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4th of July i}
Jefferson Ciyy
Denver City

Dear Pa

I have never since leaving home written as full an acct of our
progress etc as I would like to have done and as probably would interest
you but we have been in a continual turmoil or on the road all the time
and it was impossible, I intended to write from O Fallin's Bluff the last
U.5. Post Office but met with a severe accident the morning of our arrival
there which placed me "Hors(7?] de combat”,

Shortly after I wrote to Ma with my left hand and sent it by a
Go Back™ to the Office, That was on my birthday., Since then we have
progressed as rapidly as we are able to travel, Have not lost a single
one, Had no very serious break down and arrived safely in this famous
City of Denver yesterday Eve. To show with what regularity we traveled,,K
we sent Bachus and Whitney ahead from the eastern part of the Ty (territory)
and told them to prospect etc and meet us in Denver on the 3rd of July
and spend the 4th there with us, When the 3rd came, here we were, Backus
met us here, He selected a cdaim in Greggory Diggings and Whitmey is now
there making the necessary preparations for our machinery, Berry has proved
a scoundrel, Borrowed all the money and provigions he could and decamped,
He has no claims thare and his Father and Brother and Browning are flat
on their backs, They have gone to hunt him up. We met on the road retumning
to America an average of 35 trains a day for three weeks and I suppose
each wagon averaged 3 men, The stampede has been tremendous, Flagler
we met a week ago, He proncunced the whole thing a humbug,., Our men became
rotten and at one time we expected a split, Not more than 2 would have
stuck to us, Nearly all have become no account at least to us, Excuse the
disorder of subjects as I dot down what ever accurs first., From present
appearances our prospects are good, But none of us but B, and W, have
been to the mountains, We start tomorrow, Denver is a little ahead of
anything I ever saw, About 1500 houses all new and 7 or 800 camps. There
is gold here and every merchant has gold scales on hig counter to weigh
the dust in return for goods, An Assay office is building, U,.S. P, Office
is nearly finished of Brick much larger than that of Burlington., I was
and am much disappointed that no one at home has written to me here, All
around us have recd 3 to 6 letters and our worthy Captain and myself are
without a word from home, My wish is better, This is the first time I have
taken my arm out of a sling and it now pains me, but I hope soon that it
will be well for a cripple in the mines is a nuigsance, I learn from a letter
£xem- White redd that Uncle Gus is with you, I regret not seeing him in
Burlington for I never supposed that he would come there, How long did he
stay etc? I suppose Hendersons{?) letter in the Hawk Eye made a stir among
you all and created a laugh among outsiders at our folly. "But let those
laugh who win", Fourth of July is being celebrated here much as it would
be at home, orations, reading of Declaration etc, Fire crackers and powder
seem abundant and whiskeyletc not very scarce. Billy Clark is here, Says
he has made some money and will make more. The St Louis crushers are a
failure, will not work at all - 35 miles to ocur location. The mountains
are 15 miles from here but look about 200 yards., Have seen tham in the
distance for a week, Write by U.S, Mail as I believe that goes into op-
eration on 15 and send to Mountain City, Jefferson Ty, As scon as I can I
will be more lengthy., If Uncle Gus still with you, remember me affectionly
to him, We send this batch of letters together because it saves postage on
this end though it will cost something on the other, As I told Sister before
leaving "Mum is the watchword®, Lét people think we are fooled,

Affct Youyr son JFH Jr.



Mountaim City -~ Kansas Ty,
Sunday Aug, 1%th 1860

Dear Ma

I believe I have written to all at home except perhaps yourself
since my arrival in the mountains, I Pecd, the long letter of yours and
Sister's about a week ago. From it I learned mmch that was going on at
home, 1 wrote to Sister about two weeks ago since which time I have been
too busy to weild a pen, Night before last the lst U,S, Mail arrived, It
is tri-weekly to Denver and weekly to this place, I hope it is a per-
manent institution tho' some doubt it, I will however gend this letter
by it. Please let me know of its arrival and the time it makes, When I
last wrote you we were just about starting the Mill or had just started
it, We ran a week, tho', but 5 or & hours a day. Making in all 60 hours
and did not pay expenmes, On Monday we started again but Tuesday Mor,
part of our machinery broke and stopped everything, We had a prospect
of a failr run and expected to do Jomething better than the waek before,
The part of machinery broken was what is termed the Spur Wheel, Not an-
other was to be procured in the mountains and no: Foundry nearer than
the Mo, River, So we set to work to mend the broken one, Which we were
siccessful il doing tho' it took from Tuesday Mor, to last night, I think
it is now stronger than when first turned out by Mr. Hendrie, Howeyer we
cannot tell and have ordered another. When a&hs aocident occures out here,
vou have to rely entirely upon your own ingenuby to remedy it; for nothing
is to be had outside of your own stock, The Quartz Co, For wham we ars
exushing think had we not broken down the yield would have been a good
one, We will get fairly to going tomorrow, Water is scarce and we have
not baen able to securs encugh to keep the machine agoing.day and night
but are now sinking another well which we think will furnish us with
enough. Young, a carpen@iler from Burlington, Kentuck, and Garland took
the contract for our mill building and have now up ané partially roofed
a very comfortable looking frame, about 25 by 35 in size, I say camfiort-
able, but only prospectively so, for it is not yet enclosed., But any thing
thht has the shape of a house looks comfortable to us who have lived
upon the road, out doors and in wagons for nearly 4 months, We have too
the prospect of again eleeping indoors, The house we have Had build is
of logs 22 by 28, two stories high. It is not yet roofedin, nor has it
been *chunked and daubed,” Nothing further than to build the walls has
baen done, tho' we hope in two weeks to move in,, It is situated upon our
Mill lot, in the rear of the Mill very convenient to it, The plan ig to
have a door in the middle of the end (which is the front) leading into
a store room, to the right of which is an office and back of the office a
closet, This is separated from the Kitchen which is back of the whols,
and has no connection with it except by a deor for the Co's use in going
to meals, From the Kitchen,stairs assend to the second story, which is
divided into 3 rooms the larger one above the Kitchen for the cook and
such hired men as we are compelled to keep, The front rooms are for the
Co, In the office, or batween the office and the closet of which I spoke
there is to be a bed for the Secy that he may guard the diamonds, and
gold and other wvaluables of the Burlington Crushing Ceo, ~ if they ever
get any-~ Our bedstands will be of home manufacture and our chairs will be
£f stools, made of pine blocks, Had we been able to get Army racks or
3t:ce3.a or whatever they called, as Pa suggested they would be very ser—
véable now, Tho' I fear thay wml& have been broken up before reaching
the Mountains, Our wall will nsither be plastered or papered, nor hung
with fine engravings. They will be ag iz everything else ocut here, of pine,



This is certainly a "wooden county” don‘*t you think so, Jno. White has
built a smoke stack for our Mill that would do him credit had it been

in his shop at home, Here he had nothing but a pine log to give it shape,
Geo, Rand left this mor. for the Valley near Denver,” where he will re-
main for a few weeks to try and regain his health, if not successful he will
return to Burlington, I think you will hear of him there very shortly.

He had better have “left well enough alone®and remained at what he was
doing, I know had I been making anything more than a living there I

would never have seen Pikes Peak as it is called in the States tho' Pikes
Peak . is a hundred miles from here, I however am satisfied to remain if

we make money, and make it we will I think, It can be made here and others
do it, Why not @We? My report of our next clean up will be somewhat more
satisfactory and encouraging, I have no doubl, I saved a little of ocur
first earnings to distribute among the folks at home, But until the mail
is more regular I do not deem it safe to send it. We have never recd. a
Hawkeye or paper of any kind, Send if you please a Cazette, that I may see
if the H,Eys is sent or whether it is delivered here and sold by the P.M,
to news Dealers, which I sxpect is the case as we hear of Hawhkeyes in the
mines, but get none oursalves, This week we have missed our regular lstter
from home, which is a privation for which there is no substitute, which as
I said in my last, the less you put upon the envelope the better, I wrote
to Flora last Sunday in reply to the letter I recd., from her at Rem(?@
We will not send a train back this fall. As to the pockeks ete, Sister
asked about all right, I wish instead of check I had gotten all flannel
shirts, nothing but thick clothing is useful here where we are now in the
middle of August sleep under mwore cover than we do at home in mid winter,
As %o linen shirts I have not worn one since I left home and dof not expect
to t1ll I leave the mountains, How iz the health of Pa and yourself? Where
has Pa his §Efdfge now? Did Ridgely Graham come in time? Whare is Mr.
Roberteon's ofifdie? Give my lowve to Belle and ask her if she is ready to
go to “Pikes Peak™, Tell her she must get her wagon ready hitch in the old
cow and when I come home I will show hex how to drive hexy, Our oid cow
followgfled all the way and we did not have any trouble in driving ete,
Give love to sister, Sister Kate, Lucy, George and all and believe me
affectionately your son J,F.H. Jr. ,

I do not suppose any of the litkile ones will forget me unless it be Nellie,
How to make her remembey me ¥ don*t know, , .

Tell sister I would have written her a birthday letter had I not been
engaged all the week, The Sunday before I did write to her,



Mountain City
Sunday Aug,26th 1860

Dear Pa

The letters from home of 8th, inst were recd, yesterday mor, They
the first we had recd, for two mr three weeks, At the same time we got
a Hawk@ye the only paper we have recd, since we left the MoRiver, I
wrote to Ma. last week by U.S., Mail. Your letters of the 8th came by it,
I have now no further information to convey than in my last, You say you
“have no doubt the gold is here,but it may cost more than it comes to to
get it." This may be the case, I am not yet able to &ay it does or does
nog. Certain it is it costs nearly all it is worth, We have not yet ¢lean-
ed up last weeks work, I think nearly all our teamsters will go home,
Jno, Martin, Garland, Jack May, Dudley Hutchingonnand Tom Henderson.
The latter starts next Tuesday the 28th, He says he will be in Burlington,
I send by him some specimens of Gold and Quartz, The first is a deminutive
package, The latter makes a larger bundle, still of less ¥alue, In it
there is also a Larriette which I got of an INdian on the plains, which
I wish preserved, Alsc a pet which I caught and bottled, while on the
Platte, That yvou might more easily distinguish between the Quartz, I put
the several pieces in different papers and marked them,
A, We do not know whether it is Iron, Copper, Telurium or what,
B. Is from the Buwis Lead, pays about $200 to the cord, Iron, Copper, and
Gold are its components, Considered wery pretty Quartz ocut here,
C. is some of what we have been crushing from the Shanks lead just above
our mill on Quartz Hill as it is called, It is one of two Kinds dug from
the same hole, The shaft is I suppose 20 ft, deep,
D. is the other of which there is much the most, yeilds $40 to the cord.
E. Is from the Stewart Lead, The dark is Blossom rock, which is found
upon the gurface indicating the location of the lead, It has been burnt
at some past time and all the metal melted ocut and run into that below,
The light is the Quartz below, This is the large bundle, We all huwve
c¢laims upon this lead, It is 5 milez from here, on Iowa Hill, Hawkeye
Distance,
F, is from Clay Co. lead, other ore mixed with it, The Gold is visiable
in it, So much verdegris in it, that the Quicksilver will not take it up
when crushed, Tho' wvery rich it is useless for the want of some means to
separate the gold from the gquartz., Thig is a present to me from the
Proprietor, who we call *0ld Windy“snd I send on my individual acct,
The balance is a joint collection of Dr. G. R. and myself.
G, iz from the Grinnell Lead, the best paying lead in the mountainz at
present, yields from $200 to $600 to the Cord, We have not been able to
get any of the quartz to crush, 5o much iron with it that it is almost
impossible to save the gold, The iron forming a coating over the mercury
so that the gold will not amalgamate. Still it can be done,
H, Specimen, not rich, from Sucker Lead just above us,
I, Platte River Pebles for Ma to put upon her gravel walk
J. The Bottled pet of which I spoke, this give to McClune with my respects
ete,
I told #hom Henderson to go to your sdiides and deliver the package, and
also to take posmsession of my old room while he remained in Burlington.
He can and will answer all guestions you may profound, He expects to go
through to the River in 20 days. Please show the specimens to Me, and
give him those marked for him, This is all the gold I have washed or
panned, $200 of that being from the mill, I would be glad could I say



when we will see you all again., Tell sister,now that the U8, Mails

iz running, If I _can stand it and the fare is reduced from $75 to 25 by
winter, I entend”take a Christmas and New Years dinner with her and be
back in a week there after, Though this can not be done unless matters
brighten up considerablyg. I would send some specimens to Sister Kate but
“Capt, H." has some for that purpose, We just saved out enough to g0
round the two households, Part of the Quartz does balong to her. Jno
White also sends some to his wife which may be left with fou, It was

a mistake about his going with Ray and €., I learn that Mrs, Remicks
brother - 8y Cameron - will return in a few days., I have not seen him
though he has been here, V

We have not yet obtained water in the well we are digging. I have fed
the stamp for two weeks and my hands are now as hard as if I had been

a grannyman all my life, My back scmetimes nearly gives ocut and my hands
get blistered and harden, but I think of the reward that ought to be,

if it 48 not in store and I persevere, There is sometimes a little mass—
ing among all hands but I believe “Capt H, and myself get along better
with one another and with each member of the Co. than any other one or
two in it, The whole amount of it is they are not @ll guite of the right
stripe and were never intended for the Rocky Mountains, Col, Backus
and Whitney are very good on a Railroad, but they were mery much mistaken
when they formed the opimion that a Quartz Mil)l 'was a Locomotive, Jno.
White is a first rate Tinner, can"t be beat ,But a Quartz Mill is not a
Tin Shop. Geo. Rand is not worth the fodder he ate voming out and though
for a time he was in poor health, when he(was well he amocunted to nothinea,
Suppose he is at the Mo.R. by this time. If he is not, I hope he will be
soon., You may say or think that a Quartz Mill is not a Doctors Shop or
Lawyers Office and maybe it isn"t, I .-think likely.

Maybe Young- Father, Brother, -of Husband of the Miss Youngs, in Mrs,
Nealley's building will start for the States Monday week, A great many
are leaving, some to return in ‘the Bpring and some never, Tell sister
I don®t know what I want in the clothing line or whether I want anything,
and the prices are very high, freight from the States is 12%¢ making it
cheaper to buy here than to have brought out, We are as she supposes
located in a Gulch,low down as we could be, Mountains all around. Have
not seen the sun set ‘since we got within 75 miles of Denver and have
not seen it rise since we came into the mountains. The location of the
Mill is a bad one, and shows the poor judgment of Backus and whitney,
The former has that reputation at home, but we were not disposed to
believe it then.\It is certainly the most dreary and gloomy region I
was ever in. Though if Money can be got, I could stand it,

1 saw Mr, Berry yesterday, he lcoks badly, says he will stay all winter.
Innes is on the Arkansas and 8o ig Charlie who tho' he knows his Father
48 here has not been to see him, McDonald from the *Crystal Falace
Livery is out here, L,P, Reed is about a % mile down the Gulch, surface
mining, He says it pays, Morrison who used to team in Burlington is
teaming here,jever have seen or heard of old man Hendricks,

There has been a new discovery near Ft.larimie, said to be of aston-
ishing richness, can't say, Charlie Berry wrote you remember that when
4 man passed the Mo.River he never again told the truth, Such verily
seems to be the case, He lied and almost every one dése out here., There
are 23 Mills above us in the Gulch, Anocther went up a day or two ago,
There are five below us, to the mouth and in Greggorys and ad Joining
Gulches, the first of which this runs into,there are about 75 or 100,

1 saw some Tomatoes brought from the valley yesterday selling at $1
per Dz, Potatoes 75¢ per 1b, Cucumbers 10¢ a piece.



Tell sister I have no store, as Mr,., Blakely reporte. I wish I had.
I never knew till your last letter that the colts werelost, How did it
oceur?

You perhaps h’ire an idea how great our trouble is with Mercury. In the
first place it is not entirely pure, and then if a particle of grease
be upon a pan, or on your fingers, or on the fingers of somecone near by
who does not know about it and like a Ninny sticks his fingers in, or
if the lantern drops a little or the machinery spatters it, every thing
is ruined and must be again purified, I notice a B. C, C. letter in the
Hawkeye we got but do not seée Mr, Blakely's Gulch Gold is worth $2 per oz
more than Retorted Gold here, Curs is said to be the finest retorted gold
vet seen here, equal to coin and we are offered more at the Bank than
anyone else, Speaking of the Bank the firm is Turner and Hobbs,., A brother
of Dr., Hobbs of Bloomington, With Preat love to all I am affectionately
your son, Jno.¥, H, Jr.
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I have never since leaving home written as full an acct of our
progress etc as I would like to have done and as probably would interest
you but we have been in a continual turmoil or on the road all the time
and it was impossible. I intended to write from O Fallin's Bluff the last
U.S. Post Office but met with a severe accident the morning of our arrival
there which placed me "Hors(?) de combat".

Shortly after I wrote to Ma with my left hand and sent it by a
"Go Back" to the Office, That was on my birthday. Since then we have
progressed as rapidly as we are able to travel. Have not lost a single
one, Had no very serious break down and arrived safely in this famous
City of Denver yesterday Eve, To show with what regularity we traveled,
we sent Bachus and Whithey ahead from the eastern part.of the Ty (territory)
and told them to prospect etc and meet us in Denver,on-the 3rd of July
and spend the 4th there with us, When the 3rd came,here we were, Backus
met us here, He selected a cdaim in Greggory Diggings and Whitmey is now
there making the necessary preparations for our machinery, Berry has proved
a scoundrel, Borrowed all the money and provisions he could and decamped,
He has no claims thare and his Father and Brother and Browning are flat
on their backs, They have gone t Bunt him' up. We met on the road retumning
to America an average of 35 E%Efﬁgia day (for three weeks and I suppose
each wagon averaged 3 men. The stampede  has been tremendous, Flagler
we met a week ago. He pronounced the whole thing a humbug, Our men became
rotten and at one time we expected a ‘split, Not more than 2 would have
stuck to us. Nearly all have become .no account at least to us., Excuse the
disorder of subjects as I dot down“what ever accurs first. From present
appearances our prospects are good., But none of us but B, and W, have
been to the mountains, We start‘ tomorrow. Denver is a little ahead of
anything I ever saw, About X500 houses all new and 7 or 800 camps, There
is gold here and every merchant has gold scales on his counter to weigh
the dust in return for/goeds. An Assay office is building, U,S. P, Office
is nearly finished of Brick much larger than that of Burlington, I was
and am much disappointed that no one at home has written to me here, All
around us have recd"3-to 6 letters and our worthy Captain and myself are
without a word ffom“home, My wish is better, This is the first time I have
taken my arm out of a sling and it now pains me, but I hope soon that it
will be well for a cripple in the mines is a nuisance. I learn from a letter
Evem~ White redd that Uncle Gus is with you., I regret not seeing him in
Burlington for I never supposed that he would come there. How long did he
stay etc? I suppose Hendersons(?) letter in the Hawk Eye made a stir among
you all and created a laugh among outsiders at our folly. "But let those
laugh who win", Fourth of July is being celebrated here much as it would
be at home, orations, reading of Declaration etc, Fire crackers and pouder
seem abundant and whiskey etc not very scarce. Billy Clark is here, Says
he has made some money and will make more., The St Louis crushers are a
failure, will not work at all - 35 miles to our location. The mountains
are 15 miles from here but look about 200 yards., Have seen tham in the
distance for a week., Write by U.S. Mail as I believe that goes into op-
eration on 15 and send to Mountain City, Jefferson Ty, As soon as I can I
will be more lengthy. If Uncle Gus still with you, remember me affectionly
to him., We send this batch of letters together because it saves postage on
this end though it will cost something on the other. As I told Sister before

leaving "Mum is the watchword". Let people think we are fooled,
Affct Your son JFH Jr.
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Mountaim City - Kansas Ty.
" Sunday Aug. 1l9th 1860

Dear Ma
I believe I have written to all at home except perhaps yourself

since my arrival in the mountains, I Fecd, the long letter of yours and
Sister's about a week ago. From it I learned much that was going on at
home, I wrote to Sister about two weeks ago since which time I have been
too busy to weild a pen, Night before last the lst U,S, Mail arrived, It
is tri-weekly to Denver and weekly to this place. I hope it is a per-
manent institution tho' eome doubt it, I will however send this letter

by it, Please let me know of its arrival and the time it makes, When I
last wrote you,we were just about starting the Mill or had just started
it, We ‘'ran a week, tho', but 5 or 6 hours a day. Making in all 60 hours
and did not pay expenzes, On Monday we started again but Tuesday Mor.
part of our machinery broke and stopped everything, We had a prospect

of a fair run and expected to ao Jomething better than the week before,
The part of machinery broken was what is termed the Spur Wheel, Not an-
other was to be procured in the mountains and no Foundry nearer than

the Mo, River, So we set to work to mend the broken one, Which we were
silccessful im doing tho' it took frrom luesday Mor, to last night., 1 think
cannot tell and have ordered another, When ah" accident occures out here,
you have to rely entirely upon your own ingenuty to remedy it, for nothing
is to be had outside of your own stock. The Quartz Co, For whom we are
crushing think had we not broken down,the yvield would have been a good
one, We will get fairly to going tomorrow, Water is scarce and we have
not been able to secure enough to keep the machine agoing,day and night
but are now sinking another well which we think will furnish us with
enough, Young, a carpenfler from Burlington, Kentuck, and Garland took
the contract for our mill building and have now up and partially roofed

a very comfortable looking frame, about 25 by 35 in size, I say comfort-
able, but only prospectively so, for it is not yet enclosed, But any thing
that has the shape of a house looks comfortable to us who have lived
upon the road, out doors and in wagons for nearly 4 months. We have, toog
the prospect of again sleeping indoors., The house we haveg #Had build is

of logs 22 by 28, two stories high, It is not yet roofedin, nor has it
been "chunked and daubed," Nothing further than to build the walls has
been done, tho' we hope in two weeks to move in,.,., It is situated upon our
Mill lot, in the rear of the Mill very convenient to it, The plan is to
have a door in the middle of the end (which is the front) leading into

a store room, to the right of which is an office and back of the office a
closet, This is separated from the Kitchen which is back of the whole,
and has no connection with it except by a door for the Co's use in going
to meals., From the Kitchen,stairs assend to the second story, which is
divided into 3 rooms the larger one above the Kitchen for the cook and
such hired men as we are compelled to keep, The front rooms are for the
Co, In the office, or between the office and the closet of which I spoke
there is to be a bed for the Secy that he may guard the diamonds, and
gold and other valuables of the Burlington Crushing Co, - if they ever
get any- Our bedstands will be of home manufacture and our chairs will be
#f stools, made of pine blocks., Had we been able to get Army racks or
stools or whatevef?ﬁhey called, as Pa suggested they would be very ser-
~védble now, Tho!' I fear they would have been broken up before reaching
the Mountains, Our wallswill neither be plastered or papered, nor hung
with fine engravings. They will be as is everything else out here, of pine,



This is certainly a "wooden county” don't you think so, Jno, White has
built a smoke stack for our Mill that would do him credit had it been

in his shop at home. Here he had nothing but a pine log to give it shape,
Geo. Rand left this mor. for the Valley near Denver, where he will re-
main for a few weeks to try and regain his health, if not successful he will
return to Burlington, I think you will hear of him there very shortly.

He had better have "left well enough alone"and remained at what he was
doing, I know had I been making anything more than a living there I

would never have seen Pikes Peak as it is called in the States tho' Pikes
Peak is a hundred miles from here, I however am satisfied to remain if

we make money,  and make it we will I think, It can be made here and others
do it, Why not My report of our next clean up will be somewhat more
satisfactory and encouraging, I have no doubt, I saved a little of our
first earnings to distribute among the folks at home, But until the mail
is more regular I do not deem it safe to send it, We have never recd., a
Hawkéye or paper of any kind, Send if you please a Gazette, that I may see
if the H,Eye is sent or whether it is delivered here and sold the P.M,
to news Dealers, which I expect is the case as we hear of Hawg| yves in the
mines, but get none ourselves., This week we have missed our regular letter
from home, which is a privation for which there is no substitute, which as
I said in my last, the less you put upon the envelope the better, I wrote
to Flora last Sunday in reply to the letter I recd{ 'from her at Reamey (?)
We will not send a train back this fall, As to the pockets etc, Sister
asked about all right, I wish instead of checkl I had gotten all flannel
shirts, nothing but thick clothing is useful-here where we are now in the
middle of August sleep under more cover than “we do at home in mid winter,
As to linen shirts I have not worn one since I left home and do# not expect
to till I leave the mountains, How is.the “health of Pa and yourself? Where
has Pa his office now? Did Ridgely Grdgham come in time? Where is Mr.
Robertson's office? Give my love to (Belle and ask her if she is ready to
go to "Pikes Peak", Tell her she must get her wagon ready, hitch in the old
cow and when I come home I will.show her how to drive her#g. Our old cow
followered all the way and we ‘did not have any trouble in driving etc,
Give love to sister, Sister Kate, Lucy, George and all and believe me
affectionately your son J,F H., Jr.

I do not suppose any of the little ones will forget me unless it be Nellie,
How to make her remember ‘me I don't know,

Tell sister I would have written her a birthday letter had I not been
engaged all the week, ' The Sunday before I did write to her.
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Mountain City
Sunday Aug,26th 1860

Dear Pa

The letters from home of 8th, inst were recd, yesterday mor, They
the first we had recd., for two mr three weeks, At the same time we got
a Hawkéye the only paper we have recd, since we left the MoRiver. I
wrote to Ma, last week by U.S. Mail, Your letters of the 8th came by it,
I have now no further information to convey than in my last, You say you
"have no doubt the gold is here,but it may cost more than it comes to to
get it,.,” This may be the case, I am not yet able to &ay it does or does
nog, Certain it is it costs nearly all it is worth, We have not yet clean~
ed up last weeks work, I think nearly all our teamsters will go home,
Joo., Martin, Garland, Jack May, Dudley Hutchinson-and Tom Henderson,
The latter starts next Tuesday the 28th, He says he will be in Burlington,
I send by him some specimens of Gold and Quartz. The first is a deminutive
package. Fhe latter makes a larger bundle, still of less value, In it
there is also a Larriette which I got of an INdian on the plains, which
I wish preserved. Also a pet which I caught and bottled, while on the
Platte, That you might more easily distinguish between the Quartz, I put
the several pieces in different papers and marked them,
A, We do not know whether it is Iron, Copper, Telurium or what.
B. Is from the Buwis Lead, pays about $200 to the cord, Iron, Copper, and
Gold are its components, Considered very pretty Quartz out here,
C. is some of what we have been crushing from the Shanks Lead just above
our mill on Quartz Hill as it is called, It is one of two kinds dug from
the same hole, The shaft is I suppose 20 ft, deep. _
D, is the other of which there is much the most, yeilds $40 to the cord,
E. Is from the Stewart Lead, The dark is Blossom rock, which is found
upon the surface indicating the location of the lead, It has been burnt
at some past time and all the metal melted out and run into that below,
The light is the Quartz below, This is the large bundle, We all have
claims upon this lead. It is 5 miles from here, on Iowa Hill, Hawkéye
Distance,
F. is from Clay Co. lead, other ore mixed with it. The Gold is visiable
in it, So much verdegris in it, that the Quicksilver will not take it up
when crushed, Tho' very rich it is useless for the want of some means to
separate the gold from the quartz. This is a present to me from the
Proprietor, who we call "0ld Windy"and I send on my individual acct.
The balance is a joint collection of Dr., G. R. Apd myself,
G, is from the Grinnell Lead, the best paying lead in the mountains at
present, yields from $200 to $600 to the Cord, We have not been able to
get any of the quartz to crush., So much iron with it that it is almost
impossible to save the gold., The iron forming a coating over the mercury
so that the gold will not amalgamate, Still it can be done,
H, Specimen, not rich, from Sucker Lead just above us,
I, Platte River Pebles for Ma to put upon her gravel walk
J. The Bottled pet of which I spoke, this give to McClune with my respects
etc,
I told ®hom Henderson to go to your office and deliver the package, and
also to take possession of my o0ld room while he remained in Burlington,
He can and will answer all questions you may profound, He expects to go
through to the Riwver in 20 days. Please show the specimens to Mc, and
give him those marked for him, This is all the gold I have washed or
panned, $200 of that being from the mill, I would be glag could I say



when we will see you all again, Tell sister,now that the U,S, Mails:

is running, If I can stand it and the fare is reduced from $75 to 25 by
winter, I entend,take a Christmas and New Years dinner with her and be
back in a week there after, Though this can not be done unless matters
brighten up considerablg, I would send some specimens to Sister Kate but
"Capt, H.” has some for that purpose, We just saved out enough to go
round the two households, Part of the Quartz does belong to her, Jno
White also sends some to his wife which may be left with ¥ou, It was

a mistake about his going with Ray and C, I learn that Mrs, Remicks
brother - Sy Cameron - will return in a few days., I have not seen him
though he has been here,

We have not yet obtained water in the well we are digging, I have fed
the stamp for two weeks and my hands are now as hard as if I had been

a grannyman all my life, My back sometimes nearly gives out and my hands
get blistered and harden, but I think of the reward that ought to be,

if it is not in store and I persevere. There is sometimes a little sass-
ing among all hands but I believe “"Capt H. and myself get along better
with one another and with each member of the Co., than any other one or
two in it, The whole amount of it is they are not all quite of the right
stripe and were never intended for the Rocky Mountains. Col, Backus

and Whitney are very good on a Railroad, but they were wmery much mistaken
when they formed the opimion that a Quartz Mill was a Locomotive., Jno.
White is a first rate Tinner, can"t be beat But a Quartz Mill is not a
Tin Shop, Geo, Rand is not worth the fodder he ate coming out and though
for a time he was in poor health, when he was well he amounted to nothina,
Suppose he is at the Mo.R., by this time. If he is not, I hope he will be
soon, You may say or think that a Quartz Mill is not a Doctors Shop or
Lawyers Office and maybe it isn"t, I think likely,

Maybe Young- Father, Brother, or Husband of the Miss Youngs, in Mrs,
Nealley's building will start for the States Monday week., A great many
are leaving, some to return in the 8pring and some never, Tell sister
I don"t know what I want in the clothing line or whether I want anything,
and the prices are very high, freight from the States is 12%¢ making it
cheaper to buy here than to have brought out., We are as she supposes
located in a Gulch,low down as we could be, Mountains all around. Have
not seen the sun set since we got within 75 miles of Denver and have
not seen it rise since we came into the mountains, The location of the
Mill is a bad one, and shows the poor judgment of Backus and Whitney,
The former has that reputation at home, but we were not disposed to
believe it then, It is certainly the most dreary and gloomy region I
was ever in, Though if Money can be got, I could stand it.

I saw Mr, Berry yesterday, he looks badly, says he will stay all winter.
Innes is on the Arkansas and so is Charlie who tho' he knows his Father
is here has not been to see him, McDonald from the "Crystal Palace
Livery“is out here, L.P, Reed is about a % mile down the Gulch, surface
mining, He says it pays. Morrison who used to team in Burlington is
teaming here,Never have seen or heard of old man Hendricks.

There has been a new discovery near Ft.Larimie, said to be of aston-
ishing richness, can't say. Charlie Berry wrote you remember that when
a man passed the Mo.River he never again told the truth., Such verily
seems to be the case, He lied and almost every one ddes out here. There
are 23 Mills above us in the Gulch. Another went up a day or two ago,
There are five below us, to the mouth and in Greggorys and adjoining
Gulches, the first of which this runs into,there are about 75 or 100,

I saw some Eomatoes brought from the valley yesterday selling at $1
per Dz, Potatoes 75¢ per 1lb, Cucumbers 10¢ a piece,



Tell sister I have no store, as Mr., Blakely reports, I wish I had,

I never knew till
occur? .
You perhaps hve
first place it is
be upon a pan, or
who does not know

your last letter that the colts werelost, How did it

an idea how great our trouble is with Mercury. In the
not entirely pure, and then if a particle of grease
on your fingers, or on the fingers of someone near by
about it and like a Ninny sticks his fingers in, or

if the lantern drops a little or the machinery spatters it, every thing
is ruined and must be again purified, I notice a B, C, C. letter in the

Hawkeye we got but do not see Mr, Blakely's Gulch Gold is worth $2 per oz
more than Retorted Gold here. Ours is said to be the finest retorted gold

yet seen here, equal to coin and we are offered more at the Bank than

anyone else, Speaking of the Bank the firm is Turner and Hobbs., A brother

of Dr, Hobbs of Bloomington, With breat love to all I am affectionately
your son, Jno.,F, H, Jr,
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