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Does the City Street Offer Salutary Training
for life to the Newsboy?

That the city street offers salutary training for
iife to the newsboy 1s one of the pojular ﬁwm&aﬁiaﬁa of
the day. In suppost of this eroneous idea one often lears
& business man say, "Our small 'newsies! are potential
morshants,  Thru their experience in salesmanship they are

lsayning o dool with people and 4o make their way in the

world, Just look at me.” He sdds chestily, "I once
sold papers,”

How the Hational Child Iabor Committee which was
organized %o bring about better conditions faor the industrial
cliffid, bas made studies of the sooial aspeet of the newsboy.
This Gomities condemms the methods these youngsters early
learn %o practice and the psychology they apprly. These
children soon learn that dirty, raggedy clothes make an appeal,
that & last paper sccompanied by o woe~bewgone expression
always finds & sale, Childron are clever little astors and
they play up to the sympathy of their citomers., Any educator
will grant that the attainment of an object thru working en
the sympathies of pecple is & poor principle to inculcate in
a child and that the implanting of such & principle is encourage
ing a wrong attitude toward life,



;-‘55'4-’ 2

Again the business man argues, "It 4s a financial
question, The pemw in the home Wza the youngster to
sugment the famuy incoms by his ﬁammgﬁ. | &;@iu we have
recourse to statistice.  These show that it is nem:mary

.:mly in few ama. There are i’mmas m uw an ﬁha

earnings of their children, 'b*at ;ia mﬁ fa&x to tdza ahildren‘?
I was present one night when a nine yw old boy tame hume

and turned nie pmkate inai&e mx‘t; te shake out all the

pemnies, zm ‘he had o ;xarfactly ama“baﬁiaﬁ father vho
could support his family,  Incidently this family wee
acquiring ;éré;}ér%y, but X believe, at the saorifice of the boy.
one family, I imm, lived off the eaynings of twe little boys.
The father probably would have worked 1f the living of the
femily mw been g0 eagily procured by the children. The
rig}ma of ahi!.éhmﬁ should not be violated because of the
poverty of the family, for if a family really needs the
agsistance that can be rendered w & iitftm z:m:m, the problem
can always be handled scme other way, Enlisting the aid of
well-to-do yelatives, fratemal socities, and church charities;
increasing the natural bread winner% a:rx‘wiexzﬂy w the use of
ampmymu‘fz buxemxg, and wcmﬁ:m:& guiﬁama, or w zmating
his z’eaung of x’amzy xaapmszmlity; - thaae m the daily
taske of armimﬁ charity, 1In many m:smaaa the children
never get home with their mmall earnings. They plsy oraps



ox piteh pennies at a line: newgboys are m‘kwima little
gamblers, pal 1
It is the lure of the street and not necessity that

holds the 'newsies’. tm the 3‘&%@% these chixmﬁ aYe sure
younded by many kinde of dangers wmm donand an azaa*mem
peyond theiy years.  Shey are in the midat of constant
oxcitement and soon become mervously vmrst.imlawﬁ.. ?hey
come in énnm@%; with the ,w:iigj P ‘*é&z&t eity 1ife, The
street beliiles the spurce of many thrills, The thrill becomes
the imez;%i% to action, Once & :mmgﬁtaw toa a‘& {"‘fj“hed
to the lure of the street, he becomes a ;gmm.m fnr h?i pmnﬁs
end hip temchers. Shey ave unable to cope with him, He
mey f£ind his wey %o the veform school, but vherever he may
self motivetion thru thrills is & poor anhatitut& for

_ ﬁm,..&_aﬁem& of duty. The former makes ﬁw a
| wxm g
‘3:0 suta up ‘ﬂm ‘&us:&maﬂ mants contention that newsboya
receive efficient training for dbusiness life i&%ﬁ:@rm, W
the faote, as the youngsters who sell papers develup a tendancy
to play on the sympathies of the gublic, and overstimlated
Yy the thrills of strect life they consequently bocome delinguent
and make bad employees later hecaaga h&a@y mk stobility: The
further contention that the mahay*a GArninge are a necessoyy
part of the family income is not supported by social atatistice,
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The few inptences of aotusl dire poverty can be dealt with
in moye efficient and less antiesocisl ways,  And further
sa:( vore the mney after instesd of being Aurned inte the family
treasury ie gembled swey by ho youug arap mhooters.
oo i o airisnTeiciner, in hox poem "HowsiewBoy",
graphioally portrays the dangers snd the tragedy. of street
. life:

mlatmat is home for you. You eat ond
sleep

With bigger boys and hark %o what they way,
&nga think thom mighty men and, shemefacod,

op
Youzr baby feors and thoughts all hid away.
You're glarved for food and sleep and love,
though you
Would scaff at this and eall 4% all unizue,

And oh ynu*m Just a 1ittle lad, a little iad,

a 1ittle

Who ought to > think the world'e & piace for
having fun and being glad,

Wae ought to de good frimda with mma and
chumny wilh _ﬁm sky and hreege,

And who's %o -Dlame, 1 wonder, 12‘ you grow
up queer amd O oss and bad?
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