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Dear iise Maxfield ;

wish I had news from you snd your precioua
,Ther ' pazagns still living who,now one, NOW Afe
* “ive bean with me sympathetically in momenta of great
" The superintendent of a Oatholic hospital once years
onE ! mwhthdmo-!maom-sndhn
son mu m m cponung room had found wy sister's
- 8l ths spiri showed and her efforts
idwink.lu /aftice when I wae in the

2 %mnm hh hmms about David®s yos,your nother
 with me that

into New Yoxk

recont months o
ths I had been
wy werk cay by day
rat I underwent an onere
1y sppendectomy and though t x wae "r¢d hoit® { recovered
the wsm easily and quic I wmas again ot my work after
;na.m dayse And mow vitamin cup -geen to be supplying me with

All the tilue ry day the prevention of blindnes
uses & good denl of my a t o along suscesefully.Fead on
pagese and 141 of the . E&t— Saving Review what the State De=
pu'mt of Reslth has wri ut the werk.

along the omre of Davia is 1;“’“.! .
And although the 0w him uses up my strength and nlthough the dise
treass T feel abo lindnesssbri me at times to = atate of
pending inagtivi t robound and I oay to myself that but for
David wy life p nully would b. eadly empty.

QWA

N The imot is tl\n pavid in s unfadding source
of joy to me\s THe porsonality that before ne you disocoversd ia one
of unfslling eharmeDavid 14 o ohildd of chnmiﬁ personniity.He has

» great sest for living, is never apathetie and with sncouragerent
froo me he finds new experiences right along to onjoy.

The piane tescher, u charming younz lady whe
wie & student in the music department of the University of Kentuwoky
enabled David %o make progreas.

The thirteen year-old blind girl she lives wit h
me in the susmmars botween scossions at the Blind Sehool offers real
conradeship o David.She holps hiz slong with the Braille.

And now I am about to begim te tesch both So
use the Braille typewriters I bought the the Acserican Foundation in
thiz past winter. B_t I sust firet toach ayself, and for my own gulde
ance 1 have made ou’t" the Braille alpbabet with pencilled dotas shous
an eoighth of an inoh in disnater,Wish thut chart by the typewriter I
an getting control of zy fingars in the typing.

th mee I 1 alwaye love her ter

A Wy foilure o write to 7o
have seewed otrange to you. For s good many
of sovething wrong with my healih but I

& |
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David has association at phy with several childrem, &

boy of about six & gisld of eight and & boy
sight =211 hsalthy sad sotive. This minute

of ten, 2ll with good
David and the two Loys

are enjoying &he two Wricyciles, shich are paasing baok and fosht
in wy lower halls.Now David ia guiaing one = snd he guides it wolle
and sgoin he stands on the =%ep soth his arms around a boy's neok.

All goes werrily. David has no sense of be
in the play. At thie momeut the little gir

ing unequal to any part
1 turns on David's sleoe

tric phonograph to ’h{ "Remenber Pearl Harbor®, which ¢ame in new

yesterdsy. Pry though
cl: frow David I mow and them yle
OFde

in the

@ o mga;}nn apd swing and HAll Billy mu -

matter of &« popular reo0~

pavid and T owe so much to you.l wish I could know

thet all 1a goimg well with your mpthex.

ehildren. Have issued any publicationa?

And I wish I knew about the Resear ['go-eu sbot blind
If 4o

oured through American Foundation ? I

shatever source all the emlightenment pos:s

pal

an they be pro=
us to buy from
1ulg for me and David.

Phosta e vislt ons tay T

A Lexingten wan Ure ‘g‘u ¥oClung who was o teache
or in the Wow York titute ¥Yor 5& this paet wintor has

shoen ot 09'1ne BBlvERsty ol Eon
laat winter and red me by 4
"magnificens job%. )

t he thought I was déing &

T am planning S send David te the State Sehool

for the Blind thiz coming + I reanlize
Braills muat be aocguired 1d this oom
can prooure that for B ugh & private
that I be able % aoribe the prine
public Sohools and them perhape r

rixer calss ne

that familiarity with
ing fall.IAnd T think I ¢
instruotor. I aam thinking

me =nd to let him get the advaniage of compe =

ition. ¥hat I . t want for him shis fall is %o sntruat him to the

gtate 8chool, @- to be housed with boys
up segregated-XJ to sex and sagragated as
wlaening tive, fove you wo
of Dawid': interests and that you sould
procurs the teghnical instrugtion in Brai

and there ts be brought
to sight., I beolieve I can

here an evere
u%a ut thé scope
ec with me that if I oan
le I had beat not wrenoh

him from » home in which he ls 0 truly santed,in whiol he iz cole

gcious of his own part.

Hewspeper reports do not al
especially vhem worda are ageribed to me ¢

ways please =e throughous,
hat I never ugsed. I have mo

money whth whioh to pay for snnual reporte and I agoept the offers o

of free publicity.
with leve

Yourns
~ %%“M ggfym 3 Linda Wevi
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zﬂ"’ : The Nountain Fund
. Linda Neville Manager
738 West Main Street
. i Lexington, Kentucky ,

41 “b@f, 30, i94l.
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A Public Health Nurse's ?xo-pya Qﬁnﬁelﬁak Servioe.

From tinme to time through these thirty-three years of wy
work for these preventior of blindness in Kentucky I have had the
privalege of seecing some puble health nurse or other rendering o
needy eye—sufferers service prompt efficlient and unselfish,service.

I have just had such a privilege; and new at ten oclock
in the morming of this day,October 30th ,physicelly tired and emo-
tionally depressed though I am i&aﬁlu coufort in thinking sbout
Mrs. Anna Jane Halbert, the public hesdth nurse of the Menifee Co.
Health Departwent in yentucky, mpl 8 sense of gratitude for such
u:nrtu I want to record it now.

At half-past one ‘qﬁhrm afternoon at my home in Lex-
ington I recelived a long lﬁitmo telephone call from Frenchburg,
Menifee County. A WO man iﬁcro was trying to tell me something, be-
cause of faulty a@\drum for some time after each sentence of
hers I would n@: dont hear® and again I would say "I dont heax,
hv%!hr Speak." Finally this was what I understood: A nurse or
a olerk in the Health Department office wanted me to accept as a
patient under the Mountain Fund an eighteyear ¢ld boy who had though
mjuryeg;;;e:? aight of one eye last year.and was now threatened
ulﬂ; diindness in the other eye. There was an emergency.The ohild's
parents were indigent. And in a few: sentences the speaker at the tele
ephone made me understand that an effort would be made to comply
with wmy rvequest that the ohild resch my bome in Lexington in ample

time for me if I should seo fit,to atart with hin on a fow-fifty-
five train to Louigsville.
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I sought and seourad fron the Bua Corpany = pass for "Lindas
Neville and ohild to louisville and return) for it nﬁght he thag
the ohild should arrive in Lexington teo late for me to oateh the
train (om which I had a paas myself ) and if the onse were one of
resl esergency I should nmeed to take the first bus to Louiasvilla.

At about four-thirty or a listle later there arrived at my
door the ohild,oslled “Junior®, kis parents and t..h eﬂmu who had been
Wug over the telsphone,nome other tham a lady with whom I had
enjoyed working on snother ocomsion, Mrs. Anna Jeme Halbert,publio
health nurse.

] By tie time I had heard the higtory of the ohild's suffer -
ings 1t seeued to me wnwise o try So-etoh the traim, thers were
o0 fow minutes. To start at mwity on & bus might doy, amnd I
uight reach 8%. Joseph Inf )in louisville by ten=thirty and
Have the ohild ready to b" ctan;md by the oouliet or his assistant
during the early wmorn visitation to the Infirmary, pus sfter =
full aoocount by ¢ ? ents and Mre. Halbert of the details of ﬂli
case I was afraig ’;;o/;o:m"uul worning the initial examination
by the m.«;m oculist.Thereupon Mres. Halbers who seemed egqually
afrald offerred to drive us all to louisville. 7ith her we might
start an hour befeore the first bus should start and we might hopeto
reagh the Ialfu-mm in time for us to let the oculiast visit the ehild
at onoce upon srrival without our seening to be too selfish towards
the ooculist. So,I had & seoénd talk by long distance with him an he
offered to make a special trip to the Infirmary to exsmine the child
there at ten oclock that might.

Such confusion at my home for the next few uinutes .Mrs,
n
Halbert by telephone wag txying to get frow our Easter State Hospital
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for the Insang = report about the conditien of » Henifee County wow-
an to oarry back to her husbend and was fuiling- he doator was &% =
his supper and she was arrangiag with the young girl in wy lone to
sevk the report after our departure and to have it ready for Mre,gmlbers
on her return from loulsville.I was Srying %o impreass upen this same
ymgﬁl what she should do if in my absence on the trip ny cousin
should take a turn for the worse at the hospital wheve she is in 2 orite
1osl condition.And while this young girl in my home was listendngte

the repodt lirs. Halbert was saylng about getsing the report from the
insane wowan and %0 what Imwees saying about(pyocesding with arrange=

. ments in behalf of uy cousin oritically 411 this young girl in ay

home was trying to understand 'hns‘i.ﬁgs adviaing her de in preparss
tion for the two parents and Mre, BAlbers as parteof the= night guests
st uy house upon the rttu!lASQ‘iSEinltvlllo. And the fifveoneyear=

old boy who lives in my !!gi\;; help me with David was petting down

ny hand bag from the highiiup place in whioh I Xeep i1t and doing one
little orrand after Ampthe r for we: And my little David was trying

to lesrn about Ehe 1ittle boy and asking to be allowed to touoh him,
And the fan‘(\‘n riding the little boy back oad fourth in my frons
hall holding the 1ittle boy on David's tryoical, The mother wsasg there
the only one of us not nnn.e%earnl ?hxgzhl,ahc was quiet in comtrol

of hor agery of soul And I/not knowing that Mrs. Halbert and the pere
ents had not eaten anything since breakfast waa between my bite of
edvice to the young girl in my home busying myself over asome soriof
hasty lungh. I recall nor that after putting the water on $o bofd

for making dripped coffee I forgot sbout the water and even foerget

to get oul coffee frow the presa. But the young girl in my home whe

usuelly keeps her wits when mine get scattered wust have made the
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coffee. I recall that Mrs. Halbert was in my kitohen drinking ceffes.

As for ne there seswed no time for we to beautify ny Gose
ture by sewing the neck band and the slseve bands in or even %o ook
for o pretty pin, = great big safety pin which maa @t hand would hold
the geping walst tosether and the ooulist in Loulsvilie would net see
the safety pin for in his prescense I would keep my coal fastencd in
front. My personal sppearance soemed to be so unimportant to me while
the little boy was in the plight in whioch he was.

On the three hour trip to louisville While the boy was
asleep I listened to the parents as they teld me what had happenad to
‘him since that day November thirtieth i940.when his right eye had beon
literally orushed by = stick during play with hls brother.

The worning after the mocident the purents poor &8 they
were had takenm this child to A town about twenty miles from theirhome
to an ooulist. The ooulist had given treatment but so far as the parents
understood had not adviesd enuclestion. The on Seplember twenty-third
of this yczgnzgeygzln inh the other eye and the parenis took hka soon
to the ssme ooulies, and they took him bagk several times. On last
Saturdasy Ootobur 25th. during & visit to that oculist he entrustetl
them with certain drops to be ajpiied at home agf?idvisad that the
ghild be brought back to him on Wednesday October twenty-ninth and
intimated if he d4id not positively sap that if on Wedneaday Shere were
no improvement in the vision which was aluodt gone Le would be able to
do nothing more.The oculisk had talked about &ritis and had %o ld the
parents that the drops were used by him in his eifoxrt to dilute the

pupil.
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Vednesday morning, the dsy before yesterdsy Nras. Halbert
drove the parents and the boy to ¥east Liberty in Morgen County Swenty
or more wiles the other side of Frenchburg from Lexington.Dr. Sory
of the Prachors Hospital ~as %o be at West Libersy, halding an exe
amining olinic for people with trachowa, He might have some gpod ade
vige to give the parents: .

His advice was that they ahoula seek me as soon as possaible
that I wight {ind professionsl treatment for itue boy bvefore it was
too late. Acocordingly Mrs. Halbert brought the parents and the boy
bagk to Frenchburg and with the approval of (the medical director of
. the Publiec Health Department she comumunicated with me by long dise
tance tolephone as I have said above.

Mrs, Halbert was advisad by some one to let the paremts in
their own car bring the child 46 me at Lexington.,But this big-hearted
nurse Jdid not want to let thom start out in thelr gar whioh had, I
believe she said,had np ‘tires on the wheels:And besides she did not
vant tollet thew alone in their distrese wake the trip to o place
like lexington strange to them.Without stopping for lunch she brought

that night when
them to Lexifigton in her own oar. At the ting we reached St. Josgph
Infirnary in louisvilie I hn.a esuch a realization of the tragedy im
its many phases th t I was quite desolate in hears.

The great hearted aauliotozg.grga%qaﬁﬁgre%?u oenlist who
through the yaua has donme se » labox of love for the needy oyé- sufe '
ferers «hon I hnva sent To him work thai hes brought cany, oh se
many, out of darkness ana many oh eo meny,out of pain., but I hayd
littla hope that even he cenld Jo much wore for the boy thum holde
hiw taA keep the lcast listle bit of sight that was still left,posal-
I believé that the boy would have to get used to atunbling hia sayy
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And the dootor held out hope for very listle help N: the
boy. What help thore might be for him must be offered quickly. Medie
enl treatmont began at onoe. The right Qo. the offending eye sould
be taken out this sornisg.

And when I foumd how important haste seemed %o the ooulist
I spprecésted Mro.Halbert more than ever. I 1ike % think how une
selffahlpess she had offored to anke the lomng UQ:\’O louisvilles as
night in order to got the boy to the oculist ‘night. inctedd of

 the mext morming, O

‘ And whem I think what that t trip actually neant toher
tired as she slresdy was , when I falak of the EHTVEP thet vogan as
louisville . & wrom ag mut i@u cclook and would mot end at
Prenohburg until sbout fi ok with her at the steering wheel
steadily for six weary “n 2t firet thought I am inclined towards
her because of her t‘K » but upon secomd thought not syspathy I
have Yoo her byt tfdt congratulation to her for the satis/age
tion she mus @ in having worked mﬂr and offiolsntly nnd une
selfienly % if of » little ohtl‘/ﬂtrud beonsuse not secing.

Sessesteasssesresnssnse
Mra. Hulbert is 2 Reserve Nurse of the American Red Oross pledged,
I beliowe, Lo smower o cull 1o service for our Government .
Fhether committed to our Covernwent for the durstion or coamittedd
tg the sexrvice of Henifee county people sho gives earnest o?/ﬂi’lﬁ:___ ._,q
ued sensibility. o senslvility like that which sotusted her yestére
day in pebalf of the 1little by im hisc blindness T

Exsoutive worker foF

Prevention of Blindness in | L3,
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PIONEERING AGAINST BLINDNESS IN THE XENTUCKY MOUNTAINS
—wwe=  PHE STORY OF LINDA WEVILLE

Submitted Uy Yeabelle M.lLywan, Anchorage, Kentuoky
(w{cg 143V n1388)

There is a pall that hange over the Kentucky idountains,
a dark .elowd that caste its shedow across ithe Jandooupe in the
noondsy sun,and obscures the glory of sunsets awong the hills,
Sometimes whole families huddle together in darkmess affer it has
lald 1tes blight upon them: 1ittle ohildren afreton out helpless
hande to ward off the pain, end strong mer hide their eyes from the
light of the sun., It is the ahadow o; the " blindness®, - frachews,
the scourge of the mountains.

A etately gray~halred Wentucky woman has done wote, perle
haps, than any other person to 1ift the pall froam®them that sit in
darkness®, She is ¥iss Linda Neville, anc ihe record of her work is
a story of endless huuan endeavor,Ac ahe sat in thg parlor of het ane
castral bows in Lexlisgton,Xentucky holding little blind David on her
lap, she told me the etpry of her adventures tixough the yemrs,

Linda Neville is & daughter of am odd gentucky fauily.
Born and reaxed in the pluegrass, she graduated frowm Bryn Mowr in 1805,
and returned home to devobe herself te what wsas then called "oharity
work." She was interested in prison reform,fuslily service anc nospltals,
but it wus not until one August awy in 1807 that she ceame acuidently
vpon what was to be her life work,

She atvenaed o luncheon ot the country houne of & friend,
and hore ashe heard the story of lulu, s ninetesneyear old girl fron
Oneids, in the Kentucky mountalns,whom a Lexington woman had brought
to the Bluegrags in the hope thet cculists rmight restore her sight,
Thres apecialists in turn had exanines Lulutszs eyes, and sach npronounced

her hopelessly olind.®inds thought of her father's long fight against
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blindness. It had been & winning fight, beomuse he was able to seoure
the services of » skilled ocullst fros the time his eyes wers affected;
but Lulu': oondition hsd been golng on for at least a year before Any
thing was dome, and now it was too late.

Linds Neville vicited Lulu,hoping that she might say sowué-
thing that would help the girl, but she was so overoons by this, her
first ocontagt with blindness, that she sala very Iittle, and cune away
veliewing thet the visit haa been a failure.

Livda kept up her acquuintance with Lulu all the following
year.Then she heard that the girl's father was losing his sight,evidente
ly from the ravages of iraohoms, the palanful, highly communicable eye
ulsesse .hich accounts for o large percentage of all blindness,

Linda Neville imwediately wrote to a settlement sorker
in the mountains, uskimg Sor inforuation sbous the man's sondition.

The word cume buek thet there was not a sinzle dector in that part of
Fastern yentucky thit could make & tentative dispnosis to ssaist & Lexe
ington ééulist to aetermine if it would be worth while to bring the
sufferer to lexington for trestment.

A whole year went by. In 4he summer of 1908, Linda went
to Hindman, gentucky, to visit the ®.C.T.U. Settlement Bohool.( This
fancus echool was organized in 1803, headed by Kdﬁhﬂxinﬁ Fettit, and
later starred by Lucy Furman in her book , ”Quare‘ébéénﬁ) It »as her
firet trip to the wountaing- a long, tiresome, ®jolkaone® journey on
the slow-moving local, then a forty-five mile sagon jaunt over over
unmade roads anc greek bedg frow the railway station %o the school.

In Hindeen, Linde talked fresly with the mountain people as they came
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Isanbelle M. Lywan

to thJc settisront for sdvise and help.Among them were a great comprny
of the blind and the nesr-blind, wein,venss and childrem with eye dls-
sase, pitifully groping their way with eyes heavily shaded,fearful of
the light.Soms of them wers fathers, gount, bearded men with the look
of pezten anizals about them, lod along by the hands of littsle ohlle
dren o shoxm they mizht aleays be & burden. Sews of these sufferers
were childrem of sochool age who could mot take "book Barning® becsuse
they could mot see the printed page, nor read the "figeers® on the wall.
Meny of this great compsny were women, sun OSoanéta pulled low to shade
their eyesj;women full of resignation at tha"visitaion of the lord,"
Often the tesrs of these infected mothere fell dowm into the eyes of
the half-blind babies they held in thelr armsa,

Yhen Linds Neville returned home she brought with her
her first patient.As sopn aé ‘this little girl was well,shmo ther one
came, The second ohild resiurned to Hindwan, her sight reatored, able
for the first time tosce the world im which she lived, and to look inte
inte the faces of her family and friends. Light for darkness ! Sight
to the blind § Thus Linda Knilia's work for the preventlion of bHlinde

ness begsn. -
Wiss BNeville had no idea that she wes starting 2 "move=

ment® shen she weloomwed into her home those first small visiters from
the hilieg. She talked to nér friends howaver, about 'm@ people w¥ho were
going blind. They caught her enthuasiasm, and woney bogan cowing in %
help bring patients down to Lexington. Out of these velunary contribu-
tions and wmor to coms, Linda Neville ereated the Mountain Fund for Heedy
fye fuffersss. This Fund has never amounted to wore than a thousand

sollers in any ons year, but 16 nas not had to stand alene. Physlolans
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oculists, dentiste and surgeons of Lexington and other paris of the
State, have co-cpersted to the limit in performing servioes free of
charge for lountain Fund patlents, and hospitals take cars of thew
for reduced fees, or no fee a2t all., Linda Nevills told her atory %o
the railrosds, ané they gave free transportation,even in this day of
rallroad dopression.

These first patients were leaders of a procession that
strotches through the ysars into the present- a long lins of suifere
ers, gouragsous, hopeful , inspired by confidence in the ¥"oharitable
lady®who =aid,? Everytody with sore zyes,come.® The "gharitnble lady®
has recelved in the past thirsty yeasrs hundreds of lettera fron'way
up in the aills, letters on all kinge of paper, in &ll kinde of wrie
ting and spelling, but all carrying the cmme nzsaage,s deep huuan
ory Tor ths light.Awong the first stn B typﬁé&l letter from a thirieens
year ﬁlybfyﬁﬁuh resd®To the lady who looks after Blind @hildren;
Lexintun,Kintucky, Ders lady,Me and Lu Arkyis Blind, Ein you let we
uns come to the skule fer Blind Children .

Mony of these people had never been beyond their own
h@llaws,:hna some of them were terrifiec at thelr firast sight of a
train. One wouan gode thrity miles on heraeback to the neardsi atation
b/  whé; the train aswept im. belohing fire snc thunder from 1ts glant
bZily, she took one look , wheeld her horme and rode home | Hor fourw
teen year nelghbor,however,sndued #1in the couwrage of youth.'lowed e
wasntt ? ipn no ways afeard®,it was "jist like settin' ot home"®,

‘Linda Heville's oapecizl apents in the mouwntslns

ﬁefe the swmall dencminational schools, run by ®furriners® fronm"lown

below®. She authorised them o asend emerpency oases to Lexington even
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Isubells M,Lynan

vithout sobifying her, and the big house ai 723 Yeat ¥oln Strest

sog always roady to recelve them. One uay the hostess refurned home

to find = neipghbor scated on the Iront alteps gith a Five sny old bsby
in ber arcae. The child had ophibalypia nepnaterdm , 4 Llinalng ZONOXT=
heal infeotion, shich attacks children =t bithh. The wothex ane & dop-
uty sheriff had brougat the bohy down and lefs it, dor tzentosnt.

some times the Neville home was full of patients walte

ing their turns =t the hoppitale. The nouse ang lis surroundings weré

a source of perpetusl wonder to thess simple people, who wers agouatomed
to living, eight or ten in family, in one or two room vountain oabins,-
sith . feathexr bed in each corner, & dim oll laap to see #ith after
aark, and o greas open firsplace to keop the temperature at 80%1n winter,
+ithin the "chunked" newspapoér-covered wilis.

At tho Neville * hospitnl® there were cays of hoarte
sche shdn kindly interest and seientific care failed, and patients bad
to be sent home again, ib carkness, =s Lhey haa come. Linda Kovélle
and her loyul helpers suffered with these poopde as they sook unto
thenmselves the destiny of the blinds

" : r
0 dark,derk, dark, amid the eleze of noon.

Irrevocable dark, total sclipae,
%ithout =1l hope of doy."

There were minor disccuragemsnte toeo.Fomemlick patients
sonstizes loft in the midst of trestment. One lud was deterwines to hit
the trsil heme , whethey or no. Linda tried all tha ¢tricks she knew %o
chatige his mind. Finally =he sat dowm by his aide and told him the atery
of Helen Keller. The hostalgle one liastensd courtsouely for a while,then
he said with cenwiction,® I se2 youfre s=layin’® we o parable, it I'm
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Isabelle Lymsn -

airin' to 2o home toworrow anyvays'

In spite of failures and discouragements , the revwards
of thia deeply personsl case werk have always been grost.Mias Hevilis
sees sany of her patients return to their homes with gight restored
and pein removed. Some pf them walk, for the firet time, head erevty,
looking =% she light. Children who Go not remember thad they have ever
been abie W see, know at lest the joy and freedon of play. She tells
the story of = little girl who ook her first walk down 2 Lexington
etreet,af ber an operiaion hed given her sight.They ocmme £0 20R6 CON
won English sparrows hopping about on the eidewalk, and the ohild oried
in estuoy,%see thinm bBirdai>Thim gentle city birds! They don't throw at
m hare liks they do at home,"

‘Pollowing the denth of their father in 1908, Linda Heville

and her aister went to Eutope for an indefinite atey. 411 during the &z
trip, Linia®” thought tdrned to the bundreds of needy mountain peopls
who, without treatsent, fuced sluost ineviteble blindness. She was
cheered to learn that the firet meuntain eye clinic was to be held that
swmser, by Dr. William pffutt, in the new hespltal at Puckborn.

Soon after her return from abroad, she recelved letters
from two eminent perazons in the field of prevention of blindness,urging
that she initinte o permonsnt orpanizetion in ¥Xentucky., The suggeation
cane from Dr. Park Lewis, (halrman of the Committee on Ophthalmis of
the Awericern Meciosanl Associstion, and Hiss louise hee Schuyler, Chaire
wan of the Committee on prevention of Blindness of the Russell Sage

Foundasion. _
In June 1810, Ir. Lewis and two representutiwes of the

Foundation visited Lexington, and assisted in the formatlen of the

Fentucky Socisety for ths Preventlon of Blindness. A number of promie
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Pioneering Against Blindness in the Kentuoky Mountains
Isabelle M.Lymnan
nent madical and lay persons beoame members of the Board.The actusl
work of the organization was carrised on by the Executive Secretary,
Linde Neville,and a leading Lexington oculist, Dr. JeA Stucky.

The purpose of the scoiety was to"investigate the causes
of preventable blindness, and,in co-operation with the medical pro=
femaion, to tske all possible steps to eliminate such causes."The Co-
operation of the medical profesaion gma offerred immdelately. The stads
Board of Health, under the leadership pf Dr. J.N.HcCorrmack, ocordially
endorsed the the Soclety's program, snd frow then on much of the credit
for blindpess prevention beldngs Lo members of the Board, who pave {reee-
1y of their time and skill in formulating legislative bills, helping
to conduct clinics, snd giving professionsl wdvice and agsisbance along
various lines.isny letters from Dr. J.E.SeCozwack wre in Linds Fevilla's
files of ihese onrly years.In every lmportans alep, woth he and Dy
Stucky were at her glde. ( L..'a aduition) *0ften 2hs woulu say ahead
of hexr, leading her.”

Facts regurding the prevaleace of irachoms ana snd pes-
aibiliteis of cure were 1ittl kuosn in Kentueky cutside of wmedical cire
olesjthus education appeared to ve the £irst logloal step. Linda Neville
soupht %o inferm hergelf; then ahe talked, wrote, pled s1th the people
of the State for regognition of her cause. She appoaled o the Kentucky
wadieal Asscciation, the Kentuoky Education Associatlon, the State Ped-
eration of Boren's Clubs, and elmilar groups, anu these organizntions,
pledged thelr support. She spent long bours i her typewrita, compos-
ing for publication articles throbbing with huran intereat snu the im=
perstive of her own conviction. Of this phuse of the work she onde

wroto¥This i Kentucky's problem®. 1 an doling gverything I can to make
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prevention of blindneass an intergal part of every social movement
in the 8Btate. I sm getting wyself invited %o clubs, mlssionary spaleties,
neetings, ni banqueis, and &m insisting on telling #hat 1s going en in
unknown parts of Kentuoky. Sometlses I have been quite disagrecable
about 4%, snd once at a lange meeting 1t was found that 1 nad no righi

to be speaking 4t all, So I had to stop, though I had éver =9 mush pore

= 'l
te 3&8¥.
Br. atucky deciced in 1011 o weke = %rip through the

viginity of Hagzard, in * Bloody Bresthitt®, the wildest ana“killin?at”
part ¢f the Kentuooky rountaing, %o investigate the causes of trachons,
In two uys he exmuined one hundred cases, of which twenty-Pive had
trachoma or sowe pther Infectious dissase of thegyes.lie followed up
the tnvestipgntion with a clinic st Hinusman. Here he exanined four hude
dred persoma , =nd agein twenty-[ive percent were infected.In forsy of
theas cases vision wee hopelessly lmpalred, and wany were totally blind
An lapertant event occursed in 1513, The Untlsu States
Public Health Service detailed Dr. John sdoMullen to make a study of
trachora in the Kentuoky wmountains, Qut of thirt-Iive gountios investie
mbted Dr. wolullen sstimated that there were thirty~three thousand
cngen of trachoms. In Breanthiti County slone, twelve hundrad cusss were
disopvered. The investipgation was folloed by the catablishwent of three
Federal hoaspitals in Kentuoky for trachoms patients of whioh ome,later
at Richmond and now run by the State Board of Health, is still in opere-

tion. :
The years 1317 to 1919 were buway ones for Linde Neville

gnd her helpers. Importaunt Fentucky legiclation was passed regarding
the disecovery and treatmentuaf‘ophthalmia neonatorum ; , and the sale

ofl mgod ﬁlﬁihﬁl pfoducts, which uesuse blindness, The Board of Health
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pioneerinsz Aconinpt Blininess In the Kesutucky Pountains
rzabelle M. lyman

offerred to send free of charge silver nifrute sclution Lo usny of the
gtate's twenty-three bumired midwives who would use 1t in the eyes of
the new-born hables,as protection 2gainst the disease, and & nunber of
rigwiveas responded.( A typed leiter from ome co-operative soul rvoad
®Meur Bles; I em & midsife and o wddow =0 please send xue some grops®,)
During these years olinica were conduocted throughout the nwountains, and
conservetion of vislon classes pegun in louisville for ehildren with
poor eyesizht.By this time Nlss Nevilie w#as at howe on the Legislative
£lsore.: She had learned the triocks of the trads, such as petiing around
recaloitrant comsittoe ohairman by chenging one line of o pill, =nd having
4% submitted to a new cormitteed Once she bad invéigled leadars of three
Tantuveky parties, Demeorsztis, Republlenn and Prograssive, to incorporate
inte their platforws promizes of support for the prevention of hlindness
work; nnd the Repuclienn delepete had even gone %o Chioazo® inetructed® to
bry for o notlonsl plenk.Nesnwhile pamphlets, spasches, axhihits #nd pter =
optican alides tolc the atory of ¥ the blindneass®.,

Linde Neville worked on the ataff of the Azerican Red
Cross fror 1919 %o 1935.In thic capacity ahe wus 8 sort of a wedicsl
John the Baptist, poing ahead and preparing the peopls for the clinieos
to follew.In these clinics the Red Cross , the Unttes Staves Punlic Health
gervice snd the State Board of Health co-pperated,it was ¥ips Neville's
regpensibility in this , bher one =ng cnly®oaying job¥teo arrange all de-
talle of the busiresss Meny times che arrived in the county-neast on mule
bagk, sagon londs of cote, vejelothing and bandeges trsiling in her wake.
ghe would marshali the townspeopls, aweop out the cours house, set W
her cots, and have water houled from the river fTor boiling. Then she
would send mesmengera L0 proclain throughout the country that there wa

going to ve a climie, anc everybouy with eyz ailvents abhould come.
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Plonsaring Arslinet Plindnsas in the Kontucky Mountains

Tsabelle H, ywsn

Thess wepre deus of buser, pathoa, and hard work,Iathe
midet of the busile ,Liscs often tool tias out to W ail ¥inde af johs,

suxh 88 3ittine on & high stool in the office of = looval sditor,heloing

hin sort out type foi She prvinting of elinle pecters ! She discovered
sxtercive

wany eye paslents who needed woref tEastrent than the olinle goula give |

and ae nanagei of the Hountain Fund, she brought a mumber of them back

to lexington with her,

The Fentuoky Legislature in 1930 pagsdd h b1ll creating
a Buresu of Traghoma in the State Department of Jipalth, and appropriade
ing § 15,000 anmually fer the prevention of wlindnssa work.

Wias Reville reiizea frox She Red Cross in 1954,a0 tex
five years of service and was appointed %0 ths Kentueky Board of Oﬂn't-
ties snc Corrections.This vork brewghi her iv close femch ofth the prise
ongreforn aobocls and mental hgsplitals of the State, and she becameé very
suoh interested inm ithe probisg’ of venereal disease,an important cause
of blimdness. Disregardlu® the opprobiuws that was sure %0 f&il,(fmrﬁaa-
cinl disenses”were them only cpoken of in private),she made oppor tunie
ties for hersell 4o ﬁ#lk %o men's mestings and women's oluba 2bout Vee
nereal ﬁiaﬁmaoé she believed that the ministers of the cowmiry wers parte
1y secyonsible for ite spresd, beonuse of ihe sonerel practice of nar;y-
ing persone indiseriminately, without requiring clean billes of health,
She turned to the Episcepel Dloscese of Lexingtea and them to the Xene
tuoky Dloscase of the Episoepal Ghurch .(ber owm domanination),snd see
pureu thelr suppert 1n uniicipetion of a warrises I3l s0on o b sube
mitisy to the Leglelsture. The Diolples of Chriast, & lurge anu {id uatm
tiel cerowination, slso oifersd thelr support..The State Lepglolature
in 1638 passed the bill resuwiring all persous spplylng for warrisge lie-

gense to underge examinations for syphillis anc gonorrhas.
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Isabell M, Lyman

After «hirty years of effors, Linds Neville knows the
gproblow of Liindness in the Kentucky Mowniuine is Wy ne weans solved,
Mer pilencering has helped bring the aitvation 4o iight,and pradually
modorn acalith and couinl asencies ara Wnding hold.Pablic Health nurses
are now ctottered in the mountsin aronmo,verkine slong lines zizilar to
theee of the disirict rurses in tha cities.But for every vatient who
receiven trectzent, at least 2 hundred ought o have it.Some ave kept
from their opportunity bscauge they do not inow that free hospital care
for nountain sufferera exiz t2.0thers svay hama pecause of lotnerzy or
fear; and o fouw probatly =811l believa thet the blindnesa¥isz 2 visitoe
Yion frow God,against which one nost Lot rebel, 8t11) others ars waiting
4t hore while the light grows dic, (becausze 4n 3nita ¢f an additional

propriztlen of twenty-five hundred Zollars by ths State BoardofoHedth)
there 1lan't omoush money %o o eround,

As & nonber pf tha Advisory Com:ittee of the ational

Soolsty for the Prvention of Blindness,viss Weville in April, 18938 ape
rearsd before the Congressional Oomnlttec on Interatote ang Foroigy
Cormerce in Washington, in behalf of the veneresl disense control hill,
She told the vongresaswen, smong other things,2bout David, the litsle
trentyeslix wonths old crphun boy, blinded by an sarly iBfection,

David 1o nov = hesithy, aitractive highly intellipnet
$uonderml chilig¥ aqde Bigs Reville) child sith rosd vromize for the
future; She ftold them that she had ofen lusgined how paronts must
fesld when thelr ohilirern loat thely sight,but now thet she had¥beogae
& xother¥ at sixfy-three, shs realied for the first $iue their anguish,
" It comes over we,* she said thot vy baby is in blind blackness ang

the blindneas sught net to have bssn®.
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Miss Heville vhsiena for the Puure @ howe und muraery

solioel for 1ittle sightiess children ke David,shere they aun bo
thyamw-otmﬂwmhmm-mmm

shew threughutholy sense ef touwh. {'m of hearing adds Mise Neville)

A judge in oné of the mountain sountiss stood en the court

i l-nn ‘ateps omo day Gnd told e poopls in & ey Widy, of MM

m; Toheto m. She Wuﬁn m() _ I -?oua-n,
as she does She Algernen Sydnsy Sulllvan @m. taumgmd by the

New Yorx Southers Sscllety,and .proamw@ her bty the Uniwersity of
gentucky, for eutstanding servise t{}g‘ stats, The inseripticn readsd
* fnd pover yut was saything =0 atlc oo & besndiful ife ,°

b
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Living with “Miss Linda”
now is a boy who doesn’t
realize that he can’t see

By MALCOLM PATTERSON
Wide World Writer _

ISS LINDA NEVILLE of Lexington,
often called “Kentucky’s angel of the

blind,” is rounding out thirty-three years
of work for the prevention and cure of
blindness among the state’s indigents by
centering her attention upon what she
fondly calls a by-product of that labor.

Miss Neville explained her new interest
as the “branching out of an old maid—
I'm 69, you know—from the work I've
followed for years.”

The by-product is sturdy, red-headed
6-year-old David Neville DeVary, Eastern
Kentucky boy who doesn’t know his eyes
are sightless. He was taken to her home
in Lexington by Miss Neville after his
indigent mother died.

“I call him a by-product because the
principal work of our ‘mountain fund’
deals with the preventing or curing of
trachoma, that dreaded eye disease, rather
than the care of the blind,” she said.

David is the first child she has taken
to rear in the three-story red brick house.
although hundreds of others have been
given care there for short periods. Little
Johanna Pennington, 12-year-old blind
girl who attends the Kentucky School
for the Blind in Louisville, just arrived
at “Miss Linda’s” for her vacation.

Miss Neville says she “Just fell into the
work for the blind after bemg shocked
by the need for it while on a pleasure
trip through the Kentucky mountains in
1908.” Returning home, she discussed
with friends the plight of poverty-stricken

i , blind people in the mountains, and shortly
afterward, with a $25 donation of a friend,
she started the “mountain fund.”

Miss Neville said she never had to
worry about personal finances since her
father, the late John H. Neville, Uni-
versity of Kentucky professor (a U. of K.

{) building bears his name), “was a good
provider, so we always had enough to
E live on.”

“The mountain fund’s only requirement
was and is that the person needing treat-
ment be indigent, which we annually de-
termine with the aid of county officials,”

§ explained Miss Neville, She asserted she
started “fromgscratch,” having had no
. x training in welfare work.

“I was taught by private tutors until I
entered what was then Kentucky Uni-
versity, which I left to go to Bryn Mawr,
where I was graduated in 1895.”

HE then became engaged in welfare
work but had no special interests until
she .started to work with and for the
blind. For five years she was also a Red
Cross field representative, specializing in
trachoma clinics. She remained free, how-
ever, to carry on her mountain fund in-
dependently. The fund then was supported
by contributions from private citizens.
“Much of my work then consisted of
propagandizing for the blind cause
and lobbying for it,” Miss Neville said.
In 1914, she and friends drafted a bill
to require reports to the State Board of
Health on babies with diseased eyes. She
heard that a legislator intended to intro-

She's Kentucky's Angel of the Blind

David, the 6-year-old blind boy whom Miss Linda Neville has taken into
her home, sits upon her lap to hear a story. Twe playmates also listen.

duce a bill for the protection of hogs.

“1 went to him before the bill was to
come up and asked him to mention the
cause of the blind while speaking for his
bill. He did, and both bilis were passed.”

For years, as treasurer and manager of
the fund, Miss Neville said, she never
had more than $1,000 at one time for
operating expenses. “However,” she
added, “hospitals gave us reduced prices
for beds, doctors gave free medical serv-
ices; railroads, and later bus lines, gave
us passes for indigent patients.”

Since 1934, the state legislature has
appropriated money to supplement her
private fund, starting with $1,000 and in-
creasing the annual amount to $2,500 in
1935 and thereafter. This additional
money is used to pay hospital and med-
ical bills and fo buy eyeglasses and
artificial eyes,

Several years ago Miss Neville quit
traveling and today carries on her work
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by telephone, telegraph and mail from
the office in her home.

Today David has the run of the house
and spacious grounds, site of the home
where Miss Neville was born in 1873.

Since -David is 6, he has started to
“school” with Miss Neville teaching him
braille and occasionally taking him to
kindergarten. She bought two braille
typewriters for him and Johanna the
week before sales were frozen. He also
is receiving music lessons. His piano
teacher says he’ll have perfect pitch.

Miss Neville was talking when the
chubby youngster, clad in a bathing suit,
ran into the room and exclaimed:

“Mama Linda, I smell smoke!” =

“You have a visitor, David,’ she ex-
plained. “It’s his cigarette.” Then in an
aside she added, “I know I'll have to tell
him he’s blind, but I hope to put that off
as long as possible, and teach him all I
can, so he will better understand.”
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"s"-'-old, homeless, |
x ﬂ{/w@k

| ss, fatherless and blind—a
aby is holding out .his arms ap-
pealingly to the citizens of Lexing-
ton, asking not for a fair chance—
| just for half a chance to live and
enjoy life, -

The infant is being cared for at
the home of Miss Linda Neville, 722
west Main street who has given 28
Years of her life to succoring those
threatened by blindness. She is ask- |
|ing the

care of in other >
i\l Impressed by the pathetic Pposition
‘| which the chilg holds, Charles N.

Manning, bresident of the Security
T'rust Company, has- agreed to
handle a trust fund for it. So, more
fortunate citizens of Lexington—and |
all who have their sight are more
fortunate—are asked to contribute|
Wwhatever they can

afford to provide |
Some of the comforts of life for the |

ways.
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‘[ Paby is holding out his arms ap-:;‘
pealingly to the citizens of Lexing-
‘ton, asking not for a fair chance—
| just for half a chance to live and |
enjoy life, :
The infant is being cared for at|
the home of IMijsg Linda Nevi}le, 722

west Main street who has given 28
Years of her life to i

|ing the people of _.E‘air

4 ette county |
“land cenfral Kentu'_cky

to donate ." -
; trust fund
} for this blind child, the fi

by the pathetic bosition |
which the child holds, Charles N.
Manning, bresident of the Security |
T'rust Company, has- agreed to
handle a trust fund for it, So, more |
fortunate citizens of i

Checks should be made _
the Security Trust Company,

In her 28 years of work to pre-|
vent blindness among the children
and adults of Kentucky, this is the
| first child Miss Neville has hagq to|
| ask the people of the state to sup-
port. Occasiona]ly, she has had chil-
dren whose sight could not pe saved, |
but in every brevious instance there
| were loving mothers and fathers to
{take care of the child A
them loving attention it not the|
most scientific care.

ot so in this instance. The | ;!' T e
mother of the baby Miss Neville is |
y

now caring for died when he wags
only two days old. When he was
| four days old, his father abandoned |
{all claim to him and three other |
children. He has not inquired abo_ut
the child since, according to Miss
Neville. At that time, the child had
not developed any symptoms of|
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Way In Kentucky Assembly

By Frederick Jackson

David, Miss Linda Neville’s blind
baby, was four years old Wednes-
day. He celebrated his birthday by
going to “see” the “Wizard of Oz,”
and since has been singing lustily
(and tunetully) several of its songs.

At two days old, he had no moth-
{ er, no home, no money and no sight.
Today, at four, David has his foster
{ mother who can’'t imagine living
{ without him; home, friends, much
1 happiness—but still no sight. How-
| ever, it’s astounding the things that
\pblind baby knows and does.

With the manners of a Chester-
field, he ushered into the “parior”
of Miss Linda's home the two news-
papermen. “Mr. Fred Jackson, sit

ere,” he invited as he set a chair.
;}‘Mr. Alex Bower, please have this

Y.

Miss Linda Neville and David

chair,” he suggested to the news
photographer who was to take his
picture—a business David knew

nothing about, although his life has
been chronicled pictorally for na-
tional release in econnection with
aid for the blind.

From then on, it was David's
party. He danced, he sang, he
romped, he talked, he rode his
dump truck, he invited his guests
to see his books and interested him-
self in his guests’ comfort. When
one of us left the room, he instant-
ly sensed it and asked, “Where is
that other man? What is he doing?”

At the conclusion of the ecall,
David not only showed us to the
door with grace and courtesy, but
insisted that we come Eack when-
ever we could and expressed inter-~
est in the type automobile we had
come in.

Miss Linda said she was astound-
ed at times at David’s knowledge—
his vocabulary, his proper use of
words and his general interest.
Red-headed, sturdy and handsome,
the boy, despite tis blindness, has
come a long way from that day
four years ago when his mother
died.

David undoubtedly has “an ear
for music,” Miss Linda has been
advised by Lexington musicians
who . have interested themselves in
his musical future. He loves his

phonograph records, knows many

Blind David Celebrates Fourth Birthday
By Going To See The “Wizard Of Oz"

songs and enjoys band, orchestra
and instrumental musiec.

Because she feared he might dis-
turb others at a University of Ken-
tucky concert last Sunday after-
noon, Miss Linda left the violin
recital when David fretted and be-

came resfless. Their departure im-
mediately brought up the question,
“Should the blind boy be deprived
of whatever enjoyment he might
have got out of the concert?”

Artist Unruffled

The artist, Joseph Knitzer, bril-
liant young violinist, said he was
not disturbed by the occurrence.
“There is no room for temperament
in a musician except in his musiec,
I was not distracted by the child.
Now, learning from you that he was
blind, I emphatically insist that he
should have been allowed to remain
in the audience, gaining what pleas-
ure he could from the music.”

Miss Linda said she did not want
David to disturb other music-lov-
ers and frequently sat at the rear
of a concert or theater in order that
they might make a quiet departure
if he became restless.

“David will surely know that not
to see is to be different from other
children; that not fo see is often,
oh, so often, to stay still while
other children run and skip and
jump; that not te see is to learn
about the immediate surroundings
by a slow fingering of every object;
that not to see means to stumble,

to fall and to get hurt,” Miss Linda
said in discussing the future of the
baby. “I want David to live on. Is
that unselfishness in me? Will the
burden of life prove too heavy for
him? I think not.

“David’s beautiful body is strong,
his health is almost perfect, his
mind is fine, he has a keen sense of
humor, a loving heart and his very
soul is filled with music. He has in
him many of the elements that
make for true happiness, the hap-
piness of the spirit. I believe he
has been set apart for a mission
more beautiful than I can envisage.
His mission, as I faintly see if, will
be with happy tread to follow God’s
leading through the long, dark
way, giving courage to others if
they are blind., And, too, his mis~
sion will be to stimulate those of
us who can see in order that we
may do.our best to prevent every-.
wkere the great affliction of blind-
ness.

“At the age of 66, I cannot hope
to be here with David 'so very many
years. Therefore, { appreciate deep-
ly whatever help is given for David
and other blind in Kentucky. After
30 years of work, I am chagrined
at the paucity of opportunities for
the prevention of blindness in Ken-
tucky.”






