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NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE
428 SOUTH FIRST STREET
LOUISVILLE, KY.

February 2, 1937

iy dear Family:

Yesterday brought in our first mail - the first for over a week, During this
flood no trains could coms in or go out of the city. All of our stations were
practically submerged. The one at Tenth and Broadway faired better than the rest
but could not be reached on accowitof the flooded conditions of the southern
seciion,

Rumors were very startling a week ago last Wednesday during the "Follow-Your-
Dollar® exhibit. Friday morning, January 22, the exhibit was to have closed
officially and the Community Chest drive was to begin at 6 o'clock that evening
with a grand banguet at the Armory with 1,200 people present, Friday morning the
word went forth that the banquet was called off on account of the flood. What
really happeiﬁf that night was that 250 refugees were housed at the Armory instead.

' FrSE:y morning a call came from the Welfare Department of the City Hall asking
if helghoorhood House could lend its facilities if necessary on account of the
x flood. Of course, I said yes. Friday evening about 6, a W.P.A. worker, representing
‘ the Welfare Department, came in to look over the quarters and said that they would
do. I went back at once into the boys' locker room in the gymnasium and we cleared
the deck to establish a kitchen there. As it happened, this kitchen proved rather
inadequate and very soon the stage of our gym was turned inte a kitchen. After
/ clearing for the kitchen we brought over any number of ten foot table tops- and
horses to support them to spread about the gym floor. The W.P.A. sent in cooks
and helpers. The N.Y:A. established at Neighborhood House headed up the work.
It grew by leaps and bounds. uonday about 4000 were fed from our gym; Tuesday 7000;
Wednesday 10,000, We furnished meals for people of various types - for a group of
12 marooned in one section of the city; for a high school housing €00 refugees;
for the refugees at first at the Armory, they soon numbered 1000; straight along we
( fed the workers at the City Hall. At first there were 600 of these and we furnished
ﬂ four meals a day there - morning, noon, night, and mid-night. %e fod the men who
built the pontoon bridge. Mr. Moll,who built the bridge, said he was going to put
| up a sign, "Built by Moll and fed by Neighborhood House," Of course, this wasn't
\ done. But the 250 men who built the bridge were given three meals a day hers. By
\. Thursday the situation was gotten pretty well in hand.
\\
4%t first, Neighborhood House loaned not only its rooms, but also soms of its
plates, cups, saucers, and various kitchen utensils.

The water, in due process of time, filled our basement, which meant & very cold house
for us with the furnace out of commission., The water also came up about 19 feet on
our front walk to the very door step leading up to the house, I discovered that
oufr chief virtue was that we were on high ground. The back gate was left open end
the trucks furnished by the city and individuals, chugged in all day and night,
A fire was kept burning day and night, burning all the accumulation of paper boxes
and trash. The garbage, for a time, was heaped on a nearby lot to the north of the
alley that runs by Christ Church.



For the first three or four days a lot of people came to the house for food,
These, however, were discouraged from continuing with the exception of the many
drivers of trucks and others looking after some phase of the work. It was extimated
that we fed about 500 & day for a number of days.

About Tuesday, the report went forth that there wasnt't a loaf of bread in Louis-
ville. This was due to & lard shortage and also to the fact that both bakeries and
packing houses were under water. At this time we opened up a second kitchen in the
Lucy Belknap building and alsc used the kitchen in our own house to help out. Cne
woman made biscuits all day in the Lucy Belkenp building and Evelyn made them all
afternoon in our own kitchen,

The whole business had many interssting aspects. One day when the call went
forth for some meat to make soup, three cows were sent in. Nr. Kahn esked the Miller's
Restaurant, facing Second Street, if they could handle the cooking of this meat.
This they gladly did.

At first, there was such wild exeitement. Some of those who offered machines
and were supposed to take food to the marooned took it other places. In one instancs,
100 stesks were lost. Many orders went’amiss.ﬂ 1 think & lott of people who had the
opportunity feathered their own nests)

e began to close out at Neighborhood House about Saturday. Other kitchens
were opening in various parts of the city and theeamergency was over.

The Red Cross considers this the greatest disaster they have ever handled and
they said that the first feeding was handled better than they had ever seen it before
and the major part of the feeding was attended to here at Neighborhood Housse. These
are some of the reports I have had.

It was pretty bad to be without heat, except for some coal oil stoves; with gas
that couldn't be depended on; to have no light except candles, some electric lanterns
and coal oil lamps and lanterns; and to do without water except for one hour a day
when we filled all we could {this always had to be boiled).

With all the food for the canteen we fared very well because much came in as
gifts and much was confiscated and much was purchased. I am now trying to pick up
the pieces., I tried to hold on to the situation as best I could but it was pretty
difficult at times with strange men bobbing in at every door at all times of the
day or night.

I was amused: that Sareh advised me to drop a postal card every day. This would
have been guite useless with no mail going out. I thought telegrams and the tele~
phone would be very satisfactory.

The flood is still high but is subsiding more rapidly sadh day and if the
engineers and sanitary experts can take the situation in hand we ought to get back
to normal pretty soon. It was certainly a doleful sight to have every store and
school, church and institution closed. Wany of the schools and churches were used
to houss people and some of them are now being used as hospitals.

Much love,gkf$¢LQghfx; {1
Rpoen T T

Will write when I can.
i \x Aar s

~'.$\

P.S. BSent copy of this letter to will
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THE WATERS OF THE OHIO RECEDE!
THE SPIRIT OF LOUISVILLE ARISES!

TRUSTING IN GOD; BY COURAGE, BY FAITH, BY WORKING TOGETHER,
WE WILL BUILD A BETTER AND A GREATER LOUISVILLE

---MAYOR'S COMMITTEE ON MORALE---
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SURVEY ASSOCIATES
The Survey — Survey Graphic

112 East 19 Street - New York

June 4, 1937

Dear Miss Ingram:

of all years, this flood year
is not one in which Neighborhood House
should teke on outside obligations.
But that you did, that you joined Sur-
vey Associates in this 26th ammiversary
year of ours, is something I shell al-

ways prize.

Thank you so much for your cover-
ing letter of May 15 which I had not
read when I saw you at Bloomington.
and heard you. For you really did a
marvelous thing in your paper in letting
us share something of those experiences
of yours and the feel of the people in
stending up to disaster.

Sincergly,
L e 2 éﬁw .

Paul Kellogg
Editor

Miss Frances Ingram
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and He will heal us. He hath smitten and He
will bind us up.” ‘Except Jehovah build the
house, they labor in vain that build it. The
imperative duty of the Church in this extrem-
ity is the proclamation of the gospel of Christ
which is the power of God unto Salvation te
everyone that believeth. It must become the
prophetic voice in the midst of a stricken

people calling to repentance and life. For this;
experience of ours will mean nothing unless?&

E

it arrests the secular drift and calls prodigal
humanity back to the Fatber’'s House.

“ ‘If my people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways;
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sins, and will heal their land.—Second
Chronicles 7:14.

Churches’ Role Told.

“It is a time when the religious forces of
our city will be glad to co-operate in the task
of moral and spiritual recovery which can be
done only through the churches. The Louis-
ville Council of Churches, the Ministerial Asso-
ciation, and the Pastors’ Conferences of the
various communions will give all possible help
to the churches, but the primary responsibility
rests upon the local congregations and their
ministers and leaders. We urge upon them,
thesefore, to carty on in the name of the
Great Master.

“To be sure, all must continue to lend a
helping hand in material reconstruction by
financial contributions to general community
funds, by co-operating fully with the civic,
State and national agencies, and by urging
their people personally to give their services
wherever needed.

“In addition let the churches work out
their own programs of service in their local
communities. Without conflicting with, but
rather supplementing the work of civic organ-
izations, visitation among the poor to comfort
and encourage, to offer the goodwill and help
of the Church will be of incalculable value.
It may be suggested also that churches in the
stricken area could find no better way to lay
afresh the foundations of futute service, when
they are ready to resume their work, than by a
wide extension of mutual aid among their
members. Surely this is a time for Christian
stewardship and brotherhood. It is further
suggested that church buildings be kept open
with somecne present to give comfort and
counsel to the many who will be seeking help.
Let us lay careful plans and give ourselves con-
stantly to our Lord’s great purpose—'that
they may have life and have it abundantly.’

“Our appeal is to all Christians, not only
to those who have been accustomed to active
setvice, but to the many who have hitherto
been inactive, ‘There ate many men and wo-
men of genuine religious convictions who for
one cause or another have not co-operated with
the churches. In a day like this, the challenge
comes with a new imperative to ‘stand fast
in one spirit with one mind strviing together
for the faith of the gospel.”

Richard L. McCready, chairman of the
special committee; Horace Cady Wilson, pres-
ident of the Ministerial Association; I. R. Ladd,
president of the Council of Churches, and

John Lowe Fort, executive secretary of the
Council of Churches.

Reprint from the Couriev Journal, Feb. 8, 1937.

IICAA

The Louisville
Council of Churches

—AND——

The Louisville
Ministerial
A ssociation

——TO THE——

Churches and the
People

554 SO. THIRD ST. LOUISVILLE, KY.
TELEPHONE, JA. 7925
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The Gommunity Ghest covdial[y invites you
to visit the

“Follow Your Dollar Expositioz/z,JJ

at the
24vmory on Sunda_y afternoon, c]anuavy 17, 1937,
" From 2:00 to 6:00 P. M.

The Exposition does not open officially until January 18,
but a preview will be held on Sunday which will be of
interest to campaign workers and board members,

:
!

& HAdmission Free ?\fé Solicitation of g’i{ts
z‘(() 4
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TRUSTING IN GOD

By Courage, By Faith, By Working
Together, We Will Build a Better
and a Greater Louisville

This flood has shown how weak is man; in
a day the waters have covered our city; ex-
tinguished our lights; flooded our homes;
stopped our factories; closed our schools, our
churches and our courts. The whole life of the
city has suddenly changed its course. Nature
lays her hand upon us, and all man’s boasted

strength 1s as nothing.

The flood has also shown us how strong we
are. In this disaster comparatively few of our
people have perished; our hearts and homes,
our purses have been opened; and We have
found a strength we did not know we posses-
sed: that strength is from God! Andnot only
the hearts of our own people, but those of our
entire State and Nation have come %o the
rescue.  ‘In as much as ye have done it unto
one ?f the least of these ye have done it unto
Me.

TRUSTING IN GOD

Man’s strength is no match for a flood; but
God is the source of all power. His ever-
ruling providence can make all things work
together for good.

BY COURAGE

True heroism is carrying on with a gmile in
the midst of difficulty, as well as showing
bravery in danger. The severest test of
courage lies ahead.

(OVER)
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BY FAITH

A1l things are possible to him that belie-
veth.” “This is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith.” Real faith is trust
in God’s wisdom and purpose when the way
seems dark.

BY WORKING TOGETHER

White and Black, Jew and Gentile, Catho-
lie and Protestant, we have been working to-
gether. We must keep it up. Let us realize
that we are truly fellow-workers with God as
well as with one another.

WE WILL BUILD A BETTER AND A
GREATER LOUISVILLE

A city is not built of brick and mortar, nor
of wood and stone alone; it is built of, as it is
built by, the men and women who inhabit it.
Louisville must have better homes, better
churches, better schools, better courts, better
streets, better sewers, better bridges, a better
social, industrial, political and religious life.
Tor all these we need better men and women.
It is our work to build and re-build all this.

Therefore

TRUSTING IN GOD, BY COURAGE, BY
FAITH, BY WORKING TOGETHER,
WE WILL BUILD A BETTER AND
A GREATER LOUISVILLE

Mayor's Committee on Morale
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A Posthumous Floed Paper

low that the Louisville flood waters have been driven to their
entombrent way down in the Culf of Mexice, we folke ot home are bee
ginning te reecllact a feow fortunate experiences which we are poling
to eite for recovery texts, This page 1o about recreastion oo a
means Lo bodily and mental contrel in a great emexrgensy.

Setting (Time: Januwary 24 - February &, 1937
Place: A hefugee Center in onece of the Cityte
larcest high eschool buildings,

Characters: 850 refugeen, negroes and whites.

Memorable Receollections: The rescuing of a small baby from a
fainting mother's arms, as she fell on the temporary landing doek,

The dividing of 150 cots and blankets among 850\ people,

The compietion of the bridge which connected this relief station
with dry land.

The spread of the savors of appetizing feood when a good eook
lifted the lids from her kettles,

The starting of play groups for #mall celered children.

The finding of a story teller for those who wanted to stand
around and listen,

flg boye and girls being given the uese of the gymaasiun, and
superviced play beginning.

The white children Belng given the came program as soon at
they arrived.

The wild racing through the halls stopping. Shoes and other
artieles no longer being thrown at window panes,

Dishwashers beginning to hum at thelr worlk,
A baakeé?&ll game hetween colored nhd white boy2 being played.

Older feolke heginaing to pather in the larre eafeterias in the
evenings aflter supper was over, At first, the dirferent social
levels were self conocelous in the direection of ecliques, Iut there
was some one there wno would not let such lines form, She wao a
leader of a Hotners' Club in a settlement house., 3Ry nature she was
cracious, She liked people eso mugh that she started visiting at
once, ihe read the old newspapsrs (there were no new ones') and
commented upon the headlines gnd unusual articles; she made every
new scquaintance friendly to socia»ility in this Tlood~-enforcedc
proximity. On the second day the large ~oal stove in the ecafeteria
room wag the center of proups of men snd women vho were happy %0
talk with one another, The eclegant refuree who wore her jewelds oul
srom her flooded home wao no longer aloef frem the happy chatboer of
the other refupeen,
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The singing of spirituals. At first, spotty snatches of
humming groups, This mass of life becoming chorall A negro song
leader standing there directing a girls' quartet; then a men's
quartet; and soon after, a chorus of 1ittle cehildren. Like the
harvest festivals of gratitude; we had one big evening of the
singing of spirituals., NHundreda of negro volces of beautiful
quality sang to a white audience which knew it was enjoying the
oxcellent gifts of another race's culture. Thic talented negro
group leader was presenting the music of faith and hope and cone
fidence., Music was breeding a new state of mind,

Climax: OSome one mentioned the President's Birthday Ball.
Quickly, out of the same brain which forestalled the properiy camage
to the fine new high school building, came the suggestion that this
refugee center have a ball. A volunteer supplied the musie. The
guests arrived in the gym. An entertainment committee brought extra
canfles and flashlizhte Yo brighten dark ecorners. There was no re-
ceiving line, The gucuis wore simple "sports® outfits, many of
which were soiled and worn. HNo governor or mayor attended., Young
ladiesz could "break" ithe young men on the danee floor. The one man
plano-player knew mos+t of the new and all of the oldest tunes %o
which we danced from seven to nine, There was no grand march, but
everyone Jjolned in singing. Intermissions brought distilled watler
which tasted as good as the best punch of any party.

Conclusion: It is weeks now since this relief station was
closed. 7The four chemists who distilled drinking water are now
baek in the business world; the unassorted thousand who went back
and forth daily through this school building have been supplanted by
assorted youth, moviang by schedule toward diplomas, this year or
next, The damage %o this particular building bas been estimaied,
and found to have been very small compared to the great demands
mace upon it.

Our text is, "Trained recreation leaderchip preserves morale
and property; gives any mass of life a pleasureable interest. Let
us anpplaud the rich resulic of singing and play.t





