April 5, 1973

Mrs. Ina Jean Bentley Gillam
406 South Chickasaw
Bartlesville, Oklahoms 74003

Dear Mrs, Gillam:

I received your letter enquiring sbout the Bentleys of Fleming

County, Kentucky with the enclosed census data, in which you atated
that you had acquired my name from the Western Heraldry Organisation.
I have never heard of this orgauisation and camnot imagine how they
happencd to have my name in a 1list they circulate.

My Bentleys are from New England, My grandfather was born in
Vermont, where his family had lived since the time of the American
Revolution. Prior to that time they had lived in Massaclmsetts and
Connecticut.

I think the Xentucky Beutleys descend from a Virginia family.
I know that the name occurs in the colonial recorda of York County,
Virginia, and probably in other counties of that state.

Enclosed is a photocopy of an earlier letter I sentyou on the
subject, which is filed inm the Bentley family file here. I am adding
the data you sent in your current letter to this file also with the
hope that it will be helpful to other Bentley researchers and perhape
someone seeing it will contact you with further informatiom.

I'm very sorry to learn of your fire and hope that you didn't
lose irreplaceable records on your families., That would be tragic.

Best wishes,

James R, Bentley
Secretary

fot



Dear

_ I am writing to you because your name appeared on the list
gent to me by thes

Western Heraldry Organization
P.0. Box 19281
Denver, Colorado 80219

A8 g person lnterested in Research on the Surngme BENTLEY in
FLEMING COUNTY, KENTUCKY.

I trace my ancestry to George D. Bentley born in Kentucky 15th October
1796 ~=died Fleming Co., Kentucky January 14, 188l.

Apparently his father was Michael Bentley and he had at least
brothers Williasm and Isaighe.

I am g descendant through Thomas Hb Bentley son of George D. Bentley
and Catherine Bishop Bentley. -

I am enclosing two mimeographed sheets on census information
I have collected on this family.

If you have any knowledge about this family further than what
I have, I would certdnly appreciate knowing about itd

I am also enclosing a brief story about Thomas Bentley of Kaskaskige-
during the time of the Revolutionary War. Has anyone information
if he had deseendants and if so, whom?

Plegee don't expect any more himeographed information from me soon--
the entire.upstairs of my house =~ including the mimeograph burned
on the 24th of December. Actually the address I am giving you

is for a burned out hm se == but I hope to rehiild there —-- and
still consider that as MY PERMANENT ADDRESS. The postmaa has

orders to and is still delivering mail there.

Most of my genealoglcal material was downstairs ~-- but some =-
including BENTLEY information BURNED. Another exgmple why we

better collect all we can while we can == and get it distributed
about so that SOMEONE WILL HAVE IT!!

Hope we can pool some information éﬁd save duplication of the same
effort on the part of di fferent people.

Sincerely,

Ing Jean Bert ley Gillam

406 So. Chickasaw

Bartlesw 1le, Oklzhoma
T4003
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1860
15tk day of June District o, L Fleming Co, . C. Hlizaville

GRCNTE L. IETRISY 52 1 Zeutucky
Gatharine 55 F Fousekeeper le:xtucky
Cersheby 3 T louse &ssistant .y
Jares . 21 I Ferm head  lentcucky
jre Catharine 1= T 3?011se igsistont Iy
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SI0IGE '~‘.a RIETIAI 35 L Tentucky
Garsh 2. 23 T Tentucky
Jemes . g ieituclky
Vary J. 7 ¥ Tewtucky
iancy C, J T Heutucky
William 3. 1 rercucky
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Y0 Do YL 7% .. Farmer 300C 800 Ky

l;m 7 (mfe) 35 T married withiu the year (December)
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Jao T, 21 il
Hary 20 §©



%870 Continued
Descandants of George D, Bentley, Fleming County, Kultucky, continued

Hfouszhold 149 Family number 144

JEMES M, BENTIEY 30 M 380 Kentucky
Tsahel 26 F Kentucky
Amn R, 3 F Kentucky
Aldfarstta l F Kentucky
Mary S, 3/12 F Kentusly

142 142  RICHARD M, BEHTIEY 35 M Farmer 500 Kentucky

Jran 34 F Kentucky
E’izabeth E, 11 F Kenvuciy
elda 8 F Kentuoxy

74 69 THOMAS H. BENTIEY 39 M TFarmer 500 Kentucky
Caazsa A, 34 F Kentucky
Albef‘r M 9 M Kentuveiky +I1linois
To W, 8 M Keniucuwy
Tora £, 6 F Kentucizy
Elizabeth C, 3 F Kentucky
Rebecca £, 2 F Kentucky
Jas, T, 4/12 M Kentuficy
219 215 CEORBE 3ISHOP EENTIEY 45 M Farmer 1000 1000 Ky
Sarah 3 F Kentucky
Ja H, 1s M Kentucky
Mary J,. 17 Kentucky
Nancy C. 13 Kentucky
Wm 10 M Kentucky
Elizabeth 9 F Kentucky
Margaret 7 F Kentucky
Mattie 4 F Kentucky
not named 5/12 M Kentucky
- 1880 :
7th of June FIEMING COUNTY, KENTUCKY, Centerville, Precinct No. 6
103 GEORGE D, BENTIEY 83 M Farmer Ky Ky Ky
Mary 54 TF wife keeping house Ky Ky Ky
104 JOHN BENTIEY 31 U Ky Ky Ky
Mary 30 F Ky Ky Xy
Hattie 8 F Ky Ky Ky
Robert 7 M Ky Ky Ky
Samuel: 6 M XKy Ky Ky
Mary J. 1 F Ky Ky Ky
105 J. M, HEHTIEY 41 M Farmer Ky Ky Ky
Belle 3% F Wife XKy Ky Ky
Annie 13 F Daughter Ky E¥ &y
Alfaretta 10 F Son Ky Ky Ky
Ludie 10 F Daughter Ky Ky Ky
Casgie 5 F Daughter Ky Xy Ky
James 1 M Son Ky> Ky Ky
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INTRODUCTION TO ONZ THOMAS BENTLEY " 74003
© ACTIVE IN KENTUCKY AREA
In The American Revolutionary Times

‘Compiled by Ina Jean Gillam 1972

v Thls account Is net meant to imply that this IS OR IS NOT
OUR BENTLEY line! However, here is a very interesting Thomas
Bentley from the time and area where my tracing back KNOWN Bentley
ancestors becomes fuzzy, This story is so colerful that I feel
ene who is studying early Kentucky Bentley's should at least be
aware that there was such a BENTLEY!

This information is taken from two volumes —-both from the
COLLECTIONS OF THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL LIBRARY VOLUMES
edited by Clarence Walworth Alvord ~-~ the Virginia Series, Volume II
KASKASKIA RECORDS 1778~1790and the Centennial History of Illinois
THE ILLINOIS COUNTRY 1673-1318, .

Some time just previous to the outbreak of the American L
Revolution an Tnglishman established his permanent home at Kaskaskla.
This was Thomas Bentley, whose early career is shrouded in obscurity.
He came to West Florida from London, probably soon after the French
and Indian War, and established at Manchac a store as a center for
trading up and down the Mississippi, Not before the seventies did
he transfer his headquarters to Kaskaskia; at least his name does not
appear in the British records, From his first appearance in the
Tllinois he managed a successful and profitable business, In
1777 he married Marguerite Bauvais, a daughter of one of the richest
and most important French families in the community, thereby
establishing his position both financially and socially in the
I1linois country :

Rocheblave was the British cemmandant at Kaskaskia, Bentley
soon became the leader of the Appositisn to Roceblave,; While it
is obviously prejudiced testimeny, it is interesting to note that
in 1780 Rocheblave asserted that one man had been responsible
for the fall of the Illinois country, and that one was Thomas Bentley,

This statement reveals his firm conviction that Bentley had played
the traitor to the British cause and had been instrumental in
bringing the Virginians to Illinois,

The Virginia officers, who accompanied Clark to Illinois,
evidently regarded themselves under some obligation to Bentley
for, as soon as they had captured Vincennes in the spring of 1779,
Captain Bowman and Clark's secretary, Jean Girault, wrote to the
Britieh authorities ¢oncerning his release, For such a man the
Virginians would have had little regard; but their act ic easily
explained, if he had been the means of conveying the information to
them that made their undertaking successful,

With Captain John Rogers in 1781 --on thélhr way the the
government (Virginia) were Messers Dodge, Dejean, & Bentley, with
several Indians, of which Battist the Kaskaskaia Chife was One,
In 1783 Bentley petithoned the Virginia Assembly for payment of
money owing him,

The widow Margaret Bentley was petitioning for a part of
Thomas Bentley's estate in 1787, Here is the information that she
was not of age when Bentley married her,, It seems she concedes
Bentley never lived with her after release from prison, she says
he never brought the matter into court, and it is therefore probable
that her late husband pardoned her for the misunderstandings that they
may have had, Although one sentence reads " to deprive of hér
rights a wife and children” I never find any children named,



¥r, John C. Venek

United Censalogists

69 Went Washington Street
Chicago 2, I1linois

Dear Mr. Vamek!

As our staff is small, we are not able fo underteke genss-
logical work of an extensive nature. Inasmuch as the Bent-
leys vers in louisville during recent days, there should be

records for you to comsult in your effrots to locate
George H. Bentley.

1 have looked in the ILomisville City Directories for 1916,
1917, and 1918. In the latter two llstings is the name of
a Ogorge H. Bentley, paper hanger in the employ of Snyder
and Barnes, and a resident of New Albany, Indiama, At the
present time there is no George H, Bentley either in our
Toulsville Mirectory or in the New Albeny phone book. In
the latter, however, is the mame of ¥. Clinton Bentley,
317 B, 16th St. Sew Albany, Indiana, Inasmuch -+ this is
gae only listing for a Bentley, he may be 2 son of George

Inpammuch &8s Mrs, Caroline Kessack Bentley gave generously
of hey talents in behalf of the widows and orphane of the
Roman Catholic Cureh, there may be some record of her in
thelr files, I suggest that you write the Iibrarian at the
Bishop's Residence, 1118 South Third Street, lLoukiville,
Kentucky. If you would care for experienced genealogical
asaistance in finding Mr. Bentley, I suggest that yow
write one of these two geneslogists: Mrs. Charles %, Crailk,
§18 Oxford Place, Loutsville 7, Kentucky; Mre. ¥W.E, Satord.
317 lotis Way, louieville 7, Kentucky.

51 merely $

(Mrs.) Dorothy Thomss Cullen
880 Corator and Librarian



Telephone ANdover 3-5398 Cable Address “Familytree”

UNITED GENEALOGISTS

69 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
CHICAGO 2, ILLINOIS

11 S8

August 9, 1961

Filson Club,
Louisville, Kentucky

Gentlemen:

I send this communication to you at the suggestion of Dr. Oren A.
Beatty, Hospital Director of the State Tuberculosis Hospital, Dis-
trict Two, Louisville.

I am endeavoring to locate one George H, Bentley in connection with
the recovery of valuable unclaimed property rights. Our research
discloses that the said George H. Bentley was born in or around
Louisville in about 1877, the son of George and Caroline R, Kessack
Bentley. The aforesaid Caroline R, Kessack Bentley died in the

State Tuberculosis Hospital aforesaid on June 20, 1917, Mrs. Bentley
was an artist of considerable reputation devoting her talents to the
creation of pictures which were sold for the benefit of institutions
meaintained for widows and orphans by the Roman Catholic c hurch in
the City of Louisville,

I'take the privilege of writing to you hopeful that you will check your
records to ascertain if any information is contained therein pertaining
to the said Caroline R, Kessack Bentley and/or her son, George H.
Bentley. Enclosed is a self-addressed stamped envelope for the con-
venience of your reply and I include my thanks for your courtesy and
cooperation in this matter.

./--Very tru'ly yours,

/ John C. Vanek
JCV:me
enc

MEMBER: CHICAGO ASSOCIATION OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
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406 So, Chickasaw
Bartlesville, Okla, 74003
August 9, 1972

Filson Club Library
118 W. Breckenridge
Louisville, Kentucky

Attention (If available)
Mr, James R, Bentley
Curator of Manuscripts of
The Filson Club

Dear Mr, Bentley;

I have only been looking into my family history for
the last year or so, and am still somewhat clumsy with my
inquiries,

However, when I saw the reference to you, a Bentley,
in a position of having early Kentucky history available, I
could not help but wonder how much you know about the history
of the Bentley's of early Kentucky,

T am enclosing some readings from Fleming County, Kenbucky
Census., I am sure that my great-great grandfather was George D, _

__Bentley whose gravestone in Poplar Run Cemetery Elizaville, Ky.

gives his birth date as October 15, 1796 and his death date

as January 14, 1881, The 1880 Census says that both his father
add mother were born in Kentucky, There was a Michael Bentley
living in Fleming County Kentucky in 1820 who appears to be

the same Michael Bentley that was in Nicholas County in 1810,
Circumstantial evidénce makes it appear that Michael is the

father and other sons besides George D, are probably Isiah Bentley
and William Bentley,

Bentley!s from the Revolutionary War that appear in a number
of references I have found are James Bentley and John Bentley
who both sevbed as Privates in the army of George Rogers Clark,
I have corresponded with a man in California who has Bible records
from the family of this John Bentley -~ and they seem to rule out
my line as descending from him, Some references to James Bentley
give a partial list of children-~ but not complete =~ so that is
still an unanswered line so far as I am concerned, Also there
was a William Bentley Capt from Virginia who got land in Kentucky
~but I have not found much definite about him, Also there is
another line down in Pike County that seems to descend from a Daniel
Bentley from North Carolina,

If you have suggestions as to the origin of my George D, and
ﬁrobably his father Michael -- I would certainly appreciate ANY
elp.
Sincerely, (. iy
S P ._;.,r./,)f/é" ;f S
(Mrs,) Ina Jean Bentley Gillam
406 So, Chickasaw
Bartlesville, Okla,
74003
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1870 Continued ’
Nescendants of Ceorge D, Bentley, Fleming County, KPntucky, continued

Housahold 149 Family number 144

1880
7th of June FIEMING COUNTY, KENTUCKY,

103 GEORGE D, ZENITIEY 83
Mary 54

104 JOHN BENTIEY 31
Mary 30
Hattie 8
Robert 7
Samuel: 6
Mary J. 1

105 J. M, BEHTIEY 41
Belle 36
Annie 13
Alfaretta 10
Ludie 10
Cassie 5
James 1

INA JEAN GILLAM ™

Chickasay
Okla, 74003

JAMES M, BEHTIEY 30 M 350 Kentucky
Isabel 26 F Kentucky
Avn W, 3 F Kentucky
Alfaretta 1l F {entu:ky
Mary 3, 3/12 F Kentusky
142 142 35 M Farmer 500 Kentucky
34 F Kentucky
) 1 F Kentucky
Lle ) 8 F Kentucky
74 69 39 M Farmer 500 Kentucky
- 34 F Kentucky

. 9 M yaktw
5 > 8§ M Keniuony
// e 6 F Kentusls
Eiizabeth C, 3 F Kentucky
s Rebecca 4, 2 F Kentucky
Jas, T, 4/12 M Kentuficy

219 215 GEORBE BISHOP EENTIEY 45 M Farmexr 1000 1000 Ky
Sarah 36 F Kentucky
Ja H, 18 M Kentucky
Mary J. 17 Kentucky
Nancy C. 13 Kentucky
Wmn 10 M Kentucky
Elizabeth g F Kentucky
Margaret 7 F Kentucky
Mattie 4 F Kentucky
not named 5/12 M Kentucky

Centerville, Precinct No. 6

M Farmer Ky Ky Ky
F wife keeping house Ky Ky

M Xy Ky
F Ky Ky
F Ky Ky
M Ky Ky
M XKy Ky
F Ky Ky
M Farmer Ky Ky
F Wife Xy Ky
F  Daughter Ky KK
F Son X Ky
F  Daughter Ky Ky
F  Daughter Ky Ky
M Son Ky > Ky

<y 9¢I1linois

Ky

Ky
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hugust 15, 1972

Mrs., Ina Jean Bentley Gillam
106 South Chickasaw
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 7L003

Déar Hrs. Oillams:

" It was nice to hear from you and to learn about your
research on the Bentley family of Kentucky. We are filing
your letter and its enclosures of census records on the Bentleys
in our Bentley family file, where it will be available to other
searchers.

I am enclosing for you a copy of a three page account of
some of the Kentucky Bentleys compiled by the Fincastle Chapter
of the DAR and filed in our Bentley file,

Also enclosed is some Bentley data copled from a few
books here, which I hope will help you, If you have access to
the Register of the Kentucky Hlstorical Society, you might seach
the indexes to each volume for the surname Bentley and see what
turns up. If you can get to Lexington and the University of
Kentucky Library, they have microfilm eopies of many county
records -~-wills, deeds, etec.,«~ which would be useful for your
work. The Kentucky Historical Society in Frankfort has other
records, including the early tax lists of Kentucky which would
help locate Bentleys in Keantucky.

My particular family is from New England and I am not
descended from the Kentucky Bentleys, so I have no personal
notes I can send, I do recall when I worked for Oolonial
Williamsburg, that the name Bentley occurred fregently in
the colonial records of York County, Virginia,

I hope this information will be helpful to you and
I wish you every succeas in your efforts to trace your Bentley
£ amily v

Sincerely,

James R, Bentley
Curator of Manuseripts



BENTLEY

Kentucky Vital Statistics 1852-1860, Register of the Kentucky Historical
Society Vel. L8 (1950)

Fleming County Deaths
G. D Bentley aged LOj d. Aug., 1857; b. Fleming Co. p. 173

Mary J. Bentley aged 293 d. June 1855 of consumption; b. Fleming
Co.3 parents Groves. p. 173

William Bentley aged 61; d. Aug. 2, 1855 of sonsumption; b. Ky. p. 173

John Bently aged 25; d. Oct. 1853 of consumption; b. Fleming Co.;
parent Sarah Bently. p. 173

Mary E. Graves aged 35; &. Feb, 26, 1860 of sonsumptionj b. Fleming Co.j
parents Qeorge end Catherine Bentley. p. 177

Franklin County Déaths ‘
Flisabeth Centley age 75} d. Dec. 6, 18573 b. Fauguler Co., Va.}
parents Elias and Letty Hitt. p. 362

Floyd County Deaths
Wancy J. Bentley aged 163 d. May 3, 189L of ooldj b. Floyd Co.
parents H, G. and Sally Bentley. p. 267

Fayette County Deaths
Washington Dentley aged €2; d. July 1852 of choleray b. Va. p. 65

William M. Talley, Talley's Kentucky Papers. Dallas, 1966.
Nicholas County Marriages iBOOmig Se Ppe 101 ’
William Bentley to Nancy Fulton (?) June 15, 181l.

The name Bentley occurs frequently in the 1850 census of
Lawrence County, Kentucky which was formed in 1821 Irom
Floydaand Greenup Counties, according to the Register, Vol. 48,
page 80.



drs. Ina Jean Dentley Oillam
406 Bovuth Chickasaw
Bartlesvills, Oklahoma 74003

‘Déay Mrs. Gillam:

© It was nice to hear from you and to learn about your
research on the Bgntley fapily of Kentucky. We are filing
your letter and its énclosurss of census records on the 2entleys
in cur Bemtley family file, where it will be available to other
gearchers,

I am enclosing for you 4 copy of a thres page acocunt of
gsome of the Keutucky Bentleys compiled by the Fineastls Chapter
of the DAR and filed in our Bentley file.

Also enclosed is some Bentley data copiud from a few
Books here, which I hope will help you. If you have access to
the Register of the Kentucky Historical Socisty, you might seach
the indexes to sach vclume for the surname Bentlsy and see what
turnsg uwp. If you can get to Lexington and the University of
Rentucky Iidbrary, they have mlcorofilm coples of many county
recorus ~-willa, deeds, etc.-- witich would be useful for your
work. The Kentucky Historical Society in Frankfort has other
records, including the early tax linds of Rentucky which would
help lecate Bentleys in Kentucky.

My particular family i{s from New Englaud and ¥ am not
descended from the Kentucky Bentleys, so I have no persconal
notes I can send. I do recall when I worked for Colonial
Williamsburg, that the name Beniley occurred fregently in
the colonial records of York County, Virginia,

I hope this information will be helpful 1o you and
I wish you every success in your efforts to trace your Bentlsy
family.

Sincerely,

James H. Bentley
Curastor of Manuseripte



BENTLEY

Kentucky Vital Statistics 1852-1860, Register of the Kentucky Historical
Society Vol. L8 (1950)

Pleming County Deaths
0. D. Bentley aged LO; d. Aug. 1857; b. Fleming Cos p. 173

Mary J. Bentley aged 29; d. June 1855 of consumptioh; b. Fleming
Co.3 parents OQrovea., Dp. 173

William Bentley aged 61; d. Aug. 2, 1855 of sonsumption; b. Ky. pe 173

John Bently aged 25; d. Oct. 1853 of consumptionj b. Fleming Co.;
parent Sarah Bently. p. 173

Mary E, Graves aged 35; d. Peb, 26, 1860 of sousumptionj b. Fleming Co.;
parents George and Catherine Bentley. p. 177

Franklin County Ddaths
Llizabeth Ceutley age 15; d. Dec. 6, 1857; b, Fauquier Co., Va.;
parents Elias and Letty Hitt. p. 362

Floyd County Deaths
Nancy J. Bentiey aged 16; d, May 3, 1894 of cold; b, Floyd Co.;
parents H, G. and S2lly Bentley. p. 267

Fayette County Deaths v
Washington Bentley aged €23 de July 1852 of cholera; b. Va. p. 65

William M. Talley, Talley's Kentuc§§ Papers. Dallas, 1966,
Nicholas County Marriages 1800-1615. p. 101
William Bentley to Nancy Fulton (?) June 15, 181k,

The name Bentley occurs frequently in the 1850 census of
Lawrence County, Kentucky which was formed in 1821 from
Floydaand Greenup Uounties, according to the Register, Vol. L8,
page 00,
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March 25, 1977

Mrs. Loya May Ray
RR 3, nox 158 _
Sullivan, Illinois 6195

Dear Mpg, Ray:

Your lettep addressed te Joln R, Bentley at the Mormon library
on Hurstbourne Lane has been given to me by the Mormons or, the chance
that yoyu intended it for me,

There ig g Bentl rginia ang 7 know that there
were'Benﬁleys in York County, Virginig 1
little about these Ber,

n the late 17¢n century, I imow
entleye ang belisve little hag been written ¢oncerning
them, 3 Search of the Grayson Sounty, Virginia records geems to be in
order to locate your Bentleys,

My

Eentley famil
Conceming

¥ is from Nay England ang the information T have
them would pe °f no value o you.

Itm EOrry not to

have an answer fopr
Success with your search,

Four Problesm, byt wish you

Simcerelys

James R, Bentley
Secr@tany



< Mrs. Lora May Ray
«*RR 3, Box 156
< Sullivan, IL 61951

Nov.1,1976

John R,Bentley

% Genealogy Library at Stake Center
1000 Hurstbourne Lane
Louisville ,Ky. #0200

Dear Mr.Bentley}
A lady in Chio sent me your name and address. I wondered if you had any data

concerning my Bentley ancestors,

Well gladly pay a reasonable fee for needed data. Inclosed is what little is

known ¢f my line.

Well be looking forward to hearing from you,

Sincerely Eé;&}uainYleﬁiw\ )

Mrs.Lora May Ray



-
Bhat is known of OBEDIAH BENTLEY my ancestor < Mrs. Lora May Ray

i
son of Jonathan & Sarah(Bedsalt) Bentley q ;{f,‘,ii;,?j’,’;‘gf%,

Bl g o

Obediah Bentley, born May 6,1804 (Grayson Co.,Va.?) . . ° N
d May 5,1884 Wilson Co,Ks. dates taken from headstone
buried Country Cem. 3% miles N of Neodésha ,Ks. Cedar Twpe.,Wilson Co.

m- History of Dela.Co.,Ind, 1881 by Helm p 206 :( list-of a 1627-1828)
i Obediah Bentley to Rebecca Davis T SdBE & .
Hebecca Davis, dau of 7 "5

born’'ea,1812 Ohio by census (was she born in Féyette_Co.;Qﬁio)?
died Sept., 30,1888, 78y 18d buried in Pea Cem, , Moﬁltr;é,QO.,Ill.
( she is the only Bentley with a head stone 'in Moultrie Co.- no

record of her death here) But beleive she died at the home of

hél" daucsarah.‘ . »- 2 2 .
. ¢ ey~ I ot (e
children;
dJ th b . 182 o= . =
Sgggh %?Eentigy, org §§%.6,1831 Delaware Co,.,Ind, ~ " {my arieéstor)

m Hiram A.Royse- lived Moultrie Co.,T11, 1

Naney Jane Bentley, born ca,1836 Ind. oI ol £}
m 2-14-1861 James H.lennom ; m 2nd ?.(-lived K} -
Bthelinda Bentley- b ca.1839 ?
Obediah Bentley,dJr. b 1837 d 1929 in Wilson Co.,4Ks: : ol P 57
m 7-29-1865 in Ill.oMartha Jane Hilliard ¢-kited Wilson CousKs.

Joseph Bentley, born ca.1844 in Tnd, m? Ixt: .
Yorn Feb.25,1844 died May 20-1872 by headstmne .. LN s
He is buried with Obediah, 'He was not in 1870 censis of Wilson Co.Ks.
but is buried there in 1872, Where was He and.who had'fie marriéd-717%.

David Bentley, b ca.1846 Ind., m in Kans. Angelia

d Aug.26,1881 34y 7 m 21d by headstone , buried with Obediah
lived Cedar Twp., Wilson Co.,Ks.

Zachariah Bentley, b c¢a.1849 Ind, :
m 7-15-1869 I11., Nancy JeRoney- lived Ks.

Oma Leticia Bentley,b ca. 1852 Moultrie Co.,Il1l.
m in Ks, 7

cénsus report
1830 Census Delaware CoeyInd., Mt.Pleasant Twp.
With father ( 20-29) 1801-1810

1840 census of Delaware Co.,fnd. Mt.Pleasant Twp.
Obadiah Bentley

1 female 1-4 ( 1836-1840)

2 female 5-9 ( 1831-1835

1 male 10-14 ( 1826-1830)

1 female 20-29 ( 1811-1820 JRebecca

1 male 30-39 ( 1801-1810) Obediah

1 male 60-69 ( 1771-1780) Jonathan

1850 census (over)



What is known of Johathan Bentley ~ my ancestor

- Mrs, Lora May Ray
=RR 3, Box 155
.. Sullivan, IL 61951

Jonathan Bentley, b ca.l774/5 (1771 to 1780 by Delaware Co.,Ind. 1830 Census)
died after 1840 Where? No record in Delaware Co.,they tell me.
m Urayson Co.,Va. Dec.9,1795 ( marriage register #l, p 40)
Sarah Bedsalt
b ca.17777 (1771-1780 by Delaware Co.,Ind. census of 1830 if that is her)

only two known ch.} Joseph and Obediah
Jonathan listed on 1810 tax 1list of Grayson Co,.Va.

no Bentley's listed in 1820 Yrayson “o.Va. census.
1820- Fayette Co.,0hio census Jefferson Twp.

Jonathan Bentley Joseph household also there.
1 male 16-18 (1802-1804) Obediah he,wife and 1 ch. and 1 male
1 male 16-25 (1795-1804) 1? 16-18-

1 male 45 Up (before 1785) Jonathan
1 female 16-25 1
1 female 45 Up- wife

1830 census of Delaware Co.,Ind, Mt.Pleasant Twp.
Jonathan Bentley

1 female 5-9 (1821-1825)

1 male 20-29 (1801-1810)

1 male 36-38 9 (1791-1800)

1 mage 50-59 (1771-1780) fonathan

1 female 50-59 (1771-1780) wife

History of Delaware Co.,Ind. 1881l by Thos.B.Helm, Mount Pleasant Twp. p 266

Jonathan Bentley and his sons Joseph & Obediah came during the years 1826 and 1827.

Jonathan Bentley was one of the "“good and lawful men" who constituted the lst grand
jury- of Delaware Co.,impaneled May 19,1828,

During the summer of 1831 ,the 1lst school of the twp. was taught in a deserted
cabin on the Jonathan Bentley farm..

1840 Census of Delaware Co.,Ind.

Twp households listed- Obediah and Joseph

Jonathan beleived the male 60-69 living with Obediah( born 1771-1780) wife not
listed in 1840

Jonathan Bentley not listed in the 1850 census of Delaware Co.,Ind.

A lady researcher says there is no will or estate setllement in Delaware co for
Jonathan., Where did he die7??? Also no death record. Did he go and live with
ancther child some where else??

Was Jonathan born in Va,- who were his parentsi?



Chart of BENTLEY ancestors (known)

of Mrs.Lora May Ray
RR#3 Box 155
Sullivan,Ill, 61951

Jonathan Bentley
b between 1771-1780 by Census
m Grayson Co.,Va. Dec.9,1795(m rec from there}

=0Obediah Bentley '
. b May 6,1804 (Grayson Co.Va.?)
d 1884 Wilson Co.Ks.
m Delaware Co,,Ind.(date not known)

|

Sarah Bedsalt
Sarah S.Bentley
1831~1916
PE—— .
Hiram A.Royse [
1830-1909 . ?

| Rebecea Davi
. b ca.1812 Chio ( by census)
d 1888 Moultrie Co,,Ill.

L_______?



July 7, 1980

Mrs. Chris A, Poster
175 Pinecrest Avenue
Decatur, Georgis 30030

Dear Mrs. Foster:

1 losated your letter of March 2hth last Thursday, when looking
through & stack of things on my desk, and apologise for the long dolay.
I really do try to answer more promptly.

I am £1ling the data you sent in our Bentley family file where it
can be consulted by other researchers. We don't have the Virginia data
you sent in that source. We have a brief sketeh of the Madison County,
Kentucky Bentleys prepared by Mrs. Chensult., I enclose a copy. This is
all I can locate here of her research.

Hy Bentley family is from New Inzland, My grandfather was born in
Vermont and the family was up there since the time of the Anerican Revolution.
So it is & diffevent family entirely.

I checked a few book in our library and find the following:

Amelis County Will Book I, 1735~1761

John Bentley witness to will of Arthur Ciles 1703. p. 29

Bamuel Bentley appraiser for Wm. Henrick's estate 1739, p. 3
Samuel Bentley appraiser for estate of George Marchbanks 1741, p. 5
Samuel Bentley witness to will ‘er Edith Cobbs 1761. p. 57

Amelia County Will Book 2X 1761-1771 has the following Pentleys listed in
the index: Efford, John, Judith, Samuel and William,

Kathleen Booth Williams, Marriages of Amelia Co., Va. 17351815 (Baltimore,
1979). Index lists Judith, Mary and Hachel Dentley. lext gives marriages
a{ William Bentley & Judith Archer, 1l May 17823 John Bentley & Judith Cobbs,
11 Dec. 1760.




You seem to have consulted George H. S, King's excellent books on
Richmond County already, so I didn't repeat that sesrch,

I noticed the name Trice in pour charts. Currently a Iouisville man
is compiling a book on thet family and has worked hard on it for several
years fulltime. Yom might want to contact him to see if he has more on
your Trices. You probably would also want a copy of his book when it is
printed.

His pame is Robert T. Trice

162 Breckinridge Square
Louisville, Rentucky L0220

I hope this information will be of some help to you and T wish you
e¥ery success with your research on the Bentley family,

Sincerely,

James I, Bentley
Jecrotary
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November 28, 1978

Mrs. Mervyn Fish
1319 Vigo 3treet
Vincennes, Indiana L7591

Dear lra. Pish:

My Rentleys are Trom New Ingland., Iy grandfather was born in
Vermont and I know something of their history, but it is all in that
area of the country.

‘There were Bentleys in Virginia and most people of Bentley
ancestry in this part of the country seem to descend from them, You
are correct that there were Bentleys with George Ropers Clark and a
little is known about them, but not much.

All I can suggest is a search of the records in the counties
where your ancestors lived. Virginia required marriage bonds and
mingiter's returns from the mid-eighteenth century cnwards and these
generally survive, unless there has been a courthouse fire or flood.
West Virginia followed the Virginia laws, since it was part of Virginia
until 1863 and so did Kentucky. The marriage records, therefore, would
prove a marriage between a Bentley and a Fish. Again wills and to a
lesser extent deeds, court orders and suitis may be helpful. I think
that is the way for you to proceed in a search, If you have a Mormon
branch library nearby you can pgain access to microfilm copies of the
appropriate county records through them. Also the Fort Wayne, Indiana

library has a remarkable genealogical collection and it wmight be worthwhile

to visit that institurion to see what they have op the family and on the
towns and counties they lived in,

Very 1ittle has been written about the various American Dentley

families, unfortunately, so there are few printed genealogies to coasult,

Sineerely,

Jawes R, Jentley
Secoretary

H



If everybody Brightened Up

the Corner Where They Are
This dark old world would very soon

eclipse the “Evening Star”!

HELEN STEINER RICE
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BENTLEY TAMILY OF TRu0RY.

Since the Bentlay family of Kentacky hae never besn written wp, this is
intended 98 5 ghort eistoh to hely snycne who {& interssted wntil & mores complete
hiztory con bs compiled. There wers &1 least two different fomilies of Bentleys
in Kentucky in plonesr days, and although they have never been proved io be
related, 1t is thought that they ware, as the same family same¥ appear in both
fanilies, The cne Tarily, shoes originnl pionser ancesters came from ¥orth
C8rolins, wettled in Fastern Yentucky~~Pike, Ployd and Letsher Countien, 7The
ether fanily, with which this articls is gonternsd, setiled {n yadison Gounty,

In 1778 willlam Bentley gave & deposition in a law sult in uedison Bounty,
This iv the sarlisst that snyihing 18 huown of these Panileyws b present, in
Eentucky, Ae the nama of willisw Beutley i3 on the monumsnt erested by the
D.AR, at the site bf old Port Boonesborough, it must have been that he whs
among the early arrivals &t the fors. #11liam Pentley's wife wss Hary Callaway,
relative of Onlomed Zichard Cal loway, one of the founders of Booneaborough,

AL present nothing wore in known of William and dary Callaway Bentley prisr te
thelr coming to Tentuoky, ewoeps thag thay were Bovn i Virginis,

Williem Bentlay had & brother James, whe ettled in Faystie Gounty, Ky. His
wife's name was Rebeces, and he hzd seven childrou, gmsng whon were Reuben,
Washington, Bailey and Babecon Telghtley,

The Danls)l Bsniley, Revolutionary Soldisr, who alse lived in Hadison County
&% thie time, wae evidently 8 covsin, e wags bora in ¥orth Csrdlios,

The dsath of willianm Bentley cogursd in 1817, and his will i# found in the
court houss At Biohmond, uadisen G0.,8y. 1t nsias his wifs wary, and children
William, Samuel, John, fuey and Polly. Zuoy and Pally were not married at this
time. William and Semuel were Both merrisd snd had children, alihough these
&re not straightensd swl an to fanilies as Fal, Eowe of them were; Sinnets,
Hlisabeth, willism,Jr, Polly, John, Samuel and othars.

Jobn, zon of ¥illlam and ¥ary Bentley, mavried Zlisabetk Helson {see Tdward
Belson's Ohildren}, 7They had eight children as follows;

1. vahala, born Peb. 20, 1789, Bourben (o, Ky., married her cousin williem
W, Beniley, Jr, April &, 1841, Madigon Go.,Ey. they had two c¢hildren,
Preston and Mary Jane, ¥ary Jane morried John Wilkinson #nd had: Arabells
William, Preston, Mahala, Sarsh and John, 411 thesw fanilive moved to
#Welain County, Illinocis &nd ushals Bisd there December 12, 1899, nearly
101 years old,

2. yalinda, thought tg Lsve besn born stoept 1801, Beurben o, £y., married |
John ¥elson {who migh' hevs been & gousin) August B4, 1828 4in Madlson Go, ﬁ
Ey. Hothing more i% nowe of her,

%. sally {sarsh), borz October &, 1803, Bourdon 0o.,Ky., married Benjanin
Rector Hieronymus December 2B, 1830 in madison Co.,Ky. They moved to
Shelby Co.,Ry where h= disd in 1848. She remarried there te Joseph
Berkeley, and she died Qotober 18, 1858 and is buried in Briggepors, J
Frankliin Co.,Ry. S8lly and Benjamin Hisvonywus had the following children;
#illlam born CCtober 5, 1821; Samuel born wapch 12, 1828; wary Ann boran
April 24, 1B835; Dawitt Clinton born Septenber 30, 18290 (she married P.H,
uayhall ), #Misabsth born Februsary 5, 1830 { she marrisd Johnson Ryan);

Banjanin born June 14, 1832, died September &, 18383,

%

4. Hisebeth (Botsy), born Gotober 20, 1808, RBeurboen Co.,Xy.,married Simeon



Buford Harris, ®eb, §, 1826 in Clark Co, ,Ky. They moved to Missouri where
Flisabeth Harris died Yovember 138, 1891, fthelir children wsre: John,

_Armildsm, Premsley, Suseanns, Henry, Simeon,jr., Williem, Mary Tiisabeth,

, Wiiliam, born about 1807, 33:;@&3@31 GO 8., msrried Pemperance Haye, Océob-

er 10, 1827 in Madimon Co.,ty. Death date unknown. Thelr child was
Elisaboth who married Sumphrey Jones,

Alvize, bornabout 1811 in Madison Ce,,.By., married sbout 1838 in ¥y.
Horatie Peyion, her cousin. She died of scarlet faver with three of her
small cohildren @bout 1889, Hey children were: Towm, and ¥isabeth, who
warried hsr cousin Hector Louis Helson. The vames sf the 1ittle ones who
died are not kaown, :

Pnisl Boons Bentley, born Ootober 18, 1808 in Bourbon Gﬁ.;gy., married
Ws6ilda Boston, bie cousin, ¥eb, 2, 13,% in ¥adison Go.,Ky. He dled

June 8, 1898 in Missouri., fTheir ahimrm woras Wallage, Virginis,

Iauiel, Cybin, Graham, Prank,

John, Jv., bora December 10, 1814 in Madizon Co.,Ky. marrisd Fveline
Helson Decomber B, 1840 in Medison Co.,Ry., died way 26, 1871 and is
buried in the Bontley cemsiery near Booneshore, Madisen Co,,Ey., with his
fathor and mother. (Hee Benbtley cemetsry record}, Their children ware:

‘jsabeile m. Filmén Bentley, her Znd cousin, Leslias, Zacharish, George,
'Eiiza’es%h Xautipps, Algin, Mary Uargaret, John, Grant, Shermén,

Compiled bys:s Louise kydn Chenault {ﬁrﬁ Filidam A.)
Ghairsan of Genealogival Becords
Finsastle Cbhapter, B.6.D.4.K,
Louisville, Ksnbtucky,
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TRV v WITE uRS, MANALA BENTLIY UTARING R7R 1007 ¥7AR.
This article teken from the Teekly Fantagraph, Bloeminglon, I11. 12-20-1898

FARLY CERISTHRGC BAYS, A RUTROEPWIR OF LOKU L00

vahala Bentlsy, vho will be 100 vears old nest Pebruary 20, the
mother of Preston ¥, Bentlay, 519 ¢. Jackwen, -

Hyy father liveld in Madieon and Rourben Gannisiaa Rentucky. They
used s firs guns & preet deal on Chpistuse 3 Tay, whes ] van guiie small,
¥any of the peovle were cuite roor and lived in 1ittle log cabiéns., Some
of the peopls were well off &nd woulé &#% up big diansre on Christmas oy
&nd have grost Trolics, and the nen Tollts had to Rave & 15;'3%1@ whiskey,
fhey 211 smw good times on g%;rfa%ms, the psuple were such more friendly
then thay ars now, They had dances and ﬁiﬁ‘xm&t plays :ané fan of all
kinds, @lyla wsres taught 3o dnncs wlan they were 12 or L > years old,

o He *smrzﬁ to Gaage eisht-banled vsels sald &im—wmm T3 ma, aud 81l had
wriners, ?ﬁwv h wild tax z;,% thers, and for Chrissuas dinney mzﬁﬂ
havs rosst turkey, chiecksn plss, Mm. plenty of wkiﬁk«y. &1Ll tha
neighbors would be invited in to Christuoas dinzer

There was & Bants Claus then and we usted to hang up our stockings,
bt e A4dnty sxpror fvmy wragentd of Vig omsy. A styand of beads or some
1itls thing :i.i’im that wo wld b glven, *T‘h» vig folks had Christmas trees,
bﬁ%; the poor folke could noit keey up with them,

I remsmber tha first nresching I ever heayd; it was 3 funeral, |
was 8 or 10 ysars cld besfere I svepr went to ghurch, I went o & campe
meeting whan § was 7 or £ yesrs old. They propbs enjoyed Chrisimase
more then than now; there whs mere fun sad pors to do, My malas. Houas
Holeon was & grasi f’ia:} sy, Andt he used Lo pley the F1481la snd ieatk the
young prople to dancse, The @,ir}ﬁ wers good dsncsrs then,

At 19 or 20 yoare, I was & Pirst rate wskver, &ad could make white
counterpanse and ablsslothe, I havs nade and sold sany a yard of fine
mized jeans at $2 & yurd

Tha contributor of his ariicle i3 & gredtegreat-niecs of Mehals
Bentley.

Cont¥ibuted ‘by: Louise Hysn Chemault (urs. §ililam A.)
Chairman of Geneslogiqeal Ngcorda
Fincmetle Chapter, ¥,.8,0.A.R,
Leulevilie, Yentucky.



Hovember 3, 1969

Mra. Frank H. Spearman
1701 014 Wire Road
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Dear Mrs. Spesrman,

I'm glad that my letter was even slightly helpful to you in your research.
The genealoglcal ascount of the Hunter family sounds very useful to us, particu-
larly because they were one of the "first families of Louisville," having
_landed at Corn Island. We would be very glad to receive & copye

I am not familiar with the manuscript by Blanch Spurlock Bentley on the
Bentley family at the Tennessee State Library. For that matter, I really inow
next to nothing sbout Thomas Bentley of Raskaskia. My family is originally from
New England; my Bentleys arrived in Massachusetts in the early seventeenth-
century and stayed there until near the end of the last century vhen my great-
grandfather woved his family West to Hichigan.

I'm sure that a good biographicel article on Thomas Bentley would be
ugeful, particularly with the bi-centennial of the Revolution approaching when
Clark, Kaskaskia and so forth will again be under scrutiny. Any new facts on
the men involved in that episode will be very welcome and since The Filson Club
has always been especially interested in George Rogers Clark, we would be
especlally glad to have any new information on Glark's associates.

Our best wishes to you in your efforts to untangle the lives of these
early western settlers and we hope that you will indeed file the resulis of
your researches with us. I would think that you might be able to produce
a very useful article on these men when you have completed your researches.

Sincerely,

James R. Bentley
Curator of Mamuscripts



May 13, 1931

ir. Ira B, N
1312 1/8 Ny Detroit 8t., _
0d, California.

‘Dear h.-nohs

We are in regcipt of your letter of
April 30th and threo.gopies of your photograph of
the Bentley cabin near Shelbyville. One of these
we arc forwarding to Mre 3. B. smith in Shelbyville
as suggested by you,.

You certainly have made s bemutiful picture of
the old eabin. ILog houses and roek'chimneys of
this sort ave rapi disappearing and I dare say
that as the years roll on pictures af this kind will
incerecase in interest and value. '

Bincsrely,

Otto A. Rothers, Secretary



August 21, 1980

Mrs. Shirley Burwell
Route 8B, Box 168
Lake Charles, Louisiana 70605

Dear ¥Mrs, Burwells

I'm afraid my Pentley family information is of no help., My
grandfather was born in Vermont and his ancestors had lived in New
England since the colonial period,

The Kentucky Bentleys seem to derive from a family in Virginia
and there is little in print about thew. I run into refersnces about
them from time to time while doing my work.

I wish I had something to send you, but I Just dontt,
I will put your letter in our Bentley ramily file here and
perhaps that will bring it to the attention of another researcher

who may have information about the Bentley family you are intercsted
in.

Sincerely,

James H., Bentley
Secretary
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January 2, 1973

¥rs. Jom T, Snow
505 South Deanaz Duff Avenue
Clewiston, Florida 33LLO

Dear Hrs, Snow:

Your letter arrived Friday and I found it most interesting.
I have been struggling to learn more sbout Rev. Ira Bentley for
sometime and have found it difficult, I know nothing of his ancestry
and little about his wives.

Ira Bentley was born cirea 17851790 in Vermont, according to
the 1850 federal census, which lists him as living in Kingsbury,
Washington County, New York, aged 60 with his wife, aged L8, who was
born in Vermont, alse, Her first name is not given. He died between
1 August 1855 and 31 Decenber 1855 and is buried in the Patten Mills,
Rew York cemetery.

He was a Methodist minister and was sent by the Troy Conference
of Methodlsts to Danby, Vermont in 1836 and also served in Huntington,
Vermout. After 1824 he preached in #t Holly, Vermont and did temporary
duty in Rutland County in 1836, Later he presched at Patten Mills,
Washington County, New York and at Parishville, St. lLawrence County,
New York, In 1839 he was living in Whiting, Verment,

Ira Bentley was married at least three times. Susarna Bentley,
born 1787, died 20 March 181k, aged 27 and is buried in Greerwood
Cemetery, St. Albans, Vermont. An infant don of Rev. Ira and 3usanna
Bentley died 20 November 1831 (perhape 1813 is more correct or it was
not & child of Susanna) and is buried in the Beers Cevetery, Monktom,
Vermont,

Rosanna Bentley, wife of Rev. Ira Bentley, died 19 August 1832
aged 38 and is buried in Beers Cemetery, Monkton, Vermont.

This would indicate that Ira Bentley was free to marry Urana
Peake of Bristol, Addison County, Vermont on 1l March 1833,

Ira Bentley's children were:
Levi Permit Bentley, born 1809, who married Julia Montague.

Levi was in North Fairfax, Vermont in 1839 and in North
Cambridge, Vermont in 1855, He is my ancestor.

%



William Bentley, who was in Upper Canada in 1855.
lucius Bentley, in Fairfield, Vermont in 1855.
Martin L. Bentley, a preacher in Pennsylvania in 1855.

Lucia A, Bentley married Janes Austin, 9 December 1838, lived
in ﬁgﬁ§k%aa Borough, Vermont in 1839 and in Whiting, Verment
S.nlﬁ.

Catherine E. Bentley wmarried --- Hubbard, in Parishville,
Verment in 1885,

lawra Bentley married ---, Living in New Haven in 1839 and
was dead by 1855.

Caroline Bentley married Allen Beach 26 December 1838.

My sources for this information are: Vermont Transcript, 2 December
1938; DAR Cemetery, Church and Town Records (New Yorks, Vol. 55, p. 1k6;
Letter of Ira Bentley, Whiting, Vermont tuv Levi P. Bentley, Horth Fairfax,
Vermont, 9 March 1839. Photostatic copy owned by the Vermont Historical
Society, given by James R. Benltley; Abby demenway's Historical Gazeteer
of Vermont; the history of Danby, Vermont; the Montague Genealcgy; and
Vermont Vital Hecords.

1 don't know where Ira Bentley lived in 1847, nor do I know
anything about the Peakes, Your information is new to me, I hope
this data will be helpful to you end that it may give you evidence
to determine the answer to your problem. I hope you will keep me
informed of your progress as I would like to have full information on
this wife of Rev. Ira Bentley for wy biographical data on hime. I will
be interested in knowlng about the Peake beook, 100,

My very best wishes to you and thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

James R, Bentley
Curator of Manuacripts



7 August 1973

¥rs, Virgil Gano
309 E, Bow
Cherokee, Iowa 51012

Dear llrs. Gano: . .

In a conVersation with Mr, Jares Bentley, s wember of our staff,

he told =e of your research on the Uoodwin farily and your last
letter introduces the rossibility of a relationship with the well
known and well documented pioneer Kentucky fa—ily of Coodin. A

few years ago one of our excellent historisns and genealogists pube
lished an article on the Goodin fa~ily in The Pilson Club History
Quarterly,Vol.27. I checked the index and there is no mention of

a Samuel Goodin who married a “cGinnis. As you have so little infore
=ation about your anceStor, I feel a great deal of research wust be
devoted to locating him, it would be =08t helpful to know in what
Indiana county Ye lived. UNany Kentuckians wigrated to Indiana and
they lived, for~eri¥, in the =wany Kentucky towns across the river
fro= places in Indiana. I do wish I hatiea quick answer to your gques-
tions but wany of these solutions are not easy to find. I hope Mrs.

Hyrw= will be able to help you., Yhe is very busy snd has just returned
fro» Virginia,.

Sincerely,

Evelyn R, Dale
Curator
8sc



duly 31, 1973

Mrg, Virgll Sanc
307 Rast Bow Orive
Cherokee, fowa 51012

Dear lirs. Gano:

Tour letter to Jo Colgan Norman, Secretary of the Kentueky Society
BAR, has been forwarded to me,

“e have two books giving fuforsmation on the Goodwin family. The
largest is The Joodwlo Fanilies Ln america {Atchmend, Va., 1290%4), I
ehecked the Indlans fanilles 1isted hers but “cund ne 5. Jocdwin who
seemsd to FIt your man. The other book 1s "Irief 3ketches of the Fanilies
of .. Zcwin Coodwin... by George H. D, Sibaon, 11932, typed., Again tio
reference Lo your 5. foodwin,

We have no family file on ihe Goodwin family., We do have a
KeGinnis file, but it contained nithing about your ¥ise MeGianis.

I #lso checked the his tory of Clark County, Indlana without sucecess,

I sugpest you econtsct ¥rs, Clyde W, Haerm, 3507 Pinecone Circle,
Louisville, ky. L0222, She is a professional penealopist and may be able
to undertake some work for you.

br. Jillson's Old Kentucky Entries and Deeds was originally
published by The Filson Club, It 18 an index to0 land records at the
state capital, He gives the full name of the grantee, the location
and size and date of the land crant, It is not a standard geaealogical
history, but if you have early Rentucky fanilies and want to study their
land grants the book might prove of some value,

Peat wishes $

Jares R, Bentley
Secretary

co: J. CGolgan Korwan
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Jan., 3, 1985.

James Bentley

Kentucky Genealogist Dept. G
3621 Brownsboro Rd. 201B
Louisville, Ky. 40207

Dear Mr. Bentley:

On Jan. 7, 1983 I wrote to you asking if you were related to
Joseph and Sarah Veach Bentley of Pulaski, Pa.(my great-
grand parents). You said you were not, now I am wondering if
I may have found one of your relatives and you would like the
information., 777

WILLIAM PRESTON BENTLZY- born 9 May 1838 in Rush county, Indiana

son of Levi and Mary (Cain) Bentley; his father was born in
Boyle county, Ky. and his mother born in Nort! Carolira. His

parents died and he (William) was raised by his maternal grand-
parents who moved to Missouri. William married Susan Jane Britton

JORL B. BENTLEY~ born 4 Dec. 1840 in Trumbull Co. Chio, son
of James and Temperance Ann Bentley, father of Pa. and mother
of Connecticut. Joel and brother Amos lived in Missouri., Joel
married Elizabeth Foote.

T have more information on both of these Bentley's 1f you are
interested I can send you copy.

I have been researching my Bentley line for eight years and
some times find information not of my line., I have info on
Ohio Bentleys "The Tribe of Benjamin" that I can send to you

for copy fee or tell you where to get it 1f you do not have it.

My great-great-great grandfather JOSHUA BENTLY SR. lived in
Maryland 1778 to 1805, he left the state then and that is the
last I can find on him. Do you have his name in your files?
To my knowledge, Joshua's grandson Joseph was the first to
add the e to the name Bentley, some of Joseph's brothers used
it, some didn't,

Hope one of us derive some good from this letter.
Sincerely,

Q—MH_/

Mrs, Jean Bentley Green

R.1. Box 213
Branch, Mich.-~#8% 49402

%
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‘James Robe

=

LOUISVILLE - James Robert Bentley, 78, waslaid |
to rest in the Rite of Episcopal burial in Cave Hill
Cemetery on the afternoon of Saturday, April 18, ¥
2020. Jim died peacefully at his home Wednesday, |
April 8, 2020.

Due to restrictions in accordance with con-
cerns for the current pandemic, only ten guests
were allowed and there were no services other
than graveside. In attendance were Mr. Coleman
Groves, Mrs. Geralyn Groves, Mrs. Mary McCleod,
and Mr. Walter Laughlin. Pall bearers in atten-
dance were Mr. Terry Brown, Mr. Jessie Hagan,
Mr. John McCleod, Mr. William Stanley, Mr. Tom Wilson,
Zoeller all of Louisville, Kentucky.

Honorary bearers not in attendance were: Mr. Robert Burger, Cambridge,
Massachusetts; Mr. John F. Dorman, Fredericksburg, Virginia; Mr. Glen
M. Greer, Ave Maria, Florida; Mr. Robert Hitt, Morrill, Maine; Master
Angus Siegel, Adelaide, Australia; Ms. Julie Daun, Carlsbad, California;
Mrs. Karen McCarty, Atlanta, Georgia; and Miss. Judy White, Portland,
Connecticut.

The graveside ser
Kentucky Society of Colonial

Jim was a native of Louisvill
ret Avenue on February 14, 19
brother George William Bentley,

and Mr. David

vice was conducted by Fr. Paul W. Smith, Chaplain,
Wars. :

e; born at the old Baptist Hospital on Bar-
42. He was preceded in death by his older
his father Francis Getty Bentley, and his
mother Katharine Elizabeth Wescott Bentley. Jim was raised in his parents’
home on Breckinridge Lane in St. Matthews until 1947 when the family
returned to Houghton Michigan to run the Bentley Lumber Company.
In 1950, they returned to Kentucky purchasing a home on Old Six Mile
Lane in Jeffersontown.

Jim graduated with honors
awarded an academic scholarsh
at Centre he pledged the Sigma
friendships which remained close un
Centre with a Bachelor of Arts degree in History and English in 1964.
Returning to Louisville to contemplate his options, a chance encounter
in the stairway of the Filson Club led to his being hired as assistant to the
Manuscript Curator where he spent the remainder of 1964 and 1965 reot-
ganizing and cataloguing their extensive historical newspaper collection.
In 1966, he was surprised to learn that he had been granted a fellowship
to study at the College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia.
From 1966 through 1968 while undergoing Masters’ studies he worked as
a research assistant at Colonial Williamsburg. He was awarded his Master
of Arts degree from William and Mary upon completion and acceptance
of his thesis in 1971.

While at Colonial Williamsb

from Eastern High School in 1960 and was
ip to Centre College in Danville. While
Chi fraternity and formed numerous
til his death. He was graduated from

urg he received a letter from The Filson
Club offering him the position of Manuscripts Curator which he accepted,
beginning the second phase of a twenty-five-year career with that orga-
nization. He served The Filson as Curator from 1968 — 1983, Secretary

rt Bentley c.

is considered among his peers and contemporaries as
alogist on Kentucky families. His personal and aca
extends into Vermont, Wisconsin, and Michigan as t
ers were eatly and notable settlers of these states. E
and art history was equally encyclopedic and as a tee
correspondence with famed art historian Bernard B/
Jim was also instrumental in historic preservation
was a founding member of the George Rogers Clark
the advisory committee of the photographic archive,
Louisville, a member of the Historic Zoning Task Foi
Jefferson County, the historic preservation and prots
the Board of Aldermen of Louisville, the Mayor’s G
Amenities, a member for Jefferson County of the K¢
Commission, 2 Commissioner of the Historic Landm:
Districts Commission of Louisville, the Jeffersontov
serving as Director 1972 — 1973, Vice President 197
dent 1976 — 1978. He also served on the Historic H
Louisville, and the Louisville Historical League. He
of the Pendennis Club and a Life Member of The B

From 1979 — 1986 he was editor and publisher of
The Kentucky Genealogist.

Due to his significant family heritage, Jim was a x
international genealogical and historical societies
1968 he held membership in the Sons of the Americ;
as a member of the library committee and as Regist
Three ancestors sailed on the Mayflower and he wa
Kentucky Society of Mayflower Descendants. He
from 1978 — 1984, Deputy Governor General 1981 -
Generation Project Committee 1979 — 1980. Jim a
ships in the Vermont Historical Society, and the I
Society. His additional memberships include the N
and Genealogical Society, the Society of Stukely V
the Society of Descendants of Robert Bartlett of ]
Harleian Society, the Edmund Rice 1638 Associati
der of Kentucky Colonels, Sigma Chi Clubs, the C
Charlemagne; and he was an Alden Kindred Amer;
member of the Society of American Archivists a
Society.

Jim was featured in Who’s Who in America sinc

In April, 2020 he resigned after forty-four years
of the Society of Colonial Wars. This milestone
former officer having served the Society within th
his tenure is believed to have been the longest of
Society overall. He also served as Councilor to tt

1976. He will be succeeded as registrar by his frien:
which would meet with his heartfelt approval. *

At the time of his death he was engaged in comg
required for his acceptance in the Society of Cir
War of 1812, and the Jamestowne Society.

1972 — 1984, acting Director 1983 — 1984, and Director 1984 — 1992.  Godspeed James Robert

During his tenure he was instrumental in the acquisition and preserva- We will see you in the morning

tion of the Brennan House, and in 1986 the acquisition, restoration, and  Ttisrequested that donationsin Jim’s memory |

enlargement of the Ferguson Mansion on South Third Street as the new, lege, Danville, Kentucky. Friends of the library fi

and current, home for The Filson; moving from its overcrowded facility pc 2 o

on Breckinridge Street where it had resided since the mid-1920s Bl m“'ﬁiﬁ%&?&w
Jim’s interest in history and genealogy began in his childhood and he (5021-896:-0349
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‘James Robert Bentley

CT 4R/ 2020

is considered amonghis peers and contemporaries as the foremost gene-
alogist on Kentucky families. His personal and academic research also
extends into Vermont, Wisconsin, and Michigan as many of his forbear-
ets were early and notable settlers of these states. His knowledge of art
and art history was equally encyclopedic and as a teenager he engaged in
correspondence with famed art historian Bernard Berensen.

Jim was also instrumental in historic preservation at the civic level. He
was a founding member of the George Rogers Clark Press, a member of
the advisory committee of the photographic archives at the University of
Louisville, a member of the Historic Zoning Task Force for Louisville and
Jefferson County, the historic preservation and protection committee for
the Board of Aldermen of Louisville, the Mayor’s Committee for Public
Amenities, a member for Jefferson County of the Kentucky Bicentennial
Commission, a Commissioner of the Historic Landmarks and Preservation
Districts Commission of Louisville, the Jeffersontown Historical Society
serving as Director 1972 — 1973, Vice President 1974 — 1976, and Presi-
dent 1976 — 1978. He also served on the Historic Homes Foundation of
Louisville, and the Louisville Historical League. He was a former member
of the Pendennis Club and a Life Member of The Filson Club.

From 1979 — 1986 he was editor and publisher of the quarterly journal
The Kentucky Genealogist.

Due to his significant family heritage, Jim was a member of numerous
international genealogical and historical societies and coteries:  Since
1968 he held membership in the Sons of the American Revolution serving
as a member of the library committee and as Registrar from 1970 —1993.
Three ancestors sailed on the Mayflower and he was a life member of the
Kentucky Society of Mayflower Descendants. He served as Governor
from 1978 — 1984, Deputy Governor General 1981 — 1987, and on the Five
Generation Project Committee 1979 — 1980. Jim also held life member-
ships in the Vermont Historical Society, and the National Genealogical
Society. His additional memberships include the New England Historical
and Genealogical Society, the Society of Stukely Westcott Descendants,
the Society of Descendants of Robert Bartlett of Plymouth Colony, the
Harleian Society, the Edmund Rice 1638 Association, the Honorable Or-
der of Kentucky Colonels, Sigma Chi Clubs, the Order of the Crown of
Charlemagne; and he was an Alden Kindred American. He was a former
member of the Society of American Archivists and of the Manuscript
Society.

Jim was featured in Who’s Who in America since the early 1970s.

In April, 2020 he resigned after forty-four years as Kentucky Registrar
of the Society of Colonial Wars. This milestone is unmatched by any
former officer having served the Society within the Commonwealth and
his tenure is believed to have been the longest of any officer within the
Society overall. He also served as Councilor to the Society from 1971 —
1976. He will be succeeded as registrar by his friend Jessie Hagan; a choice
which would meet with his heartfelt approval.

At the time of his death he was engaged in completing the information
required for his acceptance in the Society of Cincinnati, Society of the
War of 1812, and the Jamestowne Society.

Godspeed James Robert

We will see you in the morning

It is requested that donations in Jim’s memory be made to Centre Col-
lege, Danville, Kentucky. Friends of the library fund.
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