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.S.Jackson to Jo

Are you dead, married or in love - these would be the

only causes which might prevent you from writing - if dead, then
these lines are useless and altogether vain-what a dead man
write- we have often heard of a voice from the tomb-the book
mentions how the defunct are made to rise,walk and talk, but

aé to writing,there is nothing on record. The most untiring
searchers after old and curious facts have denyed the possi-
bility of discovery. Ah nevertheless I now see those cold, white,
bony fingers tracing lines of incomprehensible words and he N4t
translates - "he that neglects his friend when far off and
amongs?t strangers, no one to console,no_ one to pour sweet
consolation into hls ear, is already ‘condemned and if in

that neglect anything operates save the infatuationbthpt
fallen'woman casts on a man then is eternal perdition his
reward". The state of connublal felicity, or its usual fore-
runner, precludes all hope of attention. the honeymoon, ah;

sweet, delicious season! sighs, sweet embraces and that most

~iad

extatic of all ‘felicities. - Now, by all the Gods and little‘éé;ﬁ
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fishes, the.philosophy of the thing has never sppeared to me -
facts stubborn fects have borne testimony to the truth,without
giving any Jjust cause for so singular alnhenomenon. Three per=
cons formed the extent of my intimate friends - a trio - one
of them deserted a twelvemonth since, has ceased to remember
her ouondam confidant or remembers with indifference - a
gecond ﬁas followed in her foot steps or has gone to his long
home - there sre more ways of dylng than one- a man dies unto

sin-dies unto a friend- As for Logan I could pull his red head,
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and ring his nose right well-never did man make fairer promlses
and never did mortal prove more faithless. I was afrald that
he as well as yourself had become disgusted, and truly there
was enough to sicken any decent man-a recklessness of char-
acter, a disregard for anything like common decency and
politeness were my most prominent characteristics during the
late visit. Logan of course could ndt stand this but you, John,
who have known me so long and well ought to have seen throug?
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"aA friend should bear a friends infirmities" and when vile

it - instead of condemning, should have offered every

alcohol has destroyed the man, you should pity the animal.

An attempt to disgulise my feelings would be useless -
I will speak plainly. That you did not act as was once your
wont, 1s true that you were disappointed when we met was
obvious - and that you had ground for disappointment I cannot
deny. You expected to see a more dignified person you supposed
me & changed man-but let me tell you one thing- "the original
men was not visible-a character,unintentiohally assumed, was
a1l that could be seen.. But enough of this, the chagrin has
passed awsy and J.Bullitt holds the same place he has so long,
and so well filled-and if any should so far forget themselfs
as to say aught against him, I would enter the lists as

readily as chivalrous knights of old did in defence of some
AN ‘ch’?

falr, M A petticoat.

Louisville and kind friends there residing were left not

without regret "the woman had almost risen to my eyes,to shame
the man". The thought of my dear Aunt's condition, her deep
distress and almost degradation sent a pang to my heart-pity
that such a woman should be unlited indissolubly to such a
brute - its 1like mixing soul and dirt into one heap. His

thoughts cannot be very pleasant when he thinks of what he once
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was, and now is-a change from affluence to poverty, from
regpectability to inslgnificance. As far as Cincinnatti

our trip was exceedingly pleasant-at that place we saw the
101d man elocuent" and never was I more disappointed-instead
of that venerable,dignified looking person, possessing all
the graces of an accomplished gentleman, there was a 1llttle

0ld stump-not over five feet, six-cquite pettish looking - his

features are by no means good having but 1little expression-

1f the face be an index of the soul,he has not that etherisl
essence-animals have not that exalting something called mind-
and in his fece the animal predominates those large burns on
the last half of his heasd are extremely large. . Never did
appearances and facts contradict each other so palpably~-indeed
if seemg to me almost impossible that ‘such a ﬁockery on nature
should possess such attributes it is my firm belief that when

"
God Almighty formed h%g,"he tried his hand to show the world
I S }'

L%g’élt'heavenly powers could be ‘joined with the meanest 7 A
€
formed in the most unshaply mould-he has knocked that 21st \wé?
A Y, e

rule to the Devil at last and Joy go with it-I wish he had

sent French along with it. ~ When he arrived in Cincinnatti your
humble servant was in a pretty pickle-meny and mighty were the
shouts sent up-there was enough drunken breath sent up to drive
such a God as Jupiter into the "delirium tremens" - he would
most certainly have puked over the whole world-its well we

have not such a God.

We met with a hell of a fellow on board-a raw son of Erin-
he had been in St.Lewis for some time agnd had acouired some money
and the card playing mania - after intruding himself into my
notice,he insisted on having a game and for a wonder I re-

fused and thet too out of pure compassion-this rather enraged
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him and caused him to insist still stronger,whereupon,purely
to gratify, I played a few games with and beat him-losing
hard earned money is disagreeable to any one,- the coolest
will become excited-then you can imagine how a fiery,hot
headed fool would sct-he ript and swore brandishing his

brawny arms in a manner by no means comfortable. I had seen
such and indeed much harder cases before. Standing upon my
reserved rights, with a 1little instrument in my pocket-handed
me by a Dane who was on board - I gently told him to come on,
and he as snugly backed out - all that distressed me ét the
time was my Sisters ,being on board - it subsequently got into
the Pittsburg papers "A Jefferson College student had a fuss with
a raw Irishmsn on board the Massachusetts-it originated at the
card table". On reaching this place 1t appeared that some of

my particular friends had circulated.a report that we were not

coming back and some went as far as to say "they had a communi-
cation to that effect" - this.was done to influence certaln
results expected to be favourable and highly honorable to myself
- they failed however and as is usual, fell to abusing the
person they had inJjured - this could not hurt,but annoyed me
considerably - there was a serpent known to the Ancients,

which, being unable té bite, besmeared its victim with loathsome
vomit. The class had gotten two weeks ahead of me-had gotten
fairly under way and were going on with whip and spur - but a
Kentucky horse can outrun the Devil when EEE,tO his best~we
overtook them very soon and it really was advantageous to start
1ast-no bother about electioneering and that continual visiting
at the first of the session which is so very hard to bresk off -~
our location is the mostMQesirable,being in a private family

&/“wg:‘) ! gen
and they too the "ol ametedi". Christmas-receiving an invitation
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from a friend-was spent very pleasantly at Uniontown,Pa.

there were some beautiful ladles and one angel-ye powers, what eyes
they could melt a §Eggg—they went through my poor heart long

since riddled by a thousand srrows-the 1little thing almost

ran me mad made me promise to spend part of my vacation under

the vivifying beams of those heaven 1it orbs. Never in my life

did time pass more pleasantly-two good friehds - real blind
friends (at least, as far as "fault seeingﬁin your humble) had
gone before and given the greatest recommendations a man could
wish-they represented me as a perfect paragon,?; nonesuch-

the ladies all knew me well- and the little falry on being
introduced walked up and familiarly shook hands - "Ah, she
said, you are no stranger to us, we have known you long".

You may imagine, but by St.George and (gll dher holy ones, I

am totally unable to describe my feelings at the moment - to
be addressed thus by a stranger-a lady and she, exquisitely
beautiful,how could a mortal bear it-a little God would have
become extatisised on such.an occasion - the whole thing was
entirely unexpected-I was ignorant of the praises that had
been bestowed upon me or that my name had been mentioned to her.
The family I went expressly to visit-was one of the most
agreeable and kind, it was ever my good fortune to visit-they
did all in their power to make me happy and they succeeded.

It felt like home.The difference between them and the people
here was indeed striking-the short time appears now as the
recollection of some pleasant dream. I shall ever recur to it

with feelings of the deepest and purest joy. One hour spent

)

L
there was sorth more than an age of dissipation, 1t really
e s e e T R oy TN TP
elevated my soul.
Well my Dear Fellow the paper has explred without giving

me time to say half - there are a thousand and one things I
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wish to say-I am in a writing humour somehow - a letter from
June to eternity would not tell all-you must write soon and
tell me all sbout everything how Logan, the dear fellow, gets
on-he has declined corresponding-so you must do for both =

try and Mhi_m uqf?., How does the fastlidlous ;Z /mee o~
he did not treat me well when in L. and has not answered a
letter I wrote him about four months since. When you answer
this put a Post Script to Olyhent{@@l-the young man I went to
visit in Uniontown- he 1s fine fellow. Give my respects to
your Fathers family. Tell Josh I have not determined whether

to study law with him or Johnston of Lexington-the latter
wishes me to take him into partnership-it's yet uncertain.
Present me to the magnanimous Breckenridge-tell him-I should
be happy to heer from him. Goodbye John and dont forget that I
am the same creature made up of contradictions-as when you
first knew me-you hold the same place in my heart you have so
long held and with the help of God you shall still hold 1t-

1ts useless to make o fuss about 1t but some how I cant help 1it.

Your Friend

J.S.Jackson
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Addressed:
ohn Bulliti.==
<Touisville,Ky.
Postma#ke%&;:p
( Canonsburg, Pa. Jan.18.
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And so I "shall not flirt" ! What a 1little

tyrant you are ! Although I am here almost a 1life's

journey from you with nothing to vary the dull monotonous

] round of eating sleeping drinking & studying Law - a
perfect rustic in habit & looks - gradually 1 losing all

: 4 ,E the polish & other valuable knowledge which your excellency

ol wi N taught me —= out of sorts - out of tune - out of humour -

¥ 5{ in fact out of every thing save romantic love - likely at

some day out of pure despalr to give my soul to the t é&oﬁéﬁ?

nay X & yet U "must not flirt" -

\ " "hen sighing swains their plighted faith do swear”

- "How sadly cruel they do find the fair"

N f"'>;» I wont quote the author lest you might think I was slandering

g him by putting my own effusions to his credit - But isn't it

}3 aproposfq Well as usual I suppose I must knock under &

obey the law » You complain of my tardiness in writing -

/
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*? o perhaps with justice too - no doubt you will think so,when

g e I tell you that I have recd & answered a letter from a male

I Sgh
-

Kf friend since I recd your last - but keep down your rising

ire - it was from one of my best friends & my only corres-

£e

pondent beside yourself «8-Jim Jackson = I have been owlng

x
U o g

him a letter for several months - he seemed to think I had
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forgotten him = wrote me a letter complaining of my neglect e
I could never stand the complaint of neglect from a friend

he seemed too in one of those fits of despondency -/5ﬁring
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which he has often unburdened his soul to me - you have
often heard speak of him & know how much I am attached to

him = he 1s one of those strange inconsistent belngs, whom

e
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we often meet -~ endowed by nature with rather more fiery
than amiable qualities =~ his feelings, vehement & uncon-
trollablé;ﬁith a mind too, one would think strong enough
to curb their wild passionate excesses g I will venture
thekaésertion that if he lives & makes the proper effort
he will be one of the first men of his day; but I very
much fear, that he has already given such a blow to his
constitution, predisposed to consumption, as will bring
him to a premature end & deprive me of one of my earliest
& most valued friends. Pardon this disgression = for I
feel more like telling you of him than any one else. 4 You
sent my letter down to Cousin Agnace — I am by no means
vain of them - the feelings by which they are prompted will
influence you to make due allowances — but where I am not
known this can not operate - so I-will not lay any
positive injunction upon you, lest you might think I had
caught some of your own despotic temper? but I would rather
no one should see them beside yourself. Again any one who
had not seen my previous, K letters, would think me between
drunk & crazy (= but what is the use of talking about -
no one will read so mmuch trash, merely'to discover whether

9 the author be a fool or a madman ¢ I suppose you have
ﬂ heard of the death of Mrs., Judge Brown - I believe she
expired with little or no suffering - &-was interred heré
at the request of the family - adding another to the number
' of those pure & heavenly ones who are now grouped within
‘ yon gray stone wall -« inviting us their living frilends to
follow in their holy walks ¢ It is thought that another
of your acquaintances Mrs. Wm. Speed is now the land of

)ggirits - she has been ill for some time - he 1s an un-
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fortunate man *ﬂiss S. Thruston was married to Mr.

/f, Hornsby & behaved just as any other lady would have done

(;Méiig:j under similar circumstances ¢ I was in the house for a

/’y/ few moments just before the ceremony & everybody was rife

with curiosity % wondering what would come next - but there
was no scene - neither comedy nor tragedy » But 1f don't
have to put her into a tar kettle or glse get in himself -
thén I am a Dutchmane Cousin Ellefzgent a week with us
not long since w she is becoming much more dignified - quite
a Mentor - I think of putting myself under her tutelage =
we neither fought/ quarreled nor kissed this time - though
we laughed - a good deal @ I advise her to take an early
start this leap year & at least get rich in horses if not
in husbands - I sukpose you are taking advantage of this
glorious privilege —all hands are out here & there is a
decided commotion among the feathered tribe o %did not
meet with Miss Johnson e I have fallen back upon my reserved
rights of late & seldom see any ofxe except such as come to
the house ¢ ﬁbout once a month. I go to Louisville & stay
just long enough to wish myself heartily at home without
the trouble of going there & The last large party I attended
I became heartily sick of it ¢=ispmpemWeve — Lhere were
some  forty or fifty gentlemen to 7 or 8 ladies e I never
dance except for the sake of company & then I am so good
natured that my feet run their own course without much
regard either to time or tune s the musician was an Indian
half drunk & I had a squabble for every set » At supper
time I found myself attached to a little Miss of about 14 -
who could say Myes jir" & "No . Sir", with considerable gusto -

e
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by which I lost all the oysters & several other rarities

& to cap the climax, I lost my hat ¢ I left the house
thinking seriously whether it was fashionable for one
gentleman to take another's hat - for this was a fashion-
able crowd I had been in. The country is running
stark mad with Mesmerism. It might seem strange that
sensible people would give their countenance to such
mummery, if we did not see so much of the same thing every
day-= whether it be politics or fidlesEz)religion, jugglers
or operas, millerism or mormanism or fortune telling or
some such low vulgar & monstrous thing as the lMysteries of
Paris, it seems to matter but little - there are always
dupes & officious persons enough to gulp it down & spread
its fggg. It 1s enough to make one, a sceptic, as to the
most approved & established facts - to find intelligent &
creditable persons believing in such miraculous performances,
as & modern liss of 16 reading Greek & Hebrew & singing in
Germaen, Itallan & Spanish, through the pure influence of
megnetized will.

Miss -Ward has returned from the South & has loomed
out in her Southern plumege "the firest bird of them all" -
"toub ensemble" 4 She is very fine looking # I shall ask
her for a lock of her hair - "Pray what for sir 2" Y“only
Miss to bind up a bleeding heart - the hair of a dog 1is
good for the bite you knowvi now will not she feel flattered
by such a compliment ? I have a new plan in my head - I am
as full of them as an old maid is of fancies @ It is to pay
a visit to the 01d Continent - turn up some of its rubbish -

dive into 1ts mystic lore & endeavow to extract from thence
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séme of the essence of greatness, which is accumulated
Y / \3 in such rich profusion @ But this is one of my alr castles
xr;' ;fe ‘§ &:it_may be that I will nezjf/%eave ny natal sod e Ch! for
: 9’ one look into the future & And now my dear friend I will
g finish my letter, for it just that time of night when all
1s quiet, that I love to devote to thoughts of you « how
:ﬁ)} /%t;ten “in times past, at midnight's[ stilly hour, with my
§ \?‘[ awert warmed with happy dreams have I poured out to you
g %% its dearest - its most sacred contents - &_ though not
Wy 3 - ? =
kggi% N dreams cf thingifhat have been or are now - yet I love
‘g gﬁ them = fhough iove has npw lost its sway & that which
N

) %% least during which the bright illusion lasted & without
y%<§ regret of that, during which the feeling remained without
‘4? A ég J the hope - the memory is not sad though it is fond - I

blush, butdt is the blush of honest shame that I should

—

pes
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”?E%efséfoften displayed even to you the weakness of my

-

ﬁf‘yfnééure = you have possessed that magic charm, which has
'%}fx laid bare the lmmost recesses of a heart, into which no
$¢;’ other eye has penetrated & God grant that you may ever be
what I have ever imagined you & that you may possess the
esteem of those who may be more worthy of a reciprocity =

the honesfgzonfiding simplicity with which I have treated

youy I hope will secure your friendship & that I hold a
«f;;Zsure’Q May your path be strewed with flowers & long,

bright, & prosperous your days = dearest rriend of my

youth 1 LL7%0 a@?mwff\ ;]
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R. Blanton to JohﬁABullitt,
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My Worthy Friend ,4“amf
It was with great reluctance I asure you that I left the city
without going out to see you and when I met your Mother on the
Street I fully intend doing so, on wednesday , having completed
my business, consisting in running from one book store to another
and then to the apothecary Shops & instrument makers, having told
Waggoner to meet me at 8 in the morning, instead of which he made
his apearance about three in the evening and I was engaged an hour
or two with him, and thus I was kept from a visit which I assure
you I contemplated with much pleasure. You 'may ask why I could not
stay longer the reason is I have not less than three chronic
patients on han and one of them is my Mother, and duty called me
home, though you qannot reallze the feeling$of one who has
Aintursted in his care the lives of his fellowbeings, but can realize
the importance of a young man just set out to life attending
strictly to his profegsion for iﬁ his f?rst efforts depeﬁgszgch
of his future success, But I did not sit down to writedai!=
apology on a moral essay. I saw MVr, Edwards in town who had just
left your House and a more delighted man, I never saw, he spoke
of the time spent under your parental roof with perfect ecstasye
. I allso saw Miss Becton and ste spoke in the same way and
who is 1t that has not speken so = Surely your house must be one
of the most pleasant places this world afords.
I suppose you have heard before this of the preport, towit;
that Miss B and myself-éggz%o be married this and as Byron
says general rumizz is a common liar so believe it not. I supose
she has told you better herself, if you ever spoke of it to her,
Horace Galther has just got home from St Louls and we are are
daily looking for Jim from Springfieldy I shall rejoice whep
they all get here, for you know that know Qgé% ever propelled
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EEQQ~L£&&$’ to Miss Martha Bullitt
@ L Fdewang (7 144]

Dear Martha,
Hoping you will pardon me, for presuming to distrub the

tranquility of your thoughts by intruding my unworthy self upon

them = I will proceed to give you an extract from a letter written
by me this morning to "Especially" -—- "She is a young lady of the
sweetest ganners; & sweetest features I ever saw except Famny
Williams, - So dignified yet affable; so pretty yet free from vanity,
& affectation; with a pretty quick Temper « yet good sense sufficient
to enable her to govern it; so intelligent yet far very far, from
being pedantic, == Afler this deseription do you think you will be
willing to make the exchange?" 7ﬁbw sweet girl can you imagine of
whom this is a very faint deseription? : %
If not: Lizé;%/would say, your lady=-ship- I will know sometime ,
next week, what Dr.“Wendel thinks of the agreement we made last
weeky & will inform you in due time.
Tell brother Joshua I sympathize very deeply with himjs
& wish I could be near to pour the healing balm of consolation into

his wounded heart, but as I am not you can aet in the present, (as

i7 you will (according to promise) have to do in future) as may substitute.

-y

Many, .= many thanks, to you dear friend, & all th'e family
for the happy week I spent with you == If it were not so late I would
write you a nice note but I have been writing all day & as it is very
late at night I must soon close; hoping that the lateness of the hour
will excuse all mistakes, & when I write again it shall be a note
worth reading.

My love to your Mother & Father., Kiss the children for me.

My compliments to brothers Joshua & John, say to the latter for me,
I hope has had pleasant dreams since Sunday & will continue to have

such, until his dear sister Lizzy sees him.

May guardian angels protect; & heaven & richest blessings rest
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upon thee sweet girl; & all you love, is the fervent prayer of

Yours affeetionate friend
Lizzy //4

P.S. Do not for mercy sake let any one read this scrawl. Ybu can
read 1t to Mother, & my brothers, if you wish, but do not allew
them, to criticise this one, if you please. The next\:::’they may
read if they wish to do so.

Affectionately yours

Fra.
Feb 17th 1844

NS o e

(_Miss Martha Bullitt

\\\ At Home
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Eisville, Feb. 24th [ §\4 &

I turn to thee in time of need,

And never turn jin vain; - - -
7y ‘«’%‘““Mr
I see thy fond &gé%gﬁééésmile,

&
And hope revives again,

It gives me strength to struggle on,
What'er the strife may bej
And if again my courage fails,

Again I turn to thee.

Thy timid beauty charmed me first;
I breathed a lovers vow:

But, little thought to find tle friend
Whose strength sustains me now.

I deemed thee framed for ‘summer skies,
But in the stormy sea,

Deserted by all other friends

Dear love,. I turn to thee.

Should e'er some keener sorrow throw
A shadow o'er thy mind,
And should I thoughtless, breathe to thee,
One word that is unkind;
Forgive it love! thy smile will set
My better feelings freej
And with a look of boundless love,
I still shall turn to thee.

Copied for Mr, John Bullitt
By his friend

LiZZéZ>/
Louisville Feb., 24th, <
844

Keep this in remembrance of me if you please, but do not show it to
anyone, & you will exceedingly oblige your sincere friend (or sister)

Lizi;; B a a
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PEILO LITERARY SOCIZETT,

JEFFERSON COLLEGE, CANONSBURG,

PEORSDAT BPSRINEG, WARCE BTE, 1aad

(o)

PRAYER.:-

FWusic
Oration,—The Age of Cromwell, - - - hE - Jas. S. Jackson, Lexington, Ky.
: PRusic.
®ration,—The Classics, - - DN - - - Ropxrey Masox, Springfield, Ohio.
usir. :
@ratioiw,—The Triumph of Civil Liberty, - G - S. Duneax Ovriruant, Uniontown, Pa.
Fusis,
@ration,—National Glory, - - - - - - - Josnua T. Owen. Baltimore, Md.
usic.
DUSCPISU OIP,
IS MIND IMMATERIAL®
Affiem, - - - - - - - - - - - - Wx. Horxer, Florence, Pa.
. $¥usic.
Deny, - - - - - - - - - - - J. W. Eiviorr, Callonsburg, Pa.
FWusic.

BENEDICTION.
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Find out if there is a Jefferson College at Cannonsburg, Pa.
Write the following letter: :

In about the fall of 1842 one James S. Jackson of»Lexington
Kentucky went to Jefferson College at Cannonsburg and stayed there
several years. If your records go back that far could you tell me
when he entered, and how long he stayed there, and whether he grad-
uated, and if so when? In trying to classify certain old corres-
pondence of John C. Bullitt of Philadelphia (how 'deceased) a clew
would be given if I could find out this inflormation about James S.
Jackson.

4 Thank you very much in advance -and with great appreciation
for anything you can do for me in this respect,

Very truly yours,



IDENTIFICATION OF J. S. JACKSON'S CORRESPONDENCE

(1) Apparently John C. Bullitt must have been in Danville
at College until he graduated at the end of September 1842 (Oct.
spparently beihg the holiday period; with another little holiday
in April).

Apparently at the end of his graduation in 1842 may
have been the time when his father made him stay a year out of
college because of his rudeness to his mother, but I am not sure
about this until I can tabulate his whereabouts by hls correspond-
ence.

In the fall of 1844 he went to Lexington Law School
until March 1845, We must fit the correspondence in with these
dates.

(2) Jackson is recorded as a member of the Sophomore class
(the same class with Josh Bullitt) and one year behind John C.
Bullitt in September 1841, which, if Jackson happened to stay be-
yond the Sophomore class he would have been in Danville until Se?t.
1842 as a Junior, and until September 1843 as a Senior to graduate.

Isham Henderson, Dolph Martin were in the same class
with John C. Bullitt while Jas. A. Gaither and R. C. Wintersmith
were in the Senior c¢lass, a year ahead of John C.Bullitt.

On the other hand Bogle, Cheek, Duncan, W. L. Green,
Ector, Logan McKnight, Wm. Short and Worthington were in the same
class with Jackson - a year behind John C. Bullitt,

(3) As he was apparently in Centre College up to September
1841 his correspondence can hardly have be&n dated in 1839-1840 or
1841. I am afraid I made a mistake in assigning his letter of
June 30th to be 1840. I do not find any internal evidence in 1t
that would fix it in 1840. It muet have been a later date.



Jackson's letter of November 29, 1842 indicates (as the
normal course of his Danville standing would make him) he would
graduate in September 1843, but that he got into trouble with the

faculty in November '42 (the beginning of his Senior year).

JOHN C. BULLITT

In John C. Bullitt's Alumni Address at Centre College in
1827 or 1888 he says he was a student there for some "three years
and a half". Apparently John C. Young must have been President
while John C. Bullitt was at Danville.
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Canonsburg March 18, UL

You doubtleses think My Dear Fellow that some mighty catastrophe
has befallen me, or that I have become most infernally lazy. Now this
supposition on your part would show the folly of all human speculations-
You would have good ground¥ for coming to that conclusion - your
premises correct and conclusion legitimate. Arguments are often sub-
stantially true and logically false -\It is vice versa in this case,
There is not a man under heaven who 50 plously abominates apolcgiles
and explanations as myself - its almostvas bad as being blown to h..l
by one of Stocktons blg gﬁns (pity that John Tylér was not sent on that
fﬁ%&}k%ff special mission with his caﬁinet).You wrote me a d...n.ed fine lettef,
7 John, so much like you - breathing love and confidence - yet vold of
sickly sentiment - i1t did me more good than you ean imagine - somehow
I thought evry body was against me but that showed me plainly that it
was all a mistake - that there was yet one friend who would never for-
soke nor desert me - who could palliste youthful follies and at the
same time correct them - who could venetrate the thin guise which con-
cealed my real character - I amnot a drunkard, a bléckguard as some
suppose - both characters are loathesome - nor a monkey or clown yet
there 1is often.good reason for believing me such - I sometimes play
the fool, to make fools laugh. But to come to the letter and the
reason for not having answered it. - When It came there was nothing
that could possibly interest you - then for a short time there was a
deal of push about our studies - then the President appointed four of
usito debate the tariff question in the presence of the students
and faculty - this along with recitations kept me mighty busy-then a
little speech had to be written on "the Age of Cromwell," which had to
be spoken before Society some six weeks ago so that they could see
whether 1t was giglﬂ And then unfortunate as I ever am a slight scratch
was received on the back of my hand - which was so unlucky as to
catch cold and for more than 2 month it has been safely lodged 1
a sling and it is with considerable pain I now write,% Now John do you

not think these reasons sufficient and the latter_reason must also
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A3, S. Jackson to John C. Bullitt)

I
INTER SILVAS ACADEMY QUAERERE VERUM

EXHIBITION
Of The
PHILO LITERARY SOCIETY
of
JEFFERSON COLLEGE, CANONSBURG,
Thursday Evening, March 28th, 1844,

PRAYER,
Music.

ORATION, - The Age of Cromwell . . . . . . Jas. S, Jackson,Lexington, Ky,

Music,

ORATION, - The Clessics ., o « o » o 4+ /« . Rodney Mason,Springfield, Ohic
Music.

ORATION, The Triumph of Civil Liberty S.Duncan Cliphant ,Uniontown,Ps

Music.
ORATION, - Netional Glory + . « « « « » . dJoshua T,Owen,Baltimore, Md,

Music,

DISCUSSION
WIS MIND IMMATERIAL?Y

APTITM o v « v v s o s # s 8 5 & » s » » » » WnHerner,Flerence, Pa,

Music,
Deny o ©¢ o © o © o6 & © © © © © ©° © 6 &8 © ° © Jg W. Elliott,caﬂ/éawﬂ'zm ,PE
Music,

BENEDICTTION,
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(Willis G. Edwards to Mrs, ¥=%&. Bullitt)
Alton Mch 20th =L44

My Dear Aunt

When taking leave of you I little thought that almost two weeks
could elapse after my arrival at home without my writing, but they
are gone & I scarcely know how. Calling upon my acqualntances &
pressing business which had suffered from my absence have kept me
constantly employed. To this you must attribute my delay & must npt
think me forgetful bf Friends because separated from them. My thoughts
are often of you a&ll & the kindness which I cannot thank you for because
I have no words to express my feelings will ever be remembered, The
most pleasant & profitable hours of my life have been spent at Ox Moo
& the recollection of them relieves the tedium of many an hour when
riding a2lone about the country Could I see you now after spending a
Tew days among Brothers Sisters & Friends I would probably for a short
time at least invalidate my claim to“the title of the "Silent" Mr
Edwards, but though I would scarcely know where to begin talking all
seems dull & tame & not worth the reading as soon as I am seated to
write. The many Follies & Flirtations of your own & Mothers youthful
deys which you rendered me so familiar with have been all brought
freshly before her from the oblivion to which she had consigned them,
They usually furnish the topic at dinner & the effect produced by
the mention of some long forgotten circumstance 1s so different from
that produced upon Aunt Ann that it seems quite novel , Hbon my
mentioning the other day the circumstance of Duff Green having address-
ed her we all were not a little amused to see her face mantle with a
blush deeply crimson as you would expect from o damsel of Fifteen upon
the mention of her first love. She thinks 1t almost sacrilege in me
to have mentioned it even at this late dey & says that she never told
it to any one & so you must be careful in future least you betray her

secretsy I do wish that I could see you together, It would be eo
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pleasant to hear the tales of the olden time.

Sister & Ben have arrived since my return & we are all once
more together. Sisters health is but 1ittle improved & she 1s happy
to be at home again after an absence of eight months. Her only regreat
is that she did not visit Louisville. I denyed myself the pleasure of
s visit to Cousin Sue for the purpose of meeting her at the appointed
time, but she was not prompt & so I lost the pleasure of Toth & in
addition had a dull trip home.

Ben is considerably changed & haplily his traveling propensities
have given way to others of a more substantial & common sense character.
Tell Gousin Sue that he is taller than ever & says that the Wéman who
links her fate with his if short in statube must expect a great many
ups & downs in life.

Speaking of Great men I hope that she saw General Tom Thumb
whilst in the Gity; I called upon his Honqur in the evening after
biding you good-bye & would have been delighted with her Companye He
is o great curiosity & quite amusing & with an scquaintance I should

have enjoyed the csll very much but alone & feeling doubly so 1% was

very dull ¢

I called twice upon Dr Bayless but was unable to see him which
I very much regreated., Please present my @ompliments to himself &
Lady when you meet them Izousin Matilda talks a little of a visit to
Ky. but it is hardly probable. Bell has just graduated & thinks it her
turn now., The Hponors of her Alma Mater give her an undisputable right
to be a young Lady & she is determined not to be & Htay-at-Home,
school-girl any longer.

Tell John to come on as soon as he is ready. She is not
guite so good quality &as Cousin Tili\but then the cuantity, one
Hundred & Forty Five pounds ------ A W& hope that she will make a

deep impression when they meet, just think - seven Misses Edwards in

the two families not one of whom 1s less than Fourteen & not one
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married yet - & besides a fresh supply coming on. What a prospect!
Their Brothers can never commit sulcide for want of something to live
for.

For the present I have thrown aside Books & pleasure & am a
man of business. Since my return I have been busily engaged in riding
about the countfy upon business & seated myself to write this evening
after having ridden 30 miles.on a rough troting horse. Such exerclses you
will acknowledge are not altogether congenial to literary pursuits & on
this plea will excuse this dull & disconnected scrawl.’I wrlte what
comes first & will not stop to think it over until after it 1s mailled
least I should burn it up o A1l send their love to.all & you can appoftion
& dlvide it among you as sults you best. I shl) anxiously look for
that promised letter. John may expect to be horrified with a long
epistle from me as soon as clrcumstances permit. Please prepare him
for it. Remember me to Mr Bullitt, Give my love to all the famlly &
accept for yourself that portion which 1s next to a mothers from

Your much attached nephew

Willis G. Edwards.

jjj Addressed:
. \)i <f;;s. M. A, Bullitt, Louisville, Ky.
|

Postmarked:

: lton, Il1, Mar 23.

&wxff
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%@Ery to John C. Bullitt

Waekefield, March 25th, 1844

With sincere pleasure though some delay do I acknowledge the
receipt of my dear friend's long &:kind letter. Yes, impudent as
it was I was heartily glad to see 1t. For not writing sooner‘mj&J
grant you forgiveness, in consideration of your having 93931%3
better things in future, but should you prove recreant fﬁz 7&£,m”&¢“‘””‘
aow you will find me less amiable than now.

You seem to think me unreassonable in my prohibition of your
flirting - I give my free consent - making it a virtue by necessity -
knowing full well that you will remember to forget my objections to

such a procedure, should you feel inclined to indulge in the
"plesding pastime" so rather than have you act in direct opposition
to my commands, I now tell you to "go & head" - Provisors-!! the
lady must be altogether interesting (somewhat a reflection upon
your taste, to suppose you you could choose any other.) The parties
must be wéll assured on what ground they s tand.- conducting the
matter most skillfully - and pass through the ordeal unharmed -
Finally-I must be regularly advised of each and every movement.

Do you a gree?- but I am writing all this trash, and in fact have
no right to say one word on the subject - through me - you

sougﬁt permission of Agnes which she immediately gave on reading
your letter = by the bye you should not quarrel with me for send-
ing it to her - I thought you had this in view when penning it -

as she was one of its prineipal subjects. I was with her yester-
day and she told me she would put a P. S. to this 1f I would send
it into town - I think though as we are not together she must

walt till next time.-I know I am acting very much against my own
interest, as my letter would be far more acceptable in your eyes,
did it contain a few words from Addle - you tell me to write

such an one as my last. I would not for the world test your time,

patience (may I add temper?) so again - 1t was crossed every page
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- 30 rather than do the like with this, I have selected a longer

sheet than usual. I feel flattered & far more gratified that you

remember me so well - that in your "imaginings ™ I am so often

seen - my voice so often heard - but like some other things the
ideal image may be falrer than the real - be this as 1t may I have
quite enough vanity to believe that the latter is suffilclently

so to afford some gratification to those who can excuse 1ts many,
very many defects.- in short to those who love me as 1 am, not

I ought to be. Your little song I frequently sing and think of
Josh and yourself whilst so doing - a propos - "he has a new

dog", Do tell me if dogs often are ever take the place of friends,
with some people? If so - I retire from the contest, ylelding
the prize to the triumphant vietor - but seriously - Has Josh
given me up as friend as well as correspondent once I flattered
myself into the belief that I was quite a friend - I cannot think

that he is capricious - or that he cannot love dog & damsel at the

same time - though to one who knows, and appreciates hls worth
less than>I it would certainly so appear. He has been in my debt
a letter since October - please ask me to tell me whether or not
he intends writing - I am weary of this suspense and expectation.
Have you both been very studious this winter? I have thrown up
books almost entirely « at times rather preferring to study men
and manners. Petersburg is dull beyond endurance - nothing to
disturb its village-like quietude - the men here somewhere heard
that "matches are made in heaven" - hence obviating the necessity
of making any on earth I suppose they think - so we are going to
be the most glorious set of old maids and old bachelors! will
you come on & join our fraternlty? A glad welcomeishall we glve
you! But I have beemn writing too fast & Mr. James McIlwalne &
MNiss Fannie Owen would not thank me for what I have sald. On

the 6 of April or May rather - I hear they are to be made "one &
the same" - I quite admire their independence of spirit - only
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to think of their braving public opinion so far, as to perpetrate a
deed considered by some almost heinous - to say the least of it -

certainly en Mouraisl haste - don't promise me aWVQM!}

today indeed I was ever in a better humor - for I have no “"part nor
lot" in this matter of marriage - only interested for my friends -
%%”nge Ethopian minstrels" have just left town & for lack of something
better many people went to hear them (not Iof the number though).
Willis says "the ladies must have some excuse for putting on thelr
bonnets and shawls - hence the necesslity of evenlng amusements;
#\ lectures, concerts, theatres & cc - " « T am much of his opinion,
&ff) and think the fair ones of Petersburg do need "this" excuse "most

amazingly Mrg. Clay will be here shortly, and arrangements are

bongy,

being made for his reception. Mama talks of accompanying him to

Washington - I have felt no desire to visit the metropolis since

the shocking catastrophe on board the Princeton - Mema had a letter

from a friend there last night - a shade of melancholy must of

course have settled on the community, and the calamlity was deeply

felt by all "but as our correspondent writes, there " an actlve

agent is ever present in the political spirit - and Oreéon, Texas

tariff and President-meking have little time to think of other things

either mournful or pleasing - "a dreadful accident occurred here a
railroad

few days since. The train of cars on the Roanoke/had just left

the depot - the boiler bursted and killed several persons and

mortally wounded one or two others. The engineer - a very respect-

able man by the name of Smith - was blown 1itferally to pleces -

he left a large and dependent family to mourn his untimely and dis-

tressing end xm® since cdming to Petersburg my health has improved

though I have been sick twice - Mama vetos my remaining at Bellevue

all summer - so we shall probably visit the springs - should you

not like to meet us at White Sulphur or Washington? We shall be

most happy to see you. I hope to meet some of our southern friends -

as "cotton has riz" - they will perhaps find it expedient and pleasant

to travel this year. Agnesf has been quite indisposed but is better

Se
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she bade me give you much kind remembrance - I think you will find
no unformidable rival in one "Cousin Richard" - who is wvery atten-
tive to me, inasmuch as I have promised to make interest for him -
A gentleman told me yesterday that he "saw the marriage of Miss

was
~"or Mr. Bullitt, he had forgotten which - and knowing that I/parti-

cularly interested in the name, had thought especially of it to
”kggi,ﬁﬂ%ﬁ/’ when we met" - Do you know who the 1lndividual

is? My friend mischeviously said "I am sure it 1s the one with
whom you corresponded some time ago" - I gave no credence yet

thought it possible it might be his slster - whom I hear from

[ :
many sources 1is Q,/\J/xA_ . certainly engaged to Mr. Allison"-
T
"Can these things be true" At one time I heard that she had dis-

carded Richard, and I presumed her a lady of "bad taste - give
my best love to her, énd tell her if she 1s not already married
please wailt till I return - for I am getting so old,& "times are
so dull", that I think I shall dance néither at my own, or any-
body else's wedding! If she give not her consent I prmaumm
appeal to Mr. Richard! Hugh Smith has returned from Transylvania
I presume - you know not how often I think of my delightful stay
at Oxmoor, and the pleasant acquaintances made there - But the
time has passed! Shall i1t ever return? Amen! §2;;£e whispers
"days may come ~ bringing with them happiness like unto that
.which hath been® - I think, & feel that it will be so - we may
be deluded, but to me there is much pleasure in the anticipation.
T was in a castle hidden - but alas! Ong so frail a foundation.
My day dreams are éu pleasant - even more so than my sleeping-
@EI, t 1s injurious, very, I believe = yet I go on from hour to
hour until my very existence shall have been dreamt away! Butb
& sﬁzsgwsickly sentimentality - and I know you do - so let's be
aLm&Q, with it. I fear me much, that your temper (E&gﬁf‘és it

e
is) has given way »y this - you must accept Jimmie Es

excuse "My heart is so very bad my Lord" - I had a letter from

Miss Louisa Smith - telling me that you and she had become

4.
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visit
very good friends during the Xmas xmsk - at Mr. Rpbert Smith's. She

pald you some nice compliments too, but as I don't think you merit
them, you will excuse my rgpeating « Sallie Ward I hear from all is
the reigning star of fashion beauty and bellelsm. Do you know her?
You seem to like and admire ?he brother & I thought it possible might
have become a devotee of thavsister - she was certainly a beautiful,
elegant looking girl when I left Loulsville = though I think Malime
will be still more so ﬁhen grown. How changed will be the circle

ere I return! I shall scare fell at home in the place of all others
which I have loved most dearly. Many whom I have known and cherished

are with the sleeping millions of the dead - sad sad indeed must be

‘the emotions awakened on revisiting the scenes of my childhood -

for from the memory of those who are still there I may be effaced

and this were even worse than death - to me - I cannot bear to be

forgotten - by those whom I have loved - who have loved me - in other-

perhaps in happiler - days I had heard of the death of our beloved

friend Mrs. Browﬁa- ié'was meet for heaven - should we lament,

N

when we know that our los¥ is her great gain. Please present our
kindest love to the family, when you see them - Mama will write soon -

we have had en affectionate letter from cousin Mary telling of her

dear mother's last days - of the death of my sweet Mary Ellen =~

I ha also heard! But she was prepared to die - to stand in the
presence of her reconciled father - so young, so gentle, 80 beautiful
she was! The Reaper sparest not - & not content withrthose he hag{st -
already cutd down hath takenza;:fdﬁthe chosen one" the idealized
pastor of an i1dealizing people & left them as "sheep without a shep-
herd" - truly we know not what a day may bring forth " - @ne year

ago, I was enjoying the balmy breezes of the south - the day is bright
as those, but the March winds blow mournfully =- most mournfully -

I am changeable as the chameleon - and though in a gay mood when I
commence writing feel now really sad - can you bear with my caprices,

my impulses? I trust so. And this reconciles me to sending you so
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much trash as I do always - but I should never write if I waited
to feel perfectly satisfied with my letters -rf;’I]ley are always
wrltten to one - and cannot bear to be seen by a third person. I

have near}yf inished and sald not one word of our dear Jim - who
P VWL Bl

is today the dangers of the deep -~ The sloop of War

Plymouth to which he is attached sailed, or intended sailing from
Bostonl\zsthd of this month - for a three years! cruise in the
Medlterranean - Jim 1s charmed with the life he has chosen -

though he has many 4 Aot ﬁﬁgép(shipa to -ﬁe %s

been on duty almost a month - the Vessel is in nauéical parlance

a "crack"one - officers the finest - many of them are acquaintances -
Gourtland Benham is on board - and Governor Wickliffe's son also =

These young Kentuckians_]i trust they will represent well the dear

old :Eénner state" I envy them almost - and never wished so much
as now to go.to sea. I had always a great fancy for 1t - 1its
el /7
Dr. Pomele Used to call me his "little rowdy" and say I "ought to
be ﬁent to sea - when you see him, give him much love for me as
migxkt indeed to my all of my old friends for I love them dearly
still - I em obliged to Dr. Edwards for his "good wishes" ;;turn
mine if you deem them worthy of acceptance —%t is his /c}ousin
Nelson's story? Tell me it when you write - And so you cannot
learn Josh neatness: well, I cannot advise you in a course to pursue =~
but I guess you are to blame as much as he in the disorder of your
sanctum = have you nearly finished it; and hung other drapery since
T saw to it. Tell Josh I often see his friend Travis Roper . He
has inquired after him particularly. Marrlage seems to have had
the happlest effect on him - He is 1n love with the whole worldw(—"‘
J!:f you could only see his gracious“d - and fascinating smile!
T could live on them an entire week - I do believe - though he is
a married man)but Sl Vsl }f think < smiling and bowing éam/z'e\-—

his [k - for he certainly does show off to peculiar advantage
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whilst doing elther. I must stop, to finish a letter to James -
beside I have written enough to make you cross for a whole week -
but I‘am not near enough to feel yourﬂaaé:, If you value me or
my letters - pray don't be so very tardy in the response as you

were to my last - or when you do write I'll "take my time Miss ILucy"
in replying. Present us most affectionately to each and all around
you - I do wish T could peep in upon your circle for a little while -
but if you will write soon a long letter I shall feel somewhat
compensated for the pleasure which is denied me. I have not been
taking much advantage of the golden privilege allowed us by

year - I thank you for the relation of its origin you Impudent

boy! Kiss Ellen for me when you see her - and remind the little

lady that she owes me a letter. Have you heard from Sue Wef?“iately?
& your "better half" - Jim Jackson. Remember me to both when you
write - you havi/pever told me of your visit to Lexington! I cannot
Si éérely your friend,

write any more.

Mary

Addressed:

Jq%g Christian Bullitt, —
<fare mf Mr. WM. C. Bullitt,
QLouisville, EW”WWWW‘“”::D

Postmarked.,—w
_VW

<Petersburg
~March” ég}

-
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l théﬁoEdwards to John C., BullittQ?LALda£=#:;;5;:E¥5

Alton; April 20th 44
A

Only a few weeks have passed since we parted qﬁa'still my
dear Fellow circumstance aﬁd‘%hange have occurred with their
usual rapidity, but now that I am at last seated to write it is
difficult to select anything from such everyday occurences as
have befallen me with the hope of interesting you. Indeed noth-
ing unusual has occurred in the affairs of those with whom you
are acquainted. Nels is growing old as all men must iﬁﬂ’is com-
pletely engrossed in business of which you have had an indication
in his long neglect of your letter. Until{ within a few weeks he
has continued to cherish the expectation“of visiting Sarah & pro-
bably reinstating himself, & even strongly hoped though without
expressing it that she Wpuld yét return to her first love, but a
letter recently received by sister in which she alludes to the cir-
sumstance at some length ha§ I think determined to think of it no
longer. Thi§ has continued to furnish that degree of excitement
which is almost necessary to one of his ardent disposition & now
he will turn im>’search of it to something else probably Politics,
probably another faithless\ﬁéman.

He ever has you know some fond schemés- some chief guticipa-
tion to dream upon, & plans to secure its occurrence.mlgé:?;gs
have you for a partner in law— not matrimony is his usual theme
of wishing though as improbable under existing circumstances as
anything which he could hope foé. He is tied to Alton. You never
could be,

S8id is at last going to be marriediil! to %gié Strong of which
community has long been satisfied,~ I never untll now.. When it
will take place no one knows & though no one doubts thelr engage-

ment, she denies it even to me & still I do not doubt it. T'is
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hard to think of seeing her another's, but I do not wish it other-
wise., Though she haa‘reciprocated all my feelings nature has plac-
ed a barrieﬁ between us which each consider insurmountable, & as

I have loved without hoping or even desiring its realization, so
can I see her without regreat take that step which will render her
position sacred from every feeling save friendship. A cold wo;?"‘
this seems here & stlll it expresses all that I may feel. This
John has been theegg%f’ the enduring passion of life & to you
only have I mentioned it seriously. Do not then think this weak-

ness but forgive this manifestation of feeling whiech before has
hardly been acknowledged to myself & never will be to any other
than you. ' |

I never have frolicked as much in my life as since my return
& of course never have had so much fun. We have had the honor of
a visit from a Laay of Louisville a Miss Bartlett of whom I never
heard while there & happily for me, She 1s quite pretty & very
intere;ting so much so to induce me to take a trip to St Louils
for the purpose of seeing her, which after all I was unable to
do., If you don't know her do find her out and form her acquaintance
for my sake & then ask%’ghything whieh I can do for you.

On last Saturday I visited St Louls agaiﬁq;;mained until Wednes-
day under charge of a Dentist. I could not haig been more astonish-
ed by any other apparition than I was on Sunday morning by meeting
Hugh "solitary & alone® loafing along the street in a profound re-
very, suggested probably by his having Jjust passed down Tine Street
where are displayed for the encouragement of younger members of the
craft just "starting out”, somexihirty or 6rtyt?%torneif shinglég.
I spent most of Sunday and Monday with him & had the pleasure of

asking a hundred questions about you all, Nels was down on Monday
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& we tried hard to induce him to come home & spend a day or two with
us, but he seemed anxious to get on & left for %§:£=;§1lle on Monday
evening .

Give my best love to Aunt Ann, Cousin Martha, Cousin Sue and
all the rest of the Cousins., I am very much obliged to Cousin Sue
for answering my letter just as I began to fear that I was forgotten.
This was received this morning & I will answer it in Danville. Aunt
Ann wondered 1f I would miss you all as much as I should be missed.

I think of it often ay wopder 1n turn, (Lupdt Crvepes fiommiutde a4
wwmcﬁ Aﬁ%%( : /WM o év

April 27

You will see from the date that this epistle has been on hand

/ﬁ(ﬁv l/ﬁ/}:__‘

for some‘time. It was my intention when it was written to have sent
it by Cousin Marthﬁiﬁarbourﬁwho was here on a visit with Aunt Isabella
but in the bustle of their leaving it was forgotten & I have since
hesitated whether tq send it at all or write another.

It was my good fortune to draw from the lottery at our Fair
a palr of mits "with a little variation" & having no use for any thing

so diminutive & moreover not anticipation any use for such I sent them

to you by Cousin Sue
have =.but be careful & don't cragup?the childs feet-tgt may affect
its genius.
Tell Aunt Ann (as she wishes to know if I am not improved) that

a few days since I called on the;i%dy who so kindly antieipated me
about 18 months since by telling me that I"had her friendship twas
all timt she had to give" & who has since - married..p

éj}The“servant in spite of all that I could do ushered me into the
bedroom & thus gratified me with a peep into the mysteries. NoWw I
don't know whether she is sorry for her sin against me, but she told
sister that Willis had improved more than anybody that ever she saw
and then shé‘had a baby with a yellow dress on. Just think of it —
a baby with a yellow dress on. Lord! how I congratulated myselrig“

As to the modesty she can form her own conelusionss

Do not mention my having spoken of Cousin M's engagement. Give
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my respects to your father-adF\Josh«?y hearsést wishes for the success
of the latter & some of his Brandy Peaches,
Please inquire at the Post Office & take out & examine anything
which may come for me & remall if important, Write soon & don't for-

get Miss May B.
Your sincere Friend

We Go Edwards
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Canonsburg June 14/ 1844

There once lived an old man who; locks were silvery
white - his thin and furrowed visage exhibited the marks of
time,- and care sat on every feature - day by day we saw
him and as often remarked his abstracted alr- faltering voilce
and tremulous step.- Yet at times there was about him an
unnatural energy, a something which said it was not always
thus, neither has time made me ng. Oh my friend, if you had
seen that deep despondency, if you had seen those burning
tears, which came hot from the soul,- and again 1f you had
beheld that misanthropic smile "that froose the hearts blood"
and known the cause of all his suffering you would not have
£2Um4{ in one particular to so great an extent. But the ques-
tion naturally arises, what caused this mans peculiar state
of mind? had ambitious hopes been blighted/ had he lost his
hold in ascending fames rugged hights f/ or becoming 6&@;

- infatuated, fallen and beén crushedﬂ’)ﬁa@ his disappointed
love for gain thus influenced him/f he was far far exalted
above such sordid trash - he had riseq and was greatest amongts
the great - his name was on every mans tongue and the remem-
brance of his virtuous and patriotic acts caused the hearts
of all to swell with gratitude and pridq)and whilst praises
and gratulations were showered upon him he was miserable and
fled from those who faln would have caressed - he sought
solitude in the vain hope of having quiet and there he "told
his tale' it's simple, yet interesting. "When young I was
sent to a college - was subject to much temptation and oftenl
sinned, from a warm and excitable temperament was led to do
much that was grievous - there was no one to say stop - no
warning voice - there was much dross and very little true
friendship - there were many pretenders, hypocrites who often

deceived by false professions untill all were distrusted -



my condition was lonely - fate threw in my way one whos evry word
~seemed very sincerity - he scorned to deceive - was all virtue

and truth - at length we parted and the ties which had grown be-
tween us were stfengthened - the chains which bound us together
grew brighter and more strong,- But alas! the chords were snapped
the chain was dimmed - my soul lost its ﬁourishment when he ceased
to administer kindness.mﬂ%o think that he would err was far from
me - to think that he would basely desert me without a cause all
sufficient I could never believe - no blame was attached to him
since 1t was evident my own wayward course had driven him from

me - his finer feelings were shocked and his rigid virtue revolted
at my recklesness and loose morals = he could not esteem, he could
not love, he could not have one kind feeling towards me - nay, the
recollection, of our former intimacy, of all the hopes and fears

we had once held in common, of the pleasant hours which had glided
sweetly away whilst we were together, could not ralse one emotion,
could not call forth even pilty.- I could not blame him, yet he
might have remonstrated - he might have drawn me back - he might
have written, at least, and told me of my unworthiness - hatred,
alone would have been nothing in comparison with silent neglect.
Ah! it was too much it could not be borne - it haunted me through
my whole life and has thus made me prematurely old - honours, )i
wealth, powér, life were nothing without true genuine friendship -
The cup of pleasure may be drunk and yet when sympathy of kindred
hearts 1s gone "there is an aching void within", there is an
unsatisfyed restlessness which makes one miserable. He ceased and
there appeared a resemblance between parts of his narration and a
case which had come under my observation and in which I was person-
ally concerned. You, Logan, have neglected me. You have said by
your actions "I will have nothing to do with you", we were intimate
and I confided in yourself and John alone - on his part there was
always a corresponding confidence - a laying open of the heart -

a communion of soul with soul - on your part untill now there

seemed the same interchange - I cannot blame you for the consclous-



ness of my unworthiness prevents it - you saw my faults and fled
from me - my infirmatles are many and aggravated, yet a frlend
should bear with them, or rather should be blind to them. How
long have you been silent? do you know? and how did you act when
"an opportunity of seeing one, you once esteemed, presented ltself?
did you embrace it%? could you not ride the great distance of
eight miles to see a man to whom you had once been a friend? 1if
the present afforded no\inducement could not the recollection of
the past influence you? Was there no inclinatioh to see the
loathsome being and say "I hate you". Feeling lonely and deserted,
as I do, and feeling that this poor scrawl will be an intrusion,
yet it is impossible to remain silent - I cannot-give you up with-
out a remonstrance and it seems incompatable with my former pride
and independence to ask one to care for Eg.zﬁ;lt think not that
your;wwu»éﬁ%ifriend 1s more humble, but that its the love he bears
you that so influences him - he hates the world, he c%négﬁns its
small heartedness - its avarice - its selfishness - He has schooled
his feelings and steeled his heart to bear everything - he has
marked hils course and will follow ;t at the expense of all save
honour - ambition his God, his criterion success. There may be a
time when you will not be dishonoured by my acquaintance and if
my highest aims are realised - if all my scemes are doubly success-
ful never think you are forgotten - and if you should see me in
political strife where all are enemles - where all is confusilon
and distraction, remember, you shall never be forgotten. If you
see John tell him for fy God's sake never to desert me - some
cause must have prevented him from writing or he has also gone the
way of all flesh -

Your Friend

J. S Jackson

Addressed:
> C;jﬁffég. W. NMcKnight, Louisville, Ky.

Pos tmerked: |
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Mary to ¥Mge—Jomn C. Bullitt
{% Wakefield Jyly 5th '44
AT\,
;‘ I very much doubt the legallty of my proceeding My

desr Friend in sending this sheet to you, whilst there are no less
then eight other letters staring me in the face for answers which
should have been given long, long since. T sat down with the good
intention to write a long letter to Miss ILouisa Smith in looking for
her last communicatlon my eye chanced to f£all upon your's, the impulse,
(as my impulses always are) was invisible, in truth I lkmow not that I
struggled very hard against it - but you see T have yielded &m and
you must bear the consequences. Your dateless seallesss yet no less
valued letter reached me a few days previous to my departure for Oid
Point C:mfort from which place 1 was some 111 about a week since =
Our stay there of a fortnight was very delightful until my old enemy
% I had an encounter - I was exceedingly ill for a few days & 8o

soon as my physiclen thought it at all practicable we returned. Never
have I known such universal kindness and sympathy from friends -

far less from persons with swhom I was an unfamiliar stranger and to
others totally so = I shall ever, ever feel truly gratified for the
exceeding great kindness extended to me - and flattered too; Ffor L

had not an idea that I under any circumstances could call forth

such sympathy. "Here is an affectation of Xm¥® her usual humility"
you will probably say. Believe me I have a gufficiently good
Qpinion of myself and you my friend have taught it me - or alded
others in so doing, soyou must not blame me if my bump of self
esteem; should become so distended that I can esteem nothing else.
I wish much you could have been with us at Point Comfort = the

fine sea jreeze and bathing in themselves were ell sufficient to

keep me in good humor. So invigorating, so refreshing - your

&ﬁwwmwwﬁm;aste for fish, oysters and crabs might have been
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satiated, mine was - Company select & most agreeable to say

nothing just now of the Garrison & its attendant delightful

attractions! Oh! those officers. Perfect heart breakers!

And if mine had not been steeled - I might have come off minus -
T put on my whole armor of ugly looks before golng down as a pre-

ventative against the gold & tinsel fever, which has a way of in-

sinuating itself into the systems of most demoiselles who visit
that place - the disease struck in most caées affected me not;-
my system being so thoroughly prepared before passing through
the ordeal ; the first day or two were rather cold, weather

> i
bad and - T found'J%%YYKMLZ;ingen the only {wivw/ vwhich

passed (iléﬂﬂ&ﬁyt’, & accordingly mounted some, consequently
? 4 A
eommd Aared will~ I fourd Major Leach of whom you have heard

me often speak - he is a host in himself and to the point was

truly a sine qu@/&on so bright in face and feeling with

his cheerful, happy spirit, he is certainly the life and
light of a1l around him - we had some charming people from
Richmond, all the elite of the city amongst them lr. and Mrs.
Mason (alias the great heiress Ellen Bruce), who is decidedly
distingue!' in person = Yéu would feel greatly complimented
(ifyou could know her) when I tell you that she reminded me
jig%it’hourly of you - a delicate beauty too,

yeﬁggn the color and expression of eye, and she was so very

like you! I told her og the likeness - They are the most
perfect sample of co%ggﬁial bliss that I have ever seen -

So entirely, and wholly devoted to each other. Mr. Rcbert
Steward, with Msss S. and her sister E. Pearce were expected
when I came away. Preparations were being made for the re-
ception of the Prnesident, but I thought with not little
pleasure - He arrived the evening of the day we left, with
his fair young bride - Thelr stay will occasion some galety

of course - a beautiful temporary residence has been made

2 P
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reédy for them, immediately on the beach and commanding a TIine view
of the Fort, end a delightful water proppect - one of the greatest
inducements one has for staying there is the splendid band which
performs daily - I never heard such strains! They play out every
other evening in the center of the plain, and you have no idea

of the restivity and beauty of the scene - Groups of two or more
walking, standing or sl tting under the trees which are scattered
over the ground - the music so delightful, with 1ts thousand
echos! the officers are all equally sensible, and some very
handsome - I like them well, and as evidence wlll show you some
trophies when we meet (not of conquest), mrimzkpakX friendship
merely! DBut you must be weary of one theme - and yet I scarce
know of what to write. Petersburg is so quite, S0 village-like‘
in its dull round of monotony but I must not tell its people so.
They are of all others, most tenderly tenacious of their rights,
and like not well, to hear of comparisons being drawn - so before
them I generally keep still - yesterday was the 4th which now always
is no more than the 3rd. Very little was done - Sunday school
children marched an oration was delivered & the Declaration of In-
dependence read as usual = Mr., Moffitt addressed the children -

to the enthusiastic admiration of all who heard him. He had had
of course crowded houses for a day or two & will remaln about a
week I hear®- Teking I suppose as many benefits as he ever did

in the west and south - On lMonday we shall return to Bellevue
frombwhich place we have been absent almost six months - Shall
probably not remain there very long as my physiclans say I must

g0 to White Sulphur this summer, to receive a permanent cure -

or my constitution will not be worth one ZT? i - I have proven

so very delicate you would scarce know me I guess. The song

that you spoke of I &glready know. I do wish you could hear the
01d Point band play the air, 'tis certainly the most delightful
thing I ever heard. And so Josh is a reéular bona fide lawyer!
rom my soul do I wish him success. Aye the very best! I must

be his friend still, tho' there seems to be much douby and some
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mystery about his being mine! 7You bid me not seek to know why I am

a forbidden theme! T must and will seek - and why not tell me John?

I have flattered myself that I was often thought of & sometimes

spoken of by the brothers - Josh's conduct is inexplainable - his

continuéd silence after such protestations of regard, and faithful

promises to write - but it 1s past - I certainly am not now what

I once was. My messages to him I really wish delivered! Though

it matﬁers not now. A true friend he has never had - nor one who

would more sincerely sympathize with him in weal or woe - And

when do you my dear friend receive your license? You are quite

right in believing that my kind my best wishes will go with you

where'eer you go, whether it be in the far distant west or the

bright sumny south - I should prefer the latter were I you - Oh!

give me the south, with its warm gushyj of feeling! Open hand -
Q-th

extended e=tr, to d&uh&&twwith heart to sympathize with and con-

sole !- But I would have you go where you can best succeed in securing

for yourself that honor and fame which should rightly belong to every

man of so an ambition! But seek not to be great rather than good -

to be great is to be good I think - and when you have é@ﬁﬁ“ﬁgr

yourself&zﬁé‘name which I feel you will deserve let it &iﬁ?

of mlzg:beauty and greatness as well as mental?

You spegk of a cabinet! I too must be forming on.’j;gelieve—

I have some five specimens already - éﬁﬁgy /U@wék”}ff wa\~“hf\¢

ﬂmﬁazfdwgf» &Léﬂﬁ @mﬂ Mo, imds s presented when we meet when

that shali\ée, none can tell! I have not the most foreisgn idea when
we shall return to Kentucky - the day is far distant; and you may
not be there - but we'll remember each other still, and think of

the years which have passed frought with happiness to both of us,
And so Matt is not engaged, as said Dame Rumor. Like me she 1is

not for Mimmediate annexation". Socgz J. J. Jr. 1s your neighbor

and a good one too you say. I have heard much of Sallie's belléiam.
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I should like so much to see you all, if wut for a little while

even. Vhere and how is Ellen? I am in her debt a letter, which
I will pay sodn tell her with my affectionate regards - I have
of late become sadly negligent as a correspondent, it was not
my wont & I must retrieve my character Have you seen anything
of Judge Browne's family lately? me have not heard from them
for some time - Pjease remember me very arfectionately when
you see them - I should lbve so to see Jenny's 1little Ben And
so it is thought Miss Louisa and Mr., Green will be married. I
am so glad, and think they will suit exactly - she will have
to joln the presb church I guess - I love her dearly, and have
always wanted to see her nicely settled so much - Sue W. will
like it T am sure - My paper is almost gone and warns me to
close. A few days since I had long letters from James He was
then at Gibralter, perfectly fascinated with his vacation and
his officers - Was in very fine spirits - T think it may con-
tinue. VWhere 1s Ilugh Syuith now - and has his father moved to
Missouri as was his intention = \lrite to me very soon and
tell me everything that 1s going on - Shall you go to any of

the springs this summer? Give my best love to all around you

and remewber me to any friends who may inquire after me - I
was surprised to hear that E. Shallcross was to marry Mr. Scott.
Do you think it quite certa1n° - T have written a stupid letter,
but [ 7 A:YA,A you must pardon 1t, My poor head aches sadly,
-t Qagree——""
and I am still very feeble = ﬁ- S l«{yesterda* . She
[¥3

sendsmuch love to you - will leave school thls month. She 1is

very rmuch admired, but will endeavor to watch over your interest,
insomuch as I feel interested myself, and should like you for my

cousin. Do write soon to
Your very sincere friend,

Mary

Addrésss ~
éMTT‘jUEﬁ C.Bullist, Care Mr. Wm.C. Bullitt,
Jouisville, K

o ®
. RS

Pogtmark: Petersburg, Va. July 6
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"Different extremes" are often productive of misfortunes

equally to be regreated & being "Called by a lady is scarcely

less unpleasant, aside fpom the flatery it conveys, than falling
into a Similar Error yourself. The only difference is that
in one case you have the glorious privilege of craw-fishing
out of the scrape and in the other the glorious privilege of
going out when you are kicked out & this constitutes the slight
difference betweeﬁ your case & mine.

Again my arrant heart has been running after "no profit"
& in Cultivating the wirtue of Susceptibility I am made to
suffer a penalty proportioned only to some great tault., I almost
took an oath never to fancy another Womah. Read before you pro-
nounce me rash.

Having laterly denied myself the dangerous pleasure of
Ladies Soclety the impression made by Miss Bartlett has been
unusvally lasting & unforﬁunately jmst as time is effacing its
last traces, another Fairy being crosses my path to brighten
it for a moment & then to cast a deeper gloom upon its future

% ﬁmm@

itizens of McCoupin

course.

Sixteen Hundred of the pAdl

County - Sturdy Yoemen - Buxom dames’&!@air Lasses were assembled

about Fourteen Miles from here at the'if‘tle Town of Woodburn

to celebrate in a becoming manner the %'ysélghth year of

our Blorious Independence. The Stars & Stripes of freedom waved
proudly over half e Thousand of the bright Daughters of our

chosen land. The Elastic Step - the glowlng joyousness of their
happy faces spoke the enthusiasm of every breast &'gave an earnest
of the existence of that spirit upon which depends our National
erndurance., Each countenance told the happiness of its possessor

O{J’u YA ’{

& was dempped in its gayest & liveliest expression. In, looking %
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round upon the crowd before me my eye was caught & my attention
fixed by one whose returning glances shot a thrill through my
frame Equisite as indescribable. You know the magic of a look
from beauties Eye a vague & indefinite recollection of
somewher before having met that same look passed through my
mind but I was unable to fix it & strove in vain while gazing
upon her to‘recognize some girlish acquaintance of my boyhood
now matured into womanly perfection.kThe Spirit éf gentleness
seemed slumbering neath her slightlf irregular Features & ever
waking at each pleasing thought into a smile of loveliness.
Hegéuwas not the Bei%y of the lifeiess Statue buv the beauty
of the Soul. But who can describe the irresistible charm that
attracts us we know not why. She was alil that your luxuriant
Fancey can paint her & you camnot be surprised that in gazing
after such a creature , I almost lost my dinner.

Loosing sight of her in the crowd on our way to the
table restored me to comsciousness, but my appetite was gonse.
Restless & uneasy I went in search of the Company to Whiéh she
belonged & having discovered it, invited several of the boys
round just opposite to see the prettiest girl on the ground but
lo she was not among them & the Bbys soon forgot their dis-
appointment in Clamoring for dinner whilst I on tiptoe en-
deavoured by looking in every direction, to discover the object
of my search. Upon the point of despairing & of cursing the
moment our Eyes ever met I turned from my survey just in time
to see her approach the table & with a smile of gratifying
tenderness © place her baby upon itvlll D-n the Baby & all

babies whether in yelléw gown or white say I for they are equally
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fatal to me. The dish thus served up for my chagrin ana dis-
appointment had the happy effect of restoring my appetite. I
ate a Devil of a Dinner & satisfied the enquiring curiesity
of the Boys by wondering what could have become of her - &
concluding that the pretty girl I was looking for must have
left the crowd & gone home in disgust. I afterwards found that
she was an o0ld acquaintance & wished to l1et me know that she
recognized me. She was very pleasant notwithstanding the Baby.

If you are not tired of this Celebration I can give you
some circumstamces connected with it which will be more in-
teresting than this string of stouff.

Nels was the orator of the day & discharged his high
duty with much credit to himself & pleasure to his Friends.

He gave us an Oration Chaste Peautirul and appropriate &
delivered it in his clear distinct & somewhat Eloquent manner
which is all that can be sald of one delivered on so common an
occasion.

Partlality may influence me unconsciously to place too
high an estimate upon 1t but after making all allowances you
may rest assured that it was good.

Nels is rising rapidly & 1s the most popular young man
in this Section of Country. Indeed I wish he was less so.It is
such a temptation to rush into Political 1life prematurely & such
a course could not but fuin him professionally. He only needs
a Kentucky Wife to give him the finishing stroke & make him
the cleverest fellow living. Won't you help hiﬁvto 8me if he comes
on this Fall., I Received a few days since my first letter from
01d Smith. He is in fine §pirits & writes that "he will have
a large practice" (God save the patients) "this Fall', He wishes
me as his next friend to discharge the painful duty which
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devolves upon him of communicating to Aunt Ann that he has
broken his pledge to her not to drink & requests me to gloss
it over with half a sheet of excuses which I have neither
time nor inclination to copy. I can only state the plain un-
varnlshed fact & leave him to put in his own plea. Since my
last my 1life has had every charm which variety can give. I have
dissipated (not drank) in St.Louis, Frequented the theatre, &
participated in every amusement which it affords. Have explored
the greater part of South Western Missouri & pert of Arkansas.
Have been Physician % Farmer, have made Pills & made Hay -
Attended the June Comventlon at Peoria & Sunday prayer meetings
at home & run to every extreme except in hard s tudy.

My plans for the future are all changed & I will not give
them to you, least they should be changed again ere you hear from
me. To me all anticipations are uncertain & I indulée in them
only to beguile the hours of relaxation from mental exercise of
i more positive nature. You either have seen or will see the Miss
?opeé soon as when they were here a few weeks since they were
anticipating a trip to Louisville this Summer. Take my advice
& dont suffer yourself to be captivated by either & ask no
questions. If you do not think Lucretia one of the most Splendid
Women that you ever met with I must forfeit my judé@ent’of the
Sex., You know my opinion of her but I must acknowledge that whén
I last saw her it underwent some favourable modification.

Ask Aunt Ann if the abundance of her good nature &
benevolence has not been accﬁmulating almost long enough to
suffer a slight expenditure without materially diminishing its
quantity. I am now waiting a letter from Dr Gross which is to
determine my future course. It is left to him entirely & I am
ignorant of what it will be. The greatest sacrifice which Ishould

make in exchanging Louisville for any other place would be the

W



home which you all have furnished me & which you know I
have not held lightly.

I have read this to Nels ¥ ke agrees to pay the postage
for the compliment. h

My best love to your mother, Cousin Martha & all the
Ballance. Tell Cousin M that I fear she will be compelled to
forego her so frequently expressed resolution or else submit

circulate

to those annoying reports which a community invariably/as a
compliment to its favourites. The only efficient & certain way
of avoiding them is to confirm some one of them, & I shall not be
surprised to hear that her stoicism has failed & that she has
adopted this most politic plan. It may be something new to
her to know that I have had the pleasure of hearing her praises
trumpeted on the wild prairies of the prairie state.

I have not yet been able to procure a copy of Lees
Strictures which I shall read my first opportunity. It is my
intention to visit St Louls in a week or two where it can
probably be obtained, & willl get a copy 1f it can be hads
I shall spend three or four days there in business & hope to be
able to indulge in the occasional exquisite relaxation of a call
upon Miss B = I write nothing upon the engrossing subjects of
public attention - the éssassination of J. %yith & the inundation }7
of the country by the Mississippi as you will find everything
interesting in the papers. Had I not filled my sheet with trifles
in my present mood I would write something more substantial, but
there 1s nothing like following a mans humor & as I havé done
this I must not regreat it. My respects to Josh & your father
& for yourself the best wishes of your sincere friend

Willis G Edwards
Addressed: Mr. John C. Bullitt, Louisville Ky.
Postmarked: Alton,Ill. Jul 11





