
The Filson
A Publication of The Filson Historical Society, Kentucky’s Oldest and Largest Independent Historical Society

Volume 16, Number 3

Fall 2016

Grand Opening
Celebration

3

Floor Plans  
of Campus

4

New 
Exhibits

8

History of the 
Campaign

10

Cornerstone  
Campaign Donors

12

Call for 
Volunteers

15

The Gertrude Polk 
Brown Lecture Series

16

New Membership 
Benefits

17

Filsonians 
List

18



The public history programs The Filson offers 
are about to get even better. These conferences, 
expert lectures, author talks, and show-and-tell 
sessions from The Filson’s collections have always 
been limited in audience size by the spaces avail-
able to us. All that is changing now with the 
opening of the Owsley Brown II History Center 
on The Filson’s expanded campus in Old Louis-
ville. Two major features of the new complex are 
the Dan and Frances Street Hall on the first floor 
and Caperton Hall directly above it.

These two new spaces are stunning in their 
beauty and versatility. Both halls are lined in hard-
wood panels with beveling and contours that attract 
the eye and contribute to acoustic excellence. Cork 
flooring adds to sound quality and visitor com-
fort. Technology in these spaces allows The Filson 
to share video and sound recordings on our web 
site and elsewhere. Both lecture halls are equipped 
with hearing loop technology that broadcasts a spe-
cial audio signal to audience members with hear-
ing aids, so everyone can hear crystal clear sound. 
Finally, these spaces each hold 230 people for pro-
grams, more than twice the audience capacity we’ve 
had in the past.

This fall’s program schedule is sure to draw 
crowds to fill those spaces. We’ll have a public 
conference on the U. S. Constitution just before 
election day. Our Henry D. Ormsby III Seminar 
Series will focus on Muhammad Ali this Novem-
ber. Audience favorite Steve Wiser will lead a ses-
sion on Louisville architect Jasper Ward. Charles 
Strozier will present his new book on Abraham 
Lincoln’s enduring friendship with Joshua Speed. 
The music of Tom T. and Dixie Hall will be cele-
brated by Louisville musicians using Tom T. Hall’s 
own instruments, which he recently donated to 
The Filson. Add to those topics special programs 
with such Louisville treasures as John Hale, Ed 
Hamilton, Wendell Berry and Teddy Abrams and 
you can begin to see why we needed more space 
for programs. Join us as often as you can.

Craig Buthod
President and CEO

As we near the completion of the Cornerstone 
Capital Campaign, the renovation of the Ferguson 
mansion/carriage house and the construction of the 
new Owsley Brown II History center, it is appropriate 
that we reflect upon this most significant achievement 
in the 132-year history of The Filson Historical Society.

The vision to renovate and expand began approxi-
mately ten years ago. In November 2007, The Fil-
son’s board of directors issued a request for proposals 
to nine architectural firms. The DeLeon and Prim-
mer Architectural Workshop was engaged in February 
2009. DeLeon and Primmer did an outstanding job 
of researching the history of Old Louisville and cre-
ating a marvelous plan that translated the Italianate 
residences into a bold look for the future. Their design 
received the unanimous approval of the Metro Land-
marks Commission at its first hearing. It is contextually 
specific with a compelling trajectory and engages the 
community with the creation of a true campus.

It was initially envisioned that the project would 
cost approximately $6.4 million. In 2010, Campbell 
and Company of Chicago was retained to serve as cam-
paign counsel and Rick Anderson, a retired Managing 
Partner of the former Greenebaum, Doll & McDonald 
law firm, joined The Filson’s staff to lead the endeavor. 
Rick assembled a talented team to assist him and the 
Cornerstone Capital Campaign was launched. The 
campaign has been a huge success, having now raised 
over $12.1 million and nearing our revised “stretch 
goal” of $12.4 million.

There have been many “heroes and heroines” that 
have enabled The Filson to attain this level of success.  
One person has truly been steadfast and exemplary for 
The Filson over the past ten years, and that is Orme 
“Sandy” Wilson. Sandy finished the term of President/
CEO Henry Ormsby and began his own four year 
term in 2007. With thanks to Mac Brown, who suc-
ceeded Sandy as President/CEO in 2011, Sandy was 
able to devote his considerable energies to leading the 
board’s Cornerstone Capital Campaign Committee. 
He has done a superb job which we are all proud and 
for which we will be eternally grateful. Bravo Sandy!

Carl M. Thomas
Chairman of the Board
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               Grand Opening Will include:

• Music

• Docent-led tours and interpretations

• Special Exhibits

• Children’s activities



YOU’RE INVITED!
Join The Filson Historical Society for our

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION
Saturday, October 29 | 1:00 p.m.

Free and open to the public

Concert featuring the Tom T. and Dixie Hall Collection | 7:00 p.m.

Details and a full schedule of events can be found online at  
filsonhistorical.org/events

               Grand Opening Will include:

• Music

• Docent-led tours and interpretations

• Special Exhibits

• Children’s activities

• Information about continuing programs

• �Concert will include performances by Brigid Kaelin, 

Johnny Berry and Steve Cooley, Tyrone Cotton, The Derby 

City Dandies, members of Relic, and many more.
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Coming Soon to The Filson—Exhibits

“To The Polls!: 
Presidential Campaigns  

and Elections”

Just in time for this year’s presidential election, the inaugural 
exhibit in the Nash Gallery in the Ferguson Mansion focuses on U.S. 
presidential campaigns and elections from George Washington to 
today. Drawing primarily from The Filson’s own collection, visitors 
will view portraits, broadsides, photographs, newspapers, artifacts, 
and other items chronicling in part the history of electing our chief 
executive. From landslides to hotly disputed outcomes, Americans 
have chosen their president since 1789. The process of electing the 
president and who could vote in the election has changed over the 
years. Methods of campaigning for the White House have also varied 
over the years. Not only will visitors be able to view items dating back 
to the early days of the Republic, but they will also learn about the 
admirable and not so admirable aspects of this democratic process. 
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“Moments in Time:
The Power of Pictures”

In the Wood Carriage House Bingham Gallery the exhibit 
“Moments in Time: The Power of Pictures” will be mounted. 
Pictures exist in various mediums, and this exhibit will focus pri-
marily on photography. Drawing on The Filson’s collection of 
photographs dating to the mid-19th century, visitors will see how 
visual images have documented people and events through his-
tory and can impact people to this day with their power. We’ll 
also showcase some of our historical films dating back to the 
late 1920s. Area residents such as Judge Arthur Hopkins and the 
Hemp family documented events and travels on their home movie 
cameras. These films also open a window to the past through 
which the visitor can view life and scenes from many years ago. 

Main Street, Louisville, Ky., looking west from about 4th St., ca. 1858

Scene in West Louisville following the riots sparked by 
the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., April 1968
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THE FILSON’S CAMPUS EXPANSION PROJECT
Thanks to the generous support of members 

and donors, the largest expansion in the history 
of The Filson is almost complete. Expansion has 
been a theme throughout The Filson’s history. 
Over its 132 year life, more and more people 
and institutions have entrusted The Filson with 
their artifacts and documents and more and 
more people have attended its educational pro-
gramming. These ever-growing collections and 
audiences have made expansion necessary in 
almost every generation. What started as a pri-
vate club in Colonel Rueben Durrett’s  library 
in 1884 has grown into a professional, techno-
logically-savvy historical society occupying three 

buildings on a landscaped campus in the heart 
of Old Louisville. In every instance of expan-
sion, The Filson’s members and donors have 
made that growth possible. 

The Campus Expansion Project is the result 
of years of effort and an outpouring of gener-
osity from The Filson’s supporters. In 2002, 
The Filson Board purchased the parking lot 
on the corner of Fourth Street and Ormsby 
Avenue behind the Ferguson Mansion. This lot 
gave The Filson room to grow, and soon that 
growth was imperative, as The Filson’s archival 
and event space in the Ferguson Mansion and 
Carriage House began filling up. The Board 

explored The Filson’s expansion options and 
began moving forward with a plan to build a 
new building in the vacant parking lot. In 2009, 
the Board selected the DeLeon and Primmer 
Architecture Workshop to design the project. 
Their designs received unanimous approval 
from the Old Louisville Architectural Review 
Committee. In 2013, Louisville’s Wehr-Realm 
Construction was contracted for the project. 
The Cornerstone Campaign for the expansion 
began in early 2011. More than 410 generous 
donors from around the region, nation, and 
world have successfully funded the expansion. 
A list of those donors begins on page 12. 
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The Filson campus now includes a brand 
new 20,000 square foot facility, The Owsley 
Brown II History Center. The Center fea-
tures 5 new floors of climate-controlled, fire-
safe archival storage, and two multi-purpose 
event halls—Dan and Frances Street Hall on 
the first floor and Caperton Hall on the sec-
ond—as well as new exhibit space and The 
Filson’s first ever digital preservation lab. The 
new event halls are equipped with modern 
audio-visual technology, including a “hear-
ing loop” which will allow hearing-impaired 
patrons to fully enjoy Filson programs. From 
the Center’s digital preservation lab, Filson 
archivists will digitize more of our unique 
collections so that they can be viewed online 
and used by researchers around the world. 

The Ferguson Mansion and Carriage 
House have undergone major renovations 
as well. Both now contain new exhibit 
spaces that will give visitors a first-hand 
look at the region’s historical and cultural 
materials. The second floor of the Fergu-
son Mansion has been opened up to create 
new modern reading rooms for those doing 
research in The Filson’s library and archive. 
The three buildings that comprise the Fil-
son campus are all connected and inte-
grated by an elevated second floor pedway 
and surrounded by a beautiful plaza and 
landscaped green space. 

Throughout this process, The Filson 
has passed several significant milestones. In 
May 2014, The Filson broke ground on the 

project. In May 2015, the final steel girder 
“topping off” the Owsley Brown II History 
Center was installed. This fall, The Filson 
will cross the finish line when the new cam-
pus opens to the public. The Filson’s many 
supporters have made this transforma-
tive, far-reaching project possible and in so 
doing have provided a home for the region’s 
history for generations to come. Many 
thanks to all who have supported The Fil-
son Historical Society and the 2016 Cam-
pus Expansion Project. 

The Cornerstone Campaign Steering 
Committee current and former Members: 
David Armstrong, Mac Brown, Holly Gath-
right, Bob Kulp, Bill Street, Carl Thomas, 
and Campaign Chair Sandy Wilson. 
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THE FILSON THANKS OUR
CORNERSTONE CAMPAIGN DONORS:

FOUNDER
($1,000,000+)

The Owsley Brown II Family 
James Graham Brown Foundation

Bill and Lindy Street

EXPLORER
($500,000–$999,999)

Brown-Forman Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. R. Lawrence Caperton

William M. Wood Foundation, Bank of America, N.A.,Co-Trustee

PIONEER
($250,000–$499,999)

Eileen and Mac Brown • The C. E. and S. Foundation • The Gheens Foundation  • Henry V. Heuser, Jr. 
• Humana Foundation • David A. and Betty A. Jones • Paul Ogle Foundation 

• Dace and King Stubbs, Marshall and Heather Farrer, Dace Maki • Mary and Orme Wilson

TRAILBLAZER 
($100,000–$249,999)

Anonymous Foundation • Anonymous Donor in memory of Henry Dumesnil Ormsby III • Bill and Julie Ballard 
• Frazier-Joy Family Foundation • Robert E. Kulp, Jr. in memory of Margaret Barr Kulp • Eleanor Bingham Miller 

• The Mills Foundation • Eleanor and Phillip Newman • Vivian Ruth Sawyer and Thomas T. Noland, Jr. in honor of 
Bobby and Sissy Nash • Family of James W. Stites, Jr. • Robert and Suzanne Whayne 

CHRONICLER 
($50,000–$99,999)

Mrs. Barry Bingham, Jr. • Ina Brown Bond • G. Garvin Brown IV • Holly and Joe Gathright • Michael N. Harreld 
• The Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels • Alfred R. Shands • Carl M. and Ellen B. Thomas 

• James and Marianne Welch

SURVEYOR
($25,000–$49,999)

Rick and Marilyn Anderson • Hon. David L. Armstrong and Carol Armstrong • Emily Bingham and Stephen Reily  
• Bingham Greenebaum Doll, LLP in honor of Rick Anderson • Mr. and Mrs. Campbell Brown • Mr. and Mrs. Rob-
inson S. Brown III • Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. C. Clay • Ernst & Young, LLP • Hardscuffle, Inc. • J.J.B. Hilliard, 
W.L.Lyons, LLC • Lawrence and Sherry Jelsma • Mrs. Barbara Brown Kannapell • Clay L. Morton • Austin and Jane 
Musselman • Publishers Printing Company • John S. Speed • Stock Yards Bank & Trust Company • Richard and Mary 
Ellen Stottmann • Porter Watkins and George Bailey • Mrs. James S. Welch • The Wells Foundation • Keith L. Williams 
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BUILDER
($10,000–$24,999)

Abby and Fairleigh Lussky • Mrs. William O. Alden, Jr. • Mr. William O. Alden, Jr. • Anne and Charles Arensberg • 
William E. Barth Foundation • George and Kathy Brooks • Mr. Martin Shallenberger Brown, Jr. • Tomese and Craig 
Buthod • Capricorn Foundation Charitable Trust • The Cralle Foundation • Mr. Lawrence M. Crutcher • Emily M. 
Durrett and Leonard Gross • Gardner Foundation, Inc. • Louise Farnsley Gardner  • Stephen C. Gault • The Wood & 
Marie Hannah Foundation • Angela, Lee, Zak and Brennan Leet • Ms. Stewart Lussky and Mr. Robert Jones • Judy 
Lawrence Miller • Morel Construction Co., LLC • Duane and Anne Murner • Mr. Nicholas X. Simon • Patrick and 
Margie Northam • Judge Boyce F. Martin, Jr. and Anne Brewer Ogden • Stewart and Joan Ogden • Paradis Founda-
tion • The PNC Foundation • Robert W. Rounsavall, Jr. Family Foundation • Mary S. Sachs • Jeff and Rene Savarise 
• Sarah and Robert Shaw • The Steinbock Family • Sharon and John Stern • Glenna Pfeiffer and Mark Wetherington 

• Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Wiseman
 

FRIEND
($25–$9,999)

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. Abbott • Vincent Akers and Lisa Green • William O. Alden III • Katie Algeo • Anonymous 
Foundation • Anonymous Foundation • Heather J. M. Ansert • Thompson L. Armstrong & Sara Ann C. Armstrong 
• Bradley Asher • Allen S. Atherton • Julia Atterberry • Nancy C. Baird • Nick Baker • Stoll-Ballard Fund • Sue Bal-
lard • Marsha E. Barnes • Wayne Basconi • Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Bates • Paul Berrier • Turney and Kendra Berry 
• Mr. and Mrs. George Venable Beury • Mary Rose Beyerle • Laurie Birnsteel • Terry Black • Neville Blakemore, 
Jr. and Gray Henry  • Dr. Arthur Thomas Blanford, M.D. • Harold Blevins • Eunice Fulton Blocker • John Boh 
• Theresa and John T. Bondurant • Edward and Nina Bonnie • Mr. and Mrs. Morton Boyd, Jr. • Jack and Brenda 
Brammer • Collen Dale Bratcher • Lenore Breeden • Joan Brennan • Betty Ann Broecker • Betty Dabney Brown • 
David T. Brown • Dr. Robert Brown • Leo J. Brown, Jr. • Marion Brown • Meredith M. Brown • Charles Bruce • 
Ben L. Brumleve • Ray Brundige • William F. Burbank • Ouerbacker Court Arts and Crafts Neighborhood Associa-
tion • David and Jamie Calzi • Sally Van Winkle Campbell • Gloria Carl • Laurence Carr • Linda W. Carter • Kath-
erine Nash Cary, Margaret Nash, Louise Nash Farnsley • George Castleman • Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Lin Caufield II 
• D. D. Cayce III • Central Park West Neighborhood Association • L. Stanley Chauvin • Kathryn Christopherson 
• Clark Orr Family • Mr. and Mrs. William N. Clark • Kenneth H. Clay • Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Cleary • Clif-
ton Foundation • William Coke • John David Cole • Lisa Collins • Jack W. Conway • William Copher • Earl Cox 
• Jerome A. Crimmins • Virginia Croket • Dr. Dale and Mrs. Carol Crossman • John Crum • John R. Cummins • 
Linda and Gordon Dabney • Christopher Davenport • Gary Davis • Mark and Kate Davis • De Leon and Primmer 
Architecture Workshop • Sarah Strapp Dennison • Priscilla Diamond • Laura Diebold • Ruth R. Dietrich • Alice 
Dodd • Mr. and Mrs. J. O. Dunn • Michael Dunn • John G. Eifler • Linda and William Ellison • John and Connie 
Emmerich • Benjamin J. Evans • David and Lucille Fannin • Fifth Third Bank  • Bard and Bob Fincher • Mr. George 
E. Fischer  • Joyce D. Fischer • Robin A. Fisher • Ben Franklin • Paul H. Fridell • Mrs. Rudy H. Fritsch • Speed S. 
Fry • Vincenzo Gabriele • Garvin Gate Association • Mr. and Mrs. G. L. Gaston, Jr. • Eric George • Gary Gerlach 
• The Gilbert Foundation • Don J. Glaser • William H. Glye • Norbert E. Gnadinger, Sr. • Mrs. Mary Louise Gor-
man  • James E. Graves • Bonnie Burks Gray • Downey M. Gray • Dr. and Mrs. Laman Gray, Jr. • Susan and David 
Gray • Terry and Edwin Grosel • Kim Gruenwald • Linda T. and Robert M. Gunter • Barbara and Bruce Haldeman 
• Walter N. Haldeman • Joan Urband Hale • Kathy Hall • Libby and Wayne Hancock • Dr. Mathew J. Hanka • 
Barbara B. Hardy • Paul and Shirley Harmon • Colonel Douglas A. Harper  • Susan Wilburn Hart • Robert and 
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Martha Haynes • Charles and Carol Hebel • Joseph B. Helm • Edith Henchey • Lynda G. and David H. Hendon • 
Barbara Ormsby Henlein • Francis Starks Heyburn • H. Edgar Hill • Marc Hilton • Theresa Hinton • Dr. and Mrs. 
Owen K. Hitt • James and Ruthe Holmberg Family • Robert B. Horner • Cap and Judy Hoskins • Thomas Howard 
• Bixler W. Howland • Gerald G. Hubbs • Dave L. Huber and Kelley Abell • Julie and Bryan Hudson • Kristopher 
Hull • Richard and Joan Humke • Lounette Humphrey • Mitzi Humphrey • Richard Iler • Ellen Pearson Johnson • 
Thomas Johnson • Guy Jolly • Christopher W. D. Jones • The Rev. Dr. Helen Hammon Jones • Thomas H. Jordan 
• Charles and Robyn Kane • Paul and Sarah Keith • David and Betty Keller • John and Linda Kiesel • Mary Jean 
Kinsman • Steven L. Klapheke • John E. Kleber • Philip Klein, Jr. • Mary Bourne Kolbrook • Dr. Frank E. Kuzmits 
• Stephen C. Lannert • Glenn S. Leach • Lee and John Stough • Charles and Sally Lehman  • Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
F. LeLaurin • Mr. James B. Lentz • J. Cooper and Sally Lily • Hunter G. Louis • Mr. and Mrs. Hunter G. Louis • 
Lois S. Louis and David B. Ratterman • Gary and Jeanne Luhr • Stanley K. MacDonald • Allison Maggiolo • Sallie 
and Edward Manassah • Patricia and James Marshall • Skipper and Hana Martin • Stu and Joan McCombs • Cal-
lirrhoe McCrocklin • Bob Uhl and Arlette McDaniel • John McGarvey • Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. McLaughlin • 
Mary T. Means • Dr. and Mrs. R. Wathen Medley, Jr. • Judge and Mrs. Henry Meigs II • Mauricce Meisner • Berl 
Meyer • A. Stevens Miles, Jr. • Representative Jerry T. and Laura J. Miller • Samuel G. Miller • Steve and Pat Miller 
• The Monday Afternoon Club • Raymond Montgomery, Jr. • Kenneth W. Moore • Robyn S. and Stephen P. Morris 
• Larry Muhammad • Munson Business Interiors, Inc. • Mindy Munson • Judge and Mrs. John David Myles  • Mrs. 
Robert M. Nash • David H. Neustadt, M.D. • Mr. W. Barrett Nichols • Paul Olliges • David L. Olson • Otter Island 
Foundation • Douglas Owen • Mary Pace • Christopher Padgett • D. N. Palmer • Laura Conrey Parrott • Bo and 
Penny Pearson • David and Penny Pearson • Glen Pearson • James and Hensley Peterson • Brad and Becky Phillips 
• Joan Thomason Pike • Charles Pittenger • George and Martha Plager • Loren H. Plunkett • Ellen Potter • John 
W. and Eugenia K. Potter • Gwynne Tuell Potts • Steven Powers-Chylinkski • Dumesnil B. Rankin • Mr. George 
W. Rapp, Jr. • David and Pam Ray • Peggy Ray • David Reichel • Joseph Reinhart • Lynn Scholl Renau • Barton 
H. Reutlinger • Elizabeth Reutlinger • River Valley Club • Jerry and Linda Robertson • William T. Robinson III • 
Mr. and Mrs. Fon Rogers II • John Rose • Aaron Rosenblum • Jacqueline and Theodore S. Rosky • Susan Rostov • 
Robert Rowan • Thomas J. Sabetta, Ph.D. • Betty H. Schwartzel • Second Street Neighborhood Association • Lewis 
P. Seiler, Jr. • Louise B. Seiler • Darrell and Nancy Shelton • Robert Slaton • Larry Sloan • Don Smith • Diane and 
Walter Snowa • The Snowy Owl Foundation • Susan Sobel • The South Fourth Street Association  • George E. Sta-
blein • Pamela Steffen • The Beth Steinbock Family • Elizabeth S. Stokes • Frank Strickler • William Struck • Clay 
W. Stuckey, D.D.S. • David Stuedle • Patrick Sumner • Robert and Susan Schenkel • Avanell Sutherland • Mr. and 
Mrs. R. E. Sutherland • Lisa Tabler • Kate and Harry Talamini • Peter and Margaret Tanguay • Amy and Lawrence 
Tannheimer • John and Sally Taylor • The 1300 Association • 3rd Street Neighborhood Association • B. Preston and 
Margaret C. Thomas • Nancy H. Thomas • Tad Thomas • Tom and Sarah Thornton • Ellen Miller Timmons • Rose 
Mary Rummel Toebbe • Brenda and Waverley Townes • Martha S. Trotter • Samuel G. Tyler • Jane Norton Tyrrell 
• V.V. Cooke Foundation • Thorne and Sally Vail • Patricia and Michael Vairin • Edith Van Slyck • Brig. Gen. R. 
R. Van Stockum • Glenn and Cassie Vogedes • Mr. and Mrs. James R. Voyles • Paul and Nancy Wentzell Walker • 
Louise R. Wall • Dr. Will W. Ward, Jr. • Gayle and Herb Warren  • Hays T. Watkins • Lowry Watkins, Jr. • Anna and 
Allan Weiss • Patrick J. Welsh • Jerry and Donna Wesbecker • Carol Proctor Whayne • Mathew Whisman • Joan 
Whittenberg • Susan Harris Wilburn • Laura Lee Kerr Wiley • Jean Wilson • Joseph Hays Wimsatt • Elaine Wise 
• Dr. Charles and Sharon Wolter • George Wombwell • David and Susan Wood • Keitt and Frank Wood • Dr. and 

Mrs. Thomas Woodcock • Bruce and Pat Zimmerman • Herbert M. Zimmerman • Stephen R. Zollner
Gifts Received as of August 24,2016
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Volunteers, 
Welcome to The Filson Historical Society!

Volunteering is a great way to learn more about history while helping to preserve the past for the enjoyment 
of future generations. Meeting new people, learning and sharing information, and making a real contribution 
to The Filson are just a few of the benefits volunteers can receive for their time and effort.

At The Filson Historical Society, volunteers provide connections to the past and insights into the present. Volunteers 
provide personal attention to visitors, perform behind-the-scenes assistance to our Library and Collections, and 
work with the public in education and programming events … all by contributing their unique talents, skills and life 
experiences, and their knowledge about our community, our commonwealth and the Ohio Valley region.

The Filson Historical Society is committed to encouraging volunteer involvement at all levels in the organization. 
Please see our current volunteer opportunities below:

Front Desk Volunteer
The Filson Historical Society is currently searching for 
volunteers to work the reception desk in the Ferguson 
mansion. Volunteers will be responsible for:
• �Greeting patrons in a friendly manor
• �Registering patrons for research and collecting 

research fees
• �Answering the phone and directing phone calls to 

appropriate staff members
• �Registering people for events
• �Directing patrons and visitors within the building/

campus according to their needs
• �Assisting Filson staff with clerical office duties on an 

as-needed basis

Docents
The Filson is seeking volunteer docents to give tours 
within its newly renovated exhibition space as well as the 
historic Ferguson Mansion. Docents will be required to 
complete one two-hour session with Jim Holmberg, who 
will share information about what is on the walls of the 
mansion and the exhibits on display. Successful docents 
will have an avid interest in sharing art and history with 
diverse audiences.

Docent qualifications include:
• �Energetic attitude
• �Strong communication skills
• I�nterest in local history, architecture, and art
• �Professional demeanor toward visitors, staff and 

fellow docents
• �Punctuality
• Shifts are 9-1 and 1-5, Monday through Friday

For more information regarding volunteer opportunities, please contact Jordan Sangmeister 
at 502.635.5083 or email JordanS@filsonhistorical.org.

It’s an exciting time at The Filson—join us!
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“Rosen’s angle on Brandeis is crisp, fresh and incisive, 
with striking relevance to modern-day issues concern-
ing (among other things) corporate power, the prob-
lems of big government, an economy at risk from huge 
financial institutions that are too big to fail, and the 
future of Israel as a democratic Jewish state.”

—�Akhil Reed Amar, author of  
America’s Constitution: A Biography

“A tightly written, tightly reasoned biography aimed at 
readers who are not legal scholars.”

—Kirkus Reviews

“The brilliant, crusading Brandeis is the subject of 
Jeffrey Rosen’s excellent Louis D. Brandeis: American 
Prophet. The book, part of the Yale Jewish Lives series, 
is…a concise and sympathetic exploration of Brandeis’s 
main intellectual causes. It is well titled: Brandeis 
resembled an Old Testament prophet…with his highly 
articulated moral vision and true believer’s zeal. It is 
also well timed: Mr. Rosen persuasively makes his case 
that recognizing Brandeis as an ‘American prophet’ 
‘seems more important today than ever.’”

—Adam Cohen, New York Times

“In this fast-moving and easily digestible chronicle, 
Rosen pays ample tribute to Brandeis’s achievements, 
which included his judicial contributions, his politi-
cal activism, and his promotion of Zionism. This is an 
ideal introduction to Brandeis’ life for general readers.”

—Booklist

THE GERTRUDE POLK BROWN LEC TURE SER IES

Louis D. Brandeis: 
American Prophet
by Jeffrey Rosen

According to Jeffrey Rosen, Louis D. Brandeis was “the Jewish Jef-
ferson,” the greatest critic of what he called “the curse of bigness,” 
in business and government, since the author of the Declaration 
of Independence. Published to commemorate the hundredth anni-
versary of his Supreme Court confirmation on June 1, 1916, Louis 
D. Brandeis: American Prophet argues that Brandeis was the most 
farseeing constitutional philosopher of the twentieth century. In 
addition to writing the most famous article on the right to privacy, 
he also wrote the most important Supreme Court opinions about 
free speech, freedom from government surveillance, and freedom 
of thought and opinion. And as the leader of the American Zionist 
movement, he convinced Woodrow Wilson and the British govern-
ment to recognize a Jewish homeland in Palestine. Combining nar-
rative biography with a passionate argument for why Brandeis mat-
ters today, Rosen explores what Brandeis, the Jeffersonian prophet, 
can teach us about historic and contemporary questions involving 
the Constitution, monopoly, corporate and federal power, technol-
ogy, privacy, free speech, and Zionism.

Jeffrey Rosen is President and CEO of the 
National Constitution Center, professor of 
law at the George Washington University 
Law School, and a contributing editor of 
the Atlantic. His books include The Supreme 
Court, The Most Democratic Branch, The 
Naked Crowd, The Unwanted Gaze,  and, 
as co-editor, Constitution 3.0: Freedom and 
Technological Change.

Monday, October 24 | 6:30 p.m.
The Temple, 5101 US Hwy 42, Louisville, KY 40241

Free for members of The Filson Historical Society

Tickets are $10 for non-members 

Send ticket requests with a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: 

GPBL Tickets, 1310 S. Third Street,  

Louisville, KY 40208

You may also register online at filsonhistorical.org/events  

or by phone at (502) 635-5083
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Membership Benefits
For the first time in over 20 years, The Filson has updated mem-

bership benefits and prices. Members will continue to enjoy the clas-
sic benefits of subscriptions to our publications, discounted or free 
admission to our acclaimed programs and events, and exclusive online 
content. New benefits include free unlimited research in our library 
and special collections across all levels of membership, and free guest  
event tickets at selected membership levels. The full list of benefits is 
shown below and is also available on filsonhistorical.org.

KEY CHANGES:
• FREE research across all levels of membership 
• FREE guest tickets at selected levels 
• FREE gift memberships at selected levels 

Price changes:
• Electronic Membership decreased from $45 to $30
• Individual Membership increased from $50 to $70
• Boone Membership increased from $100 to $120

Benefits EMembership Teacher and 
Student Individual Boone Audubon Clay Shelby Clark Filson

Annual Dues $30 $25 $70 $120 $250 $500 $1000 $2500 $5000

Access to web content

Free research

Subscriptions to  
The Filson and Ohio Valley History

Free admission to Filson Classic Events  
like lectures, programs, and book talks

Discounted admission to  
Filson Special Events

Free admissions to the  
Gertrude Polk Brown Lecture Series

1 2 2 2 2 2 2

Free admissions to the  
Ormsby Lecture Series

2 2 2 2 2 2

Recognition in The Filson magazine

Two receptions for a private viewing  
of a special collection

Free guest admissions to a  
Filson Classic Event

4 6 8 10

Two invitations to dinner with a  
nationally recognized historian or author

Free Boone memberships for a person or 
household of your choice

1 1 2

Opportunity to use the Ferguson  
Mansion for a private event
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The Thruston Legacy Circle is an honorary
society established in 2015, to recognize
those who have followed the example of
R. C. Ballard Thruston by including The
Filson in their estate plans. Since our
founding in 1884, The Filson has been
privately supported and planned giving
is an ideal way to continue that tradition
of private support.

If you have made a planned gift to The
Filson and have not so advised us, we thank 
you and ask that you let us know so we can
welcome you to the TLC. If you have not
made a planned gift, but would like more
information about doing so, please call our
Development Department at 502.635.5083
or email Rick Anderson, Director of
Development, at pra@filsonhistorical.org.

TLC Members
Allan S. Atherton
Dr. and Mrs. Harold W. Blevins
Emily Durrett and Leonard Gross
Michael N. Harreld
Robert Kulp
Alton E. Neurath, Jr. and  

Elizabeth W. Neurath
Mary S. Sachs
Bill and Lindy Street
Clay and Jo Stuckey
Carl M. Thomas 
George R. Bailey and Porter Watkins
Orme Wilson
Stephen R. Zollner

FILSON Membership
($5,000)
K. T. Wiedemann Foundation

CLARK Membership
($2,500–$4,999)
Vivian Ruth Sawyer & 

Thomas T. Noland Jr.		
Clark and Kathy Orr
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Street

SHELBY Membership
($1,000–$2,499)
Mr. Irvin	 Abell III	
Mr. and Mrs. P. Richard Anderson Jr.	
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Gathright Jr.	
Mr. and Mrs. Fritz and  

Daryl Hollenbach		
Dr. Daniel Jones
Ms. Reva Lawrence Miller		
Dr. and Mrs. King Stubbs		
Brig. Gen. R. R. Van Stockum 

USMC Ret.

CLAY Membership
($500–$999)
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Barlow
Mr. Trevor Heron
R. Douglas and Margaret Krawczyk
Ms. A. Stewart Lussky
Mr. William Gast Lussky Jr.
Mr. Clay Lyons Morton
Mrs. Robert M. Nash
Dr. and Mrs. George Sonnier
Mrs. Nanette Tafel

AUDUBON Membership
($250–$499)
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. Abbott   
Mr. David L. Huber and  

Ms. Kelley Abell   
Mr. Thompson L. Armstrong   
Ms. Elizabeth C. Bleakley   
Dr. and Mrs. Harold W. Blevins   
Dr. and Mrs. W. Cooper Buschemeyer Jr.  

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Cary IV  
Sonny and Monica Cavazos   
Ms. Laura Diebold   
Judge Richard Fitzgerald   
Mr. Thomas Bartley Gorin   
Dr. and Mrs. John L. Kiesel   
Dr. and Mrs. Forrest S. Kuhn   
Dr. and Mrs. A. Gary Lavin   
Mrs. Nancy W. Lee   
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley K. Macdonald   
Mr. and Mrs. Charles I. McCarty   
Stuart and Joan McCombs   
Ms. Ailsie B. McEnteggart   
Mr. Michael B. Mountjoy   
Dr. and Mrs. David S. Nightingale   
Mrs. Ann S. Northcutt   
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Owen   
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Peter   
Ms. Gwynne Tuell Potts   
Mr. Vertner Smith III  
Dr. and Mrs. Clay W. Stuckey   
Mr. Kendrick Wells III

BOONE Membership
($100–$249)
Mr. Neil Abney   
Ms. Nancy Allen   
David Anderson   
Dr. and Mrs. Joe F. Arterberry   
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Ayotte   
Mrs. Elizabeth Babcock   
Mr. Wallace B. Bateman Jr.  
Mr. William Beam Jr.  
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Bernard   
Ms. Mary Rose Beyerle   
Mr. Danny J. Boggs   
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Bohn   
Mr. Joe Brackett   
Mr. and Mrs. D. Bruce Campbell   
Mr. Joseph W. Castlen   
Mrs. Mary M. Cole   
Dr. and Mrs. Dale Crossman   
Mrs. Glenda Dangremond   
Mr. Carl Davis Jr.  
Mr. Harold Dawson   

Filsonian listing reflects membership renewals received May 15 through August 15

The Filsonians  May–August 2016

18  The Filson  FALL 2016



David and Marcia Dorman   
Mr. John D. Ferguson   
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Ferris   
Mr. Thomas W. Filben   
Mr. Lee Fletcher   
Mr. Brandt Ford   
Mr. and Mrs. Sean P. Fore Sr.  
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Fraser   
Mr. Thomas B. Graham   
Ms. Virginia D. Gregory   
Mr. James A. Hackmiller   
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Harpring   
Harry and Sue Hinkle   
Dr. Randolph Hollingsworth   
Mr. Jay Hopkins   
Mr. Richard W. Iler   
Mr. and Mrs. J. Richard Keane   
Mr. and Mrs. David O. Keller   
Ms. Jane Eblen Keller   
Mr. Douglas Kremer   
Ms. Sharon LaRue   
Mr. Preston P. Lee   
Mr. John Leitsch   
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Lutz   
Mr. Mike Miller and Ms. Carolyn Foster   
Mrs. Anne H. Moore   
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Morgen   
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan V. Norman III  
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Oetken   
Mr. Paul Olliges   
Mr. John S. Osborn Jr.  
Mrs. Ellen Potter   
Delores and William Pregliasco   
Ms. Terry Pyles   
Mr. and Mrs. Carl K. Ray Jr.  
Mr. J. Michael Rhyne   
Mrs. Donald H. Robinson   
Mrs. Mary S. Sachs   
Mr. Jeffery Savarise   
Mr. Henry Schildknecht   
Ms. Clare Seivers   

Mr. Zachary Settembre   
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Shepard   
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Short   
Ms. Carolyn J. Sims   
Mr. William W. Sims   
Mrs. Ann T. Sipes   
Mr. Donald N. Smith   
Mr. George Sotsky   
Mrs. Elizabeth Steffen   
Mr. Steven Stern   
Mr. Mark Stiebling   
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Stone   
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Taylor   
Mrs. Nancy Thomas   
Mrs. Elizabeth L. Turner   
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Vogedes   
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Voyles   
Mr. Dennis Walsh   
Ms. Carita A. Warner   
Ms. Vickie Weaver   
Mrs. Susan Harris Wilburn   
Mr. William E. Wilson   
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Wilson   
Mr. Donald L. Wood   
Miss Heather J. Ansert   
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Bickel III  
Mr. Tom Binzer   
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence H. Boram   
Mr. William A. Buckaway Jr.  
Mr. William Buckway   
Mr.and Mrs. William and Margie Busch   
Mr. Harold Bussell   
Mr. James B. Coursey   
Dr. and Mrs. Wm. L. Cromwell   
Mr. Mark Crowner   
Dr. John E. and Kimberly Crum   
Sandra and William Dickinson   
Robert and Diane Duncan   
John Emmerich   
Dr. Ronald Falls   
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Fielder   
Hon. and Mrs. Steven M. Fleece   
Celeste and Keith Fowler   
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Fox   
Ms. Louise Farnsley Gardner   
Tony and Wanda Gast   
Mr. Scott Gill   
Mr. Don J. Glaser A.S.I.D.  
Mr. Norbert E. Gnadinger   
James W. and Edith Gruneisen   
Mr. and Mrs. John Hampton   
Mr. Bill Haswell Jr.  
Mr. and Mrs. William Herndon   
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Hickey   

James R. and Judith Hicks   
Dr. Lounette Humphrey   
Mrs. Christine Johnson   
Mr. William P. Kelly Jr.  
Dr. Mark B. Kingston   
Mr. Andrew Klein   
Mr. W. H. Kroeckel   
Ms. Nancy Lampton   
Mr. and Mrs. Warner Lansing   
 Richard and Connie Lewis   
Mr. Steven R. Lindsey   
Mr. Douglas M. Magee   
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. McLaughlin   
Mr. Robert W. Nichols   
Mr. Clifton Nicholson Jr.  
 Christopher Nickell   
Ms. Susan H. Norris   
Dr. Lynn L. Ogden   
Mr. David Olson   
Mr.and Mrs. Kenneth Parrot   
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin H. Perry   
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Peters   
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Plamp Jr.  
Mr. and Mrs. Graham Poindexter   
Mr. James C. Powers   
Dr. and Mrs. Charles A. Ratliff   
Dr. and Mrs. Roland W. Richmond   
Mr. Scott Rogers   
Mr. and Mrs. Robert I. Rowan Jr.  
Mr.and Mrs. Janet and James Rowland   
Ms. Suzanne M. Schimpeler   
Mr. James Segal   
Mrs. Linda Sheets   
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Simpson   
Mrs. Maynette Smith   
Ms. Janet Spence   
Mr. Alfred L. Spotts   
Mr. Charles Staff   
Mr. And Mrs. Donald Stern   
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Stites   
Mr. F. Herb Sweeney   
Mr. and Mrs. William Biggs Tabler III  
Mrs. Glenda Potts Thacker   
Mrs. Virginia Thomas   
Mr. Tyler Thomas   
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Thornton   
Mr.and Mrs. Chris Valentine   
Dr. Richard Werking   
Ms. Megan Willett   
Ms. Susan Wilson   
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Wiser   
Mr. Lelan Woodmansee   
Ms. Patricia L. Zimmerman   
Mr. Stephen R. Zollner
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What are we excited about with the 
opening of The Filson’s new campus?

Check it out below!

I’m excited about all of the new space we’ll have for collections storage! I’m espe-
cially excited about the art racks for storing our portrait and artwork collections. 
I also love our new staff workspace and the tables that are available for organizing 
large collections. 

– Jana Meyer, Associate Curator of Special Collections

I will be delighted to see our new digitization lab completed so we can carry out 
important digital preservation work and start making more of our collection 
available online. 

– Aaron Rosenblum, Associate Curator of Special Collections  
and co-host of “Voices of The Filson”

I’m excited to see our collections come home and have room for more exhibits. 
– Susan Gray, Volunteer

I’m looking forward to being able to offer more programming to a wider range 
of audiences with our expanded event capacity. 

– Jamie Evans, Marketing and Public Relations Coordinator


