats that were rggged and torn were used for
ermine and satin capes to cover up tattered dresse# that became the
costliest of gowns, Many times the children became so engrossed in play-
ing the new game of "Davy", as they called it, that even their daily
showers were forgotten and not until they received the assurance that they



WIS

Playground Report .

would hear more on the following Wednesday, would they leave the roof garden.
The number of boys in the group far out-numbered the girle and that of the
Italians overreached that of any other nationality.

cost some shovels, spades, buckets, boxes etc. were appropriated and great
was the joy manifested in molding cakes, measuring flour, sugar and other
groceriesg as the imagination of the child might demand. As many as 25 or

30 children would at times be playing in one sand box. Some of the more
reticent children who did not seem to know How to play with others, very
quietly joined in playing house and grocer when they saw the "teacher" play-
ing and finally became interested in playing othet games. One little girl,
Theresa, who was 1l years of age, seemed very backward and unwilling to play
with anyone except her brother. The sand box seemed first to attract her
attention. After becoming acquainted in this way, it was suggested that she
go into the Industrial Arts group, which she did. Gradually she was drawn
into circle games and later became interested in such games as Punch Ball
. where she was forced to act upon her own resources and yet be a part of a f
) group. It might be of interest to mote here that a number of Personality |,
t cases were sent by the Psychological Clinic fo the playground during the
year. Among these were several little boys who had never learned to play
with other children and who had proved problematic in their own homes and
at school. The sand box offers an excellent opportunity for becoming ac-
gquainted with children in an intimate way. Nothing creates confidence
quicker than for the instructor to play "sister," "Mother", "Grocer", "Baker",
etc. with spall children. '

V/ The sand pile occupied the tiny tots most of the time. At a small

Among the girls from ten years up, much enthusiasm was abroad for
games in Punch ball, End ball, Volley ball, etc. Owing to the fact that
many of the girls are employed and others needed in the homes, regular teams
were difficult to organize. The inter-park games, the track meet and
efficiency contests called for much grit and determination on the part of
the girls, for the participants were almost entirely new material this year.
Despite the fact that the teams did not win many games, the girls received
the same benefits of joy and the zest of true sportsmanship which promises
to reveal itself in future activities.

Another new interest for the girls this season was Scouting. At
present,. there are 10 girls who have passed their Tenderfoot test and
secured their suits and pins. For some this demands a great déal of effort
which was not lacking., One 1little Italian girl became so interested in
passing her test by a certain date in order that she might go to camp, that
she found herself singing the Star Spengled Banner in her sleesp. Only six
of the girls were able to attend the Scout Camp at Harrods Creek, but the
patrol made an «2xcellent reputation by producing the star runner and the
honor girl of camp. Several hikes and outings were taken by the Scouts and
the interest is rapidly increasing as plans for winter activities develop.

Friday nights are crowning nights of the week on the playground.
During the early part of the evening, special interest is aroused in group
games. After an hour of hard play a picture show is provided.and adults
and children rush eagerly for a seat as soon as the curtain is brought from
the gymnasium. We are indebted to Mr. Cook of the Rex Theater for the films
which have been shown this season.

!

)
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The instructors feel that the case of -Birdie Mag is one of the most, p
constructive acconplishments of the season. "She was afflicted with spimal
meningitis while only a baby and her mind was affected. Mentally she is still
a baby while physically she is a well developed child of six years old. She
has been raised more like a littie aninal because of her inability to reason
and play with her brothers and sisters, being kept tied by a rope to keep out
of her mother's way; or in a large box that she could not climb out of, With
the opening of the playground this summer, the workers thought that she could
be benifited by being allowsd to rur and play in the yard, thus getting -
plenty of good wholesome exercise in the sunshine and frech air. However,
there were many difficulties to be overcome that had not been foreseen.
Birdie Mae was not used to strange children and she would bite and spit upon
them of throw dirt and other missles. Also she had no semse of darger and
would run in front of swinging children, fall off the sliding boaré and have
many other mishaps. It was rather discouraging at first, and it took all of
the attention of one worker to look after her.

One would hardly recognize her now as the same child of three
months ago, as she rune about the yard playing contentedly with a few simple
playthings. Every bright object attracts her attention and she makes wonder-
ful collections of coca cola bottle caps, bits of brdght colored paper,
pebbles, orange peeling, etc. The other children of the yard have become
interei;ted in her and it is no uncommon scene to see several of the larger
boys and girls grouped around her trying to teach her to talk, and she
readily responds and tries to say the things they tell her to say. The
benefit of the playground to this little gir) cannot/Bstimated, while she
has also presented an interest to the other children in the yavd and they
take pleasure in watching over her and bringing the workers to her help when
she needs it. Moreover, the mother has had joy brought to her life that she
never sxpected. She came to the office one day with tears of gladmess on her
cheeks,and expressed her deep gratitude for she said she knew "Neighborhood"

had done it.

-Thus the instructors feel that on the whole the 1923 playground
season has been a profitable one to both children and instructors. However,
experience often shows us where we might improve and so it is that we feel
that one big problem of discipline might be solved by securing apparatus
which would afford legitimate climbing., Also if more attention could be
given to organized outinge for smll boys from 8-12 years of age to meet the
meeds of the gang, further delinquency might be prevenied. This might be
done by getting some organized men'’s group to assume that responsibility
under the direction of Neighborhood House.
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This resume made at the request of the Executive Committee of
the Recreation Counoil and given to Mr, E. S. Tachau for his
interview with Mr. Colvin soncerning the conti.ntuince of the
Group Work Courses at the U, of L. s

June 2, 1687,

RESUME OF CONNECTION BETWEEN THE
UNIVERSITY OF IOUISVILLE AND THE LOUISVILLE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK.

The HISTORY OF THE S3(CHOOIL contains & statement regarding the
very beginning of training for Soeial Work in 1918 and the early
connection with the University of Louisville. This statement
tells about the coming of Dr. Ware to the University and of the
finaneial arrangement made with the University, that of paying him
$1000. 4in 1919-20 toward his salary.

The earliest correspondence with the University which I ean
find 1s a letter written to Dr, Patterson on February 5, 1919 by
Mr, Street, Director of the Welfare lLeagus. In this letter Mr.
Street urges the University to establish & School of Soeial Work,
:tat:lng that the Welfare League would be willing to help finance

t.

Dr. Patterson, in a letter of February 6, 1919, in reply te
Mr, Street's letter, stated that he was willing to recommend to the
University Trustees that a Profesasor of Applied Soclology be appointe
ed 1f the Velfare League would help finanece this department.

Po'lowing that there were several letters referring to this
matter. On April 10, 1919, Mr. Street wrote Mr. Ford, stating that
the Welfare League had appropriated $1000. for the school year 1919~
20 toward the establishment of courses in Applied Soeclclogy.

On April 16, 1919, Mr. Ford replied with a letter in which he
stated that the Board of Trustees authorized the establishment of
a Department of Applied Sociology. Mr, Ford stated he hoped "this

Depertment would grow inte something of sreat practical value To
the Conmuniby.’ ﬁ&' Ford stated the detalls ol The courses would

Te worked out with Dr. Patterson. This is the first letter showing
the endorsement of the Board of Trustees.

There is some correspondence then with Dr. Ware indusing him
to comé to the University.

Then cames quite a bit of correspondence between Mr. Street
and Mr. Ford in regerd to the $1l000. subscribed for the University.

The next correspondence we have 1s a lestter from Miss Cellier,
Treasurer of the University, on Merch 3, 1921, asking for one-half
of the amount to be contributed toward Dr. Ware's salary. The
Chest Director replied that ths Welfare lLeague did not plan to cone
tinue contributing a sum to the University and that it did so only
for the academls year 1919020/ Then followed a letter on March 14,
1921, from Mr., Ford, in which he stated he understood the Welfare
League plennsd to continue this cooperation. He stated he feared
the University could not contime the So¢lology Department without
help from the Welfare Lesgue. There is no further correspondence
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regarding this matter. ({The Sociolegy Department was continued.)

Reorganization of School:

The next letter I discovered was wvritten on August 2, 1922,

Y Dr. Ware to Dean Patterson, in which he spoke of the reorganicae
tion of the Schoel of Social Work. Dr. Ware urges the re-organizae
tion of the School mmd urges that the University permit the fees te
be retained by the School to pay part of the directerts salary.
There is no reply to this letter in the files. -

The next letter is from Dr. Patterson te Mr, Liggett, Director
of the Community Chest, dated August 15, 1922, in whieh he expresses
;:‘1;0 desire to discuss the re-organigzation of the School with Mr.

ggett.

The next letters were written by Mr. ILiggett t¢ Dr. Pattersoen,
on September 15 and 22, 1922, in which he outlined the plan for the
School. On September 15, 1922, Dr. Patterson answered Mr. Liggettls
lotter. In this letter he talks sbout the arrangement for fee and
suggeste that Dr. Ware be mede Advisory Diresctor and suggests a name
for the school. In this letter Dr.« Patterson promises to submit to
the Board of Trustees the recommendation that the term of organiza~
tion be approved. This ia the last letter vhich we have in the files
from Dr, Patterson, (We know, howsver, that the school was re-
organized and affiliated with the University.)

Although I discovered no further correspondence wntil 1925, I
discovered in the Minutes of the Advisory Board of the School, at
a meeting held November 14, 1922, a report of the meeting with Er.
Pord in regard to the establishment of 2 Department of Occupational
Therapy. In the December 11, 1922 Minutes, Miss Warren reported
that Mr. Ford was willing for the Schoel to undertake the Occupa-
tional Therapy work as a department of the School, (See Minutes
for detail.)

School and University Policles:

In the Minute book I have found the following policies of the
School of Sogial Work relative te the University. (this statement
was not dated.)

1, BStudents registered in the School of Soeial Work may
take kindred courses in the University of loulsville
without pasyment of University fees.

2. Juniors and Senliors registered in the University of
Iouisville may take as many courses in the School of
Social Work as the Direcstor of the Department in which
they are apecializing in the University end the School
APProve.

3. Any person registered for one~ 1 houw sourse will nod
be registered at the University and will, sonsequently,
be exempt from the $2.00 registration fee.
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4., Coloered students are permitted to the extension sourses
but are not permitted to the regular courses and, conse-
quently, =re not registered st the University.

In the Minutes of October 12, 1924, the question of a certi-
ficate to special students, thet is, to those who did not have & high
school diploma, was discussed. Dean Anderson stated that these
students could be given a statement from the School but sould not
reoceive a University certificate. Certificates were granted by
the University to all students meeting University entrance require-
ments who completed the one year course ab the Sshool.

On February 26, 1925, the Advisory Committee of the School
met and diacussed the discontimuance of the Sshool. It was felt that
the School wns en expensive luxury to the community and 4f there were
not & sufficlent number of students enrolled in the fall that the
Sshool be discontinued.

. On March 6, 1925, the Executive Jommittee of the Sshool met
and at this meefing the question was ralsed whether the Sshool of
Social Work should be dissmtinued when 1t had somparatively few
students and when money was needed for other agenoles. Dr, Ware
felt that the School should contimue if the classes Were beld

E. Deam Anderson asked that th 6 be brought up ror
Turther consideration. Both he amd Dr. Ware felt the University
wag in no position to take on extra finangial burdens and that the
School should be built up end then approashes made to the Univere
sity., It was decided that the School operate another year if
enough students registered in the fall.

At 2 meeting on November 28, 1926, Miss Brandeis read commmn~
ications from the Board of Workers, the Advisory Committes of the
Sshool and the Reoreation Council, endersing the plans of having the
courses now given at the School to be given at the University in
1926~ 8T and the Executive Secretary of the Case work Council and
Executive Seoretary of the Recreation Couneil be employed, who would
for the first year especlally, give most of their time to the teach-
ing of these courses. It was reported at this meeting that Dean
Anderson end Dr, Ware géreed to _recommend te University Council

2 o

that the University in I1ts Department of Soclology es8sume responsie
: y with the excéption of tho I3 , or_tie eour

; ' ; 4
868 in Soelal VWork wiioh he expenses
were to be pald by the Uomrminl 6y 8%,

Sehool taken over by University:

“One other letter I found referring to the taking over of the
School of Social Work by the University was ons written November
16, 1925, by Dean Anderson to Miss Brisley, in which he atated that
the plans sulmitted for the ocourses in the Soclology Depariment
were spproved by the (hangellor and that he, Dr. Pattersen, was transe
mitting the formal recommendation to the Board of Trustees that the
plms be approved. Dean Anderson also stated "I think 4t will be
not only a good thing for the School of Social Work but an exsellent
addition to the courses offered in the University of Ioulsville,
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Important:

We have letters from Dr. Patterson te the Trustees« from the
Trustees to him, approving the plan~ letter was dated February, 1026.

January 11, 1926, ab a meeting of the Executive Conmittee of
the School, Deen Anderson asked thet catalogus material be sube
mitted by ﬁe’bmary 1. The gourses at the Univeraity had been def~
initely srranged for and at this meeting the question of publicity
for the gourses, hours, catalogue mabterisl, etec.,, was taken up.
Then there was & meeting of the &dvisar{ Committee on May 15, 1926,
at which time publicity for the University courses was disoussed.

The last record we have is that of the lant meeting of the
Board of Directors of the Sehool, held June 3, 1926, at which time
Miss Brisley reported that the University had accepted the courses.
At this meeting Dean Anderaon asked Hiss Levin to be responsible
for ths detslls inecildent ® the courses at the University.

There 1s, you will notlce, no written statement regarding ths

future of the Social Service courses at the Universlty in so far as
the finseneial end &s concernsd.

In the fall of 1926, the coursew which had formerly been

‘given at the School of Social Work were given at the versity

of Louisville, Definite arrangements with the University had been
completed in November 1926, In Pebruary 1926, satalogue materisal
was sent to the University and the other plans were definitely
outlined dmring the spring of 1926.

The following statistics will show the number of students
who have taken the goursez in both departments of the Schoel,
frou the inception, Jamuary, 1925 until its closing, June, 1926,

STATISTIOB
Case Work Resreation
; , No.students 3 Yo,.astudents
Jan. to Jume 1923 T "

Sapt.lﬂﬂsﬁanne 1924 17 csevssnoerveviscronrcosnsensvsave 47
Sept «1924~June 1985 BB woessscerssrvsissvencsssrvecrsss S8
3apt,1928¢3nna 1928 18 sesssssenesvasasersevrsvinanyal 20

Case Work Department Oradustes 19835 to 1986 - 8
Resreation Department Graduates 1923 to 1926 - 17
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During the scheel year of 1926« 827, there have been twenty
students in the Grow Work coursea, that is Theory of Play and
Comrunity and Group Organization eourses; Twenty-one students in
the Contemporary Soslsl Work course; eight students in the $hild
VWelfare coursej hteen students in the Mental Hyglene sourss,
making & total of sixty-seven. BScme of these were the same students
and I do not, however, know how many repetitions there are in this

Eroup «

Pive of the twenty students whoe took the Group Work sourses
this year had planned to continue thelr training, wishing te
specialize in this field of Soclal Service work, I have deemn told
there arc a mmber of other students vho had planned to take these
courses in 1927-28, but X have no record of samé as students do
not register in advance.

The majority of the students in the Case Work Depertment were
those already in the professional field, most of them had not had
training and some of them had training which they wished supplemented
by courses in the School. The following positions were obtained
in this departments

1= Worker in the Children's Buresu.
1= Worker in the Social Service Exchange.
3= Workers in the Famlly Service Orgamization
1~ Voriter in ths (hildren's Frotective Asscolation.
1~ Worker 4in thes Social Service Department of
the Ioulsville & Jefferson Qounty Children Home.

Of the 106 students who took work in the Hecoreaticn Department
in the three years it was a part of the School of Scoial Work, that
is, from September 19235 to June 1928, 17 were gradusted upon gome
pletion of the full one yearfs course, many of those were University,
Bormel and Seminary studentsy salso, staff workers in socisl agencies
end teachers who took & number of the courses bubt not a sufficient
number to receive a certificate of the Sehoel. During this pas$
year five students have eompleted the training in the resrestion
courses . :

POSITIONS- Reoreation Dapartments

The Department filled meny positions in these four years in
which the training hag been given and graduates who wished positions
were satisfactorily placed,  Positions filled by former students of
the Recreation Department of the Schoel and by those vho have had
tmﬁing uj-.is year are as follows: {Mamy of these are part tims
pos onie
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¥elghberhood House sesnsesnnes2éd mrker-
Ninth & Hi1l SettlemeonCessesssse
Weale‘yﬁtmlo ¥BossREEIERIIRESTRY
First Christisn (hurech

Social Center CABELIEEE AN L ES
Home of Innocentsd ssesesessnses
Kosair Crippled Ohildren's Home.
Iouisville & Jefferson Co.

Children's HOmE eccssossenss
Y. W. 0. A, Besensseansiero
Y. ¥. H. A. goseEResrNsEREE OO
me&lbﬂ of Columbus IR
St.Helent!s Qooperative Qlud ....
Lou.Girlts High School seeevesse
Montgomery Sohool seiaeeversanes
Prentice Schoel s scssstrn s
Board of Perk Commissioners ....3
Phyllis Wheatley Y W.C.A. eses
Presbytorism (olored Mission ...
Plymouth Settlement sebssevenee
Conference for Colored Women

at Iincoln Institute .eeceees
Louisville Fres'h ASyr Homé eases
Portland Health & Play (Center ..
Dancing teachers Gesssvsrrens
@Girl Soout Athletie Director ..
Daily Vaecation Bible Sghool .o
Grace English Lutheran Chursh ..

n
]
n

I 22
-

AEipd S 4 A 0K UM DO

2T II IR

a=

O b ot o 23 CA ot b g b
=2

Out of town Positions filleds

Speed QCommunity Center,Speed, Ind. sceeee 2 worlcers
Oreenwich Settlement, New York Citycesees 1
Council of Jewish Women Community Center
New York City CsesseRsEiIRL I IO O R
J. B, Friednan Settlement, Paducah, Ky...
Physical Directer in Publie Schools,
mo:!.d Pa. . ssERREPRNGREEIROIYRETSS
Camp Mary Woo Korth Caroling cessvesose
Camp Lske Junaluska, North Cerolins cee«.
%mtauqua BERPIIBIESENIOPNIIBONTERSE QBB R

n

32 I3

AR g

In addition 18 teachers employed in the Louisville School
Syastem, 11 teachers employed in the Jounty Schools and 8 teachers
employed in the Qolored Schools of Louisville have taken training
in the Resreation Department.
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Cost to Communlty for Training ef Scelal Werkers.

Yoar

1920

1921
1922
1923
1924
1928
1926

192%

Receipts from Ceommunity Chest.

Receipts from Tuition

$1,000.00 (Welfare League contributed this toward

(I EE R RS LKR ]

630.19
3,741.01
7,108/00
6,548.99

Dr, Ware's salary)

4,927.00 (this ineludes one-

galr z{ Recreguign
ouncil Budget plus
8chool Budget)

1,419.63 (half of Reoreation

§ 25,500,828

7,179 .69

$ 58,549.51

Counsil Budget until
My,l.)

¢SS ER S

LA BRI NN N ]

2’9060“
1,660,953
454 .69 (this
includes tuitiomn
from Jan. to June
onl'y’.)

LA R E R BN N

9, IT9.8Y

Total Receipts froem Commnity Chest

and Tulblon.

Ida Levin, Executive Secty.
Reoreation Counsil.
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RECIEATION MOVEMENT IN LOUISVILLE
BACKG ROUND and TRENDS

PART 1
BACKG ROUND=

ELIZABETH WILSON=



Py (-T-8 =9 ~1 0= RECREATION MOVIMENT IN LOUISVILLE
BACKGROUND AND TRENDS--

Karl De Schwinltz of Philadelphia says, "I belleve
that recreation 1s fundamental to the art of living., There
can be neither happiness nor good ocitizenship without 1t."1

It has been thirty-three years since the play move-
ment was first started in Louisville. The few small volces
that piped the ¢ry thet "London Bridge" was falling down
have increaged in volume throughout the years until they
ars now & paen of praise 1lifted to the skies., From its
earliest beginning there has been a steady ineresse in the

| interest in, end the understanding of the fundamentals of
play as an educational force, It 1a & long step from the
time when playgrounds and centers were organized to "keep
the children off the streets” or "to amuse them"«-to the
present itime when they are operated as educational insti-
\ tutions making for hesaltihy, éaclally minded individuals
| ®ho have learned democratic coltizenship through co-oper
atlon and team work in their play, and through the develop-
ment of soclal consclousness through directed group life
in their clubs, Little did that small group of "City

mothers" who gathered in "Mrs. Trabue's parlour® 2
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Cities~-Bulletin 910--Published by Net. Playground Rec-

1 Why Recreation is 3£ Vital Importance in American

reation Assoclation of America
2 Excerpt from paper resd by Miss Frances Ingram st
Woman's Club-~1924,



realize that their organization of "The Reorestion Lesgue"”

would in thirty some odd years time grow intc & munleipally
controlled orgsnization serving thousands of people, young

and old with the means of healthful recrestion,

Thers are today eighteen playgrounds; seven community
ocenterg; twenty-two private recreatlonal agencles; and three
street play areas, which are doing a splendid plece of rec-
reational and educational work, giving‘an opportunity for
the expression of legitimate interests and desires and of«
fering sn outlet for the soclal impulses of youth. These
impulses; 1f inhibited, cause complications or, if ungulded,
tend to delinquency and other forms of anti-gocial hehavior.
A Chicago judge says,--"Statistics mean nothing to me, for
usually they are undepsndable, but these are gstatlstlcs that
are sbsolutely irrefutable. It has been found in Chicago in
svery cagse where s study has been made that juvenile crime has
increased as the distance from the playground increased,."d
| The recreation movement in Loulsville has grown from
a very small beginning of privately owned and voluntarily
superviged play aspaces to & Department of Hecreatione-a
year round, trained paid supervisor under a municipal De-
partment of Public Welfare. However this could not have
been done had not the foundation been strong and carefully
planned by that small, but ever increasing band of far-

3. See sppena d liat,
. 4. Reasong for Rerrestione-Playground Recreation
Agsoclation of America~-Buliletlin

‘2’



#ighted individuals who first formed the "Recreation League”
back in 1898,

It 13 extremely difficult to set a definite date us
the beginning of the play movement in America, There seems.
%o have been soms discuss on as to the earliest beginnings,
8ome authorities would take us back to the time when the
New England commons were used by boys for their games, when
the grownds were not otherwise used for the training of the
militia, 8St11l other authorities strive to place the be-
ginning at 1831 when the Latin School of S8alem, Massachusetts
tried an experiment of having physical education out of doors.
Harvard, Yale, Willisms, Brown, and Amherst Colleges estabe
1ished out door gymnasiume sbout thls time, but none of
these attempts lasted any length of time, and did not
influence public opinion to any degree. sbout 1866, the
First Church of Boston started a vacation school in which
carpentry, singing, and nature study were taught.

The first instance of funds being votedfby a muni-
cipality for the purchase of land to be used for play
ground purposes was in 1872 at Brookline, Kasaachusetta—«t
but no purchase was made at the time, It was not until
four years later that the first playground equipped with
recreation facilities was opened in Chicego, and wae known
as Waghington Park.

The reel playground movement sas it 13 known today in
Ameries, hed its beginning in 1886 in Boston, The idea was
not original in Americs, but was borrowed bodily from Ger-

many, A traveller to that country waz so impressed by the

uS-



sight of ohildren playing sea-shore gamens in sendeplles in
public parks, that the idea was carried back Lo Americs.

A letter by Dr.Marie Zakrzewsks to the Masdsohusetts Emer~
gonoy snd Hyglene Assoclation bore fruit by having several
interested women place three sand-piles in the yards of the
Children's Migeion in Boston, Other oities followed the
lead of Bostone-guick $0 realize that these "send zardens”
allevisted to some degree the problems of play aotivities
of ohildren in congested dlstriocts.

: ! lQOB’the slayground and Recreatlon Assoolation
was formed by a group of interested men apnd women-eleaders
in the field of play, recroation, heslth, snd soclal work.
This orgsnization helped to unify the playground movement,
As a part of its servios, its fleld agonis wsnt from place
to place putiing on publicity campeigns, helping with legis-
lation, and piving practical aid in helping esch ocity
launch ite {ndividuel moverent.

Up unti about 191U thene had not been much attention
paid to the suparvision of the playgrounds, but during that
year and the succesding onose~treined leadership for plesy
arsss was osonsidered most serlcuslys A playground in it
self is of no valus unlas: supervised by trained leadérs.
Behools for the training of specisl lesders have since
been eatablished and msny universities ere inetituting
eourses in the fleld of recrestion,

It might be sppropos to guote hers from G, B,
Aminwater's bock, "The Play Uovement in The United States"
{Pape 1923)

“The transition of the play movement are ning in
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number, as follows:

le from provision for little children to that for
all ages of peoplej

2. . from facilities operated during the summer
only, to those maintsined throughout the year;

3¢« from outdoor equipment snd activities only,
to both outdoor and indoor facilities and events;

4. from congested urban districts tc both urban
and rural communities;

5+ from philanthrople to community support and
control;

6+ from free play and miscellaneous events to di-
rected play with organized activities and correlated
schedules;

7. from a simple t¢ a complex field of activities
including manual, physical, sesthetis, gocial and civic
projects; |

8. from the provision of facilities to the defi-
nition of standards for the use of leisure time;

9. from individual interesta to group and community
activities,”

To come now from the general movement in the United
States, to the more specific--that of louisville. The move~
ment in Louisville closely paralleled that of the nstional
movement 1In that it had 1ts beginning on property owned
privately and later was taken over by municipsl Interests,
The recreation movement received its impetus locally from

the small group who in 1898 "met in Mrs, Trabue's parlour"
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to discuss the recreation need of Louisville. This was the
very first meeting to discuss publie recreation--the Resre-
ation League of Loulsville resulted. Among thome present be~
sides Mrs. B, 8., Trabue were Mra, John Little, Mlss Patty
Hil1l, and Miss Frances Ingram, ¥Nrs. Llitle, who as MNiss
Eleanor Tarrent, was Head Resident of Neighborhood House,
Louisville's ploneer Settlement House, and who had demon-
strated on her small playground the need of play spaces in
congested digtricts, did much to foster the present playground
systom. Migs Patiy Hill, now of Columbia University, 1s noted
throughout the world for her kindergarten training, and lMias
Frances Ingram, the present Head Resident of Neighborhood
House has stood always for trained leadership, How strong a
foundation was bullt by those ploneers c¢sn only be estimated
by the fact that ths present system serving thousands, owes
its beginning to their keen foresight and their willingness
to stand for the best, and the best only-.not withstending
countless obstacles and smost overwhelming discouragements,
The first playground, under the direction of a trained
instructor, was opened in the summer of 1859, on a vacant lot
on Hain street between Floyd and Brook astreeta. In the fol-
lowing summer two sdaltional playgrounds were opened in the
public school yards at Floyd and Chesgtnut streets, and Market
and Wenzel streets. A Mr, J. B, Downey of Msssschusctts was
employsed to supervise these three playgrounds. In the fol-
lowing December (1000) ths Recreation ILeague was organized,
and at its suggestion and request, the Board of Park Commis«
gloners installed some egquipment for play in Triangle Park,

Bogne Sguare, and Dupont Square (which was held by lease)
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and Baxter Square; and in eaéh of these playgrounds an instruc-
tor was placed at the expense of the Board of Park Commission-
ers, Thereupon, the Resreation league employed Mr, Arthur le.
land of Massachusetts, who had had special training for this
work, and put him in charge of thls group of playgrounds.

In 1901 six playgrownds were maintalined, four in the
eity's parks, and two outside, In 1902, seven playgrounds
were maintained; four in the parks, and threé outslide.

In this manner the work progressed from year to year
until 1909, when twelve playgrounds were maintained, six of
which were on property owned by the Fark Board and six on
property lent to t he Recreation League for that purpose,
During that season, Mr, Austin G, Johnson was in charge of
the entire system, and had under him twenty-three instructors.
The Park Board appropriated $1,500,00 for the season to cover
the salaries of the supervigor and those instructors placed
on the playgrounds in the city's perks, The Recreation
League pald the salaries of those instructors placed on
playgrounds outside of the oity's parks, as well as all the
perishable supplies such as balls, bats, etc. where ever used,

- In %g}g: at the request of the lLoulaville Conference of
Soola 1 Workers, Neighborhood House in co-operation with the
Counell of Jewigh Women undertock a survey of the dance hall
situation in Loulsvilie, Throﬁgh'the coungel and aid of the
Playground and Becreation Associati on of America the scope
of this survey was widened to include the whole recreational
field. However, the only permanent results from the survey
were better dance hall regulations.

. 47— During this same year the Educational Committee of the
e



Woman's Club began the study of "The Wider Use of the School
Plant", and in January, 1911 the first school center in Lou-
taville was operated under ths ausplices of the Woman's Club,
y/// From 191i to 1918, community centers were conducted in
a number of schools. This work was financed either by the
Women's Blub, or by local organizations of the community in
which the schools were located. The achools operated as
community centers during some part of this period were the
Broadway, Whittler, waéhington, Portland, Tingley, Duncan, and
Brandels Schools.,

y// The Vice Commission &n its report in 1815 recommended
a year round comprshensive plan of recreation for Louisvills,
The commission congidered wholesome recreation as the moast
fundamental method of preventing the growth of vice--stating
that,

"l. Most young men and women who go wrong do so as a
part of his recrsational life,

"2, Viscious influences on the young are chiefly ex-
erted through companionships formed during recreation,

"3, The ideals of women in the minds of young men
and of men in the minds of girls determine largely whether
these young people live c¢lean or viseiona,liveq,_:ﬂhgap gsex
ideals are largely formed by the companionships of recre-

ation hours."d
The commission went so far as to draw up an act cre-

ating a Recreatlion Commission.
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During this same year, a ﬂg%;;ationtl Agsoclation was formed
with Mr, E, 8, Tachau as president, Quoting from the pecresation
notes made by Mrs, John Iittle, it was decided that:

"A notice be sent tc all past friends of recreation, be-
ginning with the group in "Mra. Trabue's parlour" in 1898, in-
cluding all succeeding groups and subscoribers asking them to
beocome active members of the Recreation Association of Ioulsvile
and advising them of the status of affairs,”

As & consequence, a meeting was held in Mr, Lafon Allen's

1 .
office, Thursday,' February 20, 1915, There were twenty-two

men and women preaent repraééhtiﬁi”iheh groups as the Park Board,
Retall Msrchants Association, ¥, M, C, A,, Y. W, C, A,,
Nelghborhood House, Cauncil of Jewish Women, Consumers league,
Board of Trade, Woman's Club, and interested individuals.

The object of the Recreation Assoclation of Louisgville
was, "to assist in securing a&n adequate opportunity for
wholesome recreation for every man, woman, and ohild in
Louisville,"

At that mesting, Mr, Roland Haynes, of the Playgroﬁnd
and Recreation Agsoclation of America spoke briefly on the

_recreationsl need of louisville. As a regult, in 1916 the

Agsociation brought Mr, L, H, Weir of the Recreation Asso-
clation field staff to make an exhaustive survey of the
leigure time of the people of Louisville, A4s a result of
this very exhaustive and scomprehensive study, & bill was
introduced in the state leglslature to ¢reate a Recreation
Comnission for Loulaville--tut commercial intevests combined
to defeat this bill,

From the fall of 1917, to the summer of 1919, the



Brandeis, Montgomery, Stoddard, Johnston, and Prentice schools,
in addition to gseveral libraries were used ag community cen-
ters by the War Camp Community Service, The Art Committee of
the Women's Club served as the committee in charge of this

works

R ——— In 1922, the Board of Park Commiassioners, realizing that

v

the inatructors needed specisal training in playground tech-
nigque, joined Neighborhood House in sponsoring s one week
Reoreational Institue, during which intensive training was
given to men and women playground instructors,

During the summer of 1923, the Rotary, the Kiwanis, and
the Iions established playgrm nds during the gummer months., The
Rotary Club with 247 membe s equipped two playgrounds at a cost
of $350 each, and expended $125 each for mainte.nance. The
Kiwanis Club with 145 members furnished two supervisars at
$140 a month for the season. The Lions Club, with 90 members
furnid ed a playground st 6th and River at a cost of $3,300,00
maintained 1t at a cost of $500 a year,

Thege c¢clubs performed a great ¢ivic service in promoting
wholesome activities in neglected fields. 'Their misaslon was re-
slized after they started needed work, developed it, and turned
1t over to the ¢ity recreation department,

In December 1923, at a joint meeting of the Kentucky
Child Welfare Commission and the Recreation Committee under
the Welfare League, a state wide Reoreation Commitiee was
formed for the purpose of passing the Home Rule Recreation Act,

The following yaar, 1924, saw snother survey made by the
Playground Recreation Agsociation of America by Hr,

Batohelder. In his survey, Mr. Batchelder Recommended in part:e-

1, TFour additiona) playgrounds
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2, A year round trained superintendent of Recreation
to co-operate with the churches, clubs, and social organizations
in the oity in an effort to develop a plan of community recre-
ation, '

¥ Se that the playgroinds be kept open from May let to
November lat, instead of just during schocl vacation and to have
paid instructors organisze outdoor activities during the rest of
the year;

4. to have four tennis courts constructed

Mr, Batchelder in his report sayge-

‘/' "Approximately 78% of the crimes committed in thls coun-
try are committed by perscns under 21 years of age, end approxe-
imately 90% during leisure time, In the opinion of experts
the main reason for this dreadful condition of juvenile delin-
quency is the lack of proper facilities for recrestion in the
modern clity."

»/// On February aa_lﬁﬁi af'ter much hard work by interested

groups, and individuals the much deairad_ﬁgme Rule Racreation
Act was passed. It was designeted as.--

"An Act to provide for the establighment, conduct and
maintenance of public playgrounds and recreation grounds and
centers in and by cities and counties; snd authorising school
digtricets to join 1In the conduct and operation of such play-
grounds and recreation centers."” (Senate BLll 274)

\ In the spring of 1924, at a meeting of the Louisville

| Conference of Soclel Workers at which time a discusdon ocengared
upon Loulsville's recreational needs, & regolution was pasaed,

\ urging the Mayor tc call a conference, representing the Board

N e
of Education, Board of Park Commissicners, Women's Club ,

elle



Men's Civic Oroups, Settlements and other organizations doing

\ recreational work, and churches, to congider the problem « rece

reation and to make recommendationsg for s eity-uide, yoar round
plan for loulgville,

Mayor Quin asked the President of the Community Cls st to
call a mesting of theae groups. The outcome of this meeting was
the organization of the Recreation Counoil, whode function it
was to act as a "Clesring House and Information Center, amnd in an

sdvigory cepacity tc agencies and to promote interest in an

| organized program of supervised play."

In 1926--a survey of private agencles operating in the
recreation field was made to supplement the 1916 and the 1924
public recreation surveys made by representeatives in order to
show the whole task of all the recrestional bodles in Louls-
ville~~the aim of course~-ag in the former yenrs--was to show the
need of recreation--and for year rownd public recreation.

Untfl 1926, the playgrounds wers operated for a pericd
of ten weeks only--but in 1926 and 1927 they were orersted for
16 weeks.

A tremendous step forward wes taken uwhen the ¢iiy of
Louisville passed the Bond Issue of $1,500,000,00 in the fall
of 3g§zw This meant that for the first time 4t was possible
becsuge of adequate finances, for the Board of Park Commissioners
to opsrate playgrounds snd community centers the year rounde-

And so the struggles of that first small group of wemen
bore frult in this bond lesue, some of those first members wers
asctive at the polls in 1927 when the lssue was up for the votersge-
and what gratification and reward was thelrs in knowing that a

difficult task had been well done,
«18w



Sources of Information

¢ ~Minute Books of Recreation Assoclatlon
Surveys of 1911, 1916, 1924, 1926
Reoreation Notes and Files (Miss Ingram)
Recroation Council Files
Telks with Miss Ingram
Board of Park Commisseloners Reports



1.
e
e
4.
Be
6.
7.
8.
B
10,
11,
12.
13,
14,
15.

16.

Bublio Playgrounds
Shawnee Playground
Ellictt Square

Portland Playground
Boone Bgquare

Victory Playground
Algonquin Playground
Downtown Playground
Shelby Perk Playground
Central Park Plsyground
Southern Playground
Triengle Park Playground
Highland Park Playgrownd
Neighboohood House Playground
Thurston Plsyground
Tyler Park Playground

_CGrescent Hill Playground

Colored Playgrounda,

17,
18,
18.

1.
2,
Se

Sheppard Playground
Baxter Playground
Ballard Pleyground
Chickasaw Park Playground
(Greenwood Ave & Wegtern Parkway
Athletic contests, tennis, etc,.
Street Play Areas
Hale Avenue, between 34th and 35th Sts.(colored)
Bland and Meriweather Streets (colored)
Shelby and #ashington Streets



1,
2.
3
'™
B

Te

10.
11.
12,
13.
14.
15.
18,
17,
i8.
19.
20,
21,

Public Community Centers
Western Junior High Scheol

Southern Junlor High School
Central Colored High School
Thurgton Center

Bhawnee Junior High School
Highland Park

Madison High (Junior) (Colored)
Private Recreation Agsnoies
Baptist Good Will Center

Booker T. Washington Center  (colored)
Calvary Point Community Center

Bast End Baptlsy Settlement (colored)
James P, Boyoce Center

Knights of Columbus

Louisville Turner's Assosiation
Neighborhood House

Cabbage Patch Bett lement

Plymouth Settlement (colored)
Presbyterisn Colored Mission

Rose Hudson Community Center

Sunshine Scclal Center (eolored)

Wealey Community House

Young Men's Hebrew Asscciation

Young Men's Christian Asscclation

Y. ¥, G, A, (aolor;d)

Mackin Counell, ¥, M, I,

Rock Council, ¥, M, I.

Trinity Council, Y. M. I.

Young Women's Christian Assoeiation
dg-



24, Phyllie Wheatley Brench, Y, W, C, A,

Colored White
8treet Play 2 1
Public Comm, Centersa 2 5
Private Roc, Ageneies 7 15
Public Playgrowmnds 3 18
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Recreation Movement

In
louisville

Background and Trends

Outline
Introduction

1. Plade of Reoreation in the Community

2. The earliest facta,

3+ The present facts.

History

a, History of the genersl movement,
b. BHistory of the local movement,.

1. Beginning
a., Recreation league--1898

2. Firet playgrounds-=-,

3. 1911-1915«-Community Centers conducted
by Women's Club

4, 1911--8urvey made by National Playground
Recreation Asgsoclation

B+ 1915«-Vice Report--and formation of
Recreation Association

6. 1916~-Survey

s 1916~«Attempt to pass Reoreation Act,

B. 1917-1919-~Demonatrations made by War
Camp Community Service

9 1922-~-Institute for tralned leadersghipe--,

10. 1923«-Rotary, Lions, and Kiwanis Clubs
egtablighment of Playgrounds.

ll. 1924--Rscreation survey



12, 1934--Home Rule Reoreation Act pagsed

13. 1924~-Plan formulated by Loulsville
Conference of Sociasl Workeras for year
round plan for Louisville,

14, 1927--Passage of $1,500,000.
Bond issue for year rownd

recreation.

III Year Round Public Recreation

1, Organization

2.  Administration

Se Department of Public Welfare

a. Reoreation Divialon
1. det up
_ 2, Program

Iv Interpretation and Forecast

1, Future needa,
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Thﬁfi have besn many theories advanced about
leisure, play;and recreation.
Rainwater gives us the following:

"Play is a mode of behavior, either in-
dividual or collective, involving
pleasurdablecaztivitysof ‘anyikind not
undertaken for the sake of reward
beyond itself and performed during any
age period of the individusl, the par-
ticolar action being determined at a
glven tims by the somatlc structure
and social attitudes of the agent in
conjunction with the life of the group
or groupg of which he is a member.m

“play is not a given type of aetivity,
such as,'sports,' 'games,! 'recrea<::
tions,' or 'relaxations'; nor is it the
*motor habits and spirits of the past
of the race' peraisting in the present!’
(Hall), although it frequently does
exercise 'those nerve centers that sare
old in the race' (Patrick). It does
not consume merely the ‘surplus energy’
of the individual by 'Superfluous and
nseless exercises of faculties that have
been quisscent' for a time (Spencer} but
on the contrary, since 'a person is a
center of conscious impulses which
realize themselves in full only in
realizing a society' (Small), it fre-
quently happens that 'all energy is
expended in play' (Patrick) in response
to group stimulation..sss It does not
simply t'prepare for the necessary -
duties of mature life' (Groos), for it
is common to maturity as well as jmma-
turity, iavolving 'those activities
which are not consclously performed for
the sake of any reward beyond themselves!'
(Dewey) during any age period of personal
experience and 1n any portion of a given
day, in working hours as well as in
leisure time, since 'play is an attitude
of mind' (Dewey) that anyone may attain
in any situation *in which interest is
self-developing' (Patrick). It is

1. Ralnwater, Clarence, The Play Movement in the United
States, University of Chicago Press, 1922, p. 8.




pleasurable, relatively spontaneous, a
motive force which finds expression in
grt and in certaln types of work, as in
the 'instinct of workmanship,' but when
balked mayatake the form of antisocial
bshavior."
veblen in his "Theory of the Lelsure (lass®
gsays that leisure does not mean indolence or guiescence.
It connotes non-productive consumption of time from a
sense of the unworthiness of productive work and as an
evidence that the individual is wealthy enough not to
work and thus can afford a life of jdleness. However,
Vaeblen d1d not attempt to extend his theories beyond

the given group, or in his own words, "the leisure class.”

2. _Ralnwater, Clarence, op. cit., pp. 6-7
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JPUBLIC RECREATION

Karl DeSchwinitz has said, "I believe that
recreation is fundamental to the art of living. There
can be neither happlness nor good citizenship without
it Then in the same vein, Jerome Davis has added,
"Recreation is one of the most fundamental instinctive
urges of mankind,."

Since the beginning there has besn a steady
increase in the interest in, and the understanding of,
the fundamentals of play as an educatlonal force. It
is a long step from the time playgrounds and centers
were organized to "keep the children off the streets,"
or to “"amuse them," to the present day. Now these
playgrounde are operated as educational institutions
making for hesalthy, socially-minded individuals who
are learning democratic citlizenship through coopera-
tion and team work in their leisure time activities,
and throngh the development of social conmsciousness

gained in directed group life of their clubs,
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Coyle, Grace L., "Group Work and Social Changs,"
National Conference of Social Work Proceedings, 1935.

Newstetter, We I., "What is Social Group Work?," RNational
conferance of Social Work Proceedings, 1935.
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the Life of a City,* Tennessee Conference of Social Work,
1935,
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Néighborhood House Playground a.n él‘é:londb 1?" ,&Ws and Girls

General and Local Introduction

A community may conquer the world, but at the same time may
lose its young. The youth is tending to sguander itself and become
engulfed in the maddening desire for luxuries and material gain.
During this period of materialism and disorganization, youth must be
taught the meaning of right living which involves citizenship. The
fundamentals and essentials of citizenship are found in that primary
group - the gang or play groupe. The play group involves leadership,
sportemanship, clean habits, the wiil to win, honesty, and persever-
ance. These vital factors of life and citizenship must be instilled
into our coming generations.

Within our owm neighbvorhood we find that these principles
have been sadly neglected. 4in a close study of the situation we have
come to the conclusion that due to the fact of the mixed races and
enviromment of our immediate neighborhood these ideas of right living
never have been undertaken. Therefore, it is the burpose of the
Ne ighborhcod House and its playground to bring to the youth the proper
standards of life.

Sociologieal insicht of the work carried on by ¥eishborhood House on

its Playground.

The Neighborhood House formally opened its summer activities
under the supervision of the Board of Park Commissioners, on the 20th
of June 1927. The young ones came to play while the elders came to
chat and roam about the Playground. A glance about the yard will
give one a typieal picture of the situation as it exists. Over there
in the sandpile are "teacher" and the "tots" building ministure castles

-~

in the sand. They are real castles to these "tiny" children. In
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their young eyes, they see the fairy princesses and kings and queens.
Over yonder, on the more spacious part of the playground there is a
baseball game in progress ....."Wow - what a sock .... G'wan Johnnie
{Johnnie is an Italian boyJ) +... %00k at that ball sail «..... C'mon
Johnnie .... They've got it « ..e C'mon .... C'mon +eeSlides.Hets out..
He's safe....3hux, couldn't you run any faster.....iou could have been
safe if you wouldhave gone a little faster,...See~now you're out."
dmmedistely fellowing Johnnie's catastrophe up steps Sam, a young
Jewish boy, who is aspiring for the honors of one Babe Ruth. Boy!
What a swing he takes at the ball. Smack. Its the sound of bat
against ball. Once more these boys are in the throes of excitement.
They are urging Sam on. Not alone are they urging Sam to run faster,
tut thruout the entire game the boys urge themselves on to greater
efforts.

We find the same principle in life. The boys are learning
now, the stepping stones %o their futures. The habits formed in
youth are the beaten paths of later life. Just as a person awakens
from his sleep, washed and dresses, in that smme methodieal manner of
which he or she is unaware, so these habits formed in youth will crop
forth in manhood. Therefore, on our playground we encourage the
young boys and girls to play. ZILet them play to their heart's content.
In this way they ecrowd out evil thoughts and ideas with which the
neighborhood is teeming. If, to the contrary, the children have
gathered up odds and ends of evil vices, we try’to offset them by
cleaner thoughts, cleaner habits, and cleaner standards of life. Games,
games, and more games is the solution. They cause the children to
arise to greater achievements, and more womanly and manly ideals.

A young boy in a heated game of baseball cannot have any thoughts that
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conflict with his desire to win the game and to win honestly and
squarely. What could be better than this accomplishmentt% The
boy has taken his first and beginning step in life.

¥isualization of principles of citizenghip and correct living, first

activity of Playzround.

The Neighborhood Playground has visualized the aforesaid
principles, and in its work has endeavored to carry them out. To
do this successfully the workers rmust be of the right caliber. Our
workers during the playground season were leaders among young and
old. Not alone were they leaders, but also friends. Jln this way the
workers could get on the inside of the youngster's mind and work
alongside of the boy or girl. There was Pete Jo, as an example. He
had qualities of endurance, willingness, and honesty. Pete had the
possibilities of a fine athlete. These traits were developed on the
playground. DPete turned out to be a fine athlete. He could play
baseball exceptionally well. He could run fast. He learned further
the science of football. With his interest aroused in athletics Pete
was asked by the instructors if he would like to be a great athlete.
Pete answered, "sure would." There was the starting point. The
workers got him_interested in getting an education. Pete entered one
of the local high schools and will some day be a true type of citizen.

The case just cited is just one example of guite a number of
other boys who went thru the same experiences and experiments.

If one wag to walk thru the corridors of the local high
schools he would be greeted by a great number of the boys and girls of
the Neighborhood House playground who are going further in their pre-

paration for the future.

One can lititle realize the earnest and honest efforts of these
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youngsters of our playgrounds. In spite of their poor or depressing
enviromment on the streets or in their homes they do put forth their
initiative, their imagination, their reasoning and choice in play.
Play is the symbol of manhtéad. It is the entity of citizenship.

Activity is the kevnote of Success.

The Meighborhood House athletic organizations have been
unusually successful this swmer. 4in conjunction with the Board of
Park Commissioners' schedule of work - the Neighborhood House play-
ground was pitted in keen competition against all the parks and play-
grounds of the city. fthere were volley-ball contests, baseball con~
tests, games, track meets, and horse shoe matches. Neighborhood House
came to the front by winning two silver cups and thirteen medals
smybolic of three city championships, namely the Senior Volley Ball,
Junior Volley Ball and the Inter-park Track Meet. Out of five major
eventé, Ne ighborhood House won three. Thus one can see very easily
that the Neighborhood House is upholding its prestige of having leading
competitive teams.

Hot to clutter one's time with a voluminous statement of
the activities on our playground, we will give generality of what
brevails, and what predominates on the Playground.

First, there is the Friday night bPicture show which comes
as the climax of a busy week. By actual count some four or five hundeed
people have visited the playground on a gingle show night. There are
mothers and fathers; big sisters and brothers; babies and "tots";
and evem the people who pass by and peek in thru the fence; allqenjoy
the moving pictures.

During the week nights games are in progress until 8:00 or

8:30 P. M. The purpose is to kecp the children busily engaged in
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spirited play. Such active game as Black Tom, Driving the Pig to

Market, Bull in Pen, and such singing games as Thorn Rosa, and A.

Hunting we will e, keep the children happy and gay. When 8:30

rolls around we have story telling. The children gather around
"teacher® and the nightly story is told. One can hardly realize the
benefit of these story sessions. The story teller draws a certain
response from the child;en. This response mu st be developed to its
fullest extent. It aiéglthe growth of the child 's mental life. It
is interesting to note the responsive and retentive attitude of the
children, a amile on a little tot's face, and the exclamation of
delight fram a thrilled listener. Turning to the older boys and
girls here we find wrinkled brows of those deep in concentration.
At the completion of the story they will exclaim "aw, is that true?®

After the stories have been told it is usually nine o'clock
and time to close the playground. The children leave in twos and in
groups of four or more. It is indeed a study of human nature to read
the expressions on their faces as they go out. Some are going to
pleasant homes and to clean beds; others are going to a crowded room
where the entire family lives; and some are not going home at all.
The gates are closed and the playground is gquiet and vacant until the
next day.

Thus one can easily realize that our playground is the link
between the youth of today and the elders of tomorrow. He who is the

"tiny tot" of our playground today will be the future citizen of our

cormunity.
There were 1444 enrolléd on our playground this year, with

a total attendance of 38,231. One can see at a glance that our tiny
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playground is crowded at all times in oxder to accormodate such large

nunbers +

Conclusion.

The majority of our children do not get the proper develop-

ment at home, <‘Therefore, we have attempted to instill in our boys

and girls a manly and womanly attitude toward life. We must remember

that a community may conquet the world, but at the same time may

lose its young.
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inauguretod in Loulsville, As has been the cuse in other oitles,
the work was first begun under the auspiees of private orgm isations
such ae eottlomonts,

Prom that early beginning, thirty add years ago, thore has
been a steady increase in the interest in and the understanding of,
the fundamontals of play 88 an educationsl foree, Wnetin the early
m.mm-mmnﬂm-uh“bnum
crrih-mouchmwﬁﬂm‘omuﬂunﬂ
institutions, melding for heedthy, social minded individusls who have
learned demoeratic eitisgnchip thru cooperation and team wopk in
their play and thru Soe development of Social conseiousness thru
mmmumu-m.

mmmmnnupudmwtmnn
offering for wholesome recreation, There has been a slow but worth
mmmmummummm
tional work, but in the expansion of facilities and in the gulibwe of

work boing done, . P fzmd»m%@
St o i b i e e -
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tunity for the expression of legitimate interests and desires and
offering an outlet for the socisl impulses of youth, whieh impulses,



Af inhibited, cause complications or, if givea no guidance, tend te
delinguency and other forms of antissocial behavior.

These organigations are all supported thru other channels
then the publie fund, chiefly thru membership foes, church societics
or the Commnity Chest, They ere reaching thousends of childrem,
young people end adulte of the commmnity with a very construotive
progrem of loisure time activities, the year round, Nmy of them are
affillated with the Deily Vecation Bible School movement of Loulse
ville and conduot such schools during the summer monthe. dony of
these organizations have e personsel who have had special treining
for group lesdership.

Boy Soouts
Boy Seoute (Coloréd Division)

girl Scouts

Teighborhood Nouse

Plymouth dpttlement (Por colored)
Presbyberian Colored Miosions(Fer colared)
Yepley Community House

Young Nen's Heltwew Assooiation

Young Vemen's Christiaen Ao® elation

Young “omen's mum uauht‘-, Payliis “heatley




Beargrass Commnity Center
Booker T, "ashingten Community Center (for solored)
Knights of Columbus
Louisville Turners' Asmeiation
Young Men's Christien Assedation
Young Wen's Christian Ascociation (Colared Division)
Young Men's Insti

ats Comet]

Trinity Council

There are 13 ompe condugted during the summer months,

mummm.mignmmmuu
others for adults only, These canps are spensored by the
following organisatisnss

Boy Soouts o America

Boy secuts of America (Colered Division)
Deughters of lsabella

04rl Geouts

Jennie Casseday Reat Cottage
Louisville Fresh Alr Home

Louisville Turners' As® elation
Young Wen's Institute

Young NWen's Christisn Association (2)
Young Nen's Hebrew Aseocelation

Young Tomen's Choristian Asw elation

e et AL S ke
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QHILDREN'S INsTITUTIONS:

Since the spring of 1926, play programs have beon carried
on in & mmber of the orphanages of the ¢ity, This work §8 sponsored
by the Hecreation Oouneil and in 1927 = 2900 children were reached
in )4 orphansges and ehildren's institutiens esch weok in recreations
activities.

REGREATION COUNCILS
mmmﬁ«mmmumm.

mmm-mmm.memm
mon and women wes organiged. This league organized some of the
mwd»uuwuahw.-ﬂmmcm

umtﬂmmumnwnhmmud
mmmummmmo:m-—u.
nnmmdm.uumammvmcw
m«mmnmmu--am-wu-
Loulsville's recreationsl needs, a resalution was passed, urging
umunnaom.muumnﬂtmtun.
Board of Park Commissioners, Women's Clubs, Hen's Civie Groups,
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ations for a city wide, yoar round plan for Louisville,

Mayor Quin seked the President of the Commmity Chest to
eall @ meeting of these groups, The outoome of this meeting wae
the organizetion of the Reereation Council, whose function 1t 1o teo
eact as a Clearing House snd Information Genter for reercational
agencies and te promote interest in en organised progrem of Supere
vised Play.

Since the organisation of the Counedl in Jume 1084, 1%
has been sctively interested in prometing recreational sctivities in
the commmnity; 1t hes made g recreational surveys it conducted
treining courses far volunteer Leadersj it condnots a Volunteer's
Buresu, furnishing Oroup Leadership to the recreatiomal agencies,
ghurches, clubs and ohildven's institutions of the eity;

The Recreation Council heo sooperated with the Board of
Park Commlssioners, through its Supervisors, in ite selection of Playe
ground Instructors end ia ite progrea planning,

The Regreation Council glories in the fact that the work
of the Doard of fark Oewdssionsrs will now be enlarged snd a yoar
round progrem will De insugurated end it will do d 1 in its power to
be of sselstance in this works

DOV GG T

RUBLIC PARES:
The movement for publie periks begen through the Salmegundl
Club, a club made wp of Louisville men, interested in civic welfare.
" Until about 1885, Irequoie Park was the only stretch of
land in loulsville which hed boen purchased for public paris, On
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July 3, 1890 , the Board of Park Jommiseioners was forwed, In
1801, a bond lesue was pessed, suthorid ng this Commiselion to spend
$400,000. Cherokec and Shewnse Parks wore then purchosed,

Zaxdy Histonys
It 1s interesting o note that Loulsville was one of the

plonecer cities in the establishment of playgrounds. In 1000, the
firet playground was operated in tids oity,

The “oman's Club helped Mrs, lary inderson Hill, then
mmawm.uhmmnem 4
Resreation League which raised funds thpn private subsoriptions and i
sponsored four playgrounds, It was thyu the influense of the Hecreas
tion lLesgue that the Dosrd of Farié Oomuisd oners later on took over
the responsibility of purchasiag the playgrounds end appropristing
funds for their maintenance, |

In 1925, the Sterd  ‘ark Cownlssioners, reslising thet
the instructors nesded eseisl training in playground technique,
joined Teighberhasd House in sponsoring & one wosik fecrentionsl Ine
atitute, during which intensive treining wes given to the men and
women playground instructews.

Since that time the majority of the instructors have had
special recreationsl training, many of them being graduates of the 1
Reereation Department of the loulsville iSchool of Socidl Werk and of
the Neereation Courses taught at the University o Loulsville,

-
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In 19000, the ndugetional Committee of the Weman's Club
began the study of "The Wider Use of the Scjjool Plant®™ and in
Jamery 1911, the first school center in Louisville wes operated



under the suspices of the Woman's Club,

" From 1911 to 1018, commnity centers were condusted in a
musber of the schools, This work wes fimanced either by the Weman's
m_.wmmuqcmc—-muu-nm
were located, 7The schools operating as commmity centers during some
‘part of this period were the Brosdway, "hittier, Weshington, Portland,
Pingley, Duncan and Brandeis sehools,

Noot of the mctivities were conducted by volumteers, many
of them being members of the Yomen's and other clubs and Seachere
who were interosted enough to give of the ¥ time and eoffort,

BAR TINE ACTIVIVE S IN THy SCHOGLOS
From the Tall of 1017, to the sumser of 1019, the Brandedis,
Nontgomery, “toddard Johnmston and ‘pentice Sghools, in addition to
soveral of the libraries, were used as commnity centers by the War
Cawp Community service. The irt Comslttoe of the veman's Club
served as the Committee in chapge of thie work,

ERESZWD STATUS:
within the last few yesrs the schools were opened for
Seout meetings and cocanional other meetings but none were eperated

a8 commuhity oconters.

A LA UN PROUILAN 1N PUDLILIG O UOLS
Although the schools have not been open as centers sinee
1919, they have cone a splendid plece of work through their ‘hysical
Ednoation Depertment, The Board of Education has been progressive
\uu-mmtmumwx-mmmm
grem in the schools, Since 1988, it has engaged special teashers for
this work in many of the schools, |

Its now bulldings are being equipped with symnasia which
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will be very helpful in the commnity center plam,

PARCCHIAL SCHOOLS:
The Catholic Board of iducetion has just instituted a

recreational program in its schedls alee,

JIVIC GLUBS:
Tae growth of the public reereationdl fasilitiee can be
largely attributed to the Hem's ond Vomen's Glubs, whieh heve taken
an active part in the Play movement, The Retary, Kiwenis and Liens
Clubs operated or partislly supperted certein pleggrounds until he
Board of Park Commissioners were eble to undeptei® their operation,
The Loulsville Women's City Club has, during the past few
m,“twtmutu-humumuumu
contributed materially toward the swensss of the recent bond issue,
The weman's Olub wes agedn actively interested in prometing
recreational facilities im 198¢, when it was instrumental in securing
funds to assist the Beard of Park Commissioners in the epereation of

the J. Steddard Jomgten Sehool playground,

PRESENT PUBLIC PA LITICEY
There were in 1027 « 22 publiec parks and 17 playgrounds -

3 of which operated swimming pools, 73 playground fnstrustore and
nr-mmwummwm

Until the summer of 19868, the playgrounds were operated
m.mormmmmummxmmmm-

ated for 16 wecks,

FUTURE POSCIBILITIESS
' A tremendous step forwerd was taken when the citizens of

Louteville passed the Bomi Issue of $1,500,000, in the fall of 1927;

-
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This means that for the first time 1t will bo possible, beomuse of
adequate finances, for the Board of Perk Commissioners to operate

play grounds and commmnity centers the year round,
¢
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There were 150 bovs and girls ten vears of axe and
under registered in the Childrsné Game Room which was
open from Novemher 1929 to April 1930, Three volunteers
from the Yolunteeré Bureau of the Recreation Council -
asgisted in the Game Room once a week during these months,
Several others attended until Zmas,

The activities during the week congisted of handicraft
on Monday and Wednesday, story hour and clay modeling on
Tiesday, singing and rames on Thursday, doll andi furniture
day on Friday, puzzles and pames on Saturday, Special
attention was =ziven small, timid children until they found
their place in the group. When a three year old hoy dis-
carded the simple Mother Goose puzzles and asked for the
more complicatad ones it was felt that he had accomplished
sometning.

The gimplest things first were attempted in handicraff
Stress was laid on paper work, the construction of bears,
clowns, soldiers, Sata Claus baxs for the Xmas party, and
Santa Claus and hisg "eight tiny reindeer" which graced the
piano during the Xmas season, In Feburary heart shaned
turtles and other strange animals carrving hearts on their
hacks were nrepared by the seventv-five children who
attended the Valentine party, Their work wes entirely
creative, the children using their own ideas as they did

to a large extent in making Rasier haskets, rahbits, and



egug for the Ragter sale given in April by the handicraft

department, The ever menacing danger for children in
street crogsings found expression in a pastehoard copy
of Firgt and Walnut streets with a vellow street car and
blue and green automohiles lined up hefore the danger
signal, Next vear we hope to continue along this nlan
far the prevention of accidents with an emphasis placed
on the child's own creative abilitv in makingz such models,
Cleanliness and manners were stressed, for as little
Catherine JToseph was overheard telling several of her
rlay-mates: " Agentleman is a man who has polite manners,
doesn't swear, isn't dirty, and when he passes a lady on
the street takes off his hat and bows his head." She had
grasped this ldea of a gentleman although living in an
environment which hreeds anvthing hut gentlemen,
Throughout this program an endeavor was made to

bhring out the finer side of life and wive to the children

a happy wholesome plavtime,
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DELINQUENCY 1n the OPEN COUNTKY.

John ¥. Smitn
Professor of Sogial Science
Berea (Gollepes S .

The open country nas its slume and ite snare of delin-
queney. After many vears of intimate acgquaintance with peoyple of
the conniryside in the Soutnland I a&r convineed tnut tne oasses érﬂ
as a rule. honest, virtuous and upright. Their standards of cori~
duet ar~ usually rigid and their attlitude towards roral questions
oftan arproaches tne Puritaniec. Severe cansure and social ostra-
cism usually await the girl or woman who ccmrits an offense against
the accepted standards of rodesty and virtue. Mucn less gseverity
is ranifested towards ren and boys wno cornit similar offenses.

2ut tnere are neighborhoods nere and tnere where poral
standards are lov and wnere irregular conduet arong votn sexes is
is rerycorron. In some of these rlaces conditions are distressing-
ly bad. I have recently made some studies regarding suen conditions
in a few plagu:-srots in rural Kentueky, and I proo-nt th: find-
ings in tha following paragraphs.

On one cors=ek not far fromw a county seat ;he relations
between the sexes. botn old and young, nave been irresgular for
rore than half & century. Years ago a large landowner rathered
about him many tenant fawilies,--very poor folk who dwelt in very
Foor nouses ,~---and frequently worked nis will witn rmany of tusir
wives and pretiy daughters. A gensration of enlldrsn born ocut of
wedlock was tﬁe regsult., The curs= of illigitimacy thus begun seems
to persist, and,.,according to the testimony of a ran living near
the neipghborhood, "bastard children ar2 as tnick up ther nollers

as rabbits»,
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For many years these people, cut loose sosially from
thelr neighbors, have intorrarried until a very large percentags
ars reduced to mere weaklings., Some aprs uttorly degenerate and
live as dependants on ths county. Thers are soms good people
arong them, but low morals are somrehow bred into the rejority to
such a1 extsnt that it influences all the youth towards imroral
living. A mission cnurch was establiahed nere rany years ago and
: efforts navs: boen rade tc reclaim taem for tne nonorable life,
tut with l1ittle results. The majority are hopelessly degenerate
in bedy, mind, and soul, and any amount of réscue work will be of
1ittle avail. A dootor wne knows the neighborhood well said to
me one® day,"All the money and time spent in trying to nclp those
Peorle out of their rotten way of living is like pouring water on
& duck'a back, You aant do anything fore them because you have no
foundation 0 work on. Thes stook is just petered out, and they
will never be anything :lse than whet they are now".

I ar tnoroughly convinced that tne doetor came very near
the truth.

In another county iz a neiphooryhood four miles frum tne
county seat where oases of d:linquenoy 5a"e occurred during thne
last few years in fully half ta: families., Of twanty-five wom.n
and girls known to be imroral who wers raported to me by & resi-
dernt of tne place sixteen began tne immoral 1life wnen quite younge.
Most of them wers poor working girls, those who "work.d out" for

a living. Tairtesn nad given birth to illigitimate enildren,
signt nad submitted to eriminal ov rations or had sougnt oth.r
means of abortion., Piftsen nad rarried after a snort life of inm-
porality, Seven of them contimued immoral after marriage., Among

those who rarried separations and divorces are by no means unconm~
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In one family six girls were described as "tungas¥, They
wiere vary poor and all “worked out* for a living. One marriad a
"hq?t-lcgger" and sold rmoonshins whisXey when her ausband was
away frow nome. Anotnsr marrisd a worthless fellow under compul-
sicn. Three¢ others ravried men deseriped as worthless, but when
tiuls study wae rade the remaining txo were living a frec 1ife
witn tne wen and boys of tne neigh orhoed,

Ancthaer family consistad of four sisters wnose fathep
and rother were dsad. Taey all *worked out®, aving tne work of
men fovr thelr daily breasd. The eldes'! nas had sevecal 1lligiti-
mats children. Two of the othors have Yusortsd t0 apOrtive meas-
ures. "They live very hard. never go tc churen or Sunday serool,
and receive ren ccnstantly. They Jjust naver had a enance to pe
anybody”.

_ Ancther girl living near these four gave pirth to an 1l=-
lepgitirate enlild without an attending ridwifz, ang when the
ehild wae fTound its head wes alnost sévgrqd feon its body. Tuais
ratter was scmelnha* hushed up in order tc Kkeep it from getting
into th> sourts.

Ancther girl of Lhz nelghborhood, daughter of & very
poor half-blind father, had to work in the fields at home and
"woTk out” for oth=r peorle in crder tc live. Sh¢ went to live
Witn a womsn wno was dying with consurption. The husband of the
woran lersisted in anncying the girl witn nis attentions until
she gave wgy t0 hig deBires. OShe was 80 pinched with peverty and
sunger that the folks said, "She scld herself for a placs to
slesp and something tc eat®. My informer told me thet sn= never

had any chanee but *"nad to work 1ik: a dog for ner elothes and
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ner half-blind father,.®

1 was informud that the mothers in this neignborhcod are
greatly opposed to letting their girls live in the home witn any-
one slss, IS¢ many-trageaims nave ooccursd that they nave learned
by exyerience to distrust the ren in a nome “here a peer pirl lives
as a hired helper.

In sng Around the ecunty ssat of another county mors
than thirty women and girls were known to be imroral. Details about
twenty-fivs of thase wers given t¢ me. 21 this number twenty-two )
were under 21 vears of ags. Some began the irroral life at 15 or
16. Tourteen had given birtn to illegitimate enildren, and sever-
a2l had submitted to eriminal oparations. Arong tne twenty-five
wera a considerable nurmber of very poor girls who verse compelled
by elirecurstances t¢ Yworkz out® fur a living., Th:se wers usually
looked upen by rany of tne mrean of the neighborhood as“easy mgfks"
and were nounded tc¢ thelir undoing.

In £t111 another smrall neignborhocd there were .t one
time rore Lhan a dozen woren and some young girls Xnown to te of
irrcgular'morais. One very poor woman urged her le-year-cld sister
tc se~k unlawful relations with a man whose wife had recently
died in order that ne maght ve led to marry ner under compulsion.

The consp{racy worked. However, so Tar as I know, tnis girl nas
sinees that tire been faltaful to her nusband end enildren.

In another family there were four girlis and a bsvy boy,
the sldest belng fifteen. The mother had died and the father was
away from nope ruen of the time. Pood beeare exhausted and tneé
crlildran were cowpelled to.bag and steal things tc eat. Hunger
drove them to milk thz neighbors' cows. and to gteal egegs, arples

and other kinds of food wnerever thsy could find it. The =ldest
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sister "sold hers:lf Lo sore young mken for a little pite to eat
and a n2w dress* fone Ilcated about tne nsignoorhood for two
vears, staying wnerever she cculd. ¢ftsn paying a rrice for ner
Keep, and finallv married. I have losi all trace of ner since thed.
Tho other children were all placed after considerable effort in
the Caildren's Home at Lovpisville,

inotncr eirl went from her hore ¢ “saeh senool. Fhe
bearded in the hore g o widewer with soveral enildren and was
nounded bv $tnis man tc popr undeing. Sne afterwards married nim.

A nurber of other instancas cf unspeaksable gonduet aculd
be rentioned. The epideric of irrorality wnien broke out suddenly
in this neighborhood contimied for four or five years, or until
sore of the chief offenderz moved away.

Eeacrded )
nyg these gindisg the following foets caps to light:

In rar
1. The rajority of tha victirs were youne girls.
2. Hor: than half wars very poor girle, most of mhom nired out ¢
work for ether p=ople, snd were temptad to fall while away from
norwre,
Z. Over 50 % had given birth to illegitimate children. Tnis
high rate of tirths is attributed to two causes:

a. Ignorance of tneir own sex nature resuiting from peing
of ignorant or pPrudisn moitnars who nevar tock tne
trouble o inatruect thelr daugnters in the tnings
that every young woman ought 1o know,

b. The absence of unserpulous physinlans who for & con—
sideraticn perform g criminal coperations,and the
absenace of nosplftal faeilities for such operations.

4. About half had married aft-r a short season of immorality.
mest of who s3ttled down to respectaple living. Some . nowever,
had not reformrad #hen the studlies were mrade,

5. @Qeparations. divorees and desertions are quite comren,

6. Quite a nurber of these girls were influ .nced by older
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women of shadowy charaotar. Scrstires an aunt, sco.tilled 8 nNesgn-
bor woman, snd occasiuvnally & mot-ar was cnarges wita the direet
respoeneibllity for tne girl's fall. ®ut in th» rejoerity of cases
the girls were very roor and wape ovarcche by &rptatiuvn wn.le
they were doing a man's work in the fTields or toiliny as a housse
ssrvan® in some pore.
7. Tue suuse recelvine pr2atest srphausis is the facet that tno

rothars failaa 1o g.7: tpelir dauvnters proper ana sufficient
instruetion apbout s<x ratters. Th:s subject 1s rather gonerally
tabeced by the notners who, becsuss of prudicn ideas. refrain
f%&ﬂ spearing of tnings tc har vaupgatsars tnat would coft-n save
tneir nonor in tas futurs.

I ar persénally acjusinted witn zsore of tnes”s ne.pnoor-

hoods . and with oth=rs whsare sonditicns are just as bad. snd I
add th~ following centributing causss to tns delinguency o! rany
young woren and youny men:

1. S»nx-talk. I refar t¢ tie widesprcaa anéu.t ol pen ana
DeCYB YNo rake s=x nattara'téa tcpie for cunpon conversation. The
rajority of thoase folk romd littls, travel only cccasitnally, and
nave fa2¢¥ tnings to diree® tneir thcugnhts avay from ta ir roruid,
gluggieh readitations. “ror =arly caildnooed rany & oy heassvul-
sar J=sts and foul stories apout garriags and oanilapirih and il-
licit sex relaticns. and pecomss *wise® ahout tuings that should
be tausht to niw by a chaste-nmindsd fatner. NO one wno nas not
1ived in such an atwosphere can fully aprr.ciste tne intense vul-
rarity and* the suggsstive character of ruen of tns conversaticn
#nich taousands of boys and young men wno live in certain par's
of tne or=n cuuntr& haar daily. Thsir thcugnts ana morals are
tnoroughly psarverted. and when tney taink of young worsh tney

usvally think on taoma gexs .asis.
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It folleows juite naturally trat they esak opportunity to Play tne
n2re in clandestine cse-pades nas often as Poscibls. and fur ruen
of tnis twilignt ccrduect tnsy are artlauded vy psn oldsr and rors
exreriencad in taos art of seduction.

2. Lack of wnolesore reorsation. Phe Dunotonous life in
rany country nsignoornceds beccres at tires alrost unendursocle.
napee (o little ﬁc oreate whcl.gors exciterent, little to supi ly
ths tardlls that avery nearty youtn aeraves, little orportunisy
te¢ disross of tuc pentup =n~rey that naturelly accumilatces. Piers
ars gamas, it 1s trye, bt pany of thasa ara love Y8 28 BO0OD-
Taniad witn kissing and other lova-paking antivities, aon: of
vaTy doubtful character. The plays snd rakes ar- alrest nevepr
supervigsd, mut tne young folk ars 141t to 40 as Lney wisi 20
lone as tney rersin in tiae room. 1 navs sore twenty or nmore of
th=ss 1lovs pamss in ry colleation. and I do not azglitate t¢ Ero-
nounce ther 3 goure of dang r to tns y.ung folk who Arplocy tnen
at svening entertainrsnts. Put they are ussd by ticusands of
youth whos= Parents perain alcof and 1lst the Ferverting forees
Lnf]menée th2lr aons and daughtsra cften to thair ruln.

-
3. Fxtrers roverty. luen hes rseantly veeli sadu and @ritten

abcut the terptatiuns that baset tns Pecr werking girl
in our aitizs. It rust never bo ¥oricthen tnat tn: teDptations
that often nesst the poor working girl in th- open country are
Just as likely to lead toc her fall. It is quite ti: eustonr in
ma iy nelghborhocds to look down sorewhat on tne poor guirl who
hires terself out to werk in tne fislds. or enters a none &8s a
s-rvant, Thare are nearly always a faw young ren at hand who *spot*

th: girl as *2asy gonsy” und aound tneir fcotstaps until thady
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wieked purposes ars accomplished. Recauss2 of poverty and tno necesw
sity of holdéing taolr positions taes: girls will cften suprit to in-
sults and indignities tnat young women in pors fortunate clrcoulr-
staness would not tolsrate.

z, TNeprassing religious services. wue oredit is dus ¢ tpe
gocd men wne freiuent tne pulpits in thc open countly. Lut no OnS
wne is well-informed will deny that rueh ¢f the preacning in these
pulpits does not arouse the nobler irpulses and invite altruistie
theughte and action. Many a mecsags ITOR the pulpit intendea to
point th2 way to rightsecusness perely navdens tne nearts of young
rpan agsinst roligicvus serviees and erreanls pore to the sense of
qurer and secrn in young women than te their finer spiritual na-
turse. Their nigner epiritunl natures ars net dgev olopad , ana tasy
rail te eateh the vislon of tpelr ElﬂCﬂé ;ﬁ tpne larger life.
sltnc geod is doubtlass seoorplished Dy every &Herroll, I ar oonll=-
cwinesd by years of familiarity with ser-ices in tns poOOrser cauroi-
es that the kind of preaching tnoumsands rusd listen to-—-—il taoy
near any at all--is o eontributing cause te tne ucwaigll Ci RANY
s young man and voung woman. The attituce of rany preacnhcrs towards
tne reersation of the yocung psople drivszs tnom out frop ta= influ-
snes of the enuren and  LOTOWs thsp uron thelr OWL Tesduress
where soeial pattaers are invelved. The 111 reanlts ¢f tais ray be
sesn Dy anyens wno sares to take tims to inveatigats.

negedial Measures.
W-ans of traventicn roadily suggoat tnemsslves,

1. ®nligntened par:nts. otn boys and girls suould reesive

fror thzipr parents spaeial instructions relating 0 tac &s8X
1if= that will fortify tn-=m against terptations taat are gartain
te aome in later 1ifsz. 1f para2nts neglect t¢ 4o tnis sem=ons wio

possessss tact and knowl:adgs ougat tC 4o 80.
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2. Therough educatlon of the country yocuth., sSupplant their
morbid tnocugnta and foul stories wit  brilliant tnougntis
fron litsrature, new concsptions in sclencs, whnclesonrs stories
+hat ray de told about th: fireside. and construetiv: plans for
nelgnborhood service, ‘learly nll the caseos of worsn and girls re-
porteac to me wore frop unietter:d honcs. fire and agein gy in-
fermer sald, *She never hao any chance tc¢ ;¢ t¢ senccl®. Ly per-
sonel obscrvaticn confiewms th= sratn of tous.

The kind of edueation that crsgtes nes standaras oi nue
ran ralationshliy, defining tne nighsavr civiz and noral responsi-
bilities, 15 A pood prevent.ive of iprmorality.

2 *holeger= racreation, There {is rmach more play material in

the ¢pen countey than wany peorle ave awars of. RPut distances

betwaen country nores prevsnt guch groub play arong cuildren, and
it Is in surorrised group play that rany neble socisl traits ars
devslopad. Owing t¢ the derands of labor, the indifferens. of
the clder folk. end the oprosition of tne unlettarsd country
preachers to gll manner ¢f *frelies", tperc arce few play cecusions
that bring neighborhocd people topsther. Our schools and coll:ges
witp taelr conventlionel ethlstics are doing practieally notning
t¢ roredy this.

An organiced play program directed by someons trained
for this partieular tning would gc far towards conscrving the
young manhccd and womanheod that, without proper reepsatiocn,
will inevitably dotekorate.

4. Irprovement of economic conditicns ameng tne peorple,
Among the poor good pathing facllities ars unknewn. Tne
lack of a bank account means faw nome comforts and insufficient

sleeping apartwrents, and it is well known that prerscnal cleanli-
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ness and adequate sleeping quarters are conducive to good porals.,
wnlle the lack of these cortainly contribute to imrorality in
a great many instances.

Arong these samre people good nouses are sicoedingly rare.
sany young women have no suitable plasce at nome in wiilech to en-
tertain young men friends. The extra roor is not tnere. I have
often saen young couples on logs by & river, on rock seats far
upen tne mountain sides, on rossy spots by small streams ., wander-
ing in secluded places arong forests and groves wnere terptations
ecme easlest and whers the environment is rost favorable for Five
ing way to them. Tnere is nu place at nere for tne g£irl to enter-
tain her friend#. so she strolls witn hir to secluded BPOLS g
and tco frequently ne chooses the spot witn a Purpese 1in mind.

The faet that rany of the girls reported t¢ me wer: poor
working girls who often did @ man's work out in the fields for
a pittance lends foroe tc th: suggestion that efforts rust be
rade to furnish erployment for nsedy girls whers they will not be
eonpelled to vork in isclated rlaces witn men and bocys.
S. Ap intelligent and rrogressive miniatry in all country
ehurches., Despite common beliefs about men being called
to the rinistry, we rust face tne cold fact that a VATY great
peresntage of men who occupy pulpits in the rural cnurcheés are
entirely untrained and do not and cannot reach y-ung men and women
in any h=lpful way. Althe these men are sircere and doubtless ao-
corplish some good, many fail utterly in tneir leadership of
the youth. Instead of raking pians for wnols=some recraegation of
young psople and directing tneir tnougnts and activities in a way
that negatives tneir desire for an unwholascme life, tney citen
censure ther for trying to oe hadpy and Joyfuvl, and fregquently

denounee all their socigl activities from the 1ulpit. They thus
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alienate ther fror the enurch and fail to inspire taem to live
the nerole and rightecvs life, PFow tnings I nave observed con-
tribute more to the waywardness than tanls nestile attituds of
untrained, often unl ttored, ministers towards the reareation
and moeial 1ifas of the young folks in their ofureh cOmMRUILLiIGS.
niffioculties in the ¥ay of Ruconstrustion.

The work of reclemution in some of these country slums
would prove exeeedingly difficult ana diseouraging. Thers 1s no
aousing law tnat reacnse t0 tne h.ads of tne aiaeka. no vigi-
lance cormittes of motnars to plan for the young girls of tne
nsighborhoed, ne watenful polies, ue soclety for rescuing tno
wayward. Thns fact that nousss are ususlly mors or less iso-
lated and people ars scmowAdt ind :pendqInt adds to tne.aiffi-
rulty of ccneartsd affori.

Another ¢ staele wnion is wallnign insuperavcle undsr &x-
isting conditions is found in tnz very large.murpers of offend-
aprs Yo 8&re nopelssaly degenerate and depravad. fhey can oe
1:d back to the niormal and virtuous lirfe in tasir preseut on-
rircnrent only Wliﬂ t e sroptost dilfliculty. Tne dveter I have
nlready quoted =xrrassed it well when ne sald,"You've got ue
foundation to work on". Wothing short of & miraels could re-
olair some of the mw=n and boys, and even som2 of L. wowen.hrhc
fore-8 that ¢ ume soclisty tc disintegrate have Decn operating
toc long to be chsecked sasily. Toul sl=ech, suggsstive and vul-
gar storiss, constani tninking on tne s:x basis, niovtine poi-
son, aleoholism, 111 health., subnormal mentality, uncontrolled
animaliser have thelr affects and produce results that canunot De
repoved n a day.

Hore lies in the awakening of people in pesition teo
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gmand out nurses, rlay directors, extension wurkers., stcial
workers. and others charged ¥ith the duty of inspiring ccuntry
youén t0 noblest thougnt and action., and displacing vulgar
stéries with those that preduce worthy reactions, and overoch-
ing the inclination to do 2vil by suyplying the moans of abund-
ant reecrsaticn and wnclesor: aotivitics. '

"ut tnousaads of girls far up -at tne nsads of tas nol-
lows rust walt yet a long, long tirs befors tnese agencies
and worhers reach them. Yhat will pecome of some of tned in
the reantire? Perhaps scroone clse a A0ZSh years henae will

roks2 other studies of otner I'smote neiplivornoods and find out.

John ¥. seitn
rerza Jullege AT





